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AN   HISTORICAL    ACCOUNT 
o  p 
THE    RISE    AND    PROGRESS 

^  O   F        T    H    B 

ENGLISH        STAGE, 

AND       OP 

THE  ECONOMY  AND  USAGES  OF  OUR 
ANCIENT    THEATRES. 


THE  drama  before  the  time  of  Shakfpeare  was  fo 
little  cultivated,  or  fo  ill  underftood,  that  to  many  it 
may  appear  unneceflary  to  carry  our  theatrical  refearches 
higher  than  that  period.  Dryden  has  truly  obferved, 
that  he  "  found  not,  but  created  firft  the  ftage;"  of 
which  no  one  can  doubt,  who  coniiders,  that  of  all  the 
plays  iffued  from  the  prefs  antecedent  to  the  year  1592, 
when  there  is  reafon  to  believe  he  commenced  a  drama- 
rick  writer,  the  titles  arc  fcarcely  known,  except  tO" 
antiquaries ;  nor  is  there  one  of  them  that  will  bear  a 
fecond  perufal.  Yet  thefe,  contemptible  and  few  as 
they  are,  we  may  fuppofe  to  have  been  the  mioft  popular 
produdions  of  the  time,  and  the  beft  that  had  been 
exhibited  before  the  appearance  of  Shakfpeare'. 

*  There  are  bot  thirty-eight  playt,  (exdoiive  of  myfteries,  moralitiet^ 
interludes,  and  cranflated  pieces,)  now  extant,  written  antecedent  to^ 
or  in,  the  year  1592.     Their  titles  are  as  follows: 


AcoUfiut  -  -  '  1540 
ferrex  and  Porrex  -  1561 
Dam»m  and  P^tbias  -  J  562 
Tamcred  and  Gifmutd  •  1 568 
Camkyfttf  no  date,  but  pro- 
bably written  before      -  1 5  70 
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Appius  and  Virginia  1 
Gammer  Gurt»n*t  Nesdlt  { 
Promos  and  Cajfandra 
Arraignment  9/  Paris 
Sappho  and  Pbao 
Alexander  and  Campafpt 
Misfortuntt  of  Arthur^ 


ra 

'"  \ 

pa/pe  3 


'575 
1578 

'584 
1587 


A  minute 
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A  minute  inveftigation,  therefore,  of  the  origin  and 
progrefs  of  the  drama  in  England,  will  fcarcely  repay 
the  labour  of  the  inquiry.  However,  as  the  beft  intro- 
du£lion  to  an  account  of  the  internal  economy  and  ufages 
of  the  Bnglifh  theatres  in  the  time  of  Shakfpcare,  (the 
principal  objedlof  this  differtation,)  1  (hall  take  a  curfory 
view  of  our  mod  ancient  dramatick  exhibitions,  though  I 
fear  1  can  add  but  little  to  the  refearches  which  have 
already  been  made  on  that  fubjed. 


\ 


■] 


] 


1588 

1589 
1589 


1590 
1591 

in  or 

before 

1592 


Orlando  Furiojo 
Alpbcnjus  king  of  Arra* 

gOM 

James  7^.  king  of  Scot' 

ismd 
A     Loekinglafs      for 

"London  and  England 
Friar  Bacon  and  Friar 

Bungay 
^ew  of  Malta. 
Faufiut 
Edzvard  I  J, 
Lufl*s  Dominion 
MaJTacrt  of  Paris 
Dido 


I 


before 
1592 


ytroniwto 

Spanijb     ^ragtdy^    or 

Huronimo  is  mad  again 
^ambnrlaint 
^ttus  Andronicns 
King  Henry  V»  in  or  before 
Contention       between      the 

Houfes  of  Torke  and  Lan- 

tafter^  io  or  before 
King  Jobn^in  tv)oparts,\ 
Enaymion 

Soliman  and  Perfeda 
Midas 
Galatbea 
Ardem  ofFeverJbam 

Between  the  years  1592  and  1600,  the  following  playt  were  printed 
or  cxhibic^j^';  the  greater  part  of  which,  probably,  were  written  before 
our  author  commenced  play-wright. 


Cleopatra  • 

Edward  I.       m         m 
Battle  of  Atcaxar 
iFonndsofCrviifrar 
SelymuSf  Emperor  of  tbi 

Turks 
Cornelia 
Mother  Bombie 
The  CobUr*i  Prophecy 
The  fVari  of  Cyrus 
King  Ltir 
Taming  of  a  Sbrno 
An  otdtvii  ci  Tale 
Maid'^i  Metamorphofes 
Love's  Metamorphojes 
PedUr\  Prophecy 
Antonius 
Edward  in. 
Wily  Beguiled 
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Woman  in  the  Mooa    - 
Mucedorus 

The  virtuous  Offavia 
Blind  Beggar  of  Alex- 
andria 
Every  Man  in  his  Humour 
Pinner  of  Wakefield 
Warning  for  fair  Wouuu 
David  and  Sethfabe 
Two  angry  women  of  A- 

bingdon 
The  Cafe  is  altered 
Every   Man  out   of  bis 

Humour 
The  Trial  of  Chevalry 
Humorous  day*s  mirth 
Summer's  lak  W'tU  oad 
Tefti 


}-     1597 
is9a 


>599 
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Mr.  Walton  in  his  elegant  and  ingenions  Hiftor/  of 
Eaglid^  Poetry  has  given  fo  accurate  an  account  of 
our  eariieft  dramatick  performances,  that  I  fhall  make 
no  apology  for  extrading  horn  varioos  parts  of  his 
Taluable  work,  foch  particulars  as  fuit  my  prefent  pur* 
pofe. 

The  eariieft  dramatick  entertainments  exhibited  in 
England,  as  weU  as  every  other  part  of  Europe,  were  of 
a  religious  kind.  So  early  as  in  the  beginning  of  the 
twelfth  century,  it  was  cuftomary  in  England  on  holy 
feilivals  to  reprefent,  in  or  near  the  churches,  either  the 
Hvesand  miracles  of  faints,  or  the  moft  important  ftories 
of  Scripture-  From  the  fubjed  of  thefe  fpedlacles, 
which,  as  has  been  obferved,  were  either  the  miracles  of 
fainu,  or  the  more  myderious  parts  of  holy  writ,  fuch  as 
the  incarnation,  pafiion,  and  refurredion  of  Chrift, 
thefe  fcriptural  plays  were  denominated  Miracles,  or 
Myfter'ui.  At  what  period  of  time  they  were  firfl 
exhibited  in  this  country,  I  am  unable  to  afcertain. 
Undoubtedly,  however,  they  are  of  very  great  antiquity  ; 
and  Riccoboni,  who  has  contended  that  the  Italian 
theatre  is  the  moft  ancient  in  Europe,  has  claimed 
for  his  country  an  honour  to  which  it  is  not  entitled. 
The  era  of  the  earlieil  reprefentation  in  Italy  S  founded 
on  holy  writ,  he  has  placed  in  the  year  1264,  whea 
the  fraternity  del  GonfaUm  was  eftablifhed ;  but  we  had 
fimilar  exhibitions  in  England  above  1 50  years  before 
that  time.  In  the  year  mo,  as  Dr.  Percy  and  Mr* 
Warton  have  obferved,  the  Miracle-play  of  Saint  Catha^ 
Timet  written  by  Geoffrey,  a  learned  Norman,  (afterwards 
Abbot  of  St.  Alban's,)  was  aded,  probably  by  his 
fcholars,  in  the  abbey  of  Dunilable ;  perhaps  the  firll: 
fpeftacle  of  this  kind  exhibited  in  England  '•  Williant 
Fitz-Stephen,  a  monk  of  Canterbury,  who  according 

*  The  French  theitre  cannot  be  traced  higher  than  the  year  1398^ 
when  the  Myftery  of  the  Paflion  was  reprefented  at  St.  Maur. 

S  ^  Apod  Duneftapliam-.-quendam  iudum  de  fancta  Katerlna  (qoem 

MiRACULA  vulgariter  appellamiit)  fecit.     Ad  que  decoranda,  petik 

a  facxifta  fandi  Albani,  ut  (ibi  caps  chorales  accommodarentur,  et 

obtAOiuu**    Vicv^Abbat.  ad  calc.  Hift.  Mat.  Paris,  folio,  1639.  p.  56. 
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to  the  befl  accounts  compofed  his  verv  carious  work  in 
1174,  about  four  years  after  the  murder  of  his  patron 
Archbifliop  Becket  ,and  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  the  reign 
ofKing  Henry  the  fecond,  mentions,  that  '*  London,  for 
its  theatrical  exhibitions,  has  religious  plays,  either  the 
reprefentations  of  miracles  wrought  by  holy  confeiTors^ 
or  the  fufferings  of  martyrs  ♦." 

Mr,  Warton  has  remarked,  that  **  in  the  time  of 
Chaucer  Plays  of  Miracles  appear  to  have  been  the 
common  refort  of  idle  goflips  in  Lent:** 

4  "  LundonU  pro  fpedaculis  theatraIlbos»  pro  ludis  fcenicis» 
ludos  habit  fandlioreSy  reprsfcntationes  miraculorum  quae  fan£ti  con« 
feirores  operati  funt,  feu  repraefentationcs  paflionum,  quibus  clarult 
ccnftantia  martyrum.**  Defcriftio  nohUiffimat  civitstis  Lundonia* 
Fitz-Stephen's  very  curious  delcription  of  London  is  a  portion  of  a 
larger  work,  entitled  Vita  jonBi  Tbwtta^  Arehiepij'copi  et  Marty risp 
im  e.  Thoman  a  Bccket.  It  is  afcertaincd  to  have  been  written  after 
the  murder  of  Becket  in  the  year  117O)  of  which  Fitz-Stephen  was 
an  ocular  witnefs,  and  while  fCing  Henry  II.  was  yet  living.  A 
modern  writer  with  great  probability  fuppofes  it  to  have  been  compofed 
in  1x74,  the  author  in  one  pafTage  mentioning  that  the  church  of 
Saint  Paul's  was  formerly  metropolitical>  and  that  it  was  thought  it 
would  become  fo  again,  **  ihould  the  citiaens  return  into  the  ifland.** 
In  1 174  King  Henry  II.  and  his  fons  had  carried  over  with  them  a 
confidcrable  number  of  citizens  to  France,  aiid  many  Eoglifli  had  In 
that  year  alfo  gone  to  Ireland.  See  DifTertation  prefixed  to  Fits- 
Stephen's  Dtfcription  of  Londttif  newly  tranjlattd^  &e,  4toi  1771, 
p.  i6.~Near  the  end  of  his  Defcription  is  a  pafTage  which  afcertaint 
it  to  have  been  written  before  the  year  1 182 1  **  Lundonia  et  modcrois 
temporibus  reges  illuftros  magnificofque  peptrit\  imperatrtcem  Mt- 
tildumf  Henricum  regem  tertium,  et  beatum  Thomam'*  [Thomat 
Becket].  Some  have  fuppofed  that  inftead  of  tertlum  we  ought  to  read 
fecundMm,  but  the  text  is  undoubtedly  right ;  and  by  tertwrn,  Fits- 
Stephen  muft  have  noeant  Henry,  the  fecond  fon  of  Henry  the  Second^ 
who  was  born  in  London  in  1156-7,  and  being  heir  apparent,  after 
the  death  of  his  elder  brother  'William,  was  crowned  king  of  England 
in  his  father's  life-time,  on  the  isth  of  July,  1170,  He  was  frequently 
ftyled  rex  fiViut,  rex  juvemst  and  fometimes  he  and  his  father  were 
denominated  Reges  Anglic,  The  young  king,  who  occafionally  exercifed 
all  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  royalty,  died  in  1182.  Had  he  not 
been  living  when  Fitz-Stcphen  wrote,  he  would  probably  have  added 
nuper  defunflum.  Neither  Henry  II,  nor  Henry  III.  were  born  in 
l^ndon.    See  the  DiJfertatioM  above^cited,  p.  iz. 

/      5'  Therefore 
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•'  Thcrfbrc  made  I  my  vifitations 

•'  To  Vigilies  and  to  proceffions  j 

**  To  prechings  eke,  and  to  thifc  pilgrimages, 

'*  liOplajes  9/ miracles,  and  manages',  &c.  '* 

«*  And  in  Pierce  Plowman's  Creed,  a  piece  perhaps 
prior  to  Ciiaucer,  a  i'riar  Minorite  mentions  thele 
Miracles  as  not  lefs  frequented  than  market- towns  and 
/airs: 

*'  Wc  haunten  no  taverns,  ne  hobelen  about, 
' '  A t  markets  and  Miracles  we  meddle  us  never. '  * 

The  elegant  writer,  whofe  words  I  have  jufl  quoted,  has 
^iven  the  following  ingenious  account  of  the  origin  of 
this  rude  fpecies  of  dramatick  entertainment : 

'*  About  the  eighth  century  trade  was  principally 
carried  on  by  means  of  fairs,  which  lafted  feveral  days. 
Charlemagne  eftablilhed  many  great  marts  of  this  fort 
in  France,  as  did  William  the  Conqueror,  and  his 
Norman  fuccefTors,  in  England.  The  merchants  who 
frequented  thefe  fairs  in  numerous  caravans  or  compa- 
nies, employed  every  art  to  draw  the  people  together. 
They  were  therefore  accompanied  bv  ju^jglers,  min- 
ftrels,  and  buffoons;  who  were  no  lefs  mterefled  in 
^ing  their  attendance,  and  exerting  all  their  flcill  on 
thefe  occafions.  As  now  but  few  large  towns  exifted, 
no  pnblick  fpe&acles  or  popular  amufements  were  efla- 
biimed ;  and  as  the  fedentary  pleafures  of  domcftick 
life  and  private  fociety  were  yet  unknown,  the  fair- time 
was  the  feafon  for  diverfion.  In  proportion  as  thefe 
fhews  were  attended  and  encouraged,  they  began  to  be 
fet  o^  with  new  decorations  and  improvements :  and 
the  arts  of  buffoonerv  beine  rendered  Hill  more  attrac- 
tive, by  extending  their  circle  of  exhibition,  acquired 
an  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  By  degrees 
the  clergy  obferving  that  the  entertainments  of  dancing, 
mafick,  and  mimickry,  exhibited  at  thefe  protraded 
annual  celebrities,  made  the  people  lefs  religious,  by 
promoting  idlenefs  and  a  love  of  feilivity,  profcribed 

^  The  Wif  of  Bathes  Prologue,  y.  61 37.     Tyrwhitt'i  edit, 

•  B  3  thefe 
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thefe  fports,  and  excommunicated  the  performers.  But 
finding  that  no  regard  was  paid  to  their  cenfures,  they 
changed  their  plan,  and  determined  to  take  thefe  recrea« 
tions  into  their  own  hands.  They  turned  adiors;  and 
inftead  of  profane  mummeries^  prefented  dories  taken 
from  legends  or  the  bible.  This  was  the  origin  of 
facred  comedy.  The  death  of  Saint  Catharine^  aded 
by  the  monks  of  faint  Dennis,  rivalled  the  popularity 
of  the  profefTed  players.  Mufick  was  admitted  into 
the  churches,  which  ferved  as  theatres  for  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  holy  farces.  The  feftiyals  among  the  French^ 
called  La  fete  de  Foux,  d  PAne,  and  des  Innocens,  at 
length  became  greater  favourites,  as  they  certainly 
were  more  capricious  and  abfurd,  than  the  interludes  of 
the  buffoons  at  the  fairs.  Thefe  are  the  ideas  of  a 
judicious  French  writer  npw  living,  who  has  invefli* 
gated  the  hiftory  of  human  manners  with  great  com« 
prehenfion  and  faeacity." 

**  Voltaire's  theory  on  this  fubjefl  is  alfo  very  inge- 
nious, and  quite  new.  Religious  plays,  he  fuppofes,  came 
originally  from  Conftantinople  ^;  where  the  old  Greciaii 
itage  continued  to  flourifh  in  fome  degree,  and  the 
tragedies  of  Sophocles  and  Euripides  were  reprefented, 
till  the  fourth  century.  About-  that  period,  Gregory 
Kazianzen,  an  archbifhop,  a  poet»  and  one  of  the 
fathers  of  the  church,  baniflied  pagan  plays  from  the 
fkage  at  Conflantinople,  and  introduced  dories  from 
the  old  and  new  Teftament.  As  the  ancient  Greek 
tragedy  was  a  religious  fpedUcle»  a  tranfition  was  made 
on  the  fame  plan ;  and  the  chorufles  were  turned  into 
Chriilian  hymns.    Gregory  wrote  many  facred  dramas 

« <«  At  Conftantinopic"  (as  Mr.  Warton  hat  elfewhcre  obferved,) 
**  it  feems  chat  the  ftage  flouriiked  much,  under  Juftlnian  and  Theo- 
dora, about  tbe  year  540 :  for  in  the  Bafilical  -codea  we  htve  the 
oath  of  an  a^refs,  /uq  afaxctfuv  tcc  trofnuL^,  Tom*  vii*  p.  682. 
edit.  Fabrot.  Grcco-Lat.  The  ancient  Greek  fathers,  particularly 
faint  Chryfoftoffl,  are  full  of  declamation  againft  the  dirtina  $  and 
complain,  that  the  people  heard  a  comedian  with  much  more 
pleafure  than  a  preacher  of  the  gofpeI«^'  Warton'i  Hjft  of  X  /*•  I* 
244.  a. 

for 
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for  Uiis  purpofe,  wliich  have  not  furvived  thoTe  inimi- 
table compofitions  over  which  they  triumphed  for  a 
time:  one,  however,  his  tragedy  called  X^«)»$  wtwx^, 
4>r  Chrift*s  Paffiom,  is  itill  extant.  In  the  prologue  it  it 
laid  to  be  an  imitation  of  Euripides,  and  that  this  is 
the  firft  time  the  Virgin  Mary  had  been  introduced  on 
the  ftage.  The  fafhion  of  ading  fpiritual  dramas,  it 
which  at  firft  a  due  degree  of  method  and  decorum  wai 
preferved,  was  at  length  adopted  from  Conftantinople  by 
<he  Italians;  who  framed,  in  the  depth  of  the  dark  a^es, 
on  this  foundation,  that  barbarous  ^cies  of  theatrical 
reprefentation  called  Mystbribs,  orfacred  comedies^ 
and  which  were  foon  after  received  in  France.  This  opi- 
nion will  acquire  probability,  if  we  confider  the  early 
commercial  intercourfe  between  Italy  and  ConftaB'- 
^nople :  and  although  the  Italians,  at  the  time  when 
they  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  imported  plays  of  this 
nature,  did  not  underhand  the  Greek  language,  yet 
^cy  could  underitand,  and  confequently  could  imitate^ 
what  they  faw. " 

«*  In  defence  of  Voltaire's  hypothefis,  it  may  be 
further  obferved,  that  Tl>e  feaft  of  fools  and  i^itbe  Jfs, 
with  other  religious  farces  of  that  iort,  fo  common  in 
Europe,  originated  at  Conftantinople.  They  were  in- 
^tuted,  although  perhaps  under  other  names,  in  the 
Greek  Church,  about  the  year  990,  by  Theophylad, 
jiatriarch  of  Conilantinople,  probably  with  a  better 
<iefign  than  is  imagined  by  the  eccleuaftical  annalifb; 
that  of  weaning  the  minds  of  the  people  from  the  pagan 
ceremonies,  by  the  fubftitntion  of  chriftian  ^dacles 
partaking  of  the  fame  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs. — To  thofe 
who  are  accuftomed  to  contemplate  the  great  pidlure  of 
human  follies  which  the  nnpoliihed  ages  of  Europe  hold 
up  to  our  view,  it  will  not  appear  furprifing,  that  the 
people  who  were  forbidden  to  read  the  events  of  the 
iacred  hiftory  in  the  bible,  in  which  they  were  faithfully 
and  beautifully  related,  ihould  at  the  fame  time  be  per- 
mitted to  fee  them  reprefented  on  the  ila|;e,  difgraced 
with  the  groifeft  improprieties,  corrupted  with  inventions 
and  addiuons  of  the  moft  ridiculous  kind^  fullied  with 
*B  4  impurities^ 
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ifflparitiesy  and  exprelTed  in  the  language  of  the  loweft 
farce." 

**  On  the  whole,  the  Myfleries  appear  to  have  origi- 
nated among  the  ecclefiafticks ;  and  were  moil  proba- 
bly firit  aded  with  any  degree  of  form  by  the  monks. 
This  was  certainly  the  cafe  in  the  Englifh  Monaderies^* 
I  have  already  mentioned  the  play  of  Saint  Catharine 
performed  at  Dunftable  Abbey  by  the  novices  in  the 
eleventh  century,  under  the  fuperintendance  of  Geoffrey 
a  Pariiian  eccleiiaftick:  and  the  exhibition  of  the  Paffion 
hy  the  mendicant  friers  of  Coventry  and  other  places. 
Inftances  have  been  given  of  the  like  pradice  among  the 
French.  The  only  penons  who  could  now  read,  were  in  the 
religious  focieties;  and  vai'.ous  circumftances,  peculiarly 
ariiing  ^m  their  fituation,  profeffion,  and  inllitution, 
enabled  the  Monks  to  be  the  fole  performers  of  thefe 
reprefcnt ation  s .  *  * 

^'  As  learning  encreafed,  and  was  more  widely  diffe- 
ininated,  from  the  monafteries,  by  a  natural  and  eafy 
tranfition,  the  practice  migrated  to  fchooh  and  univer- 
iities,  which  were  formed  on  the  monaflick  plan,  and 
in  many  refpefts  refembled  the  ecclefiaftical  bodies*.'* 

Candlemas  Dav^  or  The  Slaughter  of  the  Innocents,  writ- 
ten by  Ihan  Parn^ein  1 5 1 2,  Mary  Magdalene,  produced  in 
the  fame  year  ^,  and  The  Promi/es  of  God,  written  by 
John  Bale,  and  printed  in  1338,  are  curious  fpeci- 
mens  of  this  early  fpecies  of  drama.  But  the  moil 
ancient  as  well  as  moft  complete  colledlion  of  this  kind 
is.  The  Chefter  Myfteries,  wnich  were  written  by  Ralph 
Higden/  a  Monk  of  the  Abbey  of  C heller,  about  the 
year  1328  *,  of  which  a  particular  account  will  be  found 

below. 

7  *<  In  fomc  regulations  giTcn  by  Cardinal  Wolfcy  to  the  monafteries 

of  the  Canons  regular  of  Saint  Auftin»  in  the  year  15199  the  brothers 

are  forbidden  to  be  lufores  aut  mimici^  players  or  mimicjcs.     But  the 

^  prohibition  means  that  the  monies  Hiould  not  go  abroad  to  exercife  thefe 

artsin a  fecular  and  mercenary  capacity.SccAnnal.Burtonenfes,p.437.'* 

In  1^89,  however^an  injunction  made  in  the  Mexican  Council 
was  ratified  at  Rome,  to  prohibit  all  clerks  from  playing  in  the  Myfteriet 
c?en  on  Corpus  Chrifti  day.     See  Hist,  or  £•  P.  II.  20X. 

•  Warton*s  History  OP  English  Poitry,  1I»  pp.  366,  r//<^« 

9  Mfs.  Digby,  133.  Bibl.  Bodl. 

}  MCii  Harl.  20x3,  &c.   «  Exhibited  at  Chefter  in  the  year  2327, 

at 
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below.  I  am  tempted  to  tranfcribe  a  few  lines  from 
the  third  of  thefe  pageants.  The  Deluge^  as  a  fpecimen  of 
of  the  ancient  Myfteries. 

at  the  expence  of  the  different  trading  companies  of  that  city;  9% 
Fall  (,fLuciftr,  by  the  Tanners.  *Tbt  Creation^  by  the  Drapers.  Tbi 
Delagif  by  the  Dyers.  Akrabam,  Meicbifidecb,  and  Lee,  by  the 
Barben.  Mofis,  Ba/^k,  and  BaUmm,  by  the  Cappers.  Tbt  Saluta* 
tkm  and  Nativity ^  by  the  Wrightes.  Ibt  Sbepbtrds  feeding  tbeir 
J9€k%  by  nigbti  by  the  Painters  and  Glaziers.  Tbe  tbree  Kings,  by 
the  Vintners.  Tbe  Oblation  oftbe  tbree  Kings,  by  the  Mercers.  Tbt 
kiUiug  oftbe  Innocents,  by  the  Goldfmi^s.  7be  Purification,  by  the 
Blackfmiths.  T^e  Temptation,  by  the  Butchers.  The  laft  Supper,  by 
the  Bakers,  tbt  bi'inj  Men  and  Lazarus,  by  the  Glovers.  Jefut 
mnd  the  Lepers,  by  the  Corvefarys.  Cbrifi^t  P^on,  by  tht  Bowycrs, 
Fletchers,  and  Ironmongers.  Defcent  into  Heli,  by  the  Cooks  and 
Innkeepers.  Tbe  RefurreStion,  by  the  Skinners.  Tbe  Afeenfion,  by 
the  Taylors.  Tbe  EleSion  of  S.  Afatbiax,  fending  oftbe  Holy  Gboft,  ^c, 
by  the  Fifhmongers.  Anticbrift,  by  tbe  Clutmers.  Day  of  Judges 
ment,  by  the  Webilers.  The  reader  will  perhaps  fmile  at  fome  of  thefe 
combinations.  This  is  the  fubftance  and  order  of  the  former  part 
of  the  play.  God  enters  creating  the  world;  he  breathes  life  into  Adam, 
leads  him  into  Paradife,  and  opens  his  fide  while  fleeping.  Adam 
and  Eve  appear  naked,  and  not  afbamed,  and  the  old  ferpent  enters 
lamenting  his  fall.  He  converfes  with  Eve.  She  eats  of  the  forbidden 
fruit,  and  gives  part  to  Adam.  They  propofe,  according  to  the  flage- 
diredion,  to  make  themfelves  fubligacula  a  foiiis  quibus  tegamut 
fudasda.  Cover  their  nakednefs  with  leaves,  and  converfc  with  God* 
Cod*s  curie.  The  ferpent  exit  biffing.  They  are  driven  from  Para- 
dife  by  four  angels  and  the  cherubim  with  a  flaming  fword.  Adam 
appears  digging  the  ground,  and  Eve  fpinning.  Their  children  Caia 
and  Abel  enter:  the  former  kills  his  brother.  Adam*s  lamentation* 
Cain  is  baniihed,''  &c.   Warton's  Hist,  of  E.  P.  I.  243. 

Mr.  Warton  obferves  in  a  note  in  his  firft  volume,  p.  i8o»  that  **  if 
st  be  true  that  thefe  ^Ufteries  were  compofed  in  the  year  1328,  and 
there  was  fo  much  dimculty  in  obtaining  the  Pope^s  permiHion  that 
they  might  be  prefented  in  Englifh,  a  prefumptive  proof  arifes,  that 
all  our  MyJUries  before  that  period  were  in  Latin.  Thefe  plays  will 
therefore  have  the  merit  of  being  the  iirft  Engliih  interludes.** 

Polydore  Virgil  mentions  in  his  book  de  Rerum  Inventoribus,  Lib. 
Y.  c.  %,  that  the  Myfteries  were  in  his  time  in  Engliih.  «  Solemus  vel 
more  prifcorum  fpe^cula  edere  populo,  ut  ludos,  venationes  ^ 
.^recitare  comaedias,  item  in  templis  vitas  divorum  ac  martyria  reprae- 
lentare*  in  quibus,  utcun^tis  par  fitvoluptas,  ^ui  recitant,  vernacuiam 
Gmgumm  tantum  ufnrpant.*^  The  iiri^  three  books  of  Polydore's  work 
were  pnblifted  in  1499  j  in  25 179  at  which  time  he  was  in  England^ 
)ic  added  fire  mote« 

The 
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The  firft  fcenical  diredion  is,^"  Et  prima  inaliqii§ 
Jmpremo  Uco^five  in  nubibus,  Ji fieri  poterat,  loquatur  De  ut 
Md  Noe,  extra  archam  exiftente  cum  tota  familia  /ua*** 
Then  theALMicHTY^  after  expatiating  on  the  fins  of 
mankind,  is  made  to  fay : 

Man  that  I  made  I  will  defb-oye, 
Beaft,  worme,  and  fbwle  to  fley. 
For  one  earth  the  doe  me  nye« 

The  folke  that  are  herone. 
It  harmes  me  fore  hartefully 
The  malice  that  doth  nowe  multiplye. 
That  fore  it  greeves  me  inward! ie 

That  ever  I  made  man* 
Therefore,  Noc,  my  fervant  free. 
That  righteous  man  arte,  as  I  fee, 
A  (hipp  foone  thou  (halt  make  thee 

Of  trees  drye  and  lighte. 
.Litill  chambers  therein  thou  make. 
And  byndinge  flytche  alfo  thou  take. 
Within  and  without  ney  thou  flake 

To  anoynte  yt  through  all  thy  mighte.  Sec* 

After  fome  dialogue  between  Noah,  Sem,  Ham, 
Japhet,  and  their  wives,  we  find  the  following  itage- 
diredtion :  **  Then  Noe  with  all  his  family  ihall  make 
a  figne  as  though  the  wrought  uppon  the  (hippe  with 
divers  infiruments,  and  after  that  God  ihall  ipeake  tQ 
Nbe: 

Noc,  take  thou  thy  mcanye. 
And  in  the  (hipp  hie  that  ye  be. 
For  non  fo  righteous  man  to  me 

Is  nowe  on  earth  livinge. 
Of  clean  beaftes  with  the  thou  take         * 
Seven  and  feven,  or  thou  flake. 
He  and  flie,  make  to  make, 
fiy  live  in  that  thou  bring,  &c. 

**  Then  Noe  fliall  goe  into  the  arke  with  all  his 
fiunilye,  his  wife  excepte.    The  arke  moil  be  boarded 

round 
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round  aboate*  and  uppon  the  hordes  all  the  beaftes  and 
fowles  herea^er  reheaned  muft  be  painted,  that  therq 
wordes  maye  agree  with  the  pidures/' 

Sem.  Sier,  here  are  lions,  libardes,  in, 
HoHes,  marcs,  oxen  and  fwyne, 
Neates,  calves,  iheepe  and  kyne. 
Here  (itten  thou  maye  fee,  &c* 
After  all  the  beafls  and  fowls  have  been  defcribedj 
Noah  thus  addrefles  his  wife : 

NoE.  Wife,  come  in,  why  flandes  thou  there  ? 
Thou  art  ever  froward,  that  dare  I  fwere. 
Come  in  on  Godes  halfe  ;  tyme  it  were. 

For  fear  left  that  wee  drowne. 
Wife,  Yea,  fir,  fet  up  your  faile. 
And  rowe  forth  with  evil  haile. 
For  withouten  anie  faile 

I  wil  not  oute  of  this  toune ; 
But  I  have  my  goflepes  everich  one. 
One  foote  further  I  will  not  gone  : 
They  (hal  not  drown  by  St.  John, 

And  I  may  iave  ther  life. 
They  loved  me  full  well  b^  Chrift: 
But  thou  will  let  them  in  thie  chift, 
Ellis  rowe  forth,  Noe,  when  thou  lift. 

And  get  thee  a  newe  wife. 

At  lens^th  Sem  and  his  brethren  put  her  on  board  by 
£>rce,  and  on  Noah's  welcoming  her,  *'  Welcome,  wife, 
into  this  boate,"  ihe  gives  him  a  box  on  the  ear: 
adding,  **  Take  thou  that  for  thy  note*." 

Many  licentious  pleafantries,  as  Mr.  Warton  has 
obferved,  were  fometimes  introduced  in  thefe  religious 
reprefentations.  *'  This  might  imperceptibly  lead  the 
way  to  fubjeds  entireljr  profane,  and  to  comedy ;  and 
perhaps  earlier  than   is  imagined*    In  a  My ftery  of 

a  It  it  obvious  that  the  tranfcriber  of  thefe  ancient  MyAeries,  which 
appear  to  have  been  written  in  1 328,  reprefentt  them  as  they  were 
exhibited  at  Chefter  in  1600,  aa4  that  he  has  noc  adhered  to  the 
oripaal  •rthograpby. 

iJte 
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fht  Maffacre  of  the  Holy  Innocents  ',  part  of  the  fubjed 
of  a  facred  drama  given  by  the  Englifh  fatherp  at  the 
famous  Council  of  Conflance^  in  the  year  ]4i7>  a  low 
buffoon  of  Herod's  court  is  introduced,  defiring  of  his 
lord  to  be  dubbed  a  knight,  that  he  might  be  properly 
qualified  to  go  on  the  adventure  of  killing  the  mothers 
of  the  children  of  Bethlehem.  This  tragical  bufinefs  is 
treated  with  the  mod  ridiculous  levity.  The  good 
women  of  Bethlehem  attack  our  knight-errant  with 
their  fpinning-wheels,  break  his  head  with  their  diflaffs, 
abufe  him  as  a  coward  and  a  difgrace  to  chivalry, 
and  fend  him  to  Herod  as  a  recreant  champion  with 
much  ienominy.-^— It  is  certain  that  our  anceflors 
intended  no  fort  of  impietv  by  thefe  monflrous  and 
unnatural  mixtures.  Neither  the  writers  nor  the 
fpedlators  faw  the  impropriety,  nor  paid  a  feparatc 
attention  to  the  comick  and  the  ferious  part  of  thefe 
motley  fcenes ;  at  leaft  they  were  perfuaded  that  the 
folemnity  of  the  fubjeft  covered  or  excufed  all  incongrui- 
ties. They  had  no  jufl  idea  of  decorum,  confequently  but 
little  fenfe  of  the  ridiculous :  what  appears  to  us  to  be  the 
highefl  burlefque,  on  them  would  have  made  no  fort  of 
impreflion.  We  muft  not  wonder  at  this,  in  an  age  when 
courage,  devotion,  and  ignorance,  compofed  the  cha- 
rader  of  European  manners ;  when  the  knight  going  to 
a  tornament,  firfl  invoked  his  God,  then  his  miflrefs, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  with  a  fafe  confcience  and 
great  refolution  to  engage  his  antagonifl.  In  thefe 
MyHeries  1  have  fometimes  feen  grofs  and  open  obfceni- 
ties.  In  a  play  of  The  Old  and  Neixj  Tejlament  Adam 
and  Eve  are  both  exhibited  on  the  ftage  naked  ^,  and 
converfing  about  their  nakednefs  ;  this  very  pertinently 
introduces  the  next  fcenc ;  in  which  they  have  coverings 
of  fig-leaves.  This  extraordinary  fpedacle  was  beheld 
by  a  numerous  affembly  of  both  fexes  with  great  com- 
pofure :  they  had  the  authority  of  fcripture  for  fuch  a 

3  Mfs.  Digby  134.  Bibl.  Bodl. 

4  This  kind  of  primitive  exhibition  was  revived  in  the  time  of 
King  James  the  Firft,  feveral  perfons  appearing  almoft  entirely  naked 
In  one  of  the  Maflcs,  which  was  reprefented  before  him,  his  queen, 
and  t  large  aflembly  of  the  Udie«  of  the  court*  It  Is,  if  1  leccoUe^ 
right,  defcribed  by  Wiawood. 

reprefentation 
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reprefentation,  and  they  gave  matters  juft  as  they  found 
them  in  the  third  chapter  of  Genefis.  It  would  have 
been  abfolute  herefy  to  have  departed  from  the  facred 
text  in  perfonating  the  primitive  appearance  of  our  firft 
parents,  whom  the  fpedtators  fo  nearly  refembled  in 
iimplicity ;  and  if  this  had  not  been  the  cafe,  the  dra- 
matics were  ignorant  what  to  rejeft  and  what  to  retain*.** 
^*  I  mull  not  omit,"  adds  Mr.  Warton*,  **an  anecdote 
eotirely  new,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  playing  the 
Mjfteries  at  this  period,  [the  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth 
century,]  which  yet  is  perhaps  of  much  higher  anti- 
quity. In  the  year  1487,  while  Henry  the  feventh  kept 
his  refidence  at  the  cattle  of  Winchefter,  on  occafion  of 
the  birth  of  prince  Arthur,  on  a  Sunday  ,during  the  time  of 
dinner,  he  was  entertained  with  a  religious  drama  called 
Cbrifii  De/cen/us  ad  inferos,  or  Cbrift^s  dtfcent  int» 
Hell.  It  was  reprefented  by  the  Pueri  EUemoJyndrii,  or 
choir-boys,  of  Hyde  Abbey,  and  Saint  Swithin's  priory, 
two  large  monatteries  at  Winchetter.  This  is  the  only 
proof  I  have  ever  feen  of  choir- boys  ading  in  the  old 
Myfteries  :  nor  do  I  recolledt  any  other  inttance  of  a  royal 
dmner,  even  on  a  fettival,  accompanied  with  this  fpecies 
of  diverfion^.  The  ftory  of  this  interlude,  in  which  the 
chief  charaders  were  Chritt,  Adam,  Eve,  Abraham,  and 
Jolm  theBaptift,was  not  uncommon  in  the  ancient  religious 
drama,  and  I  believe  made  a  part  of  what  is  called  the 
LuDus  Paschal  IS,  or  Eafter  Play.  It  occurs  in  the 
Coventry  Plays  aded  on  Corpus  Chrifti  day*,  and  in  the 

Whitfua 

S  Warton*tHiiT*  or  Emclisb  Poitky.  I.  pp«  2^t,et/ef» 

^  Hist,  or  E.  P.  II.  p.  206. 

7  <«£xcept,tbat  on  the  firft  funday  of  the  magnificent  marriage  of  king 
fames  of  Scotland  with  the  princefs  Margaret  of  England,  daughter  of 
Henry  the  feventh,  celebrated  at  Edinburgh  with  high  fplendour, 
<<  after  dynnar  a  Mokaliti  was  pl^ved  by  the  faid  M after  Inglyihe 
and  hys  companions  in  the  prefence  of  the  kyng  and  qweene.**  On  one 
of  the  preceding  days,  **  aftser  foupper  the  kynge  and  qweene  beynge 
togader  in  hyr  grett  chamber,  John  Inglyih  and  hys  companions  plaid J^ 
This  was  in  the  year  1503.  Apud  LeUnd,  coll.  iii«  p.  300.  Append* 
edit,  lyyo.'*  . 

«  See  an  account  of  the  Coventry  Plays  in  Stevens*s  Monafticon, 
Tpit  I.  p.  %i%%    <•  Sir  W.  Ougdale,  fpealdng  of  the  Gray-friars  or 

Francircant 
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Whltfan-plays  at  Chefter,  where  it  is  called  the  Ha  r<^ 
ROWING  OP  Hbll.  The  reprefentation  is,  Chrift 
entering  hell  triumphantly,  delivering  our  firft  parents, 

and 

FriDcifcans  at  Coventry,  fays,  before  the  fuppreflion  of  monafteriea 
this  city  was  very  famous  for  the  pageants  that  were  played  thereia 
upon  Corpus- Chrifti  day;  which  pageants  being  zGttd  with  mighty 
ftate  and  reverence  by  the  friers  of  this  hoofe,  had  theatres 
for  the  feveral  fcenes,  very  large  and  high,  placed  upon  whedes,  and 
drawn  to  all  the  eminent  parts  of  the  city,  for  the  better  advantage  of 
the  fpe£);ators.— An  ancient  manufcript  of  the  fame  it  now  to  be  feen 
Sn  the  Cottonian  Library,  fub.  effig.  Vefp.  D.  8.  Sir  William  citea 
this  manufcript  by  the  title  of  Ludus  Coveniri^i  but  in  the  printed 
catalogue  of  that  library,  p.  113,  it  is  named  thus:  A  colle^ion  of  plays 
in  old  £ngli(h  metre ;  h.  e.  Dramata  facra%  in  qu'ibui  exbibentmr 
biftorist  Vittrh  &  N»  Tefiamtntif  introduQ'u  quafi  iu  fienam  perfamit 
iilic  memoratis,quas  Jecum  invicem  c»lloquentet'pro  hgfniojhgif  poita* 
VUeutur  oiim  coram  fopulo^  Jive  adinfirueadumf  five  adplactndum^  a 
fratrihui  mendUantibmt  reprsejentata*  It  appears  by  the  latter  end  of  the 
prologue,  that  thefe  plays  or  interludes  were  not  only  played  at  Coven- 
try, but  in  other  towns  and  places  upon  occafion.  And  poffibly  thit 
may  be  the  fame  play  which  Stow  tells  us  was  played  in  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  IV.  which  lafted  for  eight  days.  The  book  feems  by  the 
chara^r  and  language  to  be  at  leaft  300  years  old.  It  begins  with 
a  general  prologue,  giving  the  arguments  of  forty  pageants  or  gefti- 
culations,  (which  were  as  fo  many  feveral  a6ts  or  fcenes,)  reprefenting 
all  the  hiftories  of  both  teftaments,  from  the  creation  to  the 
chafing  of  St.  Matbist  to  be  an  apoftle*  The  ftories  of  the  New 
Teftament  are  more  largely  exprefled,  via.  The  Annunciation,  Nati« 
▼ity,  Vifitation }  but  more  efpecialiy  ail  matters  relating  to  the  Paffion 
Tery  particularly,  the  Refurre^ion,  Afcenfion,  the  choice  of  St. 
Matbiai :  after  which  is  alfo  reprefented  the  Aflumptron,  and  laft 
Judgment.  All  thefe  things  were  treated  of  in  a  very  homely  ftile, 
as  we  now  think,  infinitely  below  the  dignity  of  the  fubjed  :  But  it 
feems  the  guft  of  that  age  was  not  nice  and  delicate  in  thefe  matters; 
the  plain  and  incurious  judgment  of  our  anceftors>  being  prepared 
with  favour,  and  taking  every  thing  by  the  right  and  eaiieft  handle  ; 
For  example,  in  the  fcene  relating  to  the  Vifitation : 

Maria,  But  hufiiand  of  on  thyng  pray  you  moft  mekeley, 
I  have  knowing  that  our  cofyn  Elizabeth  with  childe  Up 
That  it  pleafe  yow  to  go  to  her  haftyly. 
If  ought  we  myth  comfort  her,  it  wer  to  me  blys* 
yofeph.  A  Gods  fake,  is  (he  with  child,  fche? 
Than  will  her  hufl>and  Zachary  be  mery. 
In  Montana  they  dwelle^  fti  hence,  fo  mory  the^ 
In  (he  city  of  Juda,  I  know  it  verily  ; 

ft 
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end  the  moft  facred  charaders  of  the  old  and  new  tefta- 
xnents,  from  the  dominion  of  Satan,  and  conveying 
them  into  paradiie. — The  compofers  of  the  Mvfieries 
did  not  think  the  plain  and  probable  events  of  the  new 
teftament  fofficienthr  marvelloas  for  an  audience  who 
wanted  only  to  be  furprifed.  They  frequently  feleded 
their  materialj  from  books  which  had  more  of  the  air  of 
fomance.  The  fubjed  of  the  Myf^eries  juft  mentionol 
was  borrowed  ^m  the  P/eudo-E'vangelium,  or  thtfahuUmt 
^/P^h  afcribed  to  Nicodemas :  a  book^  which  together 
witA  the  nomerons  apocryphal  narratives ,  ^containing 
infinite  innovations  of  the  evaneelical  hiflory,<and  fbrgea 
at  Conftantinople  by  the  early  writers  of  the  Greek 
chorch,  gave  birth  to  an  endlefs  variety  of  legends  coo- 
ceming  the  life  of  Chrift  and  his  apo&les ;  and  which, 
in  the  barbarous  ages,  was  better  eileemed  than  the 
genuine  gofpel,  on  account  of  its  improbabilities  and 
abfnrdities." 

**  But  whatfoever  was  the  fource  of  thefe  exhibitions, 
they  were  thought  to  contribute  io  much  to  the  informa- 


It  it  heace,  I  trowe,  myles  two  a  iifty; 
We  ar  like  to  be  wery  or  we  come  «c  the  fame* 
I  wole  with  a  good  will,  bleflyd  wyfT  Mary  j 
Now  go  we  forth  then  in  Goddys  name,  &c* 

A  little  before  the  refurredion. 

Nm  d^rmStBt  milittst  W  nnnkt  sn'mm  CbriJH  it  hfirm,  cim  Adfl^ 
1^  Eva,  Abraham,  John  Baptift,  tt  aliis* 

^Ummdrifii.  Come  forth,  Adam^  and  Eve  with  tbe^ 
And  all  my  fryndes  that  herein  be. 
In  paradys  come  forth  with  me 

In  blyfle  for  to  dwelle. 
The  feode  of  hell  that  it  yowr  foo. 
He  (hall  be  wrappyd  and  woundyn  in  woo  3 
Fro  wo  to  welth  now  ihall  ye  go. 
With  myrth  ever  mor  to  melle* 
^iJam,  I  thank  the.  Lord,  of  thy  grete  grace. 
That  now  it  forgiven  my  gret  trefpace. 
Now  (hall  we  dwelJyn  in  blyfsful  place,  ftc. 

The  laft  (cene  or  pageant,  which  repreitnts  the  day  of  Ju^gmealy 
Wgint  thofi 
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tion  and  inftrudion  of  the  people  on  the  moft  important 
fubjeds  of  religion 9  that  one  of  the  popes  granted  a' 
pardon  of  one  thoufand  days  to  every  perfon  who  reforted 
peaceably  to  the  plays  performed  in  the  Whitfun  week  at 
Chcfter,  beginning  with  the  creation,  and  ending  with 
the  general  judgment ;  and  this  indulgence  was  lecond- 
ed  by  the  bifhop  of  the  diocefe,  who  granted  forty  days  of 
pardon :  the  pope  at  the  fame  time  denouncing  the 
ientence  of  damnation  on  all  thofe  incorrigible  iinners 
who  prefumed  to  diflurb  or  interrupt  the  due  celebration 
of  thefe  pious  fports*.  it  is  certam  that  they  had  their 
afe,  not  only  in  teaching  the  great  truths  of  fcripture  to 
men  who  could  not  read  the  bible,  but  in  aboliihing  the 
barbarous  attachment  to  military  games,  and  the  bloody 
contentions  of  the  tornament,  which  had  fo  long  pre- 
vailed as  the  fole  fpecies  of  popular  amufement.  Rude 
and  even  ridiculous  as  they  were,  they  foftened  the 
manners  of  the  people,  by  diverting  the  public  attention 
to  fpe^lacles  in  which  the  mind  was  concerned,  and 
by  creating  a  regard  for  other  arts  than  thofe  of  bodily 
firength  and  favage  valour." 

I  may  add,  that  thefe  reprefentations  were  fo  far  from 
being  confidered  as  indecent  or  profane,  that  even  a 
fupreme  pontiff.  Pope  Pius  the  Second,  about  the  year 
1416,  compofed  ancl  caufed  to  be  a£led  before  him  on 
Corpus  Chrifti  day,  a  Myftery,  in  which  was  rcprefented 
the  court  of  the  king  of  heaven^, 

'  Thefe  religious  dramas  were  ufually  reprefented  oa 
holy  feftivals  in  or  near  churches.  '*  In  feveral  of 
our  old  fcriptural  plays,**  fays  Mr.  Warton,   **  we  fee 

Hftcbael.  Surgite,  All  men  aryfe, 

ygnitc  ad  Judicium  j 

For  now  is  fet  the  High  Juftice» 

And  hath  a0ignyd  the  day  of  dome; 

Kepe  you  redyly  to  this  grett  aflyfc. 

Both  gret  and  fmall,  all  and  fum. 

And  of  your  anfwer  you  now  advife, 

What  you  fliall  fay  when  that  yow  com,*'  kc* 

Hiftoria  Hiflrionica,  8vo.  1699,  pp.  15,  17,  iS,  19. 
^  M(r.  Harl.  1124.  2013. 
9  HifirimaftiXf  4C0.  1633,  p.  XZ2* 

fome 
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fome  of  the  ficenes  direfted  to  be  reprefented  cum  cantu  et 
•rgtmts,  a  common  nibrick  in  a  mtfTal.  That  is,  becaufe 
they  were  performed  in  a  church  where  the  choir  affiiled. 
There  is  a  carious  paflage  in  Lambarde's  Topographi- 
cal DiAionary  *,  written  about  the  year  1570,  much  to 
our  purpofe,  which  I  am  therefore  tempted  to  tranfcribe. 
•*  In  the  dayes  of  ceremonial  religion,  they  ufed  at 
Wytney  (in  Oxfbrdfhire)  to  fet  fourthe  yearly  in  maner 
of  a  fhew  or  interlude,  the  refurredion  of  our  Lord,  &c. 
For  the  which  purpoies,  and  the  more  lyvdy  heareby  to 
exhibite  to  the  eye  the  hole  adlion  of  the  refurredlion,  the 
prieftes  garnifhedout  certain  fmall  puppette9,reprefenting 
the  perions  of  Chrift,  the  Watchman,  Marie,  and  others; 
amongeft  the  which,  one  bore  the  parte  of  a  wakinge 
watchman,  who  efpiinge  Chrifte  to  arrife,  made  a  conti- 
nual noyce  like  to  the  (bund  that  is  caused  by  the 
metyn^  of  two  ftickes,  and  was  therefore  commonly 
called  7«fi  Snachr  of  Wytney.  The  like  toye  I  my  felt, 
beinee  then  a  childe,  once  fawe  in  Powles  church,  at 
Lon£>n,  at  afeaftof  Whitfuntyde;  whearethe  comynge 
downe  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  was  fet  fbrthe  by  a  white  pigeon, 
that  was  let  to  fly  out  of  a  hole  that  yet  is  to  be  fene  in 
the  mydil:  of  the  foofe  of  the  great  ile,  and  by  a  longe 
cenfer^  which  defcendinge  out  of  the  fame  place  almoft 
to  the  verie  grounde,  was  fwinged  up  and  downe  at  fuch 
a  lengthe,  that  it  reached  with  thone  fwepe  almoft  to  the 
weft-gate  of  the  churche,  and  with  the  other  to  the 
quyre  ftaires  of  the  fame;  breathinge  out  over  the 
whole  churche  and  companie  a  moft  pleafant  perfume 
of  fuch  fwete  thinges  as  burned  therein.  With  the  like 
doome-lhews  they  ufed  e verie  where  to  furnifh  fondryc 
parts  of  theire  church  fervice,  as  by  their  fpedlacles  of 
the  nativitie,  paflion,  and  afceniion',"  &:c. 

■  P.  459,''edie.  1730.  4to. 

*  This  raiy  fcrve  t«  explain  a  very  extraordinary  paiTage  in  StoWe*t 
jiniishs,  p.  690,  edit.  1605 :  «  And  on  the  morrowe  bee  [King 
Edward  the  Fourth]  went  crowned  in  PauPa  church  in  London,  in 
the  honor  of  God  and  S.  Paule,  and  there  an  ^ngell  camednontp  and 
<tnfid  k'mr 

J  Warton*t  Hist,  or  £.  P,  Vol.  I.  p.  oao. 

Vol.  I.  Paut  II.  ♦  C  In 
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In  a  preceding  pafTage  Mr.  Warton  has  mentionect 
that  the  Tinging  boys  of  Hyde  Abbey  and  St.  Swithin's 
Priory  at  Winchefter  performed  a  MyfUry  before  king 
Henry  the  Seventh  in  1487 ;  adding,  that  this  is  the  only 
inflance  he  has  met  with  of  choir- boys  performing  ia 
Myfteries ;  but  it  appears  from  the  accompts  of  vanous 
monafteries  that  this  was  a  very  ancient  praAice,  pro^ 
bably  co-eval  with  the  earlieft  attempts  at  dramatick 
reprefentations.  In  the  year  1378,  the  fcholars,  or 
chorifters  of  Saint  Paul's  cathedral,  prefented  a  petition 
to  king  Richard  the  fecond^  praying  his  Majefty  to 
prohibit  fome  ignorant  and  unexperienced  perfons  from 
ading  the  History  op  the  Old  Testament,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  cJcrgy  of  the  church,  who  had  ex- 
pended confiderable  fums  for  a  publick  prefent  ation  of 
that  play  at  the  enfuing  Chriftmas.  About  twelve  years 
afterwards,  the  Parilh  Clerks  of  London,  as  Stowe  in- 
forms us,  performed  fpiritual  plays  at  Skinner's  Well  foe 
three  days  fucceflively,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  queen, 
and  nobles  of  the  realm.  And  in  1 409,  the  tenth  year 
of  king  Henry  IV.  they  a^ed  at  CI  er  ken  well  for  eight 
^ays  iucceffively  a  play,  which  *•  was  matter  from  the 
creation  of  the  world,'*  and  probably  concluded  with  the 
day  of  judgment,  in  the  prefence  of  mod  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  England*. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Warton  for  fome  curious  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  thefe  Miracle-plays,  which  **  ap- 
pear in  a  roll  of  the  Churchwardens  of  Bafiingbome  m 

4  Probably  either  the  Che(ler  or  Coventry.  Myfteries.  <•  In  the 
fjgiiorant  ages  the  Pariih-derks  of  London  might  juftly  be  confidered 
as  a  literary  fociety.  It  was  an  eHential  part  of  their  profeflion  not 
only  to  fing,  but  to  read ;  an  accomplifhment  almoft  wholly  confined 
to  the  clergy ;  and,  on  the  whole,  they  feem  to  come  under  the  cbarac* 
ter  of  a  religious  fraternity.  They  were  incorporated  into  a  guild 
or  fellowihrp  by  king  Henry  the  third  about  the  year  1240,  under 
the  patronage  of  faint  Nicholas.— Their  profeffion,  employment, 
and  chara^er,  naturally  dilated  to  this  fpiritual  brotherhood  the 
reprefentation  of  plays,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  fcriptural  kind  s  and 
^eir  conftant  mCtict  in  (hews,  proceffiont,  and  vocal  mufick,  eafily 
accounts  for  their  addrefs  in  detaining  the  beft  company  whick 
England  aftbrded  in  the  fourteenth  ^entary,  at  a  religious  farce,  for 
/kiore  than  on^  week.**  Warton't  JiisT.  or  £•  P.  Vol.  II.  p.  ^96* 

Cambridgeffliire». 
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Cambridgefhire,  which  is  anaccompt  of  the  expenees  and 
receptions  for  ading  the  play  of  S a  i  n  t  G  boh  g  b  at  Bafr 
iingbome,  on  the  fealb  of  faint  Margaret,  in  the  year  15 1 1* 
They  colle&d  upwards  of  four  pounds  in  twenty- fereft 
neignbooring  parilhes  for  ^miming  the  play.  They 
diiburfed  about  two  pounds  in  the  reprefentation*  Thefe 
difburfements  are  to  four  minftrels,  or  waits,  of  Cam- 
bridge, for  three  days,  vs.  vjd.  To  the  players,  in 
bre^  and  ale,  iijs.  ijd.  To  the  farniment^man  for 
^urmmiMts  and  tropyrts ',  that  is,  for  drefTes,  deco* 
rations,  and  implements,  and  for  play-books,  xxs.  To 
JohnHobard,  brother  heo^li  tree  fie  ^  that  is,  a  prieil  of 
the  guild  in  the  church,  for  the  plaj^beok,  ijs.  viiid. 
For  the  cro/ie^  or  field  in  which  the  play  was  exhibits 
ed,  js.  For  propyrte^making,  or  furniture,  js,  ivd» 
For  fifli  and  bread,  and  to  fetting  up  the  ftages,  ivd« 
For  painting  three  fanchoms  and  four  tormentors^  words 
which  I  do  not  nnderlland^  but  perhaps  fantoms  and 

devils •    The  reft  was  expended  for  a  fieaft  on  the 

occaiion,  in  which  are  recited  '  Four  chicken  for  the 
gentilmen,  ivd«'  It  appears  by  the  manufcript  of  the 
Coventry  plays,that  a  temporary  fcaffbld  only  was  ere£led 
for  thefe  performances  ••'*^ 

s  «  The  property-room,**  at  Mr.  Warton  hat  obfeiTed,  «  it  yet 
known  at  our  theatrai.** 

The  following  lift  oi  the  properties  ofed  in  a  Myftery  formed  oo  the 
ftory  of  Tohit  in  the  Old  Teftament,  which  wat  exhibited  in  the  Broad* 
gate,  liacoln,  in  July  1563,  (6  Ella.)  appeared  in  the  Gintlman^M 
3isgMzint  for  June,  1787: 

««  lyiH  «*  Mr*  lf*rtom^t  houfe  in  ttntrt  ofH^iUwm  Smart* 

**  Firft  Hell-mouth,  with  a  nether  chap,  /rnv,  A  prifoo,  with  ^ 
vorertJig.    It.  Sarah*t  chamber.** 

'<  Rtmaim'utr  in  St.  Stoitbim'i  chmrcb, 

«  /f«  A  great  Idol.  It,  A  tomb  with  a  covering.  //.  The  cyty  of 
Jenifaiem  with  towert  and  pioacles.  //•  The  cyty  of  Rages,  with 
towcn  and  pinadet.  //.  The  city  of  Nineveh.  //.  The  kingt  palace 
of  Nineveh.  //.  Old  Tobyet  houfe.  It,  The  kyngt  palace  at  Lachet. 
Xr.  A  firmament  with  a  firey  cloud,  and  a  doable  cloud,  h  tbt  njtodp 
•/  Thomat  Fulbeck,  Aldtrman:^ 

^  HifT.  OP  £.  P.  Vol.  III.  p.  316.  "  Strype,  under  the  year  15599 
fays,  that  after  a  grand  feaft  at  Guildhall,  «  the  fame  day  wat  %[cij[M 
ftt  ip  ia  the  hail  ^  a  pl*y«**    Annt  Ref.  I,  i^y*  edit.  1725. 

C  2  In 
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In  the  ancient  religions  plays  the  Devil  was  very  fre* 
quently  introduced.  He  was  ufually  rcprefented  with 
horns,  a  very  wide  mouth,  (by  meanat  of  a  made)  flaring 
eyes,  a  large  nofe,  a  red  beard,  cloven  feet,  and  a  taiK 
His  cpnftant  attendant  was  the  Vice,  (the  buffoon  of  the 
piece,)  whofe  principal  employment  it  was  to  belabour 
the  Devil  with  his  wooden  clagger,  and  to  make  him  roar, 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  populace^. 

As  the  Myfteries  or  Miracle -pays  «^  frequently  required 
the  introduction  of  allegorical  charaAers,  fuch  as  Cha- 
rity, Sin,  Death,  Hope,  Faith,  or  the  like,  and  as  the 
common  poetry  of  the  times,  efpecially  among  the 
French,  began  to  deal  much  in  allegory,  at  length  plays 
were  formed  entirely  confifting  of  fuch  perfonifications. 
Thefe  were  called  Moralities.  The  Mir acle^f lays 
or  Mystbries  were  totally  dcflitute  of  invention  and 
plan :  they  tamely  reprefented  flories,  according  to  the 
letter  of  the  fcripture,  or  the  refpedlive  legend.  But 
the  Moralities  indicate  dawnings  of  the  dramatick 
art :  they  contain  fome  rudiments  of  a  plot,  and  even 
attempt  to  delineate  charaders,  and  to  paint  manners. 
From  hence  the  gradual  tranfition  to  real  hiflorical  per- 
fonages  was  natural  and  obvious*.'' 

Dr.  Percy  in  his  account  of  the  Englifli  Stage  has 
given  an  Analyfis  of  two  ancient  Moralities,  entitled 
Every  Man^  and  Lujly  J.wventm^  from  which  a  perfedl 
notion  of  this  kind  of  drama  may  be  obtained.  E'verj 
Many/2Ji  written  in  the  reign  of  ^ing  Henry  the  Eighth, 
and  tufty  Jwventus  in  that  of  king  Edward  the  Sixth* 
As  Dr.'  Percy's  curious  and  valuable  colleftion  of  ancient 
Englifh  Poctl-y  is  in  the  hands  of  every  fcholar,  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  merely  referring  to  it.  Many 
other  Moralities  arc  yet  extant,  of  lomc  of  which  I 

^  «'  It  was  a  pretty  part  in  the  old  church-plj^es,^  fays  Biihop  Har- 
(eoet,  *«  when  the  nimble  Vice  wpold  ikip  up  nimhly  like  a  Jacke-an- 
apes  in^o  the  Devirs  necke,  and  ride  the  devil  t  courfe,  and  belabour 
him  with  his  wooden  dagger,  till  he  made  him  roar,  whereat  the  peo« 
pie  would  laugh  to  fee  the  Devil  fo  Vice-haunted.**  Harfenefs  Dt" 
claration  $/  P^ijb  ImpofimrtSy  tec.  4to.  1603. 

■  Warton>  Hist,  or  £;  P.  I.  p.  242.  PctGf%  Relsfuet  tfAMtient 
EniHfl)  Poetry t  VoK  I.  p.  1%Z. 

ihall 
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ikallgive  the  titles  below  ^.  Of  one,  which  is  not  now 
extant,  we  have  a  curious  account  in  a  book  entitled 
"  Mount  Tabor 9  or  Private  Exercifes  of  a  Penitent  Sinner, 
hj  R.  W.  [R.  Willis.]  E/qr.  publijbed  in  the  year  of  his 
age  75,  Anno  Domini,  1639 ;"  an  extradt  from  which 
will  give  the  reader  a  more  accurate  notion  of  the  old 
Mor^ities  than  a  long  difTertation  on  the  fubjeA. 

*'  Ufok   a  stage-play  Which  i  saw  whek 
i  was  a  child. 

•*  In  the  city  of  Gloucefter  the  manner  is,  (as  I  think 
it  is  in  other  like  corporations,)  that  when  players  of 
enterludes  come  to  towne,  they  firil  attend  the  Mayor^ 
to  cnforme  him  what  noble-mans  fervants  they  are,  and 
fo  to  get  licence  for  their  publike  playing ;  and  if  the 
Mayor  like  the  adors,  or  would  fhew  refpedl  to  their 
lord  and  mader,  he  appoints  them  to  play  their  firft 
play  before  himfelf  and  the  Aldermen  and  Common«> 
Counfell  of  the  city ;  and  that  is  called  the  Mayors  play  : 
where  every  one  that  will,  comes  in  without  money,  the 
Mayor  giving  the  players  a  reward  as  hee  thinks  fit  to 
(hew  refpcft  unto  them.  At  fuch  a  play,  my  father 
tooke  me  with  him,  and  made  me  fland  between  his 
Icggs,  as  he  fate  upon  one  of  the  benches,  where  we  faw 
and  heard  very  well*  The  play  was  called  The  Cradle 
of  Security ',  wherein  was  penonated  a  king  or  fome 
great  prince,  with  his  courtiers  of  feveral  kinds,  among 
which  three  ladies  were  in  fpecial  grace  with  him ;  and 
they  keeping  him  in  delights  and  pleafures,  drew  him 
from  his  graver  counfellors,   hearing  of  fermons,  and 

9  il£«fir2^cnr(f9  written  by  John  Skelton ;  JmpmtUnt  Poverty,  1560$ 
Tbt  Life  and  Rtpentanee  0/  Marit  Magdalene f  1 567 ;  The  Trial  of 
^reafurey  1 567;  The  Nice  H^anton,  1508  5  The  DifoheJient  Child,  no 
date  ;  lie  Marriage  ofH^it  and  Science,  1 570 1  The  Interlude  of  Tooth, 
no  date ;  The  longer  tbon  Vwefi,  the  more  Foot  thou  art,  no  date  ;  Tho 
Interttide  of  JVealth  and  Health,  no  date;  All  for  Money,  1578;  Tha 
ConftiBofConJcience,  1581 ;  The  three  Ladies  of  London,  1584^  Tht 
tbrea  Lords  0/ London,  1590  5  Tom  Tyler  and  his  Wife^  dec. 

>  Tht  Cradlo  of  Securitie  js  mentioned  with  feveral  other  Moralitlety 
in  a  play  which  liu  not  bcco  printed,  entitled  Sir  7bomas  M^re,  MIT* 
Harl«  3768, 

C  3  liftCBing 
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liftening  to  good  councell  and  admonitions,    that   in 
the  end  they  got  him  to  Jye  down  in  a  cradle  upon  the 
fla?e>  where  thefc  three  ladies,  joyning  ina  fweet  fong, 
rocked  him  afleepe,  that  he  fnorted  againe ;  and  in  the 
meane  time  clofely  conveyed  ander  the  cloaths  where* 
withall  he  was  covered,  a  vizard,  like  a  Twines  fnout, 
upon  his  face,  with  three  wire  chains  faftened  thereunto, 
the  other  end  whereof  being  holden  feverally  by  thofe 
three  ladies ;   who  fall   to  (inging  againe,   and  then 
difcovered  his  face,  that  the  fpedtators  might  fee  how 
they  had  transformed  him,  going  on  with  their  finging. 
Whilft  all  this  was  adting,  there  came  forth  of  another 
doore  at  the  fartheft  end  of  the  ilage,  two  old  men  ;  the 
one  ill  blew,  with  a  fexjeant  at  armes   his  mace  on 
his  fhoulder;  the  other  in  red,  with  a  drawn  fword^in  his 
hand,  and  leaning  with  the  other  hand  upon  the  others 
fiioulder  ;  and  fo  they  two  went  along  with  a  foft  pace 
round  about  by  the  ikirt  of  the  ftage,  till  at  laft  the/ 
came  to  the  cradle,   when   all  the  court  was  in  the 
greateft  jollity;  and  then  the  foremoft  old  man  with 
Sis  mace  ftroke  a  fearfull  blow  upon  the  cradle ;  where- 
with all  the  courtiers,  with  the  three  ladies,  and  the 
▼izard,  allvanifhed;  and  the  defolate  prince  flarting  up 
bare-faced,  and  finding  himfelf  thus  fent  for  to  judge- 
ment,   made   a  lamentable  complaint  of  his  miferable 
cafe,  and  fo  was  carried  away  by  wicked  fpirits.     This 
prince  did  perfonate  in  the  Morall,  the  wicked  of  the 
world;    the    three  ladies.    Pride,   Covetoufnefs,   and 
Luxury  ;  the  two  old  men,  the  end  of  the  world,  and 
the  Ijaft  judgement.    This  fight  took  fuch  impreffion  in 
me,  that  when  I  came  towards  mans  eflate,  it  was  as 
frcfti  in  mjr  memory,  as  if  I  had  feen  it  newly  afted*.'* 

The  writer  of  this  book  appears  to  have  been  born  in 
the  fame  year  with  our  great  poet  (1564).  Suppofing 
him  to  have  been  feven  or  eight  years  old  when  he  faw 
this  interlude,  the  exhibition  muil  have  been  in  iji'yi 
br  I57«i 

*  AfoMMt  Tahr,  Cfc»  8vo.  1639,  pp.  no,  et  feq.  With  thU 
tnriboi  ektrad  I  Wat  fitowtd,  fcteral  ytari  a^o,  by  the  Rct,  Mr. 

Bowie  of  Jdmifton  near  Saliibary* 

i  ^    "  I  am 
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-  I  am  unable  to  afcertain  when  the  (iril  Morality  appear- 
ed, bat  incline  to  think  not  fooner  than  the  reign  of  king 
'Edward  the  Foorth  ( 1 460).  The  poblick  pageants  of  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  the  Sixth  were  uncommonly  fplen- 
did^  ;  and  being  then  firft  enlivened  by  the  introdudioR 
of  ipeaking  allegorical  perfonages  properly  and  charac- 
tenftically  habited,  they  natursdl]|r  led  the  way  to  thofe 
perfonifications  by  which  Moralities  were  diftinguifhed. 
from  the  fimpler  religious  dramas  called  Myfleries*  Wc 
muft  not  however  fuppofe,  that,  after  Moralities  were  in* 
troduced,  Myileries  ceafed  to  be  exhibited.  We  have 
already  feen.that  a  Myftery  was  reprefented  before  king 
Henry  the  Seventh  at  Winchefler  in  1487.  Sixteen  year^ 
afterwards,  on  the  fir(l  Sunday  after  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter  with  king  James  of  Scotland,  a  Morality  was 
perrormed^.  In  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry 

the 

3  Sec  Warton'i  Hi$t.  or  E.  P.  Vol.11,  p.  199, 

4  Sir  James  Ware  ia  his  utausletf  folio,  1664,  after  having  given  ta 
account  of  the  Statute,  33  Henry  VIJI.  c.  i.  by  which  Henry  wai 
declared  king  of  Ireland,  and  Ireland  made  a  kingdom,  informs  us,  that 
the  new  law  was  proclaimed  in  St.  Patrick's  church,  in  the  prefencf 
•f  the  Lord  Deputy  St.  Leger,  and  a  great  number  of  peers,  who  at- 
tended in  their  parliament  robes.  ^*  It  is  needlcfs,**  (he  adds,}  «  to 
-fDention  the  fealls,  cemediiSy  and  fports,  which  followed.**  *<  Epulas, 
etmstdiaif  et  certamina  ludicra,  quse  fequcbantur,  quid  attinet  dicere  ?** 
The  mendon  of  comedies  might  lead  us  to  fuppofe  that  our  After  king- 
dom had  gone  before  usin  the  cultivation  of  the  drama;  but  I  find 
hwn  a  M^  in  the  library  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  that  what  are 
here  called  comedies,  were  nothing  more  than  pageants,  <*  In  the 
parliament  of  1541,**  (fays  the  author  of  the  memoir,)  «  wherein 
Henry  VIII.  vms  declared  king  oi  Ireland,  there  were  prefent  the 
carls  of  Onnond  and  Defmond,  the  lord  Barry,  M'Gilla  Phardrigy 
chicftajne  of  Oflbry,  the  fon  of  0*Bryan,  McCarthy  More,  with 
many  Iriih  lords ;  and  on  Corpus  Chrifti  day  they  rode  about  the 
ftreets  in  their  parliament-robes,  and  the  Nink  Worthies  waa 
played,  and  the  Mayor  bore  the  mace  before  the  deputy  on  horfeback.** 

Two  of  Bale*s  Myfteries,  God^s  PromifeSf  and  St.  John  Baf>tifi,  we 
h»7t  been  lately  told,  were  a&ed  by  young  mtn  at  the  market-crofs  in 
Kilkenny,  on  a  funday,  in  the  year  1552.  See  Walker*s  Effay  on  the 
hip  Sea^Cf  410.  1789,  and  CoHeff.  de  Rebus  Hiker.  Vol.  II.  p.  388  i 
l>ut  there  is  a  (light  error  in  the  date.  Bale  has  himfclf  informed  us, 
that  he  was  confecrated  Bi(hop  of  Oflfory,  February  2,  1552-3,  (not 
on  the  25th  of  March,  as  the  writer  of  fiale*s  Life  in  JBiogr^pbia  Brim 
tMeifg  averts, )  and  that  be  foon  afterwards  went  te  his  palace  in  Kil* 

C  4  JMsny* 
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the  Eighth  they  were  perhaps  performed  indifcriminafe-*^ 
ly  ;  but  Myfteries  were  probably  feldom  reprefented* 
after  the  (latute  34  and  ^5  Henry  VIII.  c.  i.  which  was 
made,  as  the  preamble  informs  us,  with  a  view  that  the 
kingdom  (hould  be  purged  and  cleanfed  of  all  religious 
flays,  interludes,  rhymes,  ballads,  and  fongs,  which  arc 

kenny.  Theft  Myileries  were  exhibited  there  on  the  loth  of  Auguft^ 
7553»  the  day  on  which  Queen  Mary  wis  proclaimed,  at  appears  from 
his  own  account:  «  On  the  xx  dayeof  Auguft  was  the  ladye  Marye 
with  us  at  KiUcennye  proclaimed  Quene  of  England,  &c.— The  yonge 
men  in  the  forenone  played  a  tragcdye  of  G^ds  Frmmifei  im  the  old 
iawe,  at  the  marlcet-croflfe,  with  organe-plaingot  and  fonges,  very 
apteiy.  In  the  afternone  agayne  they  played  a  comedie  of  Sanff  Joban 
Bapt'iftes  preachinges,  of  Chriftes  bapcifynge,  and  of  his  temptacion  in 
the  wilderneHe ;  to  the  fmall  contentacion  of  the  preftes  and  other  pa-' 
piftes  there.**  TbeVoeacyonofyobanBahyitc,  i6mo«  no  date,  fign.C  8* 
The  only  theatre  in  Dublin  in  the  re^gn  of  queen  Elizabeth  was  a 
booth  (if  it  may  be  called  a  theatre)  ere^ed  in  Hoggin  Green,  now 
College  Green,  where  Myfteries  and  Moralities  were  occafionally  per- 
formed. It  is  Grange,  that  fo  lately  as  in  the  year  1600,  at  a  time 
when  many  of  Shakfpeare*s  plays  had  been  exhibited  in  England,  and 
lord  Montjoy,  the  intimate  fnead  of  his  patrons,  lord  ElTex  and  lord 
Southampton,  was  Deputy  of  Ireland,  the  old  play  of  Corboduck,  writ- 
ten in  the  infancy  of  the  ftage,  (for  this  piece  had  been  originally 
prefented  in  1^62,  under  the  name  of  Ferrtx  and  Pcrrex,)  flioold 
nave  been  performed  at  the  Caftle  of  Dublin :  but  fuch  is  the  fa€t,  if 
we  may  believe  Chetwood  the  prompter,  who  mentions  that  old  Mr. 
Aflibury  had  feen  a  bill  dated  the  7th  of  September  1601,  (queen 
Elizabeth's  birth-day,)  «< /or  max  taptrtfor  t be  piay  of  Cothod\}ck 
done  at  tbe  Caftle,  one  and  twenty  /billings  and  ttuo  groats**^  "Whether 
any  plays  were  reprefented  in  Dublin  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  t 
am  unable  to  afcertaio.  Bamaby  Riche,  who  has  given  a  curious  ac- 
count of  Dublin  in  the  year  1610,  makes  no  mention  of  any  theatrical 
exhibition.  In  1635,  when  lord  Straiford  was  Lord  Lieutenant,  a  thea- 
tre, probably  under  his  patronagCf  was  built  inWerburgh-ftreet;  which, 
under  the  condud  of  the  well  known  John  Ogilby,  Mafter  of  the  Re- 
vels in  Ireland,  continued  open  till  Odober  1641,  when  it  was  (hut 
up  by  order  of  the  Lords  jiiftices.  At  this  theatre  Shirley*s  Rofal 
Mafter  was  originally  reprefented  in  1639,  and  Burners  Landgsrtba 
in  164.1.  In  1662  Ogilby  was  reftored  to  his  office,  and  a  new  theatre 
was  erected  in  Orange -ftreet,  (fince  called  Smock.  Alley)  part  of  which 
fell  down  in  the  year  1671.  Agrippa^  King  of  Alba,  a  tragedy  tranf- 
lated  from  the  French  of  Quinault,  was  adled  there  before  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  in  1675  ;  and  it  continued  open,  I  believe,  till  the  death  of 
king  Charles  the  Second.  The  difturbances  which  followed  in  Ireland 
put  an  end  for  a  time  to  lU  theatrical  entertaininents* 

equally 
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equally  feftiferous  9nd  noy/ome  to  the  commonweal.  Ac 
tkis  time  both  Moralities  and  Myfleries  were  made  thef 
vehicle  of  religious  controverfy ;  Bale's  Comedy  of  the 
three  Laivs  of  Nature,  printed  in  1538,  (which  in  faft  is 
a  Myftcry,)  being  a  difguifed  fatire  againft  popery ;  as 
the  Morality  of  Lu^y  Jwyentus  wa»  written  exprefsly 
with  the  fame  view  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  the 
Sixth  '.  In  that  of  his  fucceffi>r  queen  Mary,  Myfteries 
were  again  revived,  as  appendages  to  the  papiftical  wor- 
ihip»  **  In  the  year  1556,"  fays  Mr* Warton,  **  a  goodly 
'j/tage-pla^  of  the  Pajfton  of  Chrift  wa»  prefented  at  thcf 
Grey-fnars  in  London,  on  Corpus-Chrifti  day,  before 
the  Lord-Mayor,  the  Privy-council,  and  many  great 
cfiates  of  the  realm.  Strype  alfo  mentions,  under  the 
year  1557,  a  ftagc-play  at  the  Grey-friers,  of  the  Pafliort 
of  Chrift,  on  the  the  day  that  war  was  proclaimed  in 
London  againft  France,  and  in  honour  of  that  occafion. 
On  Saint  Olave's  day  in  the  fame  year,  the  holiday  of  the 
church  in  Silver-ftreet  which  is  dedicated  to  that  faint, 
was  kept  with  much  folemnity.  At  eight  of  the  clock 
at  night,  began  a  ftage-play  oi goodly  matter,  being  the 
miraculous  hiftory  of  the  life  of  that  faint,  which  con- 
tinned  four  hours,  and  concluded  with  many  religious 
fongs*."  No  Myfteries,  I  believe,  were  reprefented 
dnnng  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  except  fuch  as  were 
occafionally  performed  by  thofe  who  were  favourers  of 
the   popifti  religion',    and  thofe  already  mentioned, 

known 

3  («  Thu  mode  of  attack**  (as  Mr.  Warton  has  obferved)  «  was 
fel4ofn  returned  by  the bppofite  party  t  the  catholick  worfliip  founded 
on  fenfiUe  repiefentations  afforded  a  much  better  hold  for  ridicule,  than 
the  religion  oi  fome  of  the  feds  of  the  reformers,  which  was  of  a  more 
fimpic  and  fpiritual  nature.'^  Hist,  or  £.  P.  Vol.11,  p.  378,  n. 
The  inoerfode,  however,  called  E*utry  Man,  which  was  written  in 
defence  of  the  church  of  Rome,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  is 
aa  exception.  It  appears  alfi>  from  a  proclamation  promulgated  early 
in  the  reign  of  his  fon,  of  which  mention  will  be  made  hereafter,  that 
the  favotftrers  of  popery  about  that  time  had  levelled  feveral  dramatick  in- 
▼cAives  againft  Archbishop  Cranmer,  and  the  do^ines  of  the  reformers^ 

4  Hist,  or  E.  P.  Vol.  III.  p.  316. 

5  That  Myfteries  were  occafionally  reprefented  in  the  early  part  of 
^aeea  £lJMbeth*t  reign  appears  from  the  aiTertioAS  of  the  controver- 

fial 


a6  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

known  by  the  name  of  the  Chefter  Myfteries,  which  had 
been  originally  compofed  in  1328,  were  revived  in  the 
time  of  king  Henr)r  the  Eighth,  (i533>)  and  again  per« 
formed  at  Cheftcr  in  the  year  1600.  The  laft  Myftery, 
I  believe,  ever  reprefented  in  England,  was  that  of 
Cbrift's  Paffion,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  the  Firft, 
which  Prynne  tells  us  was  •'  performed  at  Elie-Houfo 
in  Holborne,  when  Gundomar  lay  there,  on  Good- 
friday  at  night,  at  which  there  were  thoofands  prefent  V 
In  France  the  reprefentation  of  Myfteries  was  forbid 
in  the  year  1548 »  when  the  fraternity  afTociated  under 
the  name  of  Tbt  ASors  of  our  Sa*viour^s  Paffton^  who  had 
received  letters  patent  from  king  Charles  the  Sixth  in 
1402,  and  had  for  near  150  years  exhibited  religious 
plays,  built  their  new  theatre  on  the  fite  of  the  duke  of 
burgundy's  houfe ;  aad  were  authorifed  by  an  Arret  of 

Sarliament  to  adb,  on  condition  that  **  they  (hould  med- 
le  with  none  but  profane  fnbje^,  {uch  as  are  lawful  and 
Ivoneft,  and  not  reprefent  any  facred  Myfteries^.''  Re- 
prefentations  founded  on  holy  writ  continued  to  be  ex- 
hibited in  July  till  the  year  1660,  and  the  Myftery  of 
Chrift's  Faffion  was  reprefented  at  Vienna  fo  lately  as 
the  early  part  of  the  pnefent  century* 

Having  thus  occauonally  mentioned  foreign  theatres, 
I  take  this  opportunity  to  obierve,  that  the  ftages  of 
'^France  fo  lately  as  in  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth's 
jreign  were  entirely  unfumilhed  widi  fcenery  or  any  kind 
of  decoration,  and  that  the  performers  at  that  time  re- 
mained on  the  fUge  the  whole  time  of  the  exhibition  ; 
in  which  mode  perhaps  our  Myileries  in  England  were 
reprefented.  For  this  information  we  are  indebted  to 
the  elder  Scaliger,  in  whofe  Poeticks  is  the  following 
curious  pafTage*     '*  Nuuc  in  Gallia  ita  agunt  fabulas,  ut 

fial  writers.  **  They  play"  (fayj  one  of  them,)  **  and  counterfeite 
the  whole  Paflion  fo  trimly,  with  all  the  feven  forowes  of  oar  lady, 
aa  though  it  had  been  nothing  elfe  but  a  fimple  and  plain  enteriude,  to 
ipalce  boyea  laugh  at,  and.  a  little  to  recreate  fordwful  harts.**  Bee* 
J^ive  of  the  Romijbe  Cburebe^  1580,  p.  207.   See  iMofupr^y  p.  19,  n.  5* 

^  kijirwrnajhte,  quarto,  1633,  p.  117.  n. 

7  Riccobooi*!  Accmtui  •ftbt  Tbeatra  §fSurtfe^  Svo.  1741,  p*  l^^ 
2  omnia 
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Otfinia  in  confpediu  fint ;  universus  apparatus  ^^ 
pofitis  fublimibus  Jedihus.     Per/on^  iffee  nunquam  difce^ 
dunt :  qui  filent  pro  abfentibus  bahentur.     At  enimvero 
penidiculmn,  ibi  fpedacorem  videre  te  audire,  et  te  vi« 
dere  teipfum  non  aadire  quae  alius  coram  te  de  te  lo- 
qaatur ;    quafi  ibi  non  fis,  obi  es :    cum  tamen  maxi- 
ma poetae  vis  iit»  fufpendere  animos,  atque  eos  facere 
(emperexpedantes.  At  hie  tibi  novum  fit  nihil ;  ut  prios 
fatietas  hibrepat,  quam  obrepat  fames.     Itaque  re£te 
objecit  .£rchyio  Euripides  apud  Ariftophanem  in  Ranis» 
quod  Niobem  et  Achillem  in  fcenam  introduxiiTet  capite 
€0-operto;  neque  nunquam  ullum  verbum  qui  fiut  lo* 
quuti*."     That  is,  "  At  prefent  in  France  [about  the 
year  1556]  plays  are  repre(cnted  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
nothing  is  withdrawn  from  the  view  of  thefpedator.  The 
whole  apparatus  of  the  theatre  confifls  of  fome  high  feats 
ranged  in  proper  order.     The  perfons  of  the  fcene  never 
depart  dunng  the  reprefentation  :  he  who  ceafes  to  fpeak, 
is  coniidered  as  if  he  were  no  longer  on  the  flage.    But 
in  truth  it  is  extremely  ridiculous,  that  the  ipe6lator 
Ihoald  fee  the  ador  liftenbg,  and  yet  he  himfelf  fhould 
not  hear  what  one  of  his  fellow-adors  fays  concerning 
him,  though  in  his  own  prefence  and  within  his  hear- 
ing :   as  if  he  were  abfent,  while  he  is  prefent.     It  is 
the  great  object  of  the  dramatick  poet  to  keep  the  mind 
in  a  conftant  ftate  of  fufpence  and  expedation.     But  in 
oor  theatres^  there  can  be  no  novelty,  no  furprife :  info- 

•  J«!.  C«f.  Scaligcri  Poetscet  Lihri  Septem,  Folio,  1561.  I.  i. 
€•11.  Jaliat  Cxfar  Scaliger  died  at  Agen,  in  the  province  of  Guienne 
M  Frtace,  on  the  ixft  of  Odober,  1558,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age. 
He  wrote  his  Poeticks  in  that  town  a  tew  years  before  his  death. 

Riccoboni  gWet  us  the  fame  account  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  French 
Theatre.  *•  In  the  reprefentations  of  the  Myftcries,  the  theatre  re- 
prefented  paradife,  hell,  heaven,  and  earth,  all  at  once ;  and  though 
the  aftion  Taried,  there  was  no  change  of  the  decorations.  After  an 
aAor  had  performed  his  part,  he  did  not  go  off  the  ftage,  but  retired 
to  a  comer  of  it,  and  fate  there  in  full  view  of  all  the  fpedators.**  JHf- 
'ttrieaiamJ  Critical  jlctount  tf  the  Theatres  in  Europe,  octavo,  174T, 
p.  iiS.  We  ihall  prefendy  fee  that  at  a  much  later  period,  and  long 
after  the  Myfttriea  had  ceafed  to  be  exhibited,  **  though  the  zStion 
dy  there  was  no  change  of  decoration,'*  either  in  France  or  £ng- 

much 
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mach  that  the  fpedator  is  more  likely  to  be  fatiated  with 
what  he  has  already  feen,  than  to  have  any  appetite  for 
what  is  to  come.  Upon  this  ground  it  was,  that  Euri- 
pides ohjeded  toiETchylus,  in  The  Fro^s  of  Arifbphanes, 
for  having  introduced  Niobe  and  Achilles  as  mutes  upon 
the  fcene,  with  a  covering  which  entirely  concealed  their 
beads  from  the  fpedators." 

Another  pradice,  equally  extraordinary ,  is  mentioned 
by  Bulenger  in  his  treatife  on  the  Grecian  and  Roman 
theatres.  In  his  time,  fo  late  as  in  the  year  1600,  all 
the  adors  employed  in  a  dramatick  piece  came  on  the 
fiage  in  a  troop,  before  the  play  began,  and  prefented 
themfelves  to  the  fpedators,  in  order,  fays  he,  to  raife 
^the  cxpedtation  of  the  audience.  «'  Putem  tamen  (quod 
bodiequt  fit)  omnes  aftores  antequam  finguli  agerent, 
confeftim  et  in  lurba  in  profcenium  prodiifle,  ut  fui  ex- 
pedationem  commoyerent »."  I  know  not  whether  this 
was  ever  pradifed  in  England.  Inftead  of  raiiing,  it 
Ihould  feem  more  likely  to  reprefs,  expedation.  I  fup- 
pofe,  however,  this  writer  conceived  the  audience  would 
be  animated  by  the  number  of  the  charaders,  and  that 
this  difplay  would  operate  on  the  gaping  fpedators  like 
fome  of  our  modern  enormous  play-bills  ;  in  which  the 
length  of  the  fliow  fometimes  conftitutes  the  principal 
merit  of  the  entertainment. 

Mr.  Warton  obferves  that  Moralities  were  become  (b 
fafiiionable  a  fpedacle  about  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Seventh,  that  *'  John  Raftall,  a  learned  typo- 
grapher, brother-in-law  to  Sir  Thomas  More,  extended 
Its  province,  which  had  been  hitherto  confined  either  to 
moral  allegory,  or  to  religion  blended  with  bufibonery^ 
and  conceived  a  defign  of  making  it  the  vehicle  of  fci« 
ence  and  philofophy.  With  this  view  he  publifhed  Anenu 
Interlude  and  a  mery,  of  the  nature  of  the  iiij, EU" 
ments,  declaring  many  prof  er  points  of  philofophy  naturally 
and  dyvers  ftraunge  landys,  6fr.  In  the  cofmographical 
part  of  the  play,  in  which  the  poet  profeiTes  to  treat  of 

9  Bttleogeri  de  Tbegtro,  8to*  i6oo*  1.  z*  p«  6o.  b. 

4(y*veri 
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dymtrs  ftraungt  landys^  and  of  the  71  enjo 'found  landys^  the 
tradsof  hmtxldi  recently  dilcovered^  and  the  mannors  of 
the  nativesy  are  defcribed.  The  characters  are,  a  Mef- 
ienger,  who  fpeaks  the  prologue.  Nature,  Humanity, 
Studioas  Defire,  Senfual  Appetite,  a  Taverner,  Expe- 
rience, and  Ignorance  '.'* 

As  it  is  uncertain  at  what  period  of  time  the  ancieAt 
Myfteries  ceafed  to  be  reprefented  as  an  ordinary  fpe^a- 
de  for  the  amofement  of  the  people,  and  Moralities  were 
fabflituted  in  their  room,  it  is  equally  difficult  to  afcCT- 
tain  the  precife  time  when  the  latter  gave  way  to  a  more 
legitimate  theatrical  exhibition.  We  know  that  Mora- 
lities were  exhibited  occafionally  during  the  whole  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  even  in  that  of  her  fuc- 
ceifor,  long  after  regular  dramas  had  been  prefented  on 
the  fcene^;  but  I  fulled  that  about  the  year  1570  (the 
1 3th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth)  this  fpecies  of  drama  be- 
gan to  lofe  much  of  its  attradlion,  and  gave  way  to  fome- 
thing  that  had  more  the  appearance  of  comedy  and 
tragedy.  Gammer  Gurton'j  Needle,  which  was  written  by 
Mr.  Sill,  (afterwards  bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,)  in  the 
93d  year  of  his  age,  and  a£led  at  Chrift's  College, 
Cambridge,  in  1566,  is  pointed  out  by  the  ingenious 
writer  of  the  trad  entitled  Hifloria  Hijfrionica,  as  the 
£rft  pifcce"  that  looks  like  a  regular  comedy ;"  that  is, 
the  ftrilplay  that  was  neither  Myftery  nor  Morality,  and 
in  which  fome  humour  and  difcrimination  of  charader 
may  be  fbond.-  In  1561-2  Thomas  Sackville  lord  Buck- 
bora,  andjThomas  Norton,  joined  in  writing  the  tragedy 

*  HiiT.  or  E.  P.  Vol.11,  p.  364.  *^  Dr.  Percy  foppofei  this  play 
$0  have  been  written  tbout  the  year  1510,  from  the  following  lines : 

a  ...Within  this  XX  yere 

«<  Wefhrarde  he  found  new  Undet 

**  That  we  never  hirde  tell  of  before  this.** 
The  Weft-tndies  were  difcovered  by  Columbus  in  1491."    Ibid. 

s  The  licence  granted  in  1603  to  Shakfp'eare  and  his  fellow-come* 
dians,  authorifes  them  to  play  comedies,  tragedies,  hiftories,  inter- 
lades,  wrafs,  paftorals,  &c.  See  alfo  Tbe  fluU  Hornetooke,  1609  s 
*'  -^if  in  the  middle  of  his  play,  (bee  it  paftoral  or  comedie,  morsU 
m  traf^e,)  yon  riie  with  a  ihrewd  and  difconteated  face,**  &c. 

of 
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oiFerrex  and  Porrex,  which  was  exhibited  on  the  i8t^ 
of  January  in  that  year  by  the  Students  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  before  queen  Elizabeth  at  Whitehall.  Neither 
of  thefe  pieces  appears  to  have  been  aded  on  a  publlck 
theatre,  nor  was  there  at  that  time  any  building  in 
London  conftruded  folely  for  the  purpofe  of  reprefenting 
plays.  Of  the  latter  piece,  which,  as  Mr.  Warton  has 
obferved,  is  perhaps  **  the  £rft  fpecimen  in  our  lan- 
guage of  an  heroick  tale  wriuen  in  wexic,  and  divided  in^ 
to  aids  and  fcenes,  and  doathed  in  all  the  formalities  of 
a  regular  tragedy,"  a  coned  analysis  may  be  found  in 
the  History  of  English  Poetry',  and  the  play 
itfelf  within  thefe  few  years  has  been  accurately  re- 
printed. 

It  has  been  jnftly  remarked  by  the  fame  judicous  wri- 
ter, that  the  early  pradice  of  performing  plays  in  fchooU 
and  univerfities  greatly  contributed  to  die  improvement 
of  our  drama.  *'  While  the  people  were  amufed  with 
Skelton's  Trial  of  Simony,  Bale's  God*s  Promi/es,  and 
Cbrift^s  Dejcent  into  Hell,  the  fcholars  of  the  times  wer« 
compofing  and  ading  plays  on  hilbrical  fubjeds,  and  ia 
imitation  of  Flautus  and  Terence.  Hence  ideas  of  legi* 
timate  fable  muft  have  been  imperceptibly  derived  to 
the  popular  and  vernacular  drama  ^.^ 

In  confirmation  of  what  he  has  fu^efted,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  the  principal  dramat^k  writers,  before 
Shakfpeare  appeared,  were  fcholars.  Greene,  Lodge» 
Peele,  Marlowe,  Nafhe,  Lily^  and  Kyd,  had  all  a  re* 
gular  univerfity  education.^  From  whatever  caufe  it 
may  have  arifen,  the  dramatick  poetry  about  this  period 
certainly  a£umed  a  better,  though  kill  an  exception- 
able, form.  The  examjple  which  had  been  fumiihed  hj 
Sackville  was  quickly  followed,  and  a  great  number  of 
tragedies  and  hiilorical  plays  was  produced  between  the 
years  1570  and  1590;  fome  of  which  are  flill  extant^ 
though  by  far  the  greater  part  is  loft.    This^  I  appre- 

3  Vol.  III.  pp.  355,  et  fcq. 

4  Hjst.  or  £•  P.  II.  p.  388* 

lend; 
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kndy  was  the  great  era  of  thoTe  bloody  and  bombaftick 
^iecet»  which  afibrded  fubiequent  writers  perpetual  to* 
picks  of  ridicule :  and  during  the  fame  period  were  ex« 
hibited  many  Hifimest  or  h^rical  dramas,  formed  on 
•or  Engliih  ChronicleSy  and  repreientin^  a  feries  of 
CTents  £mply  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  hap- 
pened* Some  have  fappofed  that  Shakfpeare  was  the 
arft  dramatick  poet  that  introduced  this  fpecies  of  dra-% 
ma ;  but  this  is  an  undoubted  error.  I  have  elfewhere 
ebferved  that  every  one  of  the  fubjeds  on  which  he  con<>* 
&iided  his  hifiorical  plays,  appears  to  have  been  drama-' 
tized,  and  brought  upon  the  fcene,  before  his  time  '.^ 

5  See  Vol.  VI.  p.  426. 

GofTon  in  his  Plaji  Coufmted  i*  Jivi  affionSf  printed  about  the  year 
«5So,  fayf|  **  In  playes  either  thole  things  are  fained  that  never  were, 
»Cgfid  and  Pptbif  plaid  at  Paolea  \  [he  meanti  in  Paul's  fchoolj^- 
«r  if  a  trae  bifirk  be  taken  in  hand^  it  is  made  like  our  ikavelings* 
loogcft  at  the  rifing  and  falling  of  the  funne.**  From  the  iame  writer 
wcieaniy  that  many  preceding  dramatick  poets  had  travelled  over  the 
groond  in  which  the  (ubjeQs  of  feveral  of  Shakfpeare*s  other  plays  may 
ke  foond.  **  \  may  boldly  fay  it,  (fays  Goflbn)  becaufe  I  have  feene  it, 
that  tbfPaiste  •/  Pltmjfnre^  tht  Golden  Aife,  the  iCthiopian  Hifto- 
ficy  Aaadis  of  f  raoDoe,  the  Roond  table,  bawdie  comedies  in  Latin^. 
Frcoch,  Italian,  and  Spaniih,  have  beene  tborongbiy  ranfackt  to  fur« 
mil  the  playe-honies  in  London.**    Signat.  D  5.  b. 

Lodge,  bis  antagoniftin  this  controvcrfyy  in  his  Play  of  play t  and 
faftimeit  n  work  which  I  have  never  feen,  urges,  as  Prynne  informs 
BSy  in  defence  of  plays,  that  <<  they  dilocidate  and  vreli  explain  many 
dtfke  obfcoie  kiJf$ri§Sf  imprinting  them  in  men*s  minds  in  foch  inde« 
liblc  charaAera  that  they  can  hardly  be  obliterated.**  Hiftriomafli^ 
p.  940.  See  alio  Heywood*s  Apology  for  ASori^  i6ift :  «  Plays  have 
made  die  ignorant  more  apprehenfive,  taught  the  unlearned  the  know- 
ledge of  many  famous  bijloriet  $  inftruded  fuch  as  cannot  reade,  in  the 
difeovery  of  our  Englijb  CbronicUt  t ^^nd  what  man  have  you  now  of 
ikat  weake  capacity  that  cannot  difcourfe  of  any  notable  thing  record* 
•d,  mMMjrom  WilVwrn  tht  Conaueror^  nay  from  the  landing  of  Brute^ 
vntill  this  day,  being  pofleft  of  their  true  ufe,?**— In*Florio*s  dialogues 
ia  Italian  and  Englilh,  printed  in  1591,  we  have  the  following  dialogue  i 

**  G.  After  dinner  we  will  goe  fee  a  play.    • 

H.  The  plaies  that  they  play  in  England  are  not  right  comedies. 

T.  Yet  they  do  nothing  elfe  but  plaie  every  daye. 

If.  Yea,  but  they  are  neither  right  comedies,  nor  right  tragedies*  * 

C  How  would  you  name  them  then  ? 

-J2«  ReprvfcntatioAt  ofbiJhrUf,  withovt  kny  d«€orom»** 

Thi^ 
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The  hiftorical  drama  is  by  an  elegant  modern  write/ 
iappofed  to  have  owed  its  rife  to  the  publication  of  Tb$ 
Mirrourfor  Magiftraiesy  in  which  many  of  the  moft  dif- 
tin^ifhed  characters  in  Englifh  hiftory  are  introduced, 
giving  a  poetical  narrative  of  their  own  misfor- 
tunes •  Of  this  book  three  editions,  with  various  al- 
terations and  improvements,  were  printed  between  1565 
and  1587. 

At  length  (about  the  year  1591)  the  great  lumi- 
nary  of  the  dramatick  world  blazed  out,  and  our 
poet  pradiiced  thofe  plays  which  have  now  for  two  hun- 
dred years  been  the  boa&  and  admiration  c^  his  country- 
men. 

Our  earliefl  dramas,  as  we  have  feen,  were  reprefent- 
ed  in  churches  or  near  them  by  ecclefiaflicks :  but  at  a 
very  early  period,  I  believe,  we  had  regular  and  efta- 
blilhed  players,  who  obtained  a  livelihood  by  their  art* 
So  early  as  in  the  year  1 378,  as  has  been  already  noticed, 
the  finging-boysof  St.  Paul's  reprefented  to  the  king,  that 
they  had  been  at  confiderable  expence  in  preparing  a 
ilage  reprefentation  at  Chriilmas.  Thefe,  however,  can- 
not properly  be  called  comedians,  nor  am  I  able  to 
point  out  the  time  when  the  profeffion  of  a  player  became 
common  and  eftablifiied.  It  has  been  Tuppofed  that  the 
licenfe  granted  by  (jpeen  Elizabeth  to  James  Burbage 
and  others,  in  I574>  was  the  firft  regular  licenfe  ever 
granted  to  comedians  in  England ;  but  this  is  a  nriftake, 
for  Heywood  informs  us  that  fimilar  licenfes  had  been 
granted  by  her  father  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  king  Ed- 
ward the  Sixth,  and  queen  Mary»  Stowe  records,  that 
"  when  king  Edward  the  ^Fourth  would  ihew  himfelf  in 
itate  to  the  view  of  the  people,  he  repaired  to  his  palace 
at  St.  John's,  where  he  was  ^ccufiomed  to  fee  the  City 
ABon'^J'*  In  two  books  in  the  Remembrancer's-ofEce  in 

the 

*  Walpolc's  Rovaland  Noble  Authors^  Vol.  I.  p.  i66. 

7  Apology  for  ASors^  4to.  1612,  Signal.  E  I.  b.  '  *<  Since  then,'* 
adds  Heywood,  "  that  houfe  by  the  princes  free  gift  hath  be- 
longed to  the  office  of  the  Revels,  where  our  court  pi  ayes  b«ve  been 
in  late  dayet  yearely  rehearfed,  perfedcd,  and  corre^cd,  before  they 
(om«  to  the  publike  view  of  the  prince  and  the  nobility.'*   Thn  houfe 

mud 
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the  Exchequer «  containing  an  account  of  the  daily  ex* 
pences  of  king  Hcniy  the  Seventh^  are  the  following 
articles ;  from  which  it  appears  that  at  that  time  players, 
both  French  and  £ngli(h,* made  apart  of  the  appendages 
of  the  court,  and  were  fupported  by  regal  eftabliihnient. 

"  Item,  to  Hampton  ot  Worcefter  for  makjng  of  ba- 
lades,  208.  Item,  to  my  ladie  the  kings  moders  poete, 
66s.  8d.  Item,  to  a  Welfh  Rymer,  in  reward,  13s.  4d« 
Item,  to  my  Lord  Privie-Seals  fole,  in  rew.  los.  Item, 
to  Pachye  the  fole,  for  a  rewt  6s.  8d*  Item,  to  the 
£x)liih  duke  of  Lancafter,  3s.  Item,  to  Dix  the  foles  maf- 
ter,  for  a  months  wages,  jos.  Item,  to  the  King  of 
Frances  fole,  in  rew.  4I.  Item,  to  the  Frenjbe  flayers,  in 
lew.zos.  Item,  to  the  tumbler  upon  the  ropes,  20s.  Item, 
£9r  heling  of  a  feke  maid,  6s.  8d,  [Probably  the  piece 
of  gold  given  by  the  king  in  touching  for  the  evil.] 
Item,, to  my  lord  princes  organ-player,  for  a  quarters 
wages  at  Michell.  los.  Item,  to  the  placers  of  London ^ 
in  reward,  jos.  Item,  to  Mailer  Barnard,  the  blind 
poete,  IOCS.  *Item,  to  a  man  and  woman  for  flrawber- 
lies,  8s«  4d.  Item,  tq  a  woman  for  a  red  rofe,  is.*' 
rtlie' foregoing  extrafls  are  from  a  book  of  which  almoft 
every  page  is  figged*  by  the  king's  own  hand,  in  the 
13th  vear  of  his.  reign.  The  following  are  taken  from 
a  book  which  contains  an  account  of  expences  in  the  9th 
year  of  his  reign.  **  Item,  to  Cart  tor  writing  of  a 
boke,  6s.  8d*  Item,  payd  for  tnuo  tlayes  in  the  halU 
^|^s.  8d.  Item,  to  the  kings  players  for  a  reward,  iocs. 
item,  to  the  king  to  play  at  cardes,  iocs.  Item,  loft  to 
my  lord  Morging  at  buttes,  6s.  8d.  Item,  to  Harry 
Pyning,  the  king's  godfon,  in  reward,  20s,  Item,  to 
the  players  that  begged  by  the  way,  6s.  8d*." 

Some  of  thefe  articles  I  have  preferved  as  curious, 
though  they  do  not  relate  to  the  fubjed  immediately  be- 
fore us.  This  account  afcertains,  that  there  was  then 
not  only  a  regular  troop  of  players  in  London,  but  alfo 

mvft  have  been  chofen  on  account  of  its  neighbourhood  to  Whitehall, 
where  the  royal  theatre  then  war.  The  regular  office  of  the  Revels  at 
that  time  was  on  St.  Peter's  hill,  near  the  Blackfriars*  playhoufe. 

*  For  tbefe  extra^s  I  am  indebted  to  Francis  Grofe,  efq.  to  whom 
etery  admirer  of  the  venerable  remains  of  Eogliih  antiquity  has  the 
h^beft  obljgatians. 

Vol.  I.  Part  II.  •D  a  royal 
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a  royal  company.  The  intimate  knowledge  of  the  French 
laneuage  and  manners  which  Heniy  moft  have  acquired 
during  his  long  (bjoarn  in  foreign  coarts,  (from  1 471  to 
1485 ,)  accounts  for  the  article  relative  to  the  company  of 
French  players. 

In  a  Manufcript  in  theCottonian  library  in  theMofeom,. 
a  narrative  is  given  of  the  fhews  and  ceremonies  exhi* 
bited  at  Chriftmas  in  the  fifth  year  of  this  king's  reign, 
1490.  *'  This  Criftmais  I  faw  no  difgyfyngs,  and  but 
right  few  pleys ;  but  ther  was  an  abbot  of  m if- rule, 
that  made  muche  fport»  and  did  right  well  his  office.— 
On  CandcH  Mafs  day,  the  king,  the  qwen,  my  ladye  the 
kings  moder»  with  the  fubftance  of  al  the  lordes  temporell 
preient  at  the  parlement,  &c.  wenten  a  proceilion  from 
the  chapcll  into  the  hall,  and  foo  intoWcftmynfter  Hall  :— 
The  kyng  was  that  day  in  a  riche  gowne  of  purple,  pirled 
withe  gold,  furred  wythe  fabuls.— -At  nyght  Uie  king, 
the  qwene,  and  my  ladye  the  kyngs  moder,  came  into  the 
Whit  hall,  and  ther  had  fl//o;." — **  On  New-yeeres  day 
at  nyght,  (fays  the  fame  writer,  fpeaking  of  the  year 
148H,}  ther  was  a  goodly  diigyfing,  and  alfo  thir 
Criftmafs  ther  wer  many  and  dy^irs  playis  •.** 

A  proclamation  which  was  ilTuedoatin  the  year  1547 
by  king  Edward  the  Sixth,  to  prohibit  for  about  two 
months  the  exhibition  of  *'  any  kind  of  interlude,  play, 
dialogue,  or  other  matter  fet  forth  in  the  form  of  a  play, 
in  the  Englifli  tongue,''  defcribes  plajrs  as  a  familiar 
entertainment,  botn  in  London,  and  in  the  country', 
and  the  profeffion  of  an  ^^lor  as  common  and  eftablifhed. 
"  Forafmuch  as  a  great  number  of  thofe  that  be  common 

*  Leiand.  CoIlcQ.  Vol.  IV.  Append,  pp.  235,  256.  edit.  1774. 

*^  Itinerant  comp^otes  of  adtors  are  probably  coeval  with  the  Arft  rife 
of  the  Englifli  ftage.  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  bounty  to  Tome  droll- 
ing players  has  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding  page*  In  1556,  the 
fourth  year  of  queen  Mary,  a  remonftrance  was  iflued  from  the  privy, 
council  to  the  lord  Prefident  of  the  North,  dating,  *<  that  certain  lewd 
[wicked  or  difTblute]  perfoos,  naming  themfelves  to  be  the  fervants  of 
air  Francis  Lake,  and  wearing  his  livery  or  badge  on  their  ileeves, 
have  wandered  about  thefe  north  parts,  and  reprefenting  certain  plays 
and  interludes,  reflecting  on  the  queen  and  her  conforc,  and  the  for- 
malities of  the  mafs.**  St7pc'a  Mm9rUl%^o\n  III.Appeiid.  III.  p.  185. 
2  players 
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plajirs  QfintirUults  and  play es,  as  well  withia  the  city  of 
London  as  elfewhere  within  the  realme,  doe  for  the  moft 
part  play  fach  interludes  as  contain  matter  tending  to 
fedition',*'  &c.  By  common  players  of  interludes  here 
jnentioned,  I  apprehend,  were  meant  the  players  of  the 
city,  as  contradiftinguiihed  from  the  king's  own  fer- 
vants.  In  a  Manofcript  which  I  faw  fome  years  ago,  and 
which  is  now  in  the  Library  of  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown> 
are  fundry  charges  for  the  players  belonging  to  king 
£dward  the  Sixth ;  but  I  have  not  preferved  the  arti- 
cles. And  in  the  houfehold- book  pf  queen  Mary,  in  the 
Library  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  is  an  entry  which 
ihews  that  (he  alfo  had  a  theatrical  eftablidiment :  **  Eight 
players  of  interludes,  each,  66s.  8d.— 26I.  13s.  4d." 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  originally  plays 
were  performed  in  churches.  Though  Bonner  bifiiop  of 
London  iflued  a  proclamation  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocefe 
in  1542,  prohibiting  **  all  manner  of  common  plays,  . 
games,  or  interludes,  to  be  played,  fet  forth,  or  declared 
within  their  churches,  chapels,"  &c.  the  pradice  feems 
to  have  been  continued  occafionally  during  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth ;  for  the  author  of  The  Third  Blaft  of 
retrait  from  plays  amd  flayers  complains,  in  1580,  that 
**  the  players  are  permitted  to  publifh  their  mammetrio 
in  every  temple  of  God,  and  that  throughout  England ;" 
&c.  and  this  abufe  is  taken  notice  of  in  one  of  the 
Canons  of  King  James  the  Firft,  given  foon  after  his 
acceffion  in  the  year  1603.  Early  however  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign  the  eftablifhed  players  of  London  be- 
gan to  ^Qi  in  temporary  theatres  conftrufled  in  the  yards 
of  inns  * ;  and  about  the  year  1 570, 1  imagine,  one  or  two 

«  Faller*f  Chmrth  Htft.  B.  VII.  p.  390.  ^ 

*  <<  In  proceis  of  time  it  [pUying]  became  an  ftcupatlon,  and  many 
there  were  that  followed  it  foi  a  livelihood,  and,  what  was  worfe,  it 
became  the  occafion  of  much  fin  and  e?il ;  great  muldtodet  of  people, 
efpecially  yooth,  in  queen  £liaabeth*s  reign,  reforting  to  thefe  plays : 
and  being  commonly  aded  on  fundays  and  /eftivals,  the  churches  were 
forfaken,  and  the  playhoufes  thronged.  Great  inns  were  ufcd  for  this 
porpofe,  which  had  fecret  chambers  and  places,  as  well  as  open  ftaget 
and  gaUcries.'*  Strype'f  Additions  to  Stcwe*t  Survtyi  folio,  1720. 
Vol.  J.  p.  247* 
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regular  playhoufes  were  ercdlcd^.    Both  the  theatre  m 
Blackfriars  and  that  in  Whitefriars  were  certainly  built 
before  1580;  for  we  learn  from  a  puritanical  pamphlet 
publifhcd  in  the  laft  century,  that  foon  after  that  year, 
•*  many  goodly  citizens  and  well  difpofed  gentlemen  of 
London,  confidering  that  play-houfes  and  dicing-houfes 
were  traps  for  young  gentlemen,  and  others,  and  per- 
ceiving that  many  inconveniences  and  great  damage 
would  enfue  upon  the  long  fufFering  of  the  fame, — ac- 
quainted fome  pious  magidrates  therewith, — who  there- 
upon made  humble  fuite  to  Queene  Elizabeth  and  her 
privy-councell,  and  obtained  leave  from  her  majefly  to 
thrud  the  players  out  of  the  citty,  and  to  pull  down  all 
playhoufes    and   dicing-houfes  within    their  liberties ; 
which  accordingly  was  effe^ed,  and  the  playhoufes  in 
Gracious-ftreet,  Bi(hopfgate-ilreet,  that  nigh  Paul's,  that 
on  Ludgate-hill,  and  the  White-friers,  were  quite  pull- 
ed down  and  fupprefTed  by  the  care  of  thefe  religious 
fenators^."  The  theatre  in  Blackfriars,  not  being  within 
the  liberties  of  the  city  of  London,  efcaped  the  fury  of 
thefe  fanaticks.     Elisabeth,  however,  though  (he  yielded 
in  this  inftance  to  the  frenzy  of  the  time,  was  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  her  reign  a  favourer  of  the  ftage,  and  a 
frequent  attendant  upon  plays.     So  early  as  in  the  year 
1 569,  as  wc  learn  from  another  puritanical  writer,  the 
children  of  her  chapel,  (who  are  defcribed  as  **  her  ma- 
jcily's  unfledged  minions,")  **  flaunted  it  in  their  filkes 
and  fattens,"    and  adled  plays  on  profane  fubjeds   in 

3  <<  In  playes  either  thofe  thinges  are  falned  that  never  were,  at  Cupid 
and  Pjycbi,  played  at  Faules,  [the  fchool-room  of  St.  Paul's,]  and  a 
great  uiany  comedies  more  at  tbe  B/ackfriersy  and  in  ev^ry  playboufi  in 
London,  which  for  brevity  fake  I  over-lkippe  j  or,"*  Sec,  Piayt  confuted, 
in  five  ASfi-^ns,  by  Stephen  Goflbn,  no  date,  but  printed*^  about  the 
year  15S0. 

^  Richard  Reulidge*s  Monfter  lately  found  out  and  difcovered,  or  tbe 
fcourging  of  Tipplers,  1628,  pp.  s,  3,  4.  What  he  calls  the  theatre* 
in  Gracious-ilrcet,  Biniupfgate^ilreet,  and  Ludgace-hill>  were  the 
temporary  fcafFolds  created  at  the  Crofs-Keys  Inn  in  Gracechurch- 
fireet,  the  Bull  in  Bifliopfgate-ftreet,  and  the  Bell-Savage  on  Ludgate- 
hilK  <<  That  nigh  Paul'i,*'  was  St.  Paul's  fchool-room,  behind  the 
Convocation- houfc. 

the 
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the  chapel-royal'.  In  1574  fhe  granted  a  licence  to 
James  Garbage,  probably  the  father  of  the  celebrated 
tragediajiy  and  four  others,  fervants  to  the  earl  of  Lei- 
ce^r,  ta  exhibit  all  kind  of  (lage-plays,  during  pleafure, 
in  any  part  of  England,  *^  as  well  for  the  recreation  of 
her  loving  fubje^,  as  for  her  own  folace  and  pleafure 
when  (he  (hould  think  good  to  fee  them^;"  and  in  the 
year  1583,  foon  after  a  furious  attack  had  been  made 

on 

5  «*  Even  in  her  majeftles  chapel  do  thefc  pretty  upftart  youthcs  pro- 
phanethe  Lordes-day  by  the  lafcivions  writhing  of  their  tender  limbs, 
aod  f  orgeoaa  decking  of  their  appai ell,  in  feigning  bawdie  fables,  ga- 
thered from  the  idolatrous  heathen  poets,"  &c.  'The  Cbildrtn  of  tbt 
Cbaptlftript  Mtdvfblpty  1569*  fol.  xiii*  b.  Thefe  children  a£bed  fre- 
quently  in  Qveen  £lizabetn*s  reign  at  the  theatre  in  Whitefriars. 

^  For  the  notice  of  this  ancient  theatrical  licence  we  are  indebted  t* 
Mr.  Steevens.  It  is  found  among  the  unpubliflied  collections  of  Ry« 
sner,  which  were  purchafed  by  parliament,  and  are  depoiited  in  the 
Britiih  Mofeum.  Afcough's  Catalogue  of  Sloanian  and  other  manu- 
iicxipts,  N^.  4615. 

*«  Pr»  Jacobo  Burbage  et  aliisf  de  liantia  fp€ch!K 

**  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God,  quene  of  England,  &c.  To  all 
jallicea,  mayors,  iherift'es,  baylyftes,  head  conftables,  under  conftables, 
and  all  other  oure  odicers  and  mynifters,  gretinge. 

Know  ye,  that  we  of  ourefpeciall  grace,  certcn  knowledge,  and  mere 
motion,  have  iicenfed  and  audorifed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  lycenfe 
and  audorife  our  lovinge  fubjedtes  James  Burbage,  John  Perkjn, 
John  Lanham,  Williamjohnfoo,  and  Robert  Wilfon,  fervaunts  to  our 
truftie  and  well  beloved  cofen  andcounfeyllour  the  Earleof  LeyceAer,  to 
life,  eaercyfe  and  occupie  the  arte  and  facultye  of  playenge  commediei, 
tragedies,  enterludes,  ftage-playes,  and  fucne  other  like  as  they  have 
alredie  u(ed  and  ftudied,  or  hereafter  ihall  ufe  and  ftudie,  as  well  for 
the  recreation  of  our  lovinge  fubje^es  as  for  our  folace  and  pleafure 
when  we  ihall  thinke  good  to  fee  them,  as  alfo  to  ufe  and  occupie  all 
fache  inih-umentes  as  they  have  alrediepradtifed  or  hereafter  (hall  prac- 
tjfe,  for  and  duringe  our  pleafure  ;  and  the  fatd  commedies,  tragedies, 
enterludes,  and  ftage-plaies,  together  with  their  muficke,  to  Hiew,  pub- 
liflie,  exercil^  and  occupie  to  their  beft  commoditie,  during  all  the  terme 
aforefaide,  as  well  within  the  liberties  and  freedomes  of  anye  our  cities, 
townes,  bouroughi,  Sec.  whatfoever,  as  without  the  fame,  thorough- 
oute  our  realme  of  England.  Wyllinge  and  commaundinge  yowe  and 
every  of  you,  as  ye  tender  our  pleafure,  to  permit  and  fufter  them  herein 
withoute  anye  lettes,  hynderaunce,  or  moleftation,  duringe  the  terme 
aforefaide,  any  ade,  ftatute,  or  proclamation  or  commaundement  here- 
tofore made  or  hereafter  to  be  made  notwythftandynge )  provyded  that 
the  faide  commedies,  tragedies,  enterludes  and  ftage-playes  he  by  the 
Mafter  of  our  Revells  for  the  tyme  beynge  before  fene  and  allowed  j  and 
that  the  fame  be  not  pabliibcd  or  (hewen  in  the  cyme  of  common  prayer, 
D  3  or 


3S  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

on  the  ftage  by  the  paritans,  twelve  of  the  principal 
comedians  of  that  time,  at  the  earaeft  reqaeft  of  Sir 
Francis  Walfinghami  were  feledted  from  the  companies 
then  fubfifting  under  the  licence  and  protection  of  vari« 
ons  noblemen  ^>  and  were  fworn  her  majcfty*«  fervants'. 

Eight 

or  in  the  tyme  of  gteate  and  common  plague  in  our  faide  cltye  of 
London*  In  wytnes  whereof.  Sec. 
Wytnes  our  felfe  at  Weflmlnder  the  loih  daye  of  Maye.  [1574'] 

Per  breve  de  privato  figille. '  * 
Mr*  Steevens  fuppofed  that  Mr.  Dodfley  was  inaccurate  in  faying  in 
the  preface  to  his  CoUedion  of  Old  Plays,  p.  22,  that  <*  the  firft  comi 
pany  of  players  we  have  any  account  of  in  hiftory  are  the  chiJdren  of 
Faors  in  1 578,"  four  years  fubfequent  to  the  above  licence*  But  the 
figures  1578  in  that  page  are  merely  an  error  of  the  piefs  for  1378,  ai 
may  be  feen  by  turning  to  a  former  page  of  Mr.  Dodfley*s  preface,  to 
which,  in  page  22,  he  himfelf  refers. 

7  The  feryants  of  the  earls  of  Derby,  Pembroke,  and  EiTex  ;  thofe 
of  the  Lord  Chamberlain ;  the  fervants  of  the  Lord  Admiral  (Notting- 
ham); thofe  of  Lord  Strange,  Lord  SuHex,  Lord  Worccfter,  &c.— 
9y  the  ftatute  39  £li«.  c.  4.  noblemen  were  authorifed  to  licenfe  play- 
ers to  z€t  both  in  town  and  country ;  the  ftatute  declaring  '<  that  all 
common  players  of  interludes  vMrndering  abroadf  other  than  players  of 
interludes  belonging  to  anie  baron  of  this  realme,  or  anie  other  honour- 
able  perfonage  of  greater  degree,  to  be  authorifed  to  play  under  the  hand 
and  feale  of  arms  of  fuch  baron  or  perfonage,  ihall  be  adjudged  and 
deemed  rogues  and  vagabonds.** 

This  ftatute  has  been  frequently  mif-ftated,  by  Prynne  and  others, 
as  if  it  declared  all  players  (except  noblemen's  fervancs)  to  be  rogues 
and  vagabonds :  whereas  it  wai  only  made  againftyfr«i/fir^  players. 

Long  after  the  playhoufes  called  the  Theatre  and  the  Curtain  had 
been  built,  and  during  the  whole  reign  of  Elizabeth,  fhe  companies 
belonging  to  different  noblemen,  a^d  occafionally  at  the  Crofs-Keys 
in  Gracechurch-ftreet,  and  other  inns,  and  alfo  in  the  boufes  of  noble- 
jnen  at  vrcddings  and  other  feflivals. 

^  «  Comedians  and  ftage-players  of  former  time  were  very  poor  and 
Ignorant  in  refpedl  of  thefe  of  this  time;  but  being  now  [in  1583] 
growne  veryflcilfuU  and  exquifite  a£bors  for  all  matters,  they  were  en- 
tertained into  the  fervice  of  divers  great  lords ;  out  of  which  companies 
there  were  twelve  of  the  beft  chofen,  and,  at  the  requeft  of  Sir  Francis 
WalAngham,  they  were  fworne  the  queenes  fervants,  and  were  allow- 
ed wages  and  liveries  as  groomes  of  the  chamber  ;  and  untill  this  yeare 
1583,  the  queene  had  no  players.  Among  thefe  twelve  players  were 
two  rare  men,  via.  Thomas  Wilfon,  for  a  quicke,  delicate,  refined, 
extemporall  witt,  and  Richard  Tarleton  for  a  wondrous  plentifuU  plea, 
fant  extemporall  wit,  he  was  the  wonder  of  his  tyme.— He  lieth  burie4 
in  Shoreditch  churci^***    «  He  was  fo  beloved^**  add^  the  writer  in  a 

HOtCi 
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Eight  of  them  had  an  annual  ftipend  of  3I  •  69.  8d.  each  '• 
At  that  time  there  were  eight  companies  of  comedians, 
each  of  which  performed  twice  or  thrice  a  week*. 

King  James  the  Fird  appears  to  have  patronized  the 
£a^  with  at  much  warmth  as  his  f>redeceflbr.  In  1  C99» 
while  he  was  yet  in  Scotland,  he  folicited  qaeen  Elizaoeth 
(if  we  may  believe  a  modern  hiflorian)  to  fend  a  com- 
pany of  Englifh  comedians  to  Edinburgh;  and  very  foon 
after  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  granted  the  following 
licence  to  the  company  at  the  Globe,  which  is  found  in 
Rymcr*s  F^dera. 

note,  <<  that  men  ufe  his  picture  for  their  /ignes.**    Stowe*s  Chron. 
published  by  Howes,  Tub.  ann.  1583,  edit.  16x5. 

The  above  paragraph  was  not  written  by  Stowe,  not  being  found  In 
the  laft  edition  of  his  Chronicle  pobli(hed  in  his  life-time,  4to.  1605  \ 
and  is  aa  interpolation  by  his  Contlnuator,  Edmund  Howes. 

Richard  Tarleton,  as  appears  by  the  regifter  of  St.  Leonardos,  Shore- 
ditch,  was  buried  there,  September  the  third,  ic88. 

The  foUowflsg  extra^  from  Strype  (hews  in  how  low  a  ftate  the 
ftage  was  at  this  time  : 

**  Upon  the  luin  of  Paris  Garden,  [the  fall  of  a  fcaftbld  there  U 
January  1583*4]  fuit  was  made  to  the  Lords  [of  the  Council]  to  ba« 
oiOi  plays  wholly  in  the  places  near  London  :  and  letters  were  ob- 
tained of  the  Lords  to  baniih  them  on  the  Sabbath  days. 

Upon  thefe  orden  agaioft  the  players,  the  Sluwi^i  players  petition- 
•d  tfaie  Lords  of  the  Councel,  That  whereas  the  time  of  their  fervice 
drew  rery  near,  fo  that  of  neceffity  they  muft  needs  have  exercife  to 
enable  them  the  better  for  (he  fame,  and  alfo  for  their  better  keep  and 
relief  ij>  tbdr  poor  livings,  the  feafon  of  the  year  being  pad  to  play  at 
any  of  the  houfes  without  the  city:  Their  humble  petition  was,  that 
the  Lords  woold  vouchfafe  to  read  a  few  articles  annexed  to  their  fup- 
pUcatioD,  and  in  confideration  [that]  the  matter  contained  the  very 
ftay  and  ftate  of  their  living,  to  grant  unto  them  confirmation  of  th« 
fame,  or  of  as  many  as  (hould  be  to  their  honours  good  liking;  and 
withaU  their  favourable  letters  to  the  Lord  Maior,  to  permit  them  to 
exercife  within  the  city ;  and  that  their  letters  might  contain  fome 
orders  to  the  juftices  of  Middlefex  in  their  behalf.**  Strype*s  Additions 
to  Stowe's  Smrxciy  Vol.  I.  p.  248. 

9  Honfehold-book  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1584,  in  the  Mufeura, 
Idfs.  Sloan.  3194.  The  Continuator  of  Stowe  fays,  fhe  had  no  players 
before,  (fee  n.  8,)  but  I  fufpe^t  that  he  is  roiftakcn,  for  (^Mary,  and 
K.  Edward  the  Sixth,  both  had  players  on  their  eftabliHiments.  See  p.  35. 
'  •<  For  reckoning  with  the  leafte  the  gaine  that  is  reaped  of  eiibt 
ordtnaiic  places  in  the  citie,  (which  I  know)  by  playing  but  once  a 
weeke,  (whereas  many  times  they  play  twice,  and  fometimes  thrice,) 
it  amounteth  to  two  tboufand  pounds  by  the  year,  A  Strmon preacbei 
Si  PsmUi  Crojfe,  by  John  Stockwood,  1578. 

D  4  ^'  Pro 
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"  Pro  Lau&entio  Fletcher  &  Willieluq 
Shakespeare  U  aliis* 

A.  D.  1603.  Pat. 

I.  Jac.  P.  2,  m.  4*  James  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c. 
to  alljaftices,  maiors,  fhcrifTs,  conftables,  headborooghs, 
and  other  our  officers  and  loviDg  fubjeds,  greeting* 
Know  you  that  wee,  of  our  fpecial  grace,  ccrtaine  know- 
ledee,  and  meer  motion,  have  licenfed  and  authorifed, 
and  by  thefe  prefentes  doe  licence  and  authorize  theife  our 
fervaunts ,  Laurence  Fletcher,  Wi  lliamShakespeare^ 
Richard  Burbage,  Augudine  Philippes,  John  Hemiogs, 
Henrie  Condel,  William  Sly,  Robert  Armin,  Richard 
Cowly,  and  the  reft  of  their  afTociates,  freely  to  ufc 
and  exercife  the  arte  and  faculty  of  playing  comedies, 
tragedies,  hiftories,  interludes,  morals,  paflorals,  ftage- 
plaies,  and  fuch  like  other  as  theie  have  alreadie  ftudied 
or  hereafter  (hall  ufc  or  ftudie,  as  well  for  the  recreation 
of  our  loving  fubjeds,  as  for  our  folace  and  pleai'ure 
when  we  Ihall  thiiicke  good  to  fee  them,  during  our 
pleafure:  and  the  faid  comedies,  tragedies,  hiilories,  en- 
terludes,  morals,  paflorals,  flage-plaies,  and  fuch  like, 
to  (hew  and  exercile  publiquely  to  their  beft  commoditie, 
when  the  infedion  of  the  plague  (hall  decreafe,  as  well 
within  theire  nowe  ufuall  houfe  called  the  Globe,  within 
our  county  of  Surrey,  as  alfo  within  anie  toune-halls  or 
moute-halls,  or  other  convenient  places  within  the 
liberties  and  freedom  of  any  other  citie,  univerfitie, 
toun,  or  boroughe  whatfoever,  within  our  faid  realmes 
and  dominions.  Willing  and  commanding  you  and 
everie  of  you,  as  you  tender  our  pleafure,  not  onlie  to 
permit  and  fuffer  them  herein,  without  any  your  Ictts, 
hindrances,  or  moleftations,  during  our  pleafure,  but 
alfo  to  be  aiding  or  a(lillinge  to  them  if  any  wrong  be 
to  them  offered,  and  to  allow  them  fuch  former  curte(ies 
as  hathe  bene  given  to  men  of  their  place  and  quallitie  ; 
and  alfo  what  further  favour  you  (hall  (hew  to  theife  our 
fervaunts  for  our  fake,  we  (hall  take  kindlie  at  your 
handes.     In  witnefs  whereof,  &c. 

Witnefs  our  felfc  at  Wcftminlter,  the  nyntccnth  dayc 
of  Maye. 

Ftr  Breve  de  frivatofigillo*^* 


QF  THE  ENGl-ISH  STAGE. 


HAVING  now,  as  concifcly  as  I  could,  traccd'the 
hiftory  of  the  Englifh  Stage,  from  its  £rft  rude 
liate  to  the  period  of  its  maturity  and  greateft  iplendour, 
Llhall  endeavour  to  e^^ibit  as  accurate  a  delineation  of 
the  internal  form  and  economy  of  our  ancient  theatres^ 
as  thp  diAance  at  which  we  (land,  and  the  obfcurity  of 
the  fubje£^,  will  permit. 

The  mod  ancient  Englifti  playhoufes  of  which  I  have 
found  any  account,  are,  the  playhoufe  in  Blackfriars, 
that  in  Wbitefriars^,  the  Theatre,  of  which  I  am  un« 

able 

«  TTiere  wai  a  theatre  in  Whitefriars,  before  the  year  1580., 
See  p.  36.  A  WmaiCi  a  Wtatberuck  was  performed  a(  the  private 
playboufe  in  WhitetViars  in  1612.  This  theatre  was,  I  imagine, 
cither  in  SalKbury-^court  or  the  narrow  ftreet  leading  into  it.  From 
an  eztradl  taken  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert  from  the  office-book  of  Sir 
George  Buc,  his  predeceflbr  in  the  office  of  M  after  of  the  ReveU, 
it  appears  that  the  theatre  in  Whitefriars  was  ei;her  rebuilt  in  161 3, 
or  intended  to  be  rebuilt.  The  entry  is:  *' July  13,  1613.  for  a 
Hcenfe  to  eie£l  a  new  play-houfe  in  the  White-friers,  &c.  ^20."  I 
doobt  however  whether  this  fcheme  was  then  carried  into  executtoo, 
becaufe  a  new  playhoufe  was  ere^ed  in  SiHfbury-court  in  1629* 
That  theatre  probably  was  not  on  the  fite  of  the  old  theatre  in  White- 
friars, for  Prynne  fpeaks  of  it  as  thtn  ne^ly  built y  not  re-built^  and 
in  the  fame  place  he  mentions  the  re-luHMng  of  the  Fortune  and 
Red  Bull  theatres.— Had  the  old  theatre  in  Whitefriars  been  pulled 
down  and  re-built,  he  would  have  ufed  the  lame  language  with  refpeft 
to  them  all.  Tht  Rumpf  a  comedy  by  Tathjm,  was  a€ted  in  1669,  in 
the  theatre  in  Salilbury-court  (that  built  in  1629}.  About  the 
year  1670  a  new  theatre  was  ereaed  there,  (but  whether  on  the  fite 
of  that  laft  mentioned  I  cannot  afcwtain,)  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Theatre  in  Dorfet  Gardens,  to  which  the  Duke  of  York's  Company 
ander  the  condud  of  Sir  William  D'Avenant's  widow  removed  from 
LincolnVInn  fields  in  1671.  The  former  play-houfe  in  Salifbury- 
coort  could  hardly  have  fallen  into  decay  in  fo  (hort  a  period  as 
forty  years;  but  I  fuppofe  was  found  too  fmall  for  the  new  fcenery 
introduced  after  the  Reftoration.  The  Prologue  to  Wycherley*! 
CtntUman  Dtnc'mi'MaJiery  printed  in  1673,  is  addrefied  «  To  the 
city,  newly  after  the  removal  of  the  Duke^s  Company  from  Lincoln's- 
Inn  fields  to  their  new  theatre  near  Salifbury-court.*' 

Maitland  in  his  Uiftory  of  London,  p.  963,  after  mentioning 
Doritt  Stajrsj  addi|  «•  near  to  which   place  Hood  the  theatre  or 

play. 
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able  to  afcertain  the  ficuation^,  and  The  Curtain  ia 
Slio]:editch'.  The  Theatre^  from  its  name,  was  probably 
the  firfl  buildine  erected  in  or  near  the  metropolis  pur- 
pofely  for  fcenicK  exhibitions. 

In  the  time  of  Shakfpeare  there  were  fevcn  prin- 
cipal theatres;  three  private  houfes,  namely,  that  in 
Blackfriarst  that  in  Whitefriarsy  and  The  Cockpit  or 
Phoenix^,  in  Drury-Lanc;  and  four  that  were  called 
pablick  theatres;  viz.  Ti^f  G/9^^  on  the  fiankfide.  The 

ptay-houfe,  a  neat  building,  having  a  curious  front  next  the  Thames, 
with  an  open  place  for  the  reception  of  coaches.**  ^ 

*  It  was  probably  fituated  in  fome  remote  and  privileged  place, 
being,  I  fuppofe,  hinted  at  in  the  following  palTage  of  a  fermon  byjoha 
Stockwood,  quoted  below,  and  preached  in  1578:  «  Have  we  not 
hottfes  of  purpofe  built  with  great  charges  for  the  maintenance  of 
them,  [the  flayers,]  and  that  without  the  liberties,  as  who  ihall  fay, 
there,  let  them  fay  what  they  will,  we  will  play.  I  know  noc 
how  I  might,  witn  the  godly.learned  efpecially,  more  difcommend 
the  gorgeous  playing-placc  ereSed  in  the  fields^  than  to  term  it,  as 
they  pleafe  to  have  it  called,  zTheatre,'* 

3  The  Theatre  andTj&r  Curtain  are  mentioned  in  «  A  Sermon  preached 
•t  Paules  Crofs  on  St.  Bartholomew  day,  being  the  24th  of  Auguft, 
1578,  by  John  Stockwood,*'  and  In  an  ancient  Treatije  againji  IdUneJs^ 
ntauie  Plaits  and  Interludes,  by  John  Northbrook,  bl.  1.  no  date, 
but  written  apparently  about  the  year  1580.  Stabbes,  in  his  ^m«- 
tmety  of  Abufes,  p.  90,  edit.  1583,  inveighs  againft  Theatres  and  Cur- 
taines,  which  he  calls  Venus^  Palaces,  Edmund  Howes,  the  con- 
tinuator  of  Stowe*s  Chronicle,  fays,  (p.  1004,)  that  before  the  year 
1570,  he  <<  neither  knew,  heard,  nor  read  of  any  fuch  theatres,  fee 
ftages,  or  play>houfcs,  as  have  been  purpofely  built  within  man*a 
memory.*' 

4  This  theatre  had  been  originally  a  Cockpit.  It  was  built  or 
re-built  not  very  long  before  the  year  1617,  in  which  year  we  learn 
from  Camden*8  Annals  of  King  James  the  Firft,  it  was  pulled  down 
by  the  mob:  '*  1617.  Martii  4.  Theatrum  ludionum  nup:r  ere£):um 
in  Drury-Lane  a  furente  multitudine  diruitur,  et  apparatus  dilaccra- 
tur."  I  fuppofe  it  was  fomctimes  called  ThePheenix  from  that  fabulous 
bird  being  its  fign.  It  was  fituated  oppofite  the  Caftle-tavern  in 
Drury-Lane,  and  was  ftanding  fome  time  after  the  Reftoration.  The 
players  who  performed  at  this  theatre  in  the  time  of  King  Jamcft  the 
Fifft,  were  called  the  Queen's  Servants,  till  the  death  of  Queen  Anne 
in  1619.  After  her  death  they  were,  I  think,  for  fome  time  de no- 
minated  the  Lady  Elizabeth's  Servants;  and  after  the  marriage  of 
King  Charles  the  firftj  they  regained  their  former  title  of  the  Queen's 
players* 

Curtain 
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Curtain^  in  Shoreditch,  The  Red  Bull  at  the  upper  end 
of  St.  John's-ftrecty  and  Tbi  Fortum^  in  White-croft* 

ftreet. 
s  See  SkiskihaSf  an  ol4  colledion  of  Epigramii  and  S»drei>  xfimo. 
1598 1 

«  .^.«w«—  if  my  difpofe 

**  Perfoade  me  to  a  play,  V\l  to  the  Kott, 

«•  Or  Curtain,'^.** 
The  Curtain  is  mentioned  In  Heath^s  Epigram8«  16x09  ts  being 
then  open  j  and  T^«  Hc^or  0/  Gtrmany  was  performed  at  it  by  a 
company  of  young  men  in  1615.  The  original  fign  hang  out  at  tfala 
playhoufe  (as  Mr  Steevena  has  obferved)  was  the  painting  of  % 
cortain  ftriped.  Tlie  performers  at  this  theatre  were  called  Tb§ 
PriMC€*s  ServantSf  till  the  acceiHon  of  King  Charles  the  Firft  to  the 
crown.  Soon  after  that  period  it  feems  to  have  been  ufed  only  by 
priae-fighters.  ^ 

6  The  Fortune  theatre,  according  to  Maitland^  was  the  oldeft  thcf. 
tre  in  London.  It  was  built  or  re-boilt  in  IC99  by  £dwa(d  Aileyn,  th« 
pSayer,  (who  was  aJfo  proprietor  of  the  Bear-Uarden  from  1594  to 
16  lO))  and  coft  520I.  as  appears  from  the  following  memoraadum  iji 
his  hand-writing : 

<  What  Tbe  Fortunt  coft  me^  Nov.  2599. 

Firft  for  the  leas  to  Crei^y  '        .        .        .        240. 

Then  for  building  the  play-hous,        •        .        520* 

For  other  privac  buildings  of  myn  owne^         •     no. 

So  that  it  hath  coil  me  for  the  leaiTe,        -        £,  880.* 

It  was  a  round  brick  building,  and  its  dimenfions  may  be  conje£lared 
from  the  following  advertifement  in  Tb*  Mtrciiriui  Poiiticas,  Tuefday 
Feb.  14,  to  Tuefday  Feb.  21,  2661,  for  the  prefervation  of  which 
we  are  indebted  ta  Mr.  Steevens :  «  The  Fortune  play-houfe  fituate 
between  Whitecrofs-ftreet  and  Goldliig-lane,  in  the  parifh  of  Saint 
Giles,  Cripptegate,  with  the  ground  thereto  belongAig,  is  to  be  lett 
to  be  built  upon  $  where  twenty-three  tenements  may  be  erected,  with 
gardens}  and  a  ftreet  may  be  cut  through  for  the  better  accomodation 
of  the  buildings.** 

The  Fortunt  is  fpoken  of  as  a  playhoufe  of  conHderable  fixe,  in  the 
prologue  to  the  Risrini  Girly  a  comedy  which  was  aded  therey  and 
printed  in  161 1 : 

«  A  roaring  girl,  whofe  notes  till  now  neVr  were> 
«  Shall  fill  with  laughter  our  vafitbMtre,^* 

See  alfo  the  concluding  Unes  of  Shirley's  prologue  to  Tbt  Doubtful 
Beir^  quoted  below.  ^ 

Howes  in  his  continuation  of  Stowe*G  Cbronicle,  p.  X004,  edit.  163X9 
fays,  it  was  burnt  down  in  or  about  the  year,  1617:  <<  About  foure 
yeares  after*  [i*  e.  after  the  burning  of  the  Globe,]  a  fayre  ftrong 
new-built  play-houfe  near  Golden-lane,  called  the  Fortune,  by  neg« 
Ugeacc  of  a  candle  wis  cleane  burnt  to  the  ground^  but  ihortly  after 

re-built 


:r 
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Ikrtftm  The  laft  two  were  chiefly  frequented  by  citi« 
zens'.  There  were  however,  bat  fix  compaDies  of 
comedians;  for  the  playhoafe  in  Blackfriars,  and  the 
Globe^  belonged  to  the  (kme  troop.  Befide  thefe  feven 
theatres,  there  were  for  fome  time  on  the  Bankfide 
three  other  publick  theatres ;  The  Sivan,  The  Ro/e^^  and . 
The  Hofe^:  but  The  Hope  being  ufcd  chiefly  as  a  bear- 

te-tmllt  far  fairer.**  He  is  howeTer,  miftaken  as  to  the  time,  for 
it  was. burnt  down  in  December,  1621,  as  I  learn  froBi«  a  letter  in 
Dr.  Birch's  coUe^on  in  the  Mufeum,  from  Mr..  John  Chamberlain 
to  Sir  I>u41ey  Carleton,  dated  Dec.  15,  1621,  in  which  is  the 
following  paragraph :  *<  On  fund  ay  night  here  was  a  great  fire  at 
Tfrtf  Por/ane  in  Golding-lane,  the  firft  play-houfe  in  this  town.  It 
was  quite  burst  downe  in  two  hours,  and  all  their  apparell  and  play- 
books  loft,  whereby  tEofe  poore  companions  are  quite  undone.  There 
were  two  othir  h9nfef-.on  fire,  but  with  great  labour  and  danger  weie 
Itved.**  Mfs.  Birch,  4173*  It  does  not  appear  whether  this  writer* 
by  « the  firjt  play-houfe  in  this  town,"  means  tlic  firft  in  point  of 
fixe  or  dignity,  or  the  oldeft.  I  doubt  much  its  being  the  oldeft« 
though  that  is  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  words,  and  though  Mait- 
land  has  afTertfd  it :  beciufe  I  have  not  found  it  mentioned  in  any  of 
the  tra^^s  relative  to  the  ftage,  written  in  the  middle  of  Elizabeth's  reign. 
Prynne  fays  that  ths  Fortune  on  its  re-building  was  enlarged. 
EpiOle  Dedicat.  to  Hifiriomajiix,  4to.   1633. 

Before  this  theatre  there  was  .either  a  pi^ure  or  ftatue  of  Fortune* 
See  Tbe  Englijb  Traveller  ^  by  Hey  wood,  1633: 
**  ,   rie  rather  ftand  here, 

<*  Like  a  ftatue  in^c  fore-front  of  your  houfe 
"  Forever;  like  the  pl^ure  of  dame  Fortune 
"  Before.ihc, Fortune  play  houfe/ 


7  Wright's  Hijhria  Ififtrionica,  Svo.  1699,  p.  5. 
»  The  Swan  and  the  Rofs  i  -        .  -     -     • 


5  are  mentioned  by  Taylor  the  water-poet, 
but  in  1613  they  were  ftiut  up*  See  his  Works,  p.  171,  edit.  1633. 
The  la:ter  had  been  built  before  159S.  See  p.  43,  n.  5.  After  the 
year  1620,  as  appears  from  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  office-book,  they 
were  ufed  occafionally  for  the  exhibition  of  prize-fighters. 

9  Ben  Jonfon's  BarrbsIometV'Fair  was  performed  at  this  theatre 
In  1614.  He  dees  not  give  a  very  favourable  defcription  of  it  :— 
*'  Though  thefair.be  not  kept  in  the  fame  region  that  fome  here 
perhaps  would  have  it,  yet  think  that  the  author  hath  therein  obferved 
a  fpecial  decorum,  the  place  being  as  dirty  as  SmitbJfeU,  and  as 
ftinking  every  whit."— /«^i«*7/c»  to  Bartholomevu  Fair, 

It  appears  from  an  old  pamphlet  entitled  Ho/iaiufs  Leaguer,  printed 
in  quarto  in  1632,  that  Tbe  Hope  was  occafionaily  ufed' as  a  bear- 
gtrdeoy  and  that  Tbt  Swan  was  then  fallen  into  decay* 

garden^ 


^^ 
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garden^  and  The  S-wan  and  The  Ro/e  having  fallen. to 
-  decay  early  in  King  James's  reign,  they  ought  not  to 
be  enomerated  with  the  other  regular  theatres. 

All  the  eftablifhed  theatre^  that  were  open  in  159?^ 
were  either  without  the  city  of  London  or  its  liberties  '• 

It  appears  from  the  office  book*of  Sir  Henry  Herbert, 
M&fier  of  the  Revels  to  King  James  the  Firh,  and  the   ' 

two  . 

s  Sunt  porro  Londmiy  txtra  urhm,  theaCra  aliquot,  In  auibua 
iiiftriones  AngU  comcediat  et  tragcedias  Singulis  fere  diebut,  in  magna 
Jiominom  /requent^a  agunt;  quas  vaiiis  etiam  falfationibuc,  foa. 
vilfima  adhibita  muAca,  magno  cum  populi  applaufa  finiri  folent.'* 
Henuneri  IrwrrtfriMM,  4to.  1598,  p.  132.  . 

*  For  the  ufe  of  this  very  curious  and  valuable  Manufcript  I  am 
indebted  to  Francis  Ingram  of  Ribbisford  near  B^wtlleyln  Worcefler* 
fliire,  Efq.  Deputy  Remembrancer  in  the  Court  of^  Exchequer,  tt 
has  lately  been  found  in  the  fame  old  cbeft  which  contained  the 
siahufcript  Memoirs  of  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  from,  which  Mr» 
Walpole  about  twenty  years  ago  printed  the  Life  of  that  nobleman^ 
who  was  elder  brother  to  Sir  Henry  Herbert. ' 

The  firft  Mafter  of  the  Revels  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elisabeth  wai 
Thomas  Benge^,  whofe  patent  paffed  the  |reat  feal  Jan.  18,  i^6o*i» 
It  is  printed  in  Rymer's  Fadera,  His  fucceflbr,  Edmu'ndTilney,  obtained 
a  grant  of  this  office  (the  reverfion  of  which  John  Lily,  the  dramatici^ 
poet,  had  long  in  vain  folicited,)  on  the  24th  of  July  1579)  (as  appears 
from  a  book  of  patents  in  the  Pells-ofHc^)  and  condi^ued  in  pofTcfiioo  of 
it  doring  the  remainder  of  her  reign,  and  till  O^ober  16 10,  about  which 
time  he  died.  This  office  for  jiear  fifty  years  appears  to  have  been  con- 
fidercd  as  fo  defirable  a  place,  that  it  was  conftantly  fought  for  during 
the  life  of  the  poflelTor,  and  granted  in  i^everfion.  King  James  on  the 
23d  of  June,  1603,  made  a  reverfionary  grant  of  it. to  Sir  George  Buc^ 
(then  George  Buc,  Efq.)  to  take  place  wheneyer  it  ihould  become  va* 
cant  by  the  death,  refigoation,  &rfeiture,  or  furrender,  of  the  thea 
pofieflbr  Edmund  Tilney ;  who,  if  I  n^ake  not,  was  Sir  George 
Bac*s  maternal  uncle.  Mr.  Tilney,  as  1  have  already  mentioned,  did 
not  die  till  the  end  of  the  year  16 10,  and  /hould  feem  to  have  executed 
the  duties  of  the  office  to  the  lafl  |  for  his  executor,  as  I  learn  from 
CHM  of  the  Exitms  books  in  the*  Exchequer,  repeived  in  the  year  16x1, 
i%oL  1 8s.  3d.  jdue  to  Mr.  Tilney  on  the  laft  day  qf  the  preceding  Oc 
tober,  for  onc*s  year*s  expences  of  office*  In  the  cdicicn  of  Camden's 
Britdmuidi  printed  ih  folio  in  1607,  Sir  George  Buc  is  called  MaOer 
of  the  Revels,  I  fuppofe  from  his  having  obtained  the  reverfion  of  that 
place :  for  from  what  I  have  already  ftated  he  could  not  have  been  then 
in  poiTeffion  of  it.  April  3,  1612,  Sir  John  Aflley,  one  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  ptiyy-chamber,  obtained  a  reverfionary  grant  of  this  office, 
CO  ttke  place  oa  the  dcath>  ftc.  of  Sir  George  Buc>  as  Bea  Jonfon  the 

poet 
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two  facceeding  kings,  that  very  foon  after  our  poet^s 
death,  in  the  year  1622,  there  were  but  Ewe  principal 

companies 
poetobUined  t  fimilar  grant,  OAober  5,  161 1,  to  tike  place  on  the 
death,  &c.  of  Sir  John  Aftley  and  Sir  George  Buc. 

Sir  George  Buc  came  into  polTeinon  of  the  office  about  November 
1610,  and  held  it  till  the  end  of  the  year  1621,  when,  in  confequence 
of  ill  health,  he  refigned  it  to  king  James,  and  Sir  John  Aftley  fuc- 
ceeded  him.  How  Sir  Henry  Herbert  got  pofTeflion  of  this  office  ori-' 
ginally,  I  am  unable  to  afcertain ;  but  I  imagine  Sir  John  Aftley  for  t 
valuable  confideration  appointed  him  hWdeputy,  in  Auguft  1623,  at 
which  time^to  ufe  Sir  Henry's  own  words,  he  «  was  receded  as  Mailer 
of  the  RereU  by*  hit  Majefty  at  Wilton  ;'*  and  in  the  warrant-books  of 
Philip  earl  of  Pembroke,  now  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain^s  office,  con- 
taining warrants,  orders,  &c,  between  the  years  1625  and  1642, 
be  is  conftarxly  ftyled  Mafter  of  the  Revels.  If  Sir  John  Aftfey  had 
ibrmally  re6gned  or  Turrendered  his  office,  Ben  Jonfon,  in  confequence 
of  the  grant*obtkined.in  the  year  1621,  muft  have  fucceeded  to  it ;  but 
he  never  derived  any  emolument  from  that  grant,  for  Sir  John  Aftley, 
as  I  find  from  the  probate  of  his  will,  in  the  Prerogative  office,  (in 
which  it  is  obfervable  that  he  calls  himfelf  Mofier  of  the  Revtls,  though 
both  the  duties  and  emoluments  of  the  office  were  then  ezercifed  and 
enjoyed  by  another,)  did  not  die  till  January  1639-40,  above  two  yean 
after  the  poet's  death.  To  make  his  title  ftiU  more  fecure,  Sir  Henry 
Herbert,  in  conjundion  with  Simon  Thelwall,  £fq.  AuguJl  22,  1629, 
obtained  a  reverfionary  grant  of  this  much  fought.for  office,  to  take 
place  on  the  death,  furrender,  &c.  of  Sir  John  Aftley  and  Benjamin 
Jonfon.  Sir  Henry  held  the  office  for  fifty  years,  though  during  the 
iifnrpation  he  could  not  exerciiic  the  fundions«or  enjoy  the  emoluments 
of  it. 

Sir  George  Buc  wrote  an  exprefs  treatife,  as  he  has  himfelf  told 
us,  on  the  fta'ge  and  on  refels,  which  is  unfortunately  loft.  Pre- 
vious to  the  ochibition  of  every  play,  it  was  licenfed  by  the  Mafter 
of  the  Revels,  who  had  an  eftabliihed  fee  on  the  occafion.  If  ever 
therefore  the  Office-books  of  Mr.  Tilney  and  Sir  Qf  orge  Buc  (hall  be 
found,  they  will  afcertain  precifely  the  chronological  order  of  all  the 
Blays  written  by  Shakfpeare  j  and  either  confirm  or  overturn  a  fyflem 
in  forming  which  I  have  taken  fome  pains.  Having  however  found 
many  of  my  conje^ures  confirmed  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert*!  Manit« 
fcript,  I  have  no  reaibn  to  augur  ill  concerning  the  event,  ihould 
the  regifters  of  bis  predecefTors  ever  be  difcovered. 

The  regular  falary  of  this  office  was  but  ten  poandi  a  year ;  but,  by 
fees  and  other  perquifitei,  the  emoluments  of  Sir  George  Buc  in  the 
ftrft  year  he  came  into  pofTeffion  of  it,  amounted  to  near  lool.  The 
office  afterwards  became  much  more  valuable. 

Having  mentioned  this  gentleman,  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
conc^og  yi  error  into  which  Anthony  Wood  has  fallen,  and  which 

hai 
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companies  of  comedians  in  London ;  the  King's  Ser- 
▼ancs,  who  performed  at  the  Globe  and  in  Blackfriars  ; 
the  Prince's  Servants^who performed  then  at  the  Cartain $ 
the  Palfgrave's  Servants  ^,  who  had  pofleflxon  of  the  For- 
tone ;  the  players  of  the  Revels,  who  aded  at  the  Red 
Boll  ^ ;  and  the  Lady  Elizabeth's  Servants,  or,  as  they 
are  fometimes  denominated,  the  Queen  of  Bohemia's 
players,  who  performed  at  the  Cockpit  in  Drury-Lane'* 

has  been  implicitly  adopted  in  the  new  edition  of  BiografbU  BritmmitSf 
aod  many  other  books.  The  error  I  allude  to,  it,  that  this  Sir 
George  Biic,  who  was  knighted  at  White-hail  by  king  James  the 
day  before  his  coronation,  July  13,  1603,  was  the  author  of  the 
celebrated  Uifwy  tf  King  Riebard  the  Third  i  which  was  writtea 
'  above  tw^ty  years  after  his  death  by  George  Bucki  E/f»  who  was» 
I  foppofe,  his  fon.  The  precife  time  of  the  fathier*s  death,  1  have  not 
been  able  to  afcertain,  there  being  no  will  of  his  in  the  prarogadve*of. 
§kt  I  bot  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  it  happened  toon  after  the  year 
]6a2«     He  certainly  died  before  Auguft  1629. 

The  Office-book  of  Sir  Henry  Herbert  contains  an  account  of 
mlawft  every  piece  exhibited  at  any  of  the  theatres  from  Auguft  161^ 
to  the  commencement  of  the  rebeilion  in  1641,  and  many  curious 
anecdotes  relative  to  them,  fome  of  which  1  ihsU  prefently  have 
occafion  to  quote*  This  valuable  Manufcript  having  lain  for  a  con* 
fideraUe  time  In  a  damp  place,  is  unfortunately  damaged,  and  in  a  very 
asoldcriog  condition :  however,  no  material  part  of  it  appears  to  have 
ptriihed. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  long  note  without  acknowledging  the  obli* 
ipag  attention  of  W.  £•  Roberts,  £fq.  Deputy^  Clerk  of  the  Pells» 
vbkh  facilitated  every  fearch  I  wiflied  to  make  in  his  office,  and  en- 
abled me  to  afcertain  fome  of  the  fa£b  above  ftated. 

S  «  x6aa.  The  Palfgrave*s  lervants.  Frank  Grace,  Charles  Mafly, 
Hichard  Price,  Richard  Fowler,  —  Kane,  Curtys  GreviU.**  ML 
Herbert*  Three  other  names  have  periflied.  Of  theie  one  muft  have 
Wen  that  of  Richard  Gunnel,  who  was  then  the  manager  of  the  Tor- 
tone  theatre  §  and  another,  that  of  William  Cartwright,  who  was  oi 
the  lame  company. 

4  «  The  names  of  the  cheife  players  at  the  Red  Bull,  called  the 
j^ers  of  the  Revells*  Robert  Lee,  Kichsrd  Perkings,  Ellis  Woortb^ 
Thomas  Bafle,  John  Blany,  John  Cumber,  William  Robbins.** 
Uidem, 

5  «  The  cheife  of  them  at  the  Phcenix.  Chriftopher  Beefton» 
lofieph  More,  Eliard  Swahfoo,  Andrew  Cane,  Curtis  Grevill,  William 
Shnrlock,  Anthony  Turner,**  Uidtm*  Eliard  Swanfton  in  1624  joined 
the  company  at  Blackfriars* 

That  part  of  the  leaf  which  contained  the  lift  of  the  king*!  (eiYantft 
ttd  the  perfonnen  at  the  CurtMf  is  mottldeced  away* 

When 
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When Prynne pabliflied  his  HiftrioMafiix^{\6i'^)  there 
were  fix  play-houfes  open ;  the  theatre  in  Blackfriars ; 
^  the  Globe ;  the  Fortune ;  the  Red  Boll ;  the  Cockpit  or 
•    Phoenix,  and  a  theatre  in  Sali(bary-court,  Whitefiriars  *. 

All  the  plays  of  Shakfpeare  appear  to  have  been  per- 
formed eitner  at  The  GIo6f,  or  the  theatre  in  Blackfriars. 
I  (hall  therefore  confine  my  inquiries  principally  to  thofe 
two.  They.. belonged*  as  I  have  already  obferved,  to 
the  fame  company  of  comedians,  namely  his 'majefiy's 
fervants,  which  title  they  obtained  after  a  licence  had 
been  granted  to  them  by  king  James  in  1603 ;  having 
before  that  time,  I  apprehend,  been  called  the  fervams 
of  the  Iw^  Chamberlain.  Like  the  other  fervants  of 
the  hoofeiiold,  the  performers  enrolled  in  this  company 
Were  fworn  into  office,  and  each  of  them  was  allowed 
fbnr  yardi  of  baflard  fcarlet  for^  cloak,  and  a  quarter  of 
a  yard  of  velvet  for  the  cape,  every  fecond  year  ^. 

The  theatre  in  Blackfriars  was  fituatcd  near  the  pre- 
fent  Apothecaries-hall,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which 

^  It  hai  been  repeated  again  and  again  tfiat  Piynne  enumerates 
ftventeen  playhoufes  in  London  in  hii  time ;  but  this  Is  a  miftake  ;  he 
cxprefsly  fays  that  there  were  only  fix,  (fee  his  EpiftJe  Dedicatory,} 
and  the  office-book  of  Sir  Henry  Herbert  confirms  bis  afiertion. 
Mr.  Dodfley  and  others  have  fallen  into  this  miftake  of  fuppofing 
.  there  were  jnttnteen  playhoufes  open  at  one  time  in  London  i  into 
which  they   were  led'  by  the  continuator  of  StDwe,  who  mentions 

.    that  between  .1570  and  1630  feventeen  playhoufes  were  built,  in 
:irhich  number  however  he  includes  five  inns  turned  into  playhoufes, 

'  and  St.  PauPs  finging-fchool.  He  does  not  fay  that  they  were  all  opea 
at  the  fame  time.— A  late  writer  carries  the  matter  flill  further,  and 
afllbrts  that  it  appears  from  Rymer's  Mlf.  in  the  Mufeum  that  there 
were  tfoenty'tbree  playhoufes  at  one  time  open  in  London ! 
*  7  *€  Thefe  are  to  fignify  unto  your  lordfhip  his  majeftiet  pleafnre, 
that  you  caule  to  be  delivered  unto  his  majeflies  players  whofe 
Dames  follow,  vit.  John  Hemmings,  John  LoWen,  Jofeph  Taylor, 
Richard  Robinfon,  John  Shank,  Robert  Benfield,  Richard  Sibarp, 
£liard  Swanfon,  Thomas  Pollard,  Anthony  Smith,  Thomas  Hobbesy 
William  Pen,  George  Vernon,  and  James  Home,  to  each  of  them 
the  feveral  allowance  of  fou.re  yardes  of  badarde  ikarlet  for  a  cloake, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  yard  of  crimfon  velvet  for  the  capes,  it  being 
the  ufual  allowance  graunted  an  to  them  by  his  majefty  every  fecond 
yeare,  and  due  at  $  after  laft  paft.  For  the  doing  whereof  theia 
Atll  be  your  warrant*  May  6tb,  1629.'*  Mf.  in  tbt  Lcrd  Cham' 
htrUmU  Ofict. 

there 
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there  IS  yet  Playbou/e-yard,  not  far  from  which  the  theatre 
probably  ftood.  It  \Kas«  as  has  been  mentioned,  a  private 
iioafe ;  but  what  .were  the  diflinguifhing  marks  of  a  pri*  • 
Tate  playhoufe^  it  is  not  eafy  to  alcertain.  We  know  only 
that  it  was  fm^ller '  than  thofe  which  were  called  publick 
theatres  ;  and  that  in  the  private  theatres  plays  were  ufa- 
xlly  reprefented  by  candle-light  *. 

[n  thj^  theatre,  which  was  a  very  ancitnt  one,  the    • 
Children  of  the  Revels  occafionally  performed  ^^ 
*  It 

"-  '  Wright,  in  his  Hifi*  Hifirion*  informs  us,  that  the  theatre  in 
M^kfriarsf   the  Cockpit,  and  that  in  Sa/i/hury-Ccurt,   were  exadly    # 
alike  both  in  form  and  fize.     The  fmallnefs  of  the  ^^H^  is  afcer-     ^ 
tained  by  thefe  lines  in  an  epilogue  to  Tottenbam  Court ^  v  comedy  by'     ^ 
Nabbes,  which  was  a^ed  there  :  •    '  ' 

*'  When  others*  AU'd  rooms  with  negled  difdain  ^ 
*•  My  iittfe  houfe  with  thanks  (hall  entertain  ye.** 
^  '<  All  the  city  looked  like  a  private  pUy-boufe^  when  the  toindows     , 
mrt  tUpt  domfntt  as  if  fome  noSurnal  and  difmal  tragedy  werd  prc- 
fently  CO  be  a^eR*'     Decker's  Seven  Deadly  Hinnes  of  London ^  l6o6* 
See  alfo  HiftcHk  Hiftrionica* 
7  Many  pieces  wtre  performed  by  them  in  this  theatre  before  1580. 
'       Sometimes  they  performed  entire  pieces ;  at  others,  they  reprefented 
facfa  young  charaders  as  are  found  in  many  qf  out  poet^s  plays*   Tjiui 
we  find  .Nat.  Field,  John  Underwood,  and  William  Oftler,  among 
the  children  of  the  Revels  who  reprefented  feveral  of  Ben  Jonfon*t 
cooedies  at  the  BUckfriirs  in  the  earlier  part  of .  king  James's  reign, 
ini  alio  in  thcf  lift  qfc|he  adors  of  our  author*«  plays  prefixed  to  the 
^     firft  folio,  publlibed  q|h6^.     They  had  then  become  men. 
^        Lily*s  Cample  was  adied  at  the  theatre  in  BlackfViars  in  .1584, 

aad  i'be  Caft  is  akered,    by  Ben  Jonfon,  was  printed  in  1609,  aa     • 

\        aded  by  tbe  ibildren  of  Black-friers,     Some  of  the  children  of  the 

Rerels  alfo  aded  occafionally  at  the  theatre  in  Whitefriars;   for  we 

iia^  A  H^oman*s  a  iVtatbvtock  performed   by  them  at  that  theatre 

in  i6tm»     Probably  a  certain  number  of  thefe  children  were  appro* 

friated  to  v^h  of  thefe  th^tres,  and  inftru^ed  by  the  elder  performera . 

la  theinirC;  by  which  means  this  young  troop  became  a  promptuary 

of  adors.    In  a  manufcript  in  the  Inner  Temple,  Not  515,  Vol. VII. 

e&titled  **  A  booka  conteyning  feveral  particulars  with  relation  to 

'       the  kings  fetvants,  petitions,  warrants,  bills,  &c.  and  fuppofcd  to  be 

\     'copy  of  fome  part  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the^Houfliold*s  book 

9    hi  or  about  the  year  1622,**  I  find  «  A  warrant  to  the  fignet-ofiice 

^    (dated  July  8th,  1622))  for  a  privie  feale  for  his  majefiies  licenfing 

of  Robert  Lee,  Richard  Perkins,  Ellis  Woorth,  Thomas  Baffe,  John 

Blany,  John  Cumber,  and    William    Robbins,*late  comedians  of 

<)ueeile  Anne  deceafed,  ro  krwz  "P  (bildren  in  tbt  fuglitu  Md  ttttrcifs 

Voi»  I.  Part  II.  •  B  »/ 
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It  is  faid  in  Camden's  Annals  of  the  reign  of  king 
James  the  firll,  that  the  theatre  in  Blagkfriars  tell  down  ia 
•  the  year  1623,  and  that  above  eighty  perfons  were  killed 
by  the  accident;  but  he  was  mifmformed '.  The  roon» 
which  gave  way  was  in  a  private  houfe,  and  appropriated 
to  the  (ervice  of  religion. 

I  am  unable  to  afcertain  at  what  time  the  Globe   - 
theatre  was  built.     Hentzner  has  alluded  to  k  as  exit- 
ing in  1598,  though  he  does  not  fxprefsly  mention  it*. 
I  believe  it  was  not  built  long  before  the  year  1596 V 

I  •/*  flaying  comedies,  hiftories,  interludes,  morals,  paftorals,  ^^P* 
pUies,  and^fach  like,  as  weJl  for  (he  follace  and  pieafure  of  bit 
kn^jeltie,  aaSor  the  honeft  recreation  of  fuch  as  Ihall  defire  co  fee 
them;  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Tbe  Children  of  the  i2^v«/<  j-^and 
to  be  drawMin  fuch  a  manner  and  forme  at  hath  betn  ufed  in  other 
lycenjes  •J  ttat  k'tHde,'*  Thcfe  very  perfons,  we  have  feen,  were  the 
company  of  the  Revels  in  1622,  and  were  then  become  men. 

^  «  1623.  ^^  occafu  domCs  fceutcx  apud  Black-friers  Londioi^ 
Si  perfonae  fpe£tabiles  necancur/*  Camdeni  ^nntf Jl,  ah  anno  160^ 
ad  annum  1623,  4to.  1691.  p.  82.  That  this  writer  was  mifinformedy  * 

appears  from  an  old  trad,  printed  in  the  fame  year  in  which  the  acci- 
dent happened,  entitled,  Ji  H^ord  of  Comfortf  or  a  difeourfe  eoncerminw  9 
tbi  late  lanuntable  accident  of  the  fail  of  z  Room  at  a  Catholick  fermoa 
in  the  Black-friert,  Londonp  wbtreby  abiut  four-fcore  perfons  werg  op" 
frejjedm  4to  1623* 

See  alfo  verfes  prefixed  to  a  play  called  Tbt  Sfueen,  pabliflied  by 
Alexandef<«oughe,  (probably  the  fon  of  RobertJCougiie^  one  of  the  ^ 

adorsin  Shakfpeare^s  company,)  in  1653 :  ^     0r 

41  f  we  dare  not  lay—  <  ^ 

*^  —  that  Blackfriers  we  beare^  which  10  this  age 
<(  Fell,  when  it  was  a  church,  ao/  when  ajlage  $  < 

«  Or  that  the  puritaoi  tliat  once  dwelt  there,  < 

•<  Prayed  and  tbrivM,  though  the  ^ay-houfe  were  fo  near.** 
•  Camden  had  a  paralytick  ftroke  on  the  i8th  of  Auguft  i62f,  and 
.4icd  on  the  9th  of  November  following.  The  above-mentioned 
accident  happened  on  the  24tb  of  Odol^r  $  which  account  for  his 
inaccuracy.  The  room  which  fell,  was  an  upper  room  in  Hunfdon« 
Houfe,  in  which  the  French  AmbaiTador  cheo  dwelt*  See  Stowe't 
Chron.  p.  1035,  ^^i^  1631.  m 

9  «<  Nor  longe  ab  ano  borum  theatrorum,  quae  tmnm  ligaeafantp         ■ 
ad  Tbamefm  navii  eft  ragia,  quae  duo  egregia  habet  condavia,"  Sec.     ^ 
h'm,  p.   131.    By  navit  regia  he  means  the  royal  barge  called  the     W 
Gallyhifi*    See  the  South  View  of  London,  as  it  appeared  in  1 599. 

*  See  «  The  Sutt  of  the  Watermen  agiloft  the  Players,*'  in  the 
Wtrkt  ofTajlor  the  Wetcr-poet,  p.  17U 

It 
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It  was  ficaated  on  the  Bankfide^  (the  fouthtrn  fide  of 
tke  river  Thames,)  nearly  oppofite  to  Friday-ftreet, 
Chcapiide.  It  was  an  hexagonal  wooden  building. 
partly  open  to  the  weather,  and  partly  thatched*. 
when  Hcntzner  wrote,  all  the  other  theatres  as  well  as 
this  were  compofed  of  wood* 

*  la  the  long  Antwerp  View  of  London  in  the  Pepyfian  Library 
at  Cambridge^  is  a  reprefentation  of  the  Globe  theatre,  from  which 
a  drawing  was  made  by  the  Kew,  Mr.  Henley,  and  traolmitted  tf 
Mu  Scecrena*    From  that  drawing  thii  cut  was  made* 
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*  iThe  Glol^e  was  a  publick  theatre,  and  of  confiderable 
fize^,  and  there  they  always  afted  by  day-light ♦•  On 
the  roof  of  this  and  the  other  publick  theatres  a  pole  was 
ercdted,  to  which  a  flag  was  affixed  *.  Thefe  flags  were 
probably  difplayed  only  during  the  hours  of  exhibition  ; 
and  it  fliould  feem  from  one  of  the  old  comedies  that. 
they  were  taken  down  in  Lent,  in  which  time,  du- 
ring the  early  part  of  King  James's  reign  plays  were 
not  allowed  to  be  feprefentcd^,  though  at  a  fubfeqaent' 
period  tliis  prohibition  was  difpenfed  with\ 

I  formerly 

1  The  Globe,  we  learn  from  Wright's  Hiftorla  Hifirionicaf  wit 
nearly  of  the  fame  lize  as  the  Fortum,  whic|i  has  been  already 
defcribed. 

♦  'Hificria  H'lflrto^ca,  8yo.  1699,  p.  7. 

5  So,  \r\*f%e  Curtain. Draxuer  of  the  IVtrJd^  i6ia  :  «  Each  play- 
houfe  advanceth  his^^^^r  in  the  aire,  whither  quickly  at  the  wavyig 
theieof  are  fummoned  vmole  troops  of  men,  women,  and  children.^— 
Again,  in  A  Mad  fVor/df  my  Maftersy  a  comedy  by  ^iddleton,  1608  : 
'*  the  hair  about  the  hat  is  as  good  as  J^^ag  upoi^lbe  pole,  at 

a  common  play-houfe,  to  waft  company.**  See  a  Sbilf§MUw  of  tbt 
City  of  London  at  it  appeared  in  1599,  in  which  are  repfffRtations  ot* 
the  Globe  and  Stvan  theatres.  From  the  words,  <■  a  €oifmon  play- 
houfe/'  in  the  paiTage  lail  quoted,  we  may  Ik  led  to  fu^ofe  that  fla|^ 
w  ere  iSDt  difplayed  on  the  roof  of  Blackfriart^  uid  the  other  prHfou. 
playhouies.  ■•  * 

This  Rftom  perhaps  toolr  its  rife  from  a  qdfconceptlon  of  a  line.  •<' 
in  Ovid : 

<<  Tunc  neque  marmoreo  pendebaUt  vela  thegtro,-^** 
which  Hey  wood,  in  a  tra^  publifhed  in  1612,  thus  tranflates:  ^ 
«  in  thofe  days  from  the  marble  houfe  did  waive 
«*  No  fail,  no  flktn  fiagy  or  enfign  brat*.**  ^ 

«  From  the  roof  (fays  the  fame  author,  defiEribing  a  Roman 
amphitheatre))  grew  a  loover  or  turret,  of  exceeding  altitude,  from 
which  an  enhgnoffJk  noavtd  continuaiJyi^^^tndthznt  vela  theatro.** 
•—The  mi£nterpretation  might,  however,  have  at)fen  ffonf  the 
£nglifli  cuilom. 

*»  "  'Tis  Lent  in  your  cheeks  i-^lbefag  is  dcwn***  A  Mad  Wwrld^^ 
my  Majierti  a  comedy  by  Middleton,  160I. 

Again,  in  Earless  Cbaraffers,  7th  edit.  ^38*    "  Shrove-tuefday 
hee  [a  player'\  feares  as  much  as  the  bawdes,  and  Lent  is  more  dan«     ■ 
gerous  to  him  than  the  butchers.** 

7  «<  [Received]  of  the  King*s  players  for  a  Unten  difpemfation^  ftic 

ether  conpaoys  promi/ing  to  dofeji  muchei  44s,  March  23,  1616.** 

*.  ^  «i  Of 
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-  I  formerly  conjeaurcd  that  The  Globty  though  hexa- 
gonal at  the  outiidey  was  perhaps  a  rotunda  within,  and 
that  it  might  have  derived  its  name  from  its  circular 
form'*     But^  though  the  part  appropriated  to  the  audi- 

*<  Of  John  Hemmingesy  in  the  name  <^tbe  four  companys,  for 
toleration  fki  the  holydayes,  448.  January  i|t  i6i8.** 

Extr^Ss  from  the  offict-hook  of  Sir  George  £ue,     Mff.  Herbert, 
Thefe  di^nfations  did  not  extend  to  the  feraia«»days,  as  they  were 
then  called  ;  that  is>  Wednefday  and  Friday  in  eacli  w^k. 

After  Sir  Henry  Herbert  became  poflefled  of  the  pffi^of  Mafter  of 
the  Revelsy  fees  for  p^rmilfioQ  to  perform  in  Lent  appear  to  have  been 
conftantly  paid  by  each  of  the  theatres.  The  manaftpiiiiowever  did 
not  always  perform  plays  during  that  feafon.  Some  of  tne  theatres,  par- 
ticularly the  Red-Bull  and  the  Fortune,  were  then  Ice  to  prize -fig  hters» 
tumblerSf  and  rope-dancers,  who  fometimes  added  a  Mafque  to  Jftie 
other  exhibitions.  Thefe  fa^s  are  afcertained  by  the  following  ef||ies^: 
'*  1622.  21  Martii.  For  a  prife  at  the  Red  Bull,  for  the  howfej  the 
fencers  would  give  nothing.     los.**  MIT.  Aftley. 

>*  From  Mr^Gunnel,  [Manager  of  the  Fortune,]  in  the  name  of 
tlie  dancers  ofvie  ropes  for  Lent,  this  15  March,  1624.  ^i.     o.     o.'* 
**  Froa  ^r.  Gunnel,  to  allowe  of  a  Mafque  for  the  dancers  of 
the  ropes.'  diis^9  March,  1624.*  JTz,    o.    o.** 

We  ferHere,  by  tl|p  way,  that  Muroeojmus,  which  was  exhibited  in 

i637,|i^aS'  not  (•s  Dr.  Borney  fuppofes  in  his  ingenious  Hlfiory  of 

MmfoifVoU  IIL  p.  385,)  the  firft  mifque  exhibited  on  the  publicic  ftage. 

^      «*  From  M^telagraye,  in  the  name  of  the  Cockpit  company,  for 

thb  Lent,  this  jqflhptfch,  1624.  j(^  2.    o.     o.** 

^  *,      **  March  20,  sli^From  Mr.  Hemmingcs,  for  this  Lent%llowanre« 

^      £l,    o.     o."     Mff.  Herbert. 

P/ynne  tai^ notice ($tt.h\s  relaxation  in  hk  Hiftriomafiix,  4to.  1633  : 
**  Xicrc  are  mne  fo  addi£^^  to  ilage-playes,  but  when  they  go  unto 
places  where  thef  cannolf  have  tlftm,  or  when  as  they  are  fuppreHed 
by  puliike  authority,  (ai  in  times  of  peflilence,  and  in  Leaty  till  now 
af  UUf^an  well  fubHft  without  them.*'  p.  7*34. 

t  «<  ^ter  thefe*'  (fays  Heywood,  fpeikingot  the  bu'ldings  at  Rome, 
I  I  appropnate<^o  fcenick  exhibitions,)  <<  they  compofed  others,  but  dif- 
feAg  ^  form  from  the  theatre  or  amphitheatre,  and  every  fuch  was 
called  eUcui  }  the  frame  gicheAikef  and  merely  rcund,'*  Apology,  for 
A3^9  ISift.  See  alfo  our  author*s  prologue  to  AT.  Henry  V, 
*'         «•  —or  may  we  cram 

«  Within  this  wooden  0/*  &c. 
^         But  as  we  find  in  the  prologue  to  Mar(lon*s  Antonio' t  Revenge^  which 
*    *      vat  aaed  by  the  Children  of  PauPs  in  1602, 

*•  If  anyfpirit  breathes  within  this  roundf—''* 
^      no  inference  refpefling  the  4eiiofflination  of  the  Chbt  can  be  drawn 
^  from  this  exp?  eflion. 

L  *  .E  3  cncc 
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cnce  was  probably  circular,  I  now  believe  that  the  hem fe 
was  denomiRaied  only  from  its  fign  ;  which  was  a  figure  of 
Hercuks  fupporting  ihc  Globe,  under  which  was  written, 
^Tottti  mandui  ugtt  hijfrien^m  *.  Th|s  theatre  was  burne 
down  on  the  agtk  of  June^  i6ij  ^ ;  but  it  was  rebuilt  in 

»  Stowc  Tftform*  o$r  tAt  "  the  illowed  StewKouf*i  [auteeedtnt  tw 
th«  yeir  1545]  hiil  fiftif  I  on  ihdr  iWntrs  towardi  the  Thimci^  not 
htflgcd  out}  but  pBinred  on  the  WDltci ;  19  a  Bo^rcs  beaijjl  The  Croft 
Kc^ci,  Tht  G urine*  The  CaCiJe,  the  Crane,  the  Gardiftiis  Mit^  rha 
lltili  the  Swi^e^/*  ate.  Survey  of  London ^  4 to,  l6o^j  P*4^$*  Thfi 
houfes  \%'hich  coniinkJcJ  to  c*rry  on  tlic  f:*nic  crsde  lifter  the  indent 
and  privilc^^e^^ficci  hid  been  put  dowrij  probublj  were  dLHitngttilh!»l  hf 
the  oJd  figfii  i  and  the  fign  of  the  GloUe,  which  theatre  wai  in  their 
neighbdurhn-od|  wai  perhapt,  in  Imitation  oi  them,  painted  on  its  v/alh 
'  Xh^  foUdwing  account  of  this  accident  it  gtven  by  Sit  Renry  Woi« 
Wn^^a  letter  dated  July  1,  tGi-^fRdif.  W&itom^  V*  A^^%>  ^^^^*  165*51 
**  No*r  to  let  maUcTi  of  llatc  flccp,  I  will  ^ntertatn  you  at  the  preleiit 
with  whjt  hath  happened  this  week  at  the  Batikj  Mt*  The  King* 
PJzyeri  had  a  new  play  aWtA  AU  h  imr,  repre Ten ti n£  fome  principal 
pic«A  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eifihth,  *hkK  Wfas  fct  Rnh  wtth  manf 
cjcti-aoTidJnaf^circitniAaoces  pf  pomp  and  mijcdy,  cv«)  to  the  matting 
Df  the  ftage  j  the  knights  of  the  ordifr  with  thrif  C  '  Garter^ 

the  guifdi  with  iheir  Embtoideted  coati,  and  <he  ; lent  in 

truth  Within  a  while  to  make  grcatntfit  very  famiJijr,  .-  ,.  ^.  ^-.^tuIouB* 
Now  King  HeJiT)  making  1  M^f^iue  at  the  Cardinal  W^feys  houfef  ajid 
certain  cannofi$  being  Ihor  ofl^  at  his  entryi  fomjp  of  th?  paper  or  o^her 
f!tufi\  whet  with  one  of  them  was  l^pedi  d^B^  ^  the  thatch^ 
■wheie  being  tbottghl  *t  firft  but  an  idle  fraOal^Vl  tiheir  ey«  more 
mcteFitive  to  the  ihou',  it  kindled  inwardly,  and  ran  round  lik^  a  ttnm^ 
Cii^fumini^  whhin  Wh  ihan  an  hour  the  wholelk^ufe  to  d|p  vtty  ground. 
This  was  the  i^aral  perkd  of  that  vlrtuouf  fabiick,  whetein  yet  nothlns 
did  petijh  but  tti sec/  and  ftt^mf  and  I  few  brfUken  cloljci/^ 

From  n  fetter  of  Mr.  j^hn  Chambctlalnt'^i  ti>  Sir  Ralph  WlHWOo<tlf 
dated  July  8,  1613,  in  which  this  acddent  i^iikewTle  mentiociedi.  we 
learn  Una t  this  theatre  had  only  two  doors »  '^  The  burning  of  the 
Ctobe  or  pbyhctufiz  on  the  Bankfidc  on  St.  Peter'i  diy  cannot  efgtpe 
you  J  which  fdl  out  by  a  pe-i  of  chambers^  {that  I  know  not  iflbn 
what  cKciiloit  were  to  iw  ufcd  in  the  ptsy,)  the  tampia  or  flopf^e  c»f 
one  of  them  lighting  in  the  thatch  that  covered  the  houfe,  b'ffrti'di 
It  down  to  the  ground  In  lefs  than  two  hoijrt„  with  a  dweinng-hoii]« 
adjiiynitig;  and  it  wu  a  great  marvaile  and  fair  grace  cf  God  that  the 
MoiJe  had  fft  littfe  harm,  hairing  but  ?w*  itarrt-w  dars  to  get  out.*' 
Winwnod'i  Mtmirl^h^  VoU  III,  p*  4%,     Not  a  fingic  tifc  wa>  loft. 

In  1613  wai  entered  on  the  Statitiners*  bookj  d  dakfui  haliad  tf  the 
fffurMi  tttitfi^i^MtwH  fl/  th«  famstit  tiftatfi  en  tht  Bankjidf^  taiifd  th 
^i^u    }  have  never  tnct  with  it*  ^ 


.'»* 
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tht  following  fear,  and  decorated  with  more  ornament 
than  had  been  originally  beiiowed  upon  it^f 

The  exhibitions  at  the  Glohe  Teem  to  have  been  calcu* 
lated  chiefly  for  the  lower  clafs  of  people';  thofe  at 

^  See  Taylor's  5ia//rr,  p.  31,  Ep.ii. 

«<  As  gold  ii  better  that*i  in  fier  try'i^ 

«<  So  is  the  Bank-fide  Globif  that  late  wat  boro'd  i 
^*  For  where  before  it  had  a  thatched  hide, 
««  Now  to  a  ilately  theater  'tis  tum'd." 
See  alfo  Stowe*s  Cbrcmich,  p.  1003. 

'  Tb€  Gl9ht  theatre,  being  contiguous  to  the  BearJDgrien^  when 
the  f ports  of  the  latter  were  over,  the  fame  fpedtators  probably  refort- 
ed  to  the  former.  The  audiences  at  tbi  Buil  and  tbt  Fortune  were, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  of  a  clalj  (till  inferior  to  (hat  of  the  Globe.  The 
latter,  being  the  theatre  of  his  majefty's  fervants,  muft  neceflarily 
have  had  a  foperior  degree  of  reputation.  At  all  of  them.  how. 
ever,  it  appears,  that  noife  and  (hew  were  what  chiefly  attraSfcd  aa 
ludieace.  Our  author fpeaks  in  HawUet of  **  berattling  tb*  eommon  [i.e. 
ihtfmblkk}  theatres.  See  iX(o  A  Prologue  fpoken  by  a  company  of  play- 
ers who  had  /eceded  from  the  Fortune,  p.  64,  note  7  ;  from  which 
we  learn  that  tkf  performers  at  that  theatre,  **  to  /flit  tbeean  oftbe 
gromtdlhgt^  «ed  *•  to  tear  IPfJf^i  fo  tatters.*' 

In  (omcWdfs  addrefled  by  Thomas  Carew  to  Mr.  [afterwards  Sir 
WUIiaml%'AVenant,  "  Upon  his  excellent  Play,  The  Jufi  Italian,*' 
2630^  1  find  a  fimilar  chara^cr  ofiStBull  theatre : 

**  Now  noife  prevails  ;  and  he  is  tax'd  for  Growth 
<*  Q^it^that  with  the  cry  fpends  not  his  mouth.-* 
#         <*  —thymbg  fancies,  raptures  of  the  brain 
**  Dreft  d  in'poecick  flames,  th^  entertain 
«  As  a  bold  impious  reach ;  for  they'll  flill  flight 
«  Altthat  efcftds  Ran  Bull  and  Cockpit  flight. 
f*  Thefe  are  the  men  in  crowded  heaps  that  throng 
**  To  riut  adulterate  ftage,  where  not  a  tongue 
'«'  Of  tin  untun'd  kennel  can  a  line  repeat    % 
•<  Of  ferious  fenfe  ;  but  like  lips  meet  like  meat  t 
«<  Whilft  the  true  brood  of  aaors,  that  alone 
*'  Keep  natural  undrain'd  action  in  her  throne, 
*'  Behold  their  benches  bare  ,  though  they  rehearfe 
•*  The  terfer  Beaumont's  or  great  Jonfon's  rerfe." 
The  rrsTf  brood  of  af?9rs  were  the  performer*  at  BhcifriarSf  whem 
Tbo  Jufhrnlian  was  adied. 

Sct^ifoTbeCarekfsSbepberdefs,  reprefented  at  Salifliury-court ;  410. 
1656 1  m 

««  And  I  will  ha(kn  to  the  money- bor, 
«  And  take  my /billing  out  again  ;  — 
"  nigotoTHK  Bull,  •r  Fortvkk,  and  there  fee 
**  A  play  iotavfO'ftnce^  and  a  jig  to  boot." 

£  4  Blacks 

i      ' 
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BlackfriarsySox  a  rtiorc  feleft  and  judi«ous  aojience* 
This  appears'  from  the  follawing  prologue  to  Shirley's 
Doubtjul  Heir,  whick  is  iafertcd  among  his  poems, 
printed  in  1646,  with  this  title: 

*'  Prologue  at  the  QLobe,  to  his  Comedy  called  the 
Doubtful  Heir,  which  (houlJ  hayfe  been  ^refented  at  tht^ 
Blacl(friars^^ 

**  Gentlemen,  I  api'only  fent  to  fay, 
**  Our  author  did  not  calculate  his  play 
'*  For  this  meridian.    The  Bankfide,  he  knows, 
**  Is  far  more  (kilful  at  the  ebbs  and  flows 
**  Or  water  than  of  wit;  he  did  ndt  mean 
*'  For  the  elevation  oFyour  jwles,  this  fcene, 
*^  No  fhews, — no  dance, — and  what  you  moft  de- 
light in,  \  ^ 
**  Grave  underflanders^,  here's  no  target-fighting 
**  Upon  the  ftage  ;  all  work  for  cutlers  barr*d  ; 
*'  No  bawdry,  nor  no  ballads ;-^thiseoes  hard: 
*'  But  language  clean,  and,  what  aflfcyrpu  notj; 
*'  Without  impoflibilities" the  plot;       Jj^        ^ 
**  No  clown,  nb  fquijs,  no  devil  in't.-^#i  now, 
**  You  fquirrels  that  want  nuts,  what  will  yoiTvAo^ 
**  Pray  do  not  crack  the  benches,  and  we  may 
*'  Hereafter  fit  your  palates  with  a  play  J*.  % 
**  But  you  that  can  contrad  yourfelves,  and  fit, 
*'  As  you  were  now  in  the  Blackfriars  pit,  ^ 
"  And  will  not  deaf  us  with  lewd  Moife  and  tongues, 
*'  Becaufe  we  have  no  heart  to  break  our  lungs, 
«'  Willjpardon  our  'vaft  ftage,  and  not  difgrace 
"  This  play,  meant  for  your  perfons,  not  the  place.** 
The  fuperior  difcernment  of  the  Blackfriars  audience 
may  be  likewife  colle6led  fron>  a  palTage  in  the  preface 

^  In  the  printed  play  thefc  words  arc  omitted;  the  want  of  which 
renders  the  prologue  perfcdtly  unintelligibTe.  This  comedy  was  per- 
formed tor  the  firll  time  at  the  Globe,  June  i,  1640. 

'The  common  peoffle  Hood  in  the  Globe  theatre,  in  that  part  of  the 
Jlpufe  which  we  now  call  the  pit ;  wftch  being  lower  than  the  ilage, 
Snirley  calls  them  uff^/^rftanders* .  In  the  private  pi  a)  houfei,  it  ap- 
pears from  the  fubfequent  lines,  there  were  feats  in  the  pit. 

Ben  Jonfon  has  the  famejaulbble:  «  *-the  undtrftdnding  gentlemen 
of  the  ground  hc»/V     -Wtv^V  .  *  *  -  J 

•    •  prcfixe4 
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prefixed  by  Heminge  and  ConAlkYcf ine  ficft  tollb  edi- 
•'tion  of  our  author's  workst  **  And  though  yon  he  a  9 -g 

magiJirdU  of  nuit ^  a^  fi^on^h^nge  ^t-Blackfriers, 
^  or  the  Cockpit,  tc*  arraigns  plays  Tlailie,  kquM.  thcfe    • 
^lays  t^ve  haa  theu^  tryal  a4re^y>  sind  flood  out  all      .1 
appcalcs.**  JS^  y^  ^ 

A  writer  alre'dRfP|uoted  *  inftnns  u*  tVat  one  of  thgjfe 
theatres  was  a*winter,  and  th^  other  a  fummer^  lioufe  ^.^ 
As  iJbg  Gi^e  was  partly  expofea  ft  tihe  wither,  and  they 
afted  there  ufuallyby  day-light,  it  appeared  to  me  proba- 
9   ble  (when  this  EfTa/  waM  originally  publifhed)  that  this 
was  the  fumnier^eatre ;  and  I  have  lately  found  my  con|| 
jedbire  confimAM^|^r  Haprv  Ij^rbert's  Manufcript.^ 
The  king's  cctaipany  ufually  began  to'  pky  at  the  Gl«bc"  ' 
in  the  month  of  May.   The  exibjkions  here  feem  to  have 
been  more  %eaiAi^  than  ^t  BJactfriers,  till  the  year 
160^  01^605,  ^en  the  Bankjide  appears  to  have  become 
1  lefs  fafhiohable>  4Uid  lefs  frequented  than  it  formerly 
4faadbeea\    % 


^  ^nis  HKoAit  IS  confirmed  by  a  p0r>|p  in  an  old  pamphlet,  entitled 

,  •""      HtlUgJ^s  Leaguer,  410.  16327^"  She  ^as  mcft  taken  with  the  report 


fright*' 
^iiswcotf! 
Leagui 

I  amphythcatorsy  which  Aood  fo  necre  ficuated,  that 
her  eye  niehctake  view  of  them  from  her  lowed  turret.  One  was 
^  Conttftifkf  tbe  JVorldy  becaufe  halfe  the  yetre  a  world  of  beauties 
tod  brare  fpirJts  reforted  unto  it.  The  other  was  a  building  of  excel- 
^ei^Hopei  and  though  wild  beads  and  gladiators  aid  moil  poHeife  it,"&c« 
*  Kia£  Lear,  in  the  title-page  of  the  original  edition,  printed  in 
]€oSy  is  faid  to  havS  been  performed  by  his  majefly's  fervants,  playing 
9fualh  at  iti  Ghht  on  the  Banklide. — See  alfo  the  licence  gr«ted  by 
kjog  James  in  1603  :  '<  —and  the  faid  comedies,  tragedies,  &<:•— 1</* 
ibew^ii-^u  well  within  their  now  «>j/houre  called  the  GUhe,'^,^*  No 
mention  is  made  of  their  theatre  in  Blackfnarg  ;  from  which  circum- 
ftance  I  fufped  that  antecedent  to  that  time  our  poet*s  company  played 
•uly  at  the  Globe,  and  purchased  the  Blackfriars  tJKatre  afteiwards. 
In  the  licence  granted  by  king  Charles  the  Firil  to  John  Heminge  and 
his  aflbciates  in  the  yea^^6z5,  ^hey  are  authorized  tqi^xhibit  plays, 
&c.  <*  at  well  within  thefe  /100  their  moft  ufual  houfes  called  the.  Globe 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  their  private  hoafcs  /ituate  within  the 
precifl^  of  the  ^lackfryen^'^Jlk  alfo,**  &c.  H^i'^they  poHeHed  tjie 
Blackfriars  theatre  in  1603,  it  would  probably  have  been  mentioned 
in  the  f«-mer  Ucencci  In  the  fSAowing  year  they  certainly  had  pof- 
feffioB  of  it,  for  H^oii*%  M^etoHtent  was  adled  there  in  i6o4«  , 

»  See  Tbt  mrkSf  TayHWR J^yl^ %,  ui.  edit.  1633. 

.<!S^'.      •        Many 


% 


•« 
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Many  of  our«!U!ciHlt  dramatick  pieces  (as  ])^s  bee» 
#  already  obferved)  wue  pei^rmed  in  the  yards  of  carri«» 
ers*  inns,  ia  whicft^n  ihe^giiying  of  qaeen  Eliza- 
Tie  comedians,  ^  * 


9    beth'9.]iagn>  the  cOrnedians,  who  tiif  n  fird  united  them-  V 
0      felves  in  compaiiies)' v^%<i  ^^  occafion^  ^g*S    Thic^ 
form  of  the(e  temporar)^^layhou|||r*feems  to  be  pre* 
fe{yed  in  our  fiiofterA  tlwatre.     ^^TjUli^lIcrics,  in  both, 
are  ranged  over  each  ot^r  on  three  iidM  of  the  build- 
ing.    The  fmall  roonll  under  the  lowed  of  ^lefe  galle- 
ries anfwer  to  our  prefent  boxes ;   and  it  is  bbfervable 
that  thefe,  even  in  theatres  which  were  built  in  a  (iibfe-   # 
^uent  period  exprefftly  for  dramatick  exhibitions,  ilill  re- 
^  tained^theic  old  nany,  and.are  ffflpgAlfkalled  ro§mf^,  * 
^  by  our  ancient  writers.    The  yar?bears  a  fufficient  rc- 
femblance  to  the  pit,  ^  at  prefent  in  ufe.   We  may  fup- 
pofe  the  ftage  to  have  bee^i  raifediitfthi^area,  on  the 
fourth  fide,  with  its  back  to  the  gatewty  of  the  inn,  at 
which  the  money  for  admiffion  wa^  taken.     Thus,  in 
£ne  weather,  aplayhoufe  not  incommodious  might  hayf 
been  formed. 

Hence,  in  the  middle  oSghe  GMe,  and  I  fuppofe  o/%he 
other  pubJick  theatres,  In  the  fAne  of  Shakfpeare^^cre »  ' 
was  an  open  yard  or  area  ',  inhere  the  common  ^Rj^le 

1  Fleckno,  In  hit  ^ort  Difcenrfe  of  the  Engfi/b  Stagt^  puMifliedfli 
1664,  fays,  fome  remains  of  chefe  ancient  theatres  were  at  that  dafB 
to  be  feen  in  the  inn-yards  of  the  Crofi'keys  in  Graccchurch4lreet« 
and  the  Bull  in  BiOiopfgate-ftreet. 

In  the  feventeen  playhoufes  ereAed  between  the  years  1570  and 
1630^  the  continuator  of  Stowe's  Chronicle  reckons  "  five  tunes  or 
common  ofteritt  turned  into  play-houles.'* 

4  See  a  prologue  to  If  t bit  be  not  a  good  Play  9  the  Devil  it  in  it,  quoted 
in  p.  60,  n.  I.  Thefe  rooms  appear  to  have  been  fometimes employed, in 
the  infancy  of. tlft  ftage,  far  the  purpoles  of  gallantry.  «  Thefe  plays'* 
^fays  Strype  in  his  additions  to  Stowe*s  Surtfey)  •*  being  commonly 
sided  on  fuiliays  and  t'eftivals,  the  churches  were  forfaken,  and  the 
play-houfes  thronged.  Great  inns  were  ufed  for  this  purpofe,  which 
liad  fecret  chambers  ^d  places  as  w^l  as  open  ftages  and  galleries* 
Here  maids  and  good  citizens*  childMi  were  inveigled  and  allured  to 
private  unmeet  contrads.**  He  is  Ipeakiqg  of  the  year  1574. 
Loiilon»  it  is  r 


*  **  In  the  play-houfes  at  Loiiaony  it  is  thl  fafliion  of  ^outhes  to 
^0  firft  into  the  ysrdef  andjp  urry  their  eye  ttu^ugh  every  gallery  $ 
then  like  «d^  tm^  fUgmffdfjfW^tt  ctriA,  thj[tber  they  flye. 


lad 


*«■ 


*» 

^ 
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|U)od  to  fee  the  exhit>ition ;  from  Whith  circumftance  they 
are  called  by  our  author  gromndlings,  and  by  Ben  Jonfoa 
**  the  undtrfianding  gentlemen  oi  ^t ground.** 

The  galleries,  oxjcaffhlds,  as  thev  are  fometimes  called, 

%vA  tlia>  part  of  the  houfe  which  m  private  theatres  was 

named  the  pit  S  fccm  to  h^ve  been  at  the  fame  price ; 

and  probably^  iirlioafes  of  reputation,  fuCh  as  the  GIo6e, 

\nd  that  ii^ia'ci/riars,  (fie  price  of  admiflion  into  thofe 

4  parts  of  the  theatre  was  iix-pence^>  while  in  feme  meaner 

play, 
and  prefs  at  near  to  the  faireft  as  thcyflbn/*    Plays  Confuttd  in  Ftvt 

»inoft 


Ijdity  and  lay  ybo/open ;  neither  trt  you  to  bT^hunted  frond 
thenc«9  flbogh  ih^car-crewes  in  thej^arihoo^t  you,  hifi  at  yqu^ 
fpit  at  yoa.*'  So,  in  the  prologue  to  an  old  comedy  called  ^e  H^g  bit 
bUfPtMrTf  1614:       •  ' 

"  We  may  be  pelted  off  for  what  we  know,  •  i 

m*  With  apple^i  eggs,  or  ftoncs,  from  thofe  belom*^.         • 
See  ^fo  the  prologue  iii*lbe  Dsuhtful  Hcir^  antCj  p*  56 :  ^ 

*  •<  . and  what  you  ma^  delight  in, 

«*  Grave  underftandtrst^-^-^,** 

i^he  pit.  Dr.  Percy  fuppofes  tajbave  received  its  name  from  one 

of  the  playhoufet  having  been  formerly  a  cock-pit.    This  account  of 

iljL  itlii,  howgrer,  Ikems  to  be  fomewhac  oueflionabte.    The  place 

iii|^rn  thj^Ats  are  ranged  in  Se.  Mary's  at  Cambridge,  is  ftill  called 

the  fit  i  wk  n^one  can  fufpedi  that  venerable  fabrick  of  having  ever 

^kten  a  mtl^pih  or  that  the  phrafe  was  borrowed  from  a  playhoufe  to 

be  appfied  to  a  church.     A  pit  is  a  place  low  in  its  relativtfTituation« 

'  and  fuch  it  flk  middle  part  of  l^heatre. 

Shalcfpeare  himfelf  ufes  cock-pit  to  ezprefs  a  fmall  confined  fituatloQ^ 
Without  aiiJF  particular  referettte : 

**  .— .i^  Can  this  cock-pit  hold 
«<  The  vafty  fields  of  France,.-or  may  we  cram, 
*4  <*  Within  this  wooden  O,  the  very  cafques 
«  That  did  affright  the  air  at  Agincourt?'' 
7  Sea  an  old  cilleAion  of  tales i^nti tied  IVits^  FitSf  and  Fancies f 
4to.  IU5  t    *'  When  the  great  ihaAad  read  the  a€torS  letter,  he  pre- 
itndy^n  anfwefk  to  it,  took  a  ihect  of  paper,  and  fo\d\DgJixpence  up 
InitJieakd  it,  fubfcribedit,  and  lent  it  to  his  brother  j  intimating 
therfty,  that  though  his  brother  had  vowed  ^ot  in  feven  years  to  fee 
him,  yet  he  for  his  foepeud  oJt^  come  and  fee  him  upon  the  ftage  at 
his  pleafure.** 

So,  in  the  indudion  to  Tb^Mti^netick  Lady^  by  Ben  Jonfon,  which 
wa^firft  reprcfWfced  in  Prober,  1932:  *<  Not  the /^fM  or  grounds 
offbur  people,  that  fit  in  thf  ft^Uaue^aYljl^d  WC^t  of  your  houfe^ 
j|i^  AafulffiffMMj  mttb»mcki»**^    '   '  "   . 

•    •  •'.  • 
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playhoufes  it  was  only  a  penny*,  in  others  two-pence •• 
The  price  of  admiffion  into  the  beft  rooms  or  boxes', 

was 

See  below,  Verfes  addrefTcd  to  Fletcher  on  hit  faithikl  ^epherJefu 
Tint  there  were  Jhtfcf^ny  places   at  the  Blackfriart  pIayhouf«|  ap. 
pears  from  the  epilogue  to  Mayne's  City  Match,  which  wai  aAcd  at 
that  theatre  in  1637,  being  licenfed  on  the  17^1  o^^ovember,  i^ 
that  year :  _  -       .  ^ 

•         «  Not  that  he  fears  his  name  tan  fufter  wrack  '    ^ 

<«  From  tj^em,  who^x/>e»(e  pay,  and  fixpcnce  crack ;  , 
<«  To  fuch  he  wrote  ^t,  though  fome  parts  have  been 
<«  S«  like  hcre,that  mcy*to  therofclves  cao^  in," 

8  So,  in  Wlky9^omjl^iyi  by  Fletcher  t*'*  ^  l^ak  io  at  plays  like 
^entices  forl(pML  glM^  and  crack  nuts  witC  tbe  fcholars  in  fenny 
rooms  again."  ^  *'        ' 

Again^n  I>ecl#r*s  Quh  Horneh'ioke,  1609 :  "  Your  groundrtiig 
^^n^  gallery  commoner  buys  his  fport  by  iht  penny. ^^ 

Again,  in  Humours  Or  dinar  ie,  where  a  Man  %ay  be  t/tty  merric  ^nd 
mctiiing  well  ujed  for  his  Sixpence,  no  date  ;  i^ 

*     <<^Will  you  ftand  fpending  your  invention's  treafure 
^  *'  To  teach  (Vage-parrots  fpeak  forpenry  pleafure  ?*•         ^ 

9  «  Pay  thy  two-pence  to  a  player,  in  this  gallery  you  may  At  by  a 
harlot/*     Bell-mat.s  Night -walk,  by  Decker,  1616. 

Again,  in  the  prologue  to  the  ff^oman-btter,  by  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher,  1607:  <*  — to  the  utter  difcomntur^f  all  two-pennj^gal' 
lery  men.*'  *■     0 

It  appears  from  a  paHage  in  The  Roaring  Girl,  a  com^bf  R^-  * 
dleton  and   Decker,  161 1,  that  there  was  a  rwc-^^^jr  g«lleiy  in  thq|^ 
Fortune  g^yhoufc  :  <<  One  of  them  is  Nip;  I  took  him  onte  at  the 
tvvc-pfnny  gallery  at  the  Fortune,**    Sa^allb  above,  p.  $^n,  5. 

»  The  boxes  in  the  theatre  at  Blackfriars  were  probably  fmall^  and 
^appear  to  have  been  eneiofed  in  the  fam%jnanner  as  at  proi(«nt.  See  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Garrard,  dated  January  25,  1635,  Straff,  Letters^ 
Vol.  I.  p.  511  :  **  A  little  pique  happened  betwixt  tlicduke  of  Lenox 
and  the  lord  chamberlain,  about  a  box  at  a  nc«v  play  To  xht^Dlm^fri' 
.  arSf  of  wliich  the  duke  had  got  the  key  ;  whlfh  if  it  had  cbmffto  be 
debated  brtwixt  them,  as  it  was  once  intended,  fomc  heat  or  }.crhaps 
other  inconvenience  might  have  kj^pij^cd." 

In  the  dole  an<^thc  other  pubhck  theatres,  the  boxes  werc4^con-  1 
fidcrablc  fire.  Sec  the  prologue  lOi^Jf  this  be  not  a  good  PLy^  the  Devil  ' 
is  in  it,  by  Decker,  aftcd  at  the  Red  Bull  f^ 

<«  I     ■■  Givefteji^t  inAn, 

«<  Who,  when  the  plague  of  jmrrf|)ofthum'd  brains, 
<<  Breaking  out,  intents  a  theatre,  and  hotly  rei^ns^ 
^     '(  Rilling  ihc  heaters*  heyts,  that  ih^^afi  rmms 
'  '    «<  Stand  empty,  like  fo  many  deaA  m'enrs  tonXs^  t^ 

f    **  CancaU  thebaniibM  au4it0r  home^^  &c«  '^ 

-     ■      -^^^         *  •*     He 
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was,  I  believe,  in  our  author^s  time,  a  fluUing*;  though 
afttfwards  it  appears  to  have  rifen  to  two  fhillings', 
and  half  a  crown  \  At  the  £lackfriars  theatre  the  price 
of  tie  boxes  was,  I  imagine,  higher  than  at  the  Globe. 
•       ^     .  #  From 

He  Aems  to  be  here  defcribing  his  antagonlft  B.  Jonfon,  whofe  plays 
.were  generally  ^edotm^/^  a  th^  audience.     See  y€rfes  on  our  au- 
/thor,  by  Leonard  Uigges,  Vol.1.  Parti,  p.  213. 
»>^m  t  A  If  he  have  but  tvjtfvfpmicmn  hii  purie,  he  will  give  it  for  the 
Tr/  room  in  a  playhoufe."     Sir  Tnomas  Overbury'i  Cbarwffaif  x6l4« 
*         So,  in  the  prologue  to  our  aothor*i  King  Henry  VJlh 
**       ■        Thofe  that  come  to  ke 
'<  Only  a  (hew  or  two,  and  fo  agree 
**  The  play  may  pafs,  if  they  be  ftilfaod  wUiingy 
«  ru  uo^rtake  may  fee  away  their  fiffUng 
^         *•  i*  two  fliort  hours.'*  ^ 

AgaiDi  in  a  copy  of  verfes  prefixed  to  Maflinger*i  Bondman^  X624S 
**  Reader,  if  jou  havedi(burs'd  zjbilling 
««  To  fee  this  worthy  ftory, — .'*         ' 
Aglin,  in  the  Guh  Homebookt,  1609 :    *'  At  a  new  play  you  tak^ 
•p  the  txoelvfpetiny  room  next  the  ftage,  becaufe  the  lords  and  you  may 
feem  to  be  hail  fellow  well  met.** 

So  late  as  in  the  year  165S,  we  find  the  following  advertifement  at 
the  end  of  a  piece  called  The  Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  in  Ptrm,  by  Sir 
William  D*  A venant:  <' Notwithftanding  the  great  expence  necefTary 
to  fktnet  and  other  ornaments,  in  this  entertainment,  there  is  good 
piovifion  niftde  of  places  for  «  fiUiingf  and  it  ihall  certainly  begin  at 
diree  in  the  afternoon.** 

lo  ibe  Scornful  Lady  i  which  was  a^ed  by  the  children  of  the  Re« 
vels  at  Blackfriars,  and  printed  in  1616,  one^and-fx-penny  places  are 
mentioned. 

3  See  the  prologue  to  The  ^een  of  Arrag^n,  a  tragedy  by  Habu||« 
too,  afled  at  Blackfriars  in  May,  1^0: 

f  *<  Ere  we  begin,  that  no  man  may  repent 
^ygwoJbilUttgs  and  his  time,  the  author  fent 
•^T*he  prologue,  with  the  errors  of  his  play, 
**  That  who  will  may  take  his  money,  and  away.** 
Again,  in  the^pilogue  to  Mayne*s  CityMatcbf  a6ted  at  B!ackfrtars$ 
4      inNovemM',  1037: 

«<  To  them  who  call't  reproof,  to  make  a  face, 

"  Who  think  they  judge,  when  they  frown  i*  the  wrong  placcy 

"  Who,  if  they  |peak  not  ^  o*  the  poet,  dcMibt 

«  They  IcSfe  by  the  plfy,  nor  have  their  two  Jbiilingt  out, 

««  He  fays,**  &c. 

4  See  fFit  vjttbout  Money,  a  comedy,  a£ted  at  Tbe  Pbeenix  in  Drury* 
line  before  ifeo^      A*  ^ 

«  And  who  emlrdyoii  into  the  balf-erown  boxes, 
<<  W%v|  yoa^l^t  fit  ii|liin<J|,llii  beauties.** 
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From  feveral  paflagri  in  our  old  playi  %<  learn,  thzt 
fye^ion  were  itdmittcci  an  the  dn^^t  and  tkat  the 
criciclcs  and  witi  of  the  itisie  ufy ally  fat  ihcrt*.  Some 
were  placed  on  the  ground';  odiers  St  on  tlooh^  of 
which  the  price  wa*  either  fucpence  *>  of  a  JliiUing*,  ac^ 

cording. 

In  !  ;ififc*Iled  ^J*  H»fie  fin  the%^nkm€^  (here  were  five 

aiffr f  tL'MUt  ^t^f^  dtfrnyf  tn  half  a  croWD.     S«e  ifcoilndii^ 

*  So,  ta  ^  M^  W*r(d  hf  M^PfH  by  Miadleton*  i6ij8  j  "  Tim 
aftors  baf?  been  fauntl  In  *  inornmg  m  Id*  comjiAfi  thjui  th*lr  jld^ff 
|l]9U|h  it  were  jl  /  ^rii/Zfueji,'*     See  A I  Cq  p.  641  O*  3*       , 

•*  tl«:lp»mu£h  ,  J'or  if  aur  «/l^  4md\tnit  Urn 
u  Tvtt  on  thifiagi  dt^rff  hviort  »e  end, 
^     '*  Our  witt  £0  ^tthyatt  ailt  and  w*;  are  r**!!**" 
Prologue  to  ^//  F!^«/|,  »  ccimcdyi  a^d  it  BUcifffUtrt^  tSo^* 
O  By  fitting  an  tlie  iJ4|e,  yau  hzvc  a  J5f  n'd  pAtciii  to  en|rollc  the 
wholi  •onunodkie  cf  n0mrf  |  m^y  iiirfuiiJy  jyrclim^e  ta  be  4  i^rdct^ 
•ti<t  itirul  iltliehelm  to  |l«cr  tl>g  pal 5^0  of  fc«iici«**  C^i/i  It^rmhtokf^ 

See  &lfo  the  preface  to  Mhi  Jiril  ^Uo  edition  of  our  luthor**  work^  1 
•-«  And  thaugh  you  l?e  2  magi^ratt  &f  wir,  »Jiii  ^^  ««  fhtjiagi  at 
Blick/Fian,  to  Afr^igne  playi  d^iUe^^^^'* 

7  «^  Being  on  your  leetp  fncikc  not  away  tike  a  eowant,  but  tilule 
■U  your  gCA tie  acquaintance  th^t  ^ft  fi^f*4  ftfiitf  09  r^r  wttfott  or  4ii 
Hooiet  about  you  ^  and  draw  m  hic  Uoopc  you  c^n  from  the  ftige  ftfirr 
you/*  Decker*!  C«ii  J^#r«ifAMiAi|  1609,    So  allot  k  Fiec&her*i  ^ffx 

"  I  would  not  yet  be  pointed  atai  he  11^ 
»*  For  the  fine  courtier,  the  womtft"*  nJ40» 
"^^  '*  That  cell  1  my  Udy  Jl^fiet^  difTolvf  1  riddleij 
§         ▼^  "  U then  her  to  hef  ^oachj  Uii  at  hMrfitt  ^ 

^  •■  At  f&Um»  maffau**^  ^ 

*  J     From  ft  piiJTa£c  m  tCmg  Hmry  IF*  P.  L  k  may  be  pre/Ried  that 
Ihk  waa  no  Ufieofiiiiioii  pra£)ice  ia  prbat^airembiiea  allb  : 
«i  She  blda  you  on  rhi!:  w:inton  FuAiei  liy  you  down, 
**  And  reft  yoor  gentle  head  upon  her  lapi       ^       • 
"  And  (he  will  fing  the  fon^  thai  pi  cafe  th  you/' 
Thli  accounts  for  Hjimiel**  fittmg  on  the  ground  at  Opbelia'i  feet, 
^orlnp  th«  repr^entation  of  the  olay  before  the  king  and  ci^ort  of 
Dcqanark.     Our  autht^r  hai  oalyP«c«d  the  J^mu^  pHnte  m  the  Jame 
fituation  In  which  probably  hh  picrons  Effti  and  Sauthinipton  were 
Qften  fetii  at  the  feet  of  fome  celebrated  beauty.     What  f^ime  chofe 
ftttm  econjoiiiy,  gallantry  might  have  recomt^eailed  to  olheri. 

^  **  By  Jtitittg  ew  thtfiti*^  you  may  ^Ith  im^\  (oft  por^hafe  the 
V  '  dc«re 


'd\ 
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cordiogt  I  fuppofe*  to  the  commodioufnefs  of  the  fitua- 
tion.  And  tbey  were  attended  by  pages,  who  furnifhed 
them  with  pipes  and  tobacow  which  was  fmoked  here  as 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  noafe  '•  Yet  it  fhould  feeia 
that  pe^P^s  ^^^  fafTered  to  fit  on  the  flage  only  in  the 
privale'^playhoufes,  (fuch  as  Blackfriarst  &c.)where  the 
^  Ifdience  was  more  fele^,  and  of  a  higher  cla^  and  that 
.g*  i^tbi^^^he  and  the  other  publick  theapresy  no  fuch  li« 
cIncewL  permitted  \    •        ^  •       v     ^^ 

deere  acqaalntsBoe  of  the  boyet,  have  ^vl^jhd  ttt  fjepench'"^** 
Owls  Hormekoekt,  <•*      ^aV      ^  .         * 

Again,  ibidtm:  **  Prtitnt  not  your  (tXwtitf^lk^hi^t  (efpecially 
It  a  new  piayy)  iintfll  t|ie  quaking  prologuoj»is  ceadv  Xo  enter  3  for  then 
it  Is  timey  as  though  you  were  one  of  the  propertiA,  tl'^that  you  4ropt 
of  [i.e.  $ff\  the  hangingti  to  creep  from  behii^  the  arras,  VRh  your 
tripoSf  or  tbri^egged  floele^  in  01^  hand#  iAUa  i^m  mounted  Oe«  > 
tvcei^  forc'finger  and  a  thunMJM"  ^^^  otHtl"*'  * 

9  ^Thefe  are  moft  wome  an^noft  in  fa(bio# 
**  Amongft  the  bc^er  gallants^he  ftone-ridersy 
^  The  private fiijtU  ^«<^fr»  Tne  twU^ptiuiy-Jioolt  gendemea/* 
* ,  Tbi  Koaring  Giir^«<omedyi|r  Mid^ton  and  Decker,  161  !• 

^        So,  in  the  Indu&on  to  IKarftonT  Mi/c^fraf,  i6od.T  <'  By  God*t 
*     Aid  if  yon  had,  I  would  have  given  you  but  fixptnci  for  your  ftool.** 
This  therefore  was  the  loweft  rate  |  and  the  price  of  the  moft  comnio* 
,^  iiovrft^plt  on  the  ftage  was  m  JbilHng, 

I  ('When  young  ito^rro  goes  to  (ee  a  play, 
**  His  pleafure  is,  you  piset  bim  sa  tbtfiagtp 
**  The  better  to  demonftratft  his  array, 
**  And  how  he  ^Uatttndelny  bispfgtf 
**  That  only  ferves  R>  fill  thofe  pipet  witbfwuiip 
^  •     «<  Fft  which  he  pawned  hath  his  riding- cloak.**  ^ 

^  Sprhga^or  H^oodcocks,  by  Henry  Palto^l6i3#  . 

4  Ai£in,Wk  Skiaiitbiiat  a  colledlion  of  Epigrams  aad  Satires,  1598  s     % 

**  See  you  him  yondm  who  fits  o*er  the  ftage, 
**  With  the  tabacct-pip*  now  at  his  mouth  ?** 
This,  however,  was  accounted  <<  a  cuftom  more  honoured  in  the 
breach  than  the  obfexrance  i''*  as  appears  from  a  fatirical  epigram  by 
Sir  John  Davies,  1592:      .^ 

<«  Who  dares  Iffimmat  Sylla  dares  not  fight  ? 
•     '<  He  that  ^es  ta^fbacco  on  tbtftage } 
^  «  Dares  mam  a  )rhA-e  at  noonday  through  the  ftrcet; 

^     ((  Dares  dance  in  Pauls  }^  &c* 

'  See  the  indndioM  Mar%D*s  Ms/eeomUntf  1604,  which  was  id« 
•i  by  hil  ffiajffiy*t  ftmoti  it  BUfkfr'wt :  I 

•  <«  rjrmsni 
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The  ftage  was  ftrewed  with  rufhes  ^^  which^  we  lealU 
from  Hentzner  and  C^ius  de  Ephemera,  was  in  thd 
time  of  bhakfpeare  the  i]fi||i  covering  of  flooK  in  Eng* 
J  and  ♦.  On  fome  occafions  it  was  ^tirely  matted  over*  ; 
but  this'  was  probably  very  rare.  The  iureMh  whi^h 
hangs  inlhe  front  of  the  prefent  llage,  drawn  up4Ali^ea 
and  puUin.  though  not  a  modern  invention^  (fdr  it  u#i  < 
ufed  by  iflii^o  J(»nes  fn  the  mafauesat  court,)  ^^Jtjf^  |P  ^4 
apparaAs  to  which  the  funple  mechanifm  of  our  aocient 
theatres  had  not  arrived  ;  for  in  them  the  curtains  o^n* 
%d  fn  the^nidcBj^jBnd  were  drawn  backwards  and  for- 
wards on  an^ijtii  red^  In  fome  playhoules  they  were 
^  woollen,  in  A|fn^  %ade  of  iilk  ^.  Towards  the  rear  of 
■'  •!*  •  k  A      '  the 

4'  lyfeman,  Sirfthi|giitlemen  will  bcanjryif  you  hThere. 
^      j^^«  Why,  we  v^fBrJ^n  th^^e  at  the  ^r;<c;0rnioure»     Thou 
dofl  not  take  me  foi^  country  geflRmaR)  doll  P    Doeft  thoiilthinlc 
I  fear  hilTing  ?    Let  them  that  have  ftale  fuits,  fit  In  the  galleries,  hift 

Sec  alfo  *n>e  Roaring^rl,  by  MidAtM^i^*'  —  the  frivdte  ftagt's     r 
audiencc,~^     Ante,  1963,  ij^.        0^  *e 

3  «  On  the  very  rujbet  where  the  comrdy  is  to  daunce,  fea,  and  un»       i 
der  the  (Hte  of  Cambyfes  himr;:ltc,  mud  our  feathered  eftridge,  like  a 
V  piece  of  ordnance,  be  planted  valiantly,  becaufe  iinpudemlv.  beating 

down  the  mews  and  hilfes  of  the  oppoled  rafcality.'*     DtcM'iuult"  0- 
Horntbocke. 

♦  See  alfo  Ben  Jonfon's  Every  Man  cut  of  bit  Humour,  1600: 
**  Fore  G— ,  fwcet  lady,  beUeve^^  I  do  honour  ihc  sieancil  r^  ia 
this  chamber  for  your  love.'*  0 

^   See  p.  54,  n.  3.  -  ^ 

^  ^  1^  epilogue  to  Tancred  and  Gifmynd,  a  tragedy,  15924  conclmet 

^^  thui ;  -  ■       '  ^ 

^W  **  J^Jovi  draw  the  curta'inet,  for  our  fcene  is  done/*  Jg^ 

^Jd  Again,  in  Lady  Allmcnyy  1659  :  *♦  B^ourftage-ii/r/aifli  artificilny 

«       dfjwn^  and  (0  covertly  ihrowded,  that  the  fquint-eyed  groundling  may 
not  pe«p  in.** 

Sec  alfo  a  ftage-direftion  in  I'be  Firft^ay^s  Ententainment  at  Rutland 
Houfe,  by  Declamation  and  Muftck,  after  t(f  mamter  of  the  uincientt^  by 
Sir  William  D'Avcnant,   1658  :  ^  ^  ^ 

<<  The  fong  ended,  the  curtains  are  dr^n  o^4[^again,  and  the  epi« 
logue  enters.  *  «- 

7  See  A  Prologue  upon  removing  of  the  /a^  forCune  Players  twKhe 
Bviil,  by  J,  Tatham  j  Fanciet  1  bsatrtjm(^^Q :  w 

««  Here   ^ 
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the  ftage  there  appears  to  have  been  a  balcony '>  or  up- 
per  ftage ;  the  platform  of  which  was  probably  eight  or 
nine  feet  froni  the  ground.  I  fuppofe  it  to  have  been 
ftipported  by  pillars.  From'  hence,  in  many  of  our  old 
plays,  p^  of  the  dialogue  was  fpoken ;  and  in  the  front 
of  it  cortains  likewife  were  hung',  fo  as  occafionally  to 
^mceal  the  perfons  in  it  from  the  view  of  the' audience. 

"'Here  gentlemen  our^anchor*s  dxt^  and  we, 
*'  Difdaining  Fortune  t  mutability, 
<*  £xpe6t  your  kind  acceptance  j  then  we*Il  fin^ 
<*  (Prote^ed  by  your  fmiles,  our  ever^ffpngi) 
<*  Ai  pleafant  as  if  we  had  ftill  poiTeft 
«  Our  lawful  portion  out  of  Fortunit  brtaft^ 
'<  Only  we  would  requeft  you  to  forbear   ' 
<'  Your  wnnied  cuftom,  banding  tile  and  pear 
**  Ag9>nft  0\xT  curtainSf  to  allure  us  forth  ;— 
««  I  pray,  take  notice,  thefc  are  of  raorv  worth  ; 
««  Pure  NafUifilkf  not.vforfted,-^^t  have  n«*er 
«  *'  An  a^or  here  has  m<Jli  A  enough  to  tear 
*'  Language  by  the  ears.     This  forlorn  hope  fliall  be 
**  By  us  refin'd  from  fuch  gipfs  injury : 
**  And  then  let  your  jadicious  loves  advance 
**  Ui  to  oar  mehfs,  them  to  their  ignorance.** 
>  SceKabbes*s  Covtnt  Gafdftif  a  comedy,  1639  : 
**  Enter  Dorothy  and  Sufan,  in  the  la/cone*** 
So,  XtkTbe  Virgin  Martyr f  by  MafTioger  and  Decker,  1622: 
M  Tllty  whifpcring  belowt  Enter,  above^  Sapritius  ^— i.with  him  Ar« 
temia  the  princefs,  Theophilus,  Spungius,  and  Hercius.**  And  thefe 
fire  perfonages  fpeak  from  this  elevated  fituation  during  the  whole  fcene. 
Again,  in  Marfton*s  Faxone^  x^p6 : 

«  Wbilft  the  z€t  [i.  e.  the  muHck  between  one  a^  and  another]  it 
s  playing,  Hcrcoles  and  Tiberio  enters;  Tiberio  climbs  the  tree,  and  is 
reeeived  abovt  by  Dulcimel,  Philocalia  and  a  prieft  t  Hercu^  ftays 
biMmth.'\ 

See  alfo  the  early  quarto  edition  of  oar  author*!  Romeo  m»d  Jmlietf 
where  we  meet— «  Enter  9Lomt9  and  Juliet^  «/«/>«*'  So,  in  The  Ta^ 
miag  of  a  Shrew  (not  Shakfpeare's  play):  **  Enter  aloft  the  drunkard.*' 
— Alffloft  the  whole  of  the  dialogue  in  that  play  between  the  tinker 
and  his  attendants,  appears  to  have  been  fpoken  in  this  balcony. 
In  Middleton's  Fgmilj  of.  tove  1608,  fignat*  B  2.  b«  it  is  called  tbo 


9  This  ai 


I  appears  %m  a  (Uge-diredion  in  Ma(Iinger*s  Einperor  of  tb§ 
Eai^  1632  :  **  The  ear  tames  drawn  above:  Theodofius  and  his  eu- 
ndHhs  difcovercd.**    Again,  in  King  Htmj  VllJ. 

«  Let  them  &ne,  tn^dravt  tie  curtain  dofe.** 
Henry  here  fpeaks  from  the  balcony. 

Vol.  I.  Part  II.  ♦F  At 
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At  each  fide  of  thir  balcony  was  a  box»  very  iacoojib 
veniently  fitaated»  which  fometimes  wa»  called  the /r/Va/#- 
Sox.  In  thefe  boxeSi  which  were  at  a  lower  price>  fomt- 
perfons  fate,  either  from  economy  or  fingularity '• 

How  little  the  imaginations  of  the  audience  were  aflift*- 
ed  by  fcenical  deception,  and  how  much  neceflity  otip 
author  had  to  call  on  them  to  "  piece  out  imperfemons: 
with  their  thoughts,"  may  be  colledled  from  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  who,  defcribing  the  (late  of  the  drama  and  the 
ftage,  in  his  time,  (about  the  year  1583,)  fay8>  '*  Now 
you  ihall  have  three  ladies  walk  to  gather  flower»,  and 
then  we  mud  beleeve  the  ftage  to  be  a  garden.  By  and 
by  we  heare  news  of  (hipwrack  in  the  fame  place; 
then  we  are  to  blame,  if  we  accept  it  not  for  a  rock- 
Upon  the  back  of  that,  comes  out  a  hidioDs  monfler  with 
fire  and  fmoke ;  and  then  the  miferable  beholders  are 
bound  to  take  it  for  a  cave ;  while  in  the  mean  time  two^ 

*  "  Whether  therefore  the  gatherers  of  the  publiqoe  or  prirate  plajr— 
houfe  Aand  to  receive  the  afternoons  rent,  let  our  gallant,  having  paid 
it,  prefently  advance  himielf  to  the  throne  of  the  ftage*  I  mean  not 
Jnto  tbe  lords*  roome,  tubicb  is  now  but  tbeflages  fuburbs^'  No,  thofe 
boxes,— by  the  iniquity  of  cuftom,  confpiracy  of  waiting-women,  and 
gentlemen-uHiers,  that  there  fweat  together,  and  the  covetous  (harers, 
-^are  contemptibly  thruft  into  the  reare,  and  much  new  fatten  is  there 
dambd,  by  being  fmother'd  to  death  in  darknefs."  Dedcer*t  Gulf 
Hernebooke,  1 609.  So,  in  the  prologue  to  an  old  comedyi  of  whick 
I  have  loft  the  title : 

*«  The  private  box  took  up  at  a  -new  play, 
**  Forrae  and  my  retinue  j  a  frefli  habit 
«'  Of  a  fafhion  never  fecn  before,  to  draw 
«<  The  gallants'  eyes,  that  fit  upon  the  ftage." 
See  alfo  Epigrams  by  Sir  John  Davies,    no  date,  but  printed  at 
Middleburgh,  about  1 59S  r 

"  RafiiSf  the  courtier,  at  the  theatre, 

"  Leaving  the  beft  and  moft  confpicuous  place, 
**  Doth  either  to  the  ftage  hi mfclf  transfer, 
'    <*  Or  tbrougb  a  grate  dotkjbevf  bis  duubie  faee^ 
«  For  that  the  clamourous  /ry  of  innes  of  court, 
"  Fills  up  the  private  roomes  of  greater  price  j 
*^  And  fuch  a  place  where  all  may  have  refort, 
•    **  He  in  his  Angularity  doih  defpife.*' 
It  is  not  very  cafy  to  afcertain  the  precife  fituation  of  thefe  private 
boxes.    A  print  prefixed  to  Kirkman*i /)re//r,  1673,  inducea  met* 
think  that  they  were  at  each  ^e  of  the  fta^e-balcooj. 

2  armiea 
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armies  fly  in,  rcprefented  with  four  fwords  and  bucklers, 
and  then  what  hard  hart  wil  not  receive  it  for  a  pitched 
field*." 

The  firft  notice  that  I  have  found  of  any  thing  like 
moveable  fcenes  being  ufed  in  England,  is  in  the 
narrative  of  the  entertainment  given  to  king  James  at 
Oxford  in  Auguft  i^5»  when  three  plays  were  per- 
formed in  the  hall  of  Chrift.  Church,  of  which  we 
have  the  following  account  by  a  contemporary  writer* 
"  The  ftage**  (he  tells  us)  '*  was  built  clofe  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  hall,  as  it  feemed  at  the  firfl  fight : 
tmt  indeed  it  was  but  a  falfe  wall  faire  painted,  and 
adorned  with  (lately  pillars,  which  pillars  would  turn 
about ;  by  reafon  whereof,  with  the  help  of  other  painted 
ifctbes,  their  ftage  did  vary  three  times  in  the  adting  of 
one  tragedy :"  that  is,  in  other  words,  there  were  three 
icencs  employed  in  the  exhibition  of  the  piece.  The 
fcenery  was  contrived  by  Inigo  Jones,  who  is  defcribed 
as  MgrfMt  trm'uelJer,  and  who  undertook  to  ••  further  his 
employers  much,  and  fumi(h  them  with  rare  devices, 
but  produced  very  little  to  that  which  was  expe^ed^.*' 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  writer  of  this  account  was  not 
acquainted  even  with  the  term,y?/ir^,  having  ufed /«f«/r^ 
tlit^s  inftead  of  it :  nor  indeed  is  this  furprifing,  it  not  be- 
ing then  found  in  this  fenfe  in  any  dictionary  or  vocabu- 
laqr,  Engli(h  or  foreign,  that  I  have  met  with.  Had  the 
common  flages  been  forniOied  with  them,  neither  this 
writer,  nor  the  makers  of  didionaries,  could  have 
been  ignorant  of  it^.    To  effect  even  what  was  done  at 

Chrift. 

*  Dtftuce  t/  Potfiit  1595.  Signal.  H  4. 

s  LeJand.  &//rr.  Vol.  II.  pp.  631,  646.  Edit.  1770,  See  alfo  p« 
639 :  «  The  (vne  day,  Auguft  2%,  after  fupper,  about  nine  of  the  dock 
they  begaa  to  aQ  th«  tragedy  of  j^J0x  FUgeliifir,  wherein  the  ftagQ 
*€ried  three  timts.  They  had  all  goodly  antique  apparell,  bat  for  all 
that,  it  was  not  a€ked  (b  well  by  many  degreei  as  I  have  feen  it  in  Cam- 
bridge. The  king  was  very  wearie  before  he  came  thither,  but  much 
more  wearied  by  it,  aad  fpoke  many  words  of  difllke.** 

4  Florioy  who  appears  to  have  diligently  ftudled  our  cuftoms^ 
illiiftratjog  his  explanations  on  many  occaiions  by  English  proverbs,  fay« 
iogs,  local  dcfcriptiont,  ftc.  in  bis  Italian  Di^ionary,  1598,  de/iaej 
SunM,  in  thcfe  words.:  <<  A  fcene  of  a  comedlei  or  tragedie.  Alfo  a 
fifc  in  a  theatre,  or  playhovfe,  whereon  they  pltyi  i  ikaffold,  a 

F  %  pavillion. 
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Chrift-Church,  the  CJniveriity  found  it  neceflary  to 
employ  two  of  the  king's  carpenters,  and  to  have  the 
advice  of  the  controller  of  his  works.  The  Queen's 
Mafque,  which  was  exhibited  in  the  preceding  Janaary, 
was  not  much  more  fuccefsful,  though  above  jC'SOch 
was  expended  upon  it.     *'  At  night,"  fays  Sir  Dudley 

pavHiion,  or  fore  part  of  a  theatre,  %oberi  players  make  item  readte, 
being  trimmed  vtitb  bangittgSf  out  of  which  they  enter  upon  the  ftage. 
Ufed  alfo  for  a  comedie  or  a  tragedie.  Alfo  a  place  where  one  doth  ihew 
and  fet  forth  himfelfe  to  the  world.*'  In  his  fecond  edition,  publifiied 
in  1611,  inftead  of  the  words,  «  A  fcene  of  a  comedie  or  tragedie," 
we  find— •«  Any  one  fcene  or  entrance  of  a  comedie  or  tragedie,**  which 
more  precifeVy  afcertains  his  meaning. 

In  Cotgrave's  French  and  Englifli  Dictionary  printed  in  161 1,  the 
vford  fcene  is  not  found,  and  if  it  had  exifted  either  in  France  or  Eng- 
land, (in  the  fenfe  in  which  we  are  now  confidering  it,)  it  would  proba- 
bly have  been  found.  From  the  word  falots  the  definition  of  which  I 
fliall  have  occafion  to  quote  hereafter,  the  writer  feems  to  have  been 
not  unacquainted  with  the  Englifh  ftage. 

Bullokar,  who  was  a  phyfician,  published  an  Englijb  EMpofitor  hi 
the  year  in  which  Shakfpeare  died.  From  his  definition  likewi^  it  ap- 
pears, that  a  moveable  painted  f9ene  was  then  unknown  in  our  theatres* 
He  defines  Sceney  «  A  play,  a  comedy,  a  tragedy,  or  the  divifion  of 
a  play  into  certain  parts.  In  old  time  it  fignified  a  place  covered  with 
boughes,  or  the  room  where  the  players  made  them  readie.**  Mio- 
iheu's  large  Englifh  Dictionary,  which  he  calls  A  Guide  to  tbeToaptoip 
was  publifhed  in  the  following  year,  1617,  and  there  Scene  it  nothing 
more  than  «  a  theatre***  Nay,  even  fo  late  as  in  the  year  1656,  when 
Cockeram*s  Englifh  Didionary,  or  Interpreter  of  hard  Engli/h  words 
was  publifhed.  Scene  is  only  faid  to  be  «  the  divifion  of  a  play  into 
certain  parts.** 

Had  our  Englifh  theatres  in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare  been  furnifhed 
with  moveable  fcenes,  painted  in  perfpedive,  can  it  be  fuppofed  that 
all  thefe  writers  fhould  have  been  ignorant  of  it  ? 

It  is  obfervable  that  Coryate  in  his  Crudities^  4to.  1611,  when  he  is 
boafllng  of  the  fuperior  fplendour  of  the  Englifh  theatres,  compared 
with  thofe  of  Venice,  makes  no  mention  of  fcenes.  *'  I  was  at  one 
of  their  playhoufes,  where  I  faw  a  comedie.  The  houfe  is  very  beg- 
garly and  bafe  in  comparifon  of  our  (lately  playhoufes  in  England  s 
neither  «an  their  aClors  compare  with  us,  for  apparel^  fkows^  and  nsu" 
fickej*^     Crudities^  p.  247. 

It  is  alfo  worthy  of  remark  that  Mr.  Chamberlaine,  when  he  is  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  fate  of  the  performers  at  the  Fortune  theatre,  when  it  was 
bufpt  down  in  162 1,  laments  that  <<  their  apparel  amd  ptay-books  were  - 
lofl,  whereby  thofe  poor  companions  were  quite  undone  j**  but  fays  not 
a  word  of  fcenes*  See  alfo  Sir  Henry  Wotton*i  letter  on  the  burning 
of  the  Cr/ff^r  in  16x3,  p.  54,  n*  3. 

Carleton^ 
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Carleton,  ''  we  had  the  Queen's  Mafkc  in  the  Ban- 
queting-houfe,  or  rather  her  Pageant.  There  was  a 
great  engine  at  the  lower  end  of  the  room>  which  had 
motion,  and  in  it  were  the  images  of  fea-horfes,  (with 
other  terrible  fiihes,)  which  were  ridden  by  the  Moors. 
The  indecorom  was,  that  there  was  all  fi{h,  and  no  wa- 
ter. At  the  further  end  was  a  great  (hell  in  form  of  a 
ikallop,  wherein  were  four  feats ;  on  the  lowcfl  fat  the 
queen  with  my  lady  Bedford  i  on  the  reft  were  placed 
the  ladies  Suffolk,  Darby  ',"  &c.  Such  were  moft  of  the 
Mafques  in  the  time  of  James  the  Firft :  triumphal  cars, 
caflles,  rocks,  caves,  pillars,  temples,  clouds,  rivers, 
tritons,  &c.  compofed  the  principal  p^rt  of  their  deco- 
ration. In  the  courtly  mafques  given  by  his  fucjceiTor 
during  the  firft  fifteen  years  of  his  reign,  and  in  fome 
of  the   plays  exhibited   ac   court,    the  art  of  fcenery 

s  Letter  from  Sir  Dudley  Carleton  to  Mr.  Winwood,  London,  Jan* 
1604,  p.  e.  1604-5,]  Winwood 'sAffMonWi,  IL  43.  This  letter  con- 
tains fo  curious  a  trait  of  our  Brit.-vh  Solomon,  that  Ij  cannot  forbear 
tranfcribing  another  paflage  from  it,  though  foreign  to  our  prefent  Tub- 
]*&•  '*  On  Saint  John's  day  we  had  the  marriage  of  Sir  Philip  Her- 
bert and  the  Lady  Sufan  performed  at  Whitehall,  with  all  the  honour 
could  be  done  a  great  favourite.  The  Court  was  great,  and  for  that 
daypnt  on  the  bed  bravery.— At  night  there  was  a  Ma/k  in  the  hail, 
which  for  conceit  and  fafliion  was  fuitable  to  the  occafion.  The  prefents 
of  plate  and  other  things  given  by  the  noblemen  [to  the  bride  and 
bridegroom]  were  valued  at  2500!. ;  but  that  which  made  it  a  good 
marriage,  was  a  gift  of  the  king's  of  500!.  land,  for  the  bride's  join- 
tu  e.  They  were  lodged  in  the  council  chamber,  where  the  king 
in  bh/htrt  mnd  tiigbt-gown  gave  them  a  revei/Ie-matirt  before  they  were 
up,  and  fpent  a  good  time  in  or  upon  the  bedf  choofe  which  you  will 
believe.  No  ceremony  was  omitted  of  bride-cakes,  points,  garters, 
and  gloves,  which  have  been  ever  fince  the  livery  of  the  court ;  and 
at  night  there  was  fewing  into  the  fhcet,  cafting  of  the  bride'flcfc 
hofe,  with  many  other  petty  forceries.*' 

Oar  p*et  has  been,  cenfured  for  indelicacy  of  language,  particularly 
M  Hamlet's  converfation  with  Ophelia,  during  the  reprefeiuation  of 
the  ^ay  before  the  Court  of  Denmark ;  but  unjuftly,  forheHndoubt- 
cdlv  reprefented  the  manners  and  converfation  of  his  own  day  faithfully. 
What  the  decorum  of  thofe  times  was,  even  in  the  higheft  clafs,  may 
be  coniedured  from  another  pafTage  in  the  fame  letter  :  *<  The  night*s 
wofk  [the  night  of  the  oueen^s  mafque]  was  concluded  with  a  banquet 
ia  the  great  chamber,  which  was  fo  funoufly  aifaolted,  that  down  went 
table  and  treifes,  before  one  bit  was  touched.**.^uch  was  the  tourt  of 
Kiflj  Jamet  the  Firft. 

F  3  feems 
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feems  to  have  been  fomewhat  improved.  In  163^ 
a  piece  written  by  Thomas  Hey  wood,  called  Lo*ve^t 
Miftrefs  or  the  ^een^s  Mafaue^  was  reprefentcd  at  Den- 
mark Hoafe  before  their  Majefties.  '^  For  the  rare  dc- 
corements*'  (fays  Hey  wood  in  his  preface)  *'  which  ne«r 
apparelled  it,  when  it  came  the  fecond  time  to  the  royal 
view,  (her  gracious  majeily  then  entertaining  his  high- 
nefs  at  Denmark  Houfe  upon  his  birth -day,)  I  cannot  pre- 
termit to  give  a  due  cnarafter  to  that  admirable  artift 
Mr.  Inigo  Jones,  matter  furveyor  of  the  king's  worke, 
&c.  who  to  every  aff,  nay  almoft  to  every  /cene,  by  his 
excellent  inventions  gave  fuch  an  extraordinary  luHre  5 
upon  every  occafion  changing  theftage^  to  the  admiration 
of  all  the  fpedlators."  Here,  as  on  a  former  occafion,  we 
may  remark,  the  \^xmfcene  is  not  ufed :  the  fage  nvai 
^banged  to  the  admiration  of  all  the  fpe6lators  ^ 

In  Auguft  1636,  The  Royal  Sla've,  written  by  a  very 

nular  poet,^  William  Cartwright,  was  aded  at  Oxford 
)re  the  king  and  queen,  r.nd  afterwards  at  Hampton- 
Court.  Wood  informs  us*,  that  the  fcenery  was  af| 
cxquifite  and  uncommon  piece  of  machinery,  contrived 
by  Inigo  Jones.  The  play  was  printed  in  1639;  and 
yet  even  at  that  late  period,  the  term /cene,  in  tne  fenfe 
now  affixed  to  it,  was  unknown  to  the  author ;  for  defcrib- 
ing  the  various  fcenes  employed  in  this  court-exhibition, 
he  denominates  them  thus ;  "The  fir^Appearancet  a  temple 
of  the  fun. — Second  j^pfiearance,  a  city  in  the  front,  and 
a  prifon  at  the  iide,'\&c.  The  three  other  Appearances 
in  this  play  were,  a  wood,  a  palace,  and  a  caille. 

In  every  difquifition  of  this  kind  much  trouble  and 
many  words  might  be  faved,  by  defining  the  fubjed  of 
difpute.  Before  therefore  I  proceed  further  in  this  in- 
quiry, I  think  it  proper  to  fay,  that  by  a  fcene^  I  mean, 
^painting  in  perlpedlive  on  a  cloth  f aft ened  to  a  <wocden 
frame  or  roller  ;  and  that  I  do  not  mean  by  this  term, 

^  If  in  our  author^s  time  the  publick  ftage  had  been  changed^  or,  in 
other  words,  had  the  Globe  and  Blackfriars  piayhoufe  been  furnilhed 
with /rcff^i,  would  they  have  created  To  much  admiration  at  a  royal  en«> 
tertamment  in  1636,  twenty  years  after  his  death? 

*  Hiji»€t  Antiq,  Univ*  Oxen*  1.  !•  p*  344. 

<'  a  coffin^ 
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•**  a  coffin,  or  a  tomb,  or  a  gilt  chair,  or  a  fair  chain  of 
pearl,  or  a  crucifix:"  and  I  am  the  rather  induced  to 
make  this  declaration,  becaufe  a  writer,  who  obliquely 
alluded  to  the  pofition  which  I  am  now  maintaining, . 
iboa  after  the  iiT^  edition  of  this  EfTay  was  publifhed,  luia 
mentioned  exhibitions  of  this  kind  as  a  proof  of  the/r^^rfry 
of  oar  old  plays ;  and  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  point 
is  completely  efbibliOied  by  this  decifive  argument,  tri- 
umphantly axids,  **  Let  us  for  the  future  no  more  be  told 
of  the  want  of  proper  yc^/irj  and  dreiTes  in  our  ancient 
theatres  '.'* 

A  pafTage 
f  **  Mjr  prefcnt  purpofc,"  fayi  thb  writer,  *«  b  not  fo  much  to  de- 
scribe this  dramatick  piece,  [T/><  S»cond  Maiden's  Tragtdy,  written  in 
1610  or  161 1,]  as  to  (hew  that  it  bears  abundant  teftimony  to  the  uTe 
^iktutrji  and  the  richnefs  of  the  habits  then  worn.  Thefc  particulars 
will  be  Uifficientiy  exemplliisd  by  the  following  fpeeches,  and  (lage- 
lirefiiont: 

«*  Enter  the  Tyrant  agen  at  a  farder  door,  which  opened  brings  him 
to  die  tomb,  where  the  lady  lies  buried.  1  he  Toombe  here  dilcovsr- 
cd,  ridUy  fet  forthe.*' 

Some  lines  are  then  quoted,  from  the  fame  piece,  of  which  the  folt 
Jowiog  are  tbofis  >^hich  alone  are  material  to  <he  prcfent  point : 

*•  T^raii/.— SoftJec,  foftlce } — 

'<  The  vaults  e'en  chide  our  fteps  with  murmuring  founds* 

.*< All  thy  aill  ftrength, 

''   Thow  grey-eyde  monument,  iliall  not  keep  her  froQi  im* 

^  Strike,  villaines,  thoe  the  eccho  raile  us  all 

'<  Into  ridiculous  deafoesj  pierce  the  jawes 

**  Of  this  could  ponderous  creature,— 

•*  O,  the  moooe  rifcs :  What  rcfledion 

*^  \%  throwne  around  this  fan^ihed  buildinge! 

*<  E'en  in  a  twinkling  how  the  monuments  glitter, 

*<  Aj  if  Death's  pallaces  were  all  mafUe  fylver, 

*<  Aod  fcornM  the  name  of  marble  1*' 
<*  |i  it  probable,"  (adds  this  wrilcr)  •«  that  fuch  direftionsand  fpeeches 
ftouU  have  been  hazarded,  unlefs  at  the  fame  time  they  could  be  fup« 
|orted  aod  countenanced  by  correfponding  fcenery  ? 

'*  I  iball  add  two  more  of  the  ftage-diredlions  from  this  tragedy.— 
**  On  a  fodayne  in  a  kinde  of  noyfe  like  a  wynde,  the  dorcs  clattering, 
Che  toombeftone  flies  open,  and  a  great  light  appears  in  the  midft  of 
the  toombe  {  his  lady,  as  went  owt,  (landing  in  it  before  hym  all  in 
white,  ftuck  with  Jewells,  and  a  great  crucihx  on  her  breaft."  Again  : 
**  IhiPI  bring  the  body  in  a  chayre,  dreft  up  in  black  velvet,  which 
ietts  off  the  paillnea  of  the  hands  and  face,  and  a  faire  chayne  Qi  pearle 
^iQ|f  the  bxeafti  and  the  crucifix  above  it,**  &c. 

F  4  ?*  ^t 
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A  pfld|^  w%2tM  feB  iders  pcgiiBjeg!  sob  €MB  or  tkB 

fipnri£<rd  sii:^  icaae  n^  raccn  off  vcriioenr. 

:  ^od  or  £□«:  ;  bsx  it  ii  ■miriae^  £rciA  m^st  ks  beem 
alreadr  £2:00,  xs  vrll  u  fsv^  all  1^  caozeanpamj 
acCTMft,  tktt  tse  aarri^giaa  of  ocr  jscicot  t^eatrei 


iiekkMB  VC92  beioad  a  to=«b,  a  piiazei  C2air»  a  iakiv 
caaldfoc,  cr  a  tr^coor,  and  i^at  soDe  o^  tkeai  kad 
iDoreafale  kcaes.  Wlsn  kirg  Hcsir  VIII.  is  to  be  dif- 
corercd  by  the  cckes  of  Sa:5b^  aad  NodbUc,  readiKg  im 
Ids  ftachr,  the  ibemcal  cLrficdda  is  dx  £r^  folio,  16239 
(wiuck  was  pristcd  appaxeatlj  ^obb  j^aykMle  copies,) 
is,  *'  72r  iia^  drmms  iht  cwrrtmim,  [i.  e.  draws  it  opeaj 
a/  ^/  remdimg  fcrfi^clj ;"  for,  be£de  the  principal 
curtains  tiiat  hsog  in  the  £ront  of  the  fiage,  thej  ined 
others  as  fobfiitdtes  for  foenes*,  which  were  denooii- 

natcd 

«  Let  «s  for  tbe  fatnte,  Mr.  Baldvin,  W  laid  widi  left  rtmhtrmtt 
of  the  want  of  ^ruf^Jcfwa  aad  drdles  in  ow  if  icnt  theatro***  Lct» 
ter  ia  T^  5r.  7«jKi*f  Ctrmick^  May,  17S0. 

To  all  chit  I  lure  only  to  lay,  that  it  sever  kas  been  aflerted,  at 
Jeaft  by  ice,  that  in  Shaidpeare's  time  a  ttmh  was  not  rrprtieoted  on 
the  fta^  The  monwnent  of  the  Capolets  was  perhaps  repreienicd 
in  Rmuo  mmd  jf^Uft,  and  a  wooden  ftnkSxtre  migbt  have  been  ufed  for 
thit  porpole  in  that  and  other  pJa}s  ;  of  which  when  the  door  was  once 
opened,  and  a  proper  qnanthy  of  lamps,  falfe  ftones,  and  black  dock 
difplayedy  the  poet  mi^t  be  as  Inznriant  as  he  plealed  in  defcribiaig 
the  furroundlng  ininfibie  wtsrhU  mcwmwtt^s.  This  writer,  it  ihooM 
ittmt  was  tbinlcing  of  the  epigram  on  BatJer  the  poet :  we  afk  for 
Jcenesf  and  he  gives  us  only  zBsne, 

s  <*  Of  whyche  the  lyke  thyog  is  ufed  to  be  fliewed  nno  adsyt  in 
ftageplaytt,  when  fame  god  or  fome  fajHt  is  made  to  appere  forth  of  a 
doude  ;  and  fuccoureth  the  parties  which  feeroed  to  be  cowardes  fome 
great  danger,  through  the  Soudan's  croeltie«**  The  author *s  mar- 
ginal abridgment/  of  his  text  is— ^'  The  lyke  manner  ufed  oowe  at  tmr 
days  in  ftagc-playcs."  jieco!afiut,  a  comedy  by  T.  Palfgrave,  chaplam 
to  king  Henry  VII r.   1540. 

*  Sec  Webftcr's  Dutchejt  tfMalfy^  aded  at  the  Globe  and  Black- 
friarsy  and  printed  in  1623  :  "  Here  is  difcovered  behind  a  trswrfc  the 
artificial  figures  of  Anionic  and  his  children,  appearing  as  if  they  were 
dead.'*  In  Tbt  Dtvil'i  Charter,  a  tragedy,  i6o7f  the  following  ftage-di- 
redion  ii  found  t  «  Alexander  draweth  [that  is»  draws  open]  tht  cur- 
i§int  9/  khJlMdiif  where  he  difcovereth  the  devill  fitting  in  his  pontifi. 

ctlO 
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nated  trwuerfis.  If  a  bed-chamber  is  to  be  repre(ented, 
no  change  of  fcene  is  mentioned ;  but  the  propeity*- 
man  is  limply  ordered  to  tbruft  forth  a  bed,  or>  the 
curtains  being  opened,  a  bed  is  exhibited.  So,  in 
the  old  play  on  which  Shakfpeare  formed  his  King 
HturyFI,  P.  II.  when  Cardinal  Beaufort  is  exhibited 
dying,  the  flagc-dirc6lion  is — '*  Enter  King  and  Salif- 
biiry,  and  then  the  curtaines  be  draiMn^  [1.  e.  drawa 
open,]  and  the  Cardinal  is  difcoveredin  his  bed,  raving 
and  faring  as  if  he  were  mad."  When  the  fable  re- 
quires the  &oman  capitol  to  be  reprefented,  we  find  two 
officers  enter,  "  to  lay  cufhions,  as  it  'were  in  the  capi- 
tol.'* So,  in  King  Richard  II.  Adt  IV.  fc.  i.  "  Bo- 
lingbroke,  &c.  enter  as  to  the  parliament '."  Again, 
in  Sir  John  OldcaftUy  1600:  "  Enter  Cambridge, 
Scroop,  and  Gray,  as  in  a  chamber."  When  the  Citi- 
zens of  Angier  were  to  appear  on  the  walls  of  their  town, 
and  young  Arthur  to  leap  from  the  battlements,  I  fnp- 
pofe  our  anceftors  were  contented  with  feeing  them  in 
the  Balcony  already  defcribed  ;  or  perhaps  a  '^vi  boards 
were  tacked  together,  and  painted  fo  as  to  refemble  the 
rude  difcoloured  walls  of  an  old  town,  behind  which  a 
platform  might  have  been  placed  near  the  top,  on  which 

cals.**  Again,  in  Satiremaftix,  by  Decker,  1602 :  '*  Horace  fitting 
in  hitfiMdyf  btbind  a  curtalnt^  a  candle  }>/  him  burning,  books  lying 
coofoMdly,**  &c.  In  Marfton\  fVbatyou  toill,  a  com.  1607,  the  fol- 
lowing ftage-diredion  ftill  more  dccifively  proves  this  point :  <<  Enter 
a School-maifter,— draws  [i.e.  draws  open]  the  curtains  hebifulf  with 
Battas,  Nows,  Slip,  Nathaniel,  and  Holi&mes  Pippo,  fchool-boyesy 
fitting  with  bookes  in  their  handes."  Again,  in  jilbovinet  by  Sir 
William  D*Avenaot,  1629:  <<  He  Jrawit  the  Arras,  and  difcovert 
Al bovine,  Rhodolinda,  VaJd aura,  dead  in  chaires/*  Again,  'inTbs 
Wvm^m  tn  tbt  Moon,  by  Lily,  1 597  :  *<  They  draw  tbe  curtins  from 
before  Natures  (hop,  where  ftands  an  image  clad,  and  Tome  unclad. 
Tbey  bring  forth  the  doathed  image.**  Again,  in  Romeo  and  Juiietf 
1597,  Juliet,  after  ihe  has  fwallowed  the  fleepy  potion,  is  ordered  to 
**  throw  berfelfe  on  the  bed,  loitbin  tbe  curtaines,'"'  As  foon  as  Juliet 
kas  fallen  on  the  bed,  tbe  curtains  being  0\\\  open,  the  nurfe  enters, 
then  old  Capulet  and  his  lady,  then  the  muficians ;  and  all  on  the  fame 
fpot«  If  they  could  have  exhibited  a  bed-chamber,  and  then  could 
have  fubftituted  a^iy  other  room  for  it,  would  they  have  fuffered  the 
mnficians  and  tbe  Nurfe*s  fervant  to  have  carried  on  a  ludicrous  dia* 
logue  in  one  wher^  Juliet  was  fuppofed  to  be  lying  dead  ? 
.'  Sec  theft  ftage-dircdions  in  the  firft  folio. 

the 
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the  citizens  ftood :  bat  forely  this  can  fcarcely  be  called  a 
fc^nt.  Though  undoubtedly  our  poet's  company  were  ftir- 
nifhed  with  ibme  wooden  ^brick  fufficiently  refembling 
a  tomby  for  which  they  mud  have  had  occafion  in  feveru 
plays,  yet  fome  doubt  may  be  entertained,  whether  ia 
Jlomeo  and  Juliet  any  exhibition  of  Juliet's  monument 
was  given  on  the  ilage.  Romeo  perhaps  only  opened 
with  his  mauock  one  of  the  ftage  trap-doors«  (whick 
Slight  have  reprefented  a  tomb-ftone,)  bv  which  he  de- 
scended to  a  vault  beneath  the  ftage,  where  Jtdiet  was 
depofited ;  and  this  notion  is  countenanced  by  a  paflage 
in  the  play,  and  by  the  poem  on  which  the  drama  was 
founded  \ 

In  all  the  old  copies  of  the  play  laft-mentioned  we 
£nd  the  following  ftage-direftion.  *'  They  march  ahomi 
the  fiagtyand  fer<ving-men  come  forth  <with  theirnapkins*** 
A  more  deciiive  proof  than  this,  that  the  ftage  was  not 
fumiihed  with  (cenes,  cannot  be  produced.  Romeo^ 
Mercutio^  &c.  with  their  torch- bearers  and  attendants^ 
are  the  perfons  who  march  about  the  ftage.  They  are  in 
the  ftreet^  on  their  way  to  Capulet's  hbufe,  where  a  ma& 
Querade  is  given ;  but  Capulet's  fervants  who  come 
forth  with  their  napkins,  are  fuppofed  to  be  in  a  hall 
or  faloon  of  their  mailer's  houfe  :  yet  both  the  mafquers 
*without  and  the  fervants  ivithin  appear  on  the  fame 
fpot.  In  like  manner  in  King  Henry  FIJI,  the  veiy  fame 
foot  is  at  once  the  outiide  and  infide  of  the  CounciL- 
(Chamber^. 

It  is  not,  however,  neceflary  to  infift  either  upon  the 
term  itfelf,  in  the  fcnfe  of  a  painting  in  nerfpeftive  oa 
cloth  or  canvas,  being  unknown  to  our  early  writers,  or 
upon  the  various  flage-diredions  which  are  found  in  the 

*  «<  Why  I  Jefcend  into  this  bed  of  death,—."    Rmeo  etnd  Jurtet^ 
Ad  V.     So,  in  T'be  Tragical  Hiftory  tf  RomeMS  and  Juliet j  1 562 ; 
**  'And  then  our  Romeus,  the  vault  Jl one fet  up'Hgbfy 
*'  Dejcended  downe,  and  in  his  hand  he  bore  the  candle  light.** 
Juliet,  however,  after  her  recovery,  fpealcs  and  dies  upon  the  ftage. 
If  therefore,  the  exhibition  was  fuch  as  has  been  now  fuppofed,  Ro. 
meo  muft  have  brought  her  up  in  his  arras  from  the  vault  beneath  the 
jftage,  after  he  had  killed  Paris,  and  then  addrefled  herj«-<«  O  my  love, 
my  wife,*'  &c. 
3  Sec  Vol.  VU.  p.  1221  n.  7. 

plays 
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p!ays  of  our  poet  and  his  contemporaries,  and  which 
afford  the  ftrongeft  prefuraptive  evidence  that  the  ftagc 
in  his  time  was  not  furnifhed  with  fcenes  ;  becaufe  we 
have  to  the  fame  point  the  concurrent  teftimony  of 
Shakfpeare  himfelf  ♦,  of  Ben  Jonfon,  of  every  writer  of 
the  lad  age  who  has  had  occafion  to  mention  this 
fubjed,  and  even  of  the  very  perfon  who  firft  intro- 
daced  Scenes  on  the  publick  flage. 

In  the  year  1629  Jonfon's  comedy  entitled  The  Ne*uf 
hn  was  performed  at  the  filackfriars  theatre,  and  de« 
fervedly  damned.  Ben  was  fo  much  incenfed  at  the 
town  (or  condemning  his  piece,  that  in  163 1  hepubliflied 
it  with  the  following  title  :  •*  The  Neiu  Inne,  or  the  light 
Hearty  a  comedy ;  as  it  was  never  a6ted,  but  moil  negli- 


readers,  his  Ma. tics  fervants  and  fubjefts,  to  be  judged, 
16  J  I."  In  the  Dedication  to  this  piece,  the  author, 
after  expreffing  his  profound  contempt  for  the  fpedUtors, 
who  were  at  the  firft  reprefentation  of  this  play,  fays, 
"  What  did  they  come  for  then,  thou  wilt  afk  me.  f 
will  as  punctually  anfwer :  to  fee  and  to  be  feene.  To 
make  a  general  mufter  of  themfelves  in  their  clothes  of 
credit,  and  poffeffe  the  ftage  againft  the  play :  to  dif- 
like  all,  but  marke  nothing :  and  by  their  confidence  of 
rifing  between  the  a£les  in  oblique  lines,  make  affidavit 
to  the  whole  houfe  of  their  not  underftanding  one  fcene. 
Arm'd  with  this  prejudice,  as  the  ft  age  furnitmet  or 
arras  cUthei^  they  were  there ;  as  fpedtators  away ;  for 
the  faces  in  the  hangings  and  they  beheld  alike." 

The  exhibition  of  plays  being  forbidden  feme  time 
before  the  death  of  Charles  L ',  Sir  William  D'Avenant 

in 

4  «  In  your  imagination  bo'd 

<<  tbisjtsgey  the  fiiip,  upon  whofe  deck 
w  The  fca.toft  Pericles  appears  to  fpcak." 

5  An  Ordinance  for  the  fupprelling  of  all  fbge-plays  and  interludes, 
was  ena^d  Feb.  13,  1647-8,  auid  Oliver  and  hia  Saints  feem  to  have 
keen  Tcry  diligent  in  enforciog  ic«  FroznWhitelocke*s  Memcriaisj  p*  j 32* 
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in  1656  invented  a  newfpecies  of  entertainment,  which 
was  exhibited  at  Rutland  Houfe,  at  the  upper  end  of 
Aldcrfgate  Street.  The  title  of  the  piece,  which  was 
printed  in  the  fame  year,  is,  Thi Siege  of  Rbodts,  made  a 
reprefattation  by  the  art  of  profpedlive  in  fcenes  ;  andtbt 
ftofy/ung  in  Recitative  mufick.  '*  The  original  of  this  mu- 
£ck/'  faysDryden,"  andof  they?^«^i  which  adorned  his 
work,  he  had  from  the  Italian  operas  ^ ;  but  he  heighten- 
ed his  charadkrs  (as  I  may  probably  imagine)  from  the 
examples  of  Corneille  and  fbme  French  poets."  If, 
fixty  years  before,  the  exhibition  of  the  plays  of  Shak- 
ijpeare  had  been  aided  on  the  common  flage  by  the  ad- 
vantage of  moveable  fcenes,  or  if  the  term  yrr/x^  had  been 
familiar  toD'Avenant's  audience,  can  we  fuppofe  that  he 
would  have  found  it  necefTary  to  ufe  a  periphraftick  de- 
icription,  and  to  promife  that  his  reprefentation  fhould 
be  affiUcd  by  the  art  of  profpe£ii*ve  in  fcenes  F  '*  It  has 
been  often  wilhed,"  fays  he  in  his  Addrefs  to  the  Rea- 
der, •*  that  our  fcenes  (we  having  obliged  ourfelves  to  the 
variety  of  fve  changes,  according  to  the  ancient  drama- 
tick  diflindions  made  for  time,)  had  not  been  confined 
to  about  eleven  feet  in  the  height  and  about  fifteen  in 
depth,  including  the  places  of  paflage  referved  for  the 
mmick.."  From  thefe  words  we  learn  that  he  had 
in  that  piece  five  fcenes.  In  1658  he  exhibited  at  the 
old  theatre  called  the  Cockpit,  in  Drury-lane,  **  Tkg 

we  learn  that  Captain  Bcthan  was  appointed  (13  Dec.  1.648,)  Provoft 
Martial,  *<  with  power  to  feue  .upon  all  balUd-fiu^erSi  and  to/jtfprefs 
Jiaie- flays** 

<•  ao  Dec.  1649.  Some  ftage-players  in  Saint  John's-ftreet  [the 
RtJ  Bull  theatre  was  in  thi«  ftreet,]  were  apprehended  by  troopers* 
thetr  doatha  taken  away,  and  them(elves  carried  to  prifon.**  Ibidem. 
p.  419. 

«*  Jan.  1655.  ['655-6.]  Players  Uken  in  Newcaftle,  and  whipt  for 
rogues.**     Ibid.  019. 

'<  Sept.  4,  1656.  Sir  William  D*Avenant  printed  hit  Opera,  not- 
wlth(bnding  the  nicety  of  the  times.'*     Ibidem,  p.  639. 

s  Fleclcno  in  the  preface  to  his  comedy  entitled  DemoifelUs  a^h" 
Made,  1667,  obfcrves,  that  «  one  Italian  fceAe  with  four  doors  will 
do**  for  the  reprefentacioot 

Cruelty 
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Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  in  PerUy  exprefs*d  by  *vocal  and 
inftrttmental  mufick,  and  by  art  o/'peifpcdivc  in  fccncs*." 
In  Spring  1662,  having  obtained  a  patent  from  King 
Charles  the  Second*  and  built  a  new  playhouie  in  Lin- 
colns-Inn-Fields,  he  opened  his  theatre  with  The  Firfi 
Fart  of  the  Siege  of  Rhodes ,  which  fince  its  firft  exhibi- 
tion he  had  enlarged.  He  afterwards  in  the  fame  year 
exhibited  the  Second  Part  of  the  Siege  of  Rhodes,  and  his 
comedy  called  The  Wits  ;  "  thefe  plays,"  fays  Downei* 
who  himfelf  a6ted  in^i^^  Siege  of  Rhodes,  *'  having  new 
fceneSf  and  decorations,  being  the  firfi  that  ever  were  in- 
troduced in  England."  Scenes  had  certainly  been  ofed 
before  in  the  mafques  at  Court,  and  in  a  few  private 
exhibitions,  and  by  D'Avenant  himfelf  in  his  attempts 
at  theatrical  entertainments  ihortly  before  the  death  of 
Cromwell :  Downes  therefore,  who  is  extremely  inaccu- 
rate in  his  language  in  every  part  of  his  book,  mnft  have 

^  In  ''  The  Publick  lotelligencer,  communicating  the  chief  occur- 
rences and  proceedings  within  the  dominions  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  from  Monday,  December  20,  to  Monday,  December  ay,  165S/* 
I  find  the  following  notice  taken  of  D*  Avenant's  exhibicioa  by  tfaencw 
Prote&or,  Richard: 

'<  Whitehall,  December  23. 

^  A  courfe  is  ordered  for  taking  into  conflderation  the  OftrtLt  ihewed 
at  the  Cockpitt  in  Drury  Lane,  and  the  perfoos  to  whom  it  Hands  re^ 
ferved,  are  to  fend  for  the  poet  and  adors,  and  to  inform  themfelTes  of 
the  natnie  of  the  work,  and  to  examine  by  what  authority  the  iiune  it 
KCfoXui  to  pubiick  view  \  and  they  are  alfo  to  take  the  beft  informatioB 
they  can  concerning  the  a^ing  of  flage-playes,  and  upon  the  whole  to 
make  report,*'  &c. 

The  Saints  were  equally  adverfe  to  every  other  fpecies  of  feiKvity  at 
veil  as  the  Opera,  and  considered  holydays,  the  common  prayer-booky 
tod  a  play-book,  as  equally  pernicious ;  for  in  the  fame  paper  I  find 
this  notification  \ 

**  It  was  ordered  by  his  Highnefs  the  Lord  Protedtr  and  the  Coun- 
cil, that  eflfedual  letters  be  written  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
of  the  dty  of  London,  and  to  the  Juftices  of  peace  for  Weftminfter  and 
the  liberties  thereof,  Middlefex  and  Borough  of  Southwark,  to  ofe 
their  endeavour  for  abolifhing  the  ufe  of  the  fefiivals  of  Chriftma^ 
Eafter,  and  other  feafts  called  holydaiesj  as  alfo  (or  preveatiog  the  ufe 
of  the  cwksooD  prayer-book/* 

meant— 
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meant—the  firft  ever  exhibited  in  a  regular  drama^  9m  4 
publick  theatre, 

I  have  faid  that  I  coald  {Ht>duce  the  tedimony  of  Sif 
William  D'Avenant  himfelf  on  this  fubjefl.  His  prv- 
logae  toTbe  Wits,  which  was  exhibited  io  the  fpring  of 
the  year  1662,  foon  after  the  opening  of  his  theatre  in 
Lincoln's-Inn  Fields,  if  every  other  document  had 
peri(hedy  would  prove  decifively  that  our  author's  plays 
had  not  the  afllftance  of  painted  fcenes.  **  There  are 
fome,"  fays  D'Avenant, 

**  —who  would  the  world  perfuade, 

*'  That  gold  is  better  when  the  ftamp  is  bad  ; 

•*  And  that  an  ugly  ragged  piece  of  eight 

**  Is  ever  true  in  met;U  and  in  weight ; 

*'  As  if  a  guinny  and  louis  had  lefs 

'*  Intriniioc  value  for  their  handlbmenefs. 

•*  So  diverfe,  who  outlive  the  former  age, 

•'  Allow  •  the  coarfenefs  of  the  plain  old  Jiage, 

**  And  think  rich  veils  sind/cenes  are  only  fit 

'*  Difguifes  for  the  want  of  art  and  wit." 

And  no  lefs  deciiive  is  the  different  lanenage  of  the 
licence  for  eredling  a  theatre,  granted  to  him  by  King 
Charles  I.  in  1630,  and  the  letters  patent  which  he 
obtained  from  his  (on  in  1662.  In  the  former*  after  he 
is  authorized  ''  to  entertain,  govern,  privilege,  and 
keep  fuch  and  fo  many  players  to  exercife  action,  mufi- 
cal  prefentments,  fcenes,  dancing,  and  the  like,  as  he 
the  faid  William  Davenant  ihall  think  fit  and  approve 
for  the  faid  houfe,  and  fuch  perfons  to  permit  ana  con- 
tinae  at  and  during  the  pleafure  of  the  faid  W,  D.  to  mEt 
plays  in  fuch  houfe  fo  to  be  by  him  ereded,  and  exercifir 
mufick,  mufical  prefentments,  fcenes,  dancing,  or  other 
the  like,  at  the  fame  or  other  hours,  or  times,  or  after 
plays  are  ended,"— the  claufe  which  empowers  him  to 
take  certain  prices  from  thofe  who  fhould  refort  to  Kb 
theatre  runs  thus : 

**  And  that  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
faid  W.  Df  &c*  to  take  and  receive  of  fuch  our  fubjeds 

as 

•  i.  Ci  approve* 
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as  (ball  refort  to  fee  or  hear  any  fuch  plays,  /cents,  and 
wiertainmints  whatfocver,  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  moneys 
as  is  or  hereafter  from  time  to  time  (hall  be  accuftomed 
to  be  eiven  or  taken  in  other  playhoufes  and  places  for 
the  like  plays,  fcenes,  prefentments,  and  entertain- 
ments." 

Here  we  fee  that  when  the  theatre  was  fitted  up  in 
the  ufual  way  of  that  time  without  the  decoration  of 
fcenery,  (for  /cents  in  the  foregoing  paflages  mean,  not 
paintings,  but  (hort  ftage-reprefentations  or  prefent- 
ments,)  the  ufual  prices  were  authorized  to  be  taken : 
but  aficr  the  Reftoration,  when  Sir  W.  D'Avenant  fur- 
nifhed  his  new  theatre  with  fcenery,  he  took  care  that 
the  letters  patent  which  he  then  obtained,  fhould  fpeak 
a  different  language,  for  there  the  corrcfponding  claufe  "^ 

18  as  follows : 

**  And  that  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
iaid  Sir  William  D'Avenant,  his  heirs,  and  affigns,  to 
take  and  receive  of  fuch  our  fubjeds  as  fbiH  refort 
t9  fee  or  hear  any  fuch  plays,  fcenes,  and  entertainment* 
nrhatfoever,  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money,  as  either  have 
accaflomably  been  given  and  taken  in  the  like  kind, 
or  as  (hall  be  thought  reafonable  by  him  or  them,  in 
regard  of  the  great  expences  of  scsnes,  roufick,  and 
ibch  new  decorations  as  bavt  not  betn /ormerly  u/td»'* 

Here  for  the  firfl  time  in  thefe  letters  patent  the  word 
fcene  is  ofed  in  that  fenfe  in  which  Sir  William  had  em* 
ployed  it  in  the  printed  title-pages  of  his  muiical  enter- 
tainments exhibited  a  few  years  before.  In-  the  former 
letters  patent  granted  in  1659,  the  word  in  that  fenfe 
does  not  once  occur. 

To  the  teftimony  of  D*  Avenant  himielf  may  be  added 
tiiat  of  Dryden,  both  in  the  paflfage  already  quoted,  and 
k  his  prologue  to  The  Ri'val  Ladies,  performed  at  the 
King's  Theatre  in  1664 : 

<«  »       in  former  days 

'*  Good  prologues  were  as  fcarce  as  now  good  plays.— > 

**  Yon  now  have  habits,  dances, /cenes,  and  rhymes  ; 

**  HighliDgna£eoftco>  ay,  andleDfefi)metimes.'' 

And 
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And  ftill  more  cxprefs  is  that  of  the  author  of  9%i 
<jeneroMs  Enemies,  exhibited  at  the  King's  Theatre  in 
1672: 

**  I  cannot  choofc  but  laagh,  when  I  look  back  and 

fee 
«*  The  ftrange  viciffitudes  of  poetrie* 
**  Your  aged  fathers  came  to  plays  for  wit, 
"  And  fat  knee-deep  in  nutihells  in  the  pit ; 
^.   **  Cour/e  hangings  then,  inftead  offcenes,  luen  ^x/orm, 
"  jind  Kidderminjler  did  the  ft  age  adorn  : 
'*  But  you,  their  wifer  offspring,  did  advance 
*'  To  plot  of  jigg,  and  to  dramatick  dance  ^,*'  &c. 

Thcfc 

7  This  explains  what  Dryden  means  in  his  prologue  to  Th*  Rival 
LadieSf  quoted  above,  where,  with  femes  and  the  other  novelties  in« 
traduced  after  the  Reftoration,  he  mentions  Jattee*  A  dance  by  a  ^y 
was  not  uncommon  in  Shakfpeare^s  time ;  but  foch  dances  as  were  ex* 
hibited  at  the  Duke's  and  King*s  theatre,  which  are  here  called  drgm 
MMtick  dances,  were  unknown. 

The  following  prologue  to  Tunbndgt  H^ells,  aded  at  the  Duke*t 
theatre,  and  printed  in  1678,  is  more  difr'ufe  upon  this  fubjed^^  aad 
confirms  what  has  been  ftated  in  the  text : 

«  The  old  Englifh  ftage,  confin'd  to  plot  and  fenfe, 

«  Did  hold  abroad  but  fmall  intelligence  ; 

*<  Butfince  the  invalion  of  the  fon'ign  fcene, 

**  Jack-pudding  farce,  and  thundering  machine^ 

**  Dainties  to  your  grave  ancellors  unknown, 

«<  Who  never  diflik'd  wit  becaufe  their  own, 

M  There's  not  a  player  but  is  turn'd  a  fcout, 

«  And  every  fcribbler  fends  his  envoys  out, 

«  To  fetch  from  Paris,  Venice,  or  from  Rome^ 

<(  Fantaftick  fopperies,  to  pleafe  at  home. 

<<  And  that  each  z€t  may  rife  to  your  de/ire, 

*'  Devils  and  witches  muft  each  fcene  infpire ; 

'*  Wit  rowls  in  waves,  and  (howers  down  in  fire* 

*(  With  what  ftrange  eafe  a  play  may  now  be  writi 

«  When  the  beft  hairs  composed  by  fainting  it, 

'<  And  that  in  the  air  or  dance  lies  all  the  wit. 

**  True  fenfe  or  plot  would  fooleries  appear 

<<  Faults,  I  fuppofe,  you  feldom  meet  with  here^ 

<'  For  *tis  no  mode  to  profit  by  the  ear. 

*<  Your  fouls,  we  know,  are  feated  in  your  eyes  } 

**  An  af^refs  in  a  cloud's  a  ftrange  furprife, 

<<  And  yott  ne*er  paj'd  treble  prices  to  be  wiie*?  _ 

The 
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Thcfc  are  not  the  /"peculations  of  fcholars  concerning 
a  cu(h)xn  of  a  former  age,  but  the  teftimony  of  perfons 
who  were  either  ipcftators  of  what  they  defcribe,  or 
daily  converfed  with  thofe  who  had  trod  our  ancient 
fiage:  for  D'Avenant's  firft  ^lay.  The  Cruel  Brother ^ 
was  adled  at  the  Blackfriars  in  January,  1626-7,  and 
Mohun  and  Hart,  who  had  thexnfelves  aded  before  the 
civil  wars,  were  employed  in  that  company,  by  whofe 
immediate ^ucceHbrs  The  Generous Enefriies  was  exhibited; 
i  mean  the  King's  Servants.  Major  Mohun  aded  in  the 
piece  before  which  the  lines  laft  quoted  were  fpoken. 

1  may  add  alfo,  that  Mr.  Wright,  the  author  oiHif^ 
toria  Hiftrionica,  vyhofe  father  had  been  a  fpedtator  of  feve- 
xal  plays  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars^ 
<xprefsly  (ays,  that  the  theatres  had  then  no/cenes^. 

The  French  theatre,  as  we  learn  from  Scaliger,  was  not  furnlfhefi 
with  fcenes,  or  even  with  the  ornament  of  tapeltry,in  the  year  1561. 
See  Scaljger.  Peettcest  folio,  1561,  lib.  i.  c.  21.  Both  it,  however,  and 
the  Italian  ilage,  appear  to  have  had  the  decoration  of  fcenery  befoFa 
the  Englilh.  la  1638  was  pubii/hcd  at  Ravenna— Prjfirtf  d'tfabbricer 
Scene  emmcbiiie  ne^teatri^  di  Nicola  Sabbattni  daPefaro.  With  refpedt 
to  the  French  ftage,  fee  D*Avenant'si^rolo^ue  to  the  Second. Part  oftbt 
JS'u££  of  Rboda,  1663  : 

"  many  travellers  here  as  judges  come, 

<<  From  Paris,  Florence,  Venice,  and  from  Rome  j 
**  Who  will  defcribe,  when  any/«»<  we  draw, 
**  By  each  of  ours  all  that  they  ever  faw  : 
**  Thofe  praifingforextenfive  breadth  and  height, 
"  And  inward  diftance  to  deceive  the  fight." 
It  is  fiid  in  the  Life  of  Betterton,  that  *♦  he  was  fent  to  Paris  by 
King  Cbailes  the  Second,  to  take  a  view  of  the  French  theatre,  that 
he  might  better  judge  of  what  might  contribute  to  the  improvement  of 
oar  own."  He  went  to  Paris  probably  in  the  year  1666,  when  both  the 
London  theatres  were  Hiut. 

•  "  Shakfpeare,  (who,  as  I  have  heard,  was  a  much  better  poet  than 
player,)  Burbage,  Hemmtngs,  and  others  of  the  older  fort,  were  dead 
before  I  knew  the  town  ;  but  in  my  time,  before  the  wars,  Lowin  ufed 
to  a£l  Falftafie,'*  &€•«-*«  Though  the  town  was  then  not  much  more 
dian  half  fo  populous '  as  now^  yet  then  the  prices  were  fmall,  ( then 
hnmg  no  feenet,)  and  better  order  kept  among  the  company  that  came.** 
.B^'*r'tm  Hiftrionieaf  Svoi  1699.  Tiiis  Eflfay  is  in  the  form  of  a  Dia- 
logue between  Trntw^u,  an  old  Cavalier,  and  Lovewit,  his  friend. 

The  account  of  the  old  ilage,  which  is  given  by  the  Cavalier, 
Wright  probably  derived  from  his  father,  who  was  born  in  i6ii,  and 
was  himfelf  a  dramatick  writer. 

Vol.  I.  Part  11.  •G  But, 
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But,  fays  Mr.  Steevens,  (who  differs  with  me  In  opi* 
iii6n  on  the  fubjed  before  us,  and  whofe  fentimenu  I 
ihall  give  below^)  *'  how  happened  it,  that  Shakfpeare 
himfclf  fhould  have  mentioned  the  ad  of  Jbi/ting  fcetus, 
if  in  his  time  there  were  no  fcenes  capable  of  being 
fififtedf  Thus  in  the  Chorus  to  King  Henry  V. 

*'  Unto  Southampton  diovitjhift  our /cene.^* 

«*  This  phrafe'*  (he  adds)  **  was  hardly  more  ancient 
than  the  cuftom  it  defcribes'.*' 

Who  does  not  fee,  that  Shakfpeare  in  the  paifage  here 
(|Uoted  ufes  the  word  /cene  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  which 
It  was  ufed  two  thoafand  years  before  he  was  born; 
that  is,  for  the  place  of  adion  reprefented  b^  the  ftage; 
and  not  for  that  moveable  hanging  or  painted  cloth» 
drained  on  a  wooden  frame,  or  rolled  round  a  cylinder, 
which  is  now  called  ascENE?  If  the  fmalleft  doubt  could 
be  entertained  of  his  meaning,  the  following  lines  in  thQ 
fame  play  would  remove  it : 

**  The  king  is  fet  from  London,  and  the /cene 
••Is  now  tr an/ported  to  Southampton." 

This,  and  this  only,  was  thtjbifting  that  was  meant; 
a  movement  from  one  place  to  another  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  drama ;  nor  is  there  found  a  iingle  paflaee  in  his 
plays  in  which  the  word  /cene  is  ufed  in  the  lenfe  re- 
quired to  fupport  the  argument  of  thofe  who  fuppofe  that 
Uie  common  flaees  were  fumiihed  with  moveable  fcenes 
in  his  time.  He  conftantly  ufes  the  word  either  for  a 
ilage-exhibition  in  general,  or  the  component  part  of  a 
play,  or  the  place  oiafUon  reprefented  by  the  ftage ' : 

'*  For 

9  See  Mr.  Steevena^t  Shakfpeire»  1785,  K^Jtbn^  p*  56,  n.  7. 
I  And  To  do  all  the  other  dramatkk  writcn  of  his  time*     So,  iQ 
Hey  wood's  Dtvfnfall  of  Robert  tarl  •/  Hmntingten,  1601 : 
«  ■  1  only  mean— 

**  Myfelf  in  perfon  to  prefenc  fomt/enut 
ft  Of  tragick  matter^  or  percluBce  of  inirth*** 
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^  For  all  my  life  has  been  but  as  z/cene, 

•*  Aaing  that  argtimcnt.'*     K.  Henry  IV.  P.  !!• 

**  At  yoar  induflrious  y?f/rr/  and  adls  of  death." 

K*  Jobn% 
**  Wh2Lt/cene  of  death  hath  Rofcius  now  to  a£t?" 

K.  Henry  FL  P.  III. 
•'  Thus  with  imagin'd  wing  our  fwift/cene  flies,—,*' 

K.  Henry.  F. 
"  To  give  QMxfcene  fuch  growing,—.*'    Ibid. 
«*  Andfo  OMt/cene  muft  to  the  battle  fly,—."    IbiJ, 
*'  That  he  might  play  the  woman  in  the/cene." 

Coriolanusm 
•*  A  qaeen  in  jefl,  only  to  fill  xYit/cene.**  K.Rich.  III. 
I  (hall  add  but  one  more  inflance  from  AlPs  well  that 
inds  'well : 

'*  OvLt/cem  is  alter'd  from  a  ferious  thing, 

'*  And  now  changed  to  the  Beggar  and  the  Kiftg.*' 

from  which  lines  it  might,  I  conceive,  be  as  reafonably 
inferred  xk2X/cenes  were  changed  in  Shak(peare's  tim'e^ 
as  from  the  paflage  relied  on  in  K.  Henry  F. :  and  per* 
haps  by  the  fame  mode  of  reafoning  it  might  be  proved, 
from  a  line  above  quoted  from  the  fame  play,  that  th^ 
'technical  modern  term,  wings,  or  flde-fcenes,  was  not 
anknown  to  our  great  poet. 

Again,  tn  the  prologue  to  RamAlUy,  or  Merry  Tricks^  a  comedy,  z6f  1 1 
*«  Bat  if  conceit,  ytxtYi  quick- tmrm^d  JctMHtsy--^ 
**  May  win  your  favour 8,-i^** 
Again,  in  the  prologue  to  Late  Laueajbire  fFitcbetf  1634: 
tt  I  we  are  forc*d  from  our  own  nation 

'<  To  ground  the  fane  that's  no\^  in  agitation.*' 
Ag^n,  in  the  prologue  to  Shirley *i  School  of  CowtfiiminU^  2629  S 
u  ■    .  This  play  is 

«  The  firft  fruits  of  a  mufe,  that  before  this 
**  Never  faluted  audience,  nor  doth  meane 
«  To  fweaT  himfelf  a  fa^or  for  the  /rra#.** 
Again,  in  the  prologue  to  UanniSai  and  Seipiof  1637s 

**  The  places  fomecimes  changM  too  for  the /rmr,- 
"  Which  is  tranflated  as  the  mufick  plays,"  Sec. 
Here  tranJUtmg  t^Jcem  means  juft  the  fame  as  jbi/tiMg  a /cent  in  K0 
Uemy. 

I  iorbear  to  add  more  inftances,  though  almoft  every  one  of  onr  di^ 
llayl  would  fttniiih  am  with  manyw 

C  2  The 
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The  various  circumftances  which  I  have  dated,  and 
the  accounts  of  the  contemporary  writers^  furnifh  usj  in 

my 

»  All  the  writers  on  thp  ancient  Engli/Ti  dugt  that  I  have  met  with, 
concur  with  thofe  quoted  in  the  text  on  thii  fubjed:  "  Now  for  the 
difference  betwixt  our  theatres  and  thofe  of  former  times,**  (fays 
Fleckno,  who  lived  near  enough  the  time  to  be  accurately  inforined,) 
**  they  were  but  plain  and  Ample,  with  no  ether  fcenet  nor  decorations 
if  the  JlagCt  but  only  old  tapefiry^  and  the  ftage  ftrewed  with  ru(hes  } 
with  their  habits  accordingly."  ^bort  Difcourfe  of  the  Englijb  Staji, 
1664.  In  a  fubfequent  palTage  indeed  he  adds,  «  For  fcenes  and  ma- 
chines, they  are  no  new  invention ;  our  mafques,  and  fome  of  our 
flayes,  in  former  times,  (though  notfo  ordinary,]  having  had  as  good 
o^  rather  better,  than  any  we  have  now.*'r-To  reconcile  this  paflage 
with  the  foregoing,  the  author  muft  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  here,  not  of 
the  exhibitions  at  the  publick  theatres,  but  of  mafques  and  private  plays, 
performed  either  at  court  or  at  noblemen's  houfes.  He  does  not  fa/y 
*<  fome  of  our  fAM/f-w,**— but,  **  our  mafques,  and  fome  of  our  f/ayet 
having  had,"  Sec  We  have  already  feen  that  Love*s  M'lfirejt  or  the 
Slueen't  AfafyuevfM  exhibited  with  fcenes  at  Denmark-houfe  in  1636. 
In  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  the  performance  of  plays  at  court,  and 
at  private  houfes,  feems  to  have  been  very  common ;  and  gentlemen  went 
to  great  expence  in  thefe  exhibitions.  See  a  letter  from  Mr.  Garrard  to 
lord  StraA^brd,  dated  Feb*  7,  1637  ;  Strafford's  LettertfYoX,  JI.  p.  150  s 
<<  Two  of  the  king*s  fervants,  privy-chamber  men  both,  have  writ 
each  of  them  a  play.  Sir  John  Sutlin  [Suckling]  and  Will.  Bardayi 
which  have  been  a£ied  in  court,  and  at  the  Black- friars,  with  much 
applaufe.  ^nxym^i^izy  zo^  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  fetting  out; 
eight  or  ten  fuits  of  new  cloaths  he  gave  the  players  ;  an  unheard-of 
prodigality."  The  play  on  which  Sir  John  Suckling  expended  this  large 
film,  was  Aglauram 

To  the  authority  of  Fleckno  may  be  added  that  of  Edward  Phillips, 
who,  in  h\6  Tbeatrum  Poetarumf  167A,  [article,  D*Avenant,]  praifea 
that  poet  for  **  the  great  fluency  of  his  wit  and  fancy,  efpecialJy  for 
what  he  wrote  for  the  Englifli  ftage,  of  which,  having  laid  the  founda- 
tion before  by  his  muHcal  dramas,  when  the  ufual  plays  were  not 
fuffered  to  be  adled,  he  loas  the  firfi  reviver  and  improver,  by  painted 
fcenes,'*  Wright  alfo,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  our  ancient  (lage,  and  had  certainly  converfed  with  many  per- 
fons  who  had  feen  theatrical  performances  before  the  civil  wars', 
exprefbly  fays,  as  I  have  obferved  above,  that  •*  /cenes  were  firft 
introduced  by  Sir  William  D'Avenant,  on  the  publick  ftage,  at  tho 
Duke's  old  theatre  in  Lincoln's-Innfields.*'  "  Prefently  after  the 
Reftoration,  "this  writer  informs  us, "  the  king's  players  a^ed  publick- 
]y  -at  the  Red  Bull  for  fome  time,  and  then  removed  to  a  new-built 
playhoufe  in  Vere-ftrcet,  by  Clare-market.  There  they  continued  for 
a  year  or  two,  and  then  removed  to  the  theatre-royal  in  Drury-lane, 
|vhere  they  frjl  made  ufe  of  sc  i  n  x  s,  which  bsd  bttn  s  httk  hefcm  intro". 

dttcei 
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my  apprehenfion,  with  decifive  and  incontroveftibJe 
proofs  >>  that,  the  ilage  of  Shakfpeare  was  not  furniihed 

with 

daetdvTov  THK  i^uBLXCK  %T  AC  %  by  Sir  H^»  D^AvenMut  at  the  DukeU 
•U  tbtstn  im  Linetin^i-Fnnfieldt,  but  aifcerwards  very  much  improvedy 
with  the  addition  of  curious  machinet,  by  Mr.  Betterton,  at  the  new 
theatre  in  Dorfet  Gardens,  to  the  great  expence  and  continual  charge  of 
the  players.**  Hiftoris  Hiftripnicaf  Zfo,  16^9,  p.  to.  Wright  calls  it 
the  Doke*s  a/^  theatre  in  Lincoln^slnn  fields,  though  in  fzCt  in  1663 
it  wai  a  new  building,  becaofe  when  he  wrote,  it  had  become  old^  and 
a  new  theatre  had  been  buik  in  Lincoln's  Inn  fields  in  1695.  He  ii 
httz  (ft9!iiiin%  of  plays  and  players,  and  therefore  makes  no  account 
of  the  mufical  entertainments  exhibited  by  D*Avenant  a  few  years  be- 
fore at  Rutland  Houfe,  and  at  the  Cock-pit  in  Drury-lane^  in  which 
a  little  attempt  at  fcenery  bad  been  made.  In  thofe  pieces^  I  believCf 
no  ftage-player  performed. 

3  I  fubjoin  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Steeveni ,  who  differs  with  me  in 
opinion  on  this  fubjed  \  obferviag  only  that  in  general  the  paifages  to 
which  he  alludes,  prove  only  that  our  author's  plays  were  not  exhibited 
without  the  aid  of  macbimry^  which  is  not  denied  j  and  that  not  a 
fingle  paflage  is  quoted,  which  proves  that  a  moveable  painted  fcene 
waa  employed  in  any  of  his  plays  in  his  theatre.  The  lines  quoted 
from  72>«  Staple  pf^ews,  at  the  bottom  of  p.  88^  muft  have  been  tran- 
fcribed  from  fome  incorredi  edition,  for  the  original  copy  printed  in 
1631^  reads— *scENi,  notscKNXs  ;  a  variation  of  fome  importance* 
TIk  words—"  the  varicut  /bifting  of  their  scens,**  denote,  in  my 
apprehenfion,  nothing  more  than  frequent  change  of  place  in  tbeprom 
greft  of  the  drama  /  and  even  if  that  were  not  the  cafe,  and  thefe  worda 
were  ofed  in  the  modern  fenfe,  they  would  not  prove  that  (cenes  were 
employed  on  the  ftage  in  Sbakfpeare's  time,  for  Ibe  Staple  of  Newt 
was  not  exhibited  till  March,  1625-6. 

**  Itmuft  be  acknowledged,**  fays  Mr  Steevens,  <<  that  little  more 
is  advanced  on  this  occafion,  than  is  fairly  fupported  by  the  tefti- 
snony  of  contemporary  writers. 

<<  Were  we,  however,  to  reafon  on  fuch  a  part  of  the  fubje^l 
at  it  now  before  us,  fome  fufpicions  might  arife,  that  where  machinery 
wasdifcovered,  thelefs  complicated  adjunct  of  fcenes  was  fcarcely  want- 
ing. When  the  column  is  found  ftanding,  no  one  will  fuppofe  but 
that  it  was  once  accompanied  by  its  ufual  entablature.  If  this  inference 
be  natural,  little  impropriety  can  be  complained  of  in  one  of  the  flag»- 
dire^ons  above  mentioned.  Where  the  bed  is  introduced,  the  fcene 
of  a  bed-chamber  (a  thing  too  common  to  deferve  defcription)  would  of 
coorfe  be  at  hand.  Neither  ihould  any  great  (Irefs  be  laid  on  the  wordt 
of  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  Are  we  notftill  obliged  to  receive  the  ftage  alter* 
nately  at  a  garden,  as  an  ocean,  as  a  range  of  rocks,  or  at  a  cavern  ? 
With  all  our  modern  advantaget,  fo  much  of  vraifemblance  U  wanting 
ia  a  theatrei  that  the  apologies  which  Shikfpeare  oflfers  for  fcenical 
G  3  deAciency) 
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yfiiihmowiabU  painteJ  fcenesf  but  merely  decorated  witk 
curtains^  and  arras  or  tapeftry  hangings,  which,  when 

decayed, 

deficiencyy  are  ftill  in  fomt  dcgiee  needful ;  tnd  be  it  alwtys  remembeitd 
that  Sir  Philip  Sidney  hat  not  poiitiTely  declared  that  00  painted  fccoetf 
irerc  in  ufe.  Who  that  mentioni  the  prefent  flage, Would  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  dwell  on  the  article  of  fcenery,  uniefi  it  were  peculiarly  ftriking 
and  magnificent  ?  Sir  Philip  has  not  fpoken  of  ftage-habks,  and  are  wc 
therefore  to  fuppofe  that  none  were  worn  ?  Befides,  between  the  dnc 
when  Sir  Philip  wrote  his  Defnta  ofPotfy,  and  the  period  at  which  the 
plays  of  Shakfpeare  were  prefented,  the  ikage  in  all  probability  bad 
feceived  much  additional  embelliihment.  Let  me  repeat,  that  if  ia 
X529  (the  date  of  jitolsftmt)  machinery  *  is  known  to  hate  exifted,  in 
1591  (when  Shakfpeare  conmienced  a  play-wright)  a  greater  niunbcr 
pi  ornaments  might  naturally  be  expeded,  as  it  is  ufual  for  one  inw 
proYcment  to  be  foon  followed  by  another.  That  the  plays  of  Shak^ 
Ipeare  were  exhibited  with  the  aid  of  macblntry^  the  following  ftage- 
dire^ons,  copied  from  the  folio  1623,  will  abundantly  proTC.  In  Tb€ 
^empefi^  Ariel  is  iaid  to  enter  <<  like  a  harpey,  chps  his  wings  on  the 
table,  and  with  a  quaint  device  the  banquet  vaniihes,**  In  a  fubftquent 
licene  of  the  fame  play,  Juno  **  defcends  $'*  and  in  Cymhtlmtf  Jupiter 
#<  defcends  likewife,  in  thunder  and  lightning,  fitting  upon  an  eagle*** 
In  Jdsthitby  **  the  caoldron/nAi,  and  the  apparitions  Aft**  It  may  b« 
aidded  that  the  dialogue  of  Shakfpeare  has  fuch  perpetual  reference  e» 
obje^  fuppofisd  vifible  to  the  audience,  that  the  want  of  fcenery  could 
•ot  have  failed  to  render  maoy  of  the  defcriptions  uttered  by  his  fpeak- 
nrs  abfurd  and  laughable.— Macduff  examines  the  outfide  oflnvemeft 
eaftle  with  fuch  minuteneft}  that  he  diftinguiflies  even  the  nefts  which 
the  martins  had  built  under  the  projeding  parts  of  its  roof.— Romeo^ 
landing  in  a  garden,  points  to  the  tops  of  fruit-trees  gilded  by  the  moon* 
—The  prologue-fpeaker  to  tht  fectndpari  tf  JC.  tfMry /K.  expreftly 
Jiews  the  fpe^ators  **  tbn  worm-eaten  hold  of  ragged  ftone,**  in  which 
Northumberland  was  lodged*  Jaehimo  takes  the  moil  exad  inventorj 
oF  every  article  in  Imogen*s  bed-chamber,  from  the  filk  and  filver  of 
•f  which  her  tapeftry  was  vrrought,  down  to  the  Cupids  that  Support 
Iwr  andirons.  Had  not  the  infide  of  this  apartment,  with  its  proper  fur<- 
aiture,been  reprefented,how  ridiculous  mufl  the  adion  of  Jaehimo  have 
appeared  !  He  muft  have  ftood  looking  out  of  the  room  for  the  particu- 
lars fuppofed  to  be  vifible  withi»it*  In  one  of  the  paru  of  JC  ATm.  VU 

a  cannoA 

*  What  happy  deceptions  could  be  produced  by  the  aid  of  framework 
^d  painted  canvas,  we  may  learn  from  Holinihed,  and  yet  more  ancient 
hiflorians.  The  pageants  and  tournaments  at  the  beginninc  of  Henry 
VUIth**  reign  very  frequently  required  that  the  caftles  of  imaginarf 
keinga  ihould  be  exhibited*  Of  fuch  contrivances  fome  defcriptions  re* 
main*  Thefe  extempore  buildings  afibrdcd  a  aatoril  latrodu^OA  It 
iteaerjoathcftage* 
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decayed^  appear  to  have  been  fomctimes  ornamented 

with 

a  ctaaiMi  is  difcharged  agtinft  «i  tower;  tnd  coioYerfttions  are  held  in 
■Imoft  crery  fcene  from  diffisrent  walls,  turrets^  and  battlements.  Not 
is  my  Mief  in  ancient  fcenery  entirely  founded  on  conjedure.  In  the 
Ibllo  editioasof  Shak(peare*s  plays,  1623,  the  following  traces  of  it  are 
fttfentdm  In  KiniJebn :  <'  £nter,  hefirt  Angiert,  Philip  king  of 
FraBce,'*  &c.<— <<  Enter  a  citiaen  ufsim  tbe  w«//f.**— <•  Enter  the  he* 
fild  of  France  with  trumpets  to  tbt  £«ftfi.'*— «  Enter  Arthur  on  tbt 
««&.'*  In  JT.  H*n,  V.  «  Enter  the  king,  &c.  toitbfeslini  Uddert  st 
J?4Bir|garr/*— «  Enter  the  king  with  all  his  train  hefort  fbt  jtateu*'*  InJC 
Htm*  yim  «<  Enter  td  the  protedor  at  tbt  Tower  gates ,'*  dec— •«  Enter 
Saliibury  and  Talbot  sa  thewalis,'*'^**  The  French  leap  oyer  tbewalh 
in  tlidr  ihirts.*'— «  EnUr  Pucelle  on  tbe  top  of  tbe  tower^  thrufting  cfixt 
a  torch  bonuag.**— *'  Enter  lord  Scales  apon  tbe  tower  walking.  Then 
enter  two  or  three  citiaeos  below.'* — **  Enter  king  and  queen  and  So* 
merleCMs  tbe  terrace^^r^**  Enter  three  watchmen  to  guard  tbe  hing^t 
Umt»**  In  CoriiJaaMi  s  <'_  Marcius  follows  them  to  tbe  gates,  and  isfiut 
ia."  laTiasoMi  "  Enter  Timon  in  tbe  woods  ^.**^**  Enter  Timoft 
jf^aai  bU  cave***  In  jMiims  Cetfar  s  «  Enter  Brutus  in  bis  orcbardf*  &c* 
Ac«— In  ihorty  without  charaderiftick  difcriminations  of  place,  the 
kiiloffical  dramas  of  Shakfpeare  in  particular,  would  *have  been  wrap- 
ped ta  tenfold  confufion  and  obfcurity  \  nor  could  the  fpc^tor  hare 
^t  the  poet's  power,  or  accompanied  his  rapid  tranfitions  from  one 
fituation  to  another,  without  fach  guides  as  painted  canvas  only  could 
fopplj*  The  audience  would  with  difficulty  have  received  the  cataf- 
trophe  of  Romeo  and  Juliet  as  natural  and  affeding,  nnlefs  the  decep* 
tion  was  confirmed  to  them  by  the  appearance  of  a  tomb.  The  mana- 
gers who  could  raife  ghofts,  bid  the  cauldron  fink  into  the  earth,  and 
then  exhibit  a  train  of  royal  phantoma  in  Macbetbp  could  with  left 
difficulty  fupply  the  flat  painting%  of  a  cavern  or  a  grove.  The  artifte 
who  can  put  the  dragons  of  Medea  in  motion,  can  more  eafily  reprefent 
Che  clouds  through  which  they  are  to  pafs.  But  for  thefe,  or  fuch 
affiiUnces,  the  fpedator,  like  Hamlet*s  mother,  muft  have  bent  hie 
gase  on  mortifying  vacancy  j  and  with  the  gueft  invited  by  the  Barme- 

cide^ 

*  Apemantos  muft  have  pointed  to  the  fcenes  as  he  f^okt  the  fel- 
kwinglinesi 

*•  fliame  not  tbefe  woods, 

**  By  putting  on  the  cunning  of  a  carper.** 
Again: 

«*  will  tbefe  moift  trees 

<<  That  have  outliv'd  the  eagle,**  Sec 
A  piece  of  old  tapeftry  muft  have  been  regarded  as  a  poor  fabftitutf 
£k  thefi:  (owgriog  (nadcf  • 

G4 
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with  pidares  ^:  and  fome  paiTages  in  our  old  dramas  ink 

clinc 

cide,  in  thcArabian  talCy  muft  haTcfurniflied  from  his  own  imaginatioa 
tb*  entertainment  of  which  his  eyes  were  folicited  to  partake. 

**  It  ihould  likewife  be  remembered,  that  the  intervention  of  canl 
war  would  eafily  occafion  many  cuftoms  of  our  early  theatres  to  be 
^  filently  forgotten.     The  times  when  Wright  and  Downea  produced 

their  refpeSive  narratives,  were  by  no  means  times  of  exadneis  or 
curiofity>.  What  they  heard,  might  have  been  heard  imperle^y ;  it 
might  have  been  unflulfully  related  $  or  their  own  memories  might 
have  deceived  them  s 

'<  Ad  nos  vix  tenuis  famoe  perlabitur  aura.*' 
<<  One  aflertion  made  by  the  latter  of  thefe  writers,  is  chroaotbgicaUy 
difproved.  We  may  remark  likewife,  that  in  prwste  theatres,  a  part 
of  the  audience  was  admitted  on  the  ftage,  but  tnat  this  licence  was  re- 
fufed  in  tht  ^ublick  play-houfes.  To  what  circumftance  (hall  we  im- 
pute this  difference  between  the  coftoms  of  the  one  and  the  other  ?  Per- 
haps the^ria;tfr«  theatres  had  no  fcenes,  thtf  ubHck  had  ;  and  a  crowded 
ftage  would  prevent  them  from  being  commodioufly  beheld,  or  con- 
veniently fliiftcd  •.  The  frejb  figures  mentioned  by  Ben  Jonfon  in 
the  iodudion  to  his  Cyntbia^s  Retftli  might  be  properly  introduced  to 
cover  old  tapeftry  $  for  to  hang  pidurcrs^ver  faded  arras,  was  then  and 
is  dill  fufficiently  common  in  antiquated  manfions,  fuch  as  thofe  ia 
which  the  fcenes  of  dramatic  writers  are  often  laid.  ThatSbakfpeare 
himfelf  was  no  ftranger  to  the  magick  of  theatrical  ornaments,  may  be 
inferred  from  a  paHage  in  which  he  alludes  to  the  fcenery  offfageantSf 
the  faihionable  ihews  of  his  time : 

**  Sometimes  we  fee  a  cloud  that*s  dragonidi^ 

«  A  vapour  fometimes  like  a  lion,  a  bear, 

'<  A  towred  citadel,  a  pendent  rock, 

*'  A  forked  mountain,  or  blue  promontory 

**  With  trees  upon*t,  that  nod  unto  the  worldy 

«'  Ani- 

*  To  felft  a  fcepie  U  at  lead' a  phrafe  employed  by  Shakipeare  hin- 

fclfinAT.  i/^;»ry^. 

«  I  and  not  till  then 

««  Unto  Southampton  do  we  /bift  eurfcene.^* 

and  by  Ben  Jonfon,  yet  more  appoiiteiy,  in  Tbe  Staph  of  Newts 
**  Lie.  Have 'you  no  news  o*  the  ftage  t 
«  Ti>o.  Oyes; 

«  There  is  a  legacy  left  to  the  king^s  players, 
«  Both  for  their  varioMi  /bifting  of  tbeir  feenet^ 
«  And  dextrous  change  of  their  perfoni  to  aU  fliape»- 
M  And  all  difguifes^**  &c« 
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dine  me  to  think,  that  when  tragedies  were  perfosmed^^ 
the  Hage  was  hung  with  black '. 

In  the  early  part,  at  leafl,  of  our  author's  acquaint-^' 
ance  with  the  theatre,  the  want  of  fcenery  feems  to  have- 
fceen  fapplied  by  the  (imple  expedient  of  writing  thtf 

^  And  mock  our  eyes  with  air  ^— thefe  thou  haft  feeii, 
•«  They  arc  blacic  Vefper*9  pageants  •.*'  Antony  and  CUcpatra^ 
"'To  conclude,  the  richeft  and  moft  expenfive  fcenes  had  been  intro« 
doced  todrefs  up  thofe  fpurious  children  of  the  Mufe  called  Mafquea; 
Bor  have  we  fufficient  reafon  for  believing  that  Tragedy,  her  legiti- 
mate oflspring,  coRtinued  to  be  expofed  in  rags,  while  appendages  more 
fuicable  to  her  dignity  were  known  to  be  within  the  reach  of  our  anci-i- 
cnt  managers.  Sbakfpeare,  Burbage,  and  Condell,  muft  have  had 
ftcqpeDt  opportunities  of  being  acquainted  with  the  mode  in  which 
hofSk  malbucfl,  tragedies,  and  comedies,  were  reprelented  in  the  inn* 
of  court,  ue  halls  of  noblemen,  and  in  the  palace  itfeif.** 

^  <<  Sir  Crack,  lam  none  of  your  fnihpiffures,  that  ufe  to  beaotifjr 
the  decayed  old  arraSf  in  a  publick  theatre.*'*  Indu^ion  to  Cyntbia** 
Jitvels,  by  Ben  Jonfon,  1601. 

9  In  the  indu^on  to  an  old  tragedy  called  A'warning  for  fair  ff^o^ 
men,  I599»  three  perfooages  are  introduced,  under  the  names  of  Tra^- 
gejy,  Comedy t  and  Hiflory,    After  fome  conteft  for  foperiority,  Tragedf 
pcerails  $   and  Hjftery  and  Comedy  retire  with  thefe  words  : 
if^.«  Look,  Comedie,  I  mark'd  it  not  till  now, 
**  tbejiage  h  bung  with  blacke,  and  I  perceive 
«  The  auditors  prepar*d  for  tragedle. 
Cm***  Nay  then,.!  fee  ihe  iliall  be  entertained. 
<<  Thefe  ornaments  befecm  not  thee  and  me  3 
**  Then  tragedies  kill  them  to>day  with  forrow, 
•*  We'll  make  them  laugh  with  mirthful  jefts  to-morn>m**. 
So,  in  Marfton*s  Infatiate  Counte/M,  161 3 1 

<*  Tht ftage  of  heaven  is  bung  with  folemn  hlackf 
**  A  time  bed  fitting  to  ad  tragedies.** 
Again,  in  Daniers  Civil  fVarresf  B.  V.  1602  : 

**  Let  her  be  made  tht  fable  ftage,  whereon 
««  Shall  firft  be  aded  bloody  tragedies."* 
Ag»n  in  K,  Henry  VL  P.  \. 

«<  Hung  be  the  heavens  with  black,**  Sec, 
Again,  more  appofitely,  in  I'be  Rape  ofLucrece,  1594* 
*<  Black ftage  for  tragedies^  and  murthers  fell." 

*  After  a  pageant  had  pailed  through  the  ftreets,  the  chan£Vers  that 
compofed  it  were  aflembled  in  fome  hall  or  other  fpacious  apartment, 
where  they  delivered  their  refpedive  fpeeches,  and  were  finally  fet 
Mt  CO  Tiew  with  the  adyancaf  cs  of  proper  fceaery  and  decoration. 

names 


^  HfSTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

names  of  the  different  places  where  the  fcene  was  laid  ill 
the  progrefs  of  the  play,  which  were  difpofed  ia  fuch  ^ 
manner  as  to  be  vifible  to  the  aadience^. 

Though  the  apparatus  for  theatrick  exhibitions  was 
thus  fcanty,  and  the  machinery  of  the  iimpleft  kind,  the 
invention  of  trap-doors  appears  not  to  be  modern;  for 
in  an  old  Morality,  entitled.  All  far  Money,  we  find  a 
marginal  diredtion,  which  implies  that  they  were  very 
early  in  ufe^. 

We  learn  from  Hey  wood's  Apology  for  A£iors*,  that 
the  covering,  or  internal  roof,  of  the  flage,  was  ancient* 
ly  termed  tbe  bea^vens.  It  was  probably  paintjed  of  a 
iky -blue  colour ;  or  perhaps  pieces  of  drapery  tinged 
with  blue  were  fufpended  acrofs  the  ftage,  to  repreient 
the  heavens. 

It  appears  from  the  ftagc-diredlions '  given  in  Tbe 
Spanijh  Tragedy,  that  when  a  play  was  exhibited  within 

a  play, 

0  «  What  child  is  there,  that  coming  to  a  play  aiid  feeing  Tbihet 
mfritten  upon  an  old  door,  doth  believe  that  it  is  Thebes  ?**  De/ewa  §f 
Poefie,  by  Sir  Philip  Sidney.     Signat.  G.  1595* 

When  D'Avenant  introduced  fcenes  on  the  publick  ftage,  this  ancient 
pradice  was  ftill  followed.  See  his  IntroduAion  to  his  Siege  ofRboda^ 
1656  :  <*  In  the  middle  of  the  freefe  was  a  comparteoient,  whertia 
was  written — R  hod  is.** 

7  «  Here— ~with  fome  fine  convey juitei  Plesfmre  ihall  appearefrom 
hen^tbe.*'    All  fir  Money ,  1$^%, 

So,  in  lAzT^OTis  Antonio* s  Rewenge,  1602  : 

«  Enter  Balurdo  from  mnder  thejhgt*^ 
In  the  fourth  zGt  of  Mncittb,  feveral  apparitions  arife  from  beneath 
the  ftage,  and  again  defcend.— The  cauldron  likewife  finks  s 
«  Why  JStikt  that  cauldron,  and  what  noife  is  this  ?** 
In  the  Roaring  Girl,  a  comedy  by  Middleton  aad  Decker,  l6llf 
there  is  a  chara^r  called  Trap'door, 
*  AfoL  fir  ASon,  16 11.     Signat.  D. 
9  Spanijbtragidyy  16  lo,  AaiV.  Signlt.  L. 

<<  Enter  Hieronimo.    He  knocks  up  tbt  ewrtain, 
"  Enter  tbe  duke  ©/"Caftile. 
<<  Cafi,  How  now  Hieronimo,  where's  year  feUowSf 
«<  That  you  take  all  this  pains  ? 

«<  Huro,  O,  fir,  it  is  for  the  author*!  credit 
«  T»  look  that  ail  thiiifa  bay  go  w«U« 

2  **  But 


OP  THE  ENGLISH  STAGE.         91 

m  pUy*  (if  I  may  (b  exprefs  myfelf,)  as  is  the  cafe  in  that 
piece  and  in  HamUt,  the  court  or  audience  before  whom 
^e  interlude  was  performed  fat  in  the  balcony,  or  upper 
BzgCp  already  deicribed ;  and  a  curtain  or  traverfe  be- 
ing luing  acroOi  the  ftage  /or  tht  nonce,  the  performers 
entered  between  that  curtain  and  the  general  audience, 
and  on  its  being  drawn,  began  their  piece,  addreifing 
themfelTes  to  the  balcony,  and  regardlefs  of  the  fpedla^ 
tort  in  the  theatre,  to  whom  their  backs  muft  have  been 
turned  during  the  whole  of  the  performance. 

From  a  plate  prefixed  to  Kirkman's  Drolls,  printed  ia 
1672,  in  which  there  is  a  view  of  a  theatrical  booth,  ic 
Ihoald  feem  that  the  flage  was  formerly  lighted  by  two 
large  branches,  of  a  form  fimilar  to  thofe  now  hung  in 
churches;  and  from  Beaumont's  Verfes  prefixed  to 
Fletcher's  Faithful  Sbepherde/s,  which  was  aded  beforo 
the  year  161 1,  we  find  that  wax  liehts  were  ufed'. 

Theie  branches  having  been  found  incommodious, 
as   they  obilruded  the  fight  of  the  fpe£lators%  gave 

«<  But,  good  mj  lord,  let  me  entreat  your  grace^ 
•*  To  give  the  king  the  copy  of  the  play. 
«<  This  is  the  argument  of  what  we  ihew. 
«  Csfi*  I  will,  Hieronimo. 
«  tikro,  hex  me  entreat  your  grace,  that  when 
^  *Tb€  tra'w  arepsft  into  tbi  gaUajf 
**  You  would  Touchfafe  to  throw  me  down  the  key* 
M  Cir^.  I  will,  Hieronimo. 

**  Ewttr  Balthasar,  tnitb  «  chair* 
**  Hierv.VftWdonc,  Balthasar  j  hang  up  the  tilts 
«  Our  fcene  ia  Rhodes.     What,  is  your  beard  on  ?** 
AfUrwarda  the  tragedy  of  SoljmaB  undPtrfids  is  exhibited  be/bft 
Ibe  king  of  Spain,  the  duke  of  Caftile,  &c. 

*  **  Some  like,  if  the  noon  iigbts  be  new  that  day.** 
^  Flcckno  in  1664,  complains  of  the  bad  lighting  of  the  ftage,  ereit 
at  that  tioM  t  **  Of  this  curious  art  [fceneryj  the  Italians  (this  latter 
•ge)  are  the  grcateft  mailers ;  the  French  good  proficients;  and  we  ia 
En^afld  only  fcholarsand  learners  yet,  having  proceeded  no  farther  tha« 
to  bare  paiodng,  and  not  arrived  to  the  ftupendous  wonders  of  your  great 
ingeaicrs  {  efpecially  mh  k/iowhgytt  bevt  to  fUctour  ligbtttfor  the  morg 
WwcsfJEf #  Mad  iUttmtMgthg  tftbo  fctna*^*    Short  DifcoBrJt  of  tbo  Em^ 

place 
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Elace  at  a  fubfeqaent  period  to  fmall  circular  woodeK 
-ames,  furnifhed  with  candles,  eight  of  which  were  hung 
on  the  ftage,  four  at  either  iide :  and  thefe  within  a  few 
years  were  wholly  removed  by  Mr.  Garrick,  who,  on  his 
return  from  France  in  1765,  firfl  introduced  the  prefent 
commodious  method  of  illuminating  the  ftage  by  lights 
not  viiible  to  the  audience. 

The  body  of  the  houfe  was  illuminated  by  crefiets*, 
or  large  open  lanterns  of  nearly  the  fame  fize  with  thofe 
which  are  fixed  in  the  poop  of  a  fhip. 

If  all  the  players  whofe  names  are  enumerated  in  the 
£rft  folio  edition  of  our  author's  works,  belonged  to  the 
fame  theatre,  they  compofed  a  numerous  company;  but 
it  is  doubtful  whether  they  all  performed  at  the  fame 
period,  or  always  continued  in  the  fame  houfe  ^.  Many 
of  the  companies,  in  the  infancy  of  the  itage,  certainly 
were  fo  thin,  that  the  fame  peribn  played  two  or  three 

Cs  ^ ;  and  a  battle  on  which  the  fate  of  an  empire  was 
^  ^K>red  to  depend,  was  decided  by  half  a  dozen  com- 

3  See  Cotgrave's  French  Di£lionaiy,  1611,  in  ▼.  Faiot:*'  A  crcflct 
light,  (fucb  as  they  uf»  iti  playboufes,)  made  of  ropes  wreathed,  pitched^ 
and  put  into  fmall  and  open  cages  of  iron." 

The  Watchmen  of  London  carried  crefTcts  fixed  on  poles  till  1539 
(and  perhaps  later).     Stowe*s  Survey,  p.  160,  edit.  1618. 

4  An  aftor,  who  wrote  a  pamphlet  agalnft  Mr.  Pope,  foon  after  the 
pablication  of  his  edition  of  Shakfpeare,  fays,  he  could  prove  that  they 
belonged  to  federal  different  companies.  It  appears  from  the  MS.  Re- 
gifter  of  lord  Stanhope,  treafurer  of  the  chamber  to  king  James  I. 
that  Jofepb  Taylor,  in  16131  was  at  the  head  of  a  diftin^  company 
from  that  of  Hem'iHgt,  called  the  lady  Elizabeth^s  fervants,  who  then 
m€tcd  at  tbeHape  on  the  Bankfide.  He  was  probably  however,  before  that 
period,  of  the  king's  company,  of  which  afterwards  he  was  a  principal 
ornament.  Some  of  the  players  too,  whofe  names  are  prefixed  to  the 
firft  folio  edition  of  our  author,  were  dead  in  the  year  1600,  or  foon 
after;  and  others  there  enumerated,  might  have  appeared  at  a 
fubfequent  period,  to  fupply  their  lofs.  See  the  Catalogue  of  AQon^ 
poft. 

s  In  the  Indu&ion  to  Marfton^s  Antonio  and  Mellida,  1602,  Piert 
aiks  Alberto,  what  part  he  a^.  He  replies,  «  the  neceflity  of  the 
play  forceth  me  to  a£t  two  partt,^''  See  alfo  the  Dramatis  Ferfom^t  of 
many  of  our  ancient  plays ;  and  below,  p*  981  n*  2. 

batants. 
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batants^.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  common  pra^ice 
in  their  mock  engagements,  to  difcharge  fmall  pieces  of 
ordnance  on  or  behind  the  ftage  ^. 

Before  the  exhibition  began,  three  flourilhes  were 
played,  or,  in  the  ancient  language,  there  were  three 
foundings'.  Mufick  was  likewife  played  between  the 
a&9.     The  inftruments  chiefly  ufed,  were  "trumpets* 

*      «  And  ib  our  fcene  muft  to  the  battle  fly, 

**  Where,  O  for  pity !  we  (hall  much  difgrace 
«*  H^stbfotr  crjive  moft  viie  and  ragged  /oils, 
**  Right  ill  dlfpog^d,  in  brawl  ridiculous, 
*<  The  name  of  Agincourt."     K,  Henry  V.  Aft  IV. 
7  ««  Much  like  to  fomc  of  the  players  that  come  to  the  fcafTold  with 
irumme  and  trumpet,  to  proffer  flcirmiihe,  and  when  they  ha^  found- 
ed aJarme,  ofF  ^  the  pieces,  to  encounter  a  fbadow,  or  conquer  a 
paper- monfter.'*    ScbooU  of  Abufe,  by  Stephen  GoHon,  X579* 

So,  in  */i&/  True  Tragedie  ofRicbarde  Duke  of  of  Torke,  and  tbe  Death 
tf  gtod  King  Her.rie  tbe  Sixty  1600  :  <<  Alarmes  to  the  battaile. — York 
sies^  then  tbetbambert  be  difc barged  i  then  enter  the  king,'*  &c. 
S       **  Come,  let's  bethink  ourselves,  what  may  be  found 
«*  To  deceive  time  with,  till  tht  fee ond  found,*^ 

l^otes  from  £  lack-fry  arsf  by  H.  Fitz-Jeoffcry,  1617. 
See  alfo   the  AddreU  to  the  readers,  prefixed  to  Decker's  Sariro" 
wep'iXy  a  comedy,  1602:  '<  Inftead  of  the  trumpeti  jound'tng  tbrue  be-  ■ 
fore  the  play  begin,"  &c. 

9  See  the  Prologue  to  Hannibal  and  Scifht  a  tragedy,  1637  x 
**  The  places  fometimes  cbang'd  too  for  the  fcene, 
**  Which  is  tranflated,  as  the  mufick  plays 
«  Betwixt  the  ads." 
The  pn^ice  appears  to  have  prevailed  in  the  infancy  of  our  ftage. 
See  the  concluding  lines  of  the  fecond  a£l  of  Gammer  Gurton*s  Needle^ 

'575' 

*<  In  the  towne  will  I,  my  frendes  to  vyfit  there, 

**  And  hcther  flraight  again,  to  fee  the  end  of  this  gere  : 

**  In  tbe  mean  t'tme^  felowetj,  pipe  npp  your  fiddieiy  I  fay  take 

them, 
«  And  let  your  freyndes  here  fuch  mirth  as  ye  can  make 
them." 
It  hat  been  thought  by  fome  that  oar  author's  dramas  were  exhibit- 
ed without  any  paufes,  in  an  unbroken  continuity  of  fcenes*     But  this 
appears  to  be  a  miftake.    In  a  copy  of  Romeo  and  Juliet ,  1599,  now 
before  me,  wl^ich  certainly  belonged  to  the  play-houfe,  the  endings 
ei  the  ads  are  marked  in  the  margin  \  and  dire^ions  are  given  for  mu- 
fick to  be  played  between  each  t€t.     The  marginal  diredions  in  this 
copy  tppc^i'  to  be  of  a  very  old  date,  one  of  them  being  in  the  ancient 
0jle  aad  |uuuU-<«  P/«/  me^(kt:\ 

cornets. 
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cornets,  hautboys,  lutes,  recorders,  viols,  and  <»gttttV 
The  band,  which,  I  believe,  did  not  conilfl  of  more  than 
eight  or  ten  performers,  fat  (as  I  have  been  told  by  a  very 
ancient  flage-veteran,  who  had  his  information  from  ho* 
man,  the  contemporary  of  fietterton,)  in  an  upper  bal« 
cony,  over  what  is  now  called  the  ftage-box^. 

From  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  ManuKiript  I  learn»  that 
the  muficians  belonging  to  Shakfpeare's  company  were 
obliged  to  pay  the  MaHer  of  the  Revels  an  annaal  lee 
for  a  licence  to  play  in  the  theatre  ^. 

Not  very  long  after  our  ooet's  death  the  Blackfrian* 
band  was  more  numerous  * ;  and  their  reputation  was 
fo  high  as  to  be  noticed  by  Sir  Bulflrode  Whitelocke^ 
in  an  account  which  he  has  left  of  the  fplendid  Mafqiie 
given  by  the  four  Inns  of  Court  on  the  fecond  of  Febru- 
ary, 1633-4,  entitled  TJIfe  Triumph  of  Peace,  and  intend* 
cd,  as  he  himfelf  informs  us,  "  to  manifeft  the  differ- 
ence  of  their  opinion  from  Mr.  Prynne's  new  learning, 
and  to  confute  his  Hiftriomaftix  againfl  interludes.'' 

^  See  the  ftage-direfltons  in  Mar(lon*8  SopbonJjba^  a6Ud  at  the 
BUckfriars  theatre,  in  1606  : 

'<  The  ladies  draw  the  curtains  about  Sophonilba ;— the  cornett  and 
§rgant  playing  loud  full  muficke  for  the  a^.     Signat.  B  4. 

«  Organ  mixt  with  rteirdert  for  this  aft.    Signat.  D  z. 
'  «  OrgoeSf  viois,  and  voices,  play  for  this  ad.    Signat.  £  z. 

«  A  hzn^Jute  and  a  treble  viol  play  for  this  ad.**     Signat.  F  z. 

^  In  the  laftfcene  of  Maflinger*s  City  Madantj  which  was  firftade4 
at  Blackfriars,  May  Z5,  163Z,  Orpheus  is  introduced  chanting  thofe 
raviihing  ftrains  with  which  he  moved 

«  Charon  and  Cerberus,  to  give  him  way 
«<  To  fetch  from  hell  his  loft  Eurydice.** 

The  following  ftage-diredion,  which  is  found  in  the  preceding  fcene, 
fupports  what  has  been  fuggefted  above,  concerning  the  ftation  of  the 
muficians  in  our  ancient  theatres:  **  Muficians  come  Jonvn,  [i.  e.  «r» 
to  come  down,]  to  make  ready  for  the  fong  at  Arras.'*  This  fong  wai 
to  be  fung  behind  the  arras. 

3  *i  For  a  warrant  to  the  Mufitions  of  the  king*s  company,  this  9th 
of  Aprill,  i6z7, — £.  i.     o.     o.**    Mf.  Herbert. 

•  in  a  warrant  of  protedion  now  before  me,  figned  by  Sir  Henry 
Herbert,  and  dated  from  the  Office  of  the  Revels,  Dec.  zy,  16Z4, 
Nicholas  Underhill,  Robert  Pallant,  John  Rhodes,  and  feveoteeu 
others,  are  mentioned  as  being  "  all  imployed  by  the  kings  Ma.ties 
fervanu  in  theiR  qaaUity  of  playioge  m  mufitioosi  and  other  oecelTafy 
acuodanti.'* 

A  very 
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A  very  particular  account  of  this  mafque  is  found  io 
hit  Memorials ;  but  that  which  Dr.  fiurney  has  lately 
given  in  his  rery  curious  and  elegant  Hiftory  ofMufick^^ 
from  a  manufcript  in  the  pofTeflion  of  Dr.  Moreion,  of 
the  firitifh  MufeunjA  contains  fome  minute  particulars 
not  noticed  in  the  former  printed  account,  and  among 
others  an  euloey  on  our  poet's  bandof  muficians. 

««  For  the  Muficke,"  fays  Whitclocke,  «•  which  was 
particularly  committed  to  my  charge,  i  gave  to  Mr. 
ivesy  and  to  Mr.  Lawes,  looL  a  piece  for  their  rewards : 
lor  the  four  French  gentlemen,  the  queen's  fervants,  I 
thought  that  a  handfome  and  liberall  gratifying  of  them 
would  be  made  known  to  the  queen,  their  miflris,  and 
well  taken  by  her.  1  therefore  invited  them  one  morn- 
ing to  a.  collation  att  St.  Dunftan's  taverne,  in  the  great 
room,  the  Oracle  of  Apollo,  where  each  of  them  had  his 
plate  lay'd  by  him,  covered,  and  the  napkin  by  it,  and 
when  they  opened  their  plates,  they  found  in  each  of 
them  forty  pieces  of  gould,  of  their  mailer's  coyne,  for 
the  firft  difh,  and  they  had  caufe  to  be  much  pleafed  with 
this  furprifall. 

*'  The  refl  of  the  mufitians  had  rewards  anfwearable 
to  their  parts  and  qualities ;  and  the  whole  charge  of 
the  muficke  came  to  about  one  thoufand  pounds.  The 
clothes  of  the  horfemen  reckoned  one  with  another  at 
j^.  lOO  a  fuit,  att  the  lead,  amounted  to  ^.10,000. — 
The  charges  of  all  the  reft  of  the  mafque,  which  were 
borne  by  the  focieties,  were  accounted  to  be  above  twenty 
thoufand  pounds. 

**  I  was  fb  converfant  with  the  mufitians,  and  fo  will- 
ing to  gain  their  favour,  efpecially  at  this  time,  that  I 
compofed  an  aier  my  felfe,  with  the  afllflance  of  Mr. 
Ives,  and  called  it  JVbitelocke* s  Coram 0  ;  which  being 
cried  up,  was  firft  played  publiquely  by  the  Blackefryars 
Muiicke,  *Ufho  ivere  then  tftumcd  the  beji  of  common  mufi^ 
tians  in  London.  Whenever  I  came  to  that  houfe,  (as  I 
did  fbmetimes  in  thofe  dayes,  though  not  often,)  to  fee 
A  pUy*  tl^c  mufitians  would  prefentlv  play  Wbitelocke^s 
Cormmf  ;  and  it  was  fo  often  called  for»  that  they  would 
Bare  it  played  twice  or  thrice  in  an  afternoone.    The 

queen 
4  Vol.  III.  p.  376. 
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>qaeeii  hearing  it,  would  not  be  perfaaded  that  it  was 
made  by  an  Englifhman,  bicaafe  me  faid  it  was  fbUer 
of  life  and  fpint  than  the  Engliih  aiers  ofed  to  be  ;  butt 
(he  honoured  the  Ceranto  and  the  maker  of  it  with  htt 
majeftyes  royall  commendation.  It  grew  to  that  reqoeft, 
that  all  the  common  moiitians  in  this  towne»  and  all  over 
the  kingdome,  gott  the  compofition  of  itt,  ahd  played  it 
publiquely  in  all  places  for  above  thirtie  years  after.'* 

The  flage  in  Shakfpeare's  time  feems  to  have  beea 
Separated  from  the  pit  only  by  pales '.  Soon  after  the 
Reftoration,  the  band,  I  imagine,  took  the  ftation  whidi 
they  have  kept  ever  fince,  m  an  orchefba  placed  be- 
tween the  ftage  and  the  pit^l 

The  perfon  who  fpoke  the  prologue,  who  entered  im<r 
me^ately  after  the  tnird  fonnding^,  dually  wore  a  lone 
black  velvet  cloak  ^,  which,  I  i^ppofe,  was  confidered 

aa 

s       «  And  now  that  I  have  TaQlted  up  fo  hye, 
**/  Above  tht  fla/re-raylis  of  this  earthen  gio^t, 
**  i  muft  turn  z€toT,**     Black  Bocke,  4to.  i6o4» 

See  alio  D'Avenant's  Playboufe  to  h  let : 

<<  Monfieur,  you  may  draw  up  your  troop  of  forces 
«  yrnhm  the  fMUt.^* 

^  See  the  firft  direction  in  Tbi  Temprfiy  altered  by  D'Av^nant  anfl 
Dryden,and  adedatthe  Duke*sTheatre  in  Lincoln^s-lnn  Fidds,ini667< 

«  The  front  of  the  ftage  is  opened,  and  the  band  of  twenty-fotir 
violinsi  with  the  harpficals  and  theorbos,  which  accompany  the  voices, 
are  placed  hetvteen  the  pit  and  the  f age  J**  If  this  had  not  been  a  novel 
regulation,  thediredlion  would  have  been  unnecefTary. 

Cotgrave  in  his  Didionary,  1611,  following  the  idea  of  ancient 
Rome,  defines  Orcbeflrty  "  The  fenatora'  or  noblemen's  places  in  a 
theatre,  between  the  ftage  and  the  common  feats.  Alfo  the  ftage  it- 
felf.**  If  muficians  had  fct  in  this  place,  when  he  wrote,  or  the  term 
^cbejlrty  in  its  prefent  fenfe,  had  been  then  known,  there  isreafonto 
believe  that  he  would  have  noticed  it.  See  his  interpretation  of  Falot^ 
above,  in  p.  92,  n.  3. 

The  word  orcbeftre  is  not  found  in  Miniheu'*s  Di^  nor  BuUokar't 
Expofitor, 

In  Cockeram^s  Interpreter  of  bard  wordtp  1655,  it  is  defined  a 
fcaffold. 

7  «<  Prefent  not  your  felfe  on  the  ftage,  (efpecially  at  a  new  play) 
untill  the  quaking  ^ro/o^vr  hath  by  rubbing  got  culior  into  his  cheeks, 
and  if  ready  to  give  the  trumpeti  their  cue,  that  he*s  upon  the  point  to 
enter."     Decker's  Cult  Hornehooky  1609. 

*  Sec  the  ladu^oa  to  CyntbiM*i  Rtvtlif  1602 : 

I.  Cbild» 
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as  btft  faited  to  a  fuppHcatory  addrefs.  Of  this  cuitom, 
whaterer  may  have  been  its  origin,  fome  traces  re- 
mained till  veiy  lately ;  a  black  coat  having  been,  if  I 
miftake  not»  within  thefe  few  years,  the  conftant  ftage- 
kabiliment  of  oar  modern  prologae^fpeakers.  The  com- 
plete drefs  of  the  ancient  prologuc-fpeaker  is  ftill  retained 
in  the  play  exhibited  in  Hamlet 9  before  the  king  and 
court  of  Denmark. 

An  epilogue  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  regular 
ampendage  to  a  pity  in  Shakfpeare's  time ;  for  many  of  his 
diramas  had  none ;  at  leaft,  they  have  not  been  preferv- 
cd.  In  jilPs  Well  that  Ends  Well,  A  Mid/ummer-^Night's 
DrtSM,  As  you  like  it,  Troilus  and  CreJJida,  and  The  Tern* 
fejf,  the  epilogue  is  fpoken  by  one  of  the  perfons  of  the 
drama,  and  adapted  to  the  character  of  the  fpeaker ;  a 
circum (lance  that  I  have  not  obferved  in  the  epilogues  of 
any  other  author  of  that  age.  The  epilogue  was  not 
always  ijpoken  by  one  of  the  performers  in  the  piece ;  for 
that  fubjoined  to  The  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  IV.  ap- 
pears to  have  been  delivered  by  a  dancer. 

The  performers  of  male  characters  frequently  wore  peri- 
wigs^,  which  in  the  age  of  Shakfpeare  were  not  in  com- 
mon 

1.  QhMi,  **  Pny  jrou,  away  $  why  children,  what  io  yu  mean  ? 
i*  Child,  **  Marry,  diat  you  AouM  not  fpcak  tht  prolagiie. 
i«  Ckili*  *^  Sir,  I  plead  poi&ffion  of  th«  drnkm    Ccatlemeni  your 
bSraget,  for  God^i  fake.** 
So,  ia  the  prologue  to  7b$  Coronation,  by  Shirley,  i^ot 
<<  Since  *tit  become  the  title  of  our  play, 
«  A  woman  once  in  a  coronation  may 
«  With  pardon  fpeaic  the  prologue,  give  as  frit 
<<  A  wdcome  to  the  theatre,  w  he 
**  Tha  with  a  little  beard,  a  long  hUck  fhskp 
•*  With  a  ftarcVd  face  and  Tupple  leg,  hath  fpoke 
**  Befote  the  playc  thii  twelYemoath,  let  me  then 
M  Prefent  a  welcome  to  thefie  gentlemen.** 
A|stiy  in  the  prologue  to  Tbt  fVomon^Hatir,  by  B*  tod  Fletcher, 
^:  ••  Gentlemen,  indoAioni  are  out  of  date,  and  a  prologM  in 
^'■ftit  at  ftak  aa  a  Uaek  veivtt  itoski,  and  a  bay  garlande.** 

*  SceH«aiXtf,  Aa  III.  fie.  ii.  <*  O,  it  offends  me  to  the  lbttl>  to  hftf 
s  roboftioos  ^twr^-pated  fellow  tear  a  paflioa  to  totttri.** 

Vsi,  I.  Pa«t  JI.  •H  So, 
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OKHI  ttfe*.  It  appears  firom  a  pa^^  is  ! 
Ane  tf  Emglijb  Pufie^  >5^>  ^^'^  riiaids 
occafimis  o&d  bj  ue  afiiors  of  ihoTe  days* ;  and  it  wsKf 
be  iBferrcd  frooi  a  Icene  in  one  of  oar  aothor's  cofBedies^ 
tiiat  tkey  were  (bmetimcs  worn  in  his  time,  by  thofe  wiM> 
perlbrmed  female  chancers  ^.  Bot  tkis,  I  imagine^ 
was  very  rate.  Some  of  the  female  part  of  the  andieaot 
likewife  appeared  in  maflu^ 

Both 

So»  in  E'vtrj  Wmum  im  ber  ITiit,  16C9 ;  «  As  none  wear  boodt 
kst  monks  and  ladies,  tnd  fntfaers  ^t  farc4iOfies,  &c.  amr  ftrhrigM 
batfifjers  and  pidnres.** 

*  la  HaU*8  Vtr^Mmtrmmy  1597,  Lib.  HI.  Sat.  5,  the  Mkion«l 
wcasii^  periwigs  is  ridiciiled  as  a  novel  and  fantaffick  cuftom  : 

**  Late  travailing  aloof  in  London  waj, 

*<  Mee  mett  as  feein*d  by  his  Hffuni.  arraj, 

**  A  loftie  courtier,  whofe  curled  bead 

**  With  abron  locks  was  fairely  fumiibed  \ 

^*  I  him  faloted  in  onr  laviib  wife  ; 

**  He  anfwexs  my  untimely  coortefies* 

**  His  bonnet  vaiTdf^-or  erer  he  coold  think, 

<<  The  onmly  winde  blowes  off  his  ftriwrnke^ 

**  He  lights  and  mns,  and  qaickJy  nath  him  fpedy 

**  Tn  orer-take  his  over-mnniog  head.— - 

*<  Is*t  not  fweet  pride,  when  men  their  crownes  muft  ibade 

«  With  that  which  jerks  the  hams  of  every  jade ; 

<'  Or  fioor-ftrowM  locks  from  off  the  barber*s  (bears  ? 

^  fiat  waxen  crownes  well  gree  with  borrowed  haires.** 
s  «<  —partly  (fays  he)  to  fapply  the  want  of  players,  when  there 
were  more  parts  than  there  were  perfons.**  4 

<  la  ji  Midfmmmtr»t/igbt*s  DresMf  Flute  obje^  to  his  playing! 
woman's  part,  becaufe  he  has  «  a  beard  a  coming.**  But  his  friend 
Quince  tells  him,  «  that^s  all  one  $  you  ihall  play  it  in  a  wut/k,  and 
you  may  fpeak  as  fmail  as  you  will." 

4  <«  In  our  aflemblies  at  playes  in  London,  (fays  GofTon,  in  bis 
S^BmU  §/ Abmftf  I579»  Signat.  C.)  you  ihaJl  fee  fuch  hearing  and 
tfioving,  fuch  ytching  and  fliould*ring  to  fitte  by  women,  fuch  care  for 
their  garments,  that  they  be  not  trode  on  ;  fuch  eyei  to  their  lappeip 
that  no  chippes  light  in  them  ;  fnch  pillows  to  their  backes,  that  they 
take  nohorte;  fuch  tmsfiing  in  their  ears,  I  know  not  what  |  focb 
git iflg  them  pippins  to  pais  the  time ;  fuch  playing  at  foot-iaonte 
without  cardes;  fuch  licking,  fuch  toying,  fuch  fmiling,  fuch  wink- 
ing, fuch  manning  them  home  when  the  fportt  are  endedi  that  it  is  a 
right  comedie  to  mark  their  behaviour,** 

.    1  •  S# 
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Both  the  prompter,  or  book-holder,  as  he  was  fome- 
times  called,  and  the  property- man,  appear  to  have  been 
regular  appendages  of  oor  ancient  theatres  '• 

The  ftage-dreiTes,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  were 
much  more  coftly  in  fome  playhoufes  than  others*  Yet  the 
wardrobe  of  even  the  king's  fervants  at  The  Globe  and 
Blackfriars  was«  we  find,  bat  fcantily  fumifhed;   and 

So  alio  the  prologue  to  Marfton's  Favfntf  1606 : 
"  .— —  nor  doth  he  hope  to  win 
*'  Your  laud  or  hand  with  that  moft  common  fin 
'<  Of  vulgar  pens,  rank  bawdry,  that  fmells 
*<  Even  through  your  majksf  ufque  ad  naufeam*** 
AgajD^  In  hi9  Scemrgi  of  yUIainiet  1599: 

«  Oifguifed  Meflalioe, 

<<  I'll  teare  thy  majke,  and  bare  thee  to  the  eyne 
'<  Of  hjffing  boyet,  if  to  the  tbegtm 
**  I  find  thee  once  more  come  for  lecherers/' 
Again,  in  B.  Jonfon*s  verfes,  addrefled  to  Fletcher  on  his  Fsiih/ul 
ihtpberdejt: 

<•  The  wife  and  many-headed  bench  that  fits 
<«  Upon  the  life  and  death  of  plays  and  witi, 
*<  Composed  of  gamefter,  captain,  knight,  knights  maOf 
«  Lady  otpujilf  that  wears  maJke  or  fan, 
«  Velvet  or  ta6Fata  cap,  ranked  in  the  dark 
«  With  the  Ihops  foreman,  or  fome  fuch  brave  fparke* 
*'  (That  may  judge  for  his^^MMJ  had,  before 
«<  They  faw  it  half,  damn*d  thy  whole  play." 
A/ter  the  Reftoration,  maiks,  1  believe,  were  chiefly  worn  in  the 
ti^tre,  by  women  of  the  town.     Wright  complains  of  the  great  num<* 
^  of  maika  in  his  time  t  «  Of  late  the  play-hoafes  are  To  extremely 
pcftered  with  vizard-avtf/lf  and  their  trade,  (occafioning  continual  quar- 
fels  and  abufes)  that  many  of  the  more  civilised  part  of  the  town  are 
oocafy  in  the  company,  and  (hun  the  theatre  as  they  would  a  houfe  of 
fcaadal.**    Hlji,  Hlfrion.  1699,  p.  6. 

'  Ladies  of  anblemilhed  chara^er,  however,  wore  mafks  in  the  boxes, 
in  the  dme  of  Congreve.  In  the  epilogue  to  Durfey*s  comedy  called 
na%ldm»d§  amdtbe  srv,  (no  date)  the  fpeaker  points  to  the  ma/ka 
in  ^hit^di  haxa  :  hut  I  am  not  fure  whether  what  are  now  called  the 
balconies  were  not  meant. 

5  «  I  aiTorc  you,  fir,  we  are  not  fo  ofikioufly  befriended  by  him,  [the 
suthor,]  as  to  have  his  prefence  in  the  tiring.houfe,  to  prompt  us  aloud, 
Aamp  atthe^9«ft-i^/i^r,  fwcar  for  our  properties,  curfe  the  poor  tire-m 
mmt,  rayle  the  maficke  out  of  tune,**  &c,  Indu^on  to  CjMtbia*t 
JUwItf  i6of*  ^ 

Hz  ©or 
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oor  author's  dramas  derived  very  little  aid  from  the 
fplendour  of  exhibition^. 

It  is  w'ell  known,that  in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare^  andftc 
many  years  afterwards,  female  charaders  were  reprefent- 
ed  iolely  by  boys  or  young  men.  Nalhe  in  a  pamphlet 
pablilhed  in  i^gz,  fpeaking  in  defence  of  the  EngUfli 
Rage,  Am//  that  the  players  of  his  time  were  '<  not 
as  the  players  beyond  fea,  a  fort  of  fquirting  bawdie 
corned iansy  that  have  whores  and  common  curtizant  to 
play  women's  parts  ^"  What  Naflie  confidered  as  an 
high  eulogy  on  his  country,  Prynne  has  made  one  of  his 
principal  charges  againft  the  Englilh  ftage ;  having  em- 
ployed feveral  pages  in  his  bulky  volume,  and  quoted 
many  hundred  authorities,  to  prove  that  *'  thofe  playes 
wherein  any  men  ad  women's  parts  in  woman's  apparell 
mud  needs  be  finful,  yea,  abominable  unto  chriftians*.'* 
The  grand  bafis  of  his  argument  is  a  text  in  fcripture  ; 
Deuteronomy,  ch.  xxii.  v.  5.  **  The  woman  (hall  not  wear 
that  which  pertaineth  unto  man,  neither  fhall  a  man  put 
on  a  woman's  garment:"  a  precept, which  Sir  Richard 
Baker  has  juftly  remarked,  is  no  part  of  the  moral  law, 
and  ought  not  to  be  underftood  literally.  '*  Where  (fays 
Sir  Richard)  finds  he  this  precept  ?  Even  in  the  fame 
place  where  he  finds  alfo  that  we  muft  not  weare  cloaths  of 

^  See  the  indudion  to  Ben  Jonfon^i  Sttple  of  News,  a£ted  by  th* 
king*s  femjiti,  in  1625 : 

**  O  Curiofitj,  you  come  to  fee  who  wears  the  new  fuit  to^ay  j 
whofe  doatha  are  beft  pen*d,  whatever  the  part  be  ;  which  adior  hat 
the  beft  leg  and  foot ;  what  king  plays  toitbont  cuffs,  and  his  queen 
mfith$ut  gl9vtts  who  rides  poft  injlockings,  and  dances  in  hoott^ 

It  is,  however,  one  of  Piynne*s  arguments  againft  the  ftage,  in  the 
ioveftive  which  he  publiflied  about  eight  years  after  the  date  of  this 
pitce,  that  **  the  ordinary  theatrical  interludes  were  ufually  aded  m 
tmtr-cMy,  effeminate,  fantaftick,  and  gawdy  apparel.**  Hiflnowuf* 
p.  %\€,  But  little  credit  is  to  be  given  to  that  voluminous  zealot,  oa 
a  queftioA  of  this  kind.  As  the  frequenters  of  the  theatre  were  little 
better  than  incarnate  div'tls,  and  the  mufick  in  churches  the  bUmting  ^f 
knttbcafs,  fo  a  piece  of  coarfe  ftuft' trimmed  witii  tinfel  wasprobib^ 
in  his  opinion  a  rooft  fpfcndid  and  ungodly  drefs. 

▼  Pierce  Pennilejt  bit  Snffplication  to  tbt  Devil,  4tOt  I59Z« 

•  Hijirigmaftix,  4to.  163 ji  p.  179, 

linfey* 
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Uafey-woolfcy :  and  feeing  we  lawfully  now  wear  doaths 
of  linfey-woolfey,  why  may  it  not  be  as  lawful  for  men 
to  put  on  women's  garments*?" 

it  may  perhaps  be  fuppofed  that  Prynne,  having 
thus  vehemently  inveighed  againft  men's  reprcfcnting 
female  characters  on  the  ftage,  would  not  have  been 
averfe  to  the  introdudtion  of  women  in  the  fcene  ;  but 
finfnl  as  this  zealot  thought  it  in  men  to  affume  the  gar- 
ments of  the  other  fex,  he  confidered  it  as  not  lefs  abo- 
minable in  njjomen  to  tread  the  ftage  in  their  own  proper 
drefs :  for  he  informs  us,  that  **  fome  Frenchwomen^ 
or  monfiers  rather,  in  Michaelmas  term,  1629,  attempt- 
ed to  ad  a  French  play  at  the  playhoufe  in  Blackfriers," 
which  he  represents  as  "  an  impudent,  ihameful,  unwo- 
manifh,  gracelefs,  if  not  more  then  whwijb  attempt  *.** 

There 

9  TbiairMmTrittmphsnSftvo.  1670,  p«  16.  Mar^n  Lutber*s coinment 
•n  this  text  is  as  follows :  «  Hlc  non  prohibetur  quia  ad  vitandum  peri- 
caluniy  aut  ludendum  joco,  vel  ad  falleadum  boftes,  mulier  poiSc  ge- 
rere  arma  viri,  et  vir  uti,  vefti  muliebri ;  fed  uC  ferio  eC  ufitato  habicu 
talia  non  fiant)  ut  decora  utrique  fexui  fervetur  dignitas.**  And  the 
learned  Jefuir,  Lorin,  concurs  with  him :  «  Diffimulatio  vefiis  poteil 
interdum  fine  peccato  fieri*  vel  ad  reprefentandam  cornice  tragiceve  per« 
fooam,  vel  ad  efFogiendum  periculum,  vd  in  cafafimiii.**  Ibid*  p.  19* 

■  Hlfrivmsfiixy  p.  4i4«  He  there  calls  it  only  an  attempt,  but  ia 
•  former  page  (215)  he  fays,  <*  they  have  now  thetr  female  players  in 
Italy  and  other  fbreigne  parts,  as  they  had  fuch  French  women  a^ora 
io  a  play  not  long  fince  perfonated  in  Blackfriers  playhoufe,  to  tubleb 
thert  vs$  great  refwt.'*  In  the  margin  he  adds-^*'  in  Michaelmat 
terme,  1629.**  His  account  is  confirmed  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  Of- 
fice-book, in  which  I  find  the  following  notice  of  this  exhibition : 

**  For  the  allowinge  of  a  French  company  to  playe  a  farfe  at  Black- 
ftyersy  this  4  of  November,  1629,-^.2.    o.    o. 

The  fame  company  attempted  an  exhibition  both  at  the  Red  Bull 
and  the  Fortune  theatres,  as  appears  from  the  following  entries : 

<'  For  allowinge  of  the  Frenche  [company]  at  the  Red  Bull  for  • 
daye,  22  Novemb.  i6299-»[^.  2«    o.     o.] 

<*  For  allowinge  of  a  Frenche  companie  att  the  Fortune  to  play  ono 
tftemoone,  this  i4of  Decemb.  1629,— j^.  !•    o.    o. 

w  I  fiiould  have  had  another  peece,  but  in  refpcfi  of  their  ill  fortune^ 
I  was  content  to  bellow  a  peece  back.**    Mf.  Herbert. 

Prynne,  in  conformity  to  the  abfurd  notions  which  have  been  ftated 
fa  the  text,  inferted  in  his  index  tbefe  words :  «  fFimiu  sSors  ngttri^ 

H  3  #irr 
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Soon  ifter  die  period  he  fpaks  of,  a  regular  Fiea 
tkeatre  was  eftabliihed  in  London,  wiiere  witiK 
doobc  women  aded^.  They  had  long  before  appeal 
on  the  Italian   as  well  as  the  French  ftage.    Wh 

Corya 

«BS  mbtrtM  .***  by  which  he  fo  highlf  offimdH  the  king  and  qoccsy  t 
he  was  cried  in  the  Star-chambrr,  and  (enteaoed  to  be  imprilbiiid 
lift,  fined  A  5000,  expelled  Liocoln't  Ian,  diibarred  and  difi|«i 
lied  to  prattie  the  law,  degraded  of  his  degree  in  the  uaiveffiqr»  to 
let  on  the  piUory,  his  ears  cat  oiF,  and  his  book  bomt  by  the  hmndi 
the  common  hangman,  *'  which  rigtrtm  fentence,"  lays  Whitetoc 
«  wasas  rigoroufly  execoted/'  I  qoote  theie  words  as  given  by] 
Barney  from  Whitelocke*s  Manafcript.  It  is  remarkable  that  la 
printed  Mkmokials  the  word  nfrvrnrf  is  omitted  |  from  which  th 
is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  editor  m  1681  took  fome  liberties  with  ( 
manafcript  from  wbich  that  book  was  printed.  The  words  there  a 
**  ^^Vfbicb  fcmtemtt  was  Mfeverefy  ezecated**' 

In  p.  708  of  Prynne^s  book  is  the  following  note,  the  infertioo 
which  probably  incenfed  their  roajefties,  who  often  performed  in  I 
court- mafquesy  not  le(s  than  what  has  been  already  mentioned : 

«  It  is  i«/fflMirxin  this  aothor*s  judgment  [Dion  Caffius]  fore 
perors  or  perfons  of  qaality  to  daact  upon  aftagt,  or  ad  a  play*** 

^  In  the  Ofhce-book  of  Philip  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgon 
ry*  I  find  a  warrant  for  psyment  of  ^.  10.  **  to  Jofias  FJoridor  for  hi: 
felfe  and  the  reft  of  the  French  playerf,  for  a  tragedy  by  them  afl 
before  his  Majeflie  in  Dec.  laft.*'  Dated  Jan.  8,  1635-6.  Their  hoi 
had  been  licenfed,  April  i8»  1635.  I  find  alfo  <<  A  lo.  paid  to  Jo 
Nararro  for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  company  ofspauipt  playersy 
a  play  prefented  before  his  Majeftie*  Dec.  23,  1635.** 

We  ha?e  already  feen  that  Henrietta  Maria  had  a  precedent  for  i 
troducing  the  comedians  of  her  own  country  into  England*  Ki 
Henry  the  Seventh  having  likewife  had  a  company  of  French  playen 

Sir  Henry  Herbert's  manufcript  fumiihes  us  with  the  following  c 
tices  on  this  fubje^l  t 

*«  On  toefday  night  the  17  of  Febroary,  1634,  [1634- c]  a  Frenc 
eompany  of  players,  being  aproved  of  by  the  queene  at  her  houfe  I 
nights  before*  and  commended  by  her  majefty  to  the  kinge*  were  a 
mitted  to  the  Cockpitt  in  Whitehall,  and  there  prefented  the  king  a 
aueene  with  a  Frenche  comedv  called  Milife,  with  good  aprobatioi 
for  which  play  the  king  gives  them  ten  pounds. 

•«  This  dajf  being  friday,  and  the  10  of  the  fame  monthe,  the  kin 
toold  mee  his  pleafure*  and  commanded  mee  to  give  order  that  tl 
Frenche  company  (hould  playe  the  too  fermon  daies  in  the  week 
during  their  time  of  playinge  in  Lent*  and  in  the  houfe  of  Drury-lai 
vhere  the  ooeenes  players  ufually  playe. 

<<  The  kings  pleafure  I  fignlfyed  to  Mr.  Beefton,  [the  Manager 
Pniry-laae  theatre]  the  fame  dayi  who  obeyd  readily. 
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Coryatc  was  at  Venice,  [July  1608,]  he  tells  us,  he  was 
at  one  of  their  playhonfes ^  and  faw  a  comedy  aded.  '<  The 

«  The  houfe.keeperi  are  to  give  them  by  promtfe  the  benefit  of  their 
hiCereft  for  the  too  days  of  the  firil  weeke. 

**  They  had  the  benefitt  of  playinge  on  the  fermon  daief,  and 
|ott  two  hundred  pounds  at  leaft  j  befides  many  rich  clothes  were  given 


**  They  had  freely  to  themfelves  the  whole  weeke  before  the  weeke 
before  Eafter,  which  I  obtaynd  of  the  king  for  them. 

**  The  4  Aprill,  on  Eafter  monday,  they  playd  the  Trempetir  funj^ 
with  better  approbation  than  the  other. 

«  On  Weofday  night  the  i6  Aprill,  1635,  the  French  playd  XTd- 
medcr  with  good  aprobadon.*' 

Jn  a  marginal  note  Sir  Henry  Herbert  adds,  <*  The  Frenche  offered 
nee  a  prefent  of  ^.10;  but  I  refufed  itt,  and  did  them  many  other 
Cttrtefys,  gratis^  to  render  the  queene  my  miftris  an  accepuble  fer* 
vke." 

It  appears  from  a  fubiequent  pafTage,  that  in  the  following  month  a 
theatre  was  ercded  exprefsiy  for  this  troop  of  comedians. 

*<  A  warant  granted  to  Jofias  d^Aunay,  Hurfries  de  Laa,  and 
others,  for  to  ad  playes  at  a  new  houfe  in  Drury-lane,  during  pleafure, 
ycsmay,  1635. 

*<  The  king  was  pleafed  to  commande  my  Lord  Chamberlain  to  di-r 
ltd  his  warrant  to  Monfieur  Le  Fevure,  to  give  him  a  power  to  contra^ 
with  the  Freochemen  for  to  builde  a  play  houfe  in  his  manage-houfe, 
which  was  done  accordinglye  by  my  advife  and  allowance.** 

**  Thes  Frenchmen,**  Sir  Henry  a^ds  in  the  margin,  "  were  com. 
■tended  unto  mee  by  the  queene,  and  have  paft  through  my  handes, 
grtiii*^ 

They  did  not  however  pafs  quite  free,  for  from  a  fobfequent  entry  it 
appears,  that  **  they  gave  Blagrave  [Sir  Henry's  deputy]  three  ponndf 
Uir  his  paines.** 

In  the  following  December  the  French  paftoral  of  Fhriment  was 
ided  at  court  by  the  young  ladies  who  attended  tl^e  queen  from 
Fiance. 

**  The  paftorail  of  FUrimeMt,  {fays  Sir  Henry]  with  the  defcriptioa 
of  the  fceanes  and  interludes,  as  it  was  fent  mee  by  Mr.  Inigo  Tones, 
I  albwed  for  the  prefs,  this  14  of  Decemb.  1635.  The  paftorail  is  in 
French,  and  *tis  the  argument  only,  put  into  Englifli,  that  I  have 
allowed  to  be  printed. 

«  Le  paftoraie  de  Florimene  fuft  reprefente  devant  le  roy  et  la  royne, 
le  prince  Charles,  et  le  prince  Palatin,  le  21  Decem.  jour  de  St* 
Tliomas,  par  les  filles  Franjoife  de  la  royne,  et  firent  tres  bien, 
dMM  la  graode  fale  de  Whitehall,  aux  depens  de  la  royne."  Mf« 
Btrbcrt* 

H  4  houfej. 


104  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

]Mioic»  (lie  adds)  is  reiy  beggarlj  aod  bafc,  ia  4 
of  our  tatcly  jUayknfes  ia  EngUad  ;  aeidKr  cu  tl 
adors  compare  «-itli  as  for  2pparell,  ibcwes,  and  i 
ficke.  Here  1  obfenred  certainc  things  that  1  never : 
before;  for  I  faw  m-omen  ad,  a  thiog  that  I  aevcri 
befme,  tiioegh  I  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  ft 
times  nfed  in  London  ;  and  thej  performed  it  «rtth 
good  a  grace,  adion,  gcthire,  and  whatfoever  con 
nicnt  for  a  player,  as  ever  I  law  any  maicoline  ndor 
The  pradice  of  men's  performing  the^uu  ofwoB 
in  the  fcene  is  of  the  higheft  antiqouy.  On  the  Giec 
fUge  no  women  certainly  ever  oBed^  From*  Platan 
Lite  of  Phocion,  we  learn,  that  in  his  time  (about  tl 
hundred  and  eighteen  years  before  the  Chriftian  era! 
performance  of  a  tragedy  at  Athens  was  interrupted 
fome  time  by  one  of  the  adors»  who  was  to  peribn 
a  quem^  refiifing  to  come  on  tlvc  ftage,  becaaie  he  J 
not  a  fuitable  maik  and  drefs,  and  a  train  of  attends 
richly  habited ;  and  Demoflhenes  in  one  of  his  oratio 
mentions  Theodorus  and  Arillodemus  as  having  of 
reprefented  the  Antigone  of  Sophocles  '•  This  fad  is  \ 

afcertaii 

1  CoryaM*!  Cruium^  4to.  i6ii,  p.  347.  I  have  found  nogro 
fM  thit  wricer't  aflertiooy  that  female  parformen  had  appeared  on 
Eagliih  ftage  before  he  wrote. 

4  Dc  fais.  leg.  torn.  ii.  p.  199*  edit.  Taylor. 

5  See  aifo  Lscian.  de  Salt.  11.  2S5,  edit.  Hemfterhafiu  « 
^ufe*^  (faya  that  lirely  writer)  «  at  ^rft  you  preferred  tragedy 
comedy  and  vagrant  fidlers  and  finging  to  the  harpe,  before  danc 
calling  them  truly  exercifea,  and  therefore  commendable,  let  u 
yray«  compare  them  feverally  with  dancing.  Where,  if  it  pleafe  ; 
we  will  pafs  the  pipe  and  harpe  ai  parts  and  inftrumentsof  danc 
Mid  confider  tragedy  as  it  is ;  firft,  according  to  its  propertyet 
drefs.  What  a  deformed  and  frightful!  fight  is  it,  to  fee  a  man  ra 
to  a  prodigious  length,  Aalking  upon  exalted  buOcins,  his  face  diigu 
with  a  grimme  ▼isardy  widely  gaping,  as  if  Le  meant  to  devour 
fpe£^ators  ?  I  forbear  to  fpeake  of  his  ftuft  brefts,  and  fore-bell 
which  make  an  adventitious  and  artificial  corpulency,  left  his 
natural  leagth  ihouM  carry  difproportion  to  his  (lendcrneflt :  as 
his  clamour  from  within,  when  he  breakes  open  and  unlockes  himfe 
when  he  ho%vlet  iambicks,  and  mod  ridiculoufly  iings  his  own  1 
ferings,  and  renders  htmfelf  by  his  very  tone  odious.  For  as  for 
relit  tb«y  are  inventions  of  aoctent  poets.  Yet  as  long  as  he  pei 
Bites  only  fome  Andr^wiBiht  and  Hecuhf  his  (inging  is  tolerable.  '. 
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afcertadned  by  an  anecdote  preferved  by  Aulus  GcUius. 
A  very  celebrated  ador,  whofe  name  was  Polas,  was 
appointed  to  perform  the  part  of  Eledra  in  Sophocles's- 
play ;  who  in  the  progrefs  of  the  drama  appears  with  an 
arn  in  her  hands,  containing;,  as  ihe  fuppofes,  the  afhes 
of  Oreftes.  The  a£tor  having  fome  time  before  been 
deprived  by  death  of  a  beloved  fon,  to  indulge  his  grief» 
as  it  ihould  feem,  procured  the  urn  which  contained 
the  a(hes  of  his  child,  to  be  brought  from  his  tomb ; 
which  affe£led  him  fo  much,  that  when  he  appeared 
with  it  on  the  fcene,  he  embraced  it  with  unfeigned 
forrow,  and  burft  into  tears  ^. 

That  on  the  Roman  ilage  alfo  female  parts  were 
reprefenred  by  men  in  tragedy,  is  afcertaioed  by  one 
of  Cicero's  letters  to  Atticus,  in  which  he  fpeaks  of 
Aotipho^,  who  performed  the  part  of  Andromache ;  and  by 
apanage  in  Horace,  who  informs  us,  that  Fufius  Phoebus 
being  to  perform  the  part  of  llione,  the  wife  of  Poly m- 
neHor,  in  a  tragedy  written  either  byAccius  prPacuvius^ 

ftr  a  Hercules  to  enter  dolefully  finging,  and  to  forget  hirafelf,  and 
neither  co  regard  his  lyons  ikiQne>  nor  clubbe,  muft  needs  appear  to 
aaj  judging  man  a  foleclfme.  And  whereas  you  didike  that  in  dan* 
cing  men  ihould  a£t  womeo  $  this  i^a  reprehenfioa,  which  holds  for 
tragedies  and  comedyes  too,  in  whicn  aie  more  womens  parts,  chea 
ACM***     Diai^t  on  dancing,  tranflated  by  Jafper  Mayne,  folio,  i66^ 

*  Hiftfio  tn  terra  Giaecia  fuit  rama  celcbri,  qui  geftus  et  vocis  cla- 
ticvdtfie  cc  Tenuftate  caeteris  anteftabaC.  Nooien  fuiiTe  aiunt  Polum  ; 
tragcidiaa  poetarutn  nobilium  fcite  atque  aileverate  aditavit.  Is  Polut 
nnice  amatom  filium  morte  amifit.  £um  lu^um  quum  fatis  vlfus  dk 
doi^iirey  rediit  ad  quaeftum  artis.  In  eo  tempoie  Athenis  Eledram 
Sof>hodia  a^rus,  geftare  urnam  qaafi  cum  Orefti  offibos  dcbebat* 
lea  compofitum  fabulae  argumentum  eft,  ut  veluti  fracris  reljquias 
ferent  Eledra  comploret  commiferaturque  intericum  ejus,  qui  per 
vim  extindus  eziftimatur.  Igttur  Polus  lugubri  habitu  Eledlrae  in. 
dutus  efla  ttqac  uroam  a  fepulchro  tulit  filii,  et  quaA  Orefti  amplex- 
BS  opplevit  omnia  non  fimulachris  neque  imitamentis,  fed  lud^u  at- 
^oe  lamentis  veris  et  fpitantibui.  Itaque  quum  agi  faboia  videretur^ 
dolor  aAus  eft/*     Aul.  Gel.  Lib.  VII.  c.  7. 

Oliret  in  a  note  on  one  of  Cicero's  letters  to  Atticus^  (1.  iv.  c.  1 5.) 
meacioaa  a  iimiiar  anecdote  of  an  adtrefs  called  Stiat  for  which  lie 
^•ocea  the  authority  of  Plutarch  ',  bat  no  fuch  ptrfon  is  mentioned  by 
chat  writer.  Seia,  according  to  Olivet,  performed  the  part  of  Andro- 
nache.     J  fufpedi  he  meant  to  cite  Pitrarcb* 

*  Epiftol.ad  AtticuiDi  Lib.  IV.  c  15. 

and 
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amd  bciJBg  in  die  covie  of  tke  play  to  be  ; 
cf  flcrp  hj  the  cries  of  tlie  ftude  of  Polydoras.  go 
divik,  that  he  fiell  into  a  teal  and  profound  deep*  fi 
whkh  no  noiie  ooold  ronfe  him^. 

Horace  indeed  mentioDs  a  female  ^crfynaar,  c 
cd  Arboknla  * ;  bat  as  we  find  from  his  own  andioi 
that  men  perfonated  women  on  the  Roman  ftage, 
probably  was  only  an  em^eliartM,  who  pedbroKd  iB 
inteilndkrs  and  dances  exhibited  between  the  a£b  aad 
the  end  of  the  play.     Senrios^  caHs  her  jBnM>  but  t 
may  mean  nothing  more  than  one  who  aded  in 
Mimes,  or  danced  in  the  pantomime  dances* ;  and  I 
ieems  the  more  probable  from  the  mitnner  in  which  Am 
mentioned  by  Cicero^  from  whom  we  learn  that  the  par 
Andromache  was  performed  by  a  male  ador  on  that  ti 
day  when  Arbufcola  exhibited  with  the  higheft  applaid 

The  fame  pra&ice  prevailed  in  the  time  of  the  emp 
ors ;  for  in  the  lift  of  parts  which  Nero,  with  a  prepoft 
Otis  ambition »  aded  in  the  pablick  theatre,  we  fiiid  tl 
of  Can  ace,  who  was  reprefented  in  labour  on  the  flagi 

In  the  interludes  exhibited  between  the  ads  undoal 
edly  women  appeared.  The  elder  Pliny  informs 
that  a  female  named  Ln^eCla  aded  in  thdfe  interla< 
for  an  hundred  years^-  and  Galena  Copiola  for  abc 
ninety  years ;  having  been  firft  introduced  on  the  fee 
in  the  fourteenth  /ear  of  her  age,  in  the  year  of  Roi 
672,  when  Caius  Marios  the  younger  and  Cneius  Cai 
were  confuls,  and  having  performed  in  the  104th  yi 
of  her  age,  fix  years  before  the  death  of  Augufbs^ 

7      "  Non  magis  audiVit  quam  Fufiut  cbrius  olim, 
*'  Cum  Iliontm  edormit,  Catienis  mille  ducentii, 
**  Mater  te  apftllt^  clamanubut.**    SaC.  Lib.  II.  Sit.  3. 

Compare  Cicero,  Tu/ewian,  I.  44. 

S       «  —  fatii  cil  equitcm  mihi  plaudere,  utaudax 

*'  Contemptis  aliii  explofa  Arbujcula  dixiu**    Lib.  I.  Sat. 

»  In  Eclog.  X. 

*  Sunt  Afimf,  ut  ait  Claudianut,  qui  Ictii  falibus  facete  rifam  n 
vent }  Panumimi  vero,  ut  idem  ait,  «  nutu  manibufque  loquacc 
Vet.Schol. 

1  Epiftol.  ad  Atticumi  LW.  c.  15. 

*  SuctoA.  in  Neroae,  c.  si. 
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the  confulate  of  C.  Foppseus  and  Quintua  Solpicius, 
A.  U.  0.762*. 

Ennachs  alfo  fometimes  reprefented  women  on  the 

Roman  ftage,  as  they  do  at  this  day  in  Italy ;  for  we 

£nd  that  Sporus,  who  made  fo  confpicuons  a  figure  in 

the  time  of  Nero,  being  appointed  m  the  year  70,  [A. 

U.  C«  823]  to  peribnate  a  nymph,  who,  in  an  interlude 

exhibited  before  Vitellins,   was  to  be  carried  off  by  a 

raviflier,  rather  than  endare  the  indignity  of  wearing  a 

female  drefs  on  the  ftage,  put  himfelf  to  death  ^:  a  nn- 

galar  end  for  one,  who  about  ten  years  before  had  been 

pobiickly  efpoufed  to  Nero,  in  the  hvmeneal  veil,  and 

had  been  carried  through  one  of  the^eets  of  Rome  by 

the  £de  of  that  monfter,  in  the  imperial  robes  of  the 

emprefles,  ornamented  with  a  profiiiion  of  jewels. 

Thus  ancient  was  the  ufaee,  which,  though  not  adopted 
in  the  neighbouring  countries  of  France  and  Italy,  pre- 
vailed in  England  from  the  infancy  of  the  flage.  The 
]>rejndice  againfl  women  appearing  on  the  fcene  con- 
tinned  fo  Urong,  that  till  near  the  time  of  tiie  Refto- 
ration  boys  contfaintly performed  female  charaders ;  and, 
ftrange  as  it  may  now  appear,  the  old  pradice  was 
not  deferted  without  many  apologies  for  the  indecorum 
of  the  novel  ufage.  In  1659  or  1660,  in  imitation  of  the 
ibieign  theatres,  women  were  firft  introduced  on  the 
fcene.  In  1656,  indeed,  Mrs.  Coleman,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Edward  Coleman,  reprefented  lanthe  in  the  Firfl  Part 
of  D'Avenant's.^/V^f  of  Rhodes ;  but  the  little  (he  had  to 
(ay  was  fpoken  in  recitative.  The  firfl  woman  that  ap- 
peared in  any  regular  drama  on  a  publick  ilage,  per- 
formed the  part  of  Defdemona ;  but  who  the  lady  was,  I 
am  unable  to  afcertain.  The  play  of  Othello  is  enume- 
rated by  Downes  as  one  of  the  flock-plays  of  the  king's 
company  on  their  opening  their  theatre  in  Drury-lane  in 
April  1663 ;  and  it  appears  from  a  paper  found  with  Sir 
Henry  Herbert's  Office-book,   and  indorfed  by  him ', 

S  Plio.  Hift.  Nat.  Lib.  VIII.  c.  48. 
4  XiphUini  Vicel.  p.  S09,  edit.  H.  Stephani,  folio,  1592. 
s  See  the  lift  oi  plays  beleoging  to  the  Red  Bull>  in  a  fubrequent 
fsfei  simuk%  i66o.        "* 

that 
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t,...:  ::  \\l.  or.e  ^  r'  :~e  i::,:k-r!i;.  ,  .::'  t!.e  fimc  cornpunr 
from  the  time  ihe/  began  to  piay  without  a  patent  at 
the  Red  Boil  in  St.  John-ftreet.  Mrs.  Hoghs  perfiDriiied 
tkc  part  of  DMcuncmz  in  1663,  when  the  ooapany  re- 
jDOved  to  DruryAznCt  and  obtained  the  title  jof  the  kuig'» 
lerrants;  bat  whether  (he  performed  with  them  while 
they  played  at  the  Red  Bull,  or  in  Vere-ftreet  near 
Claremarkety  has  not  been  afcertained.  Perhaps  Mrs. 
Saunderibn  made  her  fird  eilay  there,  thoagh  ihe  after- 
wards was  enlifted  in  D'Avenant's  company.  The  re« 
ceived  tradition  is,  that  ihe  was  tne  liril  Engliihaftrefs', 
The  verfes  which  were  I'poken  by  way  of  introducing  a 
female  to  the  audience,  were  written  by  Thomas  Jordan, 
and  being  only  found  in  a  very  fcarce  mifcellany  \  I  (hall 
here  tranfcribe  them : 

**  j^  Prologue,  to  introduce  the  fir fl  'woman  that  came  to  a& 
•n  tbeftage,  in  the  tragedy  called  The  Moor  of  Venice. 
«•  I  come,  unknown  to  any  of  the  reft, 
*«  To  tell  you  news;  I  faw  the  lady  dreft: 
••  The  woman  plays  to  day:  miftake  me  not, 
*•  No  man  in  gown,  or  page  in  petticoat: 
•*  A  woman  to  my  knowledge ;  yet  I  can't, 
**  If  I  fhould  die,  make  affidavit  on't. 

3  Mn .  Sanndeifon  (afterwards  Mrs.  Bctterton}  pUjred Juliet,  Ophelis^ 
and,  I  believe,  Cordelia. 

It  (hould  feem  from  the  22d  line  of  the  Epilogue  fpoken  on  the 
•ccaHoo,  that  the  lady  who  performed  Defdemona  was  an  unrearried 
woman.  Mrt.  Hughs  was  married.  The  principal  unmarried  adbefa 
in  the  iCing*s  company  appears  to  have  been  Mrs.  Marihall,  who  it 
liid  to  have  been  aifterwards  fednced  under  a  pretence  of  marriage  by 
Aubrey  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  and  who  might  have  been  the  origwdl 
female  performer  of  Defdemona.  At  that  time  every  unmarried  womaa 
bore  the  title  of  Miftrefs. 

It  is  faid  in  a  book  of  no  authority,  (Curl's  U'xflnry  of  the  Sea£e,) 
and  has  been  repeated  in  various  other  compilations,  that  Mrs.  Norris, 
the  mother  of  the  celebrated  comedian  known  by  the  name  of  ymhilm 
Dick,  was  the  firft  a^ef^  who  appeared  on  the  Engii/h  ftage :  but  th'm 
is  highly  improbable.  Mrs.  Norris,  who  was  in  D'Avenant's  com- 
pany, certainly  had  appeared  in  2662,  but  ihe  was  probably  not  young  } 
for  (be  played  Goody  Tel/  in  Tomn  Shifts,  a  comedy  a^ed  in  1671, 
and  the  Nmrje'in  Reformation,  adcd  in  1675. 

4  jt  Royal  Arhour  of  Loyal  Poefie^  by  Thomas  Jordan,  no  date,  but 
printed,  1  believe,  in  x662«    Jordan  wis  an  a^or  as  well  as  a  poet. 

"  Do 
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••  Do  yoa  not  twitter,  gentleman  ?  I  know 

**  You  will  be  cenfuring :  do  it  fairly  though, 

**  'Tis  f^ffihU  a  virtuous  woman  may 

'*  Abhor  all  forts  of  loofenefs,  and  yet  play; 

"  Play  on  the  flagc,— where  all  eyes  are  upon  her  :— 

**  Shall  we  count  that  a  crime,  France  counts  an  honour  ? 

**  In  other  kingdoms  hufbandt  fafely  truft  'em ; 

*'  The  difference  lies  only  in  the  cuftom* 

'^  And  let  it  be  our  cuftom,  I  advife ; 

"  I'm  fure  this  cuflom's  better  then  th'  excife, 

**  And  may  procure  us  cu(h)m:  hearts  of  flint 

'*  Will  melt  in  paffion,  when  a  woman's  in't* 

«^  Bat  gentlemen,  you  that  as  judges  fit 
•*  In  the  ftar-chamber  of  the  houfe,  the  pit, 
'*  Have  modeft  thoughts  of  hex ;  pray,  do  not  run 
*'  To  give  her  vifits  when  the  play  is  done, 
**  With  *  damn  me^  your  meft  humbU/er*vantt  lady  ;• 
*'  She  knows  thefe  things  as  well  as  you,  it  may  be: 
'*  Not  a  bit  there,  dear  gallants,  fhe  doth  know 
**  Her  own  deferts,— and  your  temptations  too.— 
*'  But  to  the  point: — In  this  reforming  age 
'*  We  have  intents  to  civilize  the  flage. 
**  Our  women  are  defedUve,  and  fo  fizM, 
''  You'd  think  they  were  fome  of  the  guard  difgais'd  ; 
**  For,  to  fpeak  truth,  men  ad,  that  are  between 
**  Forty  and  fifty,  wenches  of  fifteen; 
*^  With  bone  fo  large  and  nerve  fo  incompliant, 
*•  When  you  call  Desdemona,  enter  Giant.— 
*'  We  fhall  purge  every  thing  that  is  unclean, 
**  Ldcivious,  fcurrilous,  impious,  orobfcene; 
**  And  when  we've  put  all  things  in  this  fair  way, 
**  Baeebones  himfelf  may  come  to  fee  a  play  ^" 

The 

5  See  «llb  the  Prologue  to  71k  ^ttmi  Part  of  the  Siege  tfRhodit^ 
^tSLtd  in  April,  x66i,)  which  was  fpoken  by  a  woman  : 
**  Hope  little  from  our  poet's  withered  wit, 
**  From  infant  players,  fcarce  grown  puppets  yet ; 
**  Hope  from  oar  women  lefs,  whofe  baihful  rear 
««  W0Bder*d  to  fee  me  dan  to  enter  here : 
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The  Epilogue  which  conEfb  of  bat  twelve  lines^  i»  in 
the  fame  ftrain  of  apology : 

'*  A  nd  how  do  yoa  like  her  ?  Come,  what  is*t  ^e  drive  at? 

'*  She's  the  fame  thing  in  publick  as  in  private ; 

**  As  far  from  being  what  you  call  a  whore, 

'*  As  Defdemena,  injur'd  by  the  Moor : 

**  Then  he  that  cenfures  her  in  fuch  a  cafe* 

•'  Hath  a  (bol  blacker  than  Othello's  face. 

**  But,  ladies,  what  think jrov^  fbrif  yoa  tax 

*'  Her  freedom  with  di(honoar  to  your  fex, 

**  She  means  to  z€t  no  more,  and  this  ihail  be 

••  No  other  play  but  her  own  tragedy.  J 

**  She  will  (ubmit  to  none  but  your  commands* 

«<  And  take  commiffion  only  from  your  hands." 

From  a  paper  in  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  handwriting  I 
£nd  that  OtbtlU  was  performed  by  the  Red-Bull  com- 
pany»  (afterwards,  his  Majeflies  fervants,)  at  their  new 
theatre  in  Vere-flr^t,  near  Claremarket,  on  Saturday 
December  8, 1660,  for  the  firfl  time  that  winter.  Qn  that 
day  therefore  ^t  is  probable  an  a£h-e{s  firfl  appeared  on 
the  Engliih  ftage.  This  theatre  was  opened  on  Thurf- 
day  November  8,  with  the  play  of  K.  Henry  tbi  Fourth. 
Moil  of  Jordan's  prologues  and  epilogues  appear  to  haviK 
been  written  for  that  company. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  for  fome  time  after  the 
Reiloration  men  alfo  aded  female  parts  ^;    and  Mr. 

Kynafton 

.    «  Each  took  her  Irave,  and  wiih*d  my  danger  paft, 

«  And  though  I  come  back  fafe  and  luidifgrac'd, 

*«  Yet  when  they  fpy  the  win  here,  then  I  doubt 

<<  No  amazon  can  make  them  venture  out; 

**  Though  I  advisM  them  not  to  fear  you  much^ 

**  For  I  prefume  not  half  of  you  are  fuch.** 
^  In  a  prologue  to  a  play  reprefented  before  King  Charles  the  Se* 
cond  very  foon  after  hit  Reftoration^  of  which  I  know  not  the  tide, 
are  the(e  linety  from  which  it  appears  that  fome  youog  mea  a£Ud  the 
farti  of  women  in  that  piece  : 

*•  we  arcforry 

«  We  fhould  this  night  attend  on  h  much  glory 

**  With  fuch  weak  worth;  or  your  clear  iighc engage 

*<  To  view  the  remnants  of  a  ruin'd  ftage  } 

«  For  doubting  we  fliould  never  play  again> 

**  We  have  play*d  all  our  women  ioto  men  | 

«  Thst 
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Kynafton  even  after  women  had  aflumed  their  proper 
rank  on  the  ftage,  was  not  only  endared»  but  admired, 
if  we  may  believe  a  contemporary  writer;  who  aiTures  us, 
'*  that  being  then  very  voung,  he  made  a  complete 
Hage  beauty,  performing  his  parts  fo  well,  (particularly 
Artbiopt  and  A^laura)  that  it  has  iince  been  difputablo 
among  the  judicious,  whether  any  woman  that  fucceeded 
iiim,  touched  the  audience  fofenfibly  as  he'." 

In  D'Avenant*8  company ,  the  firfl  adrefs  that  appeared 
was  probably  Mrs.  Saunderfon,  who  performed  lanthe  in 
1^'be  Siege  of  Rhodes  on  the  opening  of  his  new  theatre 
in  Lincoln's-Inn  Fields,  in  April  1662*.  It  does  not 
appear  from  Downes's  account,  that  while  D'Avenant's 
company  performed  at  the  Cockpit  in  Drury-lane  during 
the  years  1659,  1660  and  j66i,  they  had  any  female 
performer  among  them :  or  that  Othello  was  aded  by 
them  at  that  period. 

In  the  infancy  of  the  Engliih  ftage  it  was  cufbmary 
in  every  piece  to  introduce  a  Clown,  *'  by  his  mimicc 
feftnres  to  breed  in  the  lefs  capable  mirth  and  laughter^.'* 
The  privileges  of  the  Clown  were  very  extenfive ;  for, 
between  the  adls,  and  fometimes  between  the  fcenes,  he 
ddmed  a  right  to  enter  on  the  ftage,  and  to  excite  raer- 
nment  by  any  fj^ecies  of  buffoonery  that  firuck  hira. 
Like  the  Harlequin  of  the  Italian  Comedy,  his  wit  waa 

**  That  are  of  foch  large  fize  for  fleft  and  bonei, 

«  TheyMl  rather  be  taken  for  amazons 

•«  Than  tender  maidt ;  but  your  mercy  doth  pleafe 

**  Daily  to  pafs  by  as  great  faults  as  thefe : 

'<  If  this  be  pardon'd,  we  ihall  henceforth  bring 

«  Better  oblations  to  my  lord  the  king.** 

A  Royal  Arhour^  StC  p.  !!• 
The  author  of  Hir^Aritf  HifirtonteB  fays»  that  Major  Mohon  played 
SelUmeMte  in  Shirley's  LovtU  Cruelty ^  after  the  Reftoration^  and 
CiMwr  mentionj,  that  Kynafton  told  him  he  had  played  the  part  of 
EvsJne  in  the  MaWt  Tragtdyf  at  the  fame  period,  with  fuccefs.  The 
apology  made  to  King  Charles  the  Second  for  a  play  not  beginning  in 
4mit  timey  (<*  that  the  qutem  was  not  /have J f*)  is  well  known.  The  ^ueca 
m  faid  (but  on  no  good  authority)  to  have  beta  Kynafton. 
7  Rtfcimt  A^l/ieaauSf  p.  19. 

*  In  the  following  year  ihe  married  Mr.  Betterton,  and  not  in  1670, 
IS  ii  erroneottfly  aflerud  in  the  Bfrrspbu  Britannic**    She  ailed  by 
fbc  name  of  Mrs.  Betterton  in  Tb*  Slifbted  Msid,  la  x66t« 
9  |ieywood*f  Hyt.  $f  Hornet,  1624. 

often 
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often  extemporal,  and  he  fometimes  entared  into  a  con- 
tcft  of  raillery  and  farcafm  with  fome  of  the  audience  '• 
He  generally  threw  his  thoughts  into  hobbling  doggrel 
verfesy  which  he  made  ihorter  or  longer  as  he  fbun^ 
convenient ;  but,  however  irregular  his  metre  might  be^ 
or  whatever  the  length  of  his  verfes,  he  always  took 
care  to  tag  them  with  words  of  correfponding  found  : 
like  Dryden*s  Doeg, 

•'  He  fagotted  his  notions  as  they  fell, 
**  And  if  they  rhym'd  and  rattled,  all  was  well/' 
Thomas  Wilfon  and  Richard  Tarleton,  both  fworn 
fervants  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  the  mod  popular 
performers  of  that  time  in  this  department  of  the  drama^ 
and  are  highly  praifed  by  the  Continuator  of  Stowe's 
Annals,  for  '*  their  wondrous,  plentiful,  pleafant,  and 
txtemforalvrit^J*   Tarleton,  whofc  comick  powers  were 

fo 
'  In  ^xomt^i  Antip»dtt^  which  was  performed  at  the  theatre  in  Sa-^ 
lUbury-court,  in  1638,  a  hyflay^  as  he  calls  it,  11  reprefented  In  hit 
comedy »  a  word  for  the  application  of  which  we  are  indobted  t6  this 
writer,  there  being  no  other  term  in  our  language  that  I  know  of, 
which  fo  properly  exprefles  that  fpeciea  of  interlude  which  we  find  in 
our  poet*s  Hamlet  and  fome  other  pieces.  The  a£lors  in  thii  ty-fhf 
being  called  together  by  Lord  Letoy,  he  gives  them  fome  inftru^oni 
concerning  their  mode  of  ading,  which  prove  that  the  downi  in  Shik* 
Ifearc'i  time  frequently  held  a  dialogue  with  the  aodiencA  t 
«  Ltt.  Qo;  be  ready.— 

<<  But  you,  (ir,  are  incorrigible,  and 
«*  Take  licence  to  yourfelf  to  add  unto 
"  Your  parts  your  own  free  fancy ;   and  fometimet 
•«  To  alter  or  diminiih  what  the  writer 
**  With  care  and  ikill  compot'd ,  and  when  you  are 
**  To  fpeak  to  your  co-aftors  in  the  fcene, 
*'  T»ar  bold  mter locution  vfitb  the  audientu 

<*  Bip*  That  is  a  way,  my  lord,  hath  been  allowed 
M  On  elder  ftages,  to  move  mirth  and  laughter. 

*'  Ltt»  Yet,  in  the  days  of  Tarleton  and  Kempt^ 
•*  Before  the  ftage  was  purgM  from  barbarifm, 
«  And  brought  to  the  perfe^ion  it  now  (hinei  with. 
**  Then  fools  and  jeflers  fpent  their  wit,  becaufe 
«  The  poets  were  wife  enough  to  fave  their  own 
"  For  profitabler  ufes." 
*  Howes's  edition  of  Stowe*s  CitrffirfV/ir,  163 1,  p«  69s. 
See  aJfo  Gabriel  Harvey'a  Fomr  Letttrt,  410.  1592,  p.  9 :  "  Who  Sa 
I^ondoa  hath  not  heard  of*- hit  fond  difguifinge  of  a  Maftcr  of  Artet 
4  ¥rith 
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fo  great,  that,  according  to  Sir  Richard  Baker,  **  ht 
delighted  the  fpedlators  before  he  had  fpoken  a  word,'* 
is  thus  defcribed  in  a  very  rare  old  pamphlet^  :    •*  The 
Bext,   by  his  fate  of  rufTet,  his  buttoned  cap,  his  taber> 
his  ftanding  on  the  toe,  and  other  tricks,  I  knew  to  be 
cither  the  body  or  refemblance  of  Tarlton,  who  living, 
for  his  pieafant  conceits  was  of  all  men  liked,  and,  dying, 
for  mirth  left  not  his  like."    In  1611  was  publifhed  a 
book  entitled  his  Jeafis,  in  which  fome  fpecimens  are 
given  of  the  extempore  wit  which  our  anceilors  thought 
fo  excellent.     As  he  was  performing  fome  part  **  at  the 
Bull  in  fii(hops.gate-ilreet,  where  the  Queenes  players 
oftentimes  played,"  while  he  was  **  kneeling  down  to 
aike  his  fathers  bleffing,"   a  fellow  in  the  gallery  threw 
an  apple  at  him,  which  hit  him  on  the  cheek.  He  imme- 
diately took  up  the  apple,  and  advancing  to  the  audience, 
addrelTed  them  in  thefe  lines  : 
*'  Gentlemen,  this  fellow,  with  his  face  of  mapplc*, 
"  Inftead  of  a  pippin  hath  throwne  me  an  apple ; 
**  fiut  as  for  an  apple  he  hath  caft  a  crab, 
*'  So  inftead  of  an  honeil  woman  God  hath  fent  him  a 
drab. 

"  The 
Vith  ruffianly  haire,  unfeemely  apparell,  and  more  unfeeraely  com- 
pany^ his  vaineglorious  and  Thrafonicall  bravery;  his  piperly  cx/oipo- 
rijimg  znd  TarletOHixing  f^' &c,  ' 

3  KiniUHarui  Dreamt,  by  Henry  Chettle,  4to.  no  date,  but  pub* 
fiflied  in  Dec.  1592. 

♦  This  appears  to  have  been  formerly  a  common  farcafm.     "thtrt 
is  a   tradition   yet  preferved  in  Stratford,  of  Shakfpeare^s  comparing 
the  carbunded  face  of  a  drunken  blaclcfmlth  to  a  mafle.     The  black- 
iioaith  accofted  him,  as  he  wa)  leaning  over  a  mercer^s  door>  with 
<*  Now,  Ma.SHAKSPKARE,  tell  me,  if  you  can, 
"  The  dift'erence  between  a  youth  and  a  young  man.** 
to  which  our  poet  immediately  replied, 

**  Thou  fon  of  fire,  with  thy  face  likiamafitf 
*^  The  fame  difference  as  between  a  fcalded  and  a  coddled 
apple." 
Thjs  anecdote  was  related  near  fifty  years  ago  to  a  gentleman  at 
Stratford  by  a  perfon  then  above  eighty  years  of  age,  whofe  father 
might  have  been  contemporary  with  Shakfpsare.    It  is  obfervable  that 
*  fimilar  imagery  may  be  traced  in  the  Comity  of  Errors  : 
"  Though  now  this  graitud  faa  of  mine  he  hi4i*  Sec. 
TIk  bark  of  the  maple  ii  uncommonly  rough,  and  the  grain  of  one 
Vol.  I.  Pait  II.  *l  of 
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'*  The  people/'  fays  the  relater,  <'  laughed  heartily  | 

for  the  fellow  had  a  quean  to  his  wife." 

Another  of  thefe  tlories»  which  I  (hall  give  in  the 
author's  own  words,  eftablifhes  what  I  have  already 
mentioned,  that  it  was  cufbomary  for  the  clown  to  talc 
to  the  audience  or  the  actors  ad  libitum. 

**  At  the  Bull  at  Bifhops-gate*  was  a  play  of  Hemwy 
tbi  F.  [the  performance  which  preceded  Shakfpeare's^J 
wherein  the  judge  was  to  take  a  box  on  the  eare  ; 
and  becaufe  he  was  abfent  that  (hould  take  the  blow, 
Tarlton  himfelfe,  ever  forward  to  pleafe»  tooke  upon 
him  to  play  the  fame  judge,  befides  his  own  part  of 
the  clowne ;  and  Knel,  then  playing  Henry  the  Fifth, 
bit  Tarlton  a  found  box  indeed,  which  made  the  people 
laugh  the  more,  becaufe  it  was  he  :  but  anon  the  judge 
goes  in,  and  immediately  Tarlton  in  his  clownes  doathf 
comes  out,  and  afks  the  adors,  What  news  ?  O,  faith 
one,  had'il  thou  been  here,  thou  fhouldeft  have  ieen 
Prince  Henry  hit  the  judge  a  terrible  box  on  the  eare. 
What,  man,  faid  Tarlton,  ilrike  a  judge !  It  is  true, 
i'faith,  faid  the  other.  No  other  like,  faid  Tarlton, 
and  it  could  not  be  but  terrible  to  the  judge,  when  the 
report  fo  terrifies  me,  that  methinks  the  blowe  remains 
fhll  on  my  cheeke,  that  it  burnes  again.  The  people 
laught  at  this  mightily,  and  to  this  day  I  have  heard 
it  commended  for  rare ;  but  no  marvell,  for  he  had  many 
of  thefe.  But  I  would  fee  our  cloiunes  in  thefe  days  doe 
the  like.  No,  I  warrant  ye ;  and  yet  they  thinke  well 
of  themfelves  too." 

The  laft  words  ihew  that  this  pra&ice  was  not  difcon« 
tinued  in  the  time  of  Shakfpear6,  and  we  here  fee  that 
he  had  abundant  reafon  for  his  precept  in  Hamlet: 
*«  Let  thofe  that  play  your  clo*wns,  fp^^^  "^  ^ore  than  is 
fet  down  for  them ;  for  there  be  of  them,  that  will  them- 
felves laugh,  to  fet  on  fome  quantity  of  barren  ipedtators 
to  laugh  too ;  though  in  the  mean  time  fome  necejjary  quef^ 
tiott  of  the  flay  he  then  to  he  conjider'd.'* 

•f  the  forts  of  thii  tree  (according  to  EveljD)  is  ^  undultted  Kn4 
crifped  into  variety  of  cutis." 

This 
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This  pra&ice  was  undoubtedly  coeval  with  the  Eng. 
iiih  ftage ;  for  we  are  told  that  Sir  Thomas  More*  while 
he  lived  as  a  page  with  Archbifhop  Moreton,  (about  the 
year  1490^)  as  the  Chriflmas  plays  were  going  on  in  the 
palace,  would  feme  times  fuddenly  flep  upon  the  ftage^ 
■•*  without  ftudying  for  the  matter,"  and  exhibit  a  part  of 
his  own,  which  g^ve  the  audience  much  more  entertaia- 
jnent  than  the  w)iolc  performance  befides '. 

But  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Clown  was  to  enter- 
tain the  audience  after  the  play  was  finifhed,  at  which 
time  themes  were  fometimes  given  to  him  by  fome  of  the 
fpedators,  to  defcant  upon^;  but  more  commonly  the 
audience  were  entertained  by  a  jig.  A  jig  was  a  lu- 
dicrous metrical  compofition,  often  in  rhime,  which  was 
fung  by  the  Clown,  who  likewife,  I  believe,  occafion* 
aliy  danced,  and  was  always  accompanied  by  a  tabor 
and  pipe'.     In    thefe   jigs   more   perfons   than  one 

were 

S  Roper*f  Lift  and  Death  tf  More,  Zso»  17x6,  p,  %• 
^  «  I  remeoiber  I  was  once  at  «  play  in  the  country,  where,  at 
Tarlton*t  ufe  was,  the  play  being  done,  every  one  fo  pleafed  $9  tbrwm 
mp  bis  tbeame  :  amongft  all  the  reft  one  was  read  to  this  effe^,  word 
by  word : 

«<  Tarlton,  I  am  one  of  thy  friends  and  none  of  thy  foct, 
<<  Then  I  pr'ythee  tell  how  thou  cam'ft  by  thy  flat  nofe,**  &c. 
To  thk  challenge  Tarleton  immediately  replied  in  iotu  linet  of  loofe 

7  M  Out  Upon  them,  [the  players,]  tiief  %oUe ear  trade^— they  open 
•ur  crolTe- biting,  our  conny-catchsog,  ^ur  trainea,  eiir  traps,  our 
gins,  our  fnares,  our  fobtilttes  $  for  no  fooner  have  we  a  tricke  of  de- 
ceipt,  hut  they  make  it  commoi^  J^H*'^€^9  '^  makii^  jeaftt  of 
«s,  that  VYery  boy  can  point  out  our  houEs  as  diey  pcffle  by**. 

Xtnd'Uartn  Drtame^  SigaaU  S  3.  \f. 
See  alfo  P/Vrre  Pinnileffi,  Sec,  ijfa : 

"  -— .—  like  the  queiat  coaediam  of  our  dme, 
<<  That  when  the  play  is  dooe,  do  fall  eo  iliiMe,**  Ice* 
80,  in  jt grange  Harfe-ratet  by  Thomas  Dcckci^  x6ig  : 
*•  Now  aa  after  the  cleare  ftream  hath  glided  away  in  his  owne  c«r<- 
rent,  the  bottom  is  muddy  and  troubled  ;  and  as  I  have  often  fceo  i^ttr 
tbtJiniAmg  offomi  vfortby  trageJhf  or  cataftrophe  in  the  open  theatrea^ 
that  the  fceane,  after  the  epilogue,  hath  been  more  black,  about  a 
■afty  bawdy  jiggt,  then  the  moft  horrid  fcene  in  the  play  was;  the 
itinkards  fpcaking  all  things,  yet  no  man  underftaoding  any  thing ;  a 
auitiny  being  asMogft  tbesii,  yet  none  ia  daofer;  no  tumult,  and  yet 

la  '  na 


ii6         HISTORICAL   ACCOUNT 

were  fometimes  introduced.  The  original  of  the  en- 
tertainment which  this  buffoon  afforded  our  anceftora 

betweea 

BO  qujetoefs;  no  mifchiefe  begotten^  and  yet  mifchiefe  borne;  tbe 
fwiftnefs  of  fuch  a  torrent,  the  more  it  over-whelms,  breeding  the 
more  pleafure ;  fo  after  thefc  worthies  and  conquerors  had  left  the 
field,  another  race  was  ready  to  begin,  at  which,  though  the  perfoot 
in  it  were  nothing  equal  to  the  former,  yet  the  ihoutes  and  noyfe  tt 
thefe  was  as  great,  if  not  greater.** 

The  following  lines  in  Hall't  Satires,  IS97»  ^^"^  ^^o  to  alkde 
to  the  fame  cuftom  : 

«  One  higher  pitchM,  doth  fet  his  foaring  thought 

«  On  crowned  kings,  that  fortune  hath  low  brought, 

«  Or  feme  upreared  high-afpiring  fwaine, 

<<  As  it  might  be,  the  Turlciih  Tamburlsine. 

«  Then  weeneth  he  his  bafe  drink-drowned  fpright 

«  Rapt  to  the  three-fold  loft  of  heaven  hight, 

<<  When  he  conceives  upon  his  fained  ftage 

«  The  flalking  fteps  of  his  great  perfonage ; 

<<  Graced  with  huff-cap  termes  and  thundering  threats^ 

«<  That  his  poor  hearers*  hayre  quite  upright  lets. 

«  Such  foone  as  fome  brave-minded  hungrie  youth 

*'  Sees  fitly  frame  to  his  wide-drained  mouth, 

<'  He  vaunts  his  voyce  upon  an  hyred  ftage, 

<<  With  high-fet  fteps,  and  princely  carriage:-* 

•<  There  if  h^'can  with  termes  Italianate, 

«  Big-founding  fentences,  and  words  of  ftate, 

<<  Faire  patch  me  up  his  pure  iambick  verfe, 

<«  He  raviflies  the  gazing  fcafFolders.— 

<<  Now  leaft  fuch  frightful  (howes  of  fortunes  falfj 

<<  And  bloudy  tyrant;.*  rage,  fliould  chaace  appall 

«  The  dead-lfaruck  audience,  midfi  thtjiltnt  rout 

*^  Comet  leaping  in  m  felfe^muformed  hut, 

«  And  laugbesy  and  grins t  and  frames  his  mimic k  face f 

«<  And  jufilis  ftraight  into  tbe  princes  place  : 

**  Then  dotb  tbe  theatre  eccbo  all  aloud 

**  fyitb  gladfome  noyfe  of  that  applauding  croud* 

*•  A  goodly  hocb'pocht  when  vile  rujfettmgs 

<<  Are  matcbt  with  monarcbs  and  with  mightie  kings  /*'  &c. 
The  entertainments  here  alluded  to  were  probably  **  the  fond  and 
frivolous  jeftores,**  defcribed  in  the  preface  to  Marlowe's  Tamburlaine$ 
1590,  which  the  printer  fays,  he  omitted,  «  as  farre  unmeete  for  the 
matter,  though  they  have  been   of  fome  Taine  conceited  fondlings 
greatly  gaped  at,  what  times  they  were  (hewed  upon  the  ftage  in  their  ' 
graced  deformities.*' 
Ic  fliould  ieem  from  D*A?enaAt*s  prologue  to  Tbt  fTitt,  when  t&ed 
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between  the  ads  and  after  the  play,  may  be  traced  to 
the  fatyrical  interludes  of  Greece^,  and  the  Atellans 
and  Mimes  of  the  Roman  flage  ^     The  Exodiarii  and 

Emboliaria 

tt  the  Duke*s  theatre,  in  i662«  that  thit  fpeciei  of  eatertainment 
was  not  even  then  entirely  difufed: 

«  So  country  J/j^j  and  farces,  mist  smenr 

"  Heroick  fcenes,  make  plays  continue  long.'* 
Blount  in  his  G/o^^ra/^itf,  1681,  5th  edit,  deiioes  a  farce,  <<  A 
fond  and  diirolute  play  or  comedy.     Alfo  the  j/^.at  the  end  of  an  inters 
lude,  wherein  fome  pretty  knavery  is  aded/* 

Kempe's  Jigg  of  tb*  KitcbiM-kufft-voomMni  and  Pbilipt  his  Jigg  of 
the  Slyppertf  vrere  entered  on  the  Stationers*  books  in  1595;  but! 
know  not  whether  they  were  printed.     There  isj  I  belieTej  no  jig 
now  extant  in  prbt. 
'      <'  Carmine  qui  tragico  vilem  certavit  ob  hircumy 

«  Mox  etiam  agreftes  Satyros  nudavit,  et  afper 

<*  Incolumi  gravitate  jocum  temavit,  eo  quod 

«  lllecebris  erat  et  grata  novitate  morandus 

*«  Spe^ator,  fundtufque  facris,  et  potus  et  exlex.'* 

Hot.  de  Arte  PoeticOm 
9      **  Urbicus  exodio  rifum  movet  AftUantg 

««  Geftibus  Autonoesj— ,"  Tuv.  Sat,  VI.  71. 
'*  Exodiarius  in  fine  ludorum  apud  veteres  intrabat,  quod  ridiculus 
foret ;  ut  quicquid  lacrymarum  atque  triftitiae  cuegifl'ent  ex  traglcis 
affe^ibus,  hujus  fpedaculi  rifus  detergeret.**  Vet.  SchoL  «  As  an 
old  commentator  on  Juvenal  affirms,  the  ExoJiarii,  which  were  fing- 
ers and  dancers,  entered  to  entertain  the  people  with  light  fongs  and 
mimical  geftures,  that  they  might  not  go  away  opprefled  with  melan- 
choly from  thefe  facred  pieces  of  the  theatre.''  Dryden's  Dedication  to 
his  Tranflation  of  Juvenal.  See  alfo  Liv.  lib.  vii.  c.  2.  Othen 
contend  that  the  Exodia  did  not  folely  fignify  the  fongt,  &c.  at  the 
condufion  of  the  play,  but  thofe  alfo  which  were  fung  in  the  middle  of 
the  piece  ;  and  that  they  were  fo  called,  becaufe  they  were  introduced 
t^tiixist  that  is,  incidentally,  and  unconneAed  with  the  principal  en- 
tertainment. Of  this  kind  undoubtedly  were  the  i/uCoXa  or  epifodes^ 
introduce4  between  the  a£ts,  as  the  natiia  were  the  fongs  fung  at  the 
opening  of  the  play. 

The  Atellan  interludes  were  fo  called  from  Atella,  a  town  in 
Italy,  from  which  they  were  introduced  to  Rome  :  and  in  procefs  of 
time  they  were  a^ed  fometimes  in  the  middle,  and  fometimes  at  the 
tod,  of  more  ferious  pieces.  Thefe,  as  we  learn  from  one  of  Cicero*s 
ktterii  gave  way  about  the  time  of  Julius  Caefar*s  death  to  th^ 
Mmrt,  which  confifted  of  a  grolfer  and  more  licentious  pleafantry 
than  the  Atellan  interludes.  **  Nunc  venio,**  fays  Cicero,  «  ad 
jociiiooes  taasj  cum  to  fecundiim  Oeaomaum  Accii^  non  ut  olini 
I  3  folebat 
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EmMimrU  of  the  Muses  are  BBdoobiedlf  ike  resMe 
progeaitors  of  the  Vice  and  Cknifii  of  ov  ancienc 
dramas'. 

No 

IbleKaty  Ate8iBaa»  fed  ut  wmm  ft^  mnnim  istndas^fi.**  JEj^jf. 
miFmm,\X»  i6.  The  AtdlaaiDtcrhsdq,  buwtfu>  were  not  wKolty 
4i(uied  afur  the  introdudaoB  of  tbe  Mimes  }  as  is  sfocftaioed  b]f » 
paiFafe  in  SaetoiuM's  Lite  of  Nero,  c  39. 

M  Mtnun  ct  vel  pnecipae  noUbiJe  inter  hcc  fmit«  nihil  earn  patiendot 
^«am  maledi^  et  coavitia  homioom  tvlilie  \  ne^ue  in  altos  leniorcQ 
qoam  qui  fe  didis  ante  aot  carminibu-s  lacetiMcmt,  extitifle.— >Tnn- 
feantem  eum  Ifidonw  Cymcns  io  publico  dara  voce  compoetat,  quod 
Nauplii  mala  bcae  cantitarety  faa  bona  male  difpoaere;*  £t  Datii» 
jbtltamsrmm  htftrio^  in  cantico  qoodam^  iy^mtn  ^drgf^  iytaHn  /Mvrtf^ 
ita  demonftraverat,  at  bibentem  natantemque  faceiet,  exirom  fcilicet 
Claudii  Agrippinseque  fignificans  \  et  in  ooriffima  claofola,  Orcu$  ««- 
bit  duiit  ptdesf  fenatom  geftu  notarct.  Hiftriooem  et  philofopbom 
Nero  nihil  amplios  qoam  orbe  Italiaque  fabmorit,  vel  contemptu  cm- 
nis  infamiar,  vel  ne  fatendo  dolorcm  irritaret  ingcnia.**  See  alio 
Galb.  c.  13. 

I  do  not  find  that  die  ancient  French  theatre  had  an)*  exhibition  ex- 
adiy  correfponding  with  this,  for  their  Sottix  rather  refembled  the 
Atellan  farces,  in  their  original  ftate,  when  they  were  performed  as 
a  diftind  exhibition,  unmixed  with  any  other  intcilude.  Ac  txinJOi 
given  by  Mr.  Warton  from  an  old  Aar  or  Poxtxt  publiiked  ia 
154S,  furoiihes  us  with  this  account  of  it :  <<  The  French  farce  con- 
tains nothing  of  the  Latin  comedy.  It  has  neither  ads  nor  fcenes, 
which  would  fenre  only  to  introduce  a  tedious  prolixity  :  for  tbe  true 
fubjed  of  the  French  farce  or  Sottix  is  every  fort  of  foolery,  which 
has  a  tendency  to  provoke  laughter.—- The  fubjed  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  comedy  was  totally  dif^rent  from  every  thing  on  the  French 
ftage ;  for  it  had  more  morality  than  drollery,  and  often  as  much 
truth  as  fi^on.  Our  Moxalities  hold  a  place  indift'errntly  bcj 
tween  tragedy  and  comedy^  but  our  farces  are  really  what  the  Romans 
called  Mima  or  Priafees,  the  intended  end  and  tfftGt  of  which  was 
cxceflive  laughter,  and  on  that  account  they  admitted  all  kind  of 
licentioufocrsy  as  our  farces  do  at  prefent.  In  the  mean  time  their 
pleafantry  does  not  derive  much  advantage  from  rhymes,  however 
flowing,  of  eight  fyUables.**    Hist,  or  Enc.  Poitry,  Vol.  III. 

SI.  350.  Scaliger  exprefsly  mentions  the  two  fpecies  of  drama  above 
efcribcd,  as  the  popular  entertainments  of  France  in  his  time.  «<  Santo 
%itar  duo  genera,  quse  etiam  vicatim  et  oppidatim  per  univerfam 
Galliam  mirificis  artificibus  circumferuntur ;  Moralx,  et  Rioi- 
CULVM.**    futUii  lib.  I.  c.  X.  p.  17,  edit.  1567. 

■  The  cxsA  conformity  between  our  Clowns  and  the  Exodtgrii  and 
MmMmst  of  the  Romia  ftage  is  afcertained^  not  only  by  what  I 

4  have 
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No  writer  that  I  have  met  with,  intimates  that  in  the 
time  of  Shakipeare  it  was  cuftomary  to  exhibit  more 
thaQ  a  iingle  dramatick  piece  on  one  day  *,  Had  any 
Sorter  pieces,  of  the  fame  kind  with  oar  modem  ^uxes, 
(beiide  the  jigs  already  mentioned,)  been  prefented  after 
the  principal  perfbrmance,  fome  of  them  probably  would 
have  been  printed ;  but  there  are  none  extant  of  an 
earlier  date  than  the  time  of  the  Reftoration '.  The 
pra£Uce  therefore  of  exhibiting  two  dramas  fucceffively 
m  the  fame  afternoon,  we  may  be  aiTured,  was  not 
eftabliihed  before  that  period.  Bat  though  our  ancient 
audiences  were  not  gratified  by  the  reprefentation  of 
more  than  one  drama  in  the  fame  day,  the  entertain- 
ment in  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  was  diver- 
fified,  and  the  populace  diverted,  by  vaulting,  tumbling, 
flight  of  hand,  and  morrice*dancing^;  and  in  the  time 

of 
hive  ftated  in  the  text,  but  by  our  author*s  contemporary  Philemon 
HoUaad,  by  whom  that  paiTage  in  Pliny  which  it  referred  to  in  a 
former  page,— «  Lucceia  mima  centum  annit  in  foena  pronuntiavit. 
Galcria  Copiola,  tmMiaria,  redu^ta  eft  in  fcenam,— annum  centefli- 
mum  quajtum  agens,*'— is  thus  tranilated :  <<  Lucceia,  a  common 
Vicx  in  a  play,  followed  the  ftage,  and  aded  thereupon  loo  yeeres* 
Snch  another  Vicx,  tbmt  flaied  tbefooJtf  tini  wtade  Jforte  hetto^tMt 
nhUet  is  iuSerliuUif  named  Oaleria  Copiola,  was  brought  to  a&  on 
the  ftage,-*when  Ae  was  in  the  104th  yeere  of  her  age*"* 

*  Tie  Ycrk&irt  tragedy f  w  MVt  O/u,  indeed,  appears  to  have 
been  one  of  roar  pieces  that  were  reptefented  on  the  fame  day ;  an4 
fktcher  has  alfo  a  piece  called  F^ur  Pleyt  in  Oati  but  probably  thefe 
were  either  exhibited  on  (broe  particular  occaiion,  or  were  inefie^ual 
efforts  to  introduce  a  new  fpecies  of  amoiement}  for  we  do  not  find 
aay  other  inftances  of  the  fame  kind. 

s  In  1663,  as  I  learn  from  Sir  Henry  Herbert^s  Mfs.  Sir  William 
D'Avenant  produced  The  Fiajbomfe  to  hi  lei.  The  fifth  ad  of  thia 
heterogeneous  piece  is  a  mock  tragedy,  foonded  on  the  a^oos  of 
Cciar,  Anthony,  and  Cleopatra.  This,  Langbaine  fays,  ufed  to  be 
aded  at  the  theatre  in  Dorfet  Garden,  f  which  was  not  opened  till 
Korember  167 1,)  after  the  tragedy  of  Pow^n,  written  by  Mrs* 
Catharine  Phillips  ;  and  was,  I  believe,  the  firft  farce  that  appeared  on 
the  Engliih  ftage.  In  1677,  The  Cheats  o/Scap'm  was  performed,  as  a 
lecond  piece,  after  Titus  aad  Bereaice,  a  play  of  three  a^,  in  order  to 
faroifh  out  an  exhibition  of  the  ufual  length :  and  about  the  fame  time 
farces  were  produced  by  Duffiet,  Tate,  and  others. 

4  ••  For  the  eye,  befides  the  beaatie  of  the  hoofes  and  the  fUges, 
I  4  he 
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of  Shakfpcarc,  by  the  extern iK)raneoas  buiFoonery  of  the 
CIowDy  whenever  he  chofe  to  folicit  the  attention  of  the 
audience  ;  by  flnging  and  dancing  between  the  ads»  and 
either  a  fong  or  the  metrical  jig  already  defcribed  at 
the  end  of  the  piece  ^ :  a  mixture  not  more  heterogene- 
ous 
he  [the  devil]  fendeth  in  garifli  apparell,  mafquesy  vaultitigt  tmrnhlingf 
daunc'mg o/rigges,  galiarJes,  monfces,  bohby-borfes,  Jbiwing  ofjtggliag 
ctijitti — notoing  forgot,  that  might  feive  to  fet  out  the  matter  with 
pompe,  or  raviHi  the  beholders  with  variety  of  pleafurc.**  Fhyet 
Confuted  in  fve  aflions.     By  Stephen  GoHon.  Signat.  £. 

i  See  Beaumont's  Verfss  to  Fletcher  on  his  Faithful  Sbepbtrieft  s 
**  Nor  want  there  thofe,  who,  as  the  bty  does  dance 
«  Between  the  ads>  will  cenfure  the  whole  play/* 

So  alfo,  in  Sir  John  Davies*s  EriCRAMS,  no  date,  but  printed  In 
1598; 

«  For  as  we  fee  at  all  the  play-houfe  doores, 
<*  When  ended  is  the  play,  the  dance,  in(\Joiig$ 
•*  A  tlioufand  townfmen/'  &c. 

Hcntzner  obferves,  that  the  dances,  when  he  was  in  London  in  159^9 
were  accompanied  with  exquiiite  mulick.  See  the  pafTage  quoted  from 
his  Itinerary,  in  p.  45,  n.  i. 

That  in  the  ftjge-dances  boys  in  the  drefs  of  women  fometimet 
joined,  appears  to  me  pwbable  from  Prynne's  inventive  againft  the 
theatre  :  "  Stage-playes,"  fays  he,  <*  by  our  own  modern  experience 
are  commonly  attended  with  mixt  e^eminate  amorous  dancing.** 
HiftriomaftiXf  p.  259.  From  the  fame  author  we  learn  that  fongs  were 
frequently  fung  between  the  afts.  **  By  our  owne  moderne experience 
there  is  nothing  more  frequent  in  all  our  Hage-playes  then  amorous 
paftoral  or  obfccnc  lafcivious  lovefongs,  moft  melodioufly  chanted  out 
upon  the  ftage  betweene  each  feveral  adion;  both  to  fupply  that 
chafnae  or  vacant  interim  which  the  tyring-houfe  takes  up  in  changing 
the  actors*  robes,  to  fit  them  for  fome  other  part  in  the  enfuing  fcene,— • 
»s  likewife  to  pleafe  the  itching  eare?,  if  not  to  inflame  the  outrageous 
luAs,  of  lewde  fpe£lators,**     Ibidem,  p.  262. 

In  another  place  the  author  quotes  the  following  pafTage  from 
Eufebius.  **  What  feeth  he  who  runnes  to  play*houfes  ?  Diabolical 
fongs,  dancing  wenches,  or,  that  I  may  fpeake  more  truely,  girlcs 
toffed  up  and  downe  with  the  furies  of  the  devil,**  ["  Jt good  de 
/fri^/icji  (adds  Prynne)  of  our  dancing  frmaiet**^']  **  For  what  doth 
this  dancereflTe  f  She  moft  impudently  uncovers  her  head,  which  Paul 
hath  commanded  to  be  always  covered ;  (he  turnes  about  her  necke 
the  wrong  way$  flie  throweth  ab«ut  her  haire  hither  and  thither* 
Even  thcfe  things  verily  arc  done  by  her  whom  the  Devill  hath.pof- 
fcffed.*'     Ibidem,  p.  534- 

It  does  not  appear  whether  the  puritanical  writer  of  this  treatife 

alludes 
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was  than  that  with  which  we  are  now  daily  prefented,  a 
tragedy  and  a  farce.  In  the  dances,  I  believe,  not  only 
men,  but  boys  in  women's  drefles,  were  introduced :  a 
pradice  which  prevailed  oil  the  Grecian  ftage  ^,  and  in 
France  till  late  in  the  lafl  century  ^. 

The  amufements  of  our  anceftors,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  play,  were  of  various  kinds.  While 
ibme  part  of  the  audience  entertained  themfelves  with 
reading',  or  playing  at  cards »,  others  were  employed 
in  lefs  refined  occupations ;  in  drinking  ale ',  or  fmok- 

ing 

allodes  in  the  obfervation  inferted  in  crotchets  to  boys  dancing  on 
the  ftage  in  wnmen*s  cl oaths,  or  to  female  dancers  in  private  houfcs« 
The  fubje^  ioimedtately  before  him  (hould  rather  lead  to  the  former 
interpretation.  Women  certainly  did  not  dance  on  the  ftage  in  his 
time. 

*  See  p.  104,  n.  5. 

7  <*  Dans  le  ballet  de  Triompbe  de  VAmaur  en  16S1,  on  vit  pour  la 
premiere  fois  de  danfeufes  fur  le  theatre  de  TOpera  t  auparavant 
c'etoient  deux,  quatre,  fix,  ou  huit  danfeurs  qu*on  habilloit  en  fem- 
ales."     Oeuvret  de  M,  De  Smint-Foixy  torn.  iii.  p.  416. 

•  So,  in  Fitz-Jcoffcry*5  5tff;r«,  1617: 

**  Ye  worthy  worthies !  none  elfe,  might  I  chufc, 
*'  Doc  I  defire  my  poefie  perufef 
«*  For  to  fave  charges  ert  tbe  play  begin f 
<«  Or  when  the  lord  of  liberty  comes  in." 
Again,  in  a  fatire  at  the  conclufion  of  The  Maflive^  erycung  fFbeIpe 
of  the  old  Dogget-^Epigrams  and  Satirett  printed  by  Thomas  Creedc  t 
[The  author  is  fpeaking  of  thofe  who  will  probably  purchafe  hk 

«  Lail  comes  my  fcoffing  friend,  of  fcownng  wit, 
**  Who  thinks  his  judgment  *bove  all  arts  doth  fit. 
*<  He  boys  the  booke,  and  haftes  him  to  the  play  j 
«  Where  when  he  comes  and  readsf  '*  here's  ftuff,"  doth  fay  s 
<<  Becaufe  the  lookers  on  may  hold  him  wife, 
«  He  laughs  at  what  he  likes,  and  then  will  rife, 
^  And  takes  tobacco ;  then  about  will  looke, 
**  And  more  diilike  the  play  than  of  the  booke ; 
**  At  length  is  vext  he  Ihould  with  charge  be  drawne 
«*  For  fuch  flight  fights  to  lay  a  fute  to  pawne." 
9  M  Before  the  play  begins,  fall  to  cardes,"    Gnlt  Home-book,  1609* 
■  See  Tbe  fToman-Hater,  a  comedy,  by  B.  and  Fletcher,  1607  : 
**  There  it  no  poet  acquainted  with  more  fliakingt  and  quakiogs  to- 
wards 
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ing  tobacco  ^:  with  thefe  and  nuts  and  apples  they  y 
farnifhed  by  male  attendants,  of  whofe  clamour  a  fati- 
rical  writer  of  the  time  of  James  I.  loudly  complaint  >• 
In  1635  when  Prynnc  publiihed  his  Hiftriomaftiof^  wo- 
men fmoked  tobacco  in  the  playhoufes,  as  well  as  men^» 
It  was  a  common  pradice  to  carry  table-books '  to  the 
theatre,  and  either  from  cnriofity,  or  enmity  to  the  au- 
thor, or  fome  other  motive^  to  write  down  paflkges  (rf* 

wardt  the  Utter  end  of  hit  new  play,  when  he*t  in  thit  cafe  that  ha 
ftjuids  peeping  between  the  curtains,  To  fearfully,  that  a  h^itU  •/  sk 
cannot  be  opened,  but  he  thinks  fome  body  hiiles.** 

z  «  Now,  fir,  1  am  one  of  your  gentle  auditors  that  am  come  in  |— 
I  have  my  three  forts  of  tobacco  in  ray  pocket ;  my  Bgbt  hy  me  |— and 
thus  I  begin.**     Indudiion  to  Cyntbid's  Rtvelsf  byBen  Jonfon,  l6of. 

Sa,  in  Sartboiometu  Fgir,  1614  s  <<  He  look*  like  a  fellow  that  I 
have  feen  accommodate  gentlemen  with  tobacco  at  our  theatres.** 

Again^  in  Decker's  6W1  Hornf-book:  **  By  fitting  on  the  ftage, 
you  may  with  fmail  co(l  purchal'e  c.le  deare  acquaintance  of  the  boycs  j 
have  a  good  (lool  for  fixpence  i-^etyour  mmteb  Ctgbted^*  &c* 

3  «*  —Pr'ythec,  what**  the  piay  ? 

"  —  ril  lce*t,  and  fit  it  out  whate*er.— 
**  Had  Fate  fore-read  me  in  a  crowd  to  die  ; 
«'  To  be  made  adder-deaf  with  fifpln-ery,^" 

Uttttfrom  Bhck-fryertf  by  H.  Fitt-Jcoffcry,  1617. 

4  In  a  note  on  a  pafl'age  in  GofTon's  Scboole  of  Abufe^  I579t  "  Io« 
(lead  of  pomegranates  they  give  them  pippins,'*  &c.  quoted  by  Prynne^ 
he  informs  us,  <*  Now  they  ofter  them  [the  female  part  of  the  au- 
dience] tbe  tobmcco-pipi,  which  was  then  unknowne.*'     HifirhnnmJHx, 

s  See  the  induction  to  Mar/Ion's  MaUconttnt,  a  comedy,  1604 1 
<<  I  am  one  that  hath  feen  this  play  often,  and  can  give  them 
[Heminge,  Burbage,  &c.]  intelligence  for  their  a^lioo  j  Ihavemoft 
of  the  jeds  here  in  my  t^ble^book,^* 

S0|  in  the  prologue  to  Hanmibal and  Scipio,  1637: 
«  .—  Nor  (hall  he  in  pluHi, 
<•  That,  from  the  poet's  labours,  in  the  pit 
*<  Informs  himfelf,  for  the  exercife  of  his  wit 
«  At  taverns,  gMiber  notnJ'* — 
Again,  in  the  prologue  to  Tbe  H^oman'Hater,  a  comedy,  1607  • 
<<  If  there  be  any  lurking  among  you  in  corners,  with  tabU^b^oh^ 
who  have- fome  hopes  to  find  fit  matter  to  feed  bis  mmlice  m,  let  them 
dafp  them  up,  and  flink  away,  or  ftay  and  be  converted.*' 
Again,  in  E^ery  »««  /a  bh  Humour ^  x6oi  : 
<^.But  tofuch,  wherever  they  fit  concealed,  let  them  know,  the 
tutJi|or  defies  them  and  their  writifig-tab/es*** 

the 
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the  play  that  was  reprefented  ;  and  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  imperfed  and  matilated  copies  of  one  or 
twaof  Shakfpeare's  dramas,  which  are  yet  extant,  were 
taken  down  by  the  ear  or  in  fhort-hand  during  the  ex- 
hibition. 

At  the  end  of  the  piece,  the  a£tors,  in  noblemen's 
hottfeo  aod  in  taverns,  where  plays  were  frequently  p«r- 
&nned^,  prayed  for  the  health  and  profperity  of  their 
patrons  ;  and  in  the  publick  theatres,  for  the  king  and 
queen '.  This  prayer  fometimes  made  part  of  the  epi- 
logue'•  Hence,  probably,  as  Mr.  Stecvens  has  ob- 
fcrvcd,  the  addition  of  V in) ant  rex  et  regina^  to  the 
modern  ^lay-bills. 

Plays  m  the  time  of  our  author,  began  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  '  ;  and  the  exhibition  was  fometimes 

finifhed 

•  See  A  Mai  WcrU^  my  MjiJIers,  a  comedy,  by  Middlcton,  1608  ; 
"  Some  (herry  for  my  lord's  players  there,  fiirah  j  why  this  will  be  a 
tfoc  feaft ;— a  rijjht  Mitre  fupper  \^^at>lay  end  ail.'* 

The  nightbefore  the  infurre^on  of  the  gallant  and  unfortunate  earl 
of  EiTex,  the  pity  of  King  Henrj  ly,  (not  Shakfpeare*s  piece)  was 
a6^ed  at  his  houfe. 

^  See  the  notes  on  the  epilogue  to  The  SeaniPart  cJK.  Henry  IV, 
Vol.  V.  JU443, 

*  See  Cambyfes,  a  tragedy^  by  Thomas  Prcfton ;  Lecrine,  1595; 
VHiK.  Henry  &.  P.  11. 

9      <•  Fufcus  doth  rife  at  ten,  and  at  eleven 

"  He  goes  to  Gyls,  where  he  doth  eat  till  one^ 
««  Then  fees  a  flay*— 
Ep'gramt  by  Sir  John  Davies,  no  date,  but  printed  about  i$$Ss 
Others,  however,  were  actuated   by  a  ftrongcr  curioHty,  and,  in 
order  to  fecure  good  places,  went  to  the  theatre  without  their  dinner. 
Sec  the  prologue  to  The  Unfortunate  Lovers,  by  Sir  William  D*Avc- 
aant,  firft  performed  at  Blackfriars  in  April,  1638: 
*♦  —You  are  grown  exceflive proud, 
<'  Since  ten  times  more  of  wit  than  was  allowed 
«<  Your  filly  ancertors  in  twenty  year, 
'<  You  think  in  two  Jbort  bonrt  to  fwallow  here. 
««.  For  they  to  theatres  were  pleas*d  to  come, 
**  Ere  tbey  bad  din'd,  to  take  up  the  be((  room ; 
«  There  lat  on  benches  not  adorn*d  with  mats, 
<'  And  gracioufly  did  vail  their  high-crownM  hatt 
"  To  every  half-drefs*d  player,  as  he  dill 
M  Through  hangings  peeped,  to  fee  the  galleries  fill. 

<'  Good 
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finiflied  in  two  hours'.  Even  in  1667,  thqr 
menced  at  three  o'clock  ^  About  thirty  years  after- 
wards, (in  J  696,)  theatrical  entertainmenu  began  aa 
hour  latere 

We  have  feen  that  in  the  infancy  of  oar  ftage  M^* 
teries  were  ufually  a^ed  io  churches ;  and  the  praftice 
of  exhibiting  religious  dramas  in  buildings  appropriated 
to  the  fervice  of  reli^on  on  the  Lord's-day  certainly 
continued  after  the  Reformation. 

<<  Good  eafy-judging  fouls,  with  what  delight 
**  They  would  exped  a  jig  or  target-fight ! 
*'  A  furious  Ule  of  Troy,  which  chey  ne*er  thought 
**  Was  weakly  writ,  if  it  were  ftroogly  fought  j 
**  Laughed  at  a  clinch,  the  (hadow  of  a  jeft, 
**  Andcry'd^^fagimggooJnie,  J  frttef,'* 
From  the  foregoing  lines  it  appears  that,  anciently*  placet  werenat 
taken  in  the  brft  rooms  or  boxes,  before  the  reprefentation.     Soon  after 
thr  Redoration,  this  pradice  was  eilabliihcd.     See  a  prologve  to  a 
sevivcd  play,  in  C-ivent  Garden  Drollery,   167x1 

<*  I  fence  *tis,  that  at  new  plays  you  come  fo  foon^ 
'<  l/ike  bridegrooms  hot  to  go  to  bed  ere  noon  j 
•*  Or  if  you  arc  detained  fome  little  fpace, 
"  '^fbe  fitnking  footman  %  ftnt  to  keefyoar  place* 
"  But  if  a  play's  revived,  you  ftay  and  dine, 
**  i\nd  drink  till  ebreef  and  then  come  dropping  in.** 
Though  Sir  Juhn  Davies,  in  the  paffage  above  quoted,  mentioiM#M 
§*elock  as  the  hour  at  which  plays  commenced,  the  time  of  beginning 
the  entertainment  about  eleven  years  afterwards  ( 1609)  feems  to  have 
been  later;  for  Decker  in  his  Cult  Horne-hooke  makes  his  gallant  go  tD 
the  ordinary  at  two  o'clock,  and  from  thence  to  the  play. 

When  Benjonfun's  Magnetick  Lady  was  a^led,  (in  1 6^2,)  pl<7t  Ap* 
pear  to  have  been  over  at  five  o'clock.  They  probably  at  that  time 
did  not  begin  till  between  two  and  three  o*clock. 

■  See  p.  113,  n.  9.  See  alfo  the  prologue  to  King  Henry  FIJI,  and 
that  to  R»meo  and  Juliet, 

a  See  Tbe  Demeifelles  a  la  Mode,  by  Fleckno,  1667  : 

1.  AEior.  •*  Haric  you,  hark  you,  whither  away  io  faft  ? 

2.  Acior,  '*  Why,  to  the  theatre,  *lis  paft  three  0  clock,  and  the  play 
is  ready  to  begin.**    See  alfo  note  9,  above. 

After  the  Reftoration,  (we  are  told  by  old  Mr.  Gibber)  it  was  a 
frrquent  pra^ice  of  the  ladies  of  quality,  to  carry  Mr.  Kynafton  the 
a^or,  in  his  female  drefs,  after  the  play,  in  their  coaches  to  Hyde 
Park. 

^  See  the  Epilogue  to  7bt  She  Gallanth  printed  in  that  year.  . 

During 
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Daring  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  plays  were  ex- 
hibited in  the  publick  theatres  on  Sundays^  as  well  as 
on  other  days  of  the  week  ^.  The  licence  granted  by 
that  qaeen  to  James  Burbage  in  1574,  which  has  been 
already  printed  in  a  former  page',  Ihews  that  they 
were  then  rcprefented  on  that  day,  out  of  tbt  hours  of 
frayer. 

We  are  told  indeed  by  John  Field  in  his  Declaration 
of  God^s  Judgment  at  Paris  Garden,  that  in  the  year 
1580  *<  the  magiJlrates  of  the  city  of  London  obtained 
from  Queene  Elizabeth,  that  all  heathenifh  playes  and 
enterludes  fhould  be  baniihed  upon  fabbath  dayes.'* 
This  prohibition,  however,  probably  laftcd  but  a  Ihort 
time ;  for  her  majefty,  when  (he  vifited  Oxford  in  1^92, 
did  not  fcruple  to  be  prefent  at  a  theatrical  exhibition 
on  Sunday  night,  the  24.th  of  September  in  that  year*. 
During  the  reign  of  James  the  Firfl,  though  dramatick 

4  «  TfaeTe,  [the  playertj  becaufe  they  are  allowed  to  play  eveiy 
Smudsfy  make  lour  or  five  Sundays^  at  leafl,  every  week.**  Schooh  of 

-<*■/'»  «579- 

*^  In  former  timet,  (fays  Strype  in  his  Additions  to  Stowe*s  Sur» 
nny  §f  London y)  ingenious  tradefmen  and  gentlemen *s  fervants  would 
Ibmetimea  gather  a  company  of  themfelves,  and  learn  interludes,  to 
expofe  vice,  or  to  reprefent  the  noble  anions  of  our  anceftors.  Thefe 
they  played  at  feftivals,  in  private  hoofei,  at  weddings,  or  other  en- 
tertainments. But  in  procefs  of  time  it  became  an  occupation,  and 
thcfe  plays  being  eommomty  aded  on  Sundays  and  other  feftivals,  the 
charcbes  were  forfaken,  and  the  playhoufes  thronged.*' 

See  alfo  ji  Serwton  freacbod  at  PauUs  Croje  on  St,  Bartholomew 
dmy^  leinf  tbt  24.  of  Augnfi,  1578,  By  John  Stockwood :~^**  Will 
not  a  ^Ithie  piaye  with  the  bUft  of  a  trumpRtte  fooner  call  thyther  [to 
the  country]  a  thoufande,  than  an  houres  toUingrof  a  bell  bring  to  the 
fermoa  a  hundred  /  Nay,  even  heere  in  the  cit^,  without  it  be  at  this 
place,  and  fome  other  ceruine  ordinarie  aji'dience,  where  (hall  yoa 
find  a  reaibnable  company  ?  Whereas  if  yoi^  reforte  to  tht  Theatre,  the 
Cmrtaine,  and  other  places  of  playes  in  theckie,  you  fh:ill  on  the  Lord't 
day  have  thefe  places,  with  many  other  thlt  1  can  reckon,  fo  full  aa 
poffible  they  can  throng.** 

See  alfo  Stubbes*s  yfMftfmiV  of  Abufa,  1583,  in  pref. ;  and  The 
Mrronr  of  MagiJIratet  for  Citia,  1584,  p.  24. 

s  P.  37. 

^  Peck*!  Memtirsef  Cromwell,  No*  JV,  p.  15. 

entertainments 
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cntertainmeiits  were  performed  at  court  on  Sandajs^^ 
I  believe,  no  plays  were  puhlickly  repreiented  on  chat 
day*;   and  by  the  (tatute  3  Car.  L  c.i.  their  exhibit 


T  This  IS  afcertained  by  the  followiog  account  of  *^  RsTSLLt  ffni 
pL  AYES  performed  and  adedat  Cbriftmas  in  the  court  at  WhitehaUy 
3612  i'*  for  the  preforvation  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  Sir  John 
Aftley,  th«n  Mafter  of  the  Revels  : 

>«  Upon  St.  Steevens  daye  at  night  the  SpaHifi  Curate  wtt  a€bed  by 
the  kings  players. 

««  Upon  St.  Johns  daye  at  night  was  a&ed  theBeg/rart  Bujb  by  the 
kings  players. 

<<  Upon  Childermas  daye  no  playe. 

*«  Upon  the  SonJt^  following  Thi  Pilgrm  was  aded  by  the  kingi 
players. 

««  Upon  New^yeart  day  at  night  tb$  Alcbemf  waa  tfted  by  the 
kings  players. 

'^  Upon  Twelfe  nighty  the  Mafqtie  being  put  off,  the  play  called  A 
Vowe  and  a  good  one  was  a^ed  by  the  princes  fervants. 

**  Upon  Sonday,  being  the  19th  of  January,  the  Princes  Mafque  ap- 
pointed for  Twelfe  daye,  was  performed.  The  fpeecbes  uid  fongs 
compofed  by  Mr«  Ben.  Johnfon,  and  the  fcenc  made  by  Mr.  Inigo 
Jones,  which  was  three  times  changed  during  the  tyme  of  the  malquei 
whore  in  the  firft  that  was  difcovered  wis  a.  profpe^ve  of  Whitehally 
with  the  Banqueting  Houfe  j  the  fecond  was  the  Mafquers  in  a  cloud { 
and  the  third  a  fori^ft.     The  French  embaifador  was  preieat. 

**  The  Anteroafques  of  tumblers  and  jugglers. 

**  The  Prince  did  leade  the  meafures  with  the  French  embafladon 
wife. 

«  The  meafures,  braules,  corrantos,  and  galUtrds,  being  ended*  the 
Mafquers  with  the  ladyes  did  daunce  2  contrey  daunces,  namely  Tiv 
Soldiers  Marcbe,  and  Huff  Hsmukin,  where  the  French  Embafladort 
wife  and  Mademoyfala  St.  Luke  did  [daunce]. 

«  At  Candlemas  AUlvolio  was  adeid  at  caurty  by  the  Idngi  fenranti* 

**  At  Shrovetide,  the  king  being  at  Newmarket,  and  the  prince  out 
of  England,  there  was  neyther  mafque  nor  play^  nor  any  other  kind  of 
Hevells  held  at  court.**    Mf.  Herbert, 

B  In  the  Refutation  of  the  Apologie  for  ASorg,  by  J.  G«  quarto^ 
16 1 5,  it  is  afked,  «  If  plays  do  fo  much  goody  why  are  they  not  fuf* 
fered  on  the  SMatbf  a  day  feled  whereon  to  do  good  ?"  From  faeaca 
it  appears  that  plays  were  not  permitted  to  be  publickJy  aded  on  Son* 
days  in  the  time  of  James  I, 

Yet  Beard  in  his  Ibeatre  of  God's  Judgment^  p.  ais,  edit.  1631, 
tells  us,  that  in  the  year  1607,  «  at  a  towne  in  Bedfordihire  called 
Rifley,  the  fioore  of  a  chamber  wherein  many  were  gathered  together 

ta 
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i  on  the  Sabbath  day  was  abiblately  prohibited :  yet, 
■otwidifiandiag  this  ad  of  parliament,  both  plays  and 
maiqnes  were  perfbnned  at  court  on  fandays,  during  the 
firft  fixteen  vears  of  the  reign  of  that  king^,  and  cer« 
tainly  in  private  houfes,  if  not  on  the  poblidc  ftage* 

It 

to  fee  a  fta(^-pUy  m  tht  fth^b  dsy^  fell  downe.**  Bot  this  wit  a 
private  exbibitioo.— From  a  pafTa^  alfo  in  Pryonc's  Hi/lrhmsjlixt 
p.  1439  it  appears  that  plays  bad  been  fometimes  reprcfented  on  Sun* 
days  in  the  ciine  of  James  the  Firft,  though  the  prance  was  then  not 
common*  "  Daoang  thetefore  on  the  Lords  day  is  an  unlawful  paf* 
time  piuuihaUe  by  the  ftatute  i  Caroi]>  -c*  i.  which  intended  to  lup« 
pfcfle  dancing  oa  the  lords  day,  at  well  as  beare-bayting,  bull-baytiog* 
mttrimdn  ^md  fwmm  f*^yti%  which  were  not  fo  rife,  fo  commony  at 
danctngv  when  this  law  was  firft  enadea.** 

It  it  ttn«?Ttain  whether  thit  writer  here  alludes  to  pvbltck  or  pri?ate 
CxhibidoBS. 

9  Ilay«  in  his  Hip^ry  •f  tht  Tmrtimmtmt  of  EwgUmit  1646,  taking 
a  review  of  the  condud  of  king  Charles  and  hit  miniftert  from  162S 
CO  1640,  aaentions  that  plays  were  ufually  reprefented  at  (Mr/  on 
Smmdsjt  doring  that  period* 

Th«re  were  during  this  period  fimilar  exhibitions  on  Sundays  elfe* 
where  as  well  at  court,  notwithftandiog  the  ftatute  made  in  the  be- 
pnning  of  thit  reign:  but  whether  they  were  permitted  then  in  the 
pvUick  theatrety  1  am  unable  to  afcertain.  Prynne  in  his  Hifir'nm 
mtfiXf  p*  645»  has  the  following  paflage  t  «  Neither  will  it  here- 
epon  follow,  that  we  may  dance,  dice,  fee  mafques  or  playet  on  Lordt* 
day  mgbrst  fat  fae  aMojr  d§9)  becaufe  the  Lords  day  is  then  ended,"  &c« 
and  la  p«  717,  be  infinaates  that  the  ftatate  3  Car.  I.  c  4.  (which 
prohibited  the  exhibition  of  any  interlude  or  ftage-ptay  on  the  Lord's- 
dtjf)  was  not  very  ftridly  enforced  :  <*  If  it  were  as  diligently  exe* 
cated  as  it  was  pioufly  ensiled,  it  would  fupprefle  many  great  abufes« 
thmi  mreyet  c^mt'mumg  am§mw  wsf  to  Gods  difliooour  and  good  chrif* 
tiaDt'  grief  in  too  many  pTaces  of  our  kingdom  j  which  our  jufticest 
oar  inferiour  magiftrates,  might  foon  reforme,  would  they  but  fee 
thcmfelvea  ferioufly  about  it,  as  fome  btre  mud  there  have  done.*' 

See  alfo  Withers*s  Britainet  Rtwumhrmicer,  C^ato  VI.  p«  197,  b« 
edit*  1618 : 

**  And  feldom  have  they  leifure  for  a  play 
*<  Or  ffla(qoe,  except  upon  God*s  holiday.'* 

la  John  Speocer*t  Difewrfu  of  diverfe  petUkmif  Sec,  4to.  164T,  (as 
I  learn  from  Oldys's  R^nulcript  notes  on  Langbaine,)  it  u  faid,  that 
**  lohnWilfon,  a  cunning  mufician,  contrived  a  curious  comedy,  which 
bciag  9i6ted  on  a  SumdMy  night  after  that  John  btflkop  of  Lincoln  had 
coiifccrated  the  earl  of  Cleavcland'i  famptBOus  chapel,  the  iaid  John 

Spencer 
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It  hii  beta,  a  awe&ac,  vaeticr  i:  v^s  iuL^ulj^  Mtam* 

aon  prsidice  lo  ride  on  i^orfeb^ck  to  ihc  plaf  bosfe  ;  a 
cimTi frre  tJ&2X  vos^d  icarc£lT  ccibrre  ooBftdcnCKHiy 
if  ii  were  doc  in  icac  ibrr  asstoec  witk  o«r  andior's 
kLifirjS  a  pl2s£ble  iorr  Lziize  been  baiit  oa  this 
iac2iiLiJ£>n,  rcladye  u  bis  £rd  iaiiuiiifiioa  to  the 
ftagc. 

Toe  mr>des  cf  cooreraBce  to  the  theatre,  ancientljr, 
25  &:  prciesi.  ieem  to  kire  been  rariocs;  ibme  go- 
ing in  csaciei  %  cihzn  oa  hohcb^ck ',  and  many  b/ 

Sceacer  (as«H  aaar  tse  »:^9^*s  c»Aa:3tfj  (eaetai)  ^  fnkmt  dbe 
ftid  ftlibop  ai  HaatiBf«pa  ibr  fooniAi  rhs  uid  c jnetfj  to  be  afiad  is 
bis  Aaaie  oa  a  Saaiity,  tb^aof b  it  vas  eiae  o'ctock  at  ftifbt;  alio  Sir 
Sv^acT  Mjzikdc  a=^  h.&  Uaj,  Sir  Th^x^i  Hxzsrj  aa4  bJs  iadj^ 
lia^rx  Wkdos^  as^  ctbert,  addrs  oe  ibe  iirr>e  :  aai  Wcanlie  cbey  4id 
■or  a?r«2r,  he  fe:i:rr.crd  the  b  iliop  lo  :^  .:  i  fc^oal  a:  £atoo,  aad 
C32rw  iiw.th  zci.  a  ;e«:  fcra  mx£er  ,  S.r  S;aae>  Maa:ac«te  to  ghre 
Sri*  p«:^=cs  ijis  fit«  c.a'i  :o  &-»=  r:or  wosen,  aa^  his  ladr  five  poootfa 
and  £vc  £3* ni  la  £«c  f  j:^  « k 3 a s ;  ani  ihe  cc&furCf  (ia)S  bej  Ikaada 
^et  oa-rp^aied." 
'  *  See  Vol  I.  Part  J.  p.  154. 

*       *«  A  pipe  there,  lirraa  ;  no  LpVifilcate  ; 

«^  Vtuaioey  ttie  bcdy~-«bace  er  jwU  prue  it  at. 
^  Tell  jooderladjr  with  the  }cild»  lan» 
**  1  (ball  be  proud  to  oiher  her  aaon ; 
«•  Jbf I  f«*.-A  ftand*  rcaiy.*'-^— 

Ntlafrsm  BUil-frytri^  1617. 
The  author  is  ce.'cclb'ng  the  behaviour  of  a  galUmt  at  the  BUtk^ 
frisrs  tbtatrf, 

i  See  the  indudion  to  CynfLia*t  Rroe't,  1601  :  *'  Befides,  they 
could  wiCi,  your  paets  would  iea«e  to  be  promoters  of  other  meo*s  jeftsy 
and  to  way-lay  all  the  ilale  apothrgms  or  old  books  they  can  hearofy 
is  print  or  othcrwife,  to  faice  their  Iceoes  withal :— again,  that  lieed- 
iDg  their  friends  with  nothing  of  their  own  but  what  they  have  twice 
or  thrice  cooked,  thr y  fliould  not  wantonly  give  out,  how  foon  they 
bad  dreft  it,  njrho  •  many  coshes  came  to  carry  away  thebrofcea 
joeat,  beCiiei  ho^hy-LorJftf  zndfoot'cfithnagt,^* 

"  By  this  time/^fays  Decker,  defcribing  an  ordinary,)  **  the  parings 
•f  fruit  and  cheefe  are  in  the  voyder,  caides  and  dice  lie  fHnking  in 
the  fire,  the  guefts  are  all  up,  the  guilt  rapiers  ready  to  be  hanged, 
the  French  lacquey  and  Iiiih  footboy  (brog(;ing  at  the  doores,  vfith 
tbelr  majitrs*  bohhy-borfn^  to  tide  to  the  nnv  play  \  that's  the  randevous, 
thither  they  are  gallopt  in  pofl  \  let  us  take  a  paire  of  oares  and  row 
lailily  after  them.**    CuU  Hirnthiohtf  4to,  1609, 

water> 


\ 


OP  THE  ENGLISH  STAGE.  129 

water  ^«    To  the  Qlohe  plaj^houfe  the  company  probably 

4  In  the  year  1613,  the  Company  of  Watermen  petitioned  h\i 
Biaiefty,  «  that  the  playerainight  not  be  permitted  to  have  a  play- 
hoafe  in  Loudon  or  in  Middlefex,  within  four  miles  of  the  city  on 
chat  fide  of  the  Thames.'*  From  Taylor*s  7rmt  Cmnjt  •/ tbi  fFsttr* 
mtm*i  Salt  toncermlmg  Plajen,  and  the  remftmt  that  thtir  fUtfhg  aa  ^M* 
domjidt^  is  tbeir  [i.  e«  the  Watermen's]  extrtme  bi»dramcef  we  learn» 
chat  the  theatres  on  the  fiankfide  in  Southwark  were  once  fo  name* 
rooa,  and  the  cnftem  of  going  thither  by  water  fo  generaJ,  that  many 
thoufand  watermen  were  fopported  by  it,— As  the  book  is  not  com- 
mon, and  the  pafTage  contains  fome  anecdotes  relatiTe  to  the  ftage  at 
that  time,  I  flull  tranfcribe  it : 

**  AfterwardSf**  [i.  e,  as  I  conje^re,-  about  the  year  1596,]  fays 
Taylor,  who  was  employed  as  an  advocate  in  behalf  of  the  watermen, 
**  the  players  began  to  play  on  the  Bankfidi^  and  to  leave  playing  in 
Iiondoo  and  Middlefex,/ar  tbt  wnfifsrt»  Then  there  went  fuch  great 
coocoorfe  of  people  by  water,  that  the  fmall  number  of  watermen 
remaining  at  home  [the  majority  being  employed  in  the  Sp;miih  war] 
were  not  able  to  carry  them,  by  reafon  of  the  court,  the  uarms,  the 
players,  and  other  employments.  So  that  we  were  inforced  and  encou'^ 
raged,  hoping  that  this  golden  flirring  world  would  have  lafted  ever* 
to  take  and  entertaine  men  and  boyes,  which  boyes  are  grown  men» 
and  keepers  of  houfes  j  fo  that  the  number  of  watermen,  and  thofe 
that  live  and  are  maintained  by  them,  and  by  the  only  labour  of  the 
oare  and  the  fcull,  betwixt  the  bridge  of  Windfor  and  Gravefcnd,  can- 
sot  be  fewer  than /vr/y  r^M/ia^j  the  caufe  of  the  greater  halfe  of 
which  multitude  bath  bene  the  players  playing  on  tbt  Bankfide  \  for  I 
kave  known  three  companies,  befides  the  bear-baiting,  at  once  there  % 
t»wit,  tbgCUbe,  tbt  Rofe,  and  tbe  Stpait, 

**  And  now  it  hath  pleafed  God  in  this  peaceful  time,  [from  1604 
to  1613,]  that  there  is  no  employment  at  the  Tea,  as  it  hath  bene  ac- 
coftomed,  io  that  all  thofe  great  numbers  of  men  remaioes  at  home  { 
•ad  the  players  have  all  (except  the  kings  men)  left  their  ufual  refi« 
dency  on  tbe  Bankjid*,  and  doe  play  in  Middlefex,  far  remote  from  the 
Thames  $  (o  tbat  rv«ry  dn  in  tbe  weeke  tbey  do  draw  •nt§  tbtm  tbrtg 
arfmr  tbomfand  feeffe,  that  were  ufed  to  fpend  their  monies  by 
vatcr.— 

*'  His  majeflies  players  i^id  exhibit  a  petition  againft  nt.  In  which 
they  faid,  that  our  fuit  was  unreafonable,  and  that  we  might  m  juftly 
remove  the  Exchange,  the  walkes  in  Pauls,  or  Moorfidds,  to  the 
Bankfide,  for  our  profits,  as  to  confine  them.** 

The  alFair  appears  never  to  have  bttn  decided.  **  SooM  (fayt 
Taylor)  have  reported  that  I  took  bribes  of  the  players,  to  let  the  liiic 
fall,  and  to  that  porpofe  1  had  a  fupper  of  them,  at  tbe  Otrdinmrs  baff 
M  the  Bankfide.**  If^orkt  of  Taylor  the  water-poet,  p.  lyx,  edit. 
1633. 

VcutPAExU.  •K  were 
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were  coiiFeyed  by  water ' ;  to  that  in  Mlacifriari,  tbr 
gentry  went  either  in  coaches  ^,  or  on  horieback ;  and 
the  coniaoB  peopkoo  fbot^ 

Plays 


«  See  M  cfilogvc  to  mjracaliHi.pbgr  at  tU  Cidi,  hf  Sk\ 
IKAvcMflt  i   Wmhij  f .  045 1 

*f  For  fo«r  •wa  falrrt,  poor  famhf  jom  bod  not  bdfc 
^  EtSiem  mj  huj  wmtio  andi  fupfwft 
«*  r  the  keot  of  tlie  loft  Ibeae,  as  aov  fo«  wuf 
«  BokttyaadfafieJycaowyaofVttovrlay; 
•<  For  iffoadarctetOMrararoaefJfeiioCCy 
*<  Here  in  the  boofey  or  going  to  eske  ^mT) 
**  Byfaeavca  ni  aowyoa  off  with  mj  long  fwoni, 
««  Tmbm  and  Mr#,  io^fo,  £*^,  and  her  Ar^'' 
So  is  the  Gmk  Hsntlcik,  1609s  •<  if  yoa  can  either  for  lore  or  ■!•>• 
aey,  foriJc  four  felle  a  bdging  by  the  water- fide  ;-<>it  adds  a  load  of 
ftaae  to  jou  to  hccarriod  £rmb  thence  to  the  /otert  •/  J^^r  fUf* 

^  See  a  letter  Isom  Mr.  Garrard  to  Lofd  Straflbrd,  dated  Jaa.  9» 
1633-4;  8trsfibrd*s  Leturt,  Vol.  I.  p.  1751  **  Here  hath  been  Uk 
•cdcr  of  the  iordf  of  the  council  hnng  up  in  a  tabic  near  FmuTt  aod 
the  BlMck-fjsrtj  to  command  aU  that  reiort  to  the  playfaoofe  therty 
to  lind  awa|r  their  cwabet^  and  to  difperfe  abroad  in  Fmul't  Chmrth* 
yard,  Csrttr  Lamgf  the  Ctndatt  in  Fiut  Strttf^  and  other  places,  and 
not  to  return  to  /etch  their  compsny  $  but  they  moft  trot  a-foot  to  fiod 
their  Moc^rir-^'twas  kept  very  ibv^ly  for  two  or  three  wceki,  boC 
now,  I  think>  it  is  diforderrd  again.** — it  fhoold,  however,  be  remen^ 
hered  that  this  was  written  above  forty  years  alter  Shakfpeare*a  iHk 
acquaintance  with  the  theatre.  Coaches,  in  the  time  of  qoeen  Elisa* 
betb  were  poflciTed  but  by  very  few.  They  were  not  in  ordinary  nfe 
tin  after  the  year  1605.    See  Scowe*s  Amuaisj  p.  867^ 

la  Ji  fUmf^mt  DUdopte  htmwaCoseh  and  Sedam,  4to.  1636,  itb 
ftid,  that  **  cfae  ftrft  coach  that  wa  ftta  in  England  was  that  prc&nted 
to  Qocen  Elisabeth  by  the  ead  of  Arundel,  in  which  die  went  frook 
Somerfet^Hottfc  to  St.  Paok's  Croft,  to  hear  a  fennon  on  the  viAory 
obtaioad  againft  the  Spaniards  in  1588.** 

«  I  wonder  in  my  heart,*'  (fays  the  writer,  who  was  bom  in 
'57^>)  **  why  our  nobilitie  cannot  in  faire  weather  waike  the  ftreets  as 
they  weie  wont ;  as  I  have  feene  tho  earles  of  Shrrwibury,  Darbies 
Sofllex,  Comberland,  EITex,  dcc.^-beltdes  thofis  inimitable  prefideats  of 
courage  and  valour,  Sir  Frances  Drake,  Sir  P«  Sydney,  Sir  Martks 
Yorbi^r,  dec.  with  a  number  of  others,— when  a  coach  wm  almoft 
as  rare  as  an  clephaot.*' 

Even  when  the  sbeve  mentioned  order  vss  made»  there  wete  no 
hsckmn  coaches.  Thole,  as  appears  from  anothor  letter  ia  the  famo 
'-.olJeaion,  were  eftabliihed  t  few  moatht  afterwards.    *»  I  caoaoo 

4  (ftyt 
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Plays  in  the  time  of  King  James  the  Firft,  (and  pro« 
hzhly  afterwards,)  appear  to  have  been  performed  every 
day  at  each  theatre  during  the  winter  feafon  *,  except 

ia 

{(aj$  Mr.  Garrard)  omit  to  meotioo  any  new  thing  dut  comes  up 
amoogft  ui,  though  nevtr  fo  trivial.  Here  ii  one  captain  Baiiy  ;  he 
hath  bees  a  fea-captain,  but  now  lives  on  the  land,  about  thli  city, 
where  he  tries  esperiments.  He  hath  ereded,  according  to  hit  ability^ 
feme /Mir  hackmy  ttmcbtty  p«t  his  men  ia  livery,  and  appointed  them 
to  ftand  at  the  Msy-ptit  m  the  Siraitd^  gtviog  them  in9anaB\oi»  at 
what  fates  to  carry  men  into  £fveral  parts  of  the  town,  where  aJi  day 
they  may  be  had.  Other  hackney,  men  feeing  this  way,  they  flocked  to 
the  fame  place,  and  perform  their  journeys  at  the  fame  rate.  So  that 
femetimes  there  it  twenty  of  them  together^  which  difperfe  up  and 
down,  that  they  and  others  are  to  be  hadi  every  where,  as  water-«iea 
«e  to  be  had  by  the  water-6de#  Every  body  is  much  pleafed  with  it. 
For  whereas,  before,  coaches  could  not  be  had  but  at  great  rates,  now 
a  man  may  have  one  much  cheaper.**  This  letter  is  dated  April  jy 
1634— ^traAbrd*s  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p.  227. 

A  few  months  afterwards  hackney  chairs  were  introduced:  **  Here 
if  «1£»  another  proje^  for  carrying  people  up  and  down  in  dofe  chairs^ 
(h  the  lole  doing  whereof.  Sir  Sander  Ouncombe,  a  traveller,  now  a. 
penfiooer»  hath  obtained  a  patent  from  the  king,  and  hath  forty  or 
^  maJung  ready  for  ufe.**    Ibid.  p.  336. 

Thisfpecies  of  conveyance  had  been  u&d  long  before  in  Italy,  from 
vhence  probably  this  irmftUer  introdeced  it.  See  Florio's  Italian 
Didiooary,  159S,  in  v.  CarrivtU :  «  A  kinde  of  chaiie  covered, 
aicd  in  ItsJie  for  to  carrie  men  up  and  downe  by  porterSf  unfeene  of 
•ay  bodic.*'  In  his  iecond  edition,  1611,  he  ddSiiies  it,  «  A  kind  of 
covered  chalre  ufed  in  Italy,  wherein  qiCD.  and  wome«  are  carried  by 
fortcrs  mpM  their  fbwUeru^'* 

7  See  p.  iiS,  n.  3.  In  aa  epigram  by  Sir  Joha  Davies,  perfons  of 
an  inferior  rank  are  ridicolefl  for  prcfuming  to  imitate  noblemen  and 
gratlfgirn  in  ridiog  to  the  theatre  t 

**  Fauftus,  nor  lord,  nor  knight,  nor  wift,  nor  old, 

<*  To  every  place  about  the  town  doth  rUi\ 
«'  He  r\de$  into  the  Aelds,  playi  to  hehcld ; 
*<  He  rides  to  take  boat  at  the  watex-fide.*' 

Epigrams,  printed  at  Middleburg,  about  159?* 

*  See  Taylor*s  Suis  0/  the  JVatemuu,  &c.  Works»  p.  171.  '<  But 
my  love  is  fuch  to  them,  [the  players,]  that  whereas  they  do  play  but 
once  a  ^ay,  I  couU  be  content  they  Ihoold  play  twice  or  thrice  a  day.'* 
<*  The  players  have  aU  (ejicept  the  Kings  men,)  ItSt  their  ofual  refi- 
dency  on  the  Bankfide,  and  doe  play  in  Middlefisx  far  remote  from 
the  rhA«es,  fo  chat  0v§ry  day  in  the  week  they  do  draw  iiato  them 
thiee  or  fpur  thoii£uid  people.      Uidem, 
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in  the  time  of  Lent,  when  they  were  not  i)ermitted  on 
the  fermoh  days,  as  they  were  called,  that  is,  on  Wed^ 
nefday  and  Friday ;  nor  on  the  other  days  of  the  weeky 
except  by  fpecial  licence ;  which  however  was  obtained 
by  a  fee  paid  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Revells.  In  the  fummer 
feafon  the  ftage  exhibitions  were  continued,  bat  daring 
the  loiig  vacation  they  were  lefs  frequently  repeated. 
However,  it  appears  from  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  Mana« 
icript,  that  the  king's  conopany  ufually  brought  out  twa 
or  three  new  plays  at  the  Globe  every  fummer'* 

Though,  from  the  want  of  newfpapers  and  other  peri- 
odical publications,  intelligence  was  not  fo  fpeedily 
circulated  in  former  times  as  at  prefent,  our  ancient 
theatres  do  not  appear  to  have  laboured  under  any  dif- 
advantage  in  this  refpeft ;  for  the  players  printed  and 
ejcpofed  accounts  of  the  pieces  that  they  intended  to 
exhibit  S  which,  however,  did  not  conuin  a  lift  of  the 

charaflers^ 

In  1598,  HentcnerTays,  plays  were  performed  in  the  theatres  which 
were  then  open,  almofi  every  day*  **  Sunt  porro  Londini  extra  orbem 
theatra  aliqaot,  in  quibus  hiflrionesAngli  conxrdias  et  trageedtas  fingu* 
lis  fere  diebus  in  magna  hominum  frequencia  agunt.**  Itin,  410.  X598* 

9  In  D*Avenant*8  Works  we  find  **  an  Epilogue  to  a  vacatMn  play 
at  the  Globe.**  See  alfo  the  Epiftie  to  the  Reader,  prefixed  to  j1n-i 
dromacbe,  a  tragedy  a^cd  at  the  Duke's  theatre,  in  1675  *  *'  '^^'* 
play  happening  to  be  in  my  hands  in  the  long  vacatioM,  a  time  when 
the  playhoufes  are  willing  to  catch  at  any  reed  to  fare  themfelves  from 
finking,  to  do  the  houfe  a  kindnefs,  and  to  ferve  the  gentleman  who 
it  Teemed  was  defirous  to  fee  it  on  the  ftage,  I  willingly  perufed  it.— 
The  play  deferved  a  better  liking  than  it  found  ;  and  had  it  been  a^d 
in  the  good  well  meaning  times,  when  the  Cid,  Heraclius,  and  other 
French  playes  met  fuch  applaufe,  this  would  have  pafTed  very  well  9 
but  fince  oor  audiences  have  ta(V«d  fo  plentifully  the  firm  Eoglilh  wit, 
thefc  thin  regaRoi  will  not  down." 

'  «  They  ufe  to  fet  up  their  billes  upon  pofts  fome  certaiAe  days 
before,  to  admonifh  the  people  to  make  fefort  to  their  theatres,  that 
they  may  thereby  be  the  better  furniihed,  and  the  people  prepared  to 
fill  their  purfes  with  their  treafures.'*  Trestifi  againfl  Idlgm/s,  vsini 
Plsyet  and  Inttrludes^  bl.  let.  (no  date). 

The  antiquity  of  this  cuftom  likewife  appears  from  a  ftory  fecorded 
by  Taylbr  the  water-poet,  under  the  head  of  fVtt  and  Mirth,  30. 
**  Mailer  Field,  the  player,  riding  up  Fleet^ftreet  a  great  pace,  a  gen« 
tleman  called  him,  and  afked  him,  what  play  was  played  that  day.  He 
being  angry  to  beUaied  on  fofrivoloos  a' demand, 'anfwefedi  dtat  he 

night 
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charafters^  or  the  names  of  the  actors  by  whom  they 
were  repreiented  *. 

The  long  and  whimiical  titles  which  are  prefixed  to 
the  quarto  copies  of  our  author's  piays>  were  undoubt- 
cdly  either  written  by  bookfellers,  or  tranfcribed  from 
the  play-bills  of  the  time  ^.  They  were  equally  calcu- 
lated 
might  fee  what  pUy  wat  to  be  plaied  fopop  tvery  ^t*  1  cry  yo» 
mercy,  faid  the  gendeman,  I  took  you  for  a  ptfi*9  yoa  rode  fo  fail*** 
Taylor*$  )Vorkst  p.  183. 

Ame»y  in  his  Hiflory  ofPr'tHtingt  p.  342,  fayt»  that  Jtfmes  Roberta 
[who  publiflted  lome  of  oyr  author's  dr^asj  printed  kUh  /er  the 
fUyers, 

It  appears  from  the  following  entry  on  the  Stationers'  books  that 
even  the  right  of  printing  play-bills  was  at  one  time  made  a  fubjedoif 
monopoly  t 

*<  0€t.  1587.  John  Charlewoode.]  Lycenced  to  him  by  the  whole 
confenc  of  the  afliftants,  the  onlye  ymprinting  of  ^1  manner  ofhiiltt 
far  playerg.  Provided  that  if  any  trouble  arift  herebye^  thenC^orZr- 
vn»de  to  beare  the  charges.** 

^  This  pradice  did  not  commence  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century.  I  have  feen  a  play-bill  printed  in  the  year  1697,  which  ex« 
prefled  only  the  titles  of  the  two  pieces  that  were  to  be  exhibited,  and 
the  time  when  they  were  to  be  reprefented*  Notices  of  plays  to  be 
performed  on  a  future  day,  fimiiar  to  thofe  now  daily  publiihed,  firft 
appeared  in  the  original  edition  of  ihc  Sp*ffmt9ri  in  1711*  In  theiiB 
early  theatrical  advertiftments  our  author  is  always  ftyled  the  iai- 
msrtal  Shakfpeare.    Hence  Pope : 

«  Shakfpeare,  whom  you  and  tutrj  flay^bomfe  hiU 
**  Style  the  di'vim^  the  matchlefs,  what  you  will,—.** 
)  Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  eflay  1  have  found  ftrong  re  afon  to 
believe  that  the  former  was  the  cafe.  Naihe  in  the  fecond  edition  of 
his  SmpflicatloH  to  the  Devil^  4X0.  1 592,  complaint  that  the  prJMter  • 
had  prefixed  a  pompous  title  to  the  firft  imprcifion  of  his  pamphiet^ 
(publiflied  in  the  fame  year,)  which  he  was  much  aihamed  of,  and  re- 
jeded  fur  one  more  fimple.  *<  Cut  oft',**  ^*y>  he  to  his  printer,  **  that 
Jong-tayld  title,  and  let  mee  not  in  the  fore-front  of  my  booke  make  « 
tedious  mountebanks  oration  to  the  reader.**  The  printer's  title,  with 
which Naflie  was  difpleafed,  is  as  follows :  "  Pierce  Pennilejfe  his  Sap* 
ftttsthm  to  the  Dtvelltdefcribing  the over-fpreadinrofyieeMndJuppreffitn 
ef  f^ettue,  Pleafautly  interlaced  with  variable  debgbtt,  and  pathetically 
imtermixt  with  couceiptedreptoofet*  Written  by  Tnomas  Naflte,  Gent* 
1 592.**  There  is  a  ftriking  refemblance  between  this  and  the  titles  pre? 
fittd  to  fome  of  the  copies  of  our  author*s  plays,  which  are  given  at 
length  in  the  next  note.  In  the  title-page  of  our  author *s  Mtrre  ff^iva 
afk^iadfir^  4t»,  i6et,  (fee  the  next  note,)  SirHaih  is  caUad  the 
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Itted  to  attrad  the  notice  of  the  idle  gazer  in  the  waH» 
at  St.  Paal's,  or  to  draw  a  crowd  about  ibine  rociferooa 
Autolycos,  who  perhaps  was  hired  by  the  players  thas 
to  raile  the  expetUtions  of  the  joaltitude.  it  is  indeed 
abfard  to  fnppofe,  that  the  modeft  Shakfpeare,  who  has 
more  than  once  apdogized  for  his  untutored  lines,  fhonld 
in  his  manufcripts  have  entitled  any  of  his  dramas  mo^ 
etfceileut  and  flemjeuu  pcrfoifliances^. 

It 
Welch  kHtibti  a  miftike  into  which  Shikfpeafe  could  not  have 
faUen. 

Inftead  of  the  fpurions  title  above  given,  Naihe  in  his  iiecond  edirion» 
printed  apparently  under  his  own  infpe£tiooy  (by  Abel  Jefies,  for  John 
Buflbie,)  calls  his  book  only— Pi«rc«  FtMnileJfe  bit  SuffGcatioa  to  tb€ 
Vlvtll. 

4  The  titles  of  the  following  plays  xxMiy  ferve  to  juftify  what  it 
here  advanced : 

**  The  wtcft  excttltnt  Hiftorle  of  the  Merchant  qf  Venice.  With  tht 
extreame  crueftie  of  Shylocke  the  Jewe  towards  the  fayd  Merchant,  io 
cutting  a  juft  pound  of  bis  flefli,  and  obtayning  of  Portia  by  the  choyfe 
of  three  caikett.  As  it  hath  been  diveife  tines  aded  bv  the  Lord 
Chamberlaine  his  Servants.  Written  by  William  Shakefpear^ 
1600." 


•*  Mr.WHIiaffl  Shak-fpeare  hisTrue  Chronicle  Hiftorie  of  the  Life  and 
Death  of  King  Lz  a  a  and  his  three  Daughters.  With  the  unfortunate 
nfe  of  Edgar,  Sonne  and  Heire  to  the  Earle  of  Glofter>  and  his  fullea 
alTumed  humor  of  Tom  of  bedlam :  As  it  was  plaved  before  the  Kings 
Majeftie  at  Whitehall  upon  S.  Stephens  Night  m  Chriftmafs  Holli. 
dayes.  By  his  MajefUes  ServanU  playing  ufuaJIy  at  the  Globe  on  the 
Bank-fide.  x6o8." 


«'  A  mod  PleaJsMt  and  ExceHent  Conc^teJ  Comedie  of  Sy( 
John  Falftaffe,  and  the  Merry  Wives  of  Windfor.  Entermixed 
with  fundrie  variable  and  pleafing  Humors  of  Sir  Hugh,  the  Welch 
KnSghty  Juftice  Shajlow,  and  his  wife  coufin,  Mr.  Slender.  With 
iht  Swaggering  Valnc  of  ancient  Piftoll,  and  Corporal  Nym.  By 
WilKam  Sbakefpcare.  As  it  hath  been  divers  times  adtcd  by  th« 
Right  Honourable  my  Lord  Chamberlaines  Servants  j  both^  beforst 
her  Majeftie  and  elfewhere*  i6oz.*' 

"  The  Hiftory  of  Henrie  the  Fourth  j  With  the  Battel  at  Shrewf^ 
burie,  betweeoe  the  King  and  Lord  Henrie  Percy,  fumamed  Henry 
Hot-fpuT  of  the  North.  With  the  humorous  conceits  of  Six  John 
Fllilafte*    Newly  corraOed  by  W.  Shakefpcare.  1598.** 

Tht 
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It  is  uncertain  at  what  time  the  ufafge  of  giving  au. 

thor»  a  bendit  on  the  third  day  of  the  exhibition  of  their 

£*ece>  eooimeiiced.  Mr.  Oldys,  in  one  of  his  manu- 
rif>t5y  intimates  thaf  dramatick  poets  had  anciently 
theif  benclit  on  the  firft  day  that  a  new  play  was  repte* 
ftnted ;  a  regnlalion  which  woald  hare  been  very  fa« 
vovrable  t6  (Me  of  the  ephemeral  prodvftions  of  modern 
times.  I  have  foan^  nb  authority  which  pK>Tes  this  to 
Ihiye  been  the  cafe  in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare ;  but 
sc  the  beginnhig  of  the  prefent  centary  it  appears  Mr 
hftre  been  caftoiaary  lit  Lent  for  the  f  layer s  of  the  th«a« 
Ufi  in  Drttry4ane  t€»  divide  the  profits  of  the  firft  repre- 
featation  of  a  new  play,  among  them '. 

From  D' Avenantf  indeed,  we  learn,  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  (^  queen  Elizabeth,  the  poet  had  his 
benefit  on  the  fecond  day^.  As  it  was  a  general  prac- 
tice, in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  to  fell  the  copy  of  the 
play  to  the  theatre,  I  imagine,  in  fuch  cafes,  an  author 
derived  no  other  advantage  from  his  piece,  than  what 
aroie  from  the  fale  of  it.  Sometimes,  however,  he  found 

*«  The  Trjgedit  of  King  Riclnrd  The  Third*  Containiiig  his  trea- 
cherous Plots  agitoft  h'ri  brother  Clarence :  The  pitiful  Murther  oi 
his  innocent  Ifephews:  his  tiranous  ufarpatton:  with  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  detefted  Lift,  and  moft  deferred  Death.  As  it  hath 
Wen  lately  a£Ud  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Chamberlaint 
his  Servants.    By  William  Shaleefpeaie.  1597." 

*«  The  late  and  mmcb-admired  Play,  called  Pericles  Prince  of  Tyre^ 
With  the  true  Relation  of  the  whole  Hiftorse,  adTentaresr and  fortunes, 
of  the  faid  Prince  i  As  alfo,  the  no  lefs  ftrange  and  worthy  accidents 
in  the  Birth  and  Vth  of  his  DaagtMer  idmtiana.  As  it  hath  been 
idivers  and  fundry  tioies  aded  by  his  Majofties  Servants  at  tbt  Globe 
00  the  Bank-fide.  By  William  Shakefpeaie.  x6of  .** 
s  Oildon*s  Cmf^rifen  btt9im  the  5/jf«s»  lyox,  p.  9* 
*  See  Tbt  Plsj-Uwfi  to  be  Ltt : 

<«  PIsyw.  •^— *  There  is  an  old  tradkion» 
«  That  in  the  times  of  mighty  Tmnbtrlme^ 
«  Of  conjuring  Fa«/9«r  and  the  Besutbamfi  b$ldp 
«  Yott  poets  us '4  to  have  xhtftfud  day  j 
#<  Thh  fliall  bo  o«rs,  fir,  and  to-morrow  yours* 
**  J^$ti.    I'U  tak*  ny  venture  \  *tis  agreed,*' 
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it  more  beneficial  to  retain  the  copy-right  in  hit  oim 
hands ;  and  when  he  did  io,  I  fappo^e  he  had  a  benefit. 
It  it  certain  that  the  giving  aatnors  the  profits  of  the 
third  exhibition  of  their  play  >  whic^  feems  to  have  been 
the  nfoal  mode  during  a  great  part  of  the  laft  cen- 
tnryj  was  an  eftabiiihed  cuftom  in  the  year  1612 ;  for 
Decker,  in  the  prologue  to  one  of  his  comedies,  printed 
in  that  year,  fpeaks  of  the  poet*s  third  d^f"^. 

The  onfbrtanate  Otway  had  no  more  than  one  benefit 
on  the  produdion  of  a  new  play ;  and  this  too,  it 
feems,  he  was  ibmetimcs  forced  to  mortgage,  before  the 
piece  was  aded*,    Southeme  was  the  SA  dramatick 


7      <'  It  it  not  praife  ii  fought  for  now,  bat  pence, 
**  Though  dropp*d  from  greafy-apron'd  audience. 
*(  Ciapp*d  may  he  be  with  thunder,  that  plucks  bays 
'<  With  fuch  foul  hands,  and  with  fquint  eyes  doth  gase 
*<  On  Pallas'  ihield,  not  caring,  fo  he  gains 
*<  A  cramM  third  daj^  what  filth  drops  from  his  brains  I** 
Prologue  to  If  ihti  ht  sef  mg9od  pUjy  the  DtviPt  m't,  16 is* 
Yet  the  following  paiTages  indmate,  that  the  poet  at  a  fubfe^uent 
period  had  fome  intereft  in  thc/icowd  day's  exhibition : 
«  Whether  their  fold  fcenes  be  dlDik'd  or  hit, 
*<  Are  cares  for  them  who  eat  by  the  ftage  and  wit  { 
**  He*s  one  whofe  unbought  mufe  did  never  fear 
«  An  empty /eceii^  day,  or  a  thin  ihare.** 

Prologue  to  The  City  Mmecbf  a  comedy,  by  J.  Mayne^ 
aded  at  Blackfriars  in  1639. 
So,  in  the  prologue  to  Tbe  Scfby,  by  Sir  John  Denham,  aficd  at 
Blackfryars  in  1642 1 

«  _^  Gentlemen,  if  you  diflike  the  play, 
**  Pray  make  no  words  on*t  till  thtfecomddav 
**  Or  ibird  be  paft  $  for  we  wotild  have  you  know  i^ 
*<  The  lofs  will  fall  on  us,  not  on  the  poet, 
«*  For  he  writes  not  for  money*'*— 
In  ctber  cafiss,  then,  it  may  be  presumed,  the  lofs,  either   of  the 
ficotid  or  tbird  day,  did  MSk€t  the  author. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  learned  from  Sir  Henry  Her- 
bert's office-book,  that  between  the  year  1625  and  1641,  benefiu 
were  on  the  focond  day  of  reprefentation. 

*      «  But  which  amongft  you  is  there  to  be  fo^nd, 

5<  Will  take  his  tbird  dtifsp^wn,  for  fifty  pound  ?'* 

Epilogue  to  CatKsMarhit  x6So. 
writer 
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writer  who  obtained  the  emoluments  arifing  from  two 
rcprefentations  * ;  and  10  Farquhar,  in  the  year  1700, 
the  benefit  of  a  third  was  granted  ^ ;  but  this  appears  to 
have  been  a  particular  favour  to  that  gentleman ;  for 
for  feveral  years  afterwards  dramatick  poets  had  only 
the  benefit  of  the  third  and  fixth  performance  \ 

The  j>rofit  of  three  reprefentations  did  not  become  the 
efiablimed  right  of  authors  till  after  the  y^ear  1720*. 

To  the  honoor  of  Mr.  Addifon,  it  fhould  be  remem- 
bered,  that  he  firll  difcontinued  the  ancient^  but  humi* 
liating>  pradlice  of  diftributing  tickets^  and  foliciting 
company  to  attend  at  the  theatre^  on  the  poet's  nights  '• 

9  *'  I  muft  make  my  boaft,  though   with  the  moft  acknowledging 

refpe^  of  the  favours  of  the  fair  fex^n  fo  vifibly  promoting  my  in- 

terefton  thofe  day*  chiefly,  tthc  third  and  tht Jijcth,)  when  1  had  the 

teodexeft  relation  to  the  welfare  of  my  play.*' 

SoDCherne*s  Dtdicathn  of   Sir  Autovj  Lovt,   a  comedy ,    1691* 

Hence  Pope  s 

**  IVlay  Tom,  whom  heaven  fent  down  to  ralfe 
*<  The  price  of  prologues  and  of  plays,'*  Sec* 
It  fhould  feem,  however,  to  have  been  fome  time  before  this  coftom 
was  uniformly  eftabliihed ;  for  the  author  of  Tht  Tremcberout  Br  others  f 
aded  in  1696,  had  only  one  benefit : 

«  $re*t  but  three  days,  and  fill  the  houfe,  the  /aftf 

*'  He  ihall  not  troubieyou  again  in  hade**,*     Epihgut. 

*  Ob  the  reprefentaticn  off  be  ConftaMt  Com  fie,  which  was  perform- 
cd  fifty-three  times  in  the  year  lypo*  Farquhar,  on  account  of  the 
extraordinary  fuccefs  of  that  play,  is  faid  by  one  of  his  biographers* 
to  have  been  allowed  by  the  managers,  the  profits  of  /our  reprefen- 
Utiona.  .  *^ 

*  **  Let  this  play  live  \  then  we  ftand  bravely  fixt ! 
**  But  let  none  come  his  third  day,  nor  thtJixthJ** 

Epilogue  to  ^The  IJland  Friticefsp  1701. 
**  Bat  ibottld  this  fail,  at  leaft  our  author  prays, 
**  A  truce  may  be  concluded  for^x  days.'* 

Epilogue  to  The  Per^Iex^d  Lovers,  1712. 
In  the  preface  to  The  Humours  of  the  Army,  printed  in  the  following 
year,  the  author  fays,  '*  It  would  be  impertinent  to  go  about  to  juftify 
the  play,  becauic  a  prodigious  full  third  night  and  a  very  ^MQAftxth  aie 
picvailiag  arguments  in  its  behalf.** 

*  Cibber  in  his  Dedication  to  Ximena  or  the  Heroick  Daughter^ 
printed  in  17 19,  talks  of  bad  plays  lingering  through  Jix  nights.  At 
that  time  therefore  poets  certainly  had  but  two  benefits. 

3  Sontherne,  by  this  pra^ce^  is  faid  to  have  gained  feven  hundred 
dt  bf  one  play. 

When 
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When  an  aotJior  (bid  his  piece  to  the  ihaien  or  |M0* 
piieDors  of  a  theatre,  it  could  not  be  perfbnned  hj  an/ 
other  company^,  and  remained  for  lereral  jczn  on- 
pobliihed';  hot,  when  that  was  not  the  cafe^  hepinted 

k 

4  f «  Wbereas  WUHam  Biefton,  gent,  fovanor  of  die  iMfl  aaA 
^ueeiiet  yosog  conyaoj  of  plajert  at  the  Cockpit  m  Ormrj  LaM^  ham 
fepKidued  onto  his  majefty,  that  the  levoall  fiayos  tecaHar  in 
tioaed,  rit«  M^  ^tUmtMamy:  *Ibe  Nigbi-fFtlktm  TbaKmg/kt^ 
fh§  Bmrnl^  PefiU:  FsiUr*s  §mm  S§mmei  Cmpid*  Msmagts  Tit 
M^ndms^ :  Tbt  Rtnirsdts  A  new  fFsy  r%  fmp  DeStt :  T^e  gnm  Dmkt 
•f  F tonne ei  The  J/Uii  of  Honmr  :  The  Trsyttr:  Tkt  Mtsmfk: 
Thi  Toam£  AJmirai:  Tht  Op^tnmity  :  A  mitfy  fmfrt  Om»s  Lma 
Cruelty  :  The  fVtditni  :  The  Msiii  tLtvtm^e  :  The  Lsdy  of  Fhtfkwt : 
The  iebooU  of  Comfitmnt:  The  grmeful  ServsmiT  The  Ctnmmim  r 
Hide  Far  ke:  FbU,ff  Chakot,  Admirmt  of  Frtuee  t  AMUdCemrnkweH 
met  :  /ill't  hjl  ty  Lmft  :  The  Ch0ngenm£  a  Afsyre  ^mmrrdt  Tht  Sfm^ 
mfh  GpJUs  The  mrld:  The  Somim  DarHmg  i  Umee  Smer^f  'Ta 
^ityjbee's  ei  Wb,ri :    George  a  Greene:  Leroet  FAifreJw  t  The  Cmmaimg 


Lowrt  g  The  Rs^e  of  hutreee:  A  Trkk  to  ehest  the  Dnteff:  A  F99U 
0md  ter  MayJenhead  focut  parted  :  Ki»g  John  smd  MstUdm  :  A  Gty 
Ffifht-eap  X  The  Bloody  Bsufmetg   Cmftde  Revenges    The   eammnd 


Pkkt:  and  Appims  and  Ftrgimia^  4oe  ali  and  every  of  tiieoi  ^loperiy 
and  of  right  ^long  to  the  fayd  houie,  and  coafieqneMly  tlMt  they  aao 
ail  In  his  propriety.  Aod  to  the  end  that  any  ochev  corapeaici  of  adoia 
in  or  abmit  London  /ball  not  preroiiic  to  ad  any  of  thein  to  the  preju- 
dice of  him  the  fayd  William  BteftoB  ao4  hit  cosDpaoy»  hb  majefty 
kotb  fignifyed  his  royal  pleafure  unto  mee,  thereby  lequiriiif  aee  t9 
4iclare  foe  much- to  all  other  companies  of  aidora  hereby  coacemabley 
•hat  they  are  not  any  wayes  to  intermeddle  with  or  z€t  aay  of  the 
*  obove*  mentioned  playes.  Whereof  I  require  ail  mafters  and  fover- 
ftoors  of  playhoufes,  aod  all  others  whom  it  may  coocemey  to  tJke 
■otice»  and  to  forbeare  to  impeach  the  fayd  Wiliiam  Bieftonr  in  the 
^remifcH  «•  they  tender  hit  majefties  difpleafure,  and  will  anfwer  the 
coetempr.  Given,  8tc.  Aug.  10.  1639.**  Mf.  in  the  Lord  Chamber* 
lain'*  office,  entitled  in  the  mugin,  Coek^ht p/aya  afpr^ftied. 

'  Sometimeit  however^  an  author,  after  having  fold  his  piece  to  the 
Ihtetre,  either  pubiiflied  it,  or  fuffercd  it  to  be  priaeed;  bvt  tftis  ap. 
fears  to  havt  been  confidef«d,a»  diflioiielb  See  the  pref.  to  Heywood'e 
Mtpt  »f  tncrectf  16381  **l  bad  rather  fabfcribe  i»  that  to  their 
fivcre  cenfure,  than,  by  feelcing  to  avoid  the  impatatioa  of  weakae^  ta 
MCiir  a  traat  fbfpicioa  of  honefty ;  for  thoogh  fome  have  ufed  a  domhlt 
Me  of  tMr  labours,  firft  to  the  ftage,  and  after  to  the  preTe,**  Ac, 

flow  cartful  the  proprieton  were  to  guard  againft  the  poUicatsoft  «f 
fth»  pUyi  which  they  had  psfckaied^  appem  fsoa  the  foUowiag  ad- 

utio«. 
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it  ibr  fdle,  to  which  many  feem  to  have  been  induced 
£ku6  an  apprehendon  that  an  imperfedt  copy  might  be 

iffaed 

mooidoOf  UttGbtd  to  the  Stationers*  Company  in  the  year  1637,  by 
fkitip  emrl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  then  Lord  Chamberlain. 
-    "  Afttr  tkf  hearty  commendations. — Whereas  complaint  was  here 
Mfive  f««feflted  to  my  dear  brother  and  predectflbr,  by  his  majeitieft 
tutmttf  the  pkyersi  that  fone  of  the  company^of  printers  and  ftatioo- 
m9)M4  procwtdy  publiilMdi  and  printed,   diirerfe  of  their   books  (tf* 
Lmaoifta  aod  tragtdyesf  chronicle  hiftoryes,  and  the  like,  which  they 
had  (for  the  fpecial  fervice  of  his  majedye  and    for  their  own  ufe) 
booght  and  provided  at  very  dear  and  high  rates.     By  meanes  whereof^ 
not  oBly  thty  themfelves  had  much  prejudice,  but  the  books  muck 
CMTitptioity  to  the  injury  and  difgrace  of  the  authors.     And  thereupon 
the  mafter  and  wardens  of  the  company  of  printers  and  ilaticners  were 
mi^iM  by  my  brother  to  take  notice  thereof,  and  to  take  order  for  the 
Hat  at  arty  farther  impreffion  of  any  of  the  playes  or  interludes  of  hit 
la^ftiti  fervantt  without  their  confents;    which  being  a  caution 
fiv*A  with  fuch  rcfped,  and  grounded  on  fuch  weighty  reafons,  bot!h 
§9§  his  majAiHea  fervice  and  the  particular  intereft  of  the  players,  and 
foe  agreeable  to  common  juftice  and  that  indifferent  m«afore  which 
cvfery  man  wanfd  look  for  in  his  own  particular,  it  m'ght  have  been 
yttfamtd  that  they  would  have  needed  no  further  order  or  direction  in 
the  balineft ,  notwithftanding  which >  I  am  informed  that  fome  copic^a 
•f  flayct  belonging  to  the  king  and  qoieenes  Tervants,  the  players,  and 
porchafed  by  them  at  dear  rates,  having  beene  lately  ftoUen  or  gotten 
liroai  ttaeai  by  indired  means,  are  now  attempted  to  be  printed,  and 
that  fome  of  them  are  at  the  prrfs,  and  ready  to  be  printed ;  which,  if  It 
ilouM  be  foffered,  would  direAly  tend  to  their  apparent  detriment  and 
gveat  ftfrjadicey  and  to  the  difenabling  them  to  do  their  majefties  fer* 
vice:   for  prevention  and  redreife  whereof.it  is  defired  that  order  bd 
given  andeftflsred  by  the  mafVer  and  wardens  of  the  company  of  prin* 
ten  and  fhrtieBert,  that  if  any  playes  be  aheady  entered,  or  ihall  here- 
alter  be  broeght  onto  the  haH  to  be  entered  for  printing,  that  notice 
thtreef  be  ^ven  to  the  king  and  qoeenes  fervants,  the  players,  and 
an  enquiry  made  of  them  to  whom  they  do  belong  i  and  that  none  bee 
IMcNd  C»b€  printed  until!  the  aHent  of  their  majeures*  faid  fervanta 
he  made  appear  to  the  Mafter  and  Wardens  of  the  company  of  printert 
and  ftatiofttrt,  by  feme  certificate  in  writing  under  the  hands  of  John 
Ltfawiy  and  Joieph  Taylor,  for  the  kings  fervants,  and  of  Chriftopher 
Bega^n  for  the  king  and  qoeenes  young  company,  or  of  fuch  other 
perfons  as  fliall  from  time  to  time  have  tbe  dinUm  of  thefe  compa- 
Jriea;  which  it  a  courfe  that  can  be  burtfull  unto  none  bat  fuch  as  are 
abaet  vojeaiy  to  peravayle  themfelves  of  others*  goods,  without  re« 
§fi6t  d#  aedtr  or  good  government  \  which  I  am  confident  you  will  be 
eerelttltn  avoyd,  and  therefose  I  recommend  it  to  your  fpxcial  care. 

And 
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jffued  from  the  prefs  without  their  confent^.  The  d£ 
tomary  price  of  the  copy  of  a  play,  in  the  time  of  Shak* 
ipeare,  appears  to  have  been  twenty  nobles,  or  fix  pounds 
thirteen  millings  and  fpur-pence^*      The  play  whea 

printed 

And  if  yoa  ihall  have  oeed  of  tny  further  authority  or  power  either 
Irom  his  majeftye  or  the  counfelJ-table,  the  better  to  CBeWe  you  im 
the  execution  thereof,  upon  notice  given  to  mee  either  by  yoorfillfCfl  Of 
the  filaien,  I  will  endeavour  Co  apply  that  {further  remedy  thefoio^ 
which  fliall  be  requifite*  And  foe  1  bidd  you  very  heartily  Au«weU» 
and  TcSt 

Your  very  loving  friend^ 
June  10,  1637.  P.  and  M« 

*<  To  the  Mafter  and  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  Piinten  aad 
Stationers.** 

^  <^  One  only  thing  affe£b  me;  to  thinks  that  fcenea  invenCfcd 
merely  to  ht  fpoken,  (hould  be  inforcively  published  to  be  read  |  and 
that  the  leaft  hurt  1  can  receive,  is,  to  do  myfeif  the  wrong.  But 
ilnce  others  otherwife  would  do  me  more,  the  leaft  inconvenience  it  ta 
be  accepted  :  I  have  therefore  myfeif  fet  forth  this  comedie."  Mar^ 
fton*s  pref.  to  thcMaiecoiieentf  1604. 

7  See  thi  Deh»ce  of  Coneycatcbing,  1592:  •*  Mafter  R.  G« 
ntobert  Greene  J  would  it  not  make  you  bluih— if  you  fold  OrUtnd^ 
Furiojo  to  the  queenes  players  for  ittnaty  nohUtf  and  when  they  were 
jn  the  country,  fold  the  fame  play  to  Lord  Admirals  men,  for  aa 
much  more  ?  Was  not  this  plain  coneycatching,  M.  G.  V* 

Oldya,  in  one  of  his  roanufcripts,  fays,  that  Shakfpeare  received 
hut  five  pounJt  for  his  Hamlet  i  whether  from  the  players  who  firil 
adted  it,  or  the  printer  or  bookfeller  who  firll  publiflied  it|  is  not 
di(lirTgui(hed.  I  do  not  believe  he  had  any  goad  authority  for  this 
aflertion. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  lj»ft  ceptury,  it  ihould  fcemi  an  author  did 
BOt  ofualiy  receive  more  from  his  bookfeller  for  a  dramatick  performance 
than  2ol.  or  25I.  for,  Dryden  in  a  letter  to  his  fon,  written  about 
the  year  1698,  mentions,  that  the  whole  emoluments  which  he  ex* 
pe£^ed  from  a  new  play  that  he  was  about  to  produce,  would  not  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  pounds.  Otway  and  Lee  got  but  that  fum  by 
'Fenite  Prefer  indf  The  Orphan,  Theodofius,  and  jilexander  tbi  Great  i 
as  Gildon,  their  contemporary,  informs  u$.  The  profits  of  the  third 
»ight  were  probably  feventy  pounds;  the  dedication  produced  either 
five  or  ten  guineas,  according  to  the  munificence  of  the  patron } 
and  the  reft  arofe  from  the  fale  of  the  copy, 

Southerne,  however,  in  confequence  of  the  extraordinary  fuccefs  of 
&is  fatal  Marriage  in  1694,  fold  the  copy  of  that  piece  for  thirty-fix 
pounds,  as  appears  from  a  letter  which  has  been  kindly  communicated 
to  me  by  my  friendi  the  Right  Hon.^lc  Mr,  Windham^  and  which,  at 

it 
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printed  was  ibid  for  iixpence  * ;  and  the  ufual  prefciit 

from 
it  contaiflB  fome  new  ftage  anecdotes,  I  ihati  print  entire.  This  let- 
ter has  been  lately  found  by  Mr.  Windham  among  his  father*s  papers, 
n€  Felbiigge  in  Korfolk  j  but,  the  fignature  being  wanting,  by  whom 
it  was  written  has  not  been  afoertalned : 

«  Detr  SiTf  London,  March  the  22,  1693-44 

*^  I  recehred  bat  to  days  fince  the  favour  of  your  obliging  iecter, 
daCeA  Jtfloary  the  laft,  for  which  I  return  you  a  thoufand  ihank«.  I 
wiih  mr  fcribbling  could  be  diverting  to  you,  I  (houAd  oftncr  trouble 
yov  with  my  letters ;  but  there  is  hardly  any  thing  now  to  make  it 
acceptable  to  you,  but  an  account  of  our  winter  diverfions,  and  chiefly 
of  the  new  plays  which  have  been  the  entertainment  of  the  town. 

«*  The  for(t  that  was  af^d  was  Mr.  Congreve*s,  called  The  DoubU 
DmUr,  It  bas  fared  with  that  play,  as  it  generally  does  with  beau- 
ticfl  officioufly  cried  upj  the  mighty  expectation  which  was  raifed  of 
St  made  it  fink,  even  beneath  its  own  merit.  The  character  of  the 
Doobie  Dealer  is  artfully  writt,  but  the  action  being  but  fingle,  and 
confined  within  the  rules  of  true  comedy,  it  could  not  pleafe  the  gene- 
vality  of  our  audience,  who  relifli  nothirtg  but  variety,  and  think  any 
thing  duil  and  heavy  which  does  not  border  upon  farce. — The  cri ticks 
were  fevere  upon  this  play,  which  gave  the  authour  occaflon  to  laih*em 
in  his  EpiAle  Dedicatory,  in  fo  defying  or  he^oring  a  (lyle,  that  it  was 
counted  rode  even  by  his  beft  friends  ;  fo  that  'tis  generally  thought 
he  has  done  his  bufinefs,  add  loft  himfeif :  a  thing  he  owes  to  Mr. 
Dryden'fl  treacherous  friendfliip,  who,  being  jealous  of  the.applaufe  he 
ha4  gott  by  his  Old  BsubeUur^  deluded  him  into  a  foolifli  imitation  of 
his  own  way  of  writing  angry  prefaces. 

*'  The  2d  play  is  Mr.  Dryden's,  called  Live  Triumpbantt  or  Nature 
Vfiil  frevaU*  It  is  a  tragi-comedy,  but  in  my  opinion  one  of  the 
worft  he  ever  writt,  if  not  the  very  worft  ;  the  comical  part  defcends 
heoeath  the  ftyle  and  (hew  of  a  Bartholomew-fair  droll.  It  was 
damn'd  by  the  univerfal  cry  of  the  town,  Memine  ccntradicefire,  but 
the  conceatrd  poet.  He  fays  in  his  prologue,  that  this  is  the  laft  the 
town  muft  expc£^  from  him :  he  had  done  himfeif  a  kindnefs,  had  he 
taken  his  leave  before. 

««  Tlse  3d  is  Mr.  Soothem*s,  calld  Tl^e  Fatal  Marriage,  or  the  Jnno^ 
temi  Jtdmltery.  It  is  not  only  the  beft  that  authonr  ever  writt,  but  is 
generally  atunired  for  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments  of  the  ftage,  and 
the  moft  entertaining  play  has  appeared  upon  it  thefe  7  years.  The 
plot  is  taken  out  of  Mrs.  Behn's  novel,  caild  The  Unbappy  Vc%U' 
BfteUur*  I  never  faw  Mrs.  Barry  a£t  with  fo  much  paftion  as  me  does 
in  it}  I  could  not  forbear  being  moved  even  to  tears  to  fee  her  ad.' 
Never  was  poet  better  rewarded  or  incouraged  by  the  town  \  for  beHdes 
an  cstraordinary  full  houfe,  which  brought  him  about  140I.  50  no- 
bkoieat  among  whom  my  lord  Winchelfea  was  one,  gave  him 
guineas  apiece^  and  the  printer  36!.  for  his  copy. 

**  This  kind  ufage  will  encourage  defpondiog  minor  poees,  and  veit 
kttffiag  Diydta  and  Congreve  to  nadnefi • 

«  We 
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from  apstroo,  in  rccnni  for  a  dfdicatioii»  wislbrt^fdU 


•*  We  hsd  taother  nev  pity  yefltnlay«  called  7%r  ^^MoKinu  SAiBry 
«r  «  leuerms  Kt^tnit,  Elkaoah  Settle  is  the  autboof  of  i^  and  (bf 
Ittcceu  is  anfwerabie  to  bis  repotation.  I  nererfaw  a  pisoe  (a  pfrf^cbed, 
nor  worie  contrived.  He  pretendf  'tis  a  Perfian  flsrv,  kuc  Ji«€  9iie 
kody  in  the  whole  aodlcDcc  coald  inake  any  thing  of  it|   *tJt«  i 


habel,  and  will  fink  for  ever.  The  poor  poet«  feeing  the  hooie  wpiald 
not  a^  it  for  hftiy  and  give  him  the  benefit  oi  the  third  dajft  maile  ^ 
prefent  of  it  to  the  women  in  the  boafe,  who  aft  ic^  hot  withottC 
profit  or  iocooragemeat.** 

In  1707  the  common  price  of  the  copy-right  of  a  play  waa  My 
pounds  i  though  in  that  year  Liotot  the  book(Sdier  gave  Edm«»d 
Smith  fixty  guineas  for  hit  Fhstdr^  Mmd  Hipf^mt* 

In  1715,  Sir  Richard  Steele  fold  Mr.  Addi(bn*s  comedy,  called  9*4^ 
Druwrnn-f  to  J.  Tonfon  for  fifty  pounds:  and  in  172s,  Or,  Yomig 
leceived  the  fame  price  for  bis  tragedy  of  The  Rtwmgt.  Two  year* 
before,  however,  (1719)  Southcrne*  who  feems  to  have  undetftood 
author- craft  better  then  any  of  hit  concemporariet,  fold  hit  S^tat 
Dame  for  the  extraordinary  fum  of  itol.  $  and  in  1706  Lantoc  paid 
tbe  celebrated  plagiary,  James  Moore  Smytb,  one  hundced  guiaiao 
for  a  comedy,  entitled  Ihe  R'rosl  Modt$*  From  that  dme,  tbia  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  tbe  cu(lomar>  price  for  feveral  years ;  but  of  late, 
(though  rarely)  one  hundred  and  fir'ty  pounds  have  been  given  for  a 
new  play.  The  fineft  tragick  poet  of  the  preient  age.  Ma,  jBrHS0V> 
received  that  price  for  two  of  bis  admirable  tragedies. 

^  See  the  preface  to  the  qaarto  edition  of  TrBiks  tmd  CrtJfJsr 
1609  I  **•  Had  I  time,  I  would  comment  upon  it,  though  it  needs  not^ 
for  fo  much  as  will  make  you  tbink  your  tefierne  well  bcikowcd,  buC 
lor  fo  much  worth  as  even  poor  I  know  to  be  ituft  in  it/'  Arc 

See  alio  the  preface  to  Randolph's  Jtalht  Lover s^  a  comedy, 
1632  ;  «  Courteous  resder,  I  beg  thy  pardon,  if  1  put  thee  to  the  ex* 
pence  of  zfixpence,  and  thelofs  of  half  an  hour.'* 

S»  «  I  did  dctcrmioe  not  to  have  dedicated  my  play  to  a»y  body^ 
htcsiufe  forty  Jbi/ii/igt  I  care  not  for  {  and  above,  few  or  none  wiU  be- 
ftow  on  theU  matters.*'  Dedication  to  A  IVoman^t  a  fFeaiherc^ek,  a 
comedy,  by  N.  Field,  1612. 

See  alfo  tbe  AutborU  Epifite  popuUff  prefixed  to  Cyntbia^t  Retrengtp 
2613  :  '*  Thus  do  our  pie^baid  naturalj(b  depend  upon  poor  wages, 
gape  af^er  the  drunken  harvcft  o£f§rtyJbUIiniSf  and  fliame  the  worthy 
benefaHtn  ef  HelieoaS 

Soon  after  the  Revolution,  five,  and  ibmetJo»es  ten,  guineat  feema 
to  have  been  the  cuftomary  prefcAt  on  tbefe  occafioni.  In  the  time 
of  George  the  Fit  ft,  it  appeart  from  one  of  Swi^^'t  teeters  that  twenty 
gBiaeat  wti«  ufuaiiy  prefencedto  an  author  for  this  piece  of /at«ery. 

On 
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On  the  firft  day  of  e;ckibiting  a  new  play,  the  prices 
cf  admiffipn  appear  to  have  been  raifed  *,  lonictinies  to 
doable*  fometimes  to  treble,  prices  *• ;  and  ihis  feexns 
ID  have  been  occafionally  pradifed  on  the  iKneEt-nights 
cf  antbors,  and  on  the  reprefentation  of  expen five  play s^ 
U>  the  year  1726  in  the  prefent  century'. 

Dramatick  ^ts  in  ancient  times,  as  at  preient,  were 
mdmitced  gratis  into  the  theatre^. 

It 

X  This  maybe  colleded  from  the  following  verfes  bj  J.  Mayne,  Xm 
the  memory  of  Ben  Jonfon  : 

**  He  chac  writes  well,  writes  ^uick,  (ince  the  rule*s  true, 
**  Nothing  IS  flowly  done,  chat*s  always  new  ; 
*<  ^0  when  thy  Fox  bad  ten  times  afied  been, 
<<  Each  ^fy  was /fr^,  but  that  'twzs  cbtaperfeetu** 
*  See  the  laft  line  of  the  Prologue  to  Tunhridge  frtUxf  167X9  quoCa4 
in  p.  80,  o.  7. 

}  Downes,  fpealcing  oftbt  Sfuirtof  jflfathfS^^d  in  1688.  fayt,  <<the 
poet  received  for  his  third  day  in  the  noufe  in  Drury  Lane  at  Jingk 
frka,  130I.  which  was  the  greateft  Kceipt  they  ever  had  ztjuigk 
fr'tetsm^  Hence  it  appears  that  the  prices  were  fometimes  raifed ;  aoA 
after  the  Reft*ration  the  additional  prkes  were,  I  believe,  demanded 
during  what  is  called  in  the  language  of  the  theatre  the  firft  run  of 
a  new  piece.  At  leaft  this  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  century.  See 
Che  Epilogue  to  HuMha,  a  tragedy,  1726 : 

«  What,  a  new  play,  without  new  Scenes  and  doaths ! 
'<  Without  a  friendly  party  from  the  Rofe  t 
"  And  what  agiinft  a  ran  ftill  prepofTciTes, 
**  *Twaa  on  the  bills  put  op  ac  common  pr'utU** 
See  akb  the  Epilogue  to  L^e  atfirftjigbt : 

**  Was  tapers,  gawdy  doaths,  raii'd  priai  too, 
"  Yet  even  the  flay  thus  gamifli*d  would  not  do.** 
In  1701  the  prices  o."  admiflion  were  in  a  fiuduating  ftate.  '<  The 
feople,**  fays  Gildoo,  *<  never  were  in  a  better  humour  for  plays,  nov 
were  the  boufes  ever  fo  crowded,  though  the  rates  bsvt  rum  very  high, 
fiMsetimes  to  a  icaadalout  excefs ;  never  did  printed  plays  ri(e  to  fuch 
a  price,  -never  were  fomany  poets  preferred  as  in  the  laft  ten  years/* 
Cm^riJ^  hetfoem  ibe  two  jlsgesf  1702.  The  price  of  a  printed  play 
ahoat  that  time  rofe  to  eighteen-pence* 

4  See  verfesbyj.  Stephens,  "  to  his  worthy  friend,*'  H.  Fitz-Jeoffery# 
9fkUi  N0ttt  frmm  Blsck'ffyeri,  1617: 
«<    I.  1  muft, 

**  Thoagh  it  be  a  player*s  vice  to  be  unjuft 
**  To  ver(«  90t  yidding  coyne,  let  players  know, 
**  They  cannot  secompence  your  labour,  though 
'*  They  grace  you  with  a  chiayre  upon  the  ftage, 
••  AmS  tiki  a#  mmuy  ofyw%  nor  yur  fgtC* 
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It  appears  from  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  Office-book  that 
the  king's  company  between  the  years  162I  and  164I 
produced  either  at  Blackfriars  or  the  Globe  at  leaft 
four  new  plays  everv  year.  Every  play,  before  it  Was 
reprefented  on  the  Itage^  was  licenfed  by  the  Maftef  of 
the  Revels,  for  which  he  received  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  but  a  noble,  though  at  a  fubfeqnent  period 
the  flated  fee  on  this  occafion  rofe  to  two  pounds. 

Neither  Queen  Elizabeth,  nor  King  James  the  Firfl, 
nor  Charles  the  Firft,  I  believe,  ever  went  to  the  pubr 
lick  theatre ;  but  they  frequently  ordered  plays  to  be 
performed  at  court,  which  were  reprefented  in  the  royal 
theatre  called  the  Cockpit,  in  Whitehall :  and  the  aftors 
of  the  king's  company  were  fometimes  commanded  to 
attend  his  majefty  in  his  fummer's  progrefs,  to  perform 
before  him  in  the  country '.     Queen  Henrietta  Maria, 

however. 

So,  in  The  Phy-bouft  to  be  .Vr,  by  Sir  W.  D*  Avenint  s 

«*  Poet,  Do  you  fct  up  for  yourfelfci,  and  profefs  wit, 
^  Without  help  of  your  authors  ?    Take  heed,  firs, 
**  You'll  get  few  cuftomcrt. 

«*  Houjekeeptr*  Yes,  wc  fliall  have  the  poett* 
**  Poet.  *Tii  becauje  tbey  pay  tictbier  for  tbtir  iwtrtMceV 
^  «  Whereas  William  Pen,  Thomas  Hobbes,  William  Trigg, 
William  Patrick,  Richard  Baxter,  Alexander  Goagh,  WtUiam  Hart, 
and  Richard  Hawley,  together  with  ten  more  or  thereabouts  of  their 
fellows,  his  majrfties  comedians,  and  of  the  regular  company  of  play- 
ers in  the  Blackfryers,  London,  are  commaunded  to  attend  hit  ma- 
jeflie,  and  be  nigh  about  the  court  this  fummer  progrefs,  in  readinefs, 
when  they  (hall  be  called  upon  to  ad  before  his  majeftie :  for  the 
better  enabling  and  encouraging  them  whereunto,  his  majei^y  is  gra- 
ciouHy  pleafed  that  they  Hiall,  as  well  before  his  majefties  fetting 
forth  on  his  maine  progreHe,  as  in  all  that  time,  and  after,  till  they 
ihall  have  occafion  to  returne  homewards,  have  all  freedome  and  liberty 
to  repayre  unto  all  towns  corporate,  mercate  townes,  and  other,  where 
they  ihall  thinke  fitt,  and  there  in  their  common  halh,  mootehalls, 
fchooUhoufes  or  other  convenient  roomes,  adt  playe.«,  comedyes,  and 
interludes,  without  any  lett,  hinderance,  or  moleftation  whatfoever 
(behaving  themfelves  civilly).  And  herein  it  is  his  majefties  pleafure, 
and  he  does  exped^,  that  in  ail  places  where  they  cortie,  they  be  trea- 
ted and  entertayned  with  foch  due  refpe£t  and  coortefie  as  may  become 
his  majefties  loyal  and  loving  fubjefls  towards  his  fervants.  In  tefti- 
nony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and  fealc  at  arms.  Dated 
atWhitehall,  the  lythof  May,  1636. 
T# «//  Maytrsf  &c.  .  P.  and  M/' 

Mf.  in  the  Lord  ChambcrIaio\  office. 

Tlus 
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liowever,  went  fometimes  to  the  publick  theatre  at 
Blackfriars^  I  find  from  the  Council-books  that  in 
the  time  of  Elizabeth  ten  pounds  was  the  payment 
for  a  play  performed  before  her;  that  is,  twenty 
nobleSy  or  iix  pounds^  thirteen  fhillings,  and  four-pence, 
as  the  regular  and  Aated  fee ;  and  three  pounds,  fix 
ihillings,  and  eight-ocnce,  by  way  of  bounty  or  reward. 
The  fame  fam,  as  I  learn  from  the  manufcript  notes  of 
lord  Stanhope,  Treafurer  of  the  Chamber  to  king 
James  the  Firil,  continued  to  be  paid  during  his  reign  : 
and  thia  was  the  ftated  payment  during  the  reign  of  his 
fucceflbr  alfo.  Plays  at  court  were  ufually  performed  at 
Aight^  by  which  means  they  did  not  interfere  with  the 

This  is  entitled  in  the  mzrpn^ A  Player'' s  Paft* 

Wiliiam  Hart,  whofe  name  occurs  in  the  foregoing  li/l,  and  who 
Bodoubteiily  was  the  cidcft  Ton  of  Joan  Hart,  our  poet*8  Hfter,  Is  fnen- 
tiooed  in  another  warrant,  with  ten  others,  as  a  Jepetidant  <in  the 
p!a)crs,— **  employed  by  his  Majcfties  fervantsof  the  Blackfryers,  and 
of  fpcdal  afe  unto  them,  both  on  the  Dage  and  otherwife." 

This  paper  having  efcaped  my  memory,  when  a  former  part  of  this 
work  was  printing*  [fee  Vol.  I.  P.  1.  p.  i6a,  n.  i.and  p.  179,  n.  i.] 
I  faggefted  that  Mictaei  Hart,  our  poet^s  youngtft  nephew,  was  pro- 
bably  the  father  of  Charles  Hart,  the  celebrated  tragedian }  but  with- 
o*Jt  doabt  his  father  was  William,  (the  elder  brother  of  Michael,)  who, 
we  find,  fettled  in  Londoiiy  and  was  an  z€tor.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  he  left  Stratford  before  his  uncle  Shakfpeare*s  death,  at  which 
time  he  was  fixteen  years  old ;  and  in  coniequence  of  that  connexion 
IbtiAd  an  cafy  introduQion  to  the  ftage.  He  probably  married  in  the 
year  1625,  *'*^  his  fon  Charles  was,  1  fuppo&,  born  in  1616.  Be- 
Ibre  the  acceffion  of  Charles  the  Firfi:,  the  chriAian  name  of  Charltt 
was  fo  uncommon,  that  it  fcarcely  ever  occurs  in  our  early  parifli-ra- 
f  i/brs.  Charles  Hart  was  a  lieutenant  under  Sir  Thonus  Dallifon  in 
Prince  Rupert's  re|iment,  and  fought  at  the  battle  of  Edgchill,  at 
which  time,  according  to  my  fuppomion,  he  was  but  feventeeu  years 
okT;  but  fuch  early  exertions  were  not  at  that  time  uncommon.  Wil. 
liam  Hart,  who  has  given  occafion  to  the  prefcnt  note,  died  in  1639, 
and  was  bnried  at  bis  native  town  of  Stratford  on  the  28th  of  March 
in  that  year. 

*  **  The  13  May,  1634,  the  Queene  was  at  Blackfryers,  to  fee  Mcf- 
fengns  playe."— The  p>ay  which  htr  majefty  honoured  with  her  pre- 
fence  was  The  Tragedy  of  Chetnder,  which  had  been  produced  on  the 
7th  of  the  fame  month,  and  is  now  loft,  with  many  gthtr  pieces  of  the 
iimt  writer. 

Vot.  I.  Part  II.  •L  tegular 
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regular  exhibition  at  the  publick  theatres,  which  was 
early  in  the  afternoon ;  and  thus  the  royal  bounty  was 
for  lb  much  a  clear  profit  to  the  company :  but  when  a 
play  was  commanded  to  be  performed  at  any  of  the  royal 
palaces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  by  which  the 
a^rs  were  prevented  from  deriving  any  profit  from  a 
publick  exhibition  on  the  fame  day,  the  fee,  as  appears 
from  a  manufcript  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  office, 
was,  in  the  year  1630,  and  probably  in  Shakfpeare's 
time  alfo,  twenty  pounds  ^ ;  and  this  circnmftance  1  for- 
jnerly  ilated,  at  Itrongly  indicating  that  the  fum  laft  men- 
tioned was  a  very  confiderable  produce  on  any  one  re« 
prefeutation  at  the  Blackfriars  or  Globe  playhoufe.  The 
office-book  which  I  have  fo  often  quotecx,  has  fully  con- 
firmed my  conjedure. 

The  cudom  of  paffing  a  final  cenfure  on  plays  at  their 
firft  exhibition  ^,  is  as  ancient  as  the  time  of  our  author  ; 

for 

7  "  Whereas  by  virtue  of  his  majeflies  lettert  patent  bearing  date 
the  1 6th  of  June,  1625,  made  and  grauntcd  in  conArmation  of  di* 
verfc  warrants  and  privy  feales  unto  you  formerly  direded  in  the  time 
of  our  late  foveraigne  Icing  James,  you  are  authorized  (amongil  other 
things)  to  make  payment  tor  playes  adted  before  his  majefty  and  the 
queene.  Theis  are  to  pray  and  require  you,  out  of  hit  majeflies  trea« 
lure  in  your  charge,  to  pay  or  caufe  to  be  payed  unto  Jtbn  Lewitig^  in 
the  behalfe  of  himfelfe  and  the  reft  of  the  company  his  majefties  play- 
ers, the  fum  ol  two  hundred  and  fixty  pounds;  that  is  to  fay,  tsuemtj 
pounds  apiece  for  foure  playes  aded  at  Hampton  Court,  in  relped  and 
coniideration  of  the  travaile  and  expence  of  the  whole  company  in  dyet 
and  lodging  during  the  time  of  their  attendance  there  $  and  the  like 
fomme  oi  twenty  pounds  for  one  other  play  which  was  a£led  in  the  daj» 
time  at  Whitehall,  by  meancs  whereof  the  players  loft  the  benefit  of 
their  houfe  for  that  dayi  and  ten  pounds  apiece  for  fixteen  other  playes 
a^ed  before  his  majefty  at  Whitehall :  amounting  in  all  unto  the 
fum  of  two  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  for  one  and  twenty  playes  his 
majefties  fervaunti  sQed  before  his  majedie  and  the  (jueene  lit  fcverall 
times,  between  the  30th  of  Sept.  and  the  2Xil  of  Feb.  laft  paft.  As 
it  may  appe^re  by  the  annexed  fchedule. 

•(  And  theis.  Sec,     March  17,  1630-1/* 

Mf.  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain*s  office. 

B  The  cuftom  of  exprefting  difapprobation  of  a  play,  and  interrupt* 
ing  the  drama,  by  the  noife  ot  cauaU,  or  at  leaft  by  imitating  the  tones 
ot  a  cat,  is  probably  as  ancient  as  Shakfpeare's  time  ;  for  Decker  in 
hit  Gttii  tiornt'hwk,  counfeli  the  gallaat|  if  he  wiihes  to  difgraot  the 

poet^ 
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fer  ho  lefs  than  three  plays  ^  of  his  rival,  Ben  Jonfon,  ap« 
pear  to  have  been  defervcdly  damned " ;  and  Fletcher's 
Faithful  Shepherde/s  *,  and  The  Knight  of  the  Burning 
FefiU,  written  by  him  and  Beaumont,  underwent  the 
fame  fate'. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  what  were  the  emoluments 
of  a  fuccefsfiil  ador  in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare.    They 

poet,  **  to  vjbew  at  the  chHdren*t  adion,  to  whiftle  at  the  foogt, 
•ni  mno  at  the  paffionate  fpeeches/*  See  alfo  the  indudion  to  *Tbt 
IJk  of  Gulls,  a  comedy,  1606:  *<  Either  fee  it  all  or.  none;  for 'tia 
f  lown  into  a  tuilom  at  plays,  if  any  one  rife,  (efpecially  of  any  faihion- 
able  fort,)  about  what  feriout  bufinefs  foever,  the  reft,  thinking  it  ia 
diflike  of  the  play,  (chough  he  never  thinks  it,)  cry— <*  mtwr^hj 
lefus,  vile,**— and  leave  the  poor  heartlefa  children  to  fpeak  their  epi* 
logue  to  the  empty  feats.** 

^  Sejsfi&it  Caiilime,  and  The  New  Inn,  Of  the  two  former  Jon* 
fon*s  Gb^Ji  is  thus  made  to  fpeak  in  an  epilogue  to  Bvtry  Msu  in  bit 
Humour,  written  by  Lord  Buckhurft,  about  the  middle  of  tfyt  lift 
century: 

«  Hold,  and  give  way,  for  I  myfelf  will  fpeak  t 

*<  Can  you  encourage  fo  much  infolence, 

**  And  add  new  faults  ftill  to  the  great  oifence 

«  Your  anceftors  fo  raflily  did  commit, 

*'  Againft  ihe  mighty  powers  of  art  and  wit) 

«  When  they  condemn*d  thofe  noble  works  of  mine, 

**  Sejumis,  and  my  bcft-lov*d  Catiline  /'* 
The  title-page  of  Tbe  Neiv  Inu,  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  its  condem- 
toatioo.  Another  piece  of  this  writer  does  not  feem  to  have  met  with 
a  very  favourable  reception  j  for  Mr.  Drummond  of  Hawthornden 
(Jonfon*s  friend)  informs  us,  that  **  when  the  play  of  Tbe  SUeat 
Weman  was  firft  aded,  there  were  found  verfts,  after,  on  the  ftage, 
againft  him,  fthe  author,]  concluding,  that  that  play  waa  well  named 
Tbe  Silimt  woman,  becaufe  there  was  never  one  man  to  fay  fUuditi 
to  it.**     L)rummond*s  Works,  foi.  p.  226. 

>  The  term,  as  well  as  the  prance,  is  ancient.  See  the  epilogut 
to  Tb^  Unfortunate  Lovert^  by  Sir  W.  D*Avenant,  1643  s 

"  Our  poet— 

**  —  will  never  wifli  to  fee  uf  thrive, 

*(  If  by  an  humble  epilogue  we  ftrive 

**  To  court  from  you  that  privilege  to-day^ 

**  Which  you  fo  long  have  had,  to  damn  a  fUfT' 
ft  See  in  p.  99  (n.  4.)  Verfet  addrefled  to  Fletcher  QnVxttakh* 
ful  SbepberdeJ,. 

3  See  the  epiftle  prefixed  to  the  firft  editioA  of  Tbt  Knight  $f  tbt 
Smmmi  P^^  ia  1613* 

L  2  ha4 
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kzd  not  then  annual  benefits,  as  at  prefent^.  The 
clear  emoluments  of  the  theatre,  after  deducting  the 
nightly  expences  for  lights,  men  occaiionally  hired 
for  the  evening,  iec.  which  in  Shakfpeare's  houfe  was 
but  forty-five  (hillings,  were  divided  into  (hares,  of 
which  part  belonged  to  the  proprietors,  who  were  called 
Koufekeepers,  and  the  remainder  was  divided  among 
the  adors,  according  to  their  rank  and  merit.  I  fufped 
that  the  whole  clear  receipt  was  divided  into  forty 
fhares,  of  ^hich  perhaps  the  houfe-keepers  or  proprietors 
had  fifteen,  the  adlon  twenty«two,  and  three  were  devoted 
to  the  purchafe  of  new  plays,  drefles,  &c.  From  Bea 
Jonfon's  Foitafter^  it  (hould  feem  that  one  of  the  perfi>r« 
mers  had  feven  (hares  and  a  half ;  but  of  what  integral 
fnm  is  not  mentioned.  The  perfon  alluded  to,  (if  any 
peribn  was  alluded  to,  which  is  not  certain,}  mufl,  I 
think,  have  been  a  proprietor,  as  well  as  a  principal 
adlor.  Our  poet  in  his  ^aW^/ fpeaks  of  a  ocW^  ^^r^, 
as  no  contemptible  emolument ;  and  from  the  fame  play 
iVe  learn  that  fome  of  the  performers  had  onJy  half  a 
fharc  *.    Others  probably  had  Hill  lefs. 

It 

4  Cibbcr  fajrs  in  his  Apokiyt  p.  96,  <<  Mrs.  Barry  wai  the  fird  per« 
fon  whofe  merle  was  dillinguiihed  by  the  indulgence  of  having  an 
annual  beneftc-ph) ,  which  was  granted  to  her  alone,  if  I  miftalce  not, 
fir/l  in  king  Jameses  time  \  and  which  became  not  common  to  others, 
till  the  divifton  of  this  company,  after  the  death  of  king  WiUiam't 
^ueen  Mary.** 

But  in  this  as  in  many  other  fa£ts  he  is  Inaccurate  ;  for  it  appears 
from  an  agreement  entered  into  by  Dr.  D'Avenant,  Charles  Hart, 
Thomas  Betterton,  and  others,  dated  O^ober  14,  i6Si|  that  the 
x€tox%  had  then  benefits.  By  this  agreement  five  (hillings,  apiece,  were 
to  be  paid  to  Hart  and  Kynafton  the  players,  «  for  every  day  there 
fhall  be  any  tragedies  or  comedies  or  other  reprefentations  aded  at  the 
Duke*s  theatre  in  Saliibury  Court,  or  wherever  the  company  (hall  a6t, 
during  the  refpedlive  lives  of  the  faid  Charles  Hart  and  Edwatd 
Kynailon,  excepting  the  days  the  young  men  or  young  women  pUj  for 
their  own  frofit  only,**     Glidon*s  Life  of  Metterton,  p.  8. 

5  <(  Tucca,  Fare  thee  well,  my  honeft  penny-biter  :  commend  me 
to  ft%/en  Jhares  and  a  balfy  and  remember  to-morrow.i— If  you  tack  a 
femfice,  you  ihall  play  in  my  name,  rafcalf ;  [alluding  to  the  c«ftom 
of  adors  calling  themfelves  thtfervants  of  certain  noblemen,]  butyos 
ihall  buy  your  own  doth,  and  I'll  have  two  fksret  for  my  couate- 
nance.**    Poetafter,  1602.- 

^  «  Would  not  thiij  fir,  ud  t  forefi  of  feathers,  (if  the  reft  of 

my 
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It  appears  from  a  deed  executed  by  Thomas  ELilligrew 
and  others,  that  in  the  year  1666,  the  whole  profit 
arifing  from  ading  plays,  mafques,  ^c.  at  the  king's 
theatre^  was  divided  into  tiuel^ve  pares  and  three  quar^ 
itrs  ^,  of  which  Mr.  Killigrew,  the  manager,  had  two 

fhares 

my  fortunes  turn  Turk  with  me,)  with  two  Provencial  rofes  on  mj 
faxed  flioes,  gee  me  a  fellowihip  in  a  cry  of  plajersy  Ar  ? 
«  Hor,  H^lfaihare. 

"  Ham.  A  whole  ihare,  I.'*  Hamlee,  AGk  III.  fc.  ii. 
In  a  poem  entitled  /  would  and  J  vjould  net,  by  B.  N.  1614,  the 
writer  makes  a  player  utter  a  with  to  poflefs  fin/e  /bares  in  every  play^ 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  performer  derived  Co  great  an  emolument 
from  the  ftage,  unlefs  he  were  alfo  a  proprietor.  The  fpeaker  ftcaa 
to  wiih  for  excellence  that  was  never  yet  attained,  (to  be  able  to  »dt 
every  part  that  was  ever  written,)  that  he  might  gain  an  emolument 
/m^ior  to  any  then  acquired  by  the  moft  popular  and  fucceiifial 
ador :  4 

'<  I  would  I  were  a  player,  and  could  z€t  n 

**  As  many  partes  as  came  upon  a  ftage, 
**  And  in  my  braine  could  make  a  full  compact  ^ 

«  Of  all  that  paileth  betwixt  youth  and  age  $ 
<*  That  I  might  hxve^ve /bares  in  every  play, 
**  And  let  them  laugh  that  bear  the  bell  away.**  <^  , 

The  a^ors  were  treated  with  lefs  refpe^t  than  at  prefent,  being 
Tomecimcs  interrupted  during  their  performance,  on  account  of  fup« 
pofed  perfonalitiei ;  for  the  fame  author  adds— 

**  And  yet  I  would  not ;  for  then  do  I  feare, 

**  If  I  ihould  gall  fome  goofe^caf  with  my  fpeech, 
**  That  he  would  freat,  and  fume,  and  chafe,  and  fwear* 

*'  As  if  fome  flea  had  bit  him  by  the  breech ; 
'<  And  in  ibme  paflion  or  ftrange  agonie 
*'  Difturb  both  mee  and  all  the  companie.** 
On  fome  occafions  application  was  made  by  individuals  to  the  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Revels,  to  reftrain  this  licentioufiDefi  of  the  ilage ;  as  ap« 
pe^ s  from  the  following  note ; 

**  0€tob»  1633.  Exception  was  taken  by  Mr.  Sewfter  to  the  fecond 
part  of  The  Cittf  Staff er,  which  gave  mee  occaHon  to  ftay  the  play^ 
tJU  the  company  [of  Salifl>ury  Court]  had  given  him  fatisfadion; 
which  was  done  the  next  day,  and  under  his  hande  he  did  certifye  mee 
that  be  was  fatisfyed."    Mf,  Herbert. 

7  In  an  indenture  tripartite,  dated  December  31,  1666,  (which  I 
have  feen)  between  Thomas  Kiliigrew  and  Henry  KiUigrcw,  his  fon 
and  heir,  of  the  firft  part,  Thomas  Porter,  Efq.  of  the  fecond  part^ 
and  Sir  John  Sayer  and  Dame  Catharine  Sayer,  his  wife,  of  the  third 
port,  it  is  recited,  {Uter  alia,)  that  the  protiu  arifing  by  ading  of  playt^ 
■aafques,  Ac.  then  perforHied  by  the  company  of  a^rs  called  the  king 
and  ^ucca*t  flayers,  were  by  agreement  emengft  thei&fclvcs  ao4 
L  3  Thomas 
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ihares  and  three  qaarters ;  and  if  we  may  tnifi  to  the 
ilatement  in  another  very  curious  paper,  inicrted  below, 
(which  however  was  probably  exaggerated,)  each  (hare 
produced,  at  the  lowed  calculation,  about  250I.*  per 
ann.  tut;  and  the  total  clear  profits  confeqnently  were 
about  3187I.  10s.  od. 

Thefe  (hares  were  then  diftributed  among  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  theatre,  who  at  that  time  were  not  a£U>rs,  the 
performers,  and  the  dramatick  poets,  who  were  retain- 
ed in  the  fer\'ice  of  the  theatre,  and  received  a  part  of 
the  annual  produce  as  a  compenfation  for  the  pieces 
which  they  produced  '• 

la 

Thomas  Killigrew,  dWidcd  into  tweh^e  fbaret  mud  thrte  fmsrterst  and 
that  Thomas  Killigrew  was  to  have  two  full  ihares  and  three  quarters. 
And  by  agreement  between  Henry  and  Thomas,  Henry  was  to  have 
four  pounds /)Ar  week,  out  of  the  two  (hares  of  Thomas,  except  fuck 
weeks  when  the  players  did  not  z€t. 

In  1682,  when  the  two  companies  united,  the  profits  of  a^ng,  wc 
are  told  by  CoUey  Gibber,  were  divided  into  ttoetity  /bares,  ten  of 
v^hich  went  to  the  proprietors  or  patentees,  and  the  other  moiety  to 
the  a^ors,  in  difterent  divifions  proportioned  to  their  merit. 

*  Wright  fays  in  his  HiJIoria  Htftriomica  that  he  had  been  afTured  by 
VI  old  a^or,  that  <*  for  feveral  years  next  after  the  Reftoration  every 
whole  fharer  in  Mr.  Hart's  company,  [that  is,  the  King's  fervants,J 
got  loool.  fer  ann,"  But  his  informer  was  undoubtedly  miftaken,  .as 
is  proved  by  the  petition  or  memorial  printed  below,  (feen.  9.)  and 
by  Sir  Henry  Herbert*s  ftatement  of  Thomas  Killigrew's  profits.  If 
every  whole  (barer  had  got  I oocl.  ^«ra/iir.  then  the  annual  receipts 
muft  have  been  near  i^oool.  In  1743,  after  Mr.  Garrick  had  ap«. 
peared,  the  theatre  of  Drury«lane  did  not  receive  more  than  I500ol« 
«    fer  ann, 

9  Gildon  in  h\s  Lanfi  0/ Poeuf,  8vo.  1721,  obferves,  that  **  after 
the  Refloration,  when  the  two  houfes  ftruggled  for  the  favour  of  the 
town,  the  taking  poets  were  fecured  to  either  houfc  by  a  fort  of  re- 
taining fee,  which  feldpm  or  never  amounted  to  more  than  forty 
ihillings  a  week,  nor  was*  that  of  any  long  continuance."  He  appears 
to  have  under.rated  their  profiu  $  but  the  fad  to  which  he  alludes  is 
inconteflably  proved  by  the  following  paper,  which  remained  long  in 
the  hands  of  the  Killigrew  family,  and  is  now  in  the  poHefiion  of  Mr* 
Reed  of  Staple.Inn,  by  whom  ir  was  obligingly  communicated  to  me 
^  ibme  years  ago.  The  fuperfcription  is  loft,  but  it  was  probably  ad- 
drefTed  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  or  the  King,  about  the  year  1678  t 
"  Whereas  upon  Mr.  Dryden's  binding  himfelf  to  write  three  playea 
a  yeere,  hee  the  faid  Mr.  Dryden  was  admitted  and  continued  as  4 
iliarer  in  the  king*s  playhoufe  for  diverfe  years,  and  received  for  his 
/b«r«  fnd  4  quartv  (hiee  or  four  hundred  pounds^  c^mmunibut  anmt  $ 

but 
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In  a  paper  delivered  by  Sir  Henr^  Herbert  to  Lord 
Clarendon  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  July  11,  1662, 
which  will  be  found  in  a  fubiequent  page,  he  dates  the 

But  though  he  received  the  moneyi ,  we  received  not  the  plajrei,  not 
one  in  a  yeare.  After  which,  the  houfe  being  burnt,  the  company  in 
building  another  contraded  great  debtS}  fo  that  fliares  fell  much  ihort 
of  what  they  were  formerly.  Thereupon  Mr.  Dryden  complaining  to 
the  company  of  hit  want  of  proffit,  the  company  was  fo  kind  to  him 
that  they  not  only  did  not  prelTe  him  for  the  playea  which  he  fo  engaged 
to  write  for  them,  and  for  which  he  was  paid  beforehand,  but  they 
did  alfo  at  his  earneft  requeft  give  him  a  third  day  for  his  laft  new  play 
called  Allftr  L.ve ;  and  at  the  receipt  of  the  money  of  the  faid  third 
day,  he  aclcnowledged  it  as  a  guift,  and  a  particular  kindneife  of  the 
company.  Yet  notwithftanding  this  kind  proceeding,  Mr.  Drydeo 
hu  now,  jointly  with  Mr.  Lee,  (who  was  in  penfion  with  us  to  the  laft 
day  of  our  playing,  and  (hall  continue,)  written  a  play  called  Oedlput^ 
and  given  it  to  the  Duke*s  company,  contrary  to  his  faid  agreement, 
his  promife,  and  all  gratitude,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  almoft  un- 
doing of  the  company,  they  being  the  only  poets  remaining  to  us.  Mr^ 
Crowne»  being  under  the  like  agreement  with  the  duke's  houfe,  writt 
a  play  called  The  Deftrufiitn  of  JerufBlem,  and  being  forced  by  their 
refufall  of  it,  to  bring  it  to  us,  the  faid  company  compelled  us,  after 
the  ftudying  of  it,  and  a  vaft  expence  in  fcenes  and  cloathes,  to  buy 
oft'  their  dayme,  by  paying  all  the  penfion  he  had  received  from  them, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  paid  by  the  king's  com- 
pany, befides  ncere  forty  pounds  he  the  faid  Mr.  Crowne  paid  out  of 
his  owne  pocket. 

«  Thefe  things  confidered,  if,  notwithftanding  Mr.  Dryden*s  faid 
agreement,  promife,  and  moneys  freely  given  him  for  his  faid  laft  new 
play,  and  the  many  titles  we  have  to  his  writings,  this  play  be  judged 
away  from  us,  we  muft  fubmit* 

Charles  Killigrew* 
(Signed)  Charles  Hart. 

Rich.  Burt. 

Cardell  Goodman* 

Mic.  Mohun.** 

It  has  been  thought  very  extraordinary  that  Dryden  Ihotfld  enter  In- 
to a  contra^  to  produce  three  new  plays  every  year ;  and  undoubtedly 
that  any  poet  (hould  (ormzW^  ftipuUte  that  his  genius  (hould  be  thui 
produdive,  is  extraordinary.  But  the  exertion  itfelf  was  in  the  laft 
age  not  uncommon,  in  ten  years,  from  the  death  of  Beaumont  in 
1615  to  the  year  1625,  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe  that  Fletcher 
produced  near  thirty  plays.  Mailinger  between  1623  and  1638  brought 
out  nearly  the  fame  number  \  and  Shirley  in  fiftttn  years  furniihed 
various  theatres  with  forty  plays*  Thomas  Heywood  was  ftill  mors 
proli^k. 

L  4  cmojamenc 
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•cmohiment  which  Mr.  Thomas  KilHgrcw  then  derived 
(from  his  two  (hares  and  three  quarters,)  at  X'9-  ^'  ^^ 
fer  week ;  according  to  which  llatement  each  mair  ia 
ihe  king's  company  produced  but  two  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  ten  (hillings  a  year.  In  Sir  WiUiam  D*  Avenant's 
company,  from  the  time  their  new  theatre  was  opened  ia 
Portugal-row  near  Lincoln's  Inn  fields,  (April  1662,)  the 
total  receipt  (after  deducing  the  nightly  charges  of 
•*  men  hirelings  and  other  cuftomary  expences,")  was 
divided  into  fifteen  (hares,  of  which  it  was  agreed  by 
articles  previoufly entered  into',  that  ten  (hould  belong 
toD'Avenant;  viz.  two  •*  towards  the  houfe-rent,  build- 
ings, fcaffblding,  and  making  of  frames  for  fcenes  ; 
one  for  a  provifion  of  habits,  properties,  and  fcenes,  for 
a  fupplement  of  the  faid  theatre  ;  and  feven  to  maintain 
all  the  women  that  are  to  perform  or  reprefent  women's 
parts,  in  tragedies,  comedies,  &c.  and  in  confideration 
of  credling  and  eftablifhing  his  adors  to  be  a  company, 
and  his  pains  and  expences  for  that  purpofe  for  many 
years."  The  other  nve  (hares  were  divided  in  various 
proportions  among  the  reft  of  the  troop. 

In  the  paper  above  referred  to  it  is  ftated  by  Sir  Henry 
Herbert,  that  D'Avenant  "  drew  from  thefe  ten  (hares 
two  hundred  pounds  a  week  ;"  and  if  that  (latement  was 
correct,  each  (hare  in  his  playhoufe  then  produced  annu- 
ally iix  hundred  pounds,  (uppofmg  the  ailing  feafon  to 
have  then  laftcd  for  thirty  weeks. 

Such  were  the  emoluments  of  the  theatre  foon  after  the 
Refloration  ;  which  I  have  ftated  here,  from  authentick 
documents,  becaufe  they  may  affift  us  in  our  conjedlures 
concerning  the  profits  derived  from  ftage-exhibitions  at 
a  more  reiflOwe  and  darker  period. 

From  the  prices  of  admiffion  into  our  ancient  theatres 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  which  have  been  already 
noticed,  1  formerly  conjedured  that  about  twenty  pounds 
was  a  con(iderabIe  receipt  at  the  Blackfriars  and  Globe 
theatre,  on  any  one  day ;  and  my  conje^ure  is  now  con- 
firmed by  indifputable  evidence.    In  bir  Henry  Her- 

I  Thefe  axtlclcf  will  be  found  in  a  febfe^uent  page. 

bert's 


Of  THE  RNGLtSH  STAGE.        153 

bert's  Office-book  I  find  the  following  curious  notices  on 
this  fubjefly  under  the  year  1628  : 

'*  The  kinges  company  with  a  gcnerall  confent  and 
alacritye  have  given  mee  the  benefitt  of  too  dayes  in  the 
Veare,  the  one  in  fummer^  thother  in  winter,  to  bee 
taken  out  of  the  fecond  daye  of  a  revived  playe,  att  mf 
owne  choyfe.  The  houfekeepers  have  likewyfe  given 
their  (hares,  their  dayly  charge  only  dedudled,  which 
comes  to  fome  2I.  5s.  this  25  May,  1628. 

"  The  benefitt  of  the  firft  day,  being  a  very  unfea- 
fonable  one  in  refpedt  of  the  weather,  comes  bat  unto 
jf.4.  15.  o." 

This  agreement  fubfifled  for  dye  years  and  a  half, 
daring  which  time  Sir  Henry  Herbert  had  ten  benefits^ 
the  moft  profitable  of  which  produced  feventeen  pounds, 
and  ten  millings,  nef,  on  the  22d  of  Nov.  1628,  when 
Fletcher's  Cuftom  oftht  Country  was  performed  at  Black - 
friars  ;  and  the  leaft  emolument  which  he  received  was 
on  the  reprefentation  of  a  play  which  is  not  named,  at 
the  Globe,  in  the  fummerof  the  year  1632,  which  pro* 
duced  only  the  fum  of  one  pound,  and  §iyt  (hillings, 
after  dedu6ling  from  the  total  receipt,  in  each  inflance 
the  nightly  charge  above  mentioned.  I  (hall  give  below 
the  receipt  taken  by  him  on  each  of  the  ten  perfor- 
mances ;  from  which  it  appears  that  his  clear  profit  at 
an  average,  oa  each  of  his  nights,  was  ^»  8.  19.  4.* 
And  the  total   nightly  receipt  was  at   an  average— 

On 

*  26»8.  May  2);,  [thfc  plav  not  named,]— ^^.4.    15.    o. 

<<  The  benefitt  of  the  winters  day,  being  the  (econd  day 

of  an  old  play  called  Tbe  QtSeme  of  tbt  Cuutrye,  came  to 

£»  17.  ID.  o.  this  22  of  Nov.  ii28«    From  the  Kiogei 

company  att  the  Blackfryers. 

162).      **  The  benefitt  of  the  fummers  day  from  the  kioges  company 

being  brovght  mee  by  Blagrave,  upon  the  play  of  Tbt  Frfbetefi^ 

comef  to,  this  21  of  July,  1629,— jf.  6.    7.     o* 

'<  The  beoefitt  of  the  winters  day  from  th^  kinges  company 
being  brought  mee  by  Blagrave,  upon  the  play  oiTbe  Moon  of 
rra^<f,  comes,  this  22  of  No?.  1629,  unto— ^.  9.     16.    o. 
1630.      \NofUy  tbis  fummeri  on  aeeouut  of  tbt  fUgmt.\ 

*'  Received  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  Lowint,  in  the  name  of  their 

company,  for  the  benefitt  tf  my  winttr  day,  upon  the  fecond 

Yoh.  1.  Faat  II.  •h  5  d«y 


% 
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Ob  tk  jock  of  Odobcr,  1633,  the  naiuifcrs  of  tb€ 
Idog's  compaaj  agreed  to  pay  iiia  the  ixed  iuni  of  teo 

poQBdj 

4ay  of  BcD  Joalba's  pUy  of  f^crv  ««•  ai  Im  hmmtmr,  this  rS 
of  Febcviryy  1 6to,  [1630-31] — /.  f  x.     4*    o. 
Bi3I,  «*  Reoetvei  of  lir.  Shaidtae,  a  die  mok  of  cI«  IniEt  coBptB]r» 
lor  dM 


keadkt  of  didr  Ibaaer  4ay,  opoo  yt  ftrnni  4b|c  of 
Mkkmd¥  ttetmJt,  at  the  Glohe,  this  is  of  Jom,  1631^-* 

if- 5-    ^-    ^ 
«  Recdfed  of  Mr.  Bb^nve,  in  the  mamt  of  the  kiQ|i  conpsny^ 

for  the  beiielitt  of  mj  winter  day,  taken  npon  The  Jkkemt^ 

fhii  I  of  Decenih.  16319—^.  ^3.    o.    o. 
l63i«  <<  Received  for  the  fommer  txj  of  die  kings  conpany  J*  ^ 

Novoflih*  iH***^*  '•     5*    ^ 

«*  Received  lor  the  winter  daj0poiin«jrjtffo^eAiS/'<,  y^ 

ramedayy— ^.  15.    o.    o. 
1633.  **  K.of  j^  kJogs  company,  lor  my  fommrrs  day,  by  Blagrave, 

the  6  of  Jane  1633^  7^  tomme  ofjf.  4.     10.    •• 
I  likswife  find  the  fsUowing  entry  in  thit  book: 
**  Received  of  Mr*  Benfiehkf  in  the  name  of  the  kings  company^ 
iar  a  gratuity  for  tber  liberty  gaind  unto  them  of  playtoge»  upon  the 
ceiTation  of  tiw  plague,  this  10  of  June,  1631,—^.  3.  10.  o.*'*»«*  Thit 
(Sir  Henry  Herbert  adds)  was  taken  open  Ftrkiis  at  the  Globe. " 

In  a  copy  of  a  play  called  A  Gamt  at  Ckt/k^  1614*  which  was  fw* 
«erly  is  poftfion  of  Thomas  Pearlbn,  Ii<{*  it  the  following  meao> 
tnadom  in  an  old  hand  i  <<  Alter  nine  doya»  whoroin  1  have  heaji 
Comt  of  the  a^rs  fay  they  took  fifteen  hundred  pounds^  the  Spanilh 
fadion,  being  prevalent,  got  it  foppiefledt  and  the  author  Mr.  Thomaa 
Middleton  committed  Co  prifon.  According  to  this  Ibtemcnt,  they 
deceived  a  bove  1 661 .  i  as.  on  e«ah  perlermanoe.  The  foragoing  cxtrada 
ihaw,  that  there  is  not  even  a  fcmblance  of  tmtk  in  this  ftoty.  I»the 
year  1685,  when  the  London  theatres  were  much  enlarged*  and  the 
prices  of  admiffion  greatly  increafed,  Shadwell  received  by  his  thirct 
day  on  the  repr^fentation  ifTht  Sqnreof  jliftiiat  only  130L  which 
Downes  the  prompter  fays  was  the  greateft  receipt  had  been  ever  taken 
at  Drury  lane  playhoofe  at  fingle  prices,    ttofcims  Anglitamut^  p.  41. 

The  ofe  of  Arabick  figures  has  often  eccafioned  very  grofs  errors 
to  paft  current  in  the  world.  I  fuppolc  the  utnioft  reaeipt  from  the 
performance  of  Middleton's  play  for  nine  days,  (if  it  was  performed  lb 
iften,]  could  not  amount  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  fiAy  pounds. 
To  the  fum  of  i  col.  which  perhaps  thisold  aAor  had  feen  as  the  profit 
^sde  by  this  playi  his  fancy  or  his  negligence  added  a  cipher,  and 
thus  made  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

The  play  of  Hol/aad's  huniutr  was  aded  fix  days  focccfiively  at 

Sallfliury  Court,  in  December  1 6t  ti  and  yet  Sir  Henry  Herbert  received 

on  accoupt  of  the  fix  reprefentauons  but  mtepmad  nittattn pillimgtf  in 

vircui  of  the  mmh  ftart  which  ht  poflcflgd  as  one  tf  the  pso^oetors  of 

^  thse 
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pounds  every  Chriftmas,  and  the  fame  Aim  at  Mid. 
uunmer,  in  lieu  of  his  two  benefits,  which  fums  they 
regularly  pay'd  him  from  that  time  till  the  breaking 
oat  of  the  civil  wars.  ' 

From  the  receipts  on  thefe  benefits  I  am  led  to  believe 
that  the  prices  were  lower  at  the  Globe  theatre,  and  that 
therefore,  though  it  was  much  larger  than  the  winter 
theatre  at  Blackfriars,  it  did  not  produce  a  greater  fum 
of  money  on  any  reprefentation.  If  we  fuppofe  twenty 
pounds,  clear  of  the  nightly  charges  already  mentioned, 
to  have  been  a  very  confiderable  receipt  at  either  of  thefe 
houfes,  and  that  this  fum  was  in  our  poet's  time  divided 
into  forty  (hares,  of  which  fifteen  were  appropriated  to 
the  houfekeepers  or  proprietors,  three  to  the  purchafe  of 
copies  of  new  plays,  ftage-habits.  Sec,  and  twenty-two 
to  the  adors,  then  the  performer  who  had  two  Aiares 
on  the  reprefentation  of  each  play,  received,  when  the 
theatre  was  thus  fuccefsful,  twenty  (hillings.  But  fup- 
pofing  the  a'verage  nightly  receipt  (after  deduding  the 
nightly  expences)  to  be  about  nine  pounds,  which  we 
have  feen  to  be  the  cafe,  then  his  nightly  dividend 
would  be  but  nine  (hillings,  and  his  weekly  profit, 
if  they  played  hve  times  a  week,  two  pounds  five 
ihillings.  The  adling  feafon,  I  believe,  at  that  time 
lafted  forty  weeks.  In  each  of  the  companies  then 
fobfifting  there  were  about  twenty  perfons,  fix  of  whom 
probably  were  principal,  and  the  others  fubordinate ;  fo 
that  we  may  fuppofe  tnuojhares  to  have  been  the  reward  of 
a  principal  ador ;  fix  of  the  fecond  clafs  perhaps  enjoyed 
a  whole  (hare  each ;  and  each  of  the  remaining  eight 
half  a  (hare.  On  all  thefe  data^  I  think  it  may  be  farely 
concluded,  that  the  performers  of  the  firfl  clafs  did  not 
derive  from  their  profefilon  more  than  ninety  pounds 
a  year  at  the  utmofl^.    Shakfpeare,  Heminge,  Condell, 

Burbadge, 

that  houfe.  Suppofing  there  were  twenty-one  (hares  divided  among 
the  adort,  the  piece,  though  performed  with  fuch  extraordinary  fuc- 
ceft,  did  not  produce  more  than  fix  poundt  ttnJbilUngt  each  night, 
cxclufive  of  the  occafional  nightly  charges  already  mentioned. 

^  <*  The  verye  hyerllngs  of  fome  of  our  plaiets,**  [i.  e.  men  oc- 
l^ifioiully  hir^  by  the  night]  fayi  Stephen  GoiTon  in  the  year  15799 

•<  which 
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Barbadgc,  Lowin,  and  Taylor,  had  without  doubt  other 
ihares  as  proprietors  or  lealeholders ;  but  what  the  dif« 
lerent  proportions  were  which  each  of  them  po/Tefled  in 
that  right,  it  is  now  impoflible  to  afcertain.  According 
to  the  fuppofition  already  dated,  that  fifteen  ihares  out  of 
forty  were  appropriated  to  the  proprietors,  then  was  there 
on  this  accoontaium  of  fix  hundred  and  feventy-five  pounds 
annually  to  be  divided  among  them.  Our  poet,  as  author^ 
ador,  and  proprietor,  probably  received  from  the  theatre 
about  two  hundred  pounds  a  year.— Having  after  a 
▼ery  long  fearch  lately  difcovered  the  will  of  Mr* 
Hcminge,  I  hoped  to  have  derived  from  it  fome  infor- 
mation on  this  fubjed;  but  I  was  difappointed.  He 
indeed  more  than  once  mentions  his  feveral  parts  or 
flares  held  by  lea/e  in  the  Glohe  and  Blackfriars  piay* 
boyfes  ♦ ;  but  ufes  no  exprcflion  by  which  the  value  of 
each  of  thofe  ihares  can  be  afcertained.  His  books  of 
account,  which  he  appears  to  have  regularly  kept,  and 
which,  he  fays,  will  £hew  that  his  ihares  yielded  him 
**  a  good  yearly  profit  ^^'^  will  probably,  if  they  (hall  ever 
be  found,  throw  much  light  on  our  early  flage  hi/lory. 

Thus  kanty  and  meagre  were  the  apparatus  and  ac- 
commodations of  our  ancient  theatres,  on  which  thofe 
dramas  were  firH  exhibited,  that  have  fince  engaged  the 
attention  of  fo  many  learned  men,  and  delighted  fo 
many  thoufand  fpedators.  Yet  even  then,  we  are  told 
by  a  writer  of  that  age',  *'  dramatick  poefy  was  fo 

lively 

<*  which  (land  at  reT^rfion  of  vi  s.  by  the  weeke,  jet  under  gentle- 
mens  nofes  in  futcs  of  filke.'*     Scbcole  tf  Ahuje,  p.  22* 

Hart,  the  celebrated  tragedian,  after  the  Keftoration  had  but  three 
poonds  a  week  as  an  eBort  that  is,  about  ninety  pounds  a  year ;  for  the 
ading  feafon  dkl  not,  I  believe,  at  that  tinte  exceed  thirty  weeks;  but 
lie  had  beHdes,  as  a  proprietor,  fix  (hilliogs  and  three- pence  every  day 
•n  which  there  was  any  peiformance  at  the  king^s  theatre,  which  pro. 
duced  about  ;f  .56.  5.  o.  more.  Betterton  even  at  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century  had  not  more  than  (ive  pounds  a  week. 

4  See  his  Will  in  a  fubfequent  page. 

s  Sir  George  Buc.  This  writer,  as  I  have  already  obferved, wrote  an 
cxprcfs  treatife  concerning  the  Engliih  flage,  which  was  never  print. 
ed,  and)  I  fear,  is  now  irrecoverably  loft.  As  he  was  a  friend  of  Sir 
Robert  Cotton,  I  hoped  to  htve  found  the  Mantfcript  in  the  Cot- 

tOAJM 
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lively  cxprefled  and  reprcfented  on  the  publick  flages 
and  theatres  of  this  city,  as  Rome  in  the  aupe  of  her 
pomp  and  glory,  never  faw  it  better  performed  ;  in  re- 
fpc£l  of  the  action  and  art,  not  of  the  coil  and  fuinptu- 
oufncfs." 

Of  the  adlors  on  whom  this  high  encomium  is  pro- 
noanced,  the  original  performers  in  our  author's  plays 
were  undoubtedly  the  mod  eminent.  The  following  is 
the  only  information  that  I  have  obtained  concerning 
them. 

tORian  library,  but  was  difappotnted.  <*  Of  this  art,**  [the  dramatick] 
fays  Sir  George,  *•  have  written  largely  Petrut  yifforiMs,  &c,  as  it  weie 
in  vaine  for  me  to  fay  any  lhin;»  of  the  art,  befides  that  I  have  xvr'.tttn 
thfrtof  a  particular  trfstife*"  The  third  Un'ivtrfoy  of  Eaglandf  printed 
oiiginally  in  1615,  and  re-printed  at  the  end  of  Howes*  edition  oi 
Stowe's  Anmlit  folio,  1631,  p.  1081.  It  is  fingular  that  a  fimilar 
work  on  the  Roman  ftage,  written  by  Suetonius,  (De  SpeQaculh  et 
Qertaminilui  Romanoram,)  has  alfo  pcrifiied.  Some  little  account  o€ 
their  fcenery,  and  of  the  reparation  of  the  mimes  and  pantomimes 
from  comedies,  in  which  thry  were  originally  introduced^  are  the  ^ 
only  particulars  of  this  treatife  that  have  been  preferved^  for  which 
we  arc  indebted  to  Servius,  and  Diomcdes  the  grammarian.  The  latter 
fragment  is  curious,  as  it  exhibits  an  early  proof  of  that  competition 
and  jealoufy,  which,  from  the  fiHl  rife  of  the  ftage  to  the  prefqit  time, 
has  difturbfd  the  peace  of  theatres  : 

"Latiocvero  comoediz  chorum  non  habent,  fed  duobus  taotuni 
membris  conftant,  diverbio,  et  canticj.  Primis  autem  temporibus, 
ut  aiTerit  Tranquillus,  omnia  quae  in  fcena  verfantur,  in  com«dia 
agebantur.  Nam  Pantomimus  et  Pithaules  et  Choraules  in  comtedia 
canebant«  Sed  quia  non  poterant  omnia  fimui  apud  omnes  artifices 
paritcr  excellere,  fi  qui  erant  inter  adh>res  comoediarum  pro  faculutc 
ct  artepotioies,  principatum  fibi  artiiicii  vindicabant*  Sic  faflum  c^p 
Qt  nolentibus  cedere  Mimis  in  artiHcio  fuo  cateris,  feperatio  fierec  re- 
liquonim.  Nam  dum  potiores  inferioribus,  qui  in  omni  ergafterio 
erant,  fervire  dedignabantur,  feipfos  a  comoedia  feparavcrunt :  ac  He 
fadam  eft,  ot,  exrmpio  femel  fumpto,  unufquifque  artis  fuae  rem  tx* 
cqui  caeperit,  n^que  in  comcediam  vsnire.** 

Grammatics  linguae  AuQorts  Antiqulf  Putfchii,  p.4?9« 
Hanov.  1605. 

I  have  faid  in  a  former  page  (47)  that  I  believed  Sir  George  Bue 
died  fpon  after  the  year  1622,  and  1  have  iince  found  my  conjecture 
confirmed.  He  died,  ai  I  learn  from  one  of  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  pa- 
pers, on  the  20th  of  September,  1623* 

Names 
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Nauis    cr    THE    Okiciical  Acto&s  ijr  the 
Plats  op  Shakspeaeb.  ' 

Froai  die  faHio,  1623. 

WILLIAM     SHAKSPEARE. 

Having  now  once  more  occafion  to  mention  oat 
poet,  I  Iball  take  this  opportuoity  to  corred  an  errof 
into  which  I  ru(j>ed  I  have  fallen,  in  a  note  on  the 
Account  of  his  Life ;  and  to  add  fuch  notices  as  I  have 
obtained  relative  either  to  him  or  his  friends,  fince  that 
Account  was  printed  off;  to  which  the  prefent  article  is 
intended  as  a  fupplement. 

The  words  in  oar  poet's  will,  '*  Provided  that  if  fuch 
hulband  as  (he  (hall  2t  the  end  of  the  faid  three  years 
be  married  unto,"  Sec.  feemed  to  me  to  afford  a  pre« 
fumptive  proof  that  Shakfpeare,  when  he  made  his  will, 
did  not  know  of  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Judith^ 
(the  pcrfon  there  fpoken  of,)  which  had  been  celebrated 
about  a  month  before :  a  circumflance,  however,  which, 
even  when  I  dated  it,  appeared  to  me  very  extraordi<* 
nary,  and  highly  improbable.  On  further  confideration 
1  am  convinced  that  I  was  miilaken,  and  that  the  words 
above-cited  were  intended  to  comprehend  her  then 
hufband,  and  any  other  to  whom  within  three  years  ihe 
might  be  married.  The  word  difcbarge  in  the  bequeil 
to  Judith,  which  had  efcaped  my  notice, — **  One  hun- 
dred pounds  in  difcharge  of  her  marriage  portion,"— 
(hews  that  he  mud  have  been  apprized  of  this  marriage, 
and  that  he  had  previoufly  co*uenanted  to  give  her  that 
fum. 


In  the  tranfcript  of  the  inflrument  by  which  a  coat  of 
arms  was  granted  in  1^99  to  John  Shakfpeare,  our 
poet's  father  ^,  the  original  has  been  followed  with  a 

•  Vol.1.  P*riL  p.  182. 

fcrupuloas 
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fcrapuloas  fidelity ;  bat  on  perufing  the  roagh  draughts 
of  the  former  grant  of  arms  in  1596,  I  am  fatisfied  that 
there  is  an  error  in  the  later  grant,  in  which  the^  fol- 
lowing anintelligible  paragraph  is  found  : 

*'  Wherefore  being  folicited,  and  by  credible  report 
informed,  that  John  Shakfpeare,  now  of  Stratford-upon- 
Avon  in  the  counte  of    Warwick,    gent,  whofe  pa« 

great  grandfather 
late 

rent  a  sin<i  a  anteceiTor  for  his  faithefull  and  approved 
fcrvicc  to  the  late  moft  prudent  prince,  king  Henry  VIL 
of  famous  memorie,  was  advaunced  with  lands  and  tene- 
ments, geven  to  him  in  thofc  parts  of  Warwickfliere, 
where  they  have  continewed  by  fome  defcents  in  good 
reputation  and  credit/'  &c. 

On  reviewing  this  inftrument,  it  appeared  not  very 
eafy  to  afcertain  who  the  perfon  here  alluded  to  was,  if 
only  one  was  meant ;  nor  is  it  at  all  probable  that  the 

freat  grandfather  of  John  Shakfpeare  fhould  have  been 
is  late  or  immediate  predeceflbr ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
word  parent,  which,  unlefs  it  means  relation  in  general,  is 
as  unintelligible  as  the  refl.  On  examining  the  two  rough 
draughts  of  the  grant  of  arms  to  John  Shakfpeare  in 
1590,  I  found  that  in  one  of  thefe,  (apparently  the  more 
perfed  of  the  two,)  the  correfponding  words  run  thus : 
•*  —  whofe  parents  andlate  antecejjbrs  were  for  their  valour 
and  faithful  fervices  to  the  late  moA  prudent  prince  king 
Henry  Vll."  &c.  In  the  other  thus:  ** — whofe /«- 
rents  [and]  late  antecefTors  for  their  faithful  and  valiant 
fervice,"  &c.  The  word  their  is  in  this  paper  oblite- 
rated, and  his  written  over  it;  and  over  anteceffors  the 
viord grandfather  is  written.  The  draughtfman  however 
forgot  to  draw  a  line  through  the  word  for  which  grand'- 
father  was  to  be.fubftitutcd.  He  evidently  was  in  doubt 
which  of  the  two  expreiHons  he  fhould  retain  ;  but  we 
may  prefume  he  meant  to  rejedl  the  words  **  — ^whofe 
parents  and  late  antecejforsy*  and  to  fubflitute  inflead  of 
them,  *' — yi\io(cgrandfatherfor  his,'^  &c. 

In  the  grant  of  1 599*  we  have  feen,  the  words  origi- 
nally ftood,  *«  —whofe  parent  and  anteceffor  wasy*  and 
the  words  great  grandfather  and  late  are  interlineations. 

The 
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The  writer  Ibrgot  to  cn£c  the  original  words,  but  qd* 
-doobtcdly  be  did  cot  mean  thai  both  ihoic  and  the  Tub* 
Ikltuted  words  ihocld  be  retained,  but  that  the  paragraph 
ihould  f!and  thus  :  '*  — whole  great  grand^uher  for  hit 
faitaful  and  approved  service/'  &c.  and,  iaftead  of 
**  great  iramdjatbcr^^^  the  eariier  in^niment  induces  me 
to  think  that  he  ought  to  ha%'e  written,  '*  —  whoCe  Uat 
grandfather." 

h  minute  examiRaiion  of  thefe  inftruments  led  me  to 
inquire  what  grounds  the  heralds  had  for  their  ailertioil 
that  our  poet's  anceftor  had  been  rewarded  by  a  grant  of 
lands  from  king  Henry  the  Seventh.  But  it  (hould  feem 
that  they  were  fatisfied  with  very  flight  evidence  of  this 
fad  ;  for  after  a  very  careful  examination  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Rolls^,  from  the  beginning  to  the  endof  that  reign> 
it  appears,  that  no  iuch  grant  was  made.  If  any  fuch 
had  been  made  by  that  king,  out  of  the  forfeited  eflates 
of  the  adherents  of  king  Richard  the  Third,  or  other-> 
wife,  rt  muft  have  pafTed  the  great  feal,  and  would  have 
been  on  record.  As  therefore  it  is  not  found  on  the 
rolls,  we  may  be  aflurcd  that  no  fuch  grant  was  made. 
However,  from  the  words  of  the  early  inftruments  in  the 
heralds-office,  which  have  been  already  quoted,  «<  —  for 
his  faithful  and  *vaUant  fcrvicc,"  &c.  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  our  poet's  great  grandfather  didinguiflied 
himfelf  in  Bofworth  field  on  the  fide  of  king  Henry,  and 
that  he  was  rewarded  for  his  military  ferviccs  by  the 
bounty  of  that  parfimonious  prince^  though  not  with  a 
grant  of  lands. 

Mr.  Rowc  in  his  account  of  our  poet's  father  has  faid 
that  he  had  ten  children.  From  the  Regiftcr  of  the 
parilh  of  Stratford-upon-Avon  it  appears,  that  ten  chil- 
dren of  John  Shakfpeare  were  baptized  there  between 

7  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  politencft 
of  Mr*  Kipling  of  the  Kolls-office,  who  permitted  every  examination 
which  I  dcfired,  to  be  made  in  the  venerable  repofitory  under  hU 
care )  and,  with  a  liberality  feldom  found  in  publick  offices,  would  not 
accept  of  the  accuftomcd  ^e,  for  any  fearch  which  tended  to  throw 
a  U^ht  on  the  hiftory  of  our  sreat  dramatick  poet. 

4  the 
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tlie  year  1558^  when  the  regifter  commenced,  and  the 
yeM-  1 591.  If  therefore  they  were  all  the  children  of 
onr  poet's  father,  Mr.  Rowe's  account  is  inaccurate ; 
for  our  poet  had  a  iiiler  named  Margaret,  born  before 
the  commencement  of  the  Regifter.  )t  is,  however,  ex- 
tremely improbable,  that  in  fo  numerous  a  family  not 
one  of  the  (ons  ftiould  have  been  baptized  by  the  chnftian 
name  of  old  Mr.  Shakfpeare.  I  now  therefore  believe 
(though  I  was  formerly  of  a  different  opinion)  that  our 
poet's  eldeft  brother  bore  his  father's  chriftian  name, 
Jahm ;  and  that,  like  their  eldeft  iifter,  Marearet,  he 
was  born  before  the  regifter  commenced.  It  this  was 
the  cafe,  then  without  doubt  the  three  children  who 
were  born  between  March  iq88  and  September  1591, 
Urfula,  JKumphrey,  and  Philijp,  were  the  iflue  of  Uiis 
younger  John,  by  his  fecond  wife,  whofe  chriftian  name 
was  Maiy ;  and  the  real  number  of  the  children  of  our 
poet's  father  was  nsfie.  This  Mary  Shakijpeare  died  in 
1608,  ^nd  is  defcribed  as  a  widow.  If  therefore  fiie 
was  th^  wife  of  John  Shakfpeare  the  younger,  then  muft 
he  have  died  before  that  year. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  one  Mofely,  a  mafter-brlck- 
layer,  who  ufually  worked  with  his  men,  being  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Thomas  Hart,  the  fifth  defcendant  in  a 
direct  line  from  our  poet's  fifter,  Joan  Hart,  to  new-tile 
the  old  houfe  at  Stratford  in  which  Mr.  Hart  lives,  and 
in  which  our  poet  was  born,  found  a  very  extraordinary 
nunufcript  between  the  rafters  and  the  tiling  of  the 
houfe*  It  is  a  fmall  paper-book  confifting  of  five  leaves 
ftitched  together.  It  had  originally  confifted  of  fix 
leaves,  but  unluckily  the  firft  was  wanting  when  the 
book  was  found.  I  have  taken  fome  pains  to  afcertain 
the  authenticity  of  this  manufcript,  and  after  a  very 
careful  inquiry  am  perfe£tly  fatisfied  that  it  is  genuine* 

The  writer,  John  Shakfpeare,  calls  it  his  M^/7/;  but 
it  is  rather  a  declaration  of  his  faith  and  pious  refolu- 
tions.  Whether  it  contains  the  religious  fontiments  of 
our  poet's  father  or  elder  brother,  I  am  unable  to  de- 
termine. The  handwriting  it  undoubtedly  not  fo  an« 
cient  as  that  u/ually  written  about  the  year  1600;  but 

Voi,.I.  Pat^tIL  •WL  I  have 
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I  kave  DOW  bdbie  me  a  maaofcript  wrictea  by  ADeytl 


llie  p^Jtt  at  Tarioiis  dmes  between  1^99  aad  i6i4» 
aad  mocker  by  Fordc,  tbe  dnunadck  poet,  in  1606,  is 
seaiiy  the  faoie  kaadwrtdag  as  tbat  of  the  Banofcripc 
m  qocftioa.  The  Rer*  Mr.  Davenport,  Vicar  of  Strac- 
ftrd-opOD-ATon,  at  my  reqoeft  endeaTonred  to  find  oat 
Mr.  Moicly,  to  examine  aK>re  particalarly  concerning 
llus  mannfcript ;  but  ke  died  aboat  two  years  am.  His 
dangbter,  bowerer,  who  is  now  liTiag,  and  Mr.  Hart, 
wbo  is  alfo  IiTing  and  now  fixty  years  old» jperie^y  well 
frmember  tbe  finding  of  this  paper.  MoKlyfbme  time 
after  be  bad  found  it,  gare  it  to  Mr,  Peyton,  an  alder- 
man of  Stratford,  wbo  obligingly  tranlmitted  it  to  me 
tbrongb  the  bands  of  Mr.  Davenport.  It  is  proper  to 
abfeire  that  the  finder  of  this  reliqae  bore  the  charader 
«f  a  very  boneft,  fober,  indnftrious  roan,  and  that  he 
aeither  aiked  nor  received  any  price  for  it ;  and  I  may 
td£o  add  that  its  contents  are  fuch  as  no  one  could  have 
thought  of  inventing  with  a  view  to  literary  impofition. 

If  the  injundion  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  it  (that 
k  ihoitld  be  buried  with  the  writer)  was  obfenred,  then 
maft  the  paper  which  has  thus  fortuitomfly  been  recover- 
ed, have  been  a  copy,^  made  £rom  the  original,  previous 
to  the  burial  of  John  Shak/peare.  \ 

This  extraordinary  will  confided  originally  of  four- 
teen ardcles,  but  the  firft  leaf  beine  unluckily  wannng> 
I  am  unable  to  afcertain  either  its  date  or  the  particular 
oocafion  on  which  it  was  written ;  both  of  which  pioba« 
bly  the  firft  article  would  have  fornifhed  us  with,  if  it 
was  written  by  our  poet's  father,  John  Sbakfpeare,  then 
k  was  probably  drawn  up  about  the  year  1600 ;  if  by 
bis  brother,  it  perhaps  was  dated  fome  dme  betweea 
that  year  and  1608,  when  the  younger  John  (hould  feem 
to  have  been  dead* 


IIL 

•*••••  at  leaft  fpiritually,  in  will  adoring  and 

noft  humbly  befeeching  my  faviour,  that  he  wilF  be 

pleafed  to  affift  me  in  fo  dangerous  a  voyage,  to  defend 

flit  from  die  fnarcs  and  dcceites  of  my  ifiScmill  ene« 

mies> 
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tnies,  and  to  condud  me  to  the  fecive  haven  of  his  etCJ^- 
aall  blifle. 

IV. 
*'  lum^  I  John  Shakfpear  doe  proteft  fhat  I  will  al(b 
pafie  out  of  this,  life,  armed  with  the  Uft  facramcat  gf 
<:^|reme  undion  :  the  which  if  through  any  let  or  hi^- 
4fance  I  (hould  not  then  be  able  to  h^ye,  I  doe  ^oipr 
aJib  Cox  that  time  demand  and  crave  the  fame ;  befeed^ 
\ag  ht$  divine  majcfty  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  pleajfed  to  anoyj^t 
my  fenfes  both  internall  and  extemall  with  (he  facrea 
oyle  of  his  infinite  mercy,  and  to  paraon  me  all  my  Ans 
comisitiCed  by  feeing,  fpeaking,  feeling,  fmelling^ 
hearing,  touching,  or  by  any  other  waj^  whatfoever. 

''  hem,  I  John  Shakfpear  doe  by  this  prefent  proteft 
that  I  will  never  through  any  temptation  whatibever 
defpaireof  the  divine  gw>dnefs,  for  the  mi^titude  an4 
greatnefs  of  my  finnes ;  for  which  althqugh  I  confefle 
that  I  have  deferved  hell,  yet  will  I  fted?a(lly  hope  in 
gods  infinite  mercy,  knowing  that  he  bath  heretofore 
pardoned  many  as  great  finners  as  my  felf,  whereof  I 
nave  good  warrant  fealed  with  his  iacred  mouth,  in 
holy  writ,  whereby  he  proi\ounceth  that  he  is  not  comp 
to  call  the  juH,  but  finners. 
VI. 

"  Item,  I  John  Shakfpear  do  ptotefi  that  I  do  y^ 
know  that  I  have  ever  done  any  good  workc  ifie^torioiis 
of  life  everlafting:  and  if  I  have  done  a|iy,  I  dq  ac- 
knowledge that  {  have  done  it  with  a  mat  deale  ot  ueg* 
ligence  and  imperfedion  %  neither  mould  I  h|ye  beejn 
able  to  have  done  the  leaft  without  the  afl[ft^nce  pf  l^s 
divine  grace.  Wherefore  let  the  devill  remain  confound* 
ed;  for  1  doe  in  no  wife  prefume  to  n^erit  he^yen  by 
fuch  good  workes  alone,  but  throuffh  the  inpfits  and 
bloud  of  mv  lord  and  faviour,  jefus,  ihed  uppa  t^M:  cf^ 
fer  me  motf  miferable  finner. 

vn. 

**  Item*  I  John  Shakfpear  do  proteft  by  this  pre^f^^ 

writing,  ^at  I  will  patiently  endure  and  fnf*^  |11  j^a4 

W^jaftipity,  fickncfs,  yea  and  £he  paine  of  death  it  felf*: 

M  a  whereia 
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wliereiii  if  it  (hoald  happen,  which  god  forbid,  th^ 
through  violence  of  paine  and  agony,  or  by  fubtility  of 
the  devill,  I  ftiould  fall  into  any  impatience  or  tempta- 
tion of  blafphemy,  or  marmoration  againft  god,  or  the 
catholike  faith,  or  give  any  figne  of  bad  example,  I 
do  henceforth,  and  for  that  prefent,  repent  me,  and  adi 
snoft  heartily  ibrry  for  the  fame :  and  I  do  renounce  all 
the  evill  whatfoever,  which  I  might  have  then  done  or 
{aid;  befeeching  his  divine  clemency  that  he  will  not 
fbtfake  me  iii  tlult  grievous  and  paignefull  agony, 
vxix*  ^ 

«*  Item,  IJohn^hakfpear,  hy  virtue  of  this jprcfent  fef- 
tament,  I  do  pardon  all  the  injuries  and  offences  that 
any  one  hath  ever  done  unto  me,  either  in  my  reputation, 
life,  goods,  or  any  other  way  whatfoever;  befeeching 
fweet  jefus  to  pardon  them  for  the  fame :  and  I  do  deiire, 
that  they  will  doe  the  like  by  me,  whome  I  have  ofFen* 
ded  or  injured  in  any  fort  howfoever. 
JX. 

•*  Itenit  I  John  Shakfpear  do  heere  proteft  that  I  do  ren- 
der infinite  thanks  to  his  divine  majefly  for  all  the  bene« 
fits  that  I  have  received  as  well  fecret  as  manifeft,  &  in 
particular,  for  the  benefit  of  my  Creation,  Redemption, 
Sandlification,  Confervation,  and  Vocation  to  the  holy 
knowledge  of  him  &  his  true  Catholike  faith :  but  above 
all,  for  nis  fo  great  eXpedation  of  me  to  pennance, 
when  he  might  mofl  juftly  have  taken  me  out  of  this  life, 
when  I  leaS  thought  of  it,  yea  even  then,  when  I  was 
plunged  in  the  durty  puddle  of  my  finnes.  fileifed  be 
therefbte  and  praifed,  for  ever  and  ever,  his  infinite 
patience  and  charity* 

A* 

*^  Item,  I  John  Shakfpear  do  proteft,  that  I  am  willing, 
yea,  I  doe  infinitely  defire  and  humbly  crave,  thslt  of 
this  my  laft  will  and  teftament  the  glorious  and  ever 
Virgin  mary,  mother  of  god,  refuge  and  advocate  of 
iinners,  (whom  I  honour  fpecially  above  all  other  faints,) 
may  be  the  chiefe  Executrefife,  togeather  with  thefe 
other  tiinu,  my  patrons,  (iieunt  Winefride)  all  whome 

I  invocke 
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I  invocke  and  befeech  to  be  prefent  at  the  hour  of  my 
death,  that  (he  and  they  ms^  comfort  me  with  their 
deiired  prefence,  and  crave  of  fweet  Jefas  that  he  will 
receive  my  foul  into  peace. 

XL 
**  Item,  In  virtue  of  this  prefent  writing,  I  John  Shak« 
ipear  do  iikewife  moft  willingly  and  with  all  humilidF 
conftitute  and  ordaine  my  good  Aneel,  for  Defender 
and  Prote^our  of  my  foul  in  the  dreadfuU  day  of  Judge* 
ment,  when  the  finall  fentance  of  eternall  life  or  death 
fhall  be  difcuifed  and  given ;  befecching  him,  that,  as 
my  foule  was  appointed  to  his  cuflody  and  protedion 
when  I  lived,  even  fo  he  will  vouchiafe  to  defend  the 
fame  at  th^t  houre,  and  condudl  it  to  eternall  blifs. 

XIL 
*'  Itemt  I  John  Shakfpear  do  In  like  n^anner  nray  aM 
befeech  all  my  dear  friends,  parents,  apd  kinsfolks,  by 
the  bowels  of  our  Saviour  jefus  Chrift,  that  fince  it  is 
uncertain  what  lot  will  befall  me,  for  fear  notwith- 
ilanding  leall  by  reafon  of  my  iinnes  I  be  to  pafs  and 
ftay  ^  long  while  in  pureatory,  they  will  vouchfafe  to 
affift  and  kiccour  me  with  their  holy  prayers  and  fatif^ 
faQory  workes,  efpecially  with  the  holy  sacrifice  of  the 
malTe,  as  being  the  moft  effefluall  meanes  to  deliver 
foules  from  their  torments  and  paines ;  from  the  which, 
if  I  (hall  by  gods  |;racious  goodnelTe  and  by  their  verta- 
ous  workes  be  delivered,  I  do  promife  that  I  will  not  be 
ungrateful!  unto  them,  for  fo  great  a  benefitt. 

XUL 
*'  Item,  I  John  Shakijpear  doe  by  this  my  lai^  will  and 
tedament  bequeath  my  ioul,  as  foon  as  it  (ball  be  deliver- 
ed and  loofened  from  the  p/ifon  of  this  my  body,  to  be 
entombed  in  the  fweet  and  amorous  coffin  of  the  fide  of 
jefus  Chrifl;  and  that  in  this  life-giveing  fepulcher  it 
m^y  reil  and  live,  perpetually  incloied  in  that  eternall 
habitation  of  repofe,  there  to  blefTe  for  ever  and  ever 
(hat  direfuU  iron  of  the  launce,  which,  like  a  charge  ia 
a  cenfore,  formes  fo  fweet  and  pleafanc  ^  a  monument 
withia  the  facred  breaft  of  my  lord  and  faviour. 

M  3  XIV, 
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XiV. 

"  Ifm,  IMy  I  John  Shaidpear  doe  proteft^  thtt  I  will 
^lingly  accept  of  death  in  what  manner  foever  it  ma/ 
befall  me,  conforming  my  will  onto  the  wiU  of  god ;  ac- 
cepting of  the  fame  in  fatisfadion  for  my  finnes,  and 
g'Veing  thanks  onto  his  divine  majefly  for  the  Hfe  he 
ith  beftowed  upon  me,  Aii4  if  it  pleafe  him  to  pro- 
long or  {horten  the  fame,  blefled  be  he  ^Kb  a  thoniand 
tnoafand  tin^e^ ;  into  whoTe  mofl  holy  hands  I  commend 
my  foul  and  body»  my  life  and  death :  and  I  befeech 
him  above  all  things,  that  he  never  permit  any  change 
tp.jhe  made  by  me  John  Shakfpearof  this  my  afbrefaid 
will  find  teft^ent.    Amen. 

''  I  John  Shakfoear  have  made  this  prefent  writing  of 
proteftation,  confeffion,  and  charter,  m  prefence  ofthe 
oleiTqd  virgin  mary,  my  Afigell  guardian,  and  all  the 
Celehiall  C6urt,  as  withefflfes  hereunto :  the  which  my 
meaning  is,  that  it  be  of  full  v^Iue  now  prefently  and 
Rv  ever,  ^ith  the  fbrce  and  vertae  of  teftament,  codi- 
cill,  and  donation  in  caufe  of  death ;  confirming  it  anew, 
being  in  perfe^  health  of  foul  and  body,  and  figned 
i(4th  mihe  own  hand ;  carrying  idfb  the  fame  about  me ; 
ahd  for  the  better  declaration  hereof,  my  will  and  inten- 
tion is  that  it  be  fitially  buried  With  me  after  my  deaths 

**  Rater  nofler^  AVe  maria.  Credo. 
'*  jefti,  fbn  df  David^  have  mercy  on  me. 

Amen/' 


Sin^e  iny  remarks  on  the  epitaph  faid  to  have  been 
itt^e  by  Shakfpeare  on  John  o*Comb,  Were  printed,  it 
tcCdrfed  to  me,  that  the  mannfcript  pajpers  of  Mr.  Au- 
bt&y,  pi^ctved  in  the  Aflimolean  Muieum  at  Oxford, 
'falight  fhrowfome  light  on  that  fubjeft.  Mr.  Aubrey 
^as  bom  in  the  year  162;,  or  1626  ;  and  in  1642  was 
entered  a  gentleman  commoner  of  Trinity  college  in 
*0)cford.  Foiir  years  afterwards  he  was  admitted  a 
teetober  ofthe  Inner  Temple^  and  in  1662  eleded  k 
imember  of  the  Royal  Socie^.  He  died  about  the  year 
1700.  It  fa  ackiiowledged^  thtt  his  litenuy  attain- 
ments 
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cnents  were  confiderable ;  that  he  was  a  man  of  good 
pares,  of  much  learninj^  and  great  application ;  a  goo4 
Latin  poet,  an  excellent  natoralift,  and,  what  is  morr 
jnaterial  to  oor  prefent  objed,  a  great  lover  of  and  inde- 
fatigable fearcher  into  antiquities.  That  the  greater 
part  of  bis  life  was  devoted  to  Hterary  purfoits*  is  afcer- 
tained  by  the  worlcs  which  he  has  publiihed,  the  cor- 
trefpoodence  which  beheld  with  many^eminent  men,  and 
the  colle&ions  which  he  left  in  manufcript,  and  whicb 
>re  now  repoiited  in  the  A(hmolean  Mufeanu  Among 
thefe  collediooi  is  a  curious  account  of  our  £ngiiib  poeta 
and  many  other  writers.  While  Wood  was  preparing 
his  Atheiut  Oxtnienjis,  this  nanufcript  was  lent  to  binu 
^%  appears  from  many  queries  in  his  handwriting  in  the 
margin ;  and  his  account  of  Milton,  with  whom  Aubref 
was  intimately  acquainted,  is  (as  has  been  obferved  bfr 
Mr.  Warton)  literaly  tranfcribed  from  thdnce*  Wood 
afterwards  quarreled  with  Mr.  Aubrey,  whom  in  thefe^ 
cond  volume  of  his  Fail,  p.  z6%,  he  calls  bis  friend^ 
and  on  whom  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Univerficy  of  Ox^ 
ford  he  beftows  the  highest  encomium*;  and*  afur 
their  quarrel,  with  his  ufnal  warmth,  and  in  his  loofie 
didion,  he  xeprefented  Aubrey  as  ^'  a  prtundir  ^ 
antiquities,  roving,  magottie-headed,  and  little  bet<- 
<er  than  crafed."  To  Wood  every  lover  of  antiquity 
and  literary  hiHory  has  very  high  obligations;  aiM  in 
all  matters  of  £k£t  he  may  be  fafely  relied  oa  ;  but 
bis  opinion  of  men  and  thia^  is  of  Little  value.  ACf 
cording  to  his  reprefentation.  Dr.  Ralph  Bathurfl:,  a  man 
bighly  e^ieemed  by  aU  his  contemporaries,  was  **  a 
jDok  vile  perfon,'*  and  the  celebrated  John  Lod^e,  <'  % 
prating,  clsMnocous,  turbulent  fellow."  The  •yirtn^ 
ous  and  learned  Dr.  John  Wallis,  if  we  are  to  believe 
Wood,  was  a  man  who  could  **  at  any  time  make  black 
«rhite,  and  white  black,  for  bis  awn  ends,  and  who  bad 

*  <<  TranfrnKTum  autem  aobit  eft  iUud  epitaphimn  a  tiio  perh«* 
«ano,  Jobanne  Alberko,  vulgo  Aubrey,  Armtgero,  ht:ytts  coiUfli 
«ttm  generofo  conuneorali,  jtm  vero  e  Regio  Societtte,  Londiiu  {  yIto 
inquam,  tarn  bono,  tain  beoigno,  ut  publico  folum  commodo,  oec  fibi 
#mftHi0|  Datiis.dit  «ideatiir/*  H\p.  atAniq^Umm.  Omn.  U  Vu  ]»•  W. 
M  4  areadf 
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ft  ready  knack  at  fophiftical  cvafion*.'*  How  Ihde 
his  jadgment  of  his  contemporaries  is  to  be  tmfted*  13 
alfo  evinced  by  his  account  of  the  ingenioos  Dn  Sooth, 
whom 9  being  offended  by  one  of  his  witticifms*  he  has 
grofsly  reviled '.  Whatever  Wood  in  apeevifli  homour 
may  have  thought  or  faid  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  by  whofe  lar 
bours  he  highly  profited,  or  however  fantafldcal  Aiibrey 
snay  have  b^en  on  the  fubjedt  of  chemiAry  and  ghofts, 
hit  charader  for  veracity  has  never  been  impeached; 
and  as  a  very  diligent  antiquarian,  his  teftimony  i« 
worthy  of  attention.  Mr.  Toland,  who  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  certainly  a  better  judge  of  mea 
.than  Wood,  gives  this  charader  of  him:  *'  'Diough  he 
was  extremely  fuperilitious,  or  feemed  to  be  fo,  yet  he 

WAS  A  VKRY  HONBST  MAN,  AND  MOST  ACCURATB 
IN     HIS     ACCOUNT    OF     MATTERS     OP     FACT.        fiut 

the  fadls  he  knew,  not  the  reflexions  he  made,  were 
what  I  wanted  \"  I  do  not  wi(h  to  maintain  that  all 
Jus  accounts  of  our  Englifh  writers  are  on  thefe  grounds 
to  be  implicitly  adopted ;  but  it  feems  to  me  much 
more  reafonabie  to  queftion  fuch  parts  of  them  as  feem 
objedionable,  than  to  rejed  them  altogether,  becaufe 
he  may  fome times  have  been  miftaken. 
•  He  was  acquainted  with  many  of  the  players,  and 
lived  in  great  intimacy  with  the  poets  and  other  cele- 
brated writers  of  the  lad  age ;  from  whom  undoubt- 
edly many  of  his  anecdotes  were  coUeded.  Among 
his  friends  and  acquaintances  we  find  Hobbes,  Milton» 

'  *  Letter  from  Wood  to  Aubrey,  dated  Jan.  16,  i689-90.  Mff. 
Aubrey.  No.  1 5,  \ft  Muf.  Aflimol.  Oxon.— >Yet  in  the  preface  to  his 
Hi/lory  of  the  Un'tverfity  ofOxfordy  he  defcribea  Or.  Wailis  as  a  man— 
••  trudttlom  pariur  et  bumanUatt  fntfiant*'* 

9  *(  Vi^ood's  account  of  South  (fayi  Mr.  Warton)  is  full  of  inalici- 
eus  rcfledlions  and  abufive  ftorie«:  the  occafion  of  which  was  this. 
Wood,  on  a  vifit  to  Dr.  South,  was  complaining  oft  very  painful  and 
dangerous  fuppreflion  of  urine  ;  upon  v^hich  South  in  his  witty  man- 
ner, told  him,  that,  *•  if  he  could  not  makt  water  he  muft  make  earth.* 
Wood  was  fo  provoked  at  this  unfeafonable  and  unexpeded  jeft,  that 
•ht  went  home  in  a  pailion,  and  wrote  South's  Life,**  Life  of  Ralph 
Bathurft,  p.  184.     Compare  Wood*s  jttben,  Gxom,  II.  1041. 

,'  Specimen  of  a  critical  hiftory  of  the  Celtick  reliaioo,  &c.  p.  lax. 

Dryden> 
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Drydeiiy  Ray,  Evelyn S  A(hmole,Sir  William  Dugdale* 
Dr.  Bathurft,  Bi(hop  Skinner,  Dr.  Gale,  Sir  John 
Denham,  Sir  Bennet  Hofkyns,  (fon  of  John  Hofkyns, 
who  was  well  acqaaintcd  with  the  poets  of  Shak- 
fpeare's  time,)  Mr.  Jofiah  Howe,  Toland,  and  many 
more'.  The  anecdotes  concerning  D'Avenant  ia 
Wood's  Athena  Oxonienfes^  which  have  been  prints 
ed  in  a  former  page^,  were,  like  the  copious  and 
accurate  account  of  Milton,  tranfcribed  literally  from 
Aubrey's  papers.  What  has  been  there  fuggefled, 
(that  D'Avenant  was  Shakfpeare's  fon]  is  confirmed  by 
a  fubfequent  paiTage  in  the  Mf.  which  has  been  imper- 
fedly  obliterated,  and  which  Wood  did  not  pnntj 
though  in  one  of  his  own  unpublifhed  manufcripts  now  ia 
the  Bodleian  library  he  has  himfelf  told  the  fame  (lory. 
The  line  which  is  imperfedly  obliterated  in  a  different 
ink,  and  therefore  probably  by  another  hand  than  that 
of  Aubrey,  tells  us,  (as  Mr.  Warton  who  has  been  able 
to  trace  the  words  through  the  obliteration,  informs 
me,)  that  D'Avenant  was  Shakfpeare';  fon  by  the  hof- 
tefs  of  the  Crown  inn.  The  remainder  of  the  context 
confirms  this ;  for  it  fays,  that  **  D'Avenant  was  proud 
of  being  thoueht  fo,  and  had  often  (in  his  cups)  owned 
the  report  to  be  true,  to  Butler  the  poet." — From  Y^r. 
Bathurfl,  Sir  Bennet  Hoikyns,  Lacy  the  player,  and 
others,  Aubrey  got  fome  anecdotes  of  Ben  Jonfon, 
which,  as  this  part  of  the  manufcript  has  not  been  pub* 
lifhed,  I  (hall  give  below ' ;  and  from  Dryden  and  Mr. 

William 

A  <<  With  incredll>le  fatisfadlion  I  have  pcnifed  your  Natural  Hiftorj 
of  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  greatly  admire  both  your  induftry  in  uD'. 
dertaicing  fo  profitable  a  work,  and  your  judgmtnt  in  the  ffvtrai  ol^ 
/ervatiens  you  bsve  made.**  Letter  from  John  Evelyn,  £fq.  to  Mr. 
Aubrey,  prefixed  to  his  AntlquitUi  ofSyrrey, 

I  Hobbes,  whofe  life  Aubrey  wrote,  was  born  in  1588,  Milton 
in  1608,  Dryden  in  ^630,  Ray  in  1618,  Evelyn  in  i6ai,  Aflimolc 
in  16 16,  Sir  W.  Dugdale  in  1606,  Dr.  Bathurft  in  1620,  Biihup 
Skinner  in  1591,  Dr.  Gale  about  1630,  SirJohnDenhamin  1615,  Sir 
Bennet  Hoikyns  (the  fon  of  John  Hoikyns,  Benjonfoo's  poet  cat  fa. 
tber,  who  was  born  in  i  ^66,)  about  1600,  and  Mr.  Jof.  Howe  in  161 1« 

4  Part  I.  p.  160,  n.  6. 

5  The  article  relative  to  thl«  poet  imfflediatcly  precedes  that  of 
Shak^are,  and  it  as  follows  s 

«  M«. 
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William  Beefibn,(roiiof  Cfariftoplter  BeeAon,  ShaUpeart^ 
fellow-comedian,  vrho  was  a  long  time  manager  of  the 

Cockpit 
^  Mx.  ficNjAMiir  joHKtONy  Pcet  Livtett. 
«  I  renember  when  I  w««  a  Icholar  at  TriA.  Coll.  Oxon.  2646,  1 
heard  Mr,  RalpK  Bathsrft  [now  Dean  of  Welles!  fay,  tlut  Bent 
Johnfon  was  a  Warwyckfliire  mart.     •Tis  agreed,  that  his  father  wai 
a  mtnrfter  ;  and  by  his  Epiftle  f^D  of  Every  Mun  to  Mr.  W* 

Camden,  that  he  MMi  a  Wefksiafl«r  fchoiar,  and  that  Mr.  W»  Cam- 
^n  was  hit  fokoola^fter.  His  mother,  nfter  his  father*a  dcath^ 
married  a  bricklayer,  aod  *tis  g'rally  fayd  that  he  wroi:^ht  fome  time 
with  his  father-in-lawe,  &  p'ticularly  on  the  garden  wall  of  Lincoln^i 
rnne  next  to  Chancery  lane ;  ft  that  a  knight,  a  bencher,  walkiag 
thro,  and  hearing  him  repeat  4bvne  Greeke  tet^  o«t  «f  Hmmt,  dii^ 
^owfiin%  with  him  ft  finding  him  to  have  a  wrtt  cxtrandinary,  fave 
J^im  fome  exhibition  to  matataiii  him  at  Trmity  College  in  Cam- 
bridge,  where  he  was  ■  ■■  ■ :  then  he  went  into  the  Lowe  coantrey^ 
and  fpent  fome  time,  not  very  long,  in  the  armie^  not  to  the  difgraca 
of  [it},  as  you  may  find  in  his  Epigramet.  Then  ht  cam«  into  Eng- 
land, ft  aded  ft  wrote  at  the  Oicen  Cnrtaine,  but  both  ill  5  a  kiail 
«>f  Nuffery  or  obicore  play-hoafe  fomewhere  io  the  fnbarbs  (I  think 
cowards  ShorediCch  or  CUrlcenwell).  Then  he  undertooke  againe  to 
write  a  play,  ft  did  hict  it  admirably  well,  via.  Etnry  Man 
which  was  his  firft  good  one.  Sergeant  Jo«  Hoflcins  of  Hereford- 
shire was  his  Father^  I  remember  his  fonne  (Sir  Bemiet  Ho(kifti» 
ftaronet,  who  was  fomething  poetical  in  his  youth)  Cold  acs^ 
that  when  he  defiied  to  be  adopted  his  fonne.  No,  iayd  h«,  \ia 
ilonoar  enough  for  me  to  be  your  brother  s  I  am  your  father*s  fonne4 
*twas  he  that  poliflied  me :  I  doe  acknowledge  it.  He  was  [or  rather 
liad  been]  of  a  clear  and  faire  (kin.  His  habit  was  very  plain.  I  hav« 
fieard  Mr.  Lacy  the  player  fay,  that  he  was  wont  to  weare  a  <coaie 
like  a  coachman^s  coate,  with  ilittt  under  the  arm-pitts.  He  wanld 
many  times  exceede  in  drinke :  Canarie  was  his  beloved  Uquour ;  then 
he  would  tumble  home  to  bed ;  ft  when  he  had  thoroughly  perfpired» 
then  to  ftudie.  I  have  feen  his  ftudyeing  chaire,  which  was  of 
Ibawe,  fuch  as  old  women  ufed;  ft  as  Aulas  Oetliua  is  drawn 
in.  When  i  was  in  Oxon  :  Bifliop  Skinner  [BP  of  Oxford]  who  lay 
at  our  coll :  was  wont  to  fay,  that  he  ondcrftood  an  author  as  weH 
as  any  man  in  England.  He  mentions 4n  his  Epigrames,  a  fonne  that 
l>e  had,  and  his  epitaph.  Long  fince  in  King  James  time,  1  have 
heard  my  uncle  Davers  [Danvers]  fay,  who  knew  him,  that  he  lived 
withoute  temple  barre  at  a  €ombe-roaker*s  fliop  about  the  Ebph.tB 
Caftle;  In  his  later  time  he  lived  in  Weftminfter,  in  the  hoofe  under 
whiche  you  pafle,  as  you  goe  out  of  the  church-yard  into  the  oM 
palace  j  where  he  dyed.  ^He  lyes  buried  ^n  the  north  aifle,  the  patJi 
of  fquare  ftones,  the  reft  i«  loaenge,  oppofite  to  the  fcutcheon  of 
Robertus  de  Ros,  with  this  infcription  only  on  htm,  in  a  pavement 
fquareof  blew  marble,  14  inchesiquare,  O  RARE  BEN:  lOKSONs 
«»kich  waa  doaae  at  the  charge  of  JackToung,  tftewaidt  4m0hted, 

who 
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Codt{>it  flayhonfc  in  Drury-lahc,)  fomc  particalart 
coweerning  Spenfer.  I  mention  thefe  circomftancet 
trtily  to  (hew  that  Aabrey  was  a  curious  and  diligent  in« 
^pfeirer,  at  a  time  when  fuch  inquiries  were  likely  to  bs 
atcetoded  with  foccefs. 

Dr.  Fanner  in  his  admirable  EJ'ay  en  the  learning  cf 
Zbakfptares  hy  which,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  ju^y  obferved, 
•'  thequeftion  is  for  ever  decided,"  has  given  an  cxtrad 
from  Mr.  Aubrey's  account  of  our  poet,  and  the  part 
which  he  has  quoted  has  been  printed  in  a  former 

wlio  walking  there,  when  the  grave  was  covering,  gave  the  fellow 
^^een  pence  to  cott  it.** 

It  i«  obfervabfe  that  none  of  the  biographen  of  the  laft  age,  bat 
Avbreyy  appear  to  have  known  that  Jonfon  went  to  the  Low  Coun* 
triee,  in  fait  younger  years  %  a  faft  which  it  confirnoed  by  the  conrer* 
lation  that  paflied  between  old  ^n  and  Mr.  Drummond  of  Hawthorn- 
den,  which  was  not  publi(hed  till  eleven  veaf^s  after  Mr.  Aubrey *ft 
death.  A  long  account  of  Serjeant  John  Hodcyns,  ahd  Skinner,  biflio^ 
6f  Oieford,  may  be  found  in  Wo6d*«v<ri»r«.  Oifu,  I.  614--4I.  ii<6. 

Not -knowing  that  this  poet  had  a  fon  who  arrived  at  man*s  eftate^ 
I  had  no  doubt  that  the  reverfion&ry  grant  of  the  office  of  Mailer  of 
the  Revels,  which  i  found  in  the  chapel  of  the  Rolls,  was  made  to 
old  Ben;  [fos  Vol.  I.  P^rtl.  p,  400,]  but  I  am  now  convinced  that 
I  was  miftaken,  and  that  this  grant  w»  made  either  to  his  fon,  Ben- 
janiiii  Joofen  the  younger,  who  was  alfo  a  poet,  though  he  has  not 
been  noticed  by  any  of  our  biographical  writers,  or  to  fome  other 
perfon  of  the  fame  name.  A  paper  which  has  lately  fallen  into 
my  hands,  pointed  out  my  miftake.  It  appears  that  Sir  Henry  Herbert 
foon  after  the  Rcftoration  brought  an  afilon  on  the  cafe  agalnft  Mr* 
Betterton,  for  the  injury  Sir  Henry  fufiered  by  the  performance  of  plays 
Without  the  aocnfhmied  fees  being  paid  to  the  M^fter  of  the  Revels.  On 
the  trial  it  was  necefTary  for  him  to  efl«bli(h  his  title  to  that  office;  and 
as  the  grant  made  to  him  was  not  to  take  tSkOt  till  after  either 
the  death,  refignation,  forfeiture,  or  furrender  of  Benjamin  Jonfon 
and  Sir  John  Aftley,  it  became  neceffiify  to  (hew  that  thoie  two  per- 
foDs  were  dead :  and  accordingly  it  Was  proved  on  the  trial  that  the  faid 
Beojatnin  Jonfon  died,  Nov.  20,  1635.  The  poet-laureat  died,  Auguft 
16,  1637.  The  younger  Jonfon  was  a  dramatick  author,  having  in 
conjon^on  with  Brome,  produced  a  play  called  A  "Fault  iu  Fritndfi^ipf^ 
which  was  aQed  at  the  Curtain  by  Che  Princess  company  in  O^ober, 
1613;  and  in  1672  a  colledion  of  his  poems  was  pobliflied.  To 
this  volume  are  prefixed  verfes  addreffed  <<  to  all  the  ancient  family  of 
the  Lucfti^  in  which  the  writer  defcribes  himfelf  as  <*  a  little  fbeam  ^ 
firom  that  clear  fpriog  t'*  a  circuinftance  which  adds  fupport  to  Dr. 
Bathurft*s  account  of  his  father's  birth-place.  It  ihould  feem  that  he 
was  not  on  good  terms  with  his  father.  <<  He  was  not  very  happy  in 
hit  children,  (fays  Fuller  in  his  account  of  Ben  Jonfon,)  *<  and  m^Jk 
b^^  m  tbifi  vfbUb  dud  frfi  (hough  aoae  Uted  to  fiitvlfelilm.** 

page: 
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page^:  but  as  the  manufcript  memoir  is  more  copuMis« 
and  the  account  given  by  Aubrey  of  our  poet's  verfea 
on  John  o'Combe,  (which  has  never  been  publiihed)  is 
materially  different  from  that  tranfmitted  by  Mr.  Rowe, 
I^  (ball  give  an  exad  tranfcript  of  the  whole  article  re* 
lative  to  Shakfpeare,  from  the  original. 

MS.    Aubrey.  Mus.  Ashmol.  Oxon.  Li*oes, 
?•  I,  fol.  78.  a.  [Inter  Cod.  Dugdal.] 

Mr.  William  Shakespeare. 
'*  William  Shakefpeare's  father  was  a  butcher*  and 
I  have  been  told  heretofore  by  fome  of  the  neighbours, 
that  when  he  was  a  boy,  he  exercifed  his  father's  trade  ; 
but  when  he  killed  a  calfe,  he  would  do  it  in  a  high 
fiyltt  and  make  a  fpeech.  This  William,  being  incli* 
ned  naturally  to  poetry  and  afting,  came  to  London,  I 

fuefTe  about  18,  and  was  an  ador  at  one  of  the  play- 
oufes,  and  did  afl  exceedingly  well.  Now  Ben  Johnfon 
was  never  a  good  ador,  but  an  excellent  inflrudor.  He 
be^an  early  to  make  eiTays  in  dramatique  poetry^ 
which  at  that  time  was  very  lowe,  and  his  plays  took 
well.  He  was  a  handfome  well  (haped  man ;  verie  good 
company,  and  of  a  very  ready,  and  pleafant,  and  fmooth 
witt.  The  humour  of  the  conllable  in  A  Midfommer'-^ 
night  Dreame  he  happened  to  take  at  Crendon  in  Bucks* 
(I  think  it  was  Midfommer-night  that  he  happened  to 
be  there;)  which  is  the  road  from  London  to  Stratford; 
and  there  was  living  that  conftable  about  1642,  when 
I  came  firfl  to  Oxon.  Mr.  Jof.  Howe  is  of  the  parifh, 
and  knew  him.  Ben  Johnfon  and  he  did  gather  humours 
of  men,  wherever  they  came.  One  time  as  he  was  at  the 
taverne  at  Stratford,  Mr*  Combes,  an  old  ufurer,  was 
to  be  buryed ;  he  makes  then  this  extemporary  epitaph 
upon  him : 

•*  Ten  in  the  hundred  the  Devill  allowes, 

•*  But  Combes  will  have  twelve,  he  fweares  and  he  vowes : 

*«  If  any  one  afke  who  lies  in  this  tomb, 

•'  Hoh  I  quoth  the  Devill,  'tis  my  John  o'Comb. 

^  Part  I.  p.  166.  Dr.  Fanner  fuppofed  that  Aubrey^s  anecdote^  of 
Shakfpeare  came  originally  from  Mr.  Beefton,  butthia  it  a  miftalce.  Mr. 
BceftoA  IS  ^uotc4  by  Aubrey  only  for  fome  particulars  cdatife  to  Spenfer. 

"  He 
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••  He  was  wont  to  go  to  his  native  country  once  a 
ycarc,  I  think  I  have  been  told  that  he  left  near  300I. 
to  a  After.  He  underftood  latin  pretty  well ;  for  he 
had  been  in  his  younger  yeares  a  fcool-mafter  in  the 
country.'* 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  examine  the  feveral  parts  of 
this  account. 

The  firft  afTertion^  that  our  poet's  father  was  abutcher^ 
has  been  thought  unworthy  of  credit,  becaufe  '*  not 
only  contrary  to  all  other  tradition,  but,  as  it  may  feem, 
to  the  inflrument  in  the  heralds -ofHce,"  which  may  be 
found  in  a  former  page.  But  for  my  own  part,  I  think, 
this  aiTertion,  (which  it  (hould  be  obferved  is  pofitively 
affirmed  on  the  information  of  his  neighbours,  procured 
probably  at  an  early  period,)  and  the  received  account 
of  his  having  been  a  wool-ftapler,  by  no  means  incon* 
fiftent.  Dr.  Farmer  has  illuftrated  a  pafTage  in  Hamlet 
from  information  derived  from  a  perfon  who  was  at  once 
a  wool- man  and  butcher;  and, 'I  believe,  few  occupa* 
tions  can  be  named,  which  are  more  naturally  conned- 
ed  with  each  other.  Mr.  Rowe  iirft  mentioned  the 
tradition  that  our  poet's  father  was  a  dealer  in  wool, 
and  his  account  is  corroborated  by  a  circumftance  which 
I  have  juft  now  learned.  In  one  of  the  windows  of  a 
building  in  Stratford  which  belonged  to  the  Shakfpeare 
family,  are  the  arms  of  the  merchants  of  the  ftaple  ;— 
Nehule,  on  a  chief  gules,  a  lion  pajfant,  or ;  and  the  fame 
arms,  I  am  told,  may  be  obferved  in  the  church  at  Strat- 
ford, in  the  fret-work  over  the  arch  which  covers  the 
tomb  of  John  de  Clopton,  who  was  a  merchant  of  the 
fiaple,  and  father  of  Sir  Hugh  Clopton,  lord->mayor  of 
London,  by  whom  the  bridge  over  the  Avon  was  built. 
But  it  fhould  feem  from  the  records  of  Stratford  that 
John  Shakfpeare,  about  the  year  1 579,  at  which  time 
our  poet  was  fifteen  years  old,  was  by  no  means  in 
affluent  circumftances  ^ ;  and  why  may  we  not  fnppofe 
that  at  that  period  he  endeavoured  to  fupport  his  nume- 
rous family  by  adding  the  trade  of  a  butcher  to  that  of 

7  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  I03>  n.  !• 

his 
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iis  principal  bafinefs  ;  tliough  at  a  fubfeqaept  period  ht 
was  enabled^  perhaps  by  his  Ton's  bounty,  to  ciiicoatiB^e 
the  lefs  rtfp^able  of  theie  occupations  ?  I  da  nol,  hq^ 
ever,  think  it  at  ail  probable,  that  a  perTon  who  l^^d  hf fo 
once  baililF  of  Stratford  (hould  have  fufFered  any  of  ij^s 
children  to  have  been  eoiployed  in  the  icrvile  office  of 
killing  calves. 

Mr.  Aubrey  proceeds  to  tell  os,  that  William  8}iak- 
^jpeare  came  to  London  and  began  his  theatrical  ^ar^ff, 
according  to  his  conjedore,  when  he  was  aboot  eighto^a 
years  old  ;— bat  as  his  merit  as  an  a^or  is  the  princi- 
pal olyed  of  oar  prefent  dirquiiltion,  I  (hall  poftpqne 
my  obtenrations  on  this  paragraph,  till  the  remaiaifig 
part  of  thefe  anecdotes  has  been  confidered. 

We  are  next  told,  that  *'  he  began  early  to  make 
cflays  in  dramatique  poetry,  which  at  that  time  was 
very  lowe,  and  his  playes  took  well." 

On  thefe  points,  I  imagine,  there  cannot  be  much 
variety  of  opinion.  Mr.  Aubrey  was  undoubtedly  mif- 
taken  in  his  COnjefiure,  (for  he  gives  it  only  as  conjec- 
ture,) that  our  poet  came  to  London  at  eighteen ;  for 
as  he  had  three  children  born  at  Stratford  in  icSj  ^d 
1584,  it  is  very  improbable  that  he  (hould  have  ten  bis 
native  town  before  the  latter  year.  I  think  it  mod  pro- 
bable that  he  did  not  come  to  London  before  the  ye^ 
1586,  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  When  hr 
produced  his  firft  play,  has  not  been  afcertained ;  Iju^  if 
tfpenfer  alludes  to  him  in  his  Tears  of  the  Mt^fes,  §j^||k- 
^are  moft  have  exhibited  fome  piece  in  or  before  159Q, 
at  which  time  he  was  twenty  fix  years  old ;  and  thpi^gii 
snany  have  written  for  the  publick  before  they  %^ 
attained  that  time  of  life,  any  theatrical  performance 
produced  at  that  age,  would,  I  think*  fufficiently  ju^i- 
ty,  Mr.  Aubrey  in  faying  that  he  began  early  to  make 
c0ays  in  dramatick  poetry.  In  a  word,  we  have  no 
froof\h2X  he  did  noi  woo  the  drainatick  Mufe,  even  fo 
early  as  in  the  year  1587  or  1588;  in  the  firft  of  which 
years  he  was  but  twenty  three ;  and  therefore  till  fucii 
proof  (hall  be  produced,  Mr.Aubrey^B  a(rertion,  founded 
apparently  on  the  information  of  tWc  who  lived  xtvy 
neAT  the  time,  is  entitled  to  fome  weight. 

4  *'Hc 
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^  He  was  a  handfome  welUfhaped  man«  verie  good 
company^  and  of  a  very  ready^  and  pleaiant,  and  fmootii 
witt.*' 

1  fuppofe  none  of  my  readers  will  find  any  difficulty 
in  giving  full  credit  to  this  part  of  the  account.  Mr, 
Aubrey>  I  believe,  is  the  only  writer,  who  has  particu- 
larly mentioned  the  beauty  of  our  poet's  perfon ;  and 
there  being  no  contradidory  teilimony  on  the  fubjedi^ 
he  may  here  be  fafely  relied  on.  All  his  contemporaries 
who  have  fpoken  of  him,  concur  id  celebrating  the  gen« 
tlenefs  of  his  manners,  and  the  readinefs  ot  his  wit* 
*'  As  he  was  a  happy  imitator  of  nature,  (fay  his  fellow 
comedians,)  fo  was  he  a  rood  gentle  exprefler  of  it.^ 
His  mind  and  hand  went  together  ;  and  what  he  thooghc 
he  uttered  with  that  eafinefs,  that  we  have  fcarce  re- 
ceived from  him  a  blot  in  his  papers."  **  My  geatls 
Shakfpeare,"  is  the  compellation  ufed  to  him  by  Ben 
Jonibn.  *'  He  was  indeed  (lays  his  old  antagonlft) 
i$Mefi,  auii  of  an  open  and  free  nature ;  had  an  excellent 
fancy,  brave  notions,  and  gentle  expreffions;  wherein  he 
flowed  with  that  facility,  that  fometimes  it  was  neceflary 
he  ihoald  be  flopped.  SufflaminanJus  erat,  as  AugufttM 
iaid  of  Harterius."     So  alio  in  his  verfes  on  our  poet; 

<<  'Look  how  the  father's  face 

**  Lives  in  his  iffuc,  even  fo  the  race 

•*  Of  Sbakfpeare's  mind  and  manners  brightly  (hines 

*•  In  his  tuelUtorned  and  true-filed  lines.** 

In  like  manner  he  is  reprefented  by  Spenfer  (if  in 
Ae  Tears  of  the  Mufes  he  is  alluded  to,  which,  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  is  extremely  probable,)  under  the 
endearing  description  of  **  our  fleafant  Willy,"  and 
**  that  fame  gentle  fpiritp  from  whole  pen  flow  copioiia 
fireams  of  honey  and  nedar."  In  a  fubfeqnent  page  I 
fiiall  have  occaiion  to  quote  another  of  his  contempora^ 
Hes,  who  is  equally  lavifh  in  prai^g  the  uprightnefs  of 
his  conduct  and  the  gentlenefs  and  civility  of  his  de* 
jneanour.  And  conforma(^le  to  di  thefe  ancient  tefti- 
monies  is  that  of  Mr.  Rowe,  who  informs  us,  from  the 
traditional  accounts  received  from  his  native  town^  that 
imr  poet's  *'  pleafurable  wit  and  good-nature  engaged 
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him  in  the  acquaintance  and  entitled  him  to  the  fricni* 
ihip  of  the  gentlemexf  of  his  neighbourhood  at  Stratford." 

A  man,  whofe  manners  were  thus  engaging,  whofe 
wit  was  thus  ready,  and  whofe  mind  was  ibred  with 
fuch  a  plenitude  of  ideas  and  fuch  a  copious  alFem- 
blage  of  images  as  his  writings  exhibit,  could  not  bat 
have  been  what  he  is  reprefented  by  Mr.  Aubrey»  a 
delightful  companion. 

*'  The  humour  of  the  conftable  in  jf  Midfttrnmer* 
mght'Dreamty  he  happened  to  take  at  Crendon  in  Bucks^ 
(I  think  it  was  Midfomer-night  that  he  happened  to 
be  there;)  which  is  the  road  from  London  to  Strat- 
ford ;  and  there  was  living  that  conftable  aboat  1642^ 
when  I  came  firft  to  Oxon.  Mr.  Jof.  Howe  is  of  the 
parifti,  and  knew  him." 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  there  is  here  a  flight 
miftake,  there  being  no  fuch  charadler  as  a  conftable 
in  A  Midfummer-N'tght* s  Dream,  The  pcrfon  in  .con- 
templation undoubtedly  was  Dogberry  in  Much  ad§ 
about  nothing.  But  this  miftake  of  a  name  does  not, 
in  my  apprehenfion,  detrad  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
from  the  credit  of  the  fa^  icfelf ;  namely,  that  our  poet 
in  his  admirable  character  of  a  foolilh  conftable  had  in 
view  an  individual  who  lived  in  Crendon  or  Grendon, 
(for  it  is  written  both  ways,)  a  town  in  Buckinghamftiire, 
about  thirteen  miles  from  Oxford.  Leonard  Digges, 
who  was  Shakfpeare's  contemporary,  has  fallen  into  a 
iimilar  errour ;  for  in  his  eulogy  on  our  poet,  he  has 
fuppofed  the  character  of  malvoliO,  which  is  found 
in  Tixjelfth  Night  f  to  be  in  Much  ado  about  nothing  •. 

As  fome  account  of  the  perfon  from  whom  Mr.  Au- 
brey derived  this  anecdote,  who  was  of  the  fame  col- 
lege with  him  at  Oxford,  may  tend  to  eftablifti  its 
credit,  I  fliall  tranfcribe  from  Mr.  Warton's  preface  to 
his  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  fuch  notices  of  Mr.  Joiias 
Howe,  as  he  has  been  able  to  recover. 

**  He  was  born  at  Crendon  in  Bucks,  [about  the 
year   161  z]  and  elected  a  fcholar  of  Trinity  College 

*  See  Vol.  I.  Parti,  p.  213. 

June 
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Jane  I2«  1632;  admitted  a  fellow,  being  then  bache- 
lor of  arts.  May  264  '637.  By  Heame  he  is  called  a 
great  cavalier  and  loyaliii,  and  a  moft  ingenious  man  *. 
He  appears  to  have  been  a  general  and  accompliihed 
fcholar,  and  in  polite  literature  one  of  the  ornaments^of 
the  univerfity.— In  1644  he  preached  before  king 
Charles  the  Firlt,  at  Chrift  Church  cathedral,  Oxford. 
The  fermon  was  printed,  and  in  red  letters,  by  his 
majefty's  fpecial  command.-— Soon  after  1646,  he  was 
ejeded  from  his  fellowfhip  by  the  prefbyterians ;  and 
reftored  in  1660.  He  lived  forty-two  years,  greatly 
refpedied,  after  his  reftitution,  and  arriving  at  the  age 
of  ninety,  died  fellow  of  the  college  where  he  conftant- 
ly  rcfided,  Auguft  28,  1701."  Mr.  Thomas  Howe, 
the  father  of  this  Mr.  Jofias  Howe,  (as  I  learn  from 
Wood)  was  minifler  of  Crcndon,  and  contemporary  with 
Shakfpeare;  and  from  him  his  fon  perhaps  derived 
fome  information  concerning  our  poet,  which  he  might 
have  communicated  to  his  fellow-collegian,  Aobreyb 
The  anecdote  relative  to  the  condable  of  Crendon,  how- 
ever, does  not  (land  on  this  ground,  for  we  find  that 
Mr.  Jofias  Howe  perfonally  knew  him,  and  that  he  was 
living  in  1642. 
I  now  proceed  to  the  remaining  part  of  thefe  anecdotes : 
**  Ben  Jonfon  and  he  did  gather  humours  of  men 
wherever  they  came.  One  time  as  he  was  at  the  ta* 
verne  at  Stratford,  Mr.  Combes',  an  old  ufurer,  was 
to  be  buried*;  he  makes  then  this  extemporary  epi- 
taph upon  him : 

9  Rob.  GIouc  Gloss,  p.  669. 

'  This  cuftom  of  adding  an  s  to  many  hanies»  both  in  fpeaking  and 
writing,  was  very  common  in  the  Jaft  age.  Shakfpeare's  fellow  co- 
median, yehn  Hemhie,  was  always  called  Mr.  Hemingt  by  his  contem- 
porariesy  and  Lord  Clarendon  conftantly  writes  Bifliop  Earktt  inftead  of 
Bifliop  Earti, 

*<  S  (fays  Camden  in  his  Remainety  4to.  1605,)  alfo  is  joyned  to 
mo/l  [names]  now,  as  Manors,  Knoles,  Crofts,  Hilles,  Cojn^ri,'*  &c. 

A  Mr.  Combe  was  buried  at  Stratford,  July  I2,  1614.     The  entry' 
in  the  Regifter  of  that  parifli  confirms  the  obfervation  made  above; 
for,  though  written  by  a  ciergymany  it  ftands  thus  :  <*  July  it,  1614. 
Mr.  John  Comhet,  Gener.** 

Vol.  I.  Part  11.  •N  "Ten 
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«*  Ten  in  the  hundred  the  devill  allowes, 

''  But  Combes  will  have  twelve,  he  fwears  and  he 

vowes : 
*'  If  anv  one  afke',  who  lies  in  this  tomb, 
•'  Hoh  I  quoth  the  devill,  *tis  my  John  o'Combe," 

In  a  former  page  I  have  proved,  if  I  miflake  not,  from 
an  examination  of  Mr.  Combe*8  will,  and  other  cir- 
camftances,  that  no  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Rowe's  account 
of  our  poet's  having  fo  incenfed  him  by  an  epitaph 
which  he  made  on  him  in  his  prefence,  at  a  tavern  in 
Stratford,  that  the  old  gentleman  never  forgave  him. 
And  Mr.  Aubrey's  account  of  this  matter,  which  I  had 
not  then  feen,  fully  confirms  what  1  fuggefted  on  the 
fubjed :  for  here  we  find,  that  the  epitaph  was  made 
after  Combe's  death.  Nor  is  this  fprightly  effufion  in- 
confiftent  with  Shakfpeare's  having  lived  in  a  certain 
degree  of  familiarity  with  that  gentleman ;  whom  he 
might  have  refpedled  for  fome  qualities,  though  he 
indulged  himfelf  in  a  fudden  and  playful  cenfure  of  his 
inordinate  attention  to  the  acquirement  of  wealth,  at  a 
time  when  that  ridicule  could  not  aifed  him  who  was 
theobjedofit. 

Mr.  Steevens  has  juftly  obferved,  that  the  verfes  ex- 
hibited by  Mr.  Rowe,  conuin  not  a  jocular  epitaph, 
but  a  malevolent  predi^on;  and  every  reader  will,  I 
am  fure,  readily  aeree  with  him,  that  it  is  extremely 
improbable  that  Shakfpeare  (hould  have  poifoned  the 
hour  of  confidence  and  friendfliip  bv  producing  one  of 
the  fevered  cenfures  on  one  of  his  company,   and  fo 

s  Thf9  appean  to  hate  been  in  our  poet*B  time  a  common  form  ia 
WridAg  epitaphs.  In  one  vrhTch  lie  wrote  on  Sir  TKomas  Stanley, 
which  haa  been  given  in  Vol.  I.  Part  1.  p.  130,  we  again  meec 
with  it  t 

««  Mf  tpho  tin  berey^  &c. 
Again,  in  Ben  Jonfon^s  Epitaph  on  his  fon : 

««  Reft  in  foh  peace,  and  aJkTdf  fay,  here  detb  Rt 

<  Ben  Jonibn  his  beft  piece  of  poetry.** 

4  wantonly 
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waDtonly  and  publickly  exprefs  his  doubts  concernizig 
the  falvatioQ  of  one  of  his  fellow  creatures.  The  fore- 
going more  accurate  ilatement  entirely  vindicates  our 
poet  from  this  imputation. 

Tfaefe  extemporary  verfes  having,  I  fuppofe,  not 
been  fet  down  in  writing  by  their  author,  and  being 
inaccurately  tranfmitted  to  London,  appear  in  an  ia- 
tirely  different  fhape  in  Braithnxjaitt* s  Remainet,  and 
(here  we  find  them  affixed  to  a  tomb  ereded  by  Mr« 
Combe  in  his  life-time.  I  have  already  fhewn  that  oo 
fuch  comb  was  ereidted  by  Mr.  Combe,  and  therefbi^ 
Braithwaite's  fkory  is  as  little  to  be  credited  as  Mr* 
Rowe's.  That  fuch  various  reprefentations  fhould  he 
made  of  verfes  of  which  the  author  probably  never  gav^ 
A  written  copy,  and  perhaps  never  thought  of  after  he 
had  uttered  them,  is  not  at  all  extraordinary.  Who 
has  not,  in  his  own  experience,  met  with  fimilar  varir 
ations  in  the  accounts  of  a  tranfadion  which  pafled 
l>ut  a  few  months  before  he  had  occaiion  to  examine 
minutely  and  accurately  into  the  real  flate  of  the  fad  ? 

In  further  fupport  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  exhibition  of  the(e 
verfes,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in  his  copy  the  firft 
couplet  is  original ;  in  Mr.  Rowe's  exhibition  of  theqi 
it  is  borrowed  from'  preceding  epitaphs.  In  the  fourth 
line.  Ho  (not  Oh  ho^  as  Mr.  Rowe  has  it,)  was  in  Shak- 
ipeare's  age  the  appropriate  exclamation  of  RoBiir 
Good  PEL  LOW,  «/itfi  PucKE,  alias  Hobgoblin^. 

Mr.  Aubrey  informs  us  lafUy,  that  Shakipeafie 
*'  was  wont  to  go  to  his  native  country  once  a  ycare. 
I  think  I  have  been  told  that  he  left  near  jool.  to  a 
lifter.  He  underftood  Latin  pretty  well,  lor  he  bad 
been  in  his  younger  years  a  fchooUmafter  in  the 
country.'* 

Many  traditional  anecdotes,  though  not  pecfejQtbr 
accurate,  contain  an  adumbration  of  the  truth.  It  1^ 
obfervable  that  Mr.  Aubrey  fpeaks  here  with  fome  dei- 
gree  of  doubt; — '*  I  think  I  have  been  told;"  and  his 
memuryv  or  that  of  his  informer,  led  him  into  an  erroup: 

4  Sec  Percy*!  Mitut  9fMt'unt  Pettry,  Vol.  III.  p.  9^^* 

N  2  with 
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with  refped  to  the  periba  to  whom  o«r  poet  beqiKathet! 
tM$  legacy,  who,  we  find  firom  his  will,  was  his  daagh- 
fer,  not  his  fitter :  but  though  Auhnj  was  miflakeii  u 
to  the  peribn,  his  infonnatioa  with  refoefi  to  the  amocmc 
of  the  legacy  was  perfedly  corred ;  for  300I.  was  the 
precife  fam  which  Shakfpeare  left  to  his  feo3od  daaghter, 
Jodith. 

lo  like  manner,  I  am  ftrongly  inclined  to  think  that 
the  laft  afiertion  contains,  thoagh  not  the  trath»  yet 
Ibmething  like  it:  I  mean,  that  Shakfpeare  had  been 
employed  for  fome  time  in  his  younger  years  as  a  teacher 
in  the  country;  though  Dr.  Farmer  has  incontelbMy 

roved,  that  he  could  not  have  been  a  teacher  of  Latrm. 
have  already  fuggetted  my  opinion,  that  before  his 
coming  to  London  be  had  acquired  foroe  (hare  of  legal 
knowledge  in  the  office  of  a  petty  country  conveyancer, 
or  in  that  of  the  fleward  of  fome  manerial  court.  It  is 
not  necefTary  here  to  repeat  the  reafons  on  which  that 
opinion  is  founded.  If  he  began  to  apply  to  this  ftudy 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  two  years  afterwards  he  might 
have  been  fufficiently  converfant  with  conveyances  to 
have  taught  others  the  forms  of  fuch  legal  afTurances  as 
are  ufually  prepared  by  country  attorneys ;  and  perhaps 
fpent  two  or  three  years  in  this  employment  before  he 
removed  from  Stratford  to  London.  Some  uncertain 
rumour  of  this  kind  might  have  continued  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  lafl  century  ;  and  by  the  time  it  reached  Mr. 
Aubrey,  our  poet's  original  occupation  was  changed 
horn  a  fcrivener's  to  that  of  a  fchool-mader. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  more  immediate  objefl  of  our 
prefent  inquiry  ;  our  poet's  merit  as  an  ador. 

"  Being  inclined  naturally  (fays  Mr.  Aubrey)  to 
poetry  and  adiing,  he  came  to  London,  I  gueffe  about 
iS,  and  was  an  ador  at  one  of  the  playhou^s,  and  did 
ad  exceedingly  well.  Now  Ben  Jonfon  never  was  a 
good  ador,  but  an  excellent  inilrudor." 

The  firft  obfervation  that  I  (hall  make  on  this  account 
28,  that  the  latter  part  of  it,  which  informs  us  that  Ben 
Jonfon  was  a  bad  ador,  is  inconteflably  confirmed  by  one 
of  the  comedies  of  Decker;  and  therefore,  though  there 

were 
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were  no  other  evidence,  it  might  be  plaufibly  inferred 
that  Mr.  Aubrey's  information  concerning  our  poet's 
powers  on  the  ftage  was  not  lefs  accurate.  But  in  this 
mftancc  I  am  not  under  the  neceflity  of  retting  on  fuch 
an  inference  ;  for  I  am  able  to  produce  the  teftimony  of 
a  contemporary  in  fupport  of  Shakfpeare's  hiftrionick 
merit.  In  the  preface  to  a  pamphlet  entitled  Kinde- 
Hartes  Dreame^  publifhed  in  December  15921  which  I 
have  already  had  occafion  to  quote  for  another  purpofe» 
the  author,  Henry  Chettle,  who  was  himfelf  a  dramatick 
writer,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  principal  poets 
and  players  of  the  time,  thusfpeaksof  Shakfpeare: 

*'  The  other  *,  whom  at  that  time  I  did  not  fo  much 
fpare,  as  fince  I  wiih  I  had,  for  that  as  I  have  moderated 
the  hate  of  Jiving  writers,  and  might  have  ufed  my  own 
difcretion,  (efpccially  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  author  [Robert 
Greene]  being  dead,)  I  am  as  forry  as  if  the  original 
fault  had  been  my  fault ;  becaufc  my  felfe  have  feen  his 
demeanour  no  lels  civil  than  ht  excell^ht  in  the qualU 
tie  heprofejfes :  befides,  divers  of  worfhip  have  reported 
his  uprightnefs  of  dealing,  which  argues  his  honeflie^ 
and  his  facetious  grace  in  writing,  that  approves  hb 
art." 

To  thofe  who  arc  not  converfant  with  the  language  of 
our  old  writers,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the 
words,  **  the  qualitie  he  profejfes^^*  particularly  denote 
his  profeiTion  as  an  a3or.  The  latter  part  of  the  para- 
graph indeed,  in  which  he  is  praifed  as  a  good  man  and 
an  elegant  ivriter,  (hews  this :  however,  the  following 
paffage  in  Stephen  GofTon's  Schoole  of  Ahufe^  i579»  *** 
which  the  very  fame  words  occur,  will  put  this  matter 
beyond  a  doubt.  "  Over-lafhing  in  apparell  (fay«  Gof- 
fon)  is  fo  common  a  fault,  that  the  verye  hyerlings  of 
fome  of  our  plaiers,  which  (land  at  the  reveriion  of  vi.  s. 
by  the  weeke,  jet  under  gentlemen's  nofes  in  futes  of 
iilke,  exercifmg  themfelves  in  prating  on  the  ftage,  and 

5  That  by  the  words  *Tbe  ttber,  was  meant  Shakfpeare,  hat  been 
already  ihewn  in  the  EJky  m  the  trder  of  bis  fiajs,  Vol.  I.  Part  !• 

p.  274- 

N  3  common 
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common  fcoffing  when  tbey  come  abrode ;  where  thejr 
looke  aflcance  at  every  man  of  whom  the  fonday  before 
they  begged  an  almes.  I  (peak  not  this>  as  though 
€Tery  one  that  profejfetb  the  qualitit,  fo  abufed  him  felfe  ; 
lor  it  is  wel  knowen,  that  fome  of  them  are  fober^  dif- 
creetf  properly  learned^  honeft  iioufeholders,  and  citi- 
zens well  thought  on  amonge  their  neighbours  at  home, 
though  the  pride  of  their  fhadowes  ((  roeane  thofe  hange* 
byes  whome  they  fuccour  with  ftipend)  caufe  them  to  bee 
fomewhat  talked  of  abrode*^." 

Thus  early  was  Shakfpeare  celebrated  as  an  adtor,  and 
thus  unfounded  was  the  information  which  Mr.  Rowe 
obtained  on  this  fubjedl.     Wright,  a  more  diligent  in- 

Suirer,  and  who  had  better  opportunities  of  gaining 
tieatrical  intelligence,  had  faid  about  ten  years  before, 
that  he  had  *'  heard  our  author  was  a  better  poet  than 
anadlor;"  but  this  defcription,  though  probably  true, 
may  dill  leave  him  a  confiderable  portion  of  merit  in  the 
latter  capacity :  for  if  the  various  powers  and  peculiar 
excellencies  of  all  the  aftors  from  his  time  to  the  prefent, 
were  united  in  one  man,  it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether 
they  would  conilitute  a  performer  whofe  merit  ihould 
entitle  him  to  *^  bench  by  the  iide"  of  Shakfpeare  as  a 
poet. 

A  pafTage  indeed  in  Lodge's  Incarnate  Devills  of  the 
aggy  1590,  has  been  pointed  out,  as  levelled  at  our 
poet's  performance  of  the  GhoU  in  Hamlet.  But  this  in 
my  appreheniion  is  a  miftake.  The  ridicule  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  paiTage  in  queftion  was,  1  have  no 
doubt,  aimed  at  the  ador  who  performed  the  part  of  the 
Ghoft  in  fome  miferable  play  which  was  produced  before 
Shakfpeare  commenced  either  ador  or  writer.  That 
fuch  a  plavonce  exifled,  I  have  already  (hewn  to  be  high- 
ly probable  i  and  the  tradition  tranfmitted  by  Betterton^ 
that  our  poet's  performance  of  the  Ghoft  in  his  own 
Hamlet  was  his  chef  d'oeuvre,  adds  fupport  to  my 
opinion. 

6  In  the  margia  th*ts  cautious  puiitia  adds-^^  Some  plajen  iiiodeft« 

^   ^  That 
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That  ShakTpeare  had  a  perfed  knowledge  of  his  art» 
is  proved  by  the  inflrudtions  which  are  given  to  the 
player  in  Hamlet^  and  by  other  parages  in  his  works  ; 
which,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  al/eady  ftated, 
incline  me  to  think  that  the  traditional  account  tranf- 
mitted  by  Mr.  Rowe,  relative  to  his  powers  on  the  ftage» 
has  been  too  haftily  credited.  In  the  celebrated  fcene 
betwocn  Hamlet  and  his  mother,  (he  thus  addreffes 
him: 

•'  —Alas,  how  is*t  with  you? 
**  That  you  do  bend  your  eye  on  'vacancy  p 
'*  And  ivitb  the  incorporeal  air  do  hold  difcourfe  ? 
•*  Forth  at  your  eyes  your  fpirits  ^wildly  peep ; 
"  And,  as  the  flecping  foldiers  in  the  alarm, 
**  Your  bedded  hair,  like  life  in  excrements, 
''  Starts  up«  and  ftands  on  end.— Whereon  do  yoa 
look? 
**  Ham,  On  him !  on  him!  look  you,  how  pale  he 
glares ! 
'*  His  term  and  caufe  conjoined,  preaching  to  ftones, 
**  Would  make  them  capable.    Do  not  look  upon  me, 
'*  Left  with  this  piteous  a^ion,  you  convert 
*'  My  ftcrn  effeds :  then  what  I  have  to  do 
"  Will  want  true  colour ;  tears  perchance  for  blood." 

Can  it  be  imagined  that  he  would  have  attributed  thefe 
lines  to  Hamlet,  unlefs  he  was  confident  that  in  his  own 
part  he  could  give  efficacy  to  that  piteous  a£tion  of  the 
Ghoft,  which  he  has  fo  forcibly  defcribed  ?  or  that  the 
preceding  lines  fpoken  by  the  Queen,  and  the  defcrip- 
lion  of  a  tragedian  in  King  Richard  IIL  could  have 
come  from  the  pen  of  an  ordinary  a^r  ? 

<<  Rich.  Come,  coufm,  can'ft  thou  quake  and  change 
thy  colour  ? 
'*  Murther  thy  breath  in  middle  of  a  ^wordf 
*'  And  then  again  begin  t  and  ft  op  again , 
**  As  i/thcu  Wirt  dtfiraught,  and  mad  wtb  terror  ? 


N  4  •'  Buck. 
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''  Suci.  Tut,  1  can  counterfeit  the  deep  tragedian  | 
"  Speak,  and  look  big,  and  pry  en  e^eryfide^ 
**  Tremble  and ftart  at  tuagging  dfajiraiv^ 
•*  Intending  deep /u/picion:  ghajfly  looks 
**  Are  at  mv/er*vicet  like  enforced  /miles  ; 
**  And  both  are  ready  in  their  offices, 
*'  At  any  time,  to  grace  my  ftratagems." 

I  do  not,  however,  believe,  that  our  poet  played  parts 
of  the  firil  rate,  though  he  probably  diilinguifhed  hi m- 
felf  by  whatever  he  performed.  If  the  names  of  the 
adlors  prefixed  to  E^very  Man  in  his  humour  were  arran- 
ged in  the  fame  order  as  the  perfcns  of  the  drama,  he 
muft  have  reprefented  Old  Knonvell ;  and  if  we  may 
give  credit  to  an  anecdote  related  in  a  former  page, 
he  was  the  Adam  in  his  own  As  you  like  it.  Perhaps 
he  excelled  in  reprefenting  old  men.  The  following 
contemptible  lines  written  by  a  contemporary,  about 
the  year  1611,  might  lead  us  to  fuppofe  that  he  alfo 
afted  Duncan  in  Macbeth,  and  the  parts  of  King  Henry 
the  Fourth,  and  King  Henry  the  Sixth : 

«'  To  our  Englifli  Terence,  Mr.  William  Shakefpeare. 

*'  Some  fay,  good  Will,  which  I  in  fport  do  fing, 

**  Hadft  thou  not  play*d  fome  kingly  parts  in  Iport, 
*'  Thou  hadft  been  a  companion  for  a  king, 

**  And  been  a  king  among  the  meaner  fort. 
<'  Some  others  raile,  but  raile  as  they  think  fit, 
"  Thou  hall  no  railing  but  a  raigning  wit ; 
<*  And  honefty  thou  fow'ft,  which  they  do  reape, 
♦*  So  to  increafe  their  ftock  which  they  do  keepe." 

The  Scourge  of  Folly  y  by  John  Davies,  of  Here- 
ford, no  date. 

RICHARD    BURBAPGE% 

the  mod  celebrated  tragedian  of  our  author's  time,  was 
the  fon  of  James  Burbadge,  who  was  alfo  an  ador,  and 

*  In  writing  this  performer*^  name  I  have  followed  the  fpelling  ufed 
by  his  brother,  who  was  a  witnefs  to  his  will ;  but  the  Dane  ought 
rather  to  be  written  Burkidge,  (as  it  often  formerly  was,)  being  mani- 
feilly  M  abbreviation  or  conruption  of  Bwwib'bridgu 

perhaps 


OF  THE  ENGLISH  STAGE.  185 

ferhaps  a  countryman  of  Shakfpeare.  He  lived  ia 
lolywell-ftreet  in  the  parilhof  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch, 
from  which  circumftance  I  conjedlure  that  he  had  origi- 
nally played  at  the  Curtain  theatre,  which  was  in  that 
neighbourhood ;  for  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
born  in  that  parilh ;  at  leaft  I  fearched  the  regifter  from 
its  commencement  in  1558,  in  vain,  for  his  birth.  It 
is  Itrauge,  however,  that  he  (hould  have  continued  to 
live  from  tlie  year  1600  to  his  death,  in  a  place  which 
was  near  three  miles  diftant  from  the  Blackfriars  play- 
houfe,  and  ftill  further  from  the  Globe,  in  which  thea-^ 
tres  he  acted  during  the  whole  of  that  time.  He  appears 
to  have  married  about  the  year  1600;  and  if  at  that 
time  we  fuppofe  him  thirty  years  old,  his  birth  muft  be 
placed  in  1570.  By  his  wife,  whofe  chrillian  name  was 
Winefrid,  he  had  four  daughters;  Juliet,  or  Julia,  (for 
the  name  is  written  both  ways  in  the  regifter,)  who  was 
baptized  Jan.  2,  1602-3,  and  died  in  1608;  Frances, 
baptized  Sep.  16,  1604;  Winefrid,  baptized  Odlob. 
5,  1613,  and  buried  in  October,  1616;  and  a  fecond 
Juliet,  (or  Julia,)  who  was  baptized  Dec.  26,  16 ia. 
This  child  and  Frances  appear  to  have  furvived  their 
father.  His  fondnefs  for  the  name  of  Juliet,  perhaps 
arofe  from  his  having  been  the  original  Romeo  in  our 
author's  play. 

Camden  has  placed  the  death  of  Burbadge  on  the  9th 
of  March,  1619^.  On  what  day  he  died,  is  now  of 
little  confeq^ence ;  but  to  afcertain  the  degree  of  credit 
due  to  hiftorians  is  of  fome  importances  and  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  remark  how  very  feldom  minute  acca* 
racy  is  to  be  expedted  even  from  contemporary  writers. 
The  fadl  is,  that  fiurbadge  died  fome  days  later,  proba- 
bly on  the  1 3  th  of  that  month ;  for  his  will  was  made  on 
the  1 2th,  and 'he  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Leo* 
nard,  Shoreditch,  on  the  1 6th  of  March,  1618-19.  His 
lad  will,  extrgiEied  from  the  regiilry  of  the  Prerogative 
court,  is  as  fdllows. 

7  *'  1619.  Martii  9.  RIchardut  Burbadge,  alter  Rofcius,  obitt**' 
fRfi*i  regit  J^fobiU  Jtnnalium  A^pgratuh  4<o-  ^^u 

•»  Memo- 
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*'  MsMORANDUMy  That  On  Frydayo  the  twelfth  of 
March,  Anno  Domini,  one  thoofand  fix  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen>  Richard  Burbage  of  the  parifh  of  Saint  Leonard, 
Shoreditch,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  gent,  being  fick 
in  body,  but  of  good  and  perfe^  remembrance,  did  make 
his  lad  will  and  teflament,  nuncupative,  in  manner  and 
Ibrm  following;  viz.  He  thefaid  Richard  did  nominate 
and  appoint  his  well  beloved  wife  Winifride  Barbage  to 
be  his  fole  executrix  of  all  his  goods  &  chattels  what- 
Ibever,  in  the  prefcnce  and  hearing  of  the  perfons  an« 
dernamed : 

Cuthbert  Burbadge,  brother  to  the  teflator. 

+  The  mark  of  Elizabeth,  his  wife. 

Nicholas  Tooley. 

Anne  Lancafter. 

Richard  Robinfon. 

+  The  mark  of  Elizabeth  Graves. 

Henry  Jackfonne. 

Frohatum  fuit  tefiamenium  fuprafcriptum  apud  London^ 
coram  judice^  2  2°  Aprilis^  1619,  juramento  Wi- 
nifride  Burbadge,  reliSa  diSi  defuniii  et  execu" 
tricis  in  eodem  teftamtnto  nominate  cut  commijfa  fuit 
adminiftratio  de  btne^  l^c.  Jurat, 

Richard  Burbadge  is  introduced  in  perfon  in  an  old 
play  called  Tbe  Retumefrom  Parru^us^  (written  in  or 
about  1602,)  and  inflru^s  a  Cambridge  fcholar  how  to 
play  the  part  of  King  Richard  the  Third,  in  which 
Burbadge  was  greatly  admired.  That  he  reprefented 
this  charader,  is  afcertained  by  Biihop  Corbet,  who 
in  his  Iter  Boreale,  fpeaking  of  his  hoft  at  Leicefter, 
tells  us, 

**  —  when  he  would  have  faid.  King  Richard  died* 
«*  And  caird  a  horfe,  ahorfe,  he  Burbage  cry'd.** 

He  probably  alfo  performed  the  parts  of  King  John« 
Richard  the  Second,  Henry  the  Fifth,  Timon,  Brutus* 
Coriolanus,  Macbeth,  Lear,  and  Othello* 

He  was  one  of  the  principal  iharers  or  proprietors  of 
the  Globe  and  Blackfriars  theatres;  and  was  of  fuch 

eminence 
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eminences  that  in  a  letter  preferved  in  the  Britifh  Mu- 
feum,  written  in  the  year  161 3,  (Mfs.  Harl.  7002,)  the 
ft^rs  at  the  Globe  are  called  Burbadge*s  Company^. 
The  following  character  oi  this  celebrated  player  it 
given  by  Fleckno  in  his  ^bort  Di/cour/e  of  the  Englijb 
Stdge^  1664. 

"  He  was  a  delightful  Proteus,  fo  wholly  transform- 
ing himfelf  into  his  parts,  and  putting  off  himfelf  with 
his  cloaths,  as  he  never  (not  10  much  as  in  the  tyring 
houfe)  alTumed  himfelf  again,  untill  the  play  was  done* 
— -  He  had  all  the  parts  of  an  excellent  orator,  ani- 
mating his  words  with  fpeaking,  and  fpeech  with  adlion  ; 
his  auditors  being  never  more  delighted  than  when  he 
fpake,  nor  more  forry  than  when  he  held  his  peace: 
yet  even  then  he  was  an  excellent  ador  flill ;  never  fail- 
ing in  his  part,  when  he  had  done  fpeaking,  but  with 
his  looks  and  geAure  maintaining  it  ftill  to  the  height." 

It  ihould  not,  however,  be  concealed,  that  Fleckno  had 
previoufly  printed  this  character  as  the  portrait  of  An  ex- 
iilUm  a&or^  in  general,  and  there  is,reafon  to  believe  that 
this  writer  never  faw  Burbadge :  for  Fleckno  did  not  die 
till  about  the  year  1682  or  1083,  and  confcquently,  fup- 
pofing  him  then  feventy-five  years  old,  he  mud  have 
been  a  boy  when  this  celebrated  player  died.  The  tefti- 
mony  of  Sir  Richard  Baker  is  of  more  value,  who  pro- 
nounces him  to  have  been  ''  fuch  an  ador,  as  no  age 
mull  ever  look  to  fee  the  like."  Sir  Richard  Baker 
i¥as  bom  in  1568,  and  died  in  1641.- 5 ;  and  appears,  from 
various  paffages  in  his  works,  to  have  paid  much  atten« 
tion  to  the  theatre,  in  defence  of  which  he  wrote  a 
treatife. 

In  Phiipot's  additions  to  Camden's  Rimains^  we  find 
an  epitaph  on  this  tragedian,  more  concife  than  even 
that  on  Ben  Jonfon ;  being  only,  «*  Exit  Burhiage*^* 

*  Id  ]onCoTi*i  Mafque  tf  Cbriftmatf  i6i6,  Burbadge  and  Hemlngt 
are  both  mentioned  as  managers  :  <'  1  could  ha*  had  money  enough 
for  him,  an  I  would  ha*  been  tempted,  and  ha*  fee  him  out  by  the 
week  to  the  king*i  players  t  Mailer  Burbadge  hath  been  about  and 
about  with  mt,  and  fo  has  old  Mr.  Hemioge  too  3  they  ha*  need  of 
him.*» 

The 


i88         HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

The  following  old  epitaph  on  Burbadge>  which  it 
fband  in  a  Mf.  m  the  Mufeum,  (Mfs.  Sloan.  1786,}  is 
only  worthy  of  prefervation,  as  it  fhews  how  high  the 
lepotation  of  this  ador  was  in  hia  own  age : 

*•  Epitaph  on  Mr.  Richard  Burbage,  the  player*. 

"  This  life's  a  play,  fcean'd  out  by  natures  arte, 
••  Where  every  man  hath  his  allotted  pane. 
**  This  man  hathe  now  (as  many  more  can  tell) 
*'  Ended  hb  part,  and  he  hath  aded  well. 
*•  The  play  now  ended,  think  his  grave  to  be 
•*  The  detiring  howfe  of  his  fad  tragedie  ; 
••  Where  to  give  his  fame  this,  be  not  afraid, 
"  Here  lies  9ie  bed  tragedian  ever  plaid." 

JOHN    HEMINGE 

is  faid  by  Roberts  the  player  to  have  been  a  tragedian, 
and  in  conjundiion  with  Condell,  to  have  followed  the 
bulinefs  of  printing  9;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
had  any  authority  for  thefe  affertions.  In  fome  traft 
of  which  I  forgot  to  prefer\x  the  title,  he  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  original  performer  of  FalftafF. 

I  fcarched  the  regifter  of  St.  Mary's  Aldermanbury, 
(in  which  pariQi  this  a£tor  lived,)  for  the  time  of  his 
birth,  in  vain.    Ben  Jonfon  in  the  year  1616,  as  we 

*  I  dtd  hot  till  lately  difcover  that  there  is  an  origioal  pi^re  of 
this  admired  a£tor  in  Dulwich  College,  or  hit  portrait  ihould  have 
l>ecn  engraved  for  this  work.  However,  the  defed  will  very  fpeedily 
be  remedied  by  Mr,  Sylvefier  Hardingf  the  ingenious  artift  whom 
I  employed  to  make  a  copy  of  the  pidure  of  Lo^ia  at  Oxford,  which 
he  executed  with  perfect  fidelity  ;  and  who  means  to  give  the  ptibliclc 
in  twenty  numbers,  at  a  very  moderate  price,  not  only  all  fuch  portraits 
at  can  be  found,  of  the  adors  who  perfonated  the  principal  chara^ers 
in  our  author's  plays,  while  he  was  on  the  ftage,  but  alfo  an  aHemblage 
of  genuine  heads  of  the  real  perfonages  reprefented  in  them  $  together 
with  various  views  of  the  difterent  places  in  which  the  fcene  of  hit 
hidorical  dramas  is  placed.  Each  plate  will  be  of  the  fame  fixe  as  thiit 
of  Lowin,  fo  as  to  fuit  the  prefcnt  edition. 

9  Anfwer  to  Pope,  1729. 

have 
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have  joft  fccn,  calls  him  old  Mr.  Hcminge:  if  at  that 
time  he  was  fixty  years  of  age,  then  his  birth  muil  be 
placed  in  1556.  1  fufpefl  that  both  he  and  Burbadge 
were  Shakfpeare's  countrymen »  and  that  Heminge  was 
bom  at  Shottery,  a  village  in  Warwickfliire  at  a  very 
fmall  diftance  from  Stratford-upon-Avon  ;  where  Shak« 
ipeare  found  his  wife.  I  find  two  families  of  this  name 
fettled  in  that  town  early  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. Elizabeth  >  the  daughter  of  John  Heming  of  Shot- 
tery, was  baptized  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  March  12* 
I  c67«  This  John  might  have  been  the  father  of  the 
aaor,  though  I  have  found  no  entry  relative  to  his  bap- 
tifm:  for  he  was  probably  born  before  the  year  1558, 
when  the  Regifter  commenced.  In  the  village  of  bhot- 
tcry  alio  lived  Richard  Hemyng^  who  had  a  fon  chriflened 
by  the  name  of  John,  March  7,  1^70.  Of  the  Bur- 
badge  family  the  only  notice  I  have  found,  is,  an  entry 
in  the  regifter  of  the  parifh  of  Stratford,  Oftober  12, 
1 565,  on  which  day  Philip  Green  was  married  in  that 
town  to  Urfula  Burbadge^  who  might  have  been  fitter 
to  James  Burbadge,  the  father  of  the  adlor,  whofe  mar- 
xiage  I  fuppofe  to  have  taken  place  about  that  time.  If 
this  conjedure  be  well  founded,  our  poet,  we  fee,  had 
an  eafy  introdud^ion  to  the  theatre. 

John  Heminge  appears  to  have  married  in  or  before  the 
year,  1589,  his  eldeft  daughter,  Alice,  having  been  bap. 
tizedOAober  6, 1 590.  fiefide  this  child,  he  had  four  fons  ; 

John*  born  in  1 598,  who  died  an  infant ;  a  fecond  John^ 
aptized  Augufl  7,  1599;  William,  baptized  Odober 
3,  1602,  and  George,  baptized  February  11,  1603-4; 
and  eight  daughters;  Judith,  Thomafine,  Joan,  Re- 
becca, Beatrice,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  (who  died  in  161 1,) 
and  Margaret.  Of  his  daughters  four  only  appear  to 
hare  been  married ;  Alice  to  John  Atkins  In  January 
1612-13;  Rebecca  to  Captain  William  Smith;  Mar- 
garet to  Mr.  Thomas  Sheppard,  and  another  to  a  perfon 
of  the  name  of  Merefield.  The  eldeft  fbn,  John,  pro- 
bably died  in  his  father's  life-time,  as  by  his  laft  will 
he  conftituted  his  fon  William  his  executor. 

William, 
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William,  whofe  birth  Wood  has  erroneoufly  placed  in 
1605,  was  a  ftudent  of  Chrift-church,  Oxford,  where  he 
took  the  degree  of  a  Mafter  of  Arts  in  1 62  8.  Soon  after 
kis  father's  death  he  commenced  a  dramatick  poet, 
having  produced  in  March  1632-3  a  comedy  entitled 
^be  Courfinge  of  a  Hare,  or  the  Madcafp  *,  wUdi  was 
performed  at  the  Fortune  theatre,  but  is  now  loft.  He 
was  likewife  author  of  two  other  plays  which  are  extant ; 
The  Fatal  Contract  publiflied  in  1655,  and  The  Jiws 
Tragedy  t    1662. 

From  an  entry  in  the  Councii-bo<^s  at  Whitehall,  I 
find  that  John  Heminge  was  one  of  the  principal  pro- 
prietors of  the  Globe  playhoufe,  before  the  deatk  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  Heis  joined  with  Shakfpeare,  Bar« 
badge,  &c.  in  the  licence  granted  by  King  James  im- 
mediately after  his  accefllon  to  the  throne  in  1603  ; 
and  all  the  payments  made  by  the  Treafurer  of  the 
Chamber  in  i6n,  on  account  of  plays  performed  at 
court,  are  •'  to  John  Heminge  and  the  reft  of  his  fellows.*' 
Soalfo  in  feveral  fubfequent  years,  in  that  and  the  follow- 
ing  reign,  in  1623,  in  conjun^on  with  Condell,  he  pub- 
iiihed  the  firft  complete  edition  of  our  author's  plays  ; 
ibon  after  which  it  has  been  fuppofed  that  he  withdmv 
from  the  theatre  ;  but  this  is  a  miftake.  He  certainlf 
then  ceafed  to  a^*,  but  he  continued  chief  diredor  of 
the  king's  company  of  comedies  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  died  at  his  houie  in  Aldermanbury ,  where  he  had  long 
lived,  on  the  loth  of  Odober  1630,  in,  as  I  conjc&ure, 
the  74th  or  75th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  on  the 

*  Mr.  Herbert. 

•  Thjit  he  and  Condell  h«d  ceafed  to  ad  in  the  year  16x3,  it  afcef- 
tained  by  a  pa0'age  in  their  Addreijs  «  to  the  great  vartetie  of  readers,** 
prefixed  to  oor  poet's  plays.  *<  Reade  him  thexefore,  and  againe,  and 
agaioe  :  and  if  then  you  do  not  like  him,  furely  yov  are  in  fom^e  ma- 
siifeft  danger  not  to  underftand  him.  And  fo  we  leave  you  to  ^her  of 
bit/ritndsy  whom  if  you  need,  can  be  your  guides.'*  i.  e.  their  fd- 
low-comedians,  who  ftiU  condsued  on  the  flage,  and,  by  repreieotiog 
•nr  author's  plays,  coold  elucidate  them,  and  that  fcfve  at  guides  to 
the  pjblick. 

izth> 
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1 2tb,  as  appears  by  the  Regifter  of  St.  Mary's  Alderman- 
bury>  in  which  he  is  ftyled,  *'  John  Heminge«  player.** 
1  fufpe^i  he  died  of  the  plague »  which  had  raged  io 
violently  that  year,  that  the  playhoufes  were  (hut  up  in 
April*  and  not  permitted  to  be  opened  till  the  1 2tn  of 
November,  at  which  time  the  weekly  bill  of  thofe  who 
died  in  London  of  that  diftemper,  was  diminifhed  to 
twenty-nine  \  His  fon  William,  into  whofe  hands  his 
papers  mud  have  fallen,  furvived  him  little  more  than 
twenty  years,  having  died  (bme  time  before  the  year 
16c  3  :  and  where  thofe  books  of  account  of  which  his 
fatner  fpeaks,  now  are,  cannot  be  afcertained.  One 
cannot  but  entertain  a  wi(h  that  at  fome  future  period 
they  may  be  difcovered,  as  they  undoubtedly  would 
throw  ibme  light  on  our  ancient  ftage-hiilory.  The  day 
before  his  death*  John  Heminee  made  his  will,  of 
which  I  fubjoin  a  copy,  extraded  frem  the  Regiftry  of 
the  Prerogative  Court*  In  this  inftrument  he  f^lcs 
himfelf  a  grocer ^  but  how  he  obtained  his  freedom  of 
the  grocers'  company,  does  not  appear. 


I 


N  the  name  of  God«  Amen,  the  9th  day  of  OQd» 
ber,  1630,  and  in  the  kxth  year  of  the  reign  of 
cur  fovereien  Lord,  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  Gcrd  king 
of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of 
the  faith,  ice.  I  John  Heminge,  citizen  and  grocer 
of  London,  being  A  perfedi  mind  and  memory,  uiaaks 
be  therefore  given  unto  Almighty  God,  yet  well  know- 
ing and  coniiaering  the  frailty  and  incertainty  of  man's 
liK,  do  therefore  make,  ordain,  and  declare  this  my 
laft  will  and  teftament  in  manner  and  form  following. 

Firjt,  and  principally,  I  give  and  bequeath  my  fool  into 
the  hands  of  Almighty  God,  my  Maker  and  Creator, 
boping  and  aifuredly  believing  through  the  only  merits, 
death  and  paffion,  of  Jefus  Chrifl  my  faviour  and  redeem- 
er, to  obtain  remiilion  and  pardon  of  all  my  fins,  and  to 
enjoy  eternal  happinefs  in  tiie  kingdom  of  heaven ;  and 

*  Mf.  Herbert. 

^  that 
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my  body  I  commit  to  the  earth,  to  be  boned  in  chriffiJut 
maoner,  in  the  parifh  charch  of  Mary  Aldermanbnry  in 
London,  as  near  unto  my  loving  wife  Rebecca  Heminge, 
who  lieth  there  interred,  and  under  the  fame  ftone 
which  lieth  in  part  over  her  there,  if  the  fame  conveni- 
ently may  be :  wherein  I  do  defire  my  executor  herein 
after  named  carefully  to  fee  my  will  performed,  and 
that  my  fbneral  may  be  in  decent  and  comely  manner 
performed  in  the  evening,  without  any  vain  pomp  or 
coft  therein  to  be  befiowed. 

Item,  My  will  is,   that  all  foch  debts  as  I  (hall 
happen   to  owe  at  the   time  of  my  deceafe  to  any 
pcrion  or  pcrfons,    (being  truly    and    properly  mine 
own  debts,)  fliall  be  well  and  truly  fatisfied  and  paid 
as  foon   after  my  deceafe  as  the  fame  conveniently 
may  be ;    and   to  that    intent  and   purpofe   my   will 
and  mind   is,  and  I  do  hereby  limit  and  appoint,  that 
ail  my  leafes,    goods,  chatties,    plate,  and  houfehold 
fiuffe  whatfoever,  which  I  leave  or  fhall  be  poiTeffedof 
at  the  time  of  my  deceafe,  (hall  immediately  after  my 
deceafe  be  fold  to  the  moil  and  bed  benefit  and  advan- 
tage that  the  fame  or  any  of  them  may  or  can,  and  th^t 
the  monies  thereby  raifed  (hall  go  and  be  employed  to- 
wards the  payment  and  difcharge  of  my  faid  debts,  as 
ibon  as  the  fame  may  be  converted  into  monies  and  be 
received,  without  fraud  or  covin ;  and  that  if  the  fame 
leafes,  goods,  and  chattels,  (hall  not  raife  fo  much  mo- 
ney as  mall  be  fufiicient  to  pay  my  debts,  then  my  will 
and  mind  is,  and  1  do  hereby  will  and  appoint,  that  the 
moiety  or  one  half  of  the  yearly  benefit  and  profit  of 
the  fevcral  parts  which  I  have  by  Icafe  in  the  feveral 
play-houfes  of  the  Globe  and  Black-fryers,  for  and  du- 
ring fuch  time  and  term  as  I  have  therein,  be  from  time 
to  time  received  and  taken  up  by  my  executor  herein  after 
named,  and  by  him  from  time  to  time  faithfully  employ- 
ed towards  the  payment  of  fuch  of  my  faid  own  proper 
debts  which  (hall  remain  unfatisfied,  and  that  propor- 
tionably  to  every  perfon  and  perfons  to  whom  I  (hall  then 
remain  indebted,  until  by  the  faid  moietv  or  one  half  of 

the 
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l)ie  faid  yearly  benefit  and  profit  of  the  faid  parts  they 
ihall  be  fatisfied  and  paid  without  fraud  or  covin.     And 
if  the  faid  moiety  or  one  half  of  the  faid  yearly  benefit 
of  my  faid  parts  in  the  faid  play-houfes  (hall  not  in  fomc 
convenient  time  raife  fufficient  moneys  to  pay  my  faid 
own  debts,  then  my  will  and  mind  is,  and  I  do  hereby 
limit  and  appoint,  that  the  other  moiety  or  half  part  of 
the  benefit  and  profit  of  my  faid  parts  m  the  faid  pl^y- 
houfes  be  alfo  received  and  taken  up  by  my  faid  •J^^cutor 
herein  after  named,  and  faithfully  from  time  to  time  em- 
ployed and  paid  towards  the  fpeedier  fatisfadlion  and 
pavment  of  mv  faid  debts.     And  then,  after  my  faid 
debts  fhall  be  io  fatisfied  and  paid,  then  I  limit  and  ap- 
point the  faid  benefit  and  profit  arifing  by  my  faid  parts 
in  the  faid  play-houfes,  and  the  employment  of  the  (ame» 
to  be  received  and  employed  towards  the  payment  of  the 
legacies  by  me  herein  after  given  and  bequeathed,  and 
to  the  raiung  of  portions  for  uich  of  my  faid  children  as  . 
at  the  time  of  my  deceafe  fhall  have  received  from  me 
no  advancement.     And  I  do  hereby  defire  my  executor 
herein  after  named  to  fee   this  my  will  and  meaning 
herein  to  be  well  and  truly  performed,  according  to  the 
tmft  and  confidence  by  me  in  him  repofed. 

Item,  I  give,  devife,  and  bequeath,  unto  my  dau^h« 
ter  Rebecca  Smith,  now  wife  of  Captain  William  Smith, 
my  befl  fuit  of  linen,  wrought  with  catwork,  which 
was  her  mother's  ;  and  to  my  fon  Smith,  her  hufband> 
his  wife's  pidure,  fet  up  in  a  frame  in  my  houfe. 

Jtem,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Mar- 
garet Sheppard,  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Sheppard,  my 
red  cufhions  embroidered  with  bugle,  which  were  her 
mother's  ;  and  to  my  faid  fon  Sheppard,  his  wife's  pic- 
ture, which  is  alfo  fet  up  in  a  frame  in  my  houfe. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Eliza- 
beth, my  green  cu(hions  which  were  her  mother's. 

Item,  I  eive  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Mere- 
field  my  cTothe-of-filver  flriped  cuDuons ,  which  were 
her  motncr's. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  fo  many  of  my 
daughter  Merefield's,    and  my   daughter  Sheppard's 

Vol.  I,  Part  II.  'O  children. 
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children  as  ihall  be  living  at  the  time  of  my  deceafey 
fifty  ihillings  apiece. 

JteMt  I  ^ve  and  bequeath  unto  my  grandchild, 
Richard  Atkins*  the  fum  of  five  poonds  of  lawfiil  money 
of  England,  to  boy  him  books. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  nnto  my  fon-in-Iaw  John. 
Atkins,  and  his  now  wife,  if  they  (hall  be  living  with 
me  at  the  time  of  my  deceafe,  forty  ihiilings,  ^to  make 
them  two  rings  in  remembrance  of  me. 

Ittm,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  every  of  my  fellows 
and  iharers,  his  majefties  fervants,  which  ihall  be  living 
at  the  time  of  my  deceafe,  the  fom  of  ten  fliillings 
apiece,  to  make  them  rings  for  remembrance  of  me. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  John  Rice,  Clerk,  of 
St.  Saviour's  in  Southwark,  (if  he  (hall  be  living  at  the 
time  of  my  deceafe,)  the  fum  of  twenty  ihillings  of  lawful 
Enfflifh  money,  for  a  remembrance  of  my  love  unto  him. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  poor  of  the  pariih 
of  Saint  Mary,  Aldermanbury,  where  I  long  lived,  and 
whither  I  have  beaueathed  my  body  for  burial,  the  fum 
of  fortv  (hillings  ot  lawful  £ngli(h  money,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  fame  pariih  where 
mod  need  (hall  be. 

Itemt  My  will  and  mind  is,  and  I  do  hereby  limit 
and  appoint,  that  the  feveral  legacies  and  fums  of 
money  bv  me  herein  before  bequeathed  to  be  paid  in 
money,  be  raifed  and  taken  out  of  the  yearly  profit  and 
benefit  which  (hall  arife  or  be  made  bv  my  feveral  parta 
and  (hares  in  the  feveral  f)layhoures  called  the  Globe  and 
Blackfriers,  after  my  faid  debts  (hall  be  paid,  with  as 
much  fpeed  as  the  fame  conveniently  may  be ;  and  I  do 
hereby  will,  require,  and  charge  my  executor  herein 
after  named  efpecially  to  take  care  that  my  debts,  firft, 
and  then  thofe  legacies,  be  well  and  truly  paid  and  dif* 
charged,  as  foon  as  the  fame  may  be  fo  raifed  by  the  fale 
of  my  goods  and  by  the  yearly  profits  of  my  parts  and 
(hares ;  and  that  my  eflate  may  be  fo  ordered  to  the  bell 

Srofit  and  advantage  for  the  better  payment  of  my 
ebts  and  difcharge  of  my  legacies  before  mentioned 
with  as  much  fpeed  as  the  fame  conveniently  may  be, 

according 
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according  as  I  have  herein  before  in  this  will  diredled 
and  appointed]  the  fame  to  be,  without  any  leiTening^ 
diminifliingy  or  undervaluing  thereof,  contrary  to  my 
true  intent  and  meaning  herein  declared.  And  for  the 
better  performance  thereof,  my  will,  mind,*and  deiire  it» 
that  my  faid  parts  in  the  faid  play-honfes  (hould  be  em- 
ployed in  playing)  the  better  to  raife  profit  thereby^  as 
ibrmerly  the  fame  have  been,  and  have  yielded  good 
yearly  profit,  as  by  my  books  will  in  that  behalf  appear. 
And  my  will  and  mind  is,  and  I  do  herebv  ordain^  limit, 
and  appoint,  that  after  my  debts,  funerals,  and  legacies 
Ihall  be  paid  and  fatisfied  out  of  my  eftate,  that  then  the 
refidue  and  remainder  of  my  goods,  chattels,  and  credits 
whatfoever  (hall  be  equally  parted  and  divided  to  and 
amongil  fuch  of  ray  children  as  at  the  time  of  my  deceafe 
ihall  be  unmaried  or  unadvanced,  and  ihall  not  have  re- 
ceived from  me  any  portion  in  mariage  or  otherwifc, 
further  than  only  for  their  education  and  breeding,  part 
and  part  like  ;  and  I  do  hereby  ordain  and  make  my  ion 
William  Heminge  to  be  the  executor  of  this  my  laft  will 
and  teftament,  requiring  him  to  fee  the  fame  performed 
in  and  by  all  things,  according  to  my  true  meaning  here- 
in declared.  And  I  do  delire  and  appoint  my  loving 
friends  Mr.  Burbaee  *  and  Mr.  Rice  to  be  the  overfeers 
of  this  my  lad  will  and  teftament,  praying  them  to  be, 
aiding  and  aflifting  to  my  faid  executor  with  their  befl  > 
•advice  and  council  in  the  execution  thereof:  and  I  do 
iiereby  utterly  revoke  all  former  wills  by  me  heretofore 
made,  and  do  pronounce,  publifh,  and  declare  this  to 
^e  my  lail  will  and  teflament.  In  witnefs  whereof  I 
j^ve  hereunto  put  my  hand  and  feal  the  day  and  year 
^rfk  above  written. 

■Probatum  fuit  teftamentum  /uprafcriptum  apud  London 
coram  setter  abili  *viro,  magtfiro  Willielmo  J  anus  ^ 
legum  doSorCy  Surrogato,  undecimo  die  nunfis 
Odobris,  Anno  Domini ^  16309  juramento  IFilliilmi 
Heminge  filii  naturali*  et  legitime  diBi  defun&u  ^ 
ixecutorisy  cui,  i^c,   de  bene,  ^c»  Jurat* 

*  Cttthbrrc  Burbadge,  brother  to  the  t^lor* 

O  2  AUGUS. 
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Tills  performer  is  likewife  named  in  the  licence  grant- 
•td  hj  king  James  in  1603.  It  appears  firom  Heywood's 
Apoleiy  for  Aaors^  printed  in  161 2»  that  he  was  then 
dead,  in  an  extraordinary  exhibition »  entitled  The 
Si'utn  Deadly  Sins,  written  by  Tarleton,  of  which  the 
Mf.  plot  or  icheme  is  in  my  pofleffion,  he  reprefented 
^ardanapalus.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  wnat  parts 
he  performed  in  oar  author's  plays;  bat  believe  that  he 
was  in  the  fame  dafs  as  Kempe,  and  Armine ;  for  he 
appears,  like  the  former  of  thefe  players,  to  hare  pab- 
limed  a  ladicroas  metrical  piece,  which  was  entered  on 
the  Stationers'  books  in  iC9S«  Philips's  prodadion  was 
entitled  The  Jlgg  of  the  Suppers. 

WILLIAM    KEMPE 

Was  the  fucccffor  of  Tarlcton.  •'  Here  I  muft  needs  re- 
member Tarleton,  (fays  Hey  wood,  in  his  Apology  for 
Aaori^  in  his  time  gracious  with  the  queen  his  fove- 
raigne,  and  in  the  people's  general  applaufe ;  whom 
fucceeded  Will.  Kemfj  as  well  in  the  favour  of  her  ma* 
jeflie,  as  in  the  opinion  and  good  thoughts  of  the  gene- 
ral audience."  From  the  ouarto  editions  of  fomt  of  our 
author's  plays,  we  learn  that  he  was  the  original  per- 
former of  Dogberry  in  Much  Ado  about  Nothing,  and  of 
Peter  in  Romeo  and  Juliet.  From  an  old  comedy  called 
The  Returne  from  Parnajfus,  we  may  collefb,  that  he  was 
the  original  Juflice  Shallow;  and  the  contemporary 
writers  inform  us  that  he  ufually  a6led  the  part  of  a 
Clown  ;  in  which  charafber,  like  Tarleton,  he  was  cele- 
brated for  his  ex  temporal  wit  ♦.  Launcelot  in  the  Mer- 
chant^ Venice,  Touchftone  in  As  you  like  it,  Launce  in 
The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona,  and  the  Grave-digger 
in  Hamlet,    were   probably   alfo    performed    by    this 

^  Seep.ii2>  Q.  I* 

comedian* 
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ccmedian.     He  was  an  author  as  well  as  an  aftor'. 

60  early  as  in  the  year  158^  Kempe's  comick  talents 
appear  to  have  been  highly  eftimated,  for  an  old  pam- 
phJet  called  An  Almond  for  a  Parrot,  written,  I  think, 
by  Thomas  Nafhe,  and  publifhed  aboat  that  time,  is 
dedicated  **  to  that  mod  comicall  and  conceited  Cava- 
leire  Monfieur  du  Kempe,  Jeftmonger,  and  vice-gerent 
generall  to  the  Ghoft  of  Dicke  Tarleton,** 

From  a  pafTage  in  one  of  Decker's  trafb  it  may  be 
prefumed  that  this  comedian  was  dead  in  the  yew 
1609^. 

In  Braithwaite's  Remains ^  1618,  he  is  thus  com- 
memorated : 

'  See  7bt  Returm  from  F^rmkjfut,  t  comedy,  1606  1  <'  Indeed^ 
Af.  Kempt f  you  are  very  famous,  but  that  is  as  well  for  wrket  inprhi 
as  jrour  part  in  cue.*'  Kempe*s  Airw  Jlgg^ftbe  Kiicben-ftufflromim 
was  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Stationers*  company  in  1595  ;  tndia 
the  fame  year  was  licenfed  to  Thomas  GofTon,  «*  Kempes  Nao  Jlggo 
betwixt  a  fouldier  and  a  mifer  and  Sym  the  clown.** 

Sept.  7,  1 593,  was  entered  on  the  Stationers*  Books*  by  R«  Joact, 
*^  A  comedle  entitled  j4  knack  benv  to  knovj  a  knavi,  newly  fet  forth, 
as  it  hath  been  fundrye  times  plaied  by  Ned  Allen  and  his  compiDy* 
with  Kemptt  applauded  merryment  of  tie  Men  0/  Gotbam,*^ 

In  the  Bodleian  Library,  among  the  books  given  to  it  by  Robert 
Burton,  is  the  following  tradi,  bound  up  with  a  few  others  of  the 
fame  fiae,  in  a  quarto  volume  marked  L,  62d.  art. 

*'  Kemps  nine  dales  wonder  performed  in  a  daonce  from  Loodoa  t» 
**  Norwich.  Containing  the  pleafure,  paines  and  kind  eotertainment 
"  of  William  Kemp  between  London  and  that  city,  in  his  late  mor« 
**  rice.  Whe^in  is  fomewhat  fet  downe  worth  note  ;  to  reprooue  the 
**  (launders  fpred  of  him  :  many  things  merry,  nothing  hurtfiiU. 
«<  Written  by  himfelfe,  to  fatis  e  his  friends.**  (Lond.  £.  A.  for 
Nicholas  Ling.  1600.  b.  1.— With  a  wooden  cut  of  Kempe  as  a  morris^ 
dancer,  preceded  by  a  fellow  with  a  pipe  and  drum,  whom  he  (in  the 
book)  calls  Thomas  Slye,  his  taberer.)  It  is  dedicated  to  *'  The  inie 
**  ennobled  lady,  and  his  moft  bountifull  miftris,  miftris  Anm 
*'  Fitton,  mayde  of  honour  to  the  moft  facred  mayde  royaUl  queeoe 
«'  Elizabeth/* 

^  «  Tufli,  tuHi,  Tarleton,  Kempe,  nor  Singer,  nor  all  the  Ifttcr 
of  fooles  that  new  come  drawling  behind  them,  never  played  the 
fiownes  part  more  naturally  than  the  arranteft  fot  of  you  all.'* 

Cult  ffordibtpke,  1609. 

O  3  VroK 
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"  Upon  Kemps  and  H19  Moricb^  with  his. 
Epitaph.. 

'^  Welcome  from  Norwicb,  Kemj>e :  all  jo/  to  fee 

*'  Thy  iafe  return  morifcoed  lufbly. 

**  But  out  alas  I  how  foone's  thy  morice  done> 

*'  When  pipe  and  ubor,  all  thy  friends  be  gone  ; 

^*  And  leave  thee  now  to  dance  the  iecond  part  . 

^*  With  feeble  nature*  not  with  nimble  art! 

**  Then  all  thy  triumphs  fraught  with  ftrains  of  mirth». 

**  Shall  be  cag'd  up  within  a  cheft  of  earth : 

^' Shall  be?  they  are;   thou  haft  danc'd  thee  out  oC 

breath ; 
V  And  now  muft  make  thy  parting  dance  with  death." 

THOMAS    POPE. 

This  adbr  likewife  performed  the  part  of  a  Clown  ^. 
He  died  before  the  year  i6oo^« 

GEORGE    BRYAN. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  gather  any  intelligence  con- 
cerning this  performer,  except  that  in  the  exhibition  of 
Thf  Srvim  Deadly  Sins  he  reprefented  the  earl  of  War- 
Wick.  He  was>  I  believe^  on  the  ftage  before  the  year 
1588, 

HENRY    CUNDALL 

la  (aid  by  Roberts  the  player  to  have  been  a  comedian^ 
but  he  does  not  mention  any  other  authority  for  this 
-mflertion  but  ftage-tradition*    In  Webfter's  Dutcbe/s  of 

.    7      f*  ^a*-  what  meanes  Singer  then^ 

««  And  Po/>«,  the  c/otvne,  to  fpeak  fo  bori A,  when 
««  They  counterfalte  the  clownesupon  the  ftage  f" 

Humoun  Ordinarie^  %vberi  a  man  may  bt  vtrie  merii  and 
exceediwg  %oeUyJedfor  bitjixftnctm    (No  date.) 
•  Hey  wood's  jipologyfor  AB^rt* 

Ualff 
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Malfy  he  originally  adked  the  part  of  the  Cardinal ;  and 
as,  when  that  play  was  printed  in  1625,  anothei:  per- 
former had  facceeded  him  m  that  part,  he  had  certainly 
before  that  time  retired  from  the  flage.  He  flill,  how- 
ever,  continued  to  have  an  intereft  in  the  theatre,  being 
mentioned  with  the  other  players  to  whom  a  licenct 
was  granted  by  King  Charles  the  FirH  in  1625.  He 
had  probably  a  coniiderable  portion  of  the  Jhares  or 
property  of  the  Globe  and  filackfriars  theatres.  This 
a^r  as  well  asHeminge  lived  in  Aldermanbury,  in  which 
parifh  he  ferved  the  office  of  SUeman  in  the  year  1606^ 
J  have  not  been  able  to  afcertain  his  age ;  but  he  ap« 
pears  to  have  married  about  the  year  1598,  and  had 
eight  children,  the  eldeft  of  whom  was  born  in  Feb. 
1 598-99,  and  died  an  infant*  Three  only  of  his  chiU 
dren  appear  to  have  furvived  him ;  Henry,  born  ia 
1600;  Elizabeth  in  1606;  and  William,  baptize^ 
May  26,  161 1.  Before  his  death  he  refided  for  fome 
time  at  Fulham,  but  he  died  in  London,  and  was  buried 
in  his  parifh  church  in  Aldermanbnry,  Dec.  29,  1627. 
On  the  13  th  of  that  month  he  made  his  will,  of  which 
I  fubjoin  a  copy,  extraded  from  the  regiftry  of  theTre* 
rogative  Court. 

**  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  I  Henry  Cundall  of 
London,  gentleman,  being  fick  in  body,  but  of  perfeft 
mind  and  memory,  laud  and  praiie  be  therefore  given 
to  Almighty  God,  calling  to  my  remembrance  that 
there  is  nothing  in  this  world  more  fure  and  certain  tp 
mankind  than  death,  and  nothing  more  uncertain  than 
the  hour  thereof,  do  therefore  make  and  declare  this  my 
lad  will  and  teftament  in  manner  and  -form  following  % 
that  is  to  fay,  Arft  I  commend  my  foul  into  the  hands  of 
Almighty  God,  trailing  and  aiFuredly  b^Ueving  tha^ 
only  by  the  merits  of  the  precious  death  and  pamon  of 
my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jeius  Chrift  I  ihaU  obuin  fuH 
and  free  pardon  and  remiilion  of  all  my  fins,  and  fhall  en- 
joy everlailing  life  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  amongft 
the  eleft  children  of  God.  My  body  I  commit  to  the 
O  4  earth 
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earthy  to  be  decently  buried  in  the  night-time  in  fach 
pariih  where  it  (hall  pleafe  God  to  call  me.  My  worldly 
labllance  I  difpofe  of  as  fblloweth.  And  firft  concerning 
all  and  lingular  my  freehold  mefluages,  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  with  their  and 
every  of  their  appurtenances,  whereof  I  am  and  ftand 
feized  of  any  manner  of  efbte  of  inheritance,  I  give^ 
devife  and  bequeath  the  fame  as  fblloweth. 

Imprimis,  I  give,  devife  and  bequeath  all  and  iingn* 
lar  my  freehold  mefluages,  lands,  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever,  with  their  and  ev^ty  of  their 
appurtenances,  fituate,  lying  and  being  in  Helmett- 
court  in  the  Strand,  and  eliewhere,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  unto  Elizabeth  my  well  beloved  wife,  for 
and  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life ;  and  from  and 
immediately  after  her  deceafe,  unto  my  fon  Henry 
Cnndall,  and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  to  be 
begotten,  and  for  want  of  fuch  liTue  unto  my  fon  William 
Cundall,  and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  to  be 
begotten  ;  and  for  default  of  fuch  ifTue  unto  my  daugh- 
ter Elizabeth  Finch,  and  to  her  heirs  and  affigns  for  ever. 

Item,  I  give,  devife  and  bequeath  all  and  Angu- 
lar my  freehold  mefTuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  hc- 
ireditaments,  whatfoever,  with  their  and  every  of  their 
appurtenances,  iituate,  lying  and  being  in  the  parilh 
of  St.  Bride,  alias  Bridgett,  near  Fleet-dreet,  Lon- 
don, and  elfewhere  in  the  City  of  London,  and  the 
faburbes  thereof,  unto  my  well  beloved  wife  Elizabeth 
Cundall  and  to  her  affigns,  until  my  faid  fon  William 
Cundall  his  term  of  apprenticehood  (hall  be  fully  ex- 
pired by  effluxion  of  time;  and  from  and  immediately 
lifier  the  faid  term  of  apprenticehood  (hall  be  fo  fully 
expired,  I  give,  devife  and  |^queath  the  fame  meifuages 
and  premiles  iituate  in  the  city  of  London,  and  the 
fnburbes  thereof,  unto  my  faid  ion  William  Cundall  and 
to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  to  be  begotten,  aud  for 
defeult  of  fuch  iifue,  unto  my  faid  fon  Henry  Cundall, 
and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  to  be  begotten,  and 
ihr  default  of  iuch  iifue  unto  my  faid  daughter  Elizabeth 

Finch, 
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Fincli,  and  to  her  heirs  and  afiigns  for  ever.  And  at 
concerning  all  and  fingular  my  goods,  chattels,  plate» 
hoafehold  flufF,  ready  money,  debts  and  perfonal  eftate^ 
whatfoever  and  wherefoever,  I  give>  devife,  and  be* 
queath  the  fame  as  fblloweth :  viz. 

Imprimis,  Whereas  I  lam  executor  of  the  laft  wiU 
and  teflament  of  John  Underwood,  deceafed,  and  hj 
force  of  the  fame  executorOiip  became  pofTefled  of  io 
much  of  the  perfonal  eflate  of  the  faid  John  Under- 
wood, which  is  exprefled  in  an  inventory  thereof^ 
made  and  by  me  exhibited  in  dae  form  of  law  into 
the  eccledaflical  court*  And  whereas  alfo  in  dif- 
charge  of  my  faid  executorfhip  I  have  from  time  to 
time  diA)urfed  divers  fums  of  money  in  the  educatibii 
and  bringing  up  of  the  children  of  the  faid  John  Under* 
wood  deceafed  as  by  my  accompts  kept  in  that  behalf 
appeareth.  Now  in  difcharge  of  my  confcience,  and 
in  full  performance  of  the  trufl  repofed  in  me  by  the 
faid  John  Underwood,  I  do  charge  my  executrix  niith* 
fully  to  pay  to  the  furviving  children  of  the  faid  Joha 
Underwood  all  and  whatfoever  (hall  be  found  and  appear 
by  my  accompts  to  belong  unco  them>  and  to  deliver  unto 
them  all  fuch  rings  as  was  their  late  father's,  and  whick 
are  by  me  kept  by  themfelves  apart  in  a  little  cafket* 

Item^  I  do  make,  name,  ordain  and  appoint  my  faid 
well  beloved  wife,  Elizabeth  Cundall,  the  full  and  fole 
executrix  of  this  my  lad  will  and  teflament,  requiring  and 
charging  her,  as  fhe  will  anfwer  the  contrary  before  Al* 
mighty  God  at  the  dreadfull  day  of  judgment,  that  (he 
will  truely  and  faithfully  perform  the  fame,  in  and  by 
all  things  according  to  my  true  intent  and  meaning ; 
and  I  do  earnefUy  defire  my  very  loving  friends,  Jonn 
Heminge,  gentleman,  Cuthbert  Burbage,  gentlemao^ 
my  fon- in-law  Herbert  Finch,  and  Peter  Saunder(bn» 
grqper,  to  be  my  overfeers,  and  to  be  aiding  and  aflifting 
unto  my  faid  executrix  in  the  due  execution  and  per- 
formance of  this  my  laft  will  and  teftament.  And  J  eive 
and  bequeath  to  every  of  my  faid  four  feveral  overfeers 
the  fum  of  five  pounds  apiece  to  buy  each  of  them  a  piece 
of  plate. 

It$m, 
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Itemt  I  give,  devife,  and  bequeath,  unto  my  faid  toft 
William  Cundall,  all  the  clear  yearly  rents  and  piofito 
wliich  (h^ll  arife  and  come  from  the  time  of  my  de* 
ceaft;,  of  and  by  my  leafes  and  terms  of  years,  of  all  my 
snefluages,  houfes,  and  places,  iituate  in  the  Blackfrien^ 
London,  and  at  the  Bank-fide  in  the  county  of  Sorry, 
vntil  fuch  time  as  that  the  full  fum  of  three  hundred 
pounds  by  thofe  rents  and  profits  may  be  raifed  for  a 
Sock  for  my  faid  fon  William*,  if  he  fhall  fi>  long 
live. 

Itemt  for  as  much  as  I  have  by  this  my  will  dealt  veiv 
bountifully  with  my  well  beloved  wife  Elizabeth  Cundall* 
confidering  my  eilate,  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
ion  Henry  Cundall  for  his  maintenance,  either  at  tho 
nniverfity  or  elfewhere,  one  annuity  or  yearly  fum  of 
thirty  pounds  of  lawful  money  of  England,  to  be  paid 
VDtp  my  faid  fon  Henry  Cunaall,  or  his  afligns,  during 
all  the  term  of  the  natural  life  of  the  faid  Elizabeth  my 
wife,  if  my  faid  fon  Henry  Cundall  fhall  fo  long  live,  at 
the  four  mofl  ufual  feaft-days  or  terms  in  the  year,  that  is 
to  fay,  at  the  feafls  of  the  birth  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift« 
the  Annunciation  of  the  blefTed  Virgin  Mary,  the 
Nativity  of  Saint  John  Baptiit,  and  St,  Michael  tho 
Archangel;  or  within  the  fpace  of  twenty  and  eight 
days  next  enfuing  after  every  of  the  f^me  feafl-days, 
by  ^yen  and  equal  portions :  the  firfl  payment  thereof  to 
beg^n  and  to  be  made  at  fuch  of  the  faid  feaft-days  as 
fhall  firft  and  next  happen  after  the  day  of  my  deceafe, 
or  within  the  fpace  of  twenty  and  eight  days  next  enfuing 
after  the  fame  feafl-day, 

Jtem^  [  give  and  bequeath  unto  widow  Martin  and 
widow  Gimber,  to  each  of  them  refpedively,  for  and 
during  all  the  terms  of  their  natural  lives  feverallvi^ 
if  my  leafes  and  terms  of 'years  of  and  in  my  houfes 
in  Aldermanbury  in  London  fhall  fo  long  contiyue 
unexpired,  one  annuity  or  yearly  fum  of  twenty  fniU 
lings  apiece,  of  lawful  money  of  England,  to  be  paid 
unto  them  feverally,  by  even  portions  quarterly,   at 

•  He  was  probably  bound  apprentice  to  Peter  Saunderfoo,  grocer. 

4  the 
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tho  fisaft-days  above  mentioned,  or  within  the  fpace  of 
twenty  and  eight  days  next  eniuing  after  every  of  tha 
fame  feafl-days  ;  the  firft  payment  of  them  feverallv  to 
begin  and  to  be  made  at  fuch  of  the  faid  feaib  as  (hall 
firS  and  next  happen  after  my  deceafe  or  within  the 
^ace  of  twenty  and  eight  days  next  cnfuing  after  thf 
iame  feafl. 

Item,  I  give,  devife,  and  bequeath  unto  the  poor 
people  of  the  pariih  of  Folham  m  the  county  of  Mid« 
dlelex,  where  I  now  dwell,  the  fum  of  five  pounds,  to  bo 

faid  to  mailer  Dodor  Clewett,  and  mafter  £dmon4 
owell  of  Fulham,  gentleman,  and  by  them  to  be 
diflributed. 

Item^  I  give,  devife,  and  bequeath,  unto  my  faidi 
well  beloved  wife  Elizabeth  Cundall,  and  to  my  fai4 
well  beloved  daughter  Elizabeth  Finch,  all  my  houfe* 
hold  fhiff,  bedding,  linen,  brafs  and  pewter,  whatfiK 
ever,  remaining  and  being  as  well  at  my  houfe  in  Fulr 
ham  aforefaid,  as  alfo  in  my  houfe  in  Aldermanbury  ia 
London  ;  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  part  and 
part  alike.  And  for  the  more  equal  dealing  in  that  be* 
half,  1  will,  appoint,  and  requeft  mv  faid  overfeers,  or 
the  greater  number  of  them,  to  make  divifion  thereof^ 
and  then  my  wife  to  have  the  preferment  of  the  choice* 

Item,  I  ^ive  and  bequeath  unto  my  coufin  Frances 
Garney,  alias  Hulfe,  my  aunt's  daughter,  the  fum  of 
five  pounds,  and  I  give  unto  the  daughter  of  the  f&id 
Frances  the  like  fum  of  five  pounds. 

Itemt  I  give,  devife  and  bequeath  unto  fuch  and  fo 
many  of  the  daughters  of  my  coufin  Gilder,  late  of  New 
Buckenham  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  deceafed,  as  {hall 
be  living  at  the  time  of  my  deceafe,  the  fum  of  five 
pounds  apiece. 

//Mn,  1  give  and  bequeath' unto  my  old  fervant  Elisa- 
beth Wheaton  a  mourning  «>wn  and  forty  (hillings  in 
money,  and  that  place  or  pnviledge  which  (he  now  ex« 
ercifeth  and  enjoy eth  in  the  houfes  of  the  Blackfryers* 
London,  and  the  Globe  on  the  Bankfide,  for  and  during 
^1  the  term  of  her  natural  life,  if  my  eftate  ihall  fo  long 

continue 
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continue  in  the  premifes  ;  and  I  give  unto  the  danffhter 
of  the  faid  Elizaoeth  Wheaton  the  Aim  of  five  pounds,  to 
be  paid  unto  the  faid  Elizabeth  Wheaton,  for  the  ufe  of 
ker  faid  daughter,  within  the  fpace  of  one  year  next  af- 
ter my  deceafe.  And  I  do  hereby  will,  appoint  and  de- 
clare, that  an  acquittance  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the 
faid  Elizabeth  Wheaton,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  faid 
legacy  of  five  pounds,  for  the  ufe  of  her  fyid  daughter, 
Ihall  be,  and  (hall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  conftmed,  and 
taken  to  be,  both  in  law  and  in  equity,  unto  my  now  exe- 
cutrix a  fufficient  releafe  and  difcharge  for  and  concern- 
ing the  payment  of  the  fame. 

Item,  1  give,  devife,  and  bequeath,  all  the  reft  and  re* 
fidue  of  my  goods,  chattels,  leafes,  money,  debts,  and 
perfonal  eftate,  whaticever  and  wherefoever,  (after  my 
debts  (hall  be  paid  and  my  funeral  charges  and  all  other 
charges  about  the  execution  of  this  my  will  firft  paid 
and  difcharged)  unto  my  faid  well  beloved  wife,  Eliza- 
beth CundalK 

Item,  My  will  and  mind  is,  and  [  do  hereby  defire  and 
appoint,  that  all  fuch  legacies,  gifts  and  bequefls  as  I 
bave  by  this  my  will  given,  devifed  or  bequeathed  unto 
any  perfon  or  perfons,  for  payment  whereof  no  certain 
time  is  hereby  before  limited  or  appointed,  (hall  be  well 
and  truly  paid  by  my  executrix  within  the  fpace  of  one 
year  next  after  my  deceafe.  Finally,  I  do  hereby  re- 
voke, countermand,  and  make  void,  all  former  wills, 
teftaments,  codicils,  executors,  legacies,  and  bequeib, 
whatibever,  by  me  at  any  time  heretofore  named,  made, 
given,  or  appointed ;  willing  and  minding  that  thefe 
prtfents  only  fhall  (land  and  be  taken  for  my  laft  will 
and  teflament,  and  none  other*  In  witnefs  whereof  I 
the  faid  Henry  Cundall,  the  teftator,  to  this  my  prefent 
Hit  will  and  tefbiment,  being  written  on  nine  (beets  of 
paper,  with  my  name  fubfcribed  to  every  (heet,  have  fet 
my  feal,  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  third 
year  of  the  rei^n  of  our  fovereign  lord  Charles,  by  the 
grace  of  God  king  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and 
Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 

HENRY  CUNDALL. 
Signedj 
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Signed,  fealed,  pronounced  and  declared,  by  the  faid 
Henry  Cundall,  the  teftator,  as  his  lad  will  and  tefta- 
ment,  on  the  day  and  year  above  written,  in  the  prefenc^ 
of  418  whofe  names  are  here  under  written; 

Robert  Yongc. 

Hum.  Dyfon,  Notary  Publique. 
And  of  me  Ro.  Dickens,  fervant  unto  the 
faid  Notary. 

Frobatum  fuit  teflamentum  fuprafcriptum  apud  Lond. 
coram  magiftroRkbardQ  Zouche,  legum  doSortt  SuT" 
rogato^  24°  die  Fibruar'ti^  1627,  juramtnt9  Eli* 
%abitba  QundalU  rtliSa  diSi  defunUi  et  executtm 
€ui,  ^c.  di  bene,  Wf.  Jurat* 

WILLIAM    SLY 

was  joined  with  Shakfpeare,  &c«  in  the  licence  granted 
in  1603.— He  is  introauced,  perfonally,  in  the  indudion 
to  Marilon's  Malecontentt  1604,  and  from  his  there  ufing 
an  afFedled  phrafe  of  Ofrick's  in  Hamlet,  we  may  collefi 
that  he  performed  that  part.     He  died  before  the  year 

l6l2». 

RICHARD    COWLEY 

appears  to  have  been  an  a£lor  of  a  low  clafs,  having 
performed  the  part  of  Verges  in  Much  ado  about  Notbing. 
He  lived  in  the  parifh  of  Sc.  Leonard,  Shoredirch,  and 
had  two  fons  baptized  there;  Cuthbert,  born  in  I597» 
and  Richard  born  in  1 599.  I  know  not  when  this  aaor 
died. 

JOHN     LOWIN 

was  a  principal  performer  in  thefe  plays.  If  the  date 
on  his  pidlure '  in  the  Aihmolean  Mufeum  at  Oxford,  is 

9  Hfyytoo^*i  A^hgy  for  A^orsi 

■  This  date,  which  the  engraver  of  the  annexed  portrait  has  Inad- 
vertently omitted,  i8<-.<(  2640,  i£tac.  64/* 

accurate* 
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which  he  ihould  have  his  fee,  iince  they  may  be  fall  of 
offenfive  things  againfl  church  and  flate  ;  y«  rather  thic 
in  former  time  the  poetts  tooke  greater  liberty  than  19 
allowed  them  by  mee. 

*'  The  players  ought  not  to  fludy  their  parts  till  I 
kiTe  allowed  of  the  booke. 

*  To  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  K.*  mafter  of  his  Ma.**^ 
Revels/ 

*'  After  our  humble  fervife  ^  remembred  unto  your 
good  worfhip.  Whereas  not  long  fince  we  aded  a  play 
called  The  Spanijhe  Ficeroy,  not  being  licenfed  under 
your  worihips  hande,  i^or  allowd  of:  wee  doe  confefs 
and  herby  acknowledge  that  wee  have  offended,  and 
that  it  is  in  your  power  to  punifhe  this  offenfe,  and  are 
very  forry  for  it ;  and  doe  likewife  promife  herby  that 
wee  will  not  a6l  any  play  without  your  hand  or.fiibfti- 
tuts  hereafter,  nor  doe  any  thinge  that  may  prejudice 
the  authority  of  your  office  :  So  hoping  that  this  humble 
fubmiffion  of  ours  may  bee  accepted,  wee  have  ther- 
vnto  fett  our  hands*  This  twentiethe  of  Decemb* 
'1624. 

Jofeph  Taylor.  John  Lowen. 

Richard  Robinfon,  John  Shancke. 

Elyard  Swanflon.  John  Rice. 

Thomas  Pollard.  Will.  Rowley. 

Robert  Benfeilde.  Richard  Sharpe» 
George  Burght. 

"  Mr.  Knight, 
«•  In  many  things  you  have  faved  mec  labour ;  yet 
wher  your  judgment  or  penn  fayld  you,  I  have  made 
boulde  to  ufe  mine.  Purge  ther  parts,  as  I  have  the 
booke.  And  I  hope  every  hearer  and  player  will  thinke 
that  1  have  done  God  good  fervife,  and  the  quality  no 
wronge;  who  hath  no  greater  enemies  than  oaths^ 
prophanefs,  and  pubHque  ribaldry,  wch  for  the  future  J 
doe  abfolutely  forbid  to  bee  prefented  unto  mee  in  any 

*  In  the  margin  here  Sir  Henry  Herbert  hat  added  this  note.  *<  ^ia 
CAteied  here  for  a  xcaembrance  agaioft  their  difordcn**' 

play- 
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playbooke,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  at  your  perill.  21 
Oaob.  1633. 

*'  This  was  fubfcribed  to  their  play  of  The  Tamer 
Tamd,  and  dircfted  to  Knight,  their  book-keeper. 

*'  The  24  of  Odob.  1633,  Lowins  and  Swanilon  were 
forry  for  their  ill  manners,  and  craved  my  pardon, 
which  I  gave  them  in  prefencc  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr. 
Benfeilde.'* 

After  the  fuppreflion  of  the  theatres,  Lowin  became 
very  poor.  In  1652,  in  conjunction  with  Joieph  Tay- 
lor, he  publiftied  Fletcher's  comedy  cjilled  The  Wild 
Goofe  Chafe ^  for  bread  ;  and  in  his  latter  vears,  he  kept 
an  inn  {The  Three  Pidgeons)  at  Brentford,  in  which  town, 
Wright  fays,  he  died  very  old*.  But  that  writer  was 
miftaken  with  refpedl  to  the  place  of  his  death,  for  he 
die4  in  London  at  the  age  of  eighty  three,  and  was 
buried  in  the  ground  belonging  to  the  parifh  of  St* 
Martin  in  the  Fields,  March  18,  16^8-9.  On  the  8th  of 
the  following  Odober  adminiftration  of  the  goods  of 
John  Lowin  was  granted  to  Martha  Lowin,  Ifuppofe  the 
adtor's  widow.  In  the  Regiiler  of  perfons  buried  in  the 
parifti  of  Brentford,  which  I  carefully  examined,  no  per- 
fon  of  this  name  is  mentioned  between  the  years  16504 
and  i66o. 

SAMUEL    CROSS. 

This  ador  was  probably  dead  before  the  year  1600 ;  for 
Hey  wood,  who  had  himfelf  written  for  the  ilage  before 
that  time,  fays  he  had  never  feen  him. 

ALEXANDER   COOKE. 

From  The  Piatt  of  the  Seven  Deadly  Sinns,  it  appears, 
that  this  adlor  was  on  the  flage  before  1588,  and  was 
the  llagc-heroine.  He  adtcd  fome  woman's  part  in  Jon- 
fon's  SejanuSi  and  in  The  Fox ;  and  we  may  prefume, 
performed  all  the  principal  female  characters  in  our  au- 
thor's plays. 

5  H'tJIor,  Hiftrion,  p.  lo. 

VouL  Part  II.  •?  SAMUEL 
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SAMUEL    GILBURNE.    Uoknowtf. 

ROBERT    ARMIN 

peHbrmed  inTki  Alehemiftin  1610,  and  was  alive  in  i6f  i^ 
ibme  verfes  havinr  been  addre^d  to  him  in  that  year 
by  John  Davies  of  Hereford;  from  which  he  appears 
to  have  occafionally  performed  the  part  of  the  Fool  or 
Clown*. 

He  was  aatbor  of  a  comedy  called  Tin  Two  Maidt  of 
Mort'clacke^  \MortUkt  it  ought  to  be.]  i6o9«  I  have 
alfo  a  book,  called  A  Ntfi  of  Ninmies  fimpiy  of  thtm" 
felves^  luitbBMt  compound ^  by  Robert  Armin,  publifhed  in 
i6o8.  And  at  Stationers'  Hall  was  entered  in  the 
fame  year,  "  a  book  called  Phantajm  tht  IialUn  Tay^ 
ler  and  his  Boy,  made  by  Mr«  Armin,  fervant  to  his 
majefty.*' 

Mr.Oldys,  in  his  Mf.  notes  on  Langbaine^  favs,  that 
''  Armin  was  an  apprentice  at  fird  to  a  goldunith  in 
Lombard*ilreet.*'  He  adds,  that  •'  the  means  of  his 
becoming  a  player  is  recorded  in  Tarleton's  jells  printed 
in  1611,  where  it  appears,  this  'prentice  going  often 
to  a  tavern  in  Gracechurch-Hreet,  to  dun  the  keeper 
thereof,  who  was  a  debtor  to  his  mailer,  Tarleton,  who 
of  the  matter  of  that  tavern  was  now  only  a  lodger  in  it, 
law  ibme  veries  written  by  Armin  on  the  wainfcot,  upon 
hit  mader't  faid  debtor,  whofe  name  was  Charlts  T^rlo^ 
tony  and  liked  them  io  well,  that  he  wrote  otheis  under 
them,  prophecying,  that  as  he  was,  fo  Armin  ihould  be : 
therefpre,  calls  him  his  adopted  Ton,  to  wear  the  Clown's 
fuit  after  him.  And  fo  it  fell  out,  for  the  boy  was  fo 
|>leafed  with  what  Tarleton  had  written  of  him»  fo  re- 

•      **  To  honefV^gamefoine,  Kchtrt  Armifie, 

•«  Who  tickles  the  fpleenc  like  a  harmlefs  ▼ermln.'' 

**  Armine,  what  fliall  I  fay  of  thee,  but  this, 
'*  Thou  art  ifool  and  knave ;— both  ? — fie,  I  mid, 
**  And  wrong  thee  much  i  fich  thouindted  art  ncitbeiy 
**  Although  Iskjbtw  xhwfUyep  Woth  together*** 

fpeAed 
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fp€€ttd  his  peHbn,  (b  frequented  his  pinys,  and  fo  learned 
his  hamour  and  manners,  that  horn  his  private  pra^tce 
he  came  to  poblick  playing  his  parts ;  that  he  was  in 
great  repute  for  the  fame  at  the  Globe  on  the  Bank-£ide» 
^c.  all  the  Ibrmcr  part  of  king  James's  reign,'* 

WILLIAM    OSTLBR 

had1:>een  one  of  the  children  of  the  Chapel ;  having  zBzA 
in  Jonfon's  Foetafter^  together  with  Nat.  Field  and  John 
Underwood,  in  1601,  and  is  faid  to  have  performed  wo* 
men's  parts.  In  1610  both  he  and  Underwood  aded  as 
men  in  Ben  Jonfon's  Alcbemifi.  In  Davies's  Scourge  tf 
Folly,  there  are  fome  veries  addreflfed  to  him  with  thu 
title:  •*  To  the  Ro/dusof  thefe  times,  William  Oiiler.'* 
He  adted  Antonio  in  Webftcr's  Dutches  of  Maljjf,  in 
1623.    I  know  not  when  he  died% 

NATHANIEL    F  I  E  L  D.  1 

JOHN    UNDERWOOD.) 

Both  thefe  a£lors  had  been  children  of  the  chapel  ^,  and 
probably  at  the  Globe  and  Blackfriars  theatres  perform*' 
ed  female  parts.  Field,  when  he  became  too  manly  to 
reprefent  the  chara^ers  of  women,  played  the  part  of 
BuJly  d'Jmbois  in  Chapman's  play  of  that  name.  From 
the  preface  prefixed  to  one  edition  of  it,  it  appears  that 
he  was  dead  in  1641. 

There  is  a  good  portrait  of  this  performer  in  Dul- 
wich  college,  in  a  very  fingular  drefs. 

Fleckno  in  his  little  tradl  on  the  Englifh  Stage,  Q>cakf 
of  him  as  an  adlorof  great  eminence.  A  perion  oif  this 
name  was  the  author  of  two  comedies,  called  A  tVomam^s 
a  f^eathercock,  and  Amends  for  Ladies,  and  afliliked  Maf* 
finger  in  writing  The  Fatal  Dowry,  bat  he  fcarcely 
could  have  been  uie  player ;  for  the  firfl  of  the  comcdkf 

7  Ste  CfntbiM*!  Jttvth,  x6oi,  in  which  they  both  a^ed. 

P  2  above- 


ftit         HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

abovementioned  was  printed  ic  1612,  at  which  time  thil 
ador  muft  have  been  Vet  a  youth,  having  performed  at 
one  of  the  Children  of  the  Revels,  in  Jonfon's  SiUwt  fFo* 
imam,  in  i6c^. 

The  only  intelligence  I  have  obtained  of  John  Under- 
wood, befide  what  I  have  already  mentioned,  is,  that  he 
performed  the  part  of  Delio  in  The  Dutch$fs  o/Mal/j,  and 
that  he  died  either  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1624  or 
the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  having  firft  madt 
his  wiu,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I  John  Underwood,  of 
the  parifh  of  Saint  Bartholomew  the  Lefs  in  London, 
Centk  being  verv  weak  and  fick  in  body,  bat^  thanks 
be  given  to  Almighty  God,  in  perfed  mind  and  memo- 
xy,  do  make  and  declare  my  laft  will  and  teflament,  in 
manner  and  form  following :  viz.  Fird,  I  commend 
and  commit  my  foul  to  Almighty  God,  and  my  body  to 
the  earth,  to  be  buried  at  the  difcretion  of  my  executors  ; 
and  my  worldly  goods  and  eflate  which  it  hath  pleafed 
the  Almighty  God  to  blefs  me  with,  I  will,  bequeath, 
and  difpole  as  followeth  ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  and  amongft 
my  five  children,  namely,  John  Underwood,  Elizabeth 
Underwood,  Burbage  Underwood,  Thomas  Under- 
wood, and  Ifabell  Underwood,  (my  debts  and  other 
legacies  herein  named  paid,  and  my  funeral  and  other 
juft  dues  and  duties  difcharged)  all  and  lingular  my 
goods,  houfehold  fluff,  plate  and  other  things  whatfo- 
ever  in  or  about  my  now  dwelling  houfe,  or  elfewhere  ; 
and  alfo  all  the  right,  title,  or  interefl,  part  or  fhare, 
that  I  have  and  enjoy  at  this  prefent  by  leafe  or  other- 
wife,  or  ought  to  have,  pofTefs  and  enjoy  in  any  manner 
or  kind  at  this  prefent  or  hereafter,  within  the  Black- 
fryars,  London,  or  in  the  company  of  his  Mtie»  fervants, 
my  loving  and  kind  fellows,  in  their  houfe  there,  or  at 
the  Globe  on  the  Bankfide ;  and  alfo  that  my  part  and 
(hare  or  due  in  or  out  of  the  playhoufe  called  the  Cur* 
taine,  fituate  in  or  near  Holloway  in  the  pari(h  of  St. 
Leonard,  London,  or  in  any  other  jdace ;  to  my  faid 

five 
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five  children,  equally  and  proportion  ably  to  be  divided 
amongft  them  at  their  fcveral  ages  of  one  and  twenty 
years ;  and  during  their  and  every  of  their  minorities^ 
for  and  towards  their  education,  maintenance,  and  pla« 
cing  in  the  world,  according  to  the  difcretion,  dire£bon, 
and  care  which  I  repofe  in  my  executors.  Provided 
always  and  my  true  intent  and  meaning  is,  that  my 
faid  executors  fliall  not  alienate,  change  or  alter  by  fale 
or  otherwife,  diredly  or  indiredly,  any  my  part  or  (hare 
which  I  now  have  or  ought  to  hold,  have,  pofTefsand 
enjoy  in  the  faid  play-houfes  called  the  Blackfryars,  the 
Globe  on  the  Bancke-fide,  and  Curtaine  aforementioned* 
or  any  of  them,  but  that  the  increafe  and  benefit  oat 
and  from  the  fame  and  every  of  them  (hall  come,  accme 
and  arife  to  my  faid  executors,  as  now  it  is  to  me,  to 
ihe  ufe  of  my  faid  children,  equally  to  be  divided 
amongft  them.  Provided  alio  that  if  the  ufe  and  in- 
creafe of  my  faid  eftate  given  (as  aforefaid)  to  my  faid 
children,  (hall  prove  infufRcient  or  defeftive,  in  refpeft 
of  the  young  years  of  my  children,  for  their  education  and 
placing  of  them  as  my  faid  executors  (hall  think  meet, 
then  my  will  and  true  meaning  is,  that  when  the  eldeft 
of  my  faid  children  (hall  attain  to  the  age  of  one  and 
twenty  years,  my  faid  executors  (hall  pay  or  caafe  to 
be  paid  unto  him  or  her  fo  furviving  or  attaining,  his  or 
her  equal  (hare  of  my  eftate  fo  remaining  undi(burfed 
or  undifpofed  for  the  ufes  aforefaid  in  their  or  either  of 
their  hands,  and  (b  for  every  or  any  of  my  faid  children 
attaining  to  the  age  aforefaid:  yet  if  it  (hall  appear  or 
feem  fit  at  the  completion  of  my  faid  children  every  or 
any  of  them  at  their  faid  full  age  or  ages,  which  (htU 
firft  happen,  my  eftate  remaining  not  to  be  equally  (hared 
or  difpofed  amongft  the  reft  furviving  in  minority,  then 
my  will  is,  that  it  (hall  be  left  to  my  executors  to  give 
mito  my  child  fo  attaining  the  age  as  they  (hall  judee 
will  be  equal  to  the  reft  furviving  and  accomplifhing  the 
aforefaid  age;  and  if  any  of  them  (hall  die  or  depart 
this  life  before  they  accomplifti  the  faid  age  or  ages,  I 
will  and  bequeath  their  part,  (hare  or  portion  to  them^ 
P  3  hxux, 
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hifli  or  licr  fiirviring^  at  the  ages  afbrefaid,  e<|«all]r  to  bo 
divided  hy  mj  execvtors  as  afbrefaid.  And  I  do  heie* 
by  AOniiiate  and  appoint  my  loring  friends  (in  whom  I 
repofe  My  tnift  for  performance  of  die  premiies)  Henry 
C«tdelU  Thomas  Sanfbrd,  and  Thomas  Smith,  gende- 
men,  my  execators  of  this  my  laft  will  asd  teflament ; 
and  do  intreat  my  loving  friends  Mr.  John  Heminge, 
and  John  Lowvn,  my  feliowes^  overfeers  of  the  fame 
my  iaft  will  ana  tefbunent :  and  I  give  to  my  faid  execn«» 
ton  and  overieers  §6r  their  pains  (which  I  intreat  them 
to  accept)  the  fom  of  eleven  (hillings  apiece  to  buy  them 
rings,  to  wear  in  remembrance  of  me.  In  witneis 
wkereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and  ieal  the  fourth 
day  of  Odober,  in  the  year  ^of  oar  Lord  one  thoofknd 
£x  hundred  twenty  four. 

^OHN  UNDERWOOD. 

A  Codicil  to  be  annexed  to  the  lall  will  and  teflament 
of  John  Underwood,  late  of  thepariih  of  Little  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, London,  deceaied,  made  the  tenth  day  of 
the  month  of  Odlober,  Anno  Domini  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  twenty  four  or  thereabouts ,  viz.  his  intent  and 
meaning  was,  and  to  he  did  will,  difpofe,  and  bequeath 
(if  his  eilate  would  thereunto  extend,  and  it  (hould  feem 
convenient  to  his  executors,)  thefe  particulars  following 
in  manner  and  form  following :  /ciU,  to  his  daughter 
Elizabeth  two  feal  rings  of  gold,  one  with  a  death's 
head,  the  other  with  a  red  (lone  in  it.  To  his  fon  John 
Underwood  a  feal  ring  of  gold  with  an  A  and  a  fi  in  it. 
To  Burbage  Underwood  a  feal  ring  with  a  blue  Aone  in 
tt.  To  liabell  one  hoop  ring  of  gold.  To  his  iaid  fon 
John  one  hoop  ring  of  gold.  To  his  faid  daughter  £li« 
zabeth  one  wedding  ring.  To  his  faid  fon  Burbage  one 
hoop  ring,  black  and  gold*  To  his  faid  ion  Thomas 
one  hoop  ring  of  gold,  and  one  gold  ring  with  a  knot. 
To  his  iaid  daughter  Ifabell  one  blue  faphire  and  one 
joint  ring  of  gold.  To  John  Underwood  one  half  dozen 
of  filver  ^ooas  and  one  gilt  fpoon.    To  Elizabeth  one 

filycr 
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iilver  fpoon  and  three  gilt  fpoons.  To  Burbage  Under. 
wood>  nis  ion  aforenamed,  one  great  gilt  fpoon,  one 
plain  bowl  and  one  rough  bowl.  To  Thomas  Under. 
wood  his  fon,  one  filrer  porrenger,  one  iilver  tafter,  and 
one  gilt  fpooD*  To  Ifabell  his  faid  daughter*  three  filver 
A>oon8,  two  gilt  fpoons,  and  one  gilt  cap.  Which  wt« 
io  had  and  done  before  fufficient  and  credible  wit«> 
nefs,  the  faid  teftator  being  of  perfe6(  mind  and 
mory. 


Prohatmm  fuit  tefiamentum  fuprafcriftum  una 
codicilh  iidem  annex,  apud  L9nd$nt  ceram  jndice, 
prima  die  menfis  Februariit  Anna  Domini  1624^ 
jnramento  Henrici  Cundell^  unius  exetutar.  cni^  Ssff , 
de  hene,  ^c.  Jurat,  re/ervaia  potefiatt fimilem  rMV» 
miffiontm  faciendi  Thame  Sandford  et  Thame  Smithp 
gxecutorihus  ttiam  in  hujufmadi  teftamenta  namnatm 
cum  *uenerint  earn  petitur. 


NICHOLAS    TOOLEY 

aded  Forobofco  in  The  Dut chefs  af  Malfy,  From  the 
Piatt  efthe  Seven  Deadly  Sinns,  it  appears,  that  he  fome* 
times  reprefented  female  characters.  He  performed  in 
The  Alchemift  in  i6io. 

WILLIAM   ECCLESTONE. 

This  performer's  name  occurs  for  the  Mi  time  in  B* 
jonfon' s  Alchemijf,  16 to.  No  other  ancient  piece  (that 
X  have  feen)  contains  any  memorial  of  this  adlor, 

JOSEPH    TAYLOR 

appears  from  fome  verfes  already  cited,  to  have  been  a 
celebrated  ador.  According  to  Downes  the  prompteff 
he  was  inflradted  by  Shakfpeare  to  play  Hamlet ;  and 
Wright  in  his  Hiftaria  Hifirionica^  fays,  **  He  performed 

r  4  that 
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that  part  incomparably  well/'  From  the  renedw 
brance  of  his  performance  of  Hamlet,  Sir  William  D'A- 
Tenant  is  faid  to  have  conveyed  his  inilradions  to  Mr. 
Betterton.  Taylor  likewife  played  lago.  He  alfo 
performed  True-wit  in  The  Sihnt  tVoman^  Face  in  The 
^Iciymifi* ,  SLud  Mo(c2,  in  Fclpone  \  but  not  originally '• 
He  reprefented  Ferdinand  in  The  Dutchefs  of  Mal/j, 
after  the  death  of  fiurbadge.  He  aded  Mathias  in  The 
PiSure,  by  Maffinger;  ?zx\%inThe  Roman  Ador\  the 
Duke  in  Carlell's  De/er*ving  Fa<vourite  ;  Rollo  in  The 
Bloody  Brother  I  and  Mirabel  in  The  Wild  Goo/e  Chafe. 
There  are  verfes  by  this  performer  prefixed  to  Maffin- 
^ex*  ^  Roman  A^ior^  1629. 

In  the  year  161 4,  Taylor  appears  to  have  been  at 
the  head  of  a  diftindl  company  of  comedians,  who  were 
4iftingui(hed  by  the  name  of  The  Lady  ElizMbeth^s  Ser^ 
vaHts*.  However,  he  afterwards  returned  to  his  old 
friends ;  and  after  the  death  of  Burbadge,  Heminge  and 
Condeli,  he  in  conjunftion  with  John  Lowin  and  Eliard 
Swanftoi>  had  the  principal  management  of  the  king's 
company.  In  Sept.  1639  he  was  appointed  Yeoman  of 
the  Revels  in  ordinary  to  hisMajelly,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  William  Hunt.  There  were  certain  perquifites 
annexed  to  this  office,  and  a  falary  of  fixpence  a  day. 
When  he  was  in  attendance  on  the  king  he  had  31. 
6s.  8d.  per  month. 

I  find  from  Fleckno's  Chara^ers^  that  Taylor  died 
either  in  the  year  1653  or  in  the  following  year* :  and 
according  to  Wright  he  was  buried  at  Richmond.  The 
Regifter  of  that  parifh  antecedent  to  the  Reftoration, 
l)eing  lofl,  I  am  unable  to  afccrtain  that  fad.    He  was 

»  H,ft,  Hijirlon. 

9  Taylor'^  name  does  not  occur  in  the  lift  of  a^on  printed  by  Jon- 
fon  at  the  end  of  t^olpone* 

•  Mf.  Virtue. 

'  **  He  IB  one,  who  now  the  (lage  Is  down,  a£b  the  para/ite*s  part  at 
(able;  and|  lince  Taykr*s  death,  none  can  play  Mofca  fo  well  as  he.'* 
CbaraSJer  of%ne  %vbo  imitates  the  good  compomion  another  xtfoy^  In  the 
edition  of  Fleckno's  Charafterg,  printed  in  1665,  he  fayt,  tbii  chaiac- 
ter  was  written  in  1654.  Taylor  was  alive  in  16521  having  publKhed 
ff>f  H^ild  G(foJt  Chafe  in  that  year. 

prob^ibly 
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probably  near  feventy  years  pf  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

He  is  faid  by  fome  to  have  painted  the  only  original 
pifture  of  Shakfpeare  now  extant^  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
duke  of  Chandos.  By  others,  with  more  probability^ 
Richard  Burbadge  is  reported  to  have  been  the  painter: 
for  among  the  pictures  in  Dulwich  college  is  one,  which^^ 
in  the  catalogue  made  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Second 
by  Cartwright  the  player,  is  laid  to  have  been  painted 
by  Burbadge. 

ROBERT    BENFIELD 

appears  to  have  been  a  fecond-rate  a£lor.  He  performed 
Antonio  in  The  Dutchefs  of  Malfy,  after  the  death  of" 
Oilier.  He  alfo  aded  the  part  of  the  King  in  The  Dtm 
/er^ving  Favourite;  Ladiilaus  in  The  Figure;  Junius 
Ruilicus  in  The  Roman  J^or;  and  De-gard  in  The  Wild 
Goo/e  Chafe, 

He  was  alive  in  1647,  being  one  of  the  players  who 
figned  the  dedication  to  the  folio  edition  of  Fletcher's^ 
plays,  publilhed  in  that  year. 

ROBERT    GOUGHE. 

This  a6lor  at  an  early  period  performed  female  cha« 
fadlers,  and  was,  I  fuppofc,  the  father  o^ Alexander Gougbe^ 
wno  in  this  particular  followed  Robert's  ilcps.  In  The 
Se'ven  Deadly  Sins,  Robert  Goughe  played  Afpatia  ;  but 
in  the  year  161 1  he  had  arrived  at  an  age  which  entitled 
him  to  reprefent  male  characters ;  for  in  Tife  Second 
Maidens  Tragedie  *,  which  was  produced  in  that  year,  h^ 
performed  the  part  of  the  ufurpmg  tyrant. 

RICHARD    ROBINSON 

is  faid  by  Wright  to  have  been  a  comedian.  He  a^d 
in  Jonfon's  Catilhie  in  161 1  ;  and,  it  fhould  feem  from 
a  paffage  in  The  Devil  is  an  Jfs,  [Adlll.  fc.  viii.]  1616, 

4  Mr.  in  the  coUedtlon  of  the  Marquit  of  Lanfdown.  See  p  7X1  n.  7. 

tha^^ 
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tiut  at  tknc  dine  lie  mfuMily  repre£nttcd  female  dnrw- 
ters.  In  The  Second  Maidens  Tragedie,  he  repreleaticd 
tkc  Lmdy  pf  G^viamus.  I  hare  noc  learoed  what  pans 
in  oor  author's  plays  were  pcr^Mvied  by  this  wSox.  In 
T'ki  De/ervimg  Fa^vuriie,  i6zg,  he  played  Orfinio ; 
aad  in  r^  fTild  Goo/e  Cba/i  La^aftre.  In  Mafinger's 
JttmoM  JOcr,  he  pedbrmed  .^fopns ;  and  in  TkeDmubefs 
^/Mmlfy^  after  the  retirement  of  Condell,  he  played  the 
vaidinal.  Hart,  the  celebrated  a£k>r,  was  originally 
his  boy  or  apprentice.  Robinfon  was  alive  in  16417,  hu 
name  being  ugned,  with  feveral  others,  to  the  dedica- 
tion prefixed  to  the  firft  folio  edition  of  Fletcher's  plays. 
In  the  civil  wars  he  ferved  in  the  king's  army,  and  was 
idUed  in  an  engagement,  by  Harrifon,  who  was  after- 
wards Ranged  at  Charing-Crofi.  Harriibn  refbfed  him 
4|narter,  after  he  had  laid  down  his  arms,  and  (hot  him 
in  the  head,  faying  at  the  fame  time,  <'  Curfed  is  he 
that  doth  the  work  of  the  Lord  negligently  '•" 

JOHN    SHANCKE 

was,  according  to  Wright,  a  comedian.  He  was  bat  ii| 
a  low  clafs,  havine  performed  the  part  of  the  Curate  in 
Fletcher's  Scornful  LaJy^  and  that  of  Hillario  (a  fervant) 
in  The  Wild  Goo/e  Chafe.  He  was  a  dramatick  author 
as  well  as  an  ador,  having  produced  a  comedy  entitled 
ISbmukt^s  Ordinary ,  which  was  adled  at  Blackfriars  in  the 
year  1623-4  ^ 

JOHN    RICE. 

The  only  information  I  have  met  with  concerning  this 
player,  is,  that  he  reprefented  the  Marquis  of  Pefcara, 
an  inconfiderable  part  in  Wcbiler's  Dmtcbefs  of  Malfy^ 
He  was  perhaps  brother  to  Stephen  Rice,  clerk,  who  is 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  John  Heminge. 

The  foregoing  lift  is  faid  in  the  firft  folio  to  contain 
eke  names  of  the  principal  aftors  in  thefe  plays. 

S  mfi.  Hi/lricm*  p.  8. 

4  *'  For  the  kings  company.  Sbanktt  OrJinarii,  written  by  Shanket 
hifflfelfcit  this  16  Maicbi  1623,— -^^  i.  o«  o.'*    Mf»  Herbert. 

Bcfido' 
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leMe  thefe,  we  know  that  J^ktt  Wilftn  played  an  ia« 
fignificant  part  in  M»ch  ad9  ui^ut  nothing. 

Gmbriti  was  likewife  an  inferior  a£br  in  thefe  plavt* 
as  appears  from  tU  Third  Bart  ef  King  Henry  VL^ 
».  150,  edit.  1623,  where  we  find — "  Enter  Gn^W/* 
n  the  correfponding  place  in  the  old  play  entitled  Tb§ 
Trui  Tr-agedie  rf  Richtirde  Duke  of  Torkiy  &c.  we  have— « 
*'  Enter  a  Mejfenger.*^  Sinkler  or  Sinclo,  and  Hum- 
phrey 'y  were  likewife  players  in  the  fame  theatre,  and 
of  the  fame  clafs.  William  Barkfted^^  John  Duke,  and 
Chriftopher  Beefton'^  alfo  belonged  to  this  company. 
The  latter  from  the  year  1624  to  1638,  when  he  died, 
was  sumager  of  the  Cockpit  theatre  in  Drury-lane. 

In  a  book  of  the  laft  age  of  no  great  authority,  ipi 
are  told  that  •*  the  infamous  Hugh  PtterSf  after  he  had 
been  expelled  from  the  Unirerfity  of  Cambridge,  went 
to  London,  and  enrolled  himfelf  as  a  player  in  Shak« 
fpeare's  company,  in  which  he  nfually  performed  tlvi 
part  of  the  Clown."  Hugh  Peter  (for  that  was  hii 
name,  not  Peters^  as  he  was  vulgarly  called  by  hia 
contemporaries,)  was  bom  at  Fowey  or  Foye  in  Com<* 
wall  in  i^99>  and  was  entered  of  Trinity  College^ 
in  Cambridge,  in  the  year  161 3.  In  1617  he  took 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of'^  Arts,  and  that  of  Mailer  of 
Arts  in  1622.  On  the  23d  of  December  1621,  as  I  find 
from  the  Regiflry  of  the  BiQiop  of  London,  he  was  or- 
dained a  deacon,  by  Dr.  Mountaine  then  bilhop  of  that 
fee;  and  on  June  8,  1623,  he  was  ordained  a  prie& 
During  his  refidence  at  Trinity  college,  he  behaved  fii 
improperly,  that,  he  was  once  publickly  whipped  for  has 
infolence  and  contumacy* ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  he  was 

S  In  Tbt  Third  Part  cf  King  Htwrj  VJ,  p.  Z58,  firft  fofio,  tht 
foHowing  ftage-dire£tion  is  found ;  «  Enter  SiBklo  and  Huxophrev* 
lo  the  old  play  in  <]uarco,  entirled  The  true  trwgtdie  cf  Jticbardt  dmko 
tf  Torki,  **  Enter /«»«  hewers."* 

^  He  was  one  of  the  children  of  the  Revels.  See  the  Drstoatu  Par* 
Je»^  of  Ben  Jonfon^s  Siient  fTomaa. 

f  Dramatis  Perf^r^  of  Every  ma/i  in  bit  lumiurm 

*  Warton's  Milton,  p.  43a. 

4  expelled* 
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expelled.  It  is,  however,  not  improbable  that  he  was 
rufticated  for  a  time,  for  fome  mifcondud ;  and  perhaps 
in  that  interval,  inltead  of  retiring  to  his  parent's  hoafe 
in  Cornwall,  his  redlefs  fpirit  carried  him  to  London, 
and  induced  him  to  tread  the  (lage.  If  this  was  the  cafe» 
it  probably  happened  about  the  time  of  our  author's 
death,  when  Hugh  Peter  was  about  eighteen  years 
old. 

Langbaine  was  undoubtedly  miftaken  in  fuppofing 
that  Edward  Alleyn  was  *'  an  ornament  to  Blackfriars.*' 
Wright,  who  was  much  better  acquainted  with  the  an* 
cicnt  ftage,  fays,  ^*  he  never  heard  that  Alleyn  adcd 
there :"  and  the  lift  in  the  firft  folio  edition  of  our  an* 
thor's  plays  proves  decifively  that  he  was  not  of  his  com- 
pany ;  for  fo  celebrated  a  performer  conld  not  have  been 
overlooked,  when  that  lift  was  forming*  So  early  as  in 
1593,  we  find  "  Ned  Alleyn's  company  mentioned  •.'* 
Alleyn  was  fole  proprietor  and  manager  of  the  Fortune 
theatre,  in  which  he  performed  from  1 599  (and  perhaps 
before)  till  1616,  when,  I  believe,  he  quitted  the  ftage. 
He  was  fervant  to  the  Lord  Admiral  (Nottingham) :  all 
the  old  plays  therefore  which  are  faid  to  have  been  per- 
formed by  the  Lord  AdmiraVs  Ser^vants,  were  reprefented 
gt  the  Fortune  by  Alleyn's  company  ". 

THE 

•  P.  197,  n.  5, 

*  In  a  former  edition  I  had  fald,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Oldyt, 
that"  Edward  AUcyn,  the  player,  mentions  in  his  Diary,  that  he  once 
had  fo  (lender  an  audience  in  his  theatre  called  the  Fortune,  that  the 
whole  receipt  of  the  houfe  amounted  to  no  more  than  three  poundi 
aod  fome  odd  (hillings."*  But  I  have  fince  feen  Alleyn*s  Diary,  (which 
Vratthen  miflaid,)  and  find  Mr.  Oldys  was  miftakrn.  The  memorao* 
dum  on  which  the  intelligence  conveyed  by  the  Librarian  of  Dulwich 
College  to  that  Antiquary,  was  founded,  is  as  follows  :  «  06t.  3, 1617. 
J   went  to   the   Red  Bull,    and    rd.   for   The  TouMver  Brother   but 

It  appears  from  one  of  Lord  Bacon*;:  Letters  that  Alleyn  had  In  1618 
left  the  ftage.  <*  Allen  that  w^i  the  player/*  he  calls  him.  The 
inoney  therefore  which  he  mentions  to  have  received  for  the  play  of 
^bi  Tourger  Brother,  muft  have  been  the  produce  of  the  fecond 
^ay*i  reprefentatiun,  in  confequence  of  his  having  fold  the  property  of 
||iat  piece  to  the  (harers  ia  the  Red  Ball  theatre,  or  being  in  fom« 

othtf 
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THE  hidory  of  the  flage  as  far  as  it  relates  to  Shalc^ 
fpearc,  naturally  divides  itfelf  into  three  periods  s 
the  period  which  preceded  his  appearance  as  an  ad^or  or 
dramatick  writer ;  that  daring  which  he  flourifhed ;  and 
the  time  which  has  elapfed  iince  his  death.  Having  now 
gone  through  the  two  former  of  thefe  periods,  1  (hall 
take  a  tranfient  view  of  the  ftage  from  the  death  pf  our 
great  poet  to  the  year  I74i>  ilill  with  a  view  to  Shak« 
fpeare,  and  his  works. 

Soon  after  his  death,  four  of  the  principal  companies 
then  fubfiHing,  made  a  union,  and  were  afterwards  calU 
cd  the  United  Companies ;  but  I  know  not  precifely  in 
what  this  union  confided.  I  fufped  it  arofe  from  a 
penury  of  a^ors,  and  that  the  managers  contradled  to 
permit  the  performers  in  each  houfe  occafionally  to  ailift 
their  brethren  in  the  other  theatres  in  the  reprefen ration 
of  plays.  We  have  already  fecn  that  John  Heminge 
in  1618  pay'd  Sir  George  Buck,  "  in  the  name  of  tb§ 
four  company s^  for  a  lenten  difpenfation  in  the  Kolydaies, 
44s.;"  and  Sir  Henry  Herbert  obferves  that  the  play 
called  Come  fee  a  Wonder^  "  written  by  John  Daye  for  a 
company  of  ftrangers,"  and  reprefented  Sept.  18,  1623, 
was  *'  a£led  at  the  Red  Bull,  and  liccnfed  without  his 
hand  to  it,  becaufe  they  [i.  e.  this  company  of  Grangers] 
were  none  of  the  four  companys*'*  The  old  comedy  en- 
titled Amends  for  Ladies^  as  appears  from  its  title-page» 
was  aftcd  at  Blackfriars  before  the  year  1618,  '*  both 
by  the  Princess  fer'vants  and  Lady  Elizabeth* s^^"*  though 

other  way  entitled  to  a  benefit  from  it.  Alleyn's  own  play-houfct 
the  Fortune,  was  then  open,  but  I  imagine,  he  had  fold  of  hit 
property  in  it  to  a  kinfman,  one  Thomas  Allen,  an  ador  likewife.  In 
nis  Diary  he  frequently  mentions  his  going  from  Dulwlch  to  London 
after  dinner,  and  fupping  with  him  and  fome  of  <*  the  Fortunit  mtn^* 
From  this  Mf.  I  expe^ed  to  have  learned  feveral  particulars  relative  to 
our  ancient  ftage ;  but  unluckily  the  Diary  docs  not  commence  till  th« 
year  1617,  (at  which  time  he  had  retired  to  his  College  at  DuKvich,) 
and  contains  00  theatrical  intelligence  whatfoever,  except  the  article 
already  quoted. 

the 
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the  theatre  at  Blackfriars  then  belonged  to  the  king^s 
fervants. 

After  the  death  of  Shak^are,  the  plays  of  Fletcher 
appear  for  fereral  yean  to  have  been  more  admired,  or 
at  teafk  to  have  been  more  frequently  adled>  than  thofe 
of  our  poet.  Daring  the  latter  jpart  of  the  reign  of 
Jamet  tiie  Firft>  Fleuher's  pieces  had  the  adrantage  of 
MOYelty  to  recommend  them.  I  believe,  between  tha 
time  of  Bcaanumt's  death  in  1615  and  his  own  in  1615, 
this  poet  prodttced  at  leaft  twenty-five  pUys.  Sir  Afloa 
Cokain  has  informed  us,  in  his  poems,  that  of  the  thirty- 
ive  pieces  im{>roperly  aicribed  tofieaumont  and  Fletcher 
in  the  folio  eaition  of  1647,  mach  the  greater  part  were 
arritten  after  Beaumont's  death';  and  his  account  is 
partly  confirmed  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  ManuTcript, 
horn  which  it  appears  that  Fletcher  produced  eleven 
new  plays  in  the  laft  four  vears  of  his  life.  If  we  were 
poflefied  of  the  Regifter  kept  by  Sir  George  Buck,  we 
Akould  there,  I  make  nodoabt,  nad  near  twenty  dramas 
written  by  the  fame  author  in  the  interval  between  161  c 
and  1622.  As,  to  afcertain  the  ftiare  which  each  of  theie 
writers  had  in  the  works  which  have  erroneoufly  gone 
under  their  joint  names,  has  long  been  a  dtfideratum  in 
dramatick  hiflory,  I  (hall  here  fet  down  as  perfed  a  lifl 
as  I  have  been  able  to  form  of  the  pieces  produced  by 
Fletcher  in  his  latter  years. 


•  For  what  a  foul 


«  And  incxcufabJe  fault  it  is,  (tbuvthole 
«*  Volume  ofptayi  he'tBg  aimoft  every  one 
•*  Afttr  the  ktatb  of  Beaumont  voritf  ^  that  none 
•«  Would  ccriifie  them  I'o  much  ?*' 

Vtxk$  addrdTed  bjr  Sir  Aflon  Cokain  to  Mr. 
Charles  Cotton. 
Seealfo  lut  varies  addreiled  to  Mr*  Humphry  Mofcley  and  Mr*  Ham- 
phry  Robinfoo : 

<*  In  the  large  book  of  piayet  you  late  did  print 
M  In  Beaumont  and  in  Fletcher's  name,  why  in't 
«  Did  you  not  jaftice  ?  give  to  each  hU  due  f 
<<  For  Beaumont  of  thole  many  writ  in  few  j 
«*  And  Malfinger  in  other  few  j  ih*  msim 
**  Being  folc  Ufucs  of  fwcet  Fletcher'*  brain." 

The 
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iTre  Hertefi  Man*s  Fortune^  though  it  appeared  firft  in 
the  folk)  1647,  was  one  of  the  few  pieces  in  that  coUec-* 
tiofi,  which  was  the  joint  prododtion  of  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher*  It  was  £rft  performed  at  the  Globe  theatre  in 
theyear  161 3,  two  years  before  the  death  of  Beaumont*. 

The  Loyml  SuhjeS  was  the  fole  production  of  Fletcher, 
and  was  firft  reprefented  in  the  year  16 18. 

It  appears  from  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  Manofcript  that 
the  new  plays  which  Fletcher  had  brought  out  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  were  generally  prefented  at  court  at 
Chrifhnas.  As  therefore  The  Ijland  Princefs,  The  PiU 
grim,  and  The  IVild  Goo/e  Chaje  arc  found:  among  the 
court  exhibitions  of  the  year  i62i»  we  need  not  hefitate 
to  afcribe  thefe  pieces  alfo  to  the  fame  pbeti  The  WiU-^ 
Goo/e  Chafe,  though  abfurdly  printed  under  the  joinc 
names  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  is  exprefsly  afcribed 
to  the  latter  by  Lowin  and  Taylor,  the  adlors  who  pub- 
lifhed  it  in  1652.  The  Beggar's  Bujh^  ^"1g  ^^  ^lit^  at 
court  in  1622,  was  probably  written  by  Fletcher.  The 
Tamer  tamed  is  exprefsly  call'd  his  by  Sir  Henry  Her-^ 
bert,  as  is  the  Mad  Lo<ver  by  Sir  Afton  Cokain  :  and  xc 
appears  from  the  manufcript  fo  often  quoted  that  The 
Night-JValker  and  Love's  Pilgrimaze,  having  been  left 
imperfod  by  Fletcher,  were  correded  and  finifhed  by 
Shfrley- 

I  have  now  given  an  account  of  nine  of  the  pieces  in 
which  Beaumont  appears  to  have  had  no  (hare ;  and  fub-> 
join  a  lilt  of  eleven  other  plays  written  by  Fletcher,  (with 
the  affiflance  of  Rowley  in  one  only,)  precifely  in  the 
order  in  which  they  were  licenfed  by  the  Mafter  of  the 
Revels. 

1622.    May  14,  he  produced  a  new  play  called  T'i&z 
Prophetefs. 

June  22,   The  Sea  Voyage.    Thi*  piece  wa$ 
adcd  at  the  Globe. 

Oftobcr  24,    The  Spanijh   Curate.     Aded   at 
Blackfriars. 

<  *  A  Manufcript  copy  of  thit  play  ia  now  before  me,  mirked  161 3^ 

1623. 
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1623.  Auguft  29,  The  Maid  of  the  Mill^  writtctt  hf 
Fletcher  and  Rowley  ;  adled  at  the  Globe. 
October  17,  The  Devill  oj^  Do^gate^  or  Vfury 
put  to  ufe.  Aded  by  the  king's  fervants.    This 
piece  is  loih 

Decemb*  6.  I'he  l^ under ing  Lo<uers ;   adted  at 
Blackfriars.     This  piece  is  alfo  loth 

1624.  May  27 »  ^  Wife  for  a  Month,    Aded  by  the 
King's  fervants. 

Oaob.  19.  Rule  a  Wife  and  have  a  Wife. 
l625«6.    }2in\i2LTy  22,  The  Fair  Maid  of  the  Inn.    A£ted 
at  Blackfriars. 

Feb.  3.   The  Noble  Gentleman^    Aded  at  the 
fame  theatre. 

In  a  former  page  an  account  has  been  given  of  the 
court-exhibitions  in  1622.  In  Sir  Henry  Herbert's 
OfEce-book  I  find  the  following  «•  Note  of  fuch  playes 
as  were  adked  at  court  in  1623  and  1624,"  which  con- 
firms what  I  have  fuggefled,  that  the  plays  of  Shdc- 
fpeare  were  then  not  fo  much  admired  as  tliofe  of  the 
poets  of  the  day. 

'^  Upon  Michelmas  night  att  Hampton  court,  TheMayd 
of  the  Mill  by  the  K.  Company. 

**  Upon  Alihollows  night  at  St.  James,  the  prince 
being  there  only.  The  Mayd  of  the  Mill  againe,  with  re- 
formations. 

««  Upon  the  fifth  of  November  att  Whitehall,  the 
prince  being  there  only.  The  Gipjye,  by  the  Cockpitt 
company. 

•*  Upon  St.  Stevens  daye,  the  king  and  prince  being 
there.  The  Mayd  of  the  Mill  by  the  K.  company.  Att 
Whitehall. 

"  Upon  St.  Johns  night,  the  prince  only  being  there. 
The  Bondman  by  the  quecne  [ot  Bohemia's]  company. 
Att  Whitehall. 

*'  Upon  innocents  night,  falling  out  upon  a  Sonday, 
The  Buck  is  a  theif  the  king  and  prince  being  there. 
By  the  kings  company.    Att  Whitehall. 

**  Upon  Ncw-ycara    night,    by   the    K«  company. 

The 
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Tbi.Waiidering  Lovers  9  the  prince  only  being  there.  Att 
Whitehall. 

**  Upon  the  Sonday  after,  beinge  the  4  of  January. 
1623,  by  the  Queene  of  Bohemias  company,  The  ChaHge* 
linge  ;  the  prince  only  being  there.     Att  Whitehall. 

«'  Upon  Twelfc  night,  the  maike  being  putt  of.  More 
Mjfemblers  bejides  Women* ^  by  the  kings  company,  the 
prince  only  oeing  there.     Att  Whiteh^l. 

'**  To  the  Duchefs  of  Richmond,  in  the  kings  abfencej» 
was  given  The  Winters  Tale,  by  the  K.  company,  the 
18  Janu.  1623.     Att  Whitehall. 

''Upon  All-hollows  night,  1624,  the  king  beinge  zi 
Koifton«  no  play. 

«*  The  night  after,  my  Lord  Chamberlin  had  Rule  a 
^i/e  and  have  a  tvife  for  the  ladys,  by  the  king's  com- 
pany. 

**  Upon  St.  Steevens  night,  the  prince  only  bein^ 
there,,  [was  a6led]  Rule  a  luife  and  ha*ve  a  ^wife,  by  the. 
king's  company.     Att  Whitehall. 

<'  Upon  8t« Johns  night,  [t^eprincel  and  the  duke  of 
fiiunfwick  being  there.  The  Fox,  by  the  ■■        ■ 

Att  Whitehall.  ^  ./     " 

*'  Upon  Innocents  nightj  the  [prince]  and  the  duke 
of  Brunfwyck  beiugothere^  Cupids  Rtvenge,  by  tho 
Q^een  of  Bohemias  &£ya]^    Att  Whitehall,  1624.    -^ 

*f  Upon  Ncw-ye^i  Jiight,  ^.the  orincc  only  being 
there.  The  firft  part  ot  kir  John  falftaff,  by  the  ting^j 
company.     Att  Whitehall,  162A..     >  ^ 

*'  Upon  Twelve  night,' the,  Mafquc  b«ng  putt  o& 
and  the  prince  only  there,  Tu  ^oque,  by  the  Queene  cf 
Bohemias  fervants^    Att  Whitehall  162^  .    ^ 

*'  Upon  the  Sonday  liicht  following,  being  the  ninthq 
of  January,  1624,  the  Mafque  was  performd. 

''  On  Candlemas  night  the  2  February,  no  play«  tfie 
king  being  att  Newmarket.'* 

From  the  time  when  Sir  Henry  Herbert  <iame  into  the 
office  of  the  Revels  to  1642,  when  the  theatres  were  fhut 
Dp,  his  Manufcript  docs  not  furnifh  us  with  a  reguU{ 

•  "  The  worft  play  thtt  ere  i  faw,"  fiTi  the  writer,  in  »  nirginal  nolo. 
Vol.  I.  Part  II.  ^Q^  .account 
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account  of  the  plays  exhibited  at  court  every  year.  Sac&l 
however,  as  he  has  given,  I  fhall  now  fubjoin,  together 
with  a  few  anecdotes  which  he  has  preferved,  relative  to 
fbnie  of  the  works  of  our  poet  and  the  draraatick  writers 
who  immediately  fucceeded  him. 

•*  For  the  king's  players.  An  olde  playe  called  ^/«- 
fers  Tale,  formerly  aUowed  of  by  Sir  George  Bucke,  and 
likewyfe  by  mee  on  Mr.  Hemmings  his  worde  that  therv 
was  nothing  prophane  added,  or  reformed,  thogh  the 
allowed  booke  was  miffinse;  and  therefore  I  returned  itt 
without  a  fee,  this  19  of  Auguft,  1623. 

**  For  the  king's  company.  Tbi  Hlfterye  oj' Henry  th§ 
f/V^',  written  by  Damport  [Davenport];  this  10  April, 
1624,— jf.  I.  o.  o* 

••  For  the  king's  company.  An  olde  play  called  The 
Honeft  Mans  Fortune^  the  originall  being  loft,  was  rt- 
allowed  by  mee  at  Mr.  Taylor's  intreaty,  and  on  con- 
dition to  give  mee  a  booke  \Tbe  Arcadia\»  this  % 
Februa.  1624." 

The  manufcript  copy  of  the  Honeft  Mht^s  Fortune  i» 
now  before  me,  and  is  dated  \^iy  It  was  therefore 
probably  the  joint  produdion  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher^ 
This  piece  was  lafted  at  the  Globe,  and  the  copy  which 
had  been  licenfed  by  Sir  George  Boc;  was  without  doubt 
deftroyed  by  theiire  which  coiSumed  that  theatre  in  the 
year  16 1 3 .  The  allowed  copy  of  The  Winter* s  Tale  wa* 
probably  defti-oyed  at  the  fame  time« 

'•17  July,  4626*  [i^ieceivcd]  from  Mr..  Hemmings 
Kt  a'  courtefie  done  hhn  about  their  Blackfriers  hous, 
£.  3.    o.    o. 

*•  [Received}  from  Mr.  Hemmiug,  in  their  com- 
pany's name,  to  forbid  the  playing  of  Shakefpeares  plays, 
to  the  Red  Bull  Company,  this  11  of  Aprill,  1627, 
jf.  5^.    o»    o. 

**  This  day,  being  the  11  of  Janu.  1630,  I  did  re- 
fufe  to  allow  of  a  play  of  MefliAger's  %  becaufe  itt  did 

contain 

>  Thii  play  in  a  late  entry  on  the  St&tionera*  books  wm  afcribed  by 
a  fraudaleac  bookfeller  to  Shakfpeare. 

«  Maffinger'i  Dukt  of  MilU'tm  and  J^tri^n  Msrtyr  were  printed  is 
1613 •  it  appears  from  the  office-book  of  Sir  Henry  Hobcrt  that 
JkU  othflr  plays  were  produced  la  tht  IbUowiag  orders: 

«# 
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tdtitain  dingerons  matter,  as  the  depofing  of  SebaftlaA 
king  of  Portugal >  by  Phillip  the  [Second,]  and  ther  being 

a  pcacd 

The  Bwdmsut  Dec.  3,  1623.  A£ted  at  the  Cotkpit  in  Dnny 
Lane. 

TbeRtmegadof  ot  tbt  Gtntitman  •/  Venkt,  April  i^>  1624.  AAed 
at  the  Coclcpitt. 

The  ParlUment  ef  Love,  Nov.  3,  1614.  AGttd  It  the  Cockpit. 
Of  thii  play  the  Itft  four  aOv  are  yet  eztajit  in  manufcript. 

The  Spsn'tfii  Vtc&ojy  aded  in  1624.     Thi«  play  is  loft. 

The  Roman  jiSor,  Oaober  11,  1626.  A£ted  by  the  king'a 
Honpany. 

The  Judge,  Jane  6,  1627.  Aded  by  the  king*i  company.  y^Ai 
play  if  ioft. 

The  Grest  Duke  was  licenfed  for  the  Queen'i  Senrantl^  Jaly  e^ 
1627.  "^^'i*  ^*'>  ^  apprehend,  tbe  Great  UBkt  of  f/oreiice,  whidi 
was  aded  by  that  company. 

The  Honour  of  Women  was  licenfed  May  6,  i628«  I  fafpeft  t&at 
this  was  the  original  name  of  the  Mg'td  of  Honour,  which  was  printed 
!n  1631,  though  not  entered  for  the  ftage  in  Sir  Heiiry  fferb^'d 
book. 

The  Piffnre,  Jane  S,  1629.    AAed  by  the  k?ng*t  company. 

Minerva't  Sacrifice,  Nov.  3,  1629.  Aded  by  the  king's  compto;^. 
This  play  is  loft. 

The  Emftror  of  the  Eajt,  March  T  Ji  1630.31.  Aded  by  the  king*! 
company. 

BeHeve  at  you  hfi.  May  7,  1631.  Aded  by  the  king's  companj, 
This'phv  if  loft. 

the  Unfortunate  Piety,  Jone  13,  163 1.  Adcd  by  the  king*8  cOffl-k 
^any.    This  play  is  loft. 

The  Fatal  Dotorj  does  not  appear  to  have  been  licenfed  for  the 
ftage  ander  that  title,  bat  ^is  printed  ih  1632.  It  was  aded  by  dcei 
king's  company. 

*rbtC\ty  Madam,  May  25,  1632.    Aded  by  the  king's  company. 

A  new  way  to  pay  old  debtt  does  not  appear  to  have  been  licen^ 
for  the  ftagCi  but  was  printed  in*  Nov.  1632. 

The  Guardian  was  licenfed^  Odob.  31,  1633.  Aded  by  tfaeking*tf 
company. 

The  Traj^dy  ofOtander,  May  7,  1634.  Aded  by  the  king's  com- 
pany.    This  play  is  loft. 

A  Very  H^oman,  June  6,  1634.     AdfdbV  the  king*t  company. 

The  Orator,  Jan.  io,  1634-5.  Aded  by  the  king's  compaof. 
This  play  is  loft. 

The  Bajbful  Liver,  May  9,  1636.    Aded  by  the  kmg*s  company* 

The  King  and  the  Suhjeff,  June  5,  X63S .  Aded  by  the  fame  comi* 
|»any.  This  title.  Sir  Henry  Herbert  fays,  wis  6hai|^  1  fofped  it 
was  new  named  Tha  1'yrant.    T^e*  pla^  vt  UAi 

^»  Several 
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SI  beace  fworen  twixte  the  kings  of  Engl&nd  and  Spaynt* 
I  nad  m^  fee  notwithftandinee,  which  belongs  to  me  for 
the  reading  itt  over^  and  ought  to  be  brought  always  with 
thebooke. 

««  Received  of  Knight',  for  allowing  of  Ben  Johnfons 
play  called //fMV0xrr/  rtcenciVd^  or  the  Magnet ick  Lady^  td 
bee  aded»  this  izthofOdlob.  1632,  ^.2.  o.  o. 

«•  18  Nov.  1 632.  In  the  play  tiiThe  Ball,  written  by 
Sherley^»  and  aded  by  the  Queens  players^  ther  were 

divers 

AUinai^  9r  tbi  Cbsfit  L^vtr,  Sept.  259  1639.  Aded  by  the  king's 
Cttnpany. 

The  Fair  jUebmrt/s  of  FstiJUippOf  Jan.  26,  1639-40.  AAed  by 
the  king's  company. 

.  ^Scfcral  other  pieces  by  this  author  were  formerly  in  poflcfiion  oi 
Joitn  Warburton,  Efq.  Somerfet  Herald,  but  I  know  not  when  they 
were  written.  Their  titles  are,  jiatorh  atid  Vallia,  Tbi  WomaHt 
fUtf  Pbilenx*  snd  Hi^olita,  tcfit  snd  fVttcomt, 

2  The  book- keeper  of  Blackfriars*  playhoufe.  The  date  of  this 
piece  of  Ben  jonfon  has  hitherto  been  unafcertained.  Immediately 
after  this  entry  is  another,  which  accounts  for  the  defe£t  of  feverai  leaves 
In  the  edition  of  Lord  Brooke*s  Poems,  1633 :  <<  Received  from  Henry 
Seyle  for  allowinge  a  booke  of  verfes  of  my  lord  Brooks,  entitled  Re^ 
HgioM^  Humane  Learning,  Warr,  and  Honor,  this  17  of  Odober  1632, 
in  mony,  ^.  i.  o.  o  t  in  books  to  the  value  of  £.  i.  4.  o.*'— In  all 
the  publiihed  copies  twenty  leaves  on  the  fubjed  of  Rerigion,  are  want- 
ing, having  been  cancelled,  probably  by  the  order  of  Archbiihop  Laud« 
The  fubfequent  entry  afcertains  the  date  of  Cowley *s  earlieft  pro* 
dodion : 

«*  More  of  Seyle,  for  allowinge  of  two  other  fmall  peeces  of  verfetf 
for  the  prefs,  done  by  a  boy  of  this  town  called  CowLz  y,  at  the  fame 
time,  £»o.     10.    o.*' 

4  Such  of  the  plays  of  Shirley  as  were  regiftered  by  Sir  Henry  Her« 
bert>  were  licenfcd  in  the  following  order : 

Love  Trhht  witb  Complements^  Feb.  lo^  1624-5* 

Msydi  Rrtfenge^  Feb.  9,  l625-6* 

^he  BrotberSf  Nov.  4,  i6i6. 

The  IVnty  Fair  one,  Odob.  3,  1628. 

7be  FaitLful  Servant,  Nov.  3,  16294 

TbeTraytor,  May  4,  1631. 

Tbe  Dukcf  May  17,  1631. 

Lovfs  Cruelty f   Nov.  14,    1 63 1. 

*Tke  Cbof^es,  Jan.  10,  1631-2. 

Hyde  Park,  April  20,  1632. 

*The  BjIi,  Nov.  i6,  1632. 

Tbe  Bewfies,  J  an.  2 1»  1 632 •  3* 

Tb* 
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divers  perfonated  fo  naturally,  both  of  lords  and  othen  of 
the  court,  that  I  took  it  ill,  and  would  have  forbidden 
the  play,  but  that  Bifton  [Chriflopher  Beeflon]  promifte 
many  thines  which  I  found  faulte  withall  fhould  be  left 
out,  and  uiat  he  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  dqne  by  the 
poctt  any  more,  who  defervcs  to  be  punifht ;  and  the  firft 
that  offends  in  this  kind>  of  poets  or  players,  (hall  be 
fure  of  publique  punifhmeht. 

♦*  R.  for  allowinge  of  Tbi  Tale  •/  the  Tuhh,  Vitru 
Hoop's  parte  wholly  fbrucke  out,  and  the  motion  of  the 
tubb,  b^  commande  from  my  lord  chamberlin  ;  excep- 
tions being  taken  againfl  it  by  Inigo  Jones,  furveyor  of 
the  kings  workes,  as  a  perfonal  injury  unto  him.     May 

In  this  piece,  of  which  the  precife  date  was  hitherto  un- 
known, Fitru  Hoop,  i.  e.  Vitrwvius  Hoop,  undoubtedly 
was  intended  to  reprcfcnt  Inigo  Jones. 

'*  The  comedy  called  The  Yonge  AdmiralU  being  free 
from  oaths,  prophanefs,  or  obiceanes,  hath  given  mee 
much  delight  and  fatisfadlion  in  the  readinge,  and  may 
ferve  for  a  pattcrne  to  other  poetts,  not  only  for  the  bct- 
tring  of  maners  and  language,  but  for  the  improvement 
of  the  quality,  which  hath  received  fome  brufhings  of  late; 

*'  When  Mr.  Sherley  hath  read  this  approbation,  I 
know  it  will  encourage  him  to  purfue  this  beneficial  ai\d 
cleanly  way  of  poetry,  and  when  other  poetts  heare  an4 
fee  his  good  luccefs,  I  am  confident  they  will  imitat;9 

*rhe  Toung  Admiral^  July  3,  l63|t 

TheGamefter^  Nov.  11,  1633. 

The  Exsmpltt  June  24,  1634. 

Ibe  Opportunity^  Not.  29,  1 6 34. 

7ke  CororiMlion,  Feb.  6,  1 634.  5. 

Cbabot,  Admiral  of  Franct,  April  29,  l635« 

Tbe  Lady  of  P leaf ure,  Odob.  15,  1635. 

Tbe  Duktt  Mftrtfs,  Jan.  x8,  1635-6. 

Tbe  Royal  Majlety  April  23,  1638. 

Tbe  Gentleman  of  f^enife^  30  O^ob.  x639« 

Rofania,  I  June,  1640. 

Tbe  Impoflor^  Nov.  10,  1 640. 

Tbe  Pol'ttifue  Fatbery  May  26*  1641^ 

Vbe  Cardinsllf  Nov.  25,  1641* 

ntSifierSf  Api  1^261  1642. 

^  •  Q  1  th^ 
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|]ie  orinnal  for  their  own  credit,  and  make  fach  copi«ft 
tn  t)m  oannlefs  way,  as  (hall  fpeak  them  maimers  in  their 
9rt«  at  the  firft  fight,  to  all  jiidicioas  fpedators.  It  nuy 
he  aded  this  3  July,  1653. 

"  I  have  entered  this  allowance,  for  diredion  to  my 
fiicceflbr,  and  for  ei^an^ple  to  all  poetts,  that  (hall  write 
liter  the  date  hereof. 

''  Received  of  Bifbn,  for  an  ould  play  called 
Sjfmems  HolUdaj,  Aewly  revived  at  their  hon/e,  being 
^fjay  given  unto  hioi  for  my  ufe»  this  15  Aug.  163^^ 
^.  3.    o.    o.    Received  of  him  for  fome  alterations  in 

It,  £•  '•    ®*    ^' . 

<*  Meetinge  with  him  at  the  oald  exchange,  he  gave 
mf  wife  a  payre  of  gloves,  that  coft  him  at  leaft  twenty 
ihillings. 

«  Upon  a  fecond  petition  of  the  players  to  the  High 
CommiiBon  coart,  wherein  they  did  mee  right  in  my 
care  to  purge  their  plays  of  all  ofTenfe,  my  lords  Grace 
of  Canterbury  bellowed  many  words  unon  mee,  and 
dilcharged  mee  of  any  blame,  and  layd  the  whole  fault 
f>f  their  play  called  The  Ma^nrjicA  Lady^  upon  the  players* 
This  hj^ppened  the  24  of  Odlob.  1633,  at  Lambeth. 
In  their  firft  petition  they  would  have  excufed  them- 
iiclves  on  mee  and  the  poett.'' 

•«  On  Saterday  the  17th  of  Novemb. ',  being  the 
Qgeens  birth  day,  Richard  the  Thirds  was  aded  by  the 
vT  players  at  St.  James,  wber  the  l^ing  and  queene 
were  prcfent,  it  being  the  hr&.  play  the  queene  fawe 
fince  her  M.^«  delivery  of  the  Duke  of  York.     1633. 

*«  On  tufday  the  19th  of  November,  being  the 
king's  birth-day.  The  Yong  Admirall  was  afted  at  St, 
James  by  the  queen's  players,  and  likt  by  the  K.  and 
Queen. 

««  The  Kings  players  fent  mee  an  ould  booke  of 
Fletchers  called  7'/^/  Loyal  Suhjed,  formerly  allowed  by 
Sir  George  Bucke,  16  Novemb.  1618,  which  according 
to  their  defire  and  agreement  I  did  pernfe,  and  with  fome 

s  This  IS  a  miftake*  It  ibottl4  be  the  x6th  of  Nofcmb«r.  She  wu 
born  Not*  i6|  x6o9« 

refbrniationa 


OF  THE  ENGLISH  .STAGE.       sji 

reformations  allowed  of,  the  25  of  Nov.  1633J  Ibrwhidi 
they  fent  mee  according  to  their  promife  jf.  !•  o.   q,* 

•*  On  tufday  night  at  Saint  James,  the  26  of  No* 
vemb.  1633,  was  aded  before  the  King  and  QUeene, 
r/fs  Tamtnge  of  the  Shrew*     Likt. 

"  On  tharmay  night  at  St.  James,  the  28  of  Novemb» 
'633,  was  aded  before  the  King  and  Queene»  TJift  Tamer 
TamJ,  made  by  Fletcher.     Very  well  likt. 

'*  On  tufday  night  at  Whitehall  the  10  of  Decerob* 
1633,  was  aded  before  the  King  and  Queen »  The  Lojaf 
SubjeS,  made  by  Fletcher,  and  very  welllikt  by  the  king* 

V  On  Monday  night  the  16  of  December,  i633»  at 
WHtehall  was  aded  before  the  King  and  Queen,  Hjm 
mens  Holliday  or  Cupids  Fegarys,  an  ould  play  of  Row^ 
leys.     Likte. 

**  On  Wenfday  night  the  firll  of  January,  1633,  Cjm^ 
beline  was  adled  at  Court  by  the  Kings  players.  Well 
likte  by  the  kange^ 

"  On  Monday  night  the  fixth  of  January  and  the 
Twelfe  Night,  was  prefented  at  Penmark-houfe,  before 
the  King  and  Queene,  Fletchers  paftorall  called  Tht 
FaithfuU  Shepbeardejfe^  in  the  clothes  the  Qijeenc  had 
given  Taylor  the  yeare  before  of  her  owne  pallorail. 

**  The  fcenes  were  fitted  to  the  pallorail,  and  made# 
by  Mr.  Inigo  Jones,  in  the  great  chamber,   1633, 

•'  This  morning  being  the  9th  of  January,  1633,  ^* 
kinge  was  pleasd  to  cdl  mee  into  his  withdrawinge 
thamber  to  the  windowe,'wher  he  went  over  all  that  I  had 
erode  in  Davenants  play-booke,  and  allowing  of  faith 
sjidiJUght  to  bee  afTeve rations  only,  and  no  oathes,  markt 
them  to  flande,  and  fome  other  few  things,  but  in  the 
greater  part  allowed  of  my  reformations.  This  was  done 
lipon  a  complaint  of  Mr  Endymion  Porters  in  December. 

*•  The  kinge  is  pleasd  to  tzkt  faith,  death,  JUgbt, 
for  afleverations,  and  no  oaths  7,  to  which  \  doe  humUy 

^  In  the  margin  the  writer  adds— <<  The  firft  ould  play  fent  mee  to 
|>e  perufed  by  the  K,  players." 

7  In  a  fmall  traft  of  the  laft  age,  of  which  I  have  forgot  the  title, 
we  are  told,  that  Charles  the  Second,  being  reprisnnded  hj  one  of 
his  biihops  for  frequently  introducing  profane  oaths  in  his  dlfcourfe^ 
4ff$B4e4  Mfofelf  by  fayingi  <<  Y«ur  martyr  fwore  fwkt  nore  tfuM  I  d^** 

Q^^  (vbmU 
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fabmit  as  my  mafters  judgment ;  bat  under  favour  coo^ 
ceive  them  to  be  oaths,  and  enter  them  here,  to  declare 
sny  opinion  and  fubmiflion. 

«*  The  lo  of  January,  16^3,  I  returned  unto  Mr* 
Davcnant  his  play-booke  of  The  fFitts,  correded  by  the 
Idnge. 

«•  The  kingc  would  not  take  the  booke  at  Mr.  Pos- 
ters hands ;  but  commanded  him  to  bang  it  unto  mee, 
which  he  did,  and  likewife  commanded  Davenant  to 
come  to  mee  for  it,  as  I  believe ;  otherwife  he  wooM 
iiot  have  byn  fo  civill. 

**  The  Guardian^  a  play  of  Mr.  Meflengers,  was  aded 
Ht  court  on  Sunday  the  12  January,  1633,  by  the  Kings 
y^zjtviy  and  well  likte. 

•*  The  Tale  of  the  Tub  was  afted  on  tufday  night  at 
Court,  the  14  Janua.  1633,  by  the  Queenes  players,  and 
mot  likte. 

*'  The  fVinters  Tale  was  aftcd  on  thurfday  night  at 
Court,  the  16  Janu.  1633,  by  the  K.  players,  andlikt. 

'*  The  tVitts  was  afted  on  tufday  night  the  28  Janu- 
ary, 1633,  at  Court,  before  the  Kinge  and  Queene. 
'Well  likt.  It  had  a  various  fate  on  the  flage,  and  at 
court,  though  the  kinge  commended  the  language,  but 
diflikt  the  plott  and  charadlers. 

**  The  Night 'ijualkers  was  aftedon  thurfday  night  the 
30  Janu.  1633,  at  Court,  before  the  King  and  Queen. 
Likt  as  a  merry  play.     Made  by  Fletcher  *. 

**  The  Inns  of^coiirt  gentlemen  prefented  their  mafque 
at  court,  before  the  kingc  and  queene,  the  2  February, 
1633,  and  performed  it  very  well.  Their  (hew  through 
the  ftreets  was  glorious,  and  in  the  nature  of  a  triumph. — 
Mr.  Surveyor  Jones  invented  and  made  the  fcene  ;  Mr. 
Shcrley  the  poett  made  the  profe  and  verfe. 

**  On  thurfday  night  the  6  of  Febru.  16 j^.  The  Game- 
fier  was  afted  at  Court,  made  by  Sherley,  out  of  a  plot  of 
f he  king's,  given  him  by  mee ;  and  well  likte.  The  king 
fayd  it  was  the  bed  play  he  had  feen  for  feven  years. 

S  In  a  former  page  the  following  entry  is  found  : 
«<  For  ■  play  of  Fletchers  corre^ed  by  Sherley,  called  T^tf  N'liht 
n^sikiri,  the  11  M«y,  16331  ^.a.   o.  o.    For  theq^cen•*pltxers.;' 

•*  On 
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«*  On  Shrovetufday  night,  the  18  of  February,  1653^ 
the  Kinge  dan^e  his  Mafque,  accompanied  with  1 1  lords; 
and  attended  with  10  pages.  It  was  the  nobleft  ma(qae 
of  my  time  to  this  day,  the  bell  poetrye,  bell  fcenes, 
and  the  bell  habitts.  The  kinge  and  qucene  were  v^rjr 
well  pleasd  with  my  fervice,  and  the  (^  was  pleasd  to 
tell  mce  before  the  king,  ^'  Pour  les  habits,  elle  n'avoit 
jamais  rien  veogde  fi  brave." 

**  Bujfy  d*Amhoyfe  was  playd  by  the  king's  players  oa 
Eafler-monday  night,  at  the  Cockpitt  in  court. 

**  The  Faftorall  was  playd  by  the  king's  players  on 
Eafter-tufday  night,  at  the  Cockpitt  in  court. 

**  I  committed  Cromes,  a  broker  in  Longe  Lane» 
the  16  of  Febru.  1634,  to  the  Marlhalfey,  for  lending  a 
church-robe  with  the  name  of  J  b  s  u  s  upon  it  to  the  play- 
ers in  Salilbury  Court,  to  prefent  a  Flamen,  a  prieft  of 
the  heathens.  Upon  his  petition  of  fubmiflion,  and 
acknowledgment  of  his  faulte,  I  releasd  him,  the  17 
Fcbr.  1634. 

'*  The  blecond  part  of  Arnjiragus  and  Philicia  playd 
at  court  the  16  Febru.  1635,  with  great  approbation  of 
K.  and  Qneene. 

'*  The  Silent  Woman  playd  at  Court  of  St.  James  on 
thurfday  yc  18  Fcbr.  1635. 

"  OnWenfday  the  23  of  Febru.  1635,  the  Prince 
d' Amours  gave  a  mafque  to  the  Prince  Eledor  and  his 
brother,  in  the  Middle  Temple,  wher  the  Queene  was 
pleafd  to  grace  the  entertaynment  by  putting  of  ma- 
jelly,  to  putt  on  a  citizens  habitt,  and  to  fett  upon  the 
fcanold  on  the  right  hande  amongll  her  fubjeds. 

**  The  queene  was  attended  in  the  like  habicts  by  the 
Marques  Hamilton,  the  Countefs  of  Denbighe,  the 
Countefs  of  Holland,  and  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Feildinge. 
Mrs.  BafTe,  the  law-woman*,  leade  in  this  royal  citizen 
and  her  company. 

*'  The  Earle  of  Holland,  the  Lord  Goringc,  Mr. 
Percy,  and  Mr.  Jermyn,  were  the  men  that  attended. 

*«  The  Prince  tlc^or  fatt  in  thc.midft,  his  brother 


•  i.  e.  the  woqian  who  had  the  care  of  the  ball  belonging  to  the 
Middle  Temple. 

Robert 
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Robert  on   the  right  hand  of  him,  and  the  Princo 
d'AjBOors  on  the  left. 

•'  The  Mafqae  was  very  well  perfbrmd  in  the 
dancet»  fcenes,  cloathinge,  and  mufique,  and  the 
Qaeene  was  pleasd  to  tell  mee  at  her  going  away,  that 
ibe  liked  it  very  well. 

''  Mr.  Corfeilles  made  the  fceifts* 

•'  Loa;e£  Aftergame  •,  played  at  St,  James  by  the  Sa« 
li/bury  Court  pb vers,  the  24  of  Feb.  1635. 

**  k'he  Dukes  lAiftres  olaved  at  St.  James  the  22  of 
Feb.  163$.     Made  by  Snerley. 

"  The  fame  day  at  Whitehall  I  acquainted  king 
Charles,  my  mailer,  with  the  danger  of  Mr.  Hunts  fick- 
tLtii^  and  moved  his  Majefty,  in  cafe  he  dyed,  that  he  would 
bee  pleasd  to  give  mee  leave  to  commend  a  fitt  man  to 
fuccecde  him  in  his  place  of  Yeoman  of  the  Revells. 

*'  The  kinge  tould  mee,  that  till  then  he  knew  not 
that  Will  Hunt  held  a  place  in  the  Revells.  To  my  re- 

J[uefl  he  was  pleasd  to  give  mee  this  anfwer.  Wellj 
ays  the  king,  I  will  not  difpofe  of  it,  or,  it  (hall  not 
be  difpofed  of,  till  I  heare  you.  Ip/tffimis  *oerbism 
Which  I  enter  here  as  full  of  grace,  andlbr  my  better 
remembrance,  iinfe  my  mafter*s  cuftom  affords  nut  fi 
many  *words,  nor  fofignijicant, 

««  The  28  Feb.  The  Knight  of  the  Burning  Pejtle^lzy  i 
by  the  Q^^  men  at  St.  James. 

*•  The  firft  and  fecond  part  of  Ar<viragus  and  Fbili^ 
eta  were  adlcd  at  the  Cockpitt,  [Whitehall]  before  the 
Kinge  and  Queene,  the  Prince,  and  Prince  Elector, 
the  18  and  19  Aprill,  1636,  being  monday  and  tufday 
in  Eailer  weeke. 

*'  At  the  increafc  of  the  plague  to  4  within  the  citty 
and  $4  in  all. — This  day  the  12  May,  1636,  I  received 
a  warant  from  my  lord  Chamberlin  for  the  fuppreffing 
of  playes  and  ihews,  and  at  the  fame  time  delivered  my 
feverall  warants  to  George  Wiifon  for  the  four  com« 
panys  of  players,  to  be  ferved  upon  them. 

0  Tht  FrMrjr,  •r  Lwii  Afttrgtme^  wis  prodacc4  at  the  thettre  «| 
SslUbury  Court,  November  249  1634. 

f  4  ^*  At 
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«'  At  Hampton  Court,  1636. 
**  The  firft  part  of  Jnfiragus,  Monday  Afternoonj  %$ 
Decemb. 

•«  The  fccond  part  of  Arviragus^  tafday  27  Decemb. 
*'  Lo<ve  and  Honour ^  on  New-years  night,  fonday* 
**  The  Elder  Brother t  on  thurfday  the  5  Janua. 
•*  The  Kinge  and  no  Kinge,  on  tufday  y«  10  Janua« 
*«  The  Rojal  Slave,  on  thurfday  the  12  of  J  anu.— Ox- 
ford play,  written  by  Caitwright,     The  king  gave  hia 
forty  pounds. 

*'  Rollo,  the  24  Janu. 

«'  Julius  Ca/ar,  at  St,  James,  the  51  Janu.  1636. 
*•  Cuf  ides  Revenge,  9X  St.  James^  by  Beellon's  boyes^ 
the  7  Febm. 

"  A  Wife  for  a  monthe,  by  the  K.  players,  at  St.  James« 
the  9  Febru. 

•*  fFit  without  money,  by  the  B.  boyes,  at  St.  Jamef^ 
the  14  Feb. 

**  The  Governor,  by  the  K.  players,  at  St.  Jame$j 
the  17  Febru.   1636. 

**  Philafter,  by  the  K.  olaycrs,  at  St.  James,  fliiov« 
tufday,  the  2 1  Febru.  1630. 

«*  On  thurfday  morning  the  23  of  February  the  bill  of 
the  plague  made  the  number  at  forty  foure,  upon  which 
decreafc  the  king  gave  the  players  their  liberty,  an4 
they  began  the  24  Fe'bruary  1636.  [1636-7.] 

**  The  plague  encreaiinge,  the  players  laye  dill  until! 
the  2  of  Odlober,  when  they  had  leave  to  play. 

**  Mr,  Bee  don  was  commanded  to  make  a  compaof 
of  boyes,  and  began  to  play  at  the  Cockpitt  with  then 
the  fame  day. 

**  1  difpofed  of  Perkins,  Sumner,  Sherlock  and  Torv 
ner,  to  Salfbury  Court,  and  joynd  them  with  the  bell 
of  that  company. 

<'  Received  of  Mr.  Lowens  for  my  paines  about 
Meffinger's  play  called  The  King  and  the  Sutjea,  2  Joney 
1638*  /•!•    o.    o. 

**  The  name  of  The  King  and  the  SubjeSi  is  alterd,  and 
I  allowd  the  play  to  bee  aded,  the  reformations  moft 
iiri&ly  obfcrved,  and  not  othcrwife^  thcj  th  of  June,  1638. 

••At 
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•'  At  Greenwich  the  4  of  June,  Mr.  W.  Murray  g;tYO 
Biee  power  from  the  king  to  allowe  of  the  play,  kxi4 
toold  me  that  hee  would  warant  it. 

•'  Monys?   Wce'Ie  rayfe  fupplies   what  ways  wc 

pleafe, 
"  And  force  yon  to  fubfcribe  to  blanks,  in  which 
•<  We'ie  mnia  you  as  wee  fhall  thiake  fitt.     The 
Caei'ars 
'       **  In  Rome  were  wife,  acknowledginge  no  lawea 
'*  But  what  their  fwords  did  ratifye,  the  wives 
**  And  daughters  o£  the  fenators  bowinge  to 
**  Their  was,  as  deities,"  &c. 
'*  This  is  a  peece  taken  out  of  Phillip  Meffingen  playj, 
called  The  King  and  the  Suhje3,  and  enterd  here  for 
ever  to  b^e  rememberd  by  my  fon  and  thofe  that  caft 
their  eyes  on  it,  in  honour  of  Kinge  Charles,  my  mafter» 
who,  readingc  over  the  play  at  Newmarket,  fet  his  marke 
upon  0ie  place  with  his  own  hande,  and  in  thes  words : 

**  This  is  too  infolent^  and  to  bee  changed*^* 

*'  Note,  that  the  poett  makes  it  the  fpeech  of  a  king^ 
Don  Pedro  king  of  Spayne^  and  fpoken  to  his  fub- 
jefts. 

'*  On  thurfday  the  9  of  April!,  1640,  my  Lord 
Chamberlen  bcflow'd  a  play  on  the  Kinge  and  Queene, 
C&W'dCleodora,  ^eene  of  Arragon^  made  by  my  cozen 
Abington.  It  was  performd  by  my  lords  fervants  out 
of  his  owne  family,  and  his  charge  in  the  cloathes  and 
fceanes,  which  were  very  riche  and  curious.  In  the  hall 
at  Whitehall. 

*'  The  king  and  queene  commended  the  general! 
^ntertaynment,  as  very  well  adled,  and  well  fett  out. 

*•  It  was  adlcJ  the  fecond  tyme  in  the  fame  place  be- 
fore the  king  and  queene. 

•    ••  At  Ealter  16  fo,  the  Princes  company  went  to  the 
Fortune,  and  the  Fortune  company  to  the  Red  Bull. 

«•  On  Monday  the  4  May,  1640,  William  Becfton 
was  taken  by  a  mefTenger,  and  committed  to  the  Marr 
ihalfey,  by  my  Lord  Chamberlens  warant,  for  playin^c 
a  pUyc  without  licenic.    The  fame  day  the  company  at 

the 
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tlie  Cockpitt  was  commanded  by  my  Lord  Chamberlens 
warant  to  forbcare  playinge,  for  playingc  when  they. 
were  forbidden  by  mee,  and  for  other  difobedience^  and 
laye  ftill  monday,  tufday,  and  wenfday.  On  thurfda^ 
at  my  Lord  Chamberlens  entreaty  I  gave  them  theic 
liberty,  and  upon  their  petition  of  fubmiflion  fubfcribed 
by  the  players,  I  reftored  them  to  their  liberty  oa 
thurfday. 

•'  The  play  I  cald  for,  and,  forbiddinge  the  play- 
inge of  it,  keepe  the  booke,  becaufe  it  had  relation  to 
the  paiTages  of  the  K.s  journey  into  the  Northc,  and  was 
complaynd  of  by  his  M.^^  to  mee,  with  commande  to 
punifhe  the  offenders. 

«'  On  Twelfe  Night,  1641,  the  prince  had  a  play 
called  The  ZcomfulLady;  at  the  Cockpitt,  but  the  kinge 
and  qneene  were  not  there  ;  and  it  was  the  only  pla/. 
a6ted  at  courte  in  the  whole  Chriflmas* 

*•  [1642.  June.]  Received  of  Mr.  Kirke,  for  a  new 
play  which  I  burnte  for  the  ribaldry  and  offenfe  that  was 
in  it,  {,.  2.     o.     o. 

"  Received  of  Mr.  Kirke  for  another  new  play  called 
The  Irifie  Rebellion,  the  8  June,  1642,  £.  2.     o.     o. 

**  Here  ended  my  allowance  of  plaies,  for  the  war 
began  in  Aug.  1642." 

Sir  William  D' Avenant,  we  have  already  fcen  *,  about 
fixteen  months  after  the  death  of  Ben  Jonfon,  obtained 
from  his  majelly  (Dec.  13,  1638)  a  grant  of  an  annuity 
of  one  hundred  pounds /^r  ann.  which  he  enjoyed  as  poet 
laureat  till  his  death.  In  thefollowing  year  (March  26^ 
1630)  a  patent  pafTed  the  great  feal  authorizing  him  to 
erea  a  playhoufe,  which  was  then  intended  to  have  been 
built  behind  The  Three  Kings  Ordinary  in  Fleet-ftreet :  but 
this  fcheme  was  not  carried  into  execution.  I  find  from 
a  Manufcript  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Office,  that  after* 
the  death  of  Chriflopher  Beefton,  Sir  W.  D'Avenant 
was  appointed  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  (June  27^ 
>^39>)  "  Governor  of  the  King  and  Queens  comjpany 
adUng  at  .the  Cockpit  in  Drury  Lane,  during  the  \e2Sn 

*  Vol.  I.  P.  I«  p.  40X,  n.  6. 

which 
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which  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beeflott,  alias  Hutchefon^  htth  tff 
d6th  hold  in  the  faid  honfe  :'*  and  I  fuppofe  he  appointed 
lier  ion  Mr*  William  Beefton  his  deputy^  for  from  Sir 
Henry  Herbert's  office-book,  he  appears  for  a  Ihort  timt 
to  have  had  the  management  of  that  theatre. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1659,  fome  months  before 
Ae  Reftoration  of  K*  Charles  II.  the  theatres,  which  had 
been  fuppreffed  during  the  ufurpation,  began  to  revive, 
snd  feveral  plays  were  performed  at  the  Red  Bull  in  St, 
John's-flreet,  in  that  and  the  following  year,  before  th€ 
return  of  the  king.  In  June  1660,  three  companies  feem 
to  have  been  formed ;  that  already  mentioned;  one  midef 
Mr.  William  Beefton  in  Salifbury  Court,  and  one  at  the 
Cockpit  in  Dmry  Lane  under  Mr.  Rhodes,  who  had 
been  wardrobe- keeper  at  the  theatre  in  Blackfriars  be- 
fore the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  Wars,  Sir  Henry 
Herbert,  who  flill  retained  his  office  of  Mafterofthe 
Revels,  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  thefe  companies  the 
fame  emoluments  which  he  had  formerly  derived  from  the 
exhibition  of  plays  ;  but  after  a  long  llruggle,  and  after 
leaving  brought  feveral  actions  at  law  againft  Sir  William 
D'Avenant,  Mr.  Betterton,  Mr.  Mohun,  and  others,  he 
was  obliged  torelinquifh  his  claims,  and  his  office  ceafed 
to  be  attended  with  either  authority  or  profit.  It  received 
Its  death's  wound  from  a  grant  from  King  Charles  II. 
under  the  privy  (ignet,  Auguft  21,  1660,  authorizing 
Mr.  Thomas  Killigrew,  one  of  the  grooms  of  his  Ma- 
/efty's  bedchamber,  and  Sir  William  D'Avenant,  to  ere^ 
two  new  playhoufes  and  two  new  companies,  of  which 
they  were  to  have  the  regulation ;  and  prohibiting  any 
Other  theatrical  reprefentation  in  London,  Weftminiler, 
or  the  fuburbs,  but  thofe  exhibited  by  the  faid  two  com- 
panies. '*  •  . 

Among  the  papers  of  Sir  Henry  Herbert  feveral  arc 

rreferved  relative  to  his  difpoted  claim,  fome  of  which 
fhall  here  infert  in  their  order,  as  containing  fome 
cturious  and  hitherto  unknown  particulars  relative  to  the 
Itageat  this  time,  and  alfo  as  illnftrative  of  its  hiflory  at 
%  precedent  period. 
*^  L  For 
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I. 

••  For  Mr.  William  Bc^fton* 

•'  Whereas  the  allowance  of  plays,  the  ordering  of  play.* 
ers  and  playmakers,  and  the  permiffion  for  ereding  of 
playhoufes,  hath,  timeout  of  minde  whereof  the  memorjr 
of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary,  belonged  to  the  Mailer  of  hia 
Ma.""  office  of  the  Rcvells;  And  whereas  Mr.  William 
Beefton  hath  defired  authority  and  lycence  from  mee  to 
continue  the  houfe  called  Salifbury  Court  playhoufe  in  a 
playhoafe,  which  was  formerly  built  and  ereded  into  a 
playhoafe  by  the  permiffion  and  lycence  of  the  Matter 
of  the  Rcvells.  * 

«*  Thefe  are  therefore  by  virtue  of  a  grant  under  the 
greate  feal  of  England,  and  of  the  conilant  pradice 
thereof,  to  continue  and  conflitute  the  faid  houfe  called 
Salifbury  Court  playhoufe  into  a  playhoufe,  and  to 
authorize  and  lycence  the  faid  Mr.  Beefton  to  fett,  lett» 
or  ufc  it  for  a  playhoufe,  wherein  comedies,  tragedies, 
tragicomedies,  pafloralls  aud  interludes,  may  be  aded. 
Provided  that  noe  perfons  be  admitted  to  ad  in  the  faid 
playhoufe  but  fuch  as  ihall  be  allowed  by  the  Mailer  of 
iiis  Ma.tics  office  of  the  Revells.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  fcale  at  the  office  of  the  Revells,  this " 

[This  paper  appears  to  be  only  a  copy^  and  is  not  dated 
nor  figned  ;  ending  as  above.  I  believe,  it  was  written 
in  June  1660.] 

II. 

**  To  the  kings  moil  cxcellertt  Majeily^ 

♦•  The  humble   Petition  of  John  Rogers, 

•«  Moft  humbly  iheweth, 
*•  That  yoar  petitioner  at  the  beginning  of  the  hittf 
calamitys  loft  thereby  his  whole  eftate,  and  during  the 
warr  fatteyned  |nuch  detriment  and  imprifonment,  and 
loit  his  limbs  or  the  ufe  thereof;  who  ferved  his  ExceU 
lency  the  now  Lord  General,  both  in  England  and  Scot-< 
land,  and    performed  good    and  faithroll  fervice ;  in 

confideratjoa 
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(ttfifideration  whereof  and  by  being  foe  much  decreapiCi 
lis  not  to  adl  any  more  in  the  wars,  his  Excellency  wta 
favourably  pleafed,  for  your  petitioners  future  fub(i(hinc«^ 
without  being  further  bnrthenfbme  to  this  kingdom^ 
or  to  your  Majefty  for  a  penfion,  to  grant  him  a  tollera- 
lion  to  ered  a  playhoufe  or  to  have  a  (hare  oat  of  theift 
Already  tollerated,  your  petitioner  thereby  undertakih|^ 
to  fupprefs  all  riots,  camults,  or  moleftations  that  may 
thereby  arife.  And  for  that  the  faid  graant  remain^f 
imperted  unlcfs  corroborated  by  your  majefty,     ^  ' 

'*  He  therefore  humbly  implores  your  moft 
facred  Majefty,  in  tender  compafiioQ,  out 
of  your  kingly  clemency  to  confirm  unto 
him  a  (hare  out  of  the  profitts  of  the 
faid  playhottfesy  or  fuch  allowance  by 
them  to  be  given  as  formerly  they  ufed 
to  alow  to  perfons  for  to  keep  the  peace 
of  the  fame,  that  he  may  with  his  wife 
and  family  be  thereby  preferved  and  re- 
lieved in  his  maimed  aged  years  ^  and 
he  (hall  daily  pray." 

"  At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  thejthof  Auguft,  i65o- 

*•  HisMajellyis  gracioufly  pleafed  to  refer  this  petitioa 
to  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  Mailer  of  his  Majeftles  Revells, 
to  take  fuch  order  therein,  as  (hall  be  agreable  to  equity, 
vl^ithout  further  troubling  his  majefly, 

*'  (A  true  Copye.)  J.  HOLLIS*^ 

••  Augud  20,  1660.    From  the  office  of  the  Revells. 

**  In  obedience  to  his  M.t'cs  command  I  have  taken  the 
matter  of  the  Petitioners  requeft  into  confideration, 
and  doe  thercuppon  conceive  it  very  reafonable  that  the 
petitioner  (hould  have  the  fame  allowance  weekly  from 
you  and  every  of  you,  for  himfelfe  and  his  men  •,  for 
guarding  your  playhoufes  from  all    moleftations    aod 

*  It  ippears  from  another  piptr  that  hii  mtn  were  (bldier». 

injuries 
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^tijiirie8>  which  you  formerly  did  or  doe  allow  or  pay  to 
tocher  perfons  for  the  fame  or  fuch  like  fervices}  and 
^hat  it  be  duly  and  truely  paid  him  without  denial* 
^nd  the  rather  for  that    the   Kings    moil    excellent 
^a.<>e  upon  the  Lord  General  Monks  recommendation, 
and   the    confideration  of  the   Petitioners    lolTes    and 
tuflTerings,  hath  thought  fitt  to  commilTerate   the  Pe- 
titioner John-  Rogers  his  faid  condition^  and  to  refeir 
unto  me  the  relierof  the  faid  petitioner.     Given  at  hit 
Ma.tiei  office  of  the  Revells«  under  my  hand  and  the 
feale  of  the  faid  office^  the  twentieth  day  of  Auguft^  in 
the  twelve  yeare  of  his  Ma.tiei  raigne* 

<*  To  the  Adors  at  the  Playhoufes  called 
the  Red  Bull,  Cockpit,  and  theatre 
in  Salifbury  Court,  and  to  every  of 
them,  in  and  about  the  cittles  of 
London  and  Weftminder." 

III. 
•*  To  the  kings  moll  excellent  Majeftic. 
'*  The  humble  petition  of  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  Knighti 
Mafter  of  your  Majeilics  office  of  the  Revels. 

"  Shewcth, 

'•  That  whereas  your  Petitioner  by  vertue  of  feveral! 
Grants  under  the  great  feale  of  England  hath  executed 
the  faid  office,  as  Mafler  of  the  Revells,  for  about  40 
yeares,in  the  times  of  King  James,  and  of  King  Charles, 
bothof  bleifed  memory,  with  exception  only  to  the  time 
of  the  late  horrid  rebellion. 

*'  And  whereas  the  ordering  of  playes  and  playmakers 
and  the  pcrmiffion  for  credling  of  playhoufes  are  pecu- 
liar branches  of  the  faid  office,  and  in  the  conllant  pradlice 
thereof  by  your  petitioners  predeceflbrs  in  the  faid 
office  and  himfelfe,  with  exception  only  as  before  except- 
ed, and  authorized  by  grante  under  the  faid  greate 
feaJe  of  England ;  and  that  no  perfoH  or  perfons  have 
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•reded  any  playhooTes,  or  rayfed  any  compaiiy  of 
players,  without  licence  from  your  petitioners  laid  pie* 
deceflbrs  or  from  your  petitioner,  but  Sir  WiUiaa 
D'Avenant,  Knight,  who  obtained  leave  of  Oliiper  and 
Richard  Cromwell  to  vent  his  operas,  at  a  time  when 
your  petitiolier  owned  not  their  authority* 

And  whereas  your  Majefty  hath  lately  i^iiied  yoor 
nleafure  by  warrant  to  Sir  Jeffery  PalmeitKnight  and 
Bar.  yoor  Majofties  Attorney  General,  for  the  drawing 
of  a  grante  for  your  MajelUes  fignatiue  to  pafs  the  greatc 
ieale,  thereby  to  enable  and  empower  Mn  Thomas 
Killegrew  and  the  faid  Sir  William  D'Arenant  to  ered 
two  new  playhoufes  in  London,  Weftminfter,  or  the 
fubburbs  thereof,  and  to  make  choice  of  two  companies 
of  plavers  to  bee  under  theire  fole  regulation,  and  that 
noe  other  players  (hall  be  authorized  to  play  in  London, 
Weftmlnfter,  or  the  fubburbs  thereof,  but  fuch  as  the 
faid  Mr.  Killegrew  and  Sir  William  D*Avenant  fliall 
allow  of. 

*•  And  whereas  your  petitioner  hath  been  reprefented 
to  your  Ma«ty  as  a  perlon  confenting  unto  the  faid 
powers  expreifed  in  the  faid  warrant.  Your  petitioner 
utterly  denies  the  leaft  confent  or  ibre-knowledge  thereof 
but  looks  upon  it  as  an  unjuft  fnrprize,  and  delbudive 
to  the  power  granted  under  the  faid  greate  feale  to 
your  petitioner,  and  to  the  conflant  pradice  of  the  faid 
office,  and  exercifed  in  the  office  ever  fince  players 
were  admitted  by  authority  to  a£t  playcs,  and  cannot 
legally  be  done  as  your  petitioner  is  advifed ;  and  it  may 
be  of  very  ill  confequence,  as  your  petitioner  is  advifed, 
by  a  new  grante  to  take  away  and  cut  of  a  branch  of  your 
ancient  powers,  granted  to  the  faid  office  under  the 
great  feale. 

''  Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  praies  that  yoni 
Ma.^  would  be  juftly  as  eracioufly  pleaied  to  revoke  the 
faid  warrant  from  your  Ma.ties  faid  Attorney  Generally 
or  to  refer  the  premifes  to  the  coafideration  of  your 
Ma.ticBfaid  Attorney  Generally  to  certify  your  M  a.^y 
of  the  troth  of  them,  and  his  judgement  on  the  whole 
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aitters  in  qoeftion  betwixt  the  faid  Mn  KUIegrew^  Sir 
William  D' A venant,  and  your  petitioner,  in  relation  tm 
the  legality  and  confequence  of  their  demands  and  your 
petitioners  rights. 

*'  And  your  petittoaer  fhalleverprajr.*' 

**  At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  4  Aoguft,  1660. 

'*  His  Ma»^  is  pleafed  to  refer  this  petition  to  Sir 
Jefiery  Palmer,  Knight  and  Baronet,  his  Ma.ties  Attor* 
ney  Generall ;  whohaveing  called  before  him  all  perfons 
concerned,  and  examined  the  petitioners  right,  is  to  cer« 
tify  what  he  finds  to  be  the  true  (late  of  the  matters  in 
difference,  together  with  his  opinion  thereupon.  And 
then  his  M.tle  will  declare  his  further  pleafure. 

EDW,  NICHOLAS/' 

*•  May  it  pleafe  yonr  moft  excellent  Ma.ty. 

"  Although  I  have  heard  the  parties  concerned  in  this 
petition  feverally  and  apart,  yet  in  refped  Mr.  Killigrew 
and  Sir  William  D'Avenant,haTing  notice  of  a  time  ap« 
pointed  to  heare  all  parties  together*  did  not  ceme,  I 
have  forborne  to  proceed  further ;  havingalfo  receaved  an 
intimation,  by  letter  from  Sir  William  D'Avenant,  that 
I  was  freed  from'further  hearing  this  matter. 

"  14  Sept.  1660.  J.  PALMER." 

IV. 

''  From  Mr.  Mofely  concerning  the  playes,  8cCm 
Auguft  30,  1660  . 
"  Sir, 
•*  I  have  beene  very  much  folicited  by  the  gentlemen 
ftdors  of  the  Red  Bull  for  a  note  under  my  hand  to  cer- 
tifie  unto  your  worfhp.  what  agreement  I  had  made  with 
Mr.  Rhodes  of  the  Cockpitt  playhoufe.    Truly,  Sir,  I 
am  fo  farr  from  any  agreement  with  him,  that  I  never  to 
much  as  treated  with  him,  nor  with  any  from  him,  nei- 

'  Thii  is  the  indorfemeot,  written  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert'i  owa 
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tkerdid  I  ever  conient  diicaif  or  indireaif ,  thatW(, 
or  any  others  ihocild  ad  any  playes  that  doe  belong  to 
■lee,  without  mv  knowledge  and  confent  had  and  procn- 
ted.     And  the  fame  aUb  I   doe  certify  concerning  the 
Whiteiryen  playhoofe  *  and  j^yers. 

Sir,  this  if  all  I  have  to  trouble  yoa  withall  att  prefent, 
and  therefore  I  fhall  take  the  boldncflfe  to  remaine, 

Yoor  Worfh.*  moft  humble  Senrant« 

HUMPHREY  MOSELY. 
Aogoft  50.    60  V 

V. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  Angnft,  1660,  the  following  grants 
againft  which  Sir  Henry  Herbert  had  petitioned  to  be 
heard,  paiTcd  the  privy  ^gnet. 

"  Charles  the  Second  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  th* 
faych,  &c.  to  all  to  whome  thefe  prefents  (hall  come 
greeting.  Whereas  wee  are  given  to  underftand  that 
certain  perfons  in  and  about  our  citty  of  London,  or  the 
fuburbs  thereof,  doe  frequently  affemble  for  the  perform* 
inff  and  ading  of  playes  and  enterludes  for  rewards,  to 
which  divers  of  our  fubjcAs  doe  for  their  entertainment 
refort ;  which  faid  playes,  as  we  are  informed,  doe  con- 
taine  much  matter  of  prophanation  and  fcurrility,  foe 
that  fuch  kind  ufcitcrtainments,  which,  if  well  managed, 
might  (crvc  a^  morall  indrudions  in  humane  life,  as 
the  fame  are  now  ufed,  doe  for  the  moft  part  tende  to  the 
debauchinge  of  the  manners  of  fuch  as  are  prefent  at 
them,  and  are  very  fcandalous  and  ofFenfive  to  all  pious 
and  well  difpofed  perfons.  We,  takcing  the  premiffes 
into  our  princely  confjderation,  yett  not  holdine  it  ne- 
ceftary  totally  to  fuppreffe  the  ufe  of  theaters,  becaufe 
wee  are  aftured,  that,  if  the  evill  and  fcandall  in  the 
playes  that  now  are  or  haue  bin  aded  were  taken  away, 

*  !.  ••  the  playhoufe  in  Stliflbury  Court. 

*  The  4tte  infertcd  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert. 

the 
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tB^fame  might  ferae  as  innocent  and  harxnlefTe  diner^ 
tiferaent  for  many  of  oar  fabjeds ;  and  haueine  expe- 
rience of  the  art  and  (kill  of  our  trafty  and  well  beloaed 
TKomas  Killegrew,  efq.  one  of  the  Groomes  of  our  Bed- 
chamber, and  of  Sir  William  Danenant,  knight,  for 
the  porpofes  hereafter  mentioned,  doc  hereby  giue  and 
grante  vnto  the  faid  Thomas  Kille^w  and  Sir  NVilliam 
Dauenant  full  power  and  authority  to  creSt  two  com- 
panies of  players,  confiflinge  refpedively  of  foch  per* 
Ions  as  they  ihall  chafe  and  ap})oint,  and  to  purchafe^ 
builde  and  eredt,  or  hire  at  their  charge,  as  they  fhall 
thinke  fitt,  two  houfes  or  theaters,  with  all  convenient 
roomes  and  other  neceflaries  thereunto  appertaining,  for 
th^  reprefentation  of  tragydies,  comedyes,  playes, 
operas,  and  all  other  entertainments  of  that  nature,  ia 
convenient  places  :  and  likewife  to  fettle  and  eftablifli 
foch  payments  to  be  paid  by  thofe  that  fhall  refort  to  fee 
the  laid  reprefentations  performed,  as  either  haue  bin 
afbenftomely  giuen  and  taken  in  the  like  kind,  or  as  (hall 
be  reafonable  in  regard  of  the  great  expences  of  so  b  n  e8> 
muiick,  and  fnch  new  decorations  at  haae  not  bin  fon> 
ffi^ly  ufed ;  with  further  power  to  make  fnch  allowances 
out  of  that  which  they  (hau  fo  receiue^  to  the  a£^ors,  and 
other  peribns  employed  in  the  faid  reprefentations  in 
both  hoofes  refpedively,  as  they  (hall  think  fitt :  the  faid 
companies  to  be  under  the  gouernement  and  authority 
of  them  the  faid  Thomas  Killigrew  and  Sir  William 
Dauenant.  And  in  regard  of  the  extraordinary  licen- 
tioafnefs  that  hath  been  lately  ufed  in  things  of  this 
nature,  our  pleafure  is,  that  there  (hall  be  noe  more 
places  of  reprefentations,,  nor  companies  of  adors  of 
playes,  or  operas  by  recitative,  muiick,  or  reprefenta- 
00ns  by  danceing  and  fcenes,  or  any  other  entertain* 
ments  on  the  (lage,  in  our  citties  of  London  and  Weft* 
minder,  or  in  the  liberties  of  them,  then  the  two  to  be 
now  ereded  by  vertue  of  this  authority.  Neverthelefs 
wee  doe  hereby  by  our  authority  royal  dridly  enjoine 
the  faid  Thomas  Killcgrcw  and  iiir  William  Dauenant, 
that  they  doe  not  at  any  time  hereafter  caufe  to  ba  aded 
R  3  or 
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or  rtprefenud  anjr  plAy«  enterlade,  or  opera,  contaamag 
any  macter  of  piophanatioa,  fcarrility  or  obfccoity : 
And  woe  doc  fartker  kereby  aothorize  and  comnaM 
them  the  (aid  Thonas  Kiilegrew  aad  Sir  Williaaa 
Daaenaat  to  peraft  aU  playea  that  hane  been  formerly 
written,  and  to  eimnge  all  pfophaaefle  and  Scurrility 
from  the  fame,  before  they  be  reprefented  or  aded.  And 
thit  our  grante  aad  aathority  made  to  the  faid  Thomas 
Killcgiew  and  Sir  William  Daoenant,  fhall  be  effedaall 
and  remaine  ia  foil  force  and  vertiie,  notwithftandiag 
any  form^  order  or  direAion  by  nt  given,  for  the  fap*  . 
pnrffing  of  playhoofet  and  playes,  or  any  other  enter* 
tainxnenttoltheftace.    Girei^  5sc.  Augiiftai,  i66o." 

VI. 

The  following  paper  is  indorfed  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert : 

«  Warrant  fent  to  Rhodes,  and  brought  backe  by 
him  the  I  o  of  Odoh.  Co,  with  this  anfwer— 
Thai  the  Kinge  did  Authorize  biM^'* 

«•  Whereas  by  vertue  of  a  grante  under  the  great  foido 
of  England,  playes,  players  and  playmakers,  and  the 
permimoa  for  ereding  of  piaykoufes,  have  been  allowed, 
ordered  and  permitted  by  the  M  afters  of  his  Matics  office 
of  theRevells,  my  predeceiTors  fucceffively^  time  out  of 
minde,  whereof  the  memory  of  man  is  not  to  the  con- 
trary, and  by  mee  for  almoft  forty  yeares,  with  exception 
only  to  the  late  times : 

•«  Thefc  are  therefore  in  his  Mati"  name  to  reqaire  yon 
to  attend  mee  concerning  your  playhoufo  called  the 
Cockpitt  plavhoufe  in  Drurv  Jiane,  and  to  bring  with 
von  fuch  authority  as  you  have  for  ereding  of  the  faid 
houfe  into  a  playhoufe,  at  your  perill.  Given  -at 
his  Ma.tica  office  of  the  Revells  the  8th  day  of  Odob. 
i66o, 

HENRY  HERBERT/' 

**  To  Mr.  John  Rhodes  at  the  Cockpitt 
playhonfo  in  Drury  Lane." 
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VII. 

Copy  of  the  Warrant  fent  to  the  adors  at  the  Cockpitt  ia 

Druiy  Lane  by  Tom  Browne,  the  13  O6bob.  60. 

**  Whereas  feverall  complaints  have  been  made  againft 
you  to  the  Kings  moft  excellent  Majefty  by  Mr.  Slilie- 
grew  and  Sir  Wilham  D'Avenant,  concerning  the  un* 
uAiall  and  unreafonable  rates  taken  at  your  plavhoufe* 
doores,  of  the  jefpeftive  perfons  of  quality  that  oeiire  to 
refrefhor  improve  themfelves  by  the  fight  of  your  morrall 
entertainments  which  were  conftituted  for  profitt  and  de- 
light. And  the  faid  complaints  made  ufe  of  by  the  (kid 
Mr.  Killegrew  and  Sir  William  Davenant  as  oart  q£ 
their  fuggeftions  for  their  pretended  power^  and  for  your 
late  reibainte. 

*'  And  whereas  complaints  have  been  made  thereof 
formerly  to  mee,  wherewith  you  were  acquainted,  as 
innovations  and  exadions  not  allowed  by  mee;  and  that 
the  like  complaints  are  now  made,  that  yon  doe  prance 
the  faid  exadions  in  takeingof  exceffive  and  unaccuftom« 
ed  rates  uppon  the  rellitution  of  you  to  your  liberty. 

*'  Thele  are  therefore  in  his  Ma.ties  name  to  require 
yon  and  e  /  ^ry  of  vou  to  take  from  the  perfons  of  qualitie 
and  others  as  daily  frequent  your  play-houfe,  fuch  ufuall 
and  accuilomed  rates  only  as  were  formerly  taken  at. 
the  filackfryers  by  the  late  company  of  aaors  there^ 
and  noe  more  nor  otherwife,  for  every  new  or  old  play 
that  (hall  be  allowed  you  by  the  Matter  of  the  Revells 
to  be  ^Gtcd  in  the  faid  playhoufe  or  any  other  playhoufe^ 
jiiui  yofi  are  berehy  further  required  t9  bringe  or  fende  t4 
me  all  fuch  old  plaiet  as  you  d^e  intend  io  a&  at  your  faid 
playhoufe^  that  they  may  he  reformed  of  fmf banes  and 
ribaldry  t  at  your  perilU  Given  at  the  office  of  the  Revells  *• 

HENRY  HERBERT/^ 

"  To  Mr.  Michael  Mohun,  and  the 
reft  of  the  adors  of  the  Cockpitt 
playhoufe  in  Drury  Lane.     Th9 
ijch  of  Odlober,  1660.'* 

I  The  words  in  ItaJick  chara^ers  were  added  by  Sir  Henry  Her- 
bert's own  hand. 

R  4  VJII. 


24S      arsTtnicAi.  A'OCoimT' 

VIII. 
<'  To  the  Kings  moft  excellent  Majeftie. 

^<  The  humble  Petition  of  Michael  Mohan,  Robert  Shat- 
tered Charles  Hart,  Nich.  Bart,  Wm.  Cartwright* 
Walter  Clan,  and  William  Winterfell. 

*•  Hnmbly  (heweth« 

"  That  yoarMajefties  humble  petitioners,  haying  been 
fimpreft  by  a  warrant  from  your  Majeftie,  Sir  Henry 
Herbert  informed  ns  it  was  Mr.  Killegrew  had  caufed  it» 
and  if  wee  wocld  give  him  foe  much  a  weeke,  he  woold 
proted  them  againft  Mr.  Killegrew  and  all  powers.  The. 
complaint  agamfl  us  was,  fcandalous  plays,  railing  the 
price,  and  acknowledging  noe  authority ;  all  which  end^ 
ed  in  foe  much  per  weeke  to  him ;  for  which  wee  had 
leave  to  play  and  promife  of  his  protection :  the  which 
your  Majefty  knows  he  was  not  able  to  performe,  fince  Mr. 
xCillegrew,  having  your  Majedics  former  grante,  fup- 
preft  us,  nntill  wee  had  by  covenant  obliged  ourfelves  to 
ad  with  woEMEN,  a  new  theatre,  and  habicts  accord- 
ing to  our  scEAN  ES.  And  according  to  your  Majefties 
approbation,  from  all  the  companies  we  made  ele6lion  of 
one  company  ;  and  fo  farre  Sir  Henry  Herbert  hath  bene 
from  protecting  us,  that  he  hath  been  a  continual  diftur- 
bance  unto  us,  who  were  [united]  by  your  Majeftics 
commande  under  Mr.  Killegrew  as  Maiter  of  your  Ma- 
jellies  Comedians ;  and  wee  have  annext  unto  our  peti- 
tion the  date  of  the  warrant  by  which  we  were  fupprcft, 
and  for  a  protection  againlt  that  warrant  he  forced  from 
ns  foe  much  a  weeke.  And  if  your  majeftie  begraci-* 
oudy  pleafed  to  caft  your  eye  upon  the  date  of  the  war- 
ri^nt  hereto  annext,  your  majeltie  (hall  find  the  date  to 
our  contract  (ucceeded;  wherein  he  hath  broke  the 
covenants,  and  not  your  petitioners,  haveing  abufed 
your  majeftie  in  giveing  an  ill  character  of  your  petition. 
era,  only  to  force  a  fum  from  theiie  poore  endeavours ; 
who  never  did  nor  ihall  refofe  him  ail  the  refeits  and 
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jaft  profitts  that  belong  to  his  place  ;  hee  having  now 
obtained  leave  to  arreft  us,  only  to  give  trouble  and  vex- 
ation to  your  petitioners,  hopeing  by  that  meanes  ta 
force  a  fumme  of  money  illegally  from  us. 

•'  The  premifes  confidercd,  your  petitioners  }ium- 
bly  befeech  your  majeflie   to  be  gratioufly 

E leafed  to  fignify  your  royal  pleafurc  lo  the 
.ord  Chamberlaine,  that  your  petitioners 
may  not  bee  moleiled  In  their  calling.  And 
your  petitioners  in  duty  bound  ihall  pray,. 
&c.  • 

«'  Nich.  Burt.  "  Robt.  Shattcrel  V 

William  Winterfliall. 
Charles  Hart." 


Mr.  Thomas  Betterton,  having  been  a  great  admirer 
of  Shalcfpeare,  and  having  taken  the  trouble  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  when  he  was  above  feventy 
years  of  age,  of  travelling  to  Stratford-upon-Avon  to 
collect  materials  for  Mr.  Rowe's  life  of  our  author,  is 
entitled  to  particular  notice  from  an  editor  of  his  works. 
Very  inaccurate  accounts  of  this  aftor  have  been  given 
in  the  Biographia  Britannic  a  and  feveral  other  books. 
It  is  obfeivable  that  biographical  writers  often  give  the 
world  long  diiTertations  concerning  fadls  and  dates,  when^ 
the  fa^conteded  might  at  once  be  afcertained  by  vifiting 
a  neighbouring  parifh-church :  and  this  has  been  particu- 
larly the  cafe  of  Mr.Bettcrton,  He  was  the  Ton  of  Matthew 
Bettertoii  (under-cook  to  King  Charles  the  Firft)  and  was 
baptized,  as  I  learn  from  the  regider  of  St.  Margaret^t 
pariih,  Augull  II,  1635.  He  could  not  have  appeared 
on  the  ftage  in  1656,  as  has  been  aiTerted,  no  theatre 
being  then  allowed.  His  firfl  appearance  was  at  the 
Cockpit,  in  Drury  Lane,  in  Mr.  Rnodes's  company,  who 
played  there  by  a  licenfe  in  the  year  1659,  when  Better- 

«  Michael  Mohun,  William  Cartwri^htj  and  Walter  Clan  did  not 
fign. 

ton 
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ton  wu  twenty-fear  years  of  age.  Me  married  Ifn. 
Mar^  Sanndenon»  an  aArefs^  who  had  beea  bred  by  Sbt 
William  D'Ayenaat»  fome  time  in  the  year  1663,  at 
appears  by  the  Dramatis  Ftrfin^t  of  The  Slighted  Maid^ 
printed  in  that  year '.  From  a  pa^  now  before  me 
which  Sir  Heniy  Herbert  has  entitled  a  Breviat  of 
matters  to  be  proved  on  the  uial  of  an  a^ion  brought  by 
him  againft  Mr.  Betterton  in  1662,  i  find  that  he  con-* 
tinuedto  adt  at  the  Cockpit  till  November  \66o,  when 
he  and  feveral  other  performers  entered  into  articles 
with  Sir  William  D'Avenant ;  in  confeqaence  of  which 
they  began  in  that  month  to  play  at  the  theatre  in  Salii^ 
bury  Court,  from  whence  after  fome  tine*  I  believe, 
they  returned  to  the  Cockpit,  and  afterwards  removed 
to  a  new  theatre  in  Portugal -Row  near  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields.     1  hefe  Articles  were  as  follows : 

ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT  tripartite,  in- 
dented, made*  and  agreed  upon  this  fifth  day  of  Novem* 
ber  in  the  twelfth  yeere  of  the  reigne  of  our  ibvereigne 
Lord  kiae  Charles  the  Second,  Annoque  Domini  1660, 
between  Sir  Wm.  Davenant  of  London,  Kt.  of  the  fidl 
part,  and  Thomas  fiacterton,  Thomas  Sheppey,  Robert 
Noakes,  Janoes  Noakes,  Thomas  Lovell,  John  Mofeley* 
Cave  Underhiil,  Robert  Turner,  and  Thomas  Lilleibn, 
oi  the  fecond  part ;  and  Henry  Harris  of  the  citty  of 
London,  painter,  of  the  third  part,  as  fbUoweth. 

s  This  cekbrated  ador  contmoed  on  the  ftage  fifty  yean,  and  died 
inteftate  in  April  1710.  No  pcrfon  appeart  to  have  adminiftcred  to 
him*  Such  wai  hif  extreme  modefty,  that  not  long  before  his  death 
«  he  confefTcd  that  he  was  yet  learning  to  be  an  ador.'*  Hit 
wife  fiinrived  him  two  yeart«  By  her  laft  will,  which  was  made» 
March  10,  1711-11,  and  proved  in  the  following  month,  (he  be- 
queathed to  Mrs.  Mary  Head,  her  lifter,  and  to  two  other  perTonsy 
20U  apiece,  **  to  be  paid  out  of  the  arrears  of  the  penfion  which  her 
Majefty  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  her  j"  to  Mrs.  Anne 
Beecereon,  Mr.  Wilks,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Dogget,  and  Mrs.  Brace- 
girdir,  twenty  (hillings  each  for  rings,  and  to  her  rcliduary  legatee 
Mrs.  Frances  Williamfon,  the  wife  of  WiUiamfuo,  <*  her  dearly 

beloved  hufl)aod*s  pi^ure/* 

Mrs.  Mary  Head  muft  have  been  Mr.  Betterton^s  After  s  for  Mrt« 
fiet(ercoa*s  own  name  was  Mary. 

Imprimis^ 
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Imfrimti,  the  laid  Sir  William  Davenant  doth  for 
kimiclf^  his  executors,  adminiftraton  and  affigns,  core* 
iiant»  profliiie,  graat,  and  agree,  to  and  witii  the  faid 
Thomas  Batterton,  Thomas  Sheppey,  Robert  Noakes, 
James  Noakes,  Thomas  LoYell,  John  Mofele/,  Cave 
IMerhill,  Robert  Tomer,  and  Thomas  Lilfefton,  that 
he  the  faid  Sir  William  Davenant  by  vertne  of  the 
authority  to  him  detrred  for  that  parpoTe  does  hereby 
coiiAitute^  ordeine  and  eredt  them  the  faid  Thomas 
BattertOQ,  Thomas  Sheppey,  Robert  Noakes,  James 
^^>akes,  Thomas  Lovell,  John  Mofeley,  Care  under- 
hi>I,  Robert  Torner,  and  Thomas  Lilleflon  and  their 
affociates,  to  bee  a  company,  pabtiqaely  to  ad  all  manner 
of  tragedies,  comedies,  and  playes  whatiberer,  in  any 
theatre  or  playhoufe  credied  in  London  or  Weftminfter 
or  the  fubiirbs  thereof,  and  to  take  the  afoal  rates  for 
the  fame,  to  the  uies  hereafter  expreft,  antili  the  faid 
Sir  William  Davenant  ihall  provide  a   newe  theatre 

with    SCENES. 

Item,  it  is  agreed  by  and  between  all  the  faid  parties 
to  theie  presents,  that  the  faid  company  (antili  the  faid 
theatre  bee  provided  by  the  faid  Sir  William  Davenant) 
be  authoneed  by  him  to  ad  tragedies,  comedies,  and 
playes  in  the  playhoufe  called  Saixfbury  Court  play« 
hooie,  or  any  other  houfe,  upon^the  conditions  only  here* 
after  following,  vizt. 

That  the  generall  receipte  of  money  of  the  faid  play- 
hopfe  fhall  (after  the  houfe-rent,  hirelings*,  and  all 
other  accolbmary  and  neceHary  expences  in  that  kind 
be  defrayed)  bee  divided  into  fowerteene  proportions 
or  ftiares,  whereof  the  faid  Sir  William  Davenant  ftall 
haw  fbore  full  proportions  or  (hares  to  his  own  tife,  and 
the  reft  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  companie. 

That  dureinge  the  time  of  playing  in  the  faid  play- 
houfe, (untill  the  aforefaid  theatre  l^e  provided  by  the 
(aid  Sir  Wm.  Davenant,)  the  faid  Sir  Wm.  Davenant 

^  \,  e.  mm  hired  occafionally  by  tht  night :  In  modem  langoagey 

fhaU 
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flttU  depote  ike  faidThomai  Battertoo,  James  Noftkes, 
and  Thomas  Shcppey,  or  any  oae  of  tl^m  pardcularly, 
for  him  and  oo  his  behalfe,  to  receive  his  proportioii  of 
thoTe  (hares  and  to  fiirvey  the  accoropte  condnceinge 
thereoDtOy  auid  to  pay  the  faid  proportions  every  night 
to  him  the  faid  Sir  Wm«  Davenant  or  his  affignes,  which 
they  doe  hereby  covenant  to  pay  accordingly. 

That  the  (aid  Thomas  Batterton,  Thomas  Sheppey, 
and  the  reft  of  the  faid  company  (hall  admit  fuch  a  €on« 
fort  of  ma(iciens  into  the  faid  playhoufe  for  their  ncceP* 
fary  ufe,  as  the  faid  Sir  William  (hall  nominate  and- 
provide,duringe  their  pUyinge  in  the  faid  playhonfe,  not 
exceedinge  the  rate  of  30s.  the  day,  to  bee  defrayed  ont 
of  the  generall  expences  of  the  houfe  before  the  fiiid 
fowcrtecne  (hares  bee  devided. 

"  That  the  faid  Thomas  Batterton,  Thomas  Sheppey, 
and  the  reil  of  the  faid  companie  foe  authorized  to  play 
in  the  playhoufe  in  Salifbury  Court  or  elfewhere,  as 
aforefaid,  ihall  at  one  weeks  warninge  given  by  the  faid 
Sir  Wm.  Davcnant,  his  heires  or  affignes,  diAblve  and 
conclude  their  playeing  at  the  houfe  and  place  aforefaid, 
or  at  any  other  houfe  where  they  (hall  play,  and  (hall 
remove  and  joyne  with  the  faid  Henry  Harris,  and  with 
other  men  and  women  provided  or  to  bee  provided  by 
the  faid  Sir  Wm.  Davenant,  to  performe  fuch  tragedies, 
comedies,  playes,  and  reprefentations  in  that  theatre  * 
to  be  provided  by  him  the  faid  Sir  William  as  afore- 
faid. 

Jtim,  It  is  agreed  by  and  betweene  all  the  faid  parties 
to  thefe  preients  in  manner  and  form  foHowinge,  vizt. 
That  when  the  faid  companie,  together  with  the  faid 
Henry  Harris,  are  joyned  with  the  men  and  women  to 
be  provided  b^  the  faid  Sir  William  Davenant  to  a6l 
and  performe  in  the  faid  theatre  to  bee  provided  by  the 
faid  Sir  Wm.  Davenant,  that  the  generall  receipte  of 
the  faid  theatre  (the  eenerall  expence  firft  beinge  deduc- 
ted) (hall  bee  devided  into  fifteene  (hares  or  proportions, 
whereof  two  (hares  or  proportions  (hall  bee  paid  to  the 
faid  Sir  Wm*  Davenant,  his  executors,  adminiibrators,  or 

aflignesji 
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afllgpea; 'towards  the  houfe-rent^  boildingey  fcaflbldinge, 
and  makeing  of  frames  for  scENESf  and  one  other  (hare 
or  proportion  (hall  likewife  bee  paid  to  the  faid  Sir 
William,  his  executors,  adminiilracurs  and  aifignes,  for 
provifion  of  habitts,  properties,  and  scenes,  for  a  fup- 
plement  of  the  faid  theatre. 

That  the  other  twelve  (hares  (after  all  expences  of 
men  hir^linges  and  other  caftomary  expences  dedudled) 
ihall  bee  devided  into  feaven  and  five  (hares  or  propor^ 
tions,  whereof  the  faid  SirWm.D'Avenant,  his  executors, 
adminilirators,  or  affigns,  (hall  have  feaven  (hares  or 
proportions,  to  mainteine  all  the  women  that  are  to 
perfcH-me  or  reprefent  womens  parts  in  the  afbrefaid 
tragedies,  comedies,  playes,  or  reprefentations ;  and 
in  confideration  of  eredinge  and  eftabli(hinge  them 
to  bee  a  companie,  and  his  the  faid  6ir  Wms.  paines 
and  expences  to  that  purpofe  for  many  yeeres.  And 
the  other  hvc  of  the  faid  Ihares  or  proportions  is  to  bee ' 
devided  amongft  the  reft  of  the  perfons  [parties]  to  theis 
prefents,  whereof  the  faid  Henry  Harris  is  to  have  an 
ecpial  (hare  with  the  greateft  proportion  in  the  faid  6^6 
ihares  or  proportions. 

.  That  tne  generall  receipte  of  the  faid  theatre  (from 
and  after  fuch  time  as  the  (aid  Companie  have  performed 
their  playein^e  in  Salifbury  Court,  or  in  any  other  play- 
houfe,  accordme  to  and  noe  longer  than  the  tyme  allow- 
ed by  him  the  uid  William  as  aforefaid)  (hall  bee  by 
ballatine,  or  tickets  fealed  for  all  doores  and  boxes. 

That  Sir  Wm.  Davenant,  his  executors,  admini(lra« 
tors  or  aflignes,  (hall  at  the  generall  chardge  of  the  whole 
receipte  provide  three  perfons  to  receive  money  for  the 
faid  tickets,  in  a  roome  adjoyning  to  the  faid  theatre  j 
and  that  the  aftors  in  the  faid  theatre,  nowe  parties  to 
thefe  prefents,  who  are  concerned  in  the  faid  five  (hares 
or  proportions,  (hall  dayly  or  weekely  appoint  two  or 
three  of  themfelves,  or  the  men  hirelings  deputed  by 
them,  to  fit  with  the  aforefaid  three  perfons  appointed  by 
the  faid  Sir  William,  that  they  may  furvey  or  give  an 
accompt  of  the  money  received  for  the  faid  tickets: 

That 
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That  the  faid  feaven  (hares  (hall  bee  paid  aightiv  bffhe 
(aid  three  perfons  by  the  faid  Sir  Wm.  deputed^  ^^)>f 
anie  of  thein»  to  him  thi  faid  Sir  Wm.  his  executors^ 
adminiftratorsy  or  aflignes. 

That  the  faid  Sir  William  Davenant  (hall  appoint 
half  the  number  of  the  door-keepers  nece/Tary  (or  tl»e 
receipt  of  the  faid  tickets  for  doores  and  boxes,  the 
wardrobe-keeper»  barber,  and  all  other  neceflary  per* 
ions  as  hee  the  faid  Sir  Wm.  (hall  think  Htt»  and  their 
iallary  to  bee  defrayed  at  the  publique  chardge,         "- 

That  when  any  (barer  amongft  the  aAors  of  '^e 
aforefaid  (hares»  and  parties  to  thefe  prefents^  (faall  4yc, 
that  then  the  faid  Sir  Wm.  Davenant,  his .  ezeeatsM^s, 
admini^rators  or  affignes,  (hall  have  the  denomziiatfbn 
and  appointment  of  the  fucce(ibr  and  fncceflbrs.  Ahd 
likewife  that  the  wages  of  the  men  hirelings  (hail  i>e 
appointed  and  edabUfhed  by  the  faid  Sir  Wm.  DiKV^* 
nant,  his  executors,  adminiHrators,  or  affignes.  ^ 

That  the  faid  Sir  Wm.  Davenant,  his  exetntiics, 
ndminiftrators,  or  aflignes,  (hall  not  bee  obliged  o^t  of 
the  (hares  or  proportions  allowed  to  him  for  the  fup{4^. 
inge  of  cloathes,  habitts,  and  feezes,  to  provide  oytlker 
hatts,  feathers,  gloves,  ribbons,  fworde -belts ,^  bands, 
ftockings,  or  (hoes,  for  any  of  the  men  adU>r8  afbrefaid» 
nnles  it  be  a  properties 

I'hat  a  private  boxe  bee  provided  and  eibtbli(hed  fbr 
the  ufe  of  Thomas  Killigrew,  £fq.  one  of  the  ^ootaiet 
of  his  Ma.tiea  bedchamber,  fofficient  to  conteme  fiipe 
perfons,  into  which  the  faid  Mr.  Killigrew,  and  fucK  ks 
he  (hall  appoint,  (hall  have  liberty  to  enter  without  asly 
iallary  or  pay  for  their  entrance  intofuch  a  placet^ 
the  faid  theatre  as  the  faid  Sir  Wm.  Davenant,  his 
heires,  executors,  adminillrators,  or  aflignes^  (hall 
appoint. 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Batterton,  Thomas  Sheppey, 
Robert  Noakes,  James  Noakes,  Thomas  Lovell,  John 
Mofeley,  Cave  Underbill,  Robert  Turner,  and  Tbo- 
Bias  Lillefton,  doe  hereby  for  themfelves  covenant, 
pronife^  grant  and  agree>  to  and  with  the  faid  Sir 

W.D. 
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W«  D«  his  czecvtors,  adminiftratore,  aad  mffgiies, 
by  tlieic  pre£eau»  that  they  and  every  of  them  (hall 
become  bound  to  the  faid  Sir  Wm.  Davenant,  in  a 
bond  of  5000I.  conditioned  for  the  performance  of  thefe 
preientf.  And  that  erery  facceflbr  to  any  part  of  th« 
{aid  ive  Shares  or  proportions  ihall  enter  into  the  like 
bonds  before  hee  or  they  (ball  bee  admitted  to  fiiare  ani« 
part  or  proportion  of  the  faid  ihares  or  proportions. 

And  the  laid  Henry  Harris  doth  hereby  for  himfelf 
his  executors*  admintitrators,  and  affignes,  covenant^ 
promife,  grant  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  faid  Sir  Wm« 
DaTcnant,  iiia  executors,  adminiftrators,  and  affignes^ 
by  thefe  prefents,  that  hee  the  faid  Henry  Harris  ihall 
within  one  weeke  alter  the  notice  given  by  Sir  Wm* 
I>avenant  for  the  condudinge  of  the  playeinge  at 
Saliibory  Court  or  any  other  houfe  elle  abovefaidy 
become  bound  to  the  faid  Sir  Wm«  Davenant  in  a  bond 
of  soool.  conditioned  for    the  performance  of  thefe 

iprelentj].  And  that  evey  fuccefibr  to  any  of  the  faid 
YP  (hares  ihall  enter  into  the  like  bond,  before  hee  or 
t^y  ihall  bee  admitted  to  have  any  part  or  proportion 
iji  the  faid  five  (hares. 

:)  fi^^  ^t  is  routaally  agreed  by  and  betweene  all  the 
Mrties  to  thefe  prefents,  that  the  faid  Sir  William 
Davenant  alone  (hall  bee  Mailer  and  Superior,  and  (hall 
from  time  to  time  have  the  fole  government  of  the  (aid 
Xlipmas  fiatterton,  Thomas  Sheppey,  Robert  Noakes^ 
James  Noakes,  Thomas  Lovell,  John  Mofeley,  Cave 
Underhill,  Robert  Turner  and  Thomas  Lillefton,  and 
alio  of  the  faid  Henry  Harris,  and  their  aiTociates,  in  re« 
lation  to  the  playes  ^play -houfe]  by  thefe  prefents  agreed 
to  bee  ereded. 


Oa  the  i^th  of  Nov.  1660,  Sir  William  D'Avenant't 
company  began  to  a£k  under  thefe  articles  at  the  theatre 
in  Sali(bury  Court,  at  which  hoofe  or  at  the  Cockpit  they 
continued  to  play  till  March  or  April  i66j*  In  O^ober 
i660j  Sir  Henry  Herbert  had  brought  an  aftion  on  the 
4  caft 
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cafe  mgainfb  Mr.  Mohun  and  fereral  others  of  Killigrev^ 
company  9  which  was  tried  in  December  1661 ,  far  repre«* 
fenung  plays  withoat  being  licenfed  by  him,  and  obtained 
a  verdift  againft  them,  as  appears  from  a  paper  which  I 
fliail  infert  in  its  proper  place.  Encouraged  by  his  fac^ 
cefs  in  that  fait,  foon  after  D* Avenant's  company  opeftei 
their  new  theatre  in  Portugal  Row,  he  brought  a  iimiltf 
adion  (May  6»  1662,)  againft  Mr.  Betterton,  of  whidi 
I  know  not  the  event*.  In  the  declaration,  now  before 
sne,  it  is  flated  that  D'Avenant's  company,  between  the 
15th  of  November  1660,  and  the  6th  of  May  1662,  pro- 
doced  ten  new  plays  and  100  revived  plays  ;  but  the  latter 
number  being  the  ufual  dyle  of  declarations  at  law,  may 
have  been  inlerted  without  a  flridt  regard  to  the  fad. 

Sir  Henry  Herbert  likewife  brought  two  anions  on 
the  fame  ground  againil  Sir  William  Davenant,  in  one 
of  which  he  failed,  and  in  the  other  was  fuccefsfuL 
To  put  an  end  to  the  contefl.  Sir  William  in  June  166a 
befought  the  king  to  interfere. 


•«  To  the  Kings  mod  Sacred  Majefty. 

*•  The  humble  petition  of  Sir  William  Davenant,  Knight« 

'«  Sheweth, 
**  That  your  petitioner  has  bin  molefted  by  Sir  Henry 
Harbert  with  feveral profecutions  at  law. 

•  From  a  paper  which  Sir  Henry  Herbert  has  entitled  "  ji  Briveat** 
of  matters  to  be  proved  on  this  trial,  it  appears  that  he  was  po^Tencd 
of  the  Office-books,  of  his  predeceffors,  Mr.  Tilney  and  Sir  George 
Buc}  for,  among  other  points  of  which  proof  was  intended  to  be  pro- 
duced, he  dates,  that  '*  Several  plays  were  allowed  by  Mr.  Tilney  ia 
2598,  which  is  62  years  fince  : 

^!^i!'^^:L   jAUowcd  to  b.  .acdin  .59S. 
M  n-  L    J  r    J  I'  \     See  the  bookes. 

King  and  no  King  allowed  to  be  a^ed  in7  aii        j   l     c* 
i6ii,  and  the  lame  to  be  printed.  i/#FF  >'v>°'^*'*  ^^  I'l, 
M^/e/?i/i/wr/o  and  hundreds  more,  i  George  Buck. 

That 
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.  jL^^PlMIt  tfaofe  profecations  have  not  proceeded  by  your 
b^l^eri  default  of  pot  paying  the  faid  Henry  Harbert 
hi*,  pretended  fca,  (he  never  having  fent  for  any  to  your 
petitioner,)  but  becaufe  your  petitioner  hath  publiquely 
prefented  plaies ;  notwithflanding  he  is  authoriz'd  there* 
u|^  by  pattent  from  your  Majeities  moft  royall  Father^ 
and  by  ^veral  warrants  under  your  Majeflies  royal  hand 
and  fignet. 

^^  Tha(  yoar  petitioner  (to  prevent  being  out-law'd)  has 
bin  inforc'd  to  anjWer  him  m  two  tryals  at  law,  in  one 
of  which,  at  Weftminiler,  your  petitioner  hath  had  a 
vtrdift  againft  him>  where  it  was  declared  that  he  hath 
no  jurifdidion  over  any  plaiers,  nor  any  right  to  demand 
fees  of  them.  In  the  other,  (by  a  London  jury)  the 
Ma(}er  of  Revels  was  allow'd  the  correfiion  of  plaies^ 
9/9ji  fees  for  foe  doing ;  but  not  to  give  plaiers  any  licence 
or  authoritie  to  play,  it  being  prov'd  that  no  plaiers 
were  ever  authorized  in  London  or  Weilminfler,  to  play< 
by  the  commiffion  of  y^  Mafier  of  Revels,  but  by  autho- 
ritie immediately  from  the  crowne.  Neither  was  the 
proportion  of  fees  then  determined,  or  madecertaine;  be- 
caql'e  feverall  witnefles  affirmM  that  vari^ety  of  payments 
had  bin  made ;  fometimes  of  a  noble*  fometimes  of 
tv^nty,  and  afterwards  of  forty  (hillings,  for  corrc^ng 
a  new  play  ;  and  that  it  was  the  cuflome  to  pay  nothing 
for  fuperviiing  reviv'd  plaies. 

*"  That  without  any  authoritie  given  him  by  that  laft 
verdift,  he  fent  the  day  after  the  try  all  a  prohibition 
under  his  hand  and  feale  (direded  to  the  plaiers  in  Little 
Lincolnes  Inn  fields)  to  forbid  them  to  adl  plaies  any 
more. 

^  **  Therefore  your  petitioner  humbly  praies  that 
your  Majefly  will  gracioufly  pleafe  (two 
verdids  having  pafs'd  at  common  law  con- 
tradiding  each  other)  to  referr  the  cafe  to 
the  examination  of  fuch  honourable  perfons 
as  may  fatisfy  your  Majefly  of  the  juft  autho- 
ritie  of  the  Mailer  of  Re  veils,  that  fo  his 
fees  (if  any  be  due  to  him)  may  be  made 
:,  VpL.  I.  Part  II.  '  ♦$  certaiAc; 
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ccrtaine,  to  prevent  extorfion  ;  and  time  pre- 
fcribcd  how  long  he  ll^ill  keep  plaies  in  his 
hands,  in  pretence  ot  corredling  them  ;  and 
whether  he  can  demand  fees  for  reyiv'd 
plaies ;  and  laftly,  how  long  plaies  may  be 
ky'd  afyde,  ere  he  ihall  judge  diem  to  be 

^jeviv'd. 

• 

*'  And  yo«r  petitkHier  (as  in  daty  bound) 
fliall  ever  pray/'  &c. 

'*  Ac  the  Court  at  Hampton  Conrt,  the  30th  of  June^ 
1662. 

**  His  Majefty,  being  graciooily  inclined  to  have  a  jaft 
and  friendly  agreement  made  betweene  the  petitioner 
and  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Harbert,  is  pleatM  to  referr 
this  petition  to  the  right  honorable  the  Lord  high  Chan- 
cellor of  England,  and  the  Lord  Chamberlaine,  who- 
are  to  call  before  them>  as  well  the  petitioner,  as  the 
iaid  Sir  Henry  Harbert,  and  upon  hearing  and  examtn* 
iftg  their  differences,  are  to  make  a  faire  and  amicable 
accomodation  between  them,  if  it  may  be,  or  otherwise 
fo  certify  his  Majefty  the  true  ftate  ot  this  boiiaefs,  to^ 
{ether  with  their  Lord.P*  opinions. 

EDWARD  NICHOLAS. 


••  Wee  appoint  Wednefday  morning  next  ^fore  tenn  of 
the  clock  to  heare  this  bufinefTe,  of  which  Sir 
Henry  Harbert  and  the  other  parties  concwnM 
are  to  have  notice,  my  Lord  Chamberlaine  hav- 
ing agreed  to  that  hoar. 

••  July  7,  1662.  CLARENDONE.'' 

On  the  reference  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord 
Chamberlain,  Sir  Henry  Herbert  prefented  the  follow- 
ing ftatement  of  his  claims* 

••  To 
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«»  To  the  R.«  Honn.»*^  Edward  Earle  of  Clarendon,  Lord 
High  Chancellof  of  England,  and  Edward  Karle 
of  Manchefler,  Lord  Chamberlain  of  his  Ma.<^ 
Houfehold. 

"  In  obedience  to  voor  lordfhips  comandes  (ignifyed  unto 
mee  on  the  ninth  of  this  inflant  July,  do  make  a 
remembrance  of  the  fees,  profittes,  and  incidents^ 
belongeing  to  y*  office  of  the  Reuells.  They  are  as 
followeth : 

ooz    00    00 


001      00     CO 


•»  For  a  new  play,  to  bee  brought  with  7 

the  booke  -  -  J 

**  For  an  old  play,  to  be  brought  with  I 

the  booke  -  -  J 

•'  For  Chriftmafle  fee        -  -  003     00    00 

**  For  Lent  fee  -  -  -  003     00    00 

«*  The  profittes  of  a  fummers  day  plav  ) 

at  the  Black  fryers,  valued  at      .       \   ^^O    00    00 

«*  The  profitts  of  a  winters  day*,   at  1 

BlackFryers        -         -  /  '       f   050    c»    6o 

**  Befides  feuerall  occafionall  gratuityes 

from  the  late  K.s  company  at  B.  fryers. 
•'  For  a  (hare  from  each  company  of  four  '\ 

companyes  of  players  (befides  the  late  1 

Kinges  Company)  valued  at  a  lool.  a  >  400    00    od 

yeare,  one  yeare  with  another,  be-  I 

fides  the  ufuall  {tzi,  by  the  yeare      J 
«*  That  the  Kinges  Company  of  players  1 

couenanted  the  1 1  th  of  Auguft,  60,  to  I   ^ 

pay  Sir  Henry  Herbert  per  week,  from  i"       ^    ^^ 

that  tyme,  aboue  the  ufual  fees   -    -  J 

*  It  is  extraordinaf7  that  the  Mafter  of  the  Reveli  {ho«ld  hare  TeA« 
tared  to  ftate  fifty  pounds  as  the  produce  of  each  of  the  benefits  given 
him  by  the  King's  company.  We  have  feen  (p.  153,)  that  at  an  avcrags 
they  did  not  produce  nine  pounds  each,  and  after  a  trial  of  fome  years 
he  compounded  with  that  company  for  the  certain  fam  oi  ten  pounds 
for  his  winter*!  day»  and  the  like  fum  for  his  fummei  benefit. 

S  a  •*  That 
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''  That  Mr.  William  Beefton  couenanted  1 
to  pajr^weekhr  to  Sir  Henry  Heri>en  V  004    00    oc^ 
the  fainnie  of  •  .  3 

•'  That  Mr.  Rhodes  promifed  the  like  7  ^,  ^  ^ 
perweeke  -  .  |  004    00    00 

'*  That  the  1 2L  per  weeke  from  the  three  fbrenamed 
GOmpanyes  hath  been  totally  deteyned  from  Sir  Henry 
Herbert  fince  the  faid  1 1^  Aug.  60,  by  illegal  and  un- 
jaft  means ;  and  all  ufuall  kes,  and  obedience  due 
to  the  office  of  the  RevelU. 

*•  That  Mr.  Thomas  Killegrew  drawes  i  ol.  6s.  per  week 
from  the  Kinges  Company ,  as  credibly  informed. 

'*  That  Sir  William  Dauenant  drawes  10  (hares  of  15 
lhares>  which  is  valued  at  aool.  per  week,  cleerprofitt, 
one  week  with  another,  as  credibly  informed. 

*'  Allowance  for  charges  of  fuites  at  law,  for  that  Sir 
Henry  Herbert  is  unjuftly  putt  out  of  pofleilion  and 
profittes,  and  could  not  obtaine  an  appearance  gratis. 

''  Allowance  for  damages  fuileyned  in  creditt  and  pro* 
fittcs  for  aboue  two  yeares  fince  his  Ma.^"  happy  Re- 
ftauration. 

"  Allowance  for  their  New  Theatre  to  bee  ufed  as  a 
^playhoufe. 

"  Allowance  for  new  and  old  playes  afled  by  Sir  William 
Dauenantes  pretended  company  of  players  at  Salif* 
bery  Court,  the  Cockpitt,  and  now  at  Portugall- 
Rowe,  from  the  5  th  Novemb.  60.  the  tyme  of  their 
firft  conjundtion  with  Sir  William  Dauenant. 

**  Allowance  for  the  fees  atChriflmafie  and  at  Lent  from 
the  faid  tyme. 

•*  A  boxe  for  the  Maftcr  of  thfc  Rcuclls  and  his  company, 
gratis ;— as  accuilomed. 

"  A  fubmiffion 
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*'  A  fubmiflion  to  the  authority  of  the  Revelh  for  the 
future,  and  that  noe  playes,  new  or  old,  bee  afted,  till 
they  are  allowed  by  the  Mailer  of  the  Reuells. 

*'  That  rehearfall  of  plays  to  be  a£led  at  court,  be  madej^ 
as  hath  been  accullomed,  before  the  Mader  of  the 
Reuells,  or  allowance  for  them. 

'*  Wherefore  it  is  humbly  pray'd,  that  delay  being  tho 
faid  Dauenants  beft  plea,  w^  he  hath  exercifed  by 
illegall  adinges  for  almoft  two  yeares,  he  may  noe 
longer  keep  Sir  Henry  Herbert  out  of  poffeffion  of  his 
rightes ;  but  that  your  Lordfhippes  would  fpeedily  aflert 
the  rights  due  to  the  M after  of  the  Reuells,  and  afcer- 
taine  his  fees  and  damages,  and  order  obedience  and 
payment  accordingly.  And  in  cafe  of  difobedience  by 
the  faid  Dauenant  and  his  pretended  company  pf  play- 
ers,  that  Sir  Henry  Herbert  may  bee  at  liberty  to 
purfue  his  courfe  at  law,  in  confidence  that  he  fball 
have  the  benefitt  of  his  Ma.*y*  juftice,  as  of  your  lord- 
Hiippes  fauour  and  promifes  in  fatisfadion,  or  liberty  tp 
proceed  at  law.  And  it  may  bee  of  ill  confequence  that 
Sir  Henry  Herbert,  dating  for  45  yeares  meniall  fervicQ 
to  the  Royal  Family,  and  hauing  purchafed  Sir  John 
Aihleys  intered;  in  the  faid  office,  and  obtained  of  the 
late  Kings  bounty  a  grante  under  the  great  feale  of 
England  for  two  Hues,  fhould  have  noe  other  compenfa- 
tion  for  his  many  yeares  faithfull  fervices,  and  conilant 
adherence  to  his  Ma.^^  intereft,  accompanyed  with  his 
great  fufferinges  and  lofTes,  then  to  bee  outed  of  his  juft 
pofreilion,  rightes  and  profittes,  by  Sir  William  Daue- 
nant, a  pcrlon  who  exercifed  the  office  of  Mailer  of  the 
Reuells  to  Oliucr  the  Tyrant,  and  wrote  the  Fir  ft  and 
Second  Parte  of  Peru,  a^ed  at  the  Cockpitt,  in  Oliuera 
tyme,  and  foJy  in  his  fauour;  wherein  hee  fett  of  the 
juftice  of  Oliuers  a^linges,  by  comparifon  with  the 
Spaniards,  and  endeavoured  thereby  to  make  Oliuers 
crueltyes  appeare  mercyes,  in  refpedl  of  the  Spaniih 
crueltycs ;  but  the  mercyes  of  the  wicked  are  cruell. 

"  That  the  faid  Dauenant  publiftied  a  poem  in  vindi- 
cation and  juftification  of  Oliuers  actions  and  gouern- 
S  3  xncn»| 
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ment,  and  an  Epiihalamium  in  praife  of  Olivers  daughter 
M*.  Rich  ; — as  credibly  informed*. 

"  The  matters  of  difference  betweene  Mr.  Thomas 
Killigrew  and  Sir  Henry  Herbert  are  opon  accomo- 
dation. 

••  M^  Lordes» 
**  Yoor  Lordihippes  very  hnmble  Servant* 
••Jolr  11*^  6«» 
Cary-houle.  HENRY  HERBERT.'' 

Another  paper  now  before  me  will  explain  what  it 
meant  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  conclading  words. 

'*  ARTICLES  of  ajg;reement,  indented*  made  and 
arreed  npon,  this  fourthe  day  of  June*  in  the  !▲  yeare 
<tf  the  reigne  of  onr  foareramie  lord  Kinge  Charles  the 
Second*  and  in  the  yeare  or  oar  Lord*  i66a*  betweene 
Sir  Henry  Herbert  of  Ribsford  in  the  county  of  WorceAer* 
knight*  of  the  one  part*  and  Thomas  Killegrew  of 
Coeent  Garden*  Efq.  on  the  other  parte*  as  fol- 
lowethe: 

'*  Imprimis t  It  is  agreed*  that  a  firme  amity  be  con« 
doded  for  life  betweene  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Herbert 
and  the  faid  Thomas  Killegrew. 

'<  //#M*  The  faid  Thomas  Killegrew  doth  for  himfelfe 
conenant,  promife,  grant,  and  agree*  to  paye  or  canfe 
to  be  jpfty'd  onto  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  or  to  his  aflignes* 
on  or  before  the  fourthe  day  of  Auguft  next*  all  monies 
due  to  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Herbert  from  the  Kinge 
and  Queens  company  of  players*  called  Mychaell 
Mohan*  William  Wintcrfhall,  Robert  Shatcrell,  Wil- 
liam  Cartwright,  Nicholas  Burt,  Walter  Clunn,  Charles 
Hart*  and  the  reft  of  that  company*  for  the  new  plaies 
at  fortie  (hillings  a  play*  and  for  the  old  reuiued  plaies 
at  twentie  (billings  a  play*  they  the  faid  players  haue 
aded  fince  the  elcuenthe  of  Auguft*  in  the  yeare  of  oar 
Lord*  i66o. 

"  //Mr*  The  faid  Thomas  Killegrew*  Efq.  doth  for  him« 
felfo  cooenant*  promife*  grante*  and  agree*  to  paye  or 

*  This  poem  Sir  WUiitm  D*Aveaiat  fvppreflcd*  for  it  does  not 
appear  in  hit  works* 

caufe 
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caufe  to  be  pay'd  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  or  to 
his  aflignesy  on  or  before  the  fouithe  day  of  Auguil  next, 
inch  monies  as  are  due  to  him  for  damages  and  loiTes 
cbteyned  at  law  ag«^  Mychaell  Mohun,  William  Win- 
terfhall,  Robert  Shaterell,  William  Cartwright,  Nicho*  ^ 
las  Burtj  Walter  Clunn,  and  Charles  Hart,  upon  an 
a&ion  of  the  cafe  brought  by  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Herbert 
in  the  courteof  Comon  Pleas  ag.^y^  faid  Mychael  Mohun, 
William  Winterftiall,  Robert  Shaterell,  William  Cart* 
Wright,  Nicholas  Burt,  Walter  Clunn,  and  Charles  Hart, 
wherupon  a  verdid  hath  been  obtayned  as  aforefaid  ag.^ 
them.  Andlikewife  doe  promife  andagxee  that  the  codes 
and  charges  of  fuite  upon  another  adkion  of  the  cafe  brought 
by  the  laid  Sir  Henry  Herbert  ag«^  the  faid  Mychaell 
Mohun  &  y^  red  of  y^  players  aboue  named,  ihall  bo 
aJfo  payd  to  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Herbert  or  to  his 
ailigncs,  qp  or  before  the  faidfourthe  day  of  Auguft  next. 

''  Item,  The  faid  Thomas  Killegrew  doth  for  himfelfe 
couenant,  promife,  grante  and  agree,  that  the  faid 
Michaell  Mohun  and  the  red  of  the  Kinge  and  Queenes 
company  of  players  (hall,  on  or  before  the  faid lourthe 
day  of  Augud  next,  paye  or  caufe  to  be  pay'd  unto  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Hed>ert,  or  to  his  adignes,  the  fum  of 
fiftie  pounds,  as  a  prefent  from  them,  tor  his  damages 
fudeyned  from  them  and  by  their  means. 

*'  Item,  That  the  faid  I'homas  Killegrew,  Eiq.  doth 
<ouenant,  promife,  grante,  and  agree,  to  be  aydinge  and 
affidinge  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Herbert  in  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  Office  of  the^Reuells,  and  neither  diredly 
nor  indiredly  to  ayde  or  adide  Sir  William  Danenant, 
Knight,  or  any  of  his  pretended  company  of  players,  or 
any  other  company  of  players  to  be  raysM  by  him,  or 
any  other  company  of  players  whatfoever,  in  the  due 
execution  of  the  faid  omce  as  aforefaide,  foe  as  y«  ayd 
foe  to  bee  required  of  y^  faid  Thomas  Killegrew  extend 
not  to  y^  iilencing  or  oppreflion  of  y*  faid  King  and 
Queenes  company. 

<'  And  the  fakl  Sir  Henry  Herbert  doth  for  himfelfe 
conenant,  promife,  grante,  and  agree,  not  to  moled  y*  faid 
Thomas  Killegrew,  Efq.  or  his  heirs,  in  any  fuite  at  lawe 
or  otherwiie,  to  the  preiudice  of  the  grante  made  anto 

S4  hin 
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him  by  his  Ma.*^,  or  to  difturbe  the  receiuinge  of  y^ 
profits  aryfing  by  contrad  from  the  Kinge  and  Qaeens 
company  of  players  to  him,  but  to  ayde  and  affifte  the 
faid  Thomas  Killegrew,  in  the  due  execution  of  the 
legal!  powers  granted  unto  him  by  his  Ma.^*  for  the 
orderinge  of  the  faid  company  of  players,  and  in  the 
levvinge  and  receiuinge  of  y^  monies  due  to  him  the 
faid  Thomas  Killegrev,  or  which  (hall  be  due  to  him 
ftom  y^  faide  company  of  players  by  any  con  trad  made 
or  to  be  made  between  them  or  amongft  the  fame  ;  and 
neither  diredly  nor  indiredly  to  hinder  the  payment  of 
y*  faid  monies  to  be  made  weekly  or  otherwife  by  y^  faid 
company  of  players  to  y^  (aid  Thomas  Killegrew,  Efq.  or 
to  his  affignes,  but  to  be  ayding  and  afliftinge  to  the 
faid  Thomas  Killegrew,  £fa.  and  his  aflignes  therein* 
if  there  be  caufe  for  it,  and  that  the  faid  Thomas  Kil* 
Icgrcw  defire  it  of  y«  faid  Sir  Henry  Herbert. 

"  And  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Herbert  doth  for  himfelfe 
couenant,  promife,  grante,  and  agree,  upon  the  per* 
fbrmance  of  the  matters  which  are  herein  contayned, 
and  to  be  performed  by  the  faid  Thomas  Killegrew, 
mccordinge  to  the  dales  of  payment,  and  other  things 
lymited  and  expreffed  in  thefe  articles,  to  deliuer  into 
the  hands  of  y«  faid  Thomas  Killegrew  the  deede  of 
couenants,  fealed  and  deliuered  by  the  faid  Mychaell 
Mohun  and  y«  others  herein  named,  bearing  date  the  1 1 
Auguft,  16605  ^o  be  cancelled  by  the  faid  Thomas 
Killegrew,  or  kept,  as  he  fhall  thinke  fitt,  or  to  make 
what  further  advantage  of  the  fame  in  my  name  or  right 
asheihallbeaduifed*." 


The  adlors  who  had  performed  at  the  Red  Bull,  adled 
under  the  diredion  ot  Mr.  Killigrew  during  the  years 
1660,  1661,  1662,  and  part  of  the  year  1663,  in  Gib- 
bon's tennis-court  in  Vere-ftreet,  near  Clare-market ; 
during  which  time  a  new  theatre  was  built  for  them  in 

•  On  the  back  of  thi8  paper  Sir  Henry  Herbert  has  wntten— 
<*  Copy  of  the  Articlei  fealed  and  delivered  the  5th  June,  62,  between 
Sir  H.  H.  and  Thomas  Killegrew*  Bonds  of  50Col.  for  the  per- 
formance of  coveoaa(9*'* 

Drury 
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Drary  Lane,  to  which  they  removed  in  April  i66j« 
The  fbllowing  lift  of  their  flock^plays,  in  which  it  is  ob- 
ferveable  there  are  but  three  of  Shakfpeare,  was  found 
amone  the  papers  of  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  aad  was 
probably  furnifhed  by  them  foon  after  the  Refloration. 

**  Names  of  the  plays  a6led  by  the  Red  Bull  aftors* 

The  Humorous  Lieutenant.  Elder  Brother, 

beggars  ^ujhe*  The  Silent  Womatf 

Tamer  Tamed*  The  Wtddinge* 

The  Tray  tor ,  Henry  the  Fourthe. 

Loves  Cruelty m  Merry  Wi^ves  of  Wind/or m 

Wit  twithout  money.  Kinge  and  no  Kinge. 

Maydes  Tragedy.  Othello. 

Philajler.  Dumhoys. 

Rollo  Duke  of  Normandy.  The  Unfortunate  Lovers, 

Clari cilia.  .  The  Widow. 


) 


Downes  the  prompter  has  given  a  lift  of  what  he 
calls  the  principal  old  ftock  plays  aded  by  the  king's 
fervants,  (which  title  the  performers  under  Mr.  Killi- 
grew  acq^uired,)  between  the  time  of  the  Reftoration 
and  the  jundUon  of  the  two  companies  in  1682 ;  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  only  plays  of  Shakfpeare  per- 
formed by  them  in  that  period,  were  K.  Henry  IV.  P.  I, 
The  Merry  Wives  of  Windfor,  Othello,  and  Julius  Cafar. 
Mr.  Hart  reprefented  Othello,  Brutus,  and  Hotfpor; 
Major  Mohun  lago,  and  Caflius ;  and  Mr.  Cartwright 
FalftafF.  Such  was  the  lamentable  tafte  of  thofe  times 
that  the  plays  of  Fletcher,  Johnfon  and  Shirley  were 
much  oftner  exhibited  than  thofe  of  our  author.  Of 
this  the  following  lift  furniihes  a  melancholy  proof.  It 
appears  to  have  been  made  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  afcertain  ths  kts  due  to  him, 
whenever  he  (hould  eftablifh  his  claims,  which  however 
he  never  accomplifhed.  Between  the  play  entitled  ^r« 
galus  and  Parthenia,  and  The  Loyal  Suhjed,  he  has  drawn 
a  line ;  from  which,  and  from  other  circumftances,  I 
imagine  that  the  plays  which  I  have  printed  in  Italicks 
were  exhibited  by  the  Red  Bull  adorf,  who  afterwards 
i^ecame  the  king's  fervants. 

i66q. 
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1660.  Monday  the  5  Nov. 
Toeiday  the  6  Not. 
Wenfday  the  7  Nov. 
Thurfday  the  8  Nov. 


Friday  the  9  Nov. 
Saturday  the  10  Nov. 
Tufday  the  1 3  Nov. 
Thurfday  the  1 5  Nov. 
Fridav  the  16  Nov. 
Saterday  the  17  Nov. 
Monday  the  19  Nov. 
Tufday  the  20  Nov. 
Wenfday  the  21  Nov. 
Thurfday  the  22  Nov. 
Friday  the  23  Nov. 
Saturday  the  24  Nov. 
Monday  the  26  Nov. 
Thurfday  the  29  Nov. 
Saterday  the  1  Dec. 
Monday  the  3  Dec. 
Thurfday  the  6  Dec. 
Saterday  the  8  Dec 
Monday  the  9  Jan* 
Saterday  the  19  Jan. 
Tiuirfday  the  31  Jan. 


Feb. 

1661.  March  7 
April   t 


May 


Decemb.  10 
Decemb.  11 
Decemb.  13 


fF^it  tuiibottt  $n$ufjf* 

The  Beggars  Bmjht, 

Henry  the  Fourth. 

[Firft  play  aded  at  the  new 
theatre.  ] 

The  Merry  fTives  of  Wind/or. 

The  Sylent  Woman. 

Love  lies  a  bleedimgtm 

Loaves  Cruelty^ 

The  IVidow. 

The  Mayds  Tragedy. 

The  UnfortMnate  Lovers. 

The  Beggars  Bujbe. 
.  The  ScornfuU  Lady. 
,  TbeTraytor. 

The  Elder  Brother. 
.  The  Chances. 
,  The  Of ^ort unity. 
,  The  Humorous  Lieutenasst. 

Clartcilla. 

A  Kinge  and  no  Kinge. 

Rolloy  Duke  of  Normandy. 

The.  Moore  of  Venife. 

The  Weddinge. 

The  Loft  Lady. 

Argalus  and  Parthenia. 

Loyal  Subject. 

Mad  Lover. 

The  Wild-gooic  Chafe. 

All's  Loftc  by  Lufte. 
The  Mayd  in  the  Mill. 

A  Wife  for  a  Monthe. 
The  Bondman. 
A  Dancing  M  after. 
Vittoria  Corombona. 
The  Country  Captaine. 

1661. 
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i66i«Decemb.  16 
Decemb.  17 
Decemb.  20 
Decemb.  23 
Decemb.  28 
Decemb.  30 
Janu.  6 

Jan.  10 
an.  II 
Jan.  21 
an.;z8 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  25 
Feb.  27      - 
March  i 
March  3 
March  11    * 
March  15   - 
1662.  April  4 

April  19     - 
April  25     - 
May  ^ 
May  I  a 
May  17 
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1662.  June  I. 


|une6 
July  6 

July  23 


The  Alchymift. 
Bartholmew  Faire. 
The  Spanifh  Curate* 
The  lamer  Tamed. 
Aglaura. 
Bufly  D'ambois. 
Mery  Devil  of  Edmonton. 
The  Virgin  Mjfrtyr. 
Philafter. 

Jovial  Crew. 
Lule  a  wife  and  have  a  wife* 
Kinge  and  no  Kinge. 
The  Mayds  Tragedy. 
Aglaura ;  the  tragical  way* 
Humorous  Lieutenant. 
Selindra — a  new  play. 
The  FrencheDancinge  Ma« 
The  Little  Thccf.        [fter^ 
Noi theme  Lafle. 
Fathers  own  ion. 
The  Surprifal — a  new  play* 
Kt.  of  the  Bnrning  peftk* 
Brenoralt. 
Love  in  a  maze. 


Loves  Miftrefs. 
Difcontented  CollonelL 
Love  at  firft  fight. 
Cornelia,  a  new  play «-— Sir 

W.  Bartleys. 
Renegado. 
The  Brothers* 
The  Antipodes. 
The  Cardinall. 


From  another  lift»  which  undoubtedly  was  made  by  Sir 

Henry  Herbert  for  the  pnipofe  I  have  mentioned,  I  learn 

that  Macbeth  was  revived  in  1663  or  1664  s  I  fuppofe  at 

altered  by  D'Avcnant. 

^  4.  •'  Nov. 


^  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

•'  Nov,  3.  1665.  Flora's  FigarUs  -  ^f .  2.  -  ^ 

**  A  paftoral  called  Tbt  Expojmre    -     2.  •  • 

••  8  more  -  -  -  16.  -  - 

•*  A  new  play        -  -  -        i .  -  . 

•«  Henry  the  ^tb         -  -         -  2.  -  - 

•«  Revived  play.     Taming  the  Sbrrw    1.  -  - 

«*  The  Gtnerall         ...  2.  -  - 

"  Parffns  Wedinge         -         -         -     2.  -  - 

"  Revived  play.     Macbeth  1.  -  . 

*'  K,  Henry  %•  Revived  play        -       i.  -  - 

**  Hau/i  to  be  let  -         -         .       2.  -  - 

•'  More  for  plays,  whereof  Elvira 

thcisJk  ...         .      9.  .  . 

•*  For  playes       -      jf.41." 

-  Sir  William  D'Avenant's  Company,  after  having 
played  for  fome  time  at  the  Cockpit  in  Dniry  Lane, 
ana  at  Salifbury  Court,  removed  in  March  or  April 
1662,  to  a  new  theatre  in  Portugal  Row  near  Lin- 
coln's Inn  Fields.  Mr.  Betterton,  his  principal  ador,  we 
are  told  by  Downes,  was  admired  in  the  part  of  Pericles, 
which  he  frequently  performed  before  the  opening  of  the 
new  theatre  ;  and  while  this  company  continued  to  ad  in 
Portugal  Row,  they  reprcfented  the  following  plays  of 
Shaldpeare,  and  it  (hould  feem  thofe  only:  Macbeth  and 
TheTempeft,  altered  byD'Avenant;  King  Lear 9  Ham^ 
letf  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  Romeo  and  Juliet,  and 
T'welfth  Night,  In  Hamlet,  the  Prince  of  Denmark; 
was  reprcfented  by  Mr.  Betterton ;  the  Ghoft  by  Mr. 
Richards ;  Horatio  .  by  Mr.  Harris ;  the  Queen  by 
Mrs.  Davenport;  and  Ophelia  by  Mrs,  Saunderfon.  In 
Romeo  andjt^liet,  Romeo  was  reprcfented  by  Mr.  Harris, 
Mercutio  by  Mr.  Betterton,  and  Juliet  by  Mrs,  Saun- 
derfon. Mr.  Betterton  in  T<welfth  Night  performed  Sir 
Toby  Belch,  and  in  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  King.  He 
was  without  doubt  alfo  the  performer  of  King  Lear.  Mrs, 
Saunderfon  reprcfented  Catharine  in  King  Henry  the 
Eighth,  and  it  may  beprefumed,  Cordelia^  and  Miranda, 
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She  alfo  performed  Lady  Macbeth,  and  Mr.  Bettertoa 
Macbeth. 

The  theatre  which  had  been  eredled  in  Portugal  Row, 
being  found  too  fmalU  Sir  William  D'Avenant  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  new  playhoufe  in  Dorfet  Garden,  near 
Dorfet  Stairs,  which  however  he  did  not  live  to  fee  com- 
pleted ;  for  he  died  in  May  1668,  and  it  was  not  opened 
till  167 1 .  There  being  Ilrong  reafon  to  believe  that  he 
was  our  poet's  Ton,  I  have  been  induced  by  that  circum- 
Hance  to  inquire  with  fome  degree  of  minutenefs  into 
his  hiflory.  I  have  mentioned  in  a  preceding  page  that 
the  account  given  of  him  by  Wood,  in  his  Athetug 
Oxonienftit  was  taken  from  Mr.  Aubrey's  Manufcript* 
Since  that  fheet  was  printed,  Mr.  Warton  has  obligingly 
furniihed  me  with  an  exad  tranfcript  of  the  article  re« 
lative  to  D'Avenant,  which,  as  it  contains  fome  par« 
ticulars  not  noticed  by  Wood,  I  (ball  here  fubjoin  : 

"  MS.  Aubrey.  Mus.  Ashmol.  Lives. 

Sir    WILLIAM    DAVENANT,    Knight, 

Poet-Laureat*, 

was  borne  about  the  end  of  February  in  ■  (Ireet 

in  the  city  of  Oxford,  at  the  Crowne  Taverne ;  baptized 
3  of  March  A.  D.  1605-6.  His  father  was  John  Dave- 
nant,  a  vintner  there,  a  very  grave  and  difcreet  citizen : 
his  mother  was  a  very  beautifull  woman,  and  of  a  very 
good  witt,  and  of  converfation  extremely  aereable. 
They  had  3  fons,  viz.  Robert,  William,  and  Nicholas  | 
(Robert  was  a  fellow  of  St.  John's  Coll.  in  Oxon.  thea 
preferd  to  the  vicarage  of  Weflkington  by  Bp.  Davenant, 
whofe  chaplain  he  was ;  Nicholas  was  an  attorney :)  and 
2  handfome  daughters;  one  m.  to  Gabriel  Bradly,  B.D; 
of  C.  C.  C.  beneficed  in  the  vale  bf  White  Horfe ;  an« 
other  to  Dr.  Sherburne,  minifler  of  Ptmbordge  [—bridge] 
in  Heref.  and  canon  of  that  church.     Mr.  W"^  Shake* 

^  Mr.  Warton  informs  me,  that  **  it  appears  by  Aubrej^s  letten 
that  thu  Life  of  Davenant  was  fcAC  to  Wood,  and  drawn  up  at  hit 
requcft.'* 

ipearc 
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fytnre  was  wont  to  goe  into  Warwick(hire  once  a  yearr, 
and  did  comonly  in  his  journey  lie  at  this  houfe  in  Oxon* 
where  he  was  exceedingly  reijpefled.  Now  Sir  Wii« 
Uam  woidd  fometimes,  !K^en  he  was  pleafant  orer  a 
glafle  of  wine  with  his  moft  intimate  friends,  (e.  g.  Sam 
fiatler,  author  of  Hudibrasy/ir.  etc.)  fay,  that  it  feemM  to 
kim,  that  he  writt  with  the  very  fpirit  that  Shakefpeare 
[wrote  with] ,  and  was.contented  enough  to  bee  thought  his 
Son:  he  would  tell  them  the  ftory  as  abore.  He  went  to 
fehoole  at  Oxon.  to  Mn  Silvefter;  Charles  Wheare,  F. 
Ijiiius]  Degorii  W.,  was  his  fchoolfellow :  but  I  feare,  he 
was  drawne  from  fchoole,  before  he  was  ripe  enonghe. 
He  was  preferred  to  the  firft  Dntchefs  of  Richmond,  t» 
wayte  on  her  as  a  page.  I  remember,  he  told  me,  (he 
fent  him  to  a  famous  apothecary  for  fome  unicorne*s 
home,  which  he  was  refolved  to  try  with  a  fpyder, 
which  he  empaled  in  it,  but  without  the  expelled  fuccefs : 
the  fpider  would  goe  over  and  through  and  thorough, 
unconcerned.  He  was  next  a  fervant  (as  I  remember,  a 
page  alfo)  to  Sir  Fnlke  Grevil  Ld.  Brookes,  with  whom 
he  lived  to  his  death  ;  which  was,  that  a  fervant  of  his 
that  had  long  way  ted  on  him,  and  his  lor —  [lordfhip]  had 
often  told  him,  that  he  would  doe  fomething  for  him,  but 
did  not,  but  ilill  put  him  off  with  delay ;  as  he  was  truffing 
jup  his  lord's  pointes,  comeing  from  iloole,  [for  then 
their  breeches  were  failened  to  tlie  doubletts  with 
pointes ;  then  came  in  hookes  and  eies,  which  not  to 
nave  faftened  was  in  my  boyhood  a  great  crime,]  dabbed 
him.  This  was  at  the  fame  time  that  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  was  dabbed  by  Felton ;  and  the  great  noife 
and  report  of  the  duke's.  Sir  W.  told  me,  quite  drown'd 
this  of  his  lord's,  that  was  fcarce  taken  notice  of.  This 
iSir  Fulke  G.  was  a  good  wit,  and  had  been  a  good  poet 
in  his  youth :  he  wrote  a  poeme  in  folio,  which  he  print- 
ed not,  till  he  was  old,  and  then,  as  Sir  W.  (aid,  with 
loo  much  judgement  and  refining  fpoiled  it,  which  was 
at  firft  a  delicate  thing.  He  [Dav.]  writt  a  play,  or 
plays,  and  verfes«  which  he  did  with  fo  much  fweetnefTe 
ana  grace,  that  by  it  he  got  the  love  and  friendihip  of 
his  two  Msceuacesj  Mr.  Endymion  Porter,  and  Mr. 

Henry 
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Henry  Jermyn>  [fmce  E.  of  St.  Albans]  to  whom  he  has 
dedicated  his  poem  called  Madegafcar.  Sir  John  Sock- 
ling  was  his  great  and  intimate  ^end.  After  the  death 
of  Sen  johnibn»  he  was  made  in  his  place  Poet  Laareat. 
He  gott  a  terrible  c — p  of  a  black  handfome  wench,  that 
layinAxe-Yard»  Weftra.:  whom  he  thought  on,  whea 
he  fpeaks  of  Dalga,  [in  Gondibcrt}  which  coft  him  his 
nofe  ;  with  which  unlucky  mifchaunce  many  witts  were  (o 
cruelly  bold,  e,  g.  Sir  John  Menis,  Sir  John  Denham^ 
etc,  etc.  In  1641,  when  the  troubles  began»  he  was 
faine  to  fly  into  France,  and  at  Canterbury  he  was  feizcd 
on  by  the  Mayor. 

For  Will  had  in  his  face  the  flaws 
And  markes  received  in  country's  cau(e« 
l*hey  flew  on  him  like  iyons  paflant. 
And  tore  his  nofe,  as  much  as  was  on't ; 
And  callM  him  fuperftitioos  groorae. 
And  Popi(h  dog,  and  cur  of  Rome. 
■         'twas  furely  the  firft  time. 
That  Will's  religion  was  a  ciime. 

In  the  Civiil  Warres  in  England,  he  was  in  the  army  of 
William  Marquefie  of  Newcaftle,  [iince  Duke]  where  he 
was  generall  of  the  ordinance.  I  have  heard  his  brother 
Robert  fay,  for  that  fervice  there  was  owing  to  him  by 
King  Charles  the  Firit  loocol.  During  that  warre  'twas 
his  hap  to  have  two  Aldermen  of  Yorke  his  priibnefs, 
who  were  fomethinge  ftubborne,  and  would  not  give  the 
raofome  ordered  by  the  council!  of  warre.  Sir  WiUiaoi 
%i(ed  them  civilly,  and  treated  them  in  his  tent,  and  iate 
them  at  the  upper  end  of  his  table  a  la  mode  de  Frmn€tm 
And  having  done  fo  a  good  while  to  his  charge^  told 
them  (privately  and  friendly)  that  he  was  not  able  ta 
keepe  k>  chargeable  guefls,  and  bade  them  take  an  op- 
portunity to  efcape ;  which  they  did  ;  but  having  bcea 
^on  «  little  way,  they  coniidered  with  themfelves,  that 
in  gratitude  they  ought  to  goe  back,  and  give  Sir 
WiUiam  their  thankes,  which  they  did :  but  it  was  like 
to  have  been  to  their  great  danger  of  being  taken  by 
the  (bldiers ;  but  they  happened  to  gett  fafe  to  Yorke. 

The 
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f  The  king's  party  being  overcome.  Sir  W.  Davenanf^ 
{who  had  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  the  D.  of  New*- 
caftle  by  commiflion)  went  into  France,  and  refided  in 
Paris,  where  the  prince  of  Wales  then  was.  He  thea 
begap  to  write  his  romance  in  verCe,  called  Gondibert ; 
and  had  not  writt  above  the  firft  booke,  but  being  very 
ibnd  of  it  printed  it,  before  a  quarter  finifhed,  with  an 
cpiftle  of  his  to  Mr.  Th.  Hobbes,  and  Mr.  Hobbes* 
^cellent  epiftle  to  him  printed  before  it.  The  courtiers, 
with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  could  never  be  at  quiet  about 
|Us  piece,  which  was  the  occafion  of  a  very  witty  but 
fatincal  little  booke  of  verfes  in  8vo.  about  4  (heets,  writ( 
by  G,  D.  of  Bucks,  Sir  John  Denliam,  etc,  etc. 

«*  That  thou  forfak'd  thy  fleepe,  thy  diet, 
'*  And  what  is  more  than  that,  our  quiet  *.'' 

This  lad  word,  Mr.  Hobbes  told  me,  was  the  occafion 
of  their  writing. 

Here  he  lay'd  an  ingeniofe  defigne  to  carry  a  confider- 
able  number  of  artificers  (chiefly  weavers)  from  hence 
tQ  Virginia  ;  and  by  Mary  the  Q^s.  mother's  meanes  he 
got,  favour  from  the  K.  of  France  to  goe  into  the  priibns, 
and  pick  and  chufe:  fo  when  the  poor  dammed  wretched 
nnderflood,  what  the  defigne  was,  they  cryed  uno  ore,  tout 
tifftratty  we  are  all  weavers.  Well,  36,  as  I  remember, 
he  got,  if  not  more,  and  fhipped  them  ;  and  as  he  was  in 
his  voyage  towards  Virginia,  he  and  his  tijferan  were  all 
taken  by  the  fhips  then  belonging  to  the  parliament  of 
England.  The  flavcs,  I  fuppolc,  they  fold,  but  Sir 
William  was  brought  prifoner  into  England.  Whether 
Jic  was  firft  a  prifoner  at  Carefbroke  Caftle  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  or  at  the  Towr  of  London,  I  have  forgott ;  he 
was  prifoner  at  both:  his  Gondibert  was  finifhed  at 
Carefbroke  Cafllc.  He  expeded  no  mercy  from  the  par- 
liament, and  had  no  hopes  of  cfcapingwith  his  life.  It 
pleafcd  God,  that  the  two  aldermen  of  Yorke  aforefaid, 

*  Thefe  lines  are  inaccurately  quoted  by  memory  from  Certain 
JFtrfis  soritten  hy  Jeveral  of  the  author* tfritudif  to  be  re-printed  with 
tkejetond  tdition  of  Gondibert^  >^5S* 

hearing 
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hearing  that  he  was  taken  and  brought  to  London  to  be 
tryed  for  his  life,  which  they  underilood  was  in  extreme 
danger,  they  were  touched  with  (6  much  generofity  and 
goodnes,  as  upon  their  own  accounts  and  mere  motion 
to  try  what  they  could  to  fave  Sir  William's  life,  who 
had  been  fo  civill  to  them,  and  a  means  of  faving  theirs; 
to  come  to  London ;  and  acquainting  the  parliament 
with  it,  upon  their  petition,  in.  Sir  William's  life  wa« 
faved  '.  'Twas  Harry  Martyn,  that  faved  Sir  William's 
life  in  the  houfc :  when  they  were  talking  of  facrificing 
one,  then  faidHen.  that  **  in  facriflces  they  always  offered 
pure  and  without  blemiflij  now  ye  talk  of  making  a 
iacrifice  of  an  old  rotten  rafcal."  Vid.  H.  Martyn's  life, 
where  by  this  rare  jeft,  then  forgot,  the  L.<*  Falkland 
faved  H.  Martyn's  life. 

Being  frec;d  from  imprifonment,  becaufe  plays  (fcil. 
trage*  and  comedies)  were  in  thefe  preftyterian  time* 
fcandalous,  he  contrives  to  fet  up  an  opersL^Jfylo  recitati'vo  ; 
wherein  Sergeant  Maynard  and  i'everal  citizens  were 
engagers:  it  began  in  Rutland  Houfe  in  Charter-houfe* 
yard :  next,  fcilicet  anno  —  at  the  Cock-pit  in  Drurjr 
Lane,  where  were  adled  very  well,  ftjlo  rtcitativo.  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  and  the  Siege  of  Rhodes,  ift  and  and  part* 
It  did  affe^  the  eie  and  eare  extremely^  This  firft 
brought  SCENES  in  fafhion  in  England:  before,  at  plays 
Was  only  an  hanging^. 

Anno  Domini  1660,  was  the  happy  reilauration  of  his 
Majeily  Charles  llnd ;  then  was  Sir  William  made  -— 
—  —  _  _  and  the  Tennis-Court  in 
Little  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  was  turned  into  a  playhoufe 
for  the  Duke  of  York's  players,  where  Sir  William  had 
lodgings,  and  where  he  dyed,  Aprill— — 166 — .  I 
was  at  his  funeral :  he  had  a  coffin  of  walnut  tree  :  Sir 

7  Mr.  Warton  obferves  to  mc,  that  *«  Atibrey  does  not  fay  here  that 
BfiltOH  (with  the  two  aldermen)  was  iAftrumental  in  faving  D'Avenant*s 
Ij/e.  Dr.  Tohnfon  is  puczlcd  on  what  authority  to  fix  this  anecdote. 
Life  of  milton,  p.  181,  8vo.  edit.  1  believe  that  anecdote  was  fiift 
retailed  in  print  by  Wood,  Atb.  Oxen,  IL  411.** 

*  Here  we  have  another  and  a  declfive  coaHrination  of  what  has  beeo 
ilated  in  a  former  page  on  the  fubjed  of  fceaet.    See  p.  71,  et  feq. 

VoL.L  Part  11.  ♦T  John 
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John  Denham  (aid,  that  it  was  the  fioeft  coffia  Aat  he 
€wtr  faw.  His  bodjr  was  carried  iu  a  hearie  froai  the 
playhoafe  to  Weftminfter  Abbey,  where  at  the  great  weft 
dore  he  was  received  by  the  fing  [ing]  men  and  choris- 
ters, who  fang  the  iervice  of  the  church  (/  mm  the  JU» 
Jkrredion,  etc,  etc.)  to  his  grave,  which  is  near  to  the 
monument  of  Dr.  Ifaac  Barrow,  which  is  in  the  South 
Crofie  aifle,  on  which  in  a  paving  ftone  of  marble  is 
writt,  in  imitation  of  that  on  Ben.  Johnfon,  O  rare  Sir 
William  Davenant. 

His  firft  lady  was  Dr.  's  daughter,  phjrfitian,  by 

whom  he  had  a  very  beautiful  and  ingeniofe  ion,  that 
dyed  above  twenty  years  fince.  His  tecond  lady  was 
daughter  of  ■>,  by  whom  he  had  feveral  children* 
I  faw  feme  very  young  ones  at  the  funerall.  His  eldeft 
is  Charles  Davenant,  the  Do£lor,  who  inherits  his  father's 
beauty  and  phancy.  He  practices  at  Doer's  Com- 
mons. He  writt  a  play  called  Circe,  which  has  taken 
very  well.  Sir  William  hath  writt  aboiK  25  plays,  the 
Romauce  called  Gondibert,  and  a  little  poem  called 
Madagafcar. 

His  private  opinion  was,  that  religion  at  laft  [e.  g^  a 
hundred  years  hence]  would  come  to  fettlement;  and 
that  in  a  kind  of  ingeniofe  Quakerifme  *• 

On 

t  The  following  plays,  written  by  Sir  William  D^AteniAt,  wexv 
llcenlcd  by  the  Matter  of  the  Revels  in  the  followiag  order  > 

The  Cruel  Brother,  Jan.  12,  i6a6-7« 

the  CoUnel,  July  22,   1629. 

The  JuH  Italian,  Oftob.  2,   1629. 

*tht  Wuty  Jan.  19,  1633.4. 

h9V9  and  Honour,  Nov.  20,  1634* 

Urw\from  Plymouth,  Aug.  i,  163 5, 

Pistotiick  Lovers,  Nov.  16,   1635. 

Brittannia  Trlumpbtnt,  licenfed  for  prefs,  Jan.  8, 1637. 

Ufifortmnate  Lot/ert,  April  16,  1638, 

Fair  Favourite,  Nov,  17,  1638. 

The  Sfani/b  Lovers,  Nov.  30,  1639. 
This  piece  Is  probably  the  play  which  ia  hit  works  is  called  Tie 
D'/lrefes. 

Love  snd  H§ueur  was  originally  called  The  Coursge  of  Love,  It  wa» 
afterwards  named  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  at  D^ATCoant't  re^ueft,  Th* 
NoMPsreilUii  or  the  Mgtchlefi  AJault* 

la 
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On  the  9th  of  Novcmb.  i€ji,  D*Avcnant*8  company 

remored  to  their  new  theatre  in  Dorfot  Gardeqs,  which 

was 

« 

In  1668  was  publiOied  Sir  H^tlltam  D*Avens»iH  Vftgt  t§  tBtothtr 
mt^rU^  ^rtb  bit  adventmret  in  tb€  poit'i  E/isstMiii,  Written  by  Richaid 
Fkcknoe^  which  I  fubjoin  to  the  memoirs  of  that  poet*  Confiftinf 
'bFonly  a  fingle  flieet,  the  greater  part  of  the  impreroon  hat  probably 
pertfiirdy  for  I  have  never  met  with  a  fecond  copy  of  this  piece : 

*<  Sir  William  D*Avena&t  being  dead,  not  a  poet  would  afford  him 
lb  much  as  an  elegie;  whether  becaufe  he  fought  to  make  a  monopoly 
•f  the  arc,  or  drove  to  become  rich  in  fpi^bt  of  Minerva  1  it  being 
with  poeti  as  with  maflirooms»  which  grow  onely  on  barren  ground, 
inrich  the  foyl  once,  and  then  degenerate  t  onely  one,  more  hamaac 
than  the  re(V,  accompany^d  him  to  his  gfave  with  thii  clogiuau 

Now  Davenant*!  dead,  the  ftage  will  ao«rnj 
And  all  to  barbarifm  turn.j 
Since  be  it  was,  this  later  age» 
Who  chiefly  civilized  the  ftage. 

Great  was  his  wit»  hit  fancy  great. 
As  e*re  was  any  poet't  yet } 
And  more  advantage  none  e*er  made 
O*  th'  wit  and  fancy  which  he  had. 

Not  onely  Dedalut*  arts  he  knew. 
But  even  Frometheut^s  too  $ 
And  living  machios  made  of  men. 
As  well  as  dead  ones,  for  the  fcene* 

And  if  the  ftage  or  theatre  be 
A  little  world,  *twas  chiefly  he» 
That,  Atlas-like,  fupported  it. 
By  force  of  ioduftry  and  wit. 

All  this,  and  more,  he  did  beflde. 
Which  having  perfeAed.  he  dy*d: 
If  he  may  properly  be  faid 
To  die,  whofe  fame  will  ne*er  be  dead* 

<<  Another  went  further  yet,  and  ufing  the  privilege  of  yoer  anti^ 
cnt  poets,  who  with  allmoft  as  much  certainty  as  your  divines,  ca« 
tell  all  that  paiTes  in  the  other  world,  did  thus  relate  hit  voyage 
thither,  and  all  his  adventures  in  the  poets*  elysium. 

«  As  every  one  at  the  tnflant  of  th«ir  deatht,  have  paflporti  gifea 
them  for  fome  place  or  other,  he  bad  hit  for  the  poets'  elyxium  f  whiell 
ftot  without  much  diflliculty  heebcaified  horn  the  officect  of  Paroy/Tiiti 

T  %  M 
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was  OMiiedy  not  with  one  of  SJukfpcare's  pUjrSj  bn 
witk  Uryien*9  comedy  called  Sir  Msrtim  MsrmUK 

Between 

lilrwlmlMalMf'd,  bevas  am  bcfokk  poct^  they  aik*4  Jumvhy 
Jk  £d  MC  oMtiaoc  it?  when  he  i^d  he  was  a  draaacick  too»  ihaf 
dk'4  hidi»  why  he  left  it  off,  and  oaely  ftudicd  to  get  moaej  »  like 
Jum  who  Ibid  hb  horie  to  buy  hia  provcadcr  i  and  fiaally,  wIkb  he 
add^,  he  was  a  poet  laareat^  they  laogh'dy  aad  laid,  bayet  was  aevar 
mm%  cheap  thaa  nowj  and  that  liacc  Petrarch's  time^  aoaehad 
Cfcr  he«s  tegiciinatcly  crown*d. 

^  Nor  had  be  lels  didkulcy  with  Charoa,  who  heariag  he  was  licfc^ 
jihomht  to  Make  booty  of  him,  and  aik'd  aa  cztraordioary  price  lor 
Jrii  ftflafs  overi  bttt  coming  to  payment,  he  foond  he  waa  (o  pooi^ 
as  he  was  icady  to  turn  him  hack  agea»  he  having  hardly  to  aoch  la 
his  msmlmm^  or  the  price  of  every  ordinary  paflenger. 

**  Being  arriv'd,  they  were  all  much  amaa'd  to  Ice  him  there, 
they  having  never  beard  of  his  being  dead,  neither  by  their  wceldy 
gasets,  nor  cryers  of  verfes  and  pamphlets  op  and  down ;  (as  common 
a  trade  there,  almoft  at  it  it  here  :}  nor  was  he  lefs  amas*d  than  cber, 
to  find  never  a  poet  there,  antieot  nor  modern,  whom  in  feme  fort 
or  other  he  had  not  difobKg*d  by  hit  difconmendationt  |  as  Homer, 
Virgil,  TaiTo,  Spencer,  and  cfpecially  Ben.  Johnfon;  contrary  to 
Plinies  rule,  never  to  drfcommend  any  of  the  fame  profeffion  with 
our  felves  t  '  for  either  they  are  better  or  worfe  than  yon  (fays  he) ; 
if  better,  if  they  be  not  worthy  commendations,  you  much  iefs ;  if 
worfe,  if  they  be  worthy  comoiendationt,  you  much  more :  to  etery 
ways  advantagiout  'tis  for  us  to  commend  others.*  Nay,  even  Shake- 
fpear,  whom  he  thought  to  have  found  hit  grcateft  friend,  wat  as 
much  offended  with  him  as  any  of  the  reft,  for  io  fpoiliog  and  mangling 
of  his  playi»  But  he  who  moft  vest  and  tormented  him,  was  hit  old 
antagonift  Jack  Donne,  who  mock*d  him  with  a  hundred  paflages  out 
of  Gondibertj  and  after  a  world  of  other  railing  and  fpightful  language 
(at  which  the  dodor  wat  excellent)  fo  exafperated  the  knight|  at  laft, 
at  they  fell  together  by  the  eart :  when  but  imagine 
What  tearing  nofethad  been  there. 
Had  they  but  nofes  for  to  tear  *. 

«  Mean 

,  *  John  Donne,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Donne  the  poet,  was  a  Civilian. 
He  is  faid  to  have  met  with  a  misfortune  fimilar  to  that  of  D'Ave- 
Jiant* 


'  9  The  bttildingi  fcenes,  &c.  of  that  theatre  coft  5000!.  according 
Id  a  ftatamsnt  given  in  a  petition  prefented  to  Queen  Anne  about  the 
tear  1709,  by  Charles  0*Avcnaat|  Charles  Killcgrcw,  Chriftopho: 
kkhf  and.  others. 
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•  Between  the  year  1671  and  1682,  when  the  King^s  and 
the  Duke  of  York'fr  iervanta  united,  (about  which  time 

Charles 

**  Men  time  the  comlck  poet^  mtde  a  ring  about  theniy  as  boja 
4o  when  they  hiri  dogt  together  by  the  ears  {  till  at  laft  they  were 
feparated  by  Pluto*s  officers,  as  diligent  to  keep  the  peace  a^nd  part  the 
fray*  as  yoar  Italian  Sbirri,  or  Spanifh  Alguacilo ;  and  Co  they  drag*d 
them  both  away,  the  do^gr  to  the  ftocks,  for  raifing  tumults  and 
difturbancet  in  hell,  and  the  knight  to  the  tribunal,  where  Minos, 
iCacus  and  Rhadamanthus  were  to  fit  in  judgement  on  him>  with 
Momus  the  common  accufer  ofthe  court. 

**  Here  being  arrived,  and  filence  commanded,  they  aflcM  him. his 
'quality  and  profeffion  :  to  whom  he  anfwerM,  he  was  a  Poet-laureate^ 
who  for  poetry  in  general  had  riot  his  fellow  alive,  and  had  left  none 
to  e^ual  him  now  he  was  dead :  and  for  eloquence. 

How  ntver  any  byterMii* 

H^ert  bigbtr^  or  fartbtr  ftretcb'd  tbsn  hit  \ 

Nor  iver  comparifoMM  ^ain 

Msdt  tbingt  compared  mart  elisr  Mndphtn* 

Then  for  his  plays  or  dramatick  poetry. 

Heto  tbat  of  The  Unfortunate  Lovers 

The  depth  of  tragedy  difcwert  $ 

Jhm  Love  and  Honour  jrmv  wtigbtfie 

Tbt  height  of  tragecoaudy  ; 

And  for  t'u^itt  f  the  Comtek  fro 

In  none  yet  tverflawCd  mp  higher  e 

But  coming  to  hit  Siege  of  Rhodes, 

Jt  outwent  atltberefi  by  tdd% f 

Andfomewbat^t  in*t,  that  d^t  omt^do 

Both  tb*  antienti  and  the  modent  toe*  .... 

««  To  which  Momus  anfwered :  that  though  they  were  never  fo 
jpod,  it  became  not  him  to  commend  them  as  he  did;  that  there  were 
faults  enough  to  be  found  In  them ;  and  that  he  had  niar^d  more  good 
^lays,  than  ever  he  had  made;  that  all  his  wit  lay  In  hyberbo.lies  an^ 
comparifons,  which,  when  lUCefTory,  were  commendable  enough, 
but  when  principal,  deferved  no  great  commendations;  that  hismufe 
was  none  of  the  nine,  but  onely  a  mungril,  or  by-blow  of  Parnaflus, 
and  her  beautv  rather  foohifticate  than  natural ;  that  he  o/!er*d  at 
learning  and  philofophy,  but  as  puUen  and  ftobble  geefe  oflTerM  to  fly, 
-who  after  they  had  flutters  up  a  while,  at  length  came  fluttering 
down  as  faft  agen ;  that  he  was  with  his  high-founding  words,  but'like 
empty  hogHieads,  the  higher  they  founded,  the  emptier  ftill  they  were  ; 
.and  that,  finally,  he  fo  perplex'd  himOelf  and  readers  with  pareothefia 
OQ  parenthefis,  as,  juft  as  in  fi  wildemefs  or  labyrinthi  til  fepfe  waa 
toft  in  them, 

Tj  <«A« 
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Charles  Mart ',  tlK  pruidpAl  fiipport  of  eke  fo 
faoy,  died,)  KimgUmr,  tmnrfJkkms,  Mmdtih^  and 


««  As  ^  iis  life  afl4  MMKfi,  tkef  «mU  aK  csuudc  HmI^  fiKC 
^lVM<iippot'<tf  tlKyvctclkcaiiovicMibs  Mtiy  he  vo«*i  fry. 

Be  «r#f  tf  jfW  gumf^mhmfw 

The  rkl,  b»e  Ui  eme/er  thef^tt ; 

Om  mtmm  be  iuVdfit  JmV  i^im 

Ar  w^'i  with  s/see  uegmime  x 

Wb'dp  be  mmjf  he  m  krd  St  Uef, 

Ftr  mfUm  be'djmaU  w  hresh  sje^. 
*'  Alii  tlio«1i  thisy  and  much  more,  wu  eugscntci  aplaft  Ihmd  W 
yi omuty  f  et  the  jo4£es  were  lb  favooribk  to  him,  bccavic  ht  Im 
k/t  the  moiea  fof  Aato,  as  th^  cpodemoed  him  onelj  (•  live  ia 
Ploto*t  court,  to  make  him  a»d  Proierpina  merrj  with  hia  facctioes 
jeafts  and  ftcriet ;  with  whom  in  ihort  time  he  hecaiBc  U  graciottS, 
by  complying  with  their  humoan,  and  now  an<i  then  irfffing  adiih  or 
two  of  meat  for  them  *,  as  chev  joy0*l  him  in  patent  with  Momas, 
and  made  him  fuperinterdcnt  of  au  their  l^rts  and  t ccreatioDS :  (o  at> 
onsJy  changing  place  and  pcribns»  he  is  now  In  as  good  condition  as 
he  was  before  j  and  Uves  the  Cune  Jifethere,  as  he  did  hue* 

«  P  O  S  T  8-  C  R  I  P  T. 

««  T«  the  Aaon  of  the  tbutte  U  L'lnctimS'lnii'TuJis* 

«  I  promifed  you  a  fight  of  what  I  had  written  of  Sir  William 
D*ATenant,  and  now  behold  it  here  s  hy  it  you  will  perceive  bow  much 
they  abufed  you,  who  told  you  it  was  iecii  an  abufive  thing.  If  you 
Jike  it  not,  take  heed  hereafter  how  y<^  diibbiige  him,  v^ho  can  not 
onely  write  for  you,  but  againft  yon  too« 

RICH.  ?JLECKKOp.- 

*  From  tibe  preface  to  Settled  Fsisl  Love»  1680,  it  (bould  feem  that 
he  had  then' retired  from^  the  ftage^. perhaps  io  the  preceding  year; 
for  in  the  prologue,  to  the  jimhith»s  Siatemsm,  1679,  are  theie 
lilKi,  evidently  alluding  to  him  and  Mr.  Mohun : 

**  The  timers  negled  and  maladies,  have  thrown 
*'  The  two  great  pillars  of  our  playhoufe  down.*' 
Charles  Hart,  who,  I  believe,  was  our  poet's  great  nephew,  is  faid  to 
liave  been  Nell  Cwin^s  firft  lover,  and  was  the  moft  celebrated  tragedian 
of  his  time. 

«  What 


*  Ihii  ^eemi  to  allude  to  a  fad  then  well  known.    D.'A tenant 
was  probably  admitted  to  the  piiYate  fuppers  of  Charles  the  Second. 
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Thf  Tempeft,  were  the  only  plays  of  oar  author  that  were 
exhibited  at  the  theatre  in  Dorfet  Gardens ;  and  the 

three 

'<  What  Mr.  Hart  delivers,  (fajs  Rymer)  every  one  takes  upoo 
content  j  their  eyes  are  prepodeOed  and  charmed  by  his  adlion  before 
aught  of  the  poet's  can  approach  their  earsj  and  to  the  moft  wretched 
of  characters  he  gives  a  lullre  and  brilliant,  which  dazsles  the  fight,  that 
the  deformities  in  the  poetry  cannot  be  perceived.**  *<  Were  I  a  poet, 
ftys  another  contemporary  writer,  nay  a  Fletcher,  a  Shakfpeare,  I 
would  quit  my  own  title  to  immortality,  fo  that  one  ^(kot  might  never 
die.  This  I  may  modeftly  fay  of  him,  (nor  is  it  my  particular  opinion, 
but  the  fenfe  of  all  mankind,)  that  the  bed  tragedies  on  the  £ngli(h 
llage  have  received  their  luflre  from  Mr.  Hart's  performance ;  that  he 
lias  left  fuch  an  impreflion  behind  him,  that  no  lefs  than  the  interval 
•f  an  age  can  make  them  appear  again  with  half  their  majefty  from 
any  fecond  hand.'* 

In  a  pamphlet  entitled  Tbt  Lift  of  tbi  late  famoys  comediaHf  T. 
Haynt,  8vo.  2701,  a  charadterillick  trait  of  our  poet's  kinfman  it 
preferved : 

<*  About  this  time  [1673]  there  happened  a  fmall  pkk  between 
Mr.  Hart  and  Jo,  upon  the  account  of  his  late  negotiation  in  France*, 
and  there  fpending  the  company  fo  much  money  to  fo  little  purpofe^ 
Wf.  as  I  may  more  properly  fay,  to  no  purpofe  at  all. 

y  There  happened  to  be  one  night  a  play  aded  called  Catilinii  Confpi' 
rscyy  wherein  there  was  wanting  a  great  number  of  fenators.  Now 
Mr.  Hart,  being  chief  of  the  houfe,  would  oblige  Jo  to  drefs  for  one 
of  thefe  fenators,  although  his  falary,  being  501.  per  week,  freed  him 
from  any  fuch  obligation. 

**  But  Mr.  Hart,  as  I  faid  before,  being  fole  governour  of  the  play, 
houfe,  and  at  a  fmall  variance  with  Joy  commands  ity  and  the  other 
muft  obey. 

"  Jo,  being  vexed  at  the  flight  Mr.  Hart  had  put  upon  him,  " 
fottnd  out  this  method  of  being  revenged  on  him.  He  gets  a  Scara- 
mouch drefs,  a  large  full  ruff,  makes  hi mfelf  whiskers  from  ear  to  ear, 
puts  on  his  head  a  long  Merry  Andrew*s  cap,  a  fliort  pipe  in  hit 
mouth,  a  little  three-legged  flool  in  his  hand ;  and  in  this  manner 
follows  Mr.  Hart  on  the  flage,  fets  himfelf  down  behind  him,  and 
begins  to  fmoke  hit  pipe,  laugh,  and  point  at  him.  Which  comical 
figure  put  all  the  houfe  in  an  uproar,  fome  laughing,  fome  clapping, 
and  (omt  hollaing.  Now  Mr.  Hart,  as  thofe  who  knew  him  can  aver, 
was  a  man  of  that  exadtnefs  and  grandeur  on  the  ftage,  that  let  what 
would  happen,  he'd  never  difcompofe  himfelf,  or  mind  any  thing  but 
what  he  then    reprcfentcd ;  and  had  a  fcene  fallen  behind  him,  hm. 

would 

^  Soon  after  the  theatre  in  Drury  Lane  was  bornt  down,  Tan. 
T671.Z,  Hayns  bad  been  fent  to  Paris  by  Mr.  Hart  and  Mr.  Killi- 
grew,  CO  examine  the  machinery  employed  in  the  French  Operas. 

T4 
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three  latter  were  not  reprefented  in  their  original  ftat«, 
but  as  altered  by  D'Avenaot^  and  Shadwell.  fietweea 
1682  and  1695,  when  Mr.Congreve,  Mr.  Betterton,  Mrs* 
Barry 9  and  Mrs.  Bracegirdle,  obtained  a  licence  to  open 
p,  new  theatre  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  Othello,  A  Mid^ 
/ummer-Nigbt*!  Dream,  and  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew, 
^re  the  only  plays  of  Shakfpeare  which  Downes  th^ 
prompter  mentions,  as  having  been  performed  by  the 
united  companies  :  j1  MUj'ummer'Night^s  Dream  was 
transformed  into  an  opera,  and  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew 
was  exhibited  as  altered  by  Lacy.  Dryden's  Troilus  and 
CreJJida,  however,  the  two  parts  of  K.  Henry  IF.  Twelfth 
Night,  Macbeth^  King  Henry  VIIL  Julius  Cafar,  and 
Hamlet,  were  without  doubt  fometimes  reprefented  in 
the  fame  period :  and  Tate  and  Durfey  furnifhed  the  fcene 
with  miferable  alterations  of  Coriolanus,  K,  Richard  II, 
King  Lear^  and  Cymbeline*.     Otway's  Caius  Marius, 

would  not  at  that  time  look  back,  to  have  feen  what  was  the  matter; 
which  Jo  knowing,  remained  ftiU  fmoaking ;  the  audience  continued 
laughing,  Mr.  Hart  a^ing,  and  wondering  at  this  unufual  occalion 
of  their  mirth  \  fometimes  thinking  it  fome  diflurbance  in  the  houle, 
again  that  it  might  be  fomething  amift  in  his  drefs  x  at  laft  turning 
himfelf  toward  the  fcenei,  be  difcovered  Jo  in  the  aforefaid  pofture  ; 
whereupon  he  immediately  goes  off  the  ftagc,  fwearing  he  would  nevef 
fet  foot  on  it  again,  unlef&  Jo  was  immediately  turned  out  of  doorSj^ 
which  was  no  fooner  fpoke,  but  put  in  pradice.** 

*  "  The  tragedy  of  Macbeth,  altered  by  Sir  William  D'Avenaoti 
being  dre<l  in  all  its  Bntty,  as  new  cloaths,  new  fcenes,  machines, 
as  flyings  for  the  witches,  with  all  the  Hnging  and  dancing  in  it,  (the 
firft  compofed  by  Mr.  Lock,  the  other  by  Mr.  Channel  and  Mr. 
Jofeph  Prieft,)  it  being  all  excellently  performed,  being  In  ibt  nature 
•f  An  tperu,  it  recompenced  double  the  expence :  it  proves  ftill  a 
lafting  play.**     Rofciut  jinglicanut^  p.  33.  8vo.  1708. 

«lni673,  The  temptfi  or  the  Juchanted  JJland,  made  into  an  opera 
by  Mr.  Shadwell,  having  all  new  in  it,  as  fcenes,  machines ;  one 
fcene  painted  with  myriads  of  aerial  fpirits,  and  another  flying  away, 
with  a  table  furniflied  out  with  fruiu,  fweaqneats,  and  all  forts  of 
viands,  juft  when  dukeTrinculo  and  his  company  were  going  to  dinner  { 
all  things  were  performed  in  it  fo  admirably  well,  that  not  any  fucceed- 
log  opera  got  more  moneyt"     Ibidem,  p.  34. 

*  King  Richard  //•  and  King  Lear  were  produced  by  Tate  in  168 1, 
before  the  union  of  the  two  companies ;  and  CcrioUnui,  under  the  title 
of  The  Ingratitude  of  a  Common  wealth,  in  i68a.  In  the  fame  year 
appeared  Duifey*!  alteration  of  CymbeVine^  under  the  title  of  7i&«  Injured 
Princeft» 

which 
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virUicli  was  produced  in  1680,  ufurped  the  place  of  oar 
poet's  Romeo  and  Juliet  for  near  feventy  years,  and  Lord 
Lanfdown's  Je^  of  Venice  kept  pofleffion  of  the  ftagc 
from  the  time  of  its  firft  exhibition  in  1701,  to  the  year 
1741,  Dry  den's  All  for  Lo^ve^  from  1678  to  1759*  was 
performed  inftead  of  our  author's  Antony  and  Cleopatrai 
and  D'Avenant's  alteration  of  Macbeth  in  like  manner 
was  preferred  to  our  author's  tragedy,  horn  its  firft  ex- 
hibition in  1663,  for  near  eighty  years. 

In  the  year  1700  C-ibber  produced  his  alteration  of 
K.  Richard  III.  I  do  not  find  that  this  play,  which  was 
fo  popular  in  Shakfpeare's  time,  was  performed  from 
the  time  of  the  Refloration  to  the  end  of  the  laft  cen- 
tury. The  play  with  Gibber's  alterations  was  once 
performed  at  DruryLane  in  1703,  and  lay  dormant 
from  that  time  to  the  28th  of  Jan.  1710,  when  it 
was  revived  at  the  Opera  Houfe  in  the  Haymarket ; 
fince  which  time  it  has  been  reprefented,  I  believe, 
more  frequently  than  any  of  our  author's  dramas,  eic- 
cept  Hamlet. 

On  April  23,  1704,  The  Merry  Wives  ofWindfor,  by 
command  of  the  Queen,  was  performed  at  St.  James's* 
by  the  a£lors  of  both  houfes,  and  afterwards  publickly 
reprefented  at  the  theatre  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
May  18,  in  the  fame  year,  by  Mr.  Betterton's  com- 
pany; but  although  the  whole  force  of  his  company 
was  exerted  in  the  reprefentation,  the  piece  had  fo 
little  fuccefs,  that  it  was  not  repeated  till  Nov.  3, 
1720,  when  it  was  again  revived  at  the  fame  theatre, 
and  afterwards  frequently  perforjned. 

From  1709,  when  Mr.  Rowe  publifhed  his  edition  of 
Shakfpeare,  the  exhibition  of  his  plays  became  much 
more  frequent  than  before.  Between  that  time  and  1740, 
our  poet's  Hamlet,  Julius  Cafar,  K,  Henry  FlIL  Othello, 
K.  Richard  III,  King  Lear^  and  the  two  parts  of  King 
Henry  IK  were  very  frequently  exhibited.  Still,  howe- 
ver, fuch  was  the  wretched  tafte  of  the  audiences  of 
thofe  days,  that  in  many  inftances  the  contemptible 
^heraiions  of  his  pieces  were  preferred  to  the  originals. 

Durfey'i 
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Duxky*B  InjurtdPiincefs^  i^hich  had  not  been  aded  from 
1697,  was  again  revived  at  Drury  Lane»  Odober  5, 
1717,  and  afterwards  often  reprefciited.  Even  Raven - 
crofc't  T//ifj  JnJrotticus,  in  which  ail  the  faults  of  the 
original  are  greatly  aggravated,  took  its  corn  on  the 
.  fcene,  and  after  an  intermiffion  of  fifteen  years  was  re- 
vived at  Drury  Lane  in  Augufl  1717,  and  afterwards 
frequently  performed  both  at  that  theatre  and  the 
theatre  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  where  it  was  exhibited 
for  the  firft  time,  Dec.  21,  1720..  Corioianus,  which  had 
not  been  aded  for  twenty  years,  was  revived  at  the 
theatre  in  Lincoln Vlnn-Fields,  Dec.  13,  1718;  and 
in  Dec.  17 19*  X^ing  Richard  II,  was  revived  at  the 
fame  theatre :   but  probably  neither  of  thefe  plays  was 

then  r^refented  as  originally  written  by  Shakfpeare', 

Meafure  for  Mtafurty  which  had  not  been  aded,  I  ima^ 
'^ne,  from  the  time  of  the  fuppreOion  of  the  theatres 
in  164ZS  was  revived  at  the  fame  theatre,  Dec.  8, 
1720,  for  the  purpofe  of  producing  Mr.  Quin  in  the 
charadler  of  the  Duke,  which  he  frequently  performed 

jwith  fuccefs  in  that  and  the  following  years.   Much  ado 

^bout  nothings  which  had  not  been  aded  for  thirty  years, 
was  revived  at  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  Feb.  9,  1721 ;  but 
after  two  reprefentations,  on  that  and  the  following 
evening,  was  laid  afidc.  In  Dec.  1723,  King  Htnry  V. 
was  announced  for  reprcfcntation,  "  on  Shakfpeare's 
foundation,"  and  performed  at  Drury  Lane  fix  times 
in  that  month  ;  after  which  we  hear  of  it  no  more : 
and  on  Feb.  a6,  1737,  King  John  was  revived  at 
Covent  Garden.  Neither  of  thefe  plays,  I  believe, 
had  been  exhibited  ftom  the  time  of  the  downfall  of 
the  ftage.  At  the  fame  theatre  our  poet's  fecond  part 
<tiKiHg  Henry  /^.  which  had  for  fifty  years  been  driven 

S  In  the  theatrical  advertifcment,  Feb.  6,  1738,  J^Tm^  Richard  IL 
(vhich  was  then  produced  at  Covent  Garden,)  was  faid  not  to  have 
Wen  aded  fot  forty  years. 

♦  On  the  revival  of  this  play  in  1710,  it  was  announced  as  not 
having  been  aded  for  twenty  years ;  but  the  piece  which  had  been  per- 
Idrx&ed  Uk  the  year  X70O1  wis  not  Shakfpeare's^  but  Gildon*s. 

from 
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fitom  the  fcene  by  the  play  v^hieh  Mr.  Betterton  fab. 
ftituted  in  its  place,  refumed  its  (tation,  being  produced 
at  Covent  Garden,  Feb.    i6,  17)8;  and  on  the  23d  of 
the  fame  month  Shakfpeare's   JfC.  Henry  F.  was  per- 
formed there  as  originally  written,  after  an  interval, 
if  the   theatrical   advertifement.  be   corrcdt,    of    forty 
years.      In   the   following   March  the  fame  company 
once  exhibited  the  Firfi  Part  of  King  Henry  FI,  for 
the  firft   time,  as   they  aflcrted,  for  fifty  years'.     As 
you  like  it  was  announced  for  reprefentation  at  Drury 
Lane,  December  20,  1740,  as  not  having  been  afled 
for  forty  years,  and  reprefented   twenty- fix  times^  in 
that  feafon.     At  Goodman's   Fields,  Jan.   15,    1741, 
y^tf  Winter^ s  Tale  was  announced,  as  not  having  been 
ad^ed  for  one  hundred  years ;  but  was  not  equally  fuc- 
cefsfiil,  being  only  performed  nine  times.    At  lyrMrf 
Lane«  Feb.  14,  I74l»  The  Merchant  of  Venice^  which,  I 
believe,  had  not  been  aded  for  one  hundred  years,  was 
once  more  reftored  to  the  fcene  by  Mr.  Macklin,  who 
oa  that  night    firft  reprefented  Shylock  ;  a  part  which 
for  near  fifty  years  he  has  performed  with  unrivalled 
fnccefs.     In    the    folbwing  month    the    company  at 
Goodman's  Fields  endeavoured  to  make  a  ftand  againft 
him  by   producing    AlVs  'well  that  ends  w^//,  which, 
they  alferted^  **  had  i\ot  been  aded  iince  Shakspeare's 
tiine.''.   But  the  great  theatrical  event  of  this  year  wat 
the    appearance   of  Mr.  Garrick   at    the  theatre  in 
Goodman's  Fields,  Od.  1*9,  1741  ;  whofe  gtx>d  tafteled 
him  to  ftody  the  plays  of  Shakfpeare  with  more  affiduity 
than  any  of  his  predecefFors.     Since  that  time,  in  con- 
fequence  of  Mr.  Garrick's  admirable  performance  of 
many  of  his  principal  charaders,  the  frequent  reprefen- 
tation of  his  plays  in  nearly  their  original  ftate,  and 
above  all,  the  various  refcarches  which  have  been  made 
lor  the  purpofe  of  explaining  and  illuftrating  his  works, 
our  poet's  reputation  has  been  yearly  increafing,  and 

s  Kimg  Henry  VL  altered  frorar  Shakfpenre  by  Theophilas  Cibber, 
wai  performed  by  a  fummei  coinfany  at  Drary  Lane,  JuJj  5,  1723 1 
bat  it  met  with  00  fuccefi^  beiog  reprefented  only  once* 

4  it 
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is  ncm  fixed  upon  a  bafis,  which  neither  the  !ap(e  of 
time  nor  the  fiudaation  of  opinion  will  ever  be  able 
to  (hake.  Here  therefore  I  conclude  this  imperfed  ac- 
cosnt  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Engliih  Stage* 


EMENDATIONS    and    ADDITIONS. 

Vol.  I.     Part  I. 

Page  73«  1.  4*]  The  mark  X  hai  been  placed  by  the 
careleiTacis  of  the  compofitor  before  the  edition  of 
1565.^  It  ooght  to  have  been  placed  before  that  of 
1567- 

Pag.  119.  1.  2.1  To  Shakfpeare's  income  from  his 
real  and  perfonai  property  muft  be  added  £.  aoo  per 
Ann.  which  he  probably  derived  from  the  theatre,  while 
he  continued  on  the  flage.     See  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  156. 

Pag.  119.  n.  7.  1.  10.]  Foriiis.  r.  xiiis.  The  mif- 
take  was  made  by  Dugdale. 

Pag.  123.  n.  2.]  Dr.  Hairs  pocket-book  after  his 
death  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  furgeon  of  Warwick,  who 
publilhed  a  tranflation  of  it,  (with  fome  additions  of 
ills  own)  under  the  title  of  SeUa  Ob/n'vations  on  EngUjb 
Bodies  of  eminent  perfons ,  in  defperate  di/ea/es,  &C..The 
third  edition  was  printed  in  1683. 

Pag.  128.  1.  II.]  For  1623,  r.  1621. 

Pag.  131.  n.  a.  1.  4-]  After  ^c.  add —  And  in  the 
fifth  line  we  find  a  thought  which  our  poet  has  alfo  in* 
troduced  in  K.  Henry  FIIL 

*'  Ever  belov'd  and  loving  may  his  rule  be! 

•*  And,  when  old  time  fhall  lead  him  to  his  grave, 

**  Goodnejs  and  he  Jill  up  one  monument  P* 

This  epitaph  muft  have  been  written  after  the  year 
1600,  for  Venetia  Stanley,  who  afterwards  was  the 
wife  of  Sir  Keneira  Digby,  was  born  in  that  year.  With 
a  view  to  afcertain  its  date  more  precifely,  the  churches 
of  Great  and  Little  Waltham  have  been  examined  for 

the 
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tke  monument  faid  to  have  been  ere£kcd  to  Lady  Locy 
Stanley  and  her  four  daughters,  but  in  vain ;  for  no 
trace  of  it  remains :  nor  could  the  time  of  their  refpedive 
deaths  be  afcertained,  the  regiHers  of  ihofe  pariflief 
being  loft. 

Pag.  137.  1.  14  of  the  note.]  For  her,  r.  iktu 

Pag.  161.  n.  7.  1.  5.]  For  tMMm,  r.  tuus. 

Pag.  161.  n.S.  1.  2.]  For  1685,  r.  in  or  aiotu  l6Su 

Pag.  171.  n.  1.  1.2.]  For  tm,  r,  eighteen, 

Pag.  173.  n.7.  1.  4.]  For  Scrn,  r.  baptisceti. 

Pag.  187.  n.  5.  1.  5.1  For  July,  r.  June. 

Pag.  197.  n.  1.  1.  9.]  For  1735»  r.  1635.  After  line 
10,  add — 

William  BaiTe,  according  to  Wood,  [Aiben.  Oxom. 
Vol.  I[.  p.  812,]  **  was  of  Moreton  near  Thame  in 
Ox£)rdihire,  and  was  fometime  a  retainer  to  the  Lord 
Wenman  of  Thame  Park."  There  are  fome  verfca  by 
him  in  Annalia  Oubrtnfia^  4to.  1636 ;  and  in  Batburft*s 
Life  and  Remains  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Warion,  8vo, 
J761,  there  is  a  poem  by  Dr.  Bathurft  "  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam  B^Stt  upon  the  intended  publication  of  his  Poems^ 
Jan.  13,  1651."  The  volume  never,  I  believe,  ap« 
peared. 

Pag.  209.]  To  the  letters  /.  M.  S.  add  this  note. 

Probably,  Jafper  Mayne,  Student.  He  was  born  in 
the  year  1604,  and  became  a  Member  of  Chrift  Church, 
in  Oxford,  in  1623,  where  he  wa»  foon  afterwards 
eleded  a  Student.  In  1628  he  took  a  bachelor's  degree, 
and  in  June  1631,  that  of  a  Mafter  of  Arts.  Thefe 
verfes  hrft  appeared  in  the  folio,  1632. 

Pag.  212,  n.  5.]  Dels  this  note.  The  Fortune 
company,  I  find  (torn  Sir  Henry  Herbert's  Manufcript, 
removed  to  the  Red  Bull,  and  the  Prince's  Company  to 
the  Fortune,  in  the  year  1640;  thefe  verfes  therefore 
could  not  have  been  written  fo  early  as  1623. 

Pag.  230.  1.  17.]  For  1789.  r.  1790. 

Pag.  234.  1.7.]  For  1789.  r.  1790. 

Pag.  264.  n.  4.  1.7.]  ForTbeJe  'werenot,  x.None  9/ 
ibe/e,  except  Othello,  werc^ 
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Pag.  309.  1.  19^]  For  tht  chilirtH  of  the  funn^s  chaftip 
r.  thefingimg  hoys  of  St.  Foul*!. 

Pag#  310.  J.  20.  J  For  among  tht  children  of  the  ehafel^ 
f  •   hy  t  hi  younger  hrooi  of  flayers, 

Pag4  331.  1.  6.]  Add-^  That  they  were  inftitutci 
about  the  year  1603^  when  King  James  acceded  to  the 
Englifh  throne,  may  be  collected  from  the  accobnt 
Ifiven  of  them  by  Wood  in  his  Athene  Oxonk  Vol.  II. 
p.  812  :  **  The  faid  games  were  hegun^  and  continued  at 
a  certain  time  of  the  year  for  40  years,  by  one  Robert 
Dover,  an  attorney  of  Burton  on  the  heath  in  Warwick- 
ftiire  \  who  did,  'with  lean>e  from  King  James  /.  felefk  a 
place  on  Cotfwold-hills  in  Glouceflerfhire,  whereoa 
tbofe  games  ihould  be  aded.  Dover  was  conftantly 
there  in  perlbn,  well  mounted  and  accoutred,  and  wat 
the  chief  diredor  and  manager  of  thofe  games,  even 
till  the  rafcally  rebellion  was  begun  by  the  Prefbyterians, 
which  gave  a  ftop  to  their  proceedings,  and  fpoiled  all 
that  was  generous  and  ingenious  elfewhere." 

Pag.  348.  The  Winter^ sTale,'\  I  have  obferved  in  a 
■ote  that  Ben  Jonfon  has  ridiculed  this  play  and  the 
^empeftt  in  his  Bartholomew  Fair^  which  firft  appeared 
in  the  year  1614,  and  that  he  might  have  been  induced 
to  do  fo  from  their  having  been  a«Sted  at  court  in  the 
preceding  ye^r.  But  I  am  now  inclined  to  think  that 
he  rather  Joined  thefe  plays  in  the  fame  cenfure,  in  con- 
lequencc  of  their  having;  been  produced  at  no  great 
diftance  of  time  from  each  other ;  and  that  The  Winter'' s 
Tale  ought  to  have  been  afcribed  to  the  year  161 5.  In 
the  office-book  of  Sir  Henry  Herbert  I  obfcrve,  that 
among  the  court-plays  performed  at  Chriftmas  were 
generally  included  the  laft  new  pieces  which  had  been 
exhibited  on  the  publick  (lage.  Several  of  Fletcher's 
latter  plays  were  performed  at  court  in  the  fame  year 
in  which  they  were  firft  reprefented.  But  the  entry 
which  has  been  quoted  in  a  preceding  page^,  relative  to 
The  fFinter's  Tale,  furnifties  a  ftill  ftronger  reafon  for 

«  P.  226, 

referring 


EMENDATIONS   AND  ADDITIONS,     lij 

referring  it  to  this  year;  for  it  appears  that  it  had  beea 
originally  licenfed  by  Sir  George  Buck,  and  that  the 
licenfed  copy  had  been  loft.  The  licenfed  copy  of  TJIfe 
Honeft  Mans  Fortune,  which  was  produced  in  the  year 
1613,  was  likewife  loft,  and  afterwards  re-licenfed  by 
Sir  Henry  Herbert  on  its  revival  in  1624-54  It  \% 
highly  probably  that  Ti'f  Winter^ sTaU  was  firtt  exhibited 
at  the  Globe  in  the  fame  year,  and  that  both  thefe 
pieces  were  deftroyed  by  the  fire  which  confumed  that 
theatre,  June  30,   161 3. 

Though  Sir  George  Buck  obtained  a  reverfionary  grant 
of  the  office  of  M after  of  the  Revels,  in  1603,  which 
title  Camden  has  given  him  in  the  edition  of  his  Bri^ 
tannia  printed  in  1607,  it  appears  from  various  docu- 
ments in  the  Pelis-cfiice  that  he  did  not  get  complete 
poiTeilion  of  his  place  till  Auguft  i6io. 

Pag.  376.  Coriolanus,]  I  have  fome  doubts  concerning 
the  concluding  remark  on  the  date  of  this  play.  The 
tree  which  is  fit  for  breeding  filk-worms,  is  the  wbiti 
mulberry,  of  which  great  numbers  were  imported  into 
England  in  the  year  1609:  but  perhaps  we  had  the 
other  fpecies,  which  produces  the  beft  fruit,  before  that 
time,  if  that  was  the  cafe,  my  hypothcfis  concerning  the 
time  when  our  poet  planted  the  celebrated  mulberry  tree» 
may  be  controverted.     Valeat  quantum  <v alert  pe^t* 

Pag.  406.  1.  6*]  One  of  the  leaves  of  Sir  Henry 
Herbert's  Manufcript,  which  was  miffing,  having  been 
recovered  fince  this  page  was  printed,  I  find  that  The 
Ladies  Trial  was  performed  for  the  firft  time  at  the 
Cockpit  theatre  in  May  1638,  on  the  3d  of  which 
month  it  was  licenfed  by  the  M after  of  the  Revels« 
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EMENDATIONS   and    ADDITIONS. 

Vol.  1.     Part  II. 

Historical  Account  op  the  Enclisr  Staoi* 

Joft  af  this  work  was  iflaing  from  the  prefsy  fotam 
eorioiM  Manofcripts  relative  to  die  ftage,  were  found  m^ 
Dulwich  College,  and  obligingly  tranfmitted  to  me* 
ftom  thence.  One  of  thefe  is  a  large  folio  roLmaer&f 
accoants  kept  by  Mr.  Philip  Henflowe,  who  appears  w 
have  been  pix^iecor  of  the  Rosi  Theatre  near  the^ 
JBankfide  in  Soathwark.  hj 

The  celebrated  player,  Edward  Alleyn,  who  hss  erfon- 
neoufly  been  fuppofed  by  Mr.  Oldys,  the  writer  of  his 
life  in  the  Biografhia  Britannica,  to  have  had  three 
wives,  was  married,  as  appears  from  an  entry  in  this 
book,  to  Joan  Woodward,  on  the  22d  of  Odlober,  159*^ 
at  which  time  he  was  about  twenty-fix  years  old.  Thi»> 
ladv,  who  died  in  1623,  was  the  daughter  of  Agnes,  the 

widow  of Woodward,  whom  Mr.  Philip  Henflowe, 

after  the  death  of  Woodward,  married :  io  that  Mr. 
Henflowe  was  not,  as  has  been  ^ppofed,  AUeyn^s  father- 
in-law,  but  only  ftep-father  to  his  wife. 

This  Mf.  contains  a  great  number  of  curious  notices 
relative  to  the  dramatick  poets  of  the  time,  and  their 
produdions,  from  the  year  1597  to  1603,  during  whick. 
time  Mr.  Henflowe  kept  an  exa£l  account  of  all  the 
money  which  he  din>urred  for  the  various  companies  of 
which  he  had  the  management,  for  copies  of  pla^s  and 
the  apparel  which  he  bought  for  their  reprefentauon.  I 
£nd  here  notices  of  a  great  number  of  plays  now  \o&, 
with  the  authors'  names,  and  feveral  entries  that  tend  to 
throw  a  light  on  various  particulars  which  have  been 
difcufTed  in  the  preceding  Hiftory  of  the  Englijh  Stage, 
as  well  as  the  Effay  on  the  order  of  time  in  ivbich  Sbak" 
j^MTfV  flays  wert  'written.    A  ftiii  more  curieus  part  of 

thia 


EMENDATIONS  AND  ADDITIONS,  i^ 
tlui  Mf.  if  a  regiHer  of  ail  the  plays  performed  by  the 
ienraats  of  Lord  Straoge,  and  the  Lord  Admiral,  and 
Dj  Other  companies,  between  the  19th  of  February 
1591-1,  and  November  5,  1597.  This  regifter  ftrongl^ 
confirms  the  conje£hires  that  have  been  hazarded  re- 
lative to  the  fir  ft  part  of  KiHg  Henry  FI.^  and  the  play 
trhich  I  have  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  on  the 
fttbjed  of  Hamlet.  In  a  bundle  of  loofe  papers  has  alfo 
been  ^nd  an  exadt  Inventory  of  the  Wardrobe,  play- 
books,  properties.  Sec,  belonging  to  the  lord  Admiral's 
ifervants. 

Though  it  is  not  now  in  my  powdr  to  arrange  thefe 
▼ery  cunoas  materials  in  their  proper  places,  I  am  un- 
willing that  the  publick  (hould  be  deprived  of  the  infor- 
mation and  entertainment  which  thev  may  afford ;  ancl 
therefore  (hall  extract  from  them  all  iuch  notices  as  ap- 
pear to  me  worthy  of  prcfervation. 

In  the  regiftcr  of  plays  the  fame  piece  is  frequently 
repeated :  but  of  thefe  repetitions  I  have  taken  no  notice, 
liaving  tranfcribed  only  the  account  of  the  firft  reprefen- 
tation  of  each  piece,  with  the  fum  which  Mr.  Hendowe 
gained  by  it  \ 

B/ 

'  It  St  clear  rrom  Tub fequent  entries  made  hj  Mr.  HenHowe  that 
uie  funit  in  the  margin;  oppofitc  to  each  play,  were  not  the  total 
tccciptt  of  the  houfe,  b  <t  what  he  received  as  a  proprietor  from  either 
iulf  err  the  whole  of  the  galleries,  which  appear  to  have  been  appropri^ 
ated  to  hifti  to  reimburfe  him  for  expences  incurred  for  drclTes,  copies^ 
lkc«  for  the  theatre.  The  profit  derived  from  the  rooms  or  boxes,  &c. 
was  divided  among  fuch  of  the  players  as  poHefled  Jbans,  In  a  fub(<f- 
^uent  page  I  find—"  Here  1  begynne  to  teceve  the  whole galUrejs  from 
ttiu  day,  beinge  29  of  July,  1598.**  At  the  bottom  of  the  account, 
which  ends  0€t.  13,  1599*  is  this  note :  "  Received  with  the  company 
of  my  brd  of  Nottingbams  men,  to  this  place,  being  the  13  of  Odob^ 
1599,  and  yt  doth  apeare  that  I  have  received  of  the  dtati  which  they 
owe  unto  me,  iij  hundred  fifue  and  eyght  pounds.** 

Again:  **  Here  I  begane  to  receive  the  gallereys  agayne,  which 
they  received,  begynninge  at  Mihellmat  weeke^  being  the  6  of 
Oftober,  1599,  as  folioweth/* 

VoL.I.  PAiTlI.  *\J  Aftint 


tpo     £MEra>ATK)l«3  AND  ABDiTiOffl 

By  the  fabfeqaent  reprefentations,  fometunes  a  largefj^ 
and  fometiiDCS  a  Icfs,  fum,  was  gained.  The  figures 
within  crotchets  (hew  how  often  each  piece  was  rcprc- 
£cnicd  within  the  time  of  each  account. 


/•  In  the  name  of  God^  Jmin,  1591>  htiinninge  the  19 
of  ftbrearj  mj  g.  lord  Stranges  men,  at  follvwttb, 
1591: 

R.  zt  fryer  bacone  *,  the  19  of  febrcary, 

(faterday|  [4] 
*i        mulomurco *, the 20 of  febr.  [11] 
—  Orlando  ♦,  the.  2 1  of  febreary  [  1 J 
m      ■  fpanes  (Spanifh)  comedye,  den 

oracioy   (Don  Horatio)  the 

23  of  febreary,  [3] 
p  Syr  John  mande'vilU,  the  24  of 

febreary,  [5] 
>  i^^r^   £/*  corniviiU,    (Henry  of 

Cornwall)  the  25  of  febre- 
ary I59J»  p] 
jp.—-  the  Jeiju  of  malltufey  ( Malta)  the 

26  of  febreary  1 5  9 1  >  [  i  o] 
«■!         r/flr^j  «W  orgafio  the  2S  of  fe-  , 

brcary  1591,  [i]       -      ;  • 
■I     ■  foope  Jone^  the  4  of  marche 

1591,  [i] 


/. 

J. 

d. 

0. 

xvii. 

ixL 

c 

xxix. 

0. 

o. 

«vi. 

yi- 

0. 

xiii. 

VI. 

0. 

xii. 

vi. 

o. 


XXXIU    0^ 


].   o. 


XVllt.     Q. 


XV,    o» 


Again  %  *'  My  lord  of  Pcmbrokcs  men  bcjanfic  to  pla3'a  at  theRoie^ 
the  iS  of  0£tober>  i6co,  as  fuUowech : 
1.     </. 
((  K,  ^t  lie ke unto  licke  \i.  6. 

^  «*  R.  at  Rodtrtck v " 

Five  (billings  could  not  poHibly  have  been  the  total  receipt  of  the 
boufe,  and  t  .cre/bre  mull  have  been  that  which  the  proprietor 
^ccived  00  his  feparate  account. 

*  Fritir  Bacom  and  Friar  Burtf^aft  by  Robert  Gieene. 
3  In  a  fubfequent  entry  cailed  MulamuUtico*    The  play  meant  Wa» 
probably  The  Battle  rf  Alcazar,     See  the  firft  fpeech : 

«<  This  brave  barbarian  lord,  Muly  Mdouo^*  &c. 
-  4  Criando  Furiofcf  by  Robert  Crecne>  printed  m  1599* 

R.  ar 


JSMEN&ATtONS  AND  A£»)tTIOKS.     tft 

IL  At  matckavellt  the  2  of  marche 

.      I59>>l5]     ,    -        -         - 
'  ■  '■  benerytbe  *vi^.  the  3  of  marche 

■  ^r/r^  *  and  Kichardo^    the  4  of 

marche  1591,  [3]      - 
■■  liVV  playts   in   cue'',    the   6  of 

marche  1591,  [4] 

■  //^r    looking-glaft  *,     ifcc    S    of 

marche  1591,  [4] 
■'■        /enobiay    (Zcnobia)    the    p  of 

marche  «59l>  [i] 
■*  ■        Jerontmo^   the    14   of   marche 

—  confiantittf,  the  21   of  marche 

1591,  [i]        -        -         . 
•— -  jiru/alem  ^,  the  22  of  marche 

1591,  [2]         -         - 
■■        brandymeTf  the  6 of  april I  i CO i , 

[»]---- 

■','■       /ifo  comedy  of  Jetonimo^  the   10 
of  April  1 59 1,  [4]      -      - 

s  In  the  DiJertHUn  on  the  tbreifartt  o/K.  Henry  VJ.  I  conje^red 
tliat  the  piece  which  we  now  call  *rbe  firftpare  efJC,  Htnry  yi,  was, 
when  firft  perfonned,  called  The  play  tfKmg  Hcttry  Vh  We  find  here 
that  fii^h  was  the  fa^.  This  play,  wiuch  I  an  consent  was  not 
originally  the  produ£^ion  of  Shakipeare,  but  of  another  poieCy  was  ex- 
tremely popular,  being  r^refented  in  this  fej^fon  b^.tweep  M>rch  3  and 
June  19,  [1592]  no  lefs  than  thirteen  times.  Hjence  Naihe  in  a 
pamphlet  publiflied  in  this  year  fpeaks  of  ten  thoufand  fpe^tors  that 
had  Teen  it.     See  D'ljfertation^  Su*  Vol*  VI.  p.  390* 

^  Afterwards  written  Bymdo, 

7  This  could  not  have  jjisen  the  pieoe  called  jflPs  utf  9r/99rfUjs  in 
€iUy  of  which  tb€  T^rkjbiri  Tragedy  made  a  part^  becaufe  the  fai3  on 
wrnicK  that  piece  is  founded  happened  in  1605* 

^  The  Locking  gUfs/or  London  and  England^  by  Robert  Greeae  and 
Thomas  Lodgei  printed  in  1598. 

9  Probably  Tba  DefirnSion  of  Jernjnkm^  bj  Dr.  ThOQiai  L«g|e« 
^  Wooa*i  Fnfi.  Oxw*  VoU  I.  p.  133* 

U  2  .  B.  at 


/. 

$• 

ii. 

0- 

xiii. 

o. 

•  •• 

111. 

VJ. 

8. 

o. 

xvi. 

o. 

iii. 

xi. 

o. 

0. 

vii. 

0. 

0. 

xxii. 

vi. 

iii. 

X2. 

o* 

o* 

xii. 

0. 

0. 

xviii. 

o. 

o. 

xxii. 

0. 

0.  : 

icxviii. 

o. 
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R.  at  Tiff    and    Ve/pafian,    (Titus      L 
Vcfpafian)  the  1 1  of  April! 

>59»»  [7J  -  -  -  i"- 
*         tbt  fecond  pte  of  tamderzanne, 

(Tamberlanc)    the    28    of 

april  1592,  [j]  -  -  iii. 
—  ihi  tanner  of  Denmarke^  the  28 

of  maye  1592,  [i]  -    iii. 

mmmmm  a  kuackc  to  knotjj  a  Anave*,   10 

day  [of  June]  1592,  [3]         iii. 


<f0 

■/" 

•  «•■ 
1111. 

a. 

iiii. 

d* 

xiii* 

o. 

3iii. 

o. 

"  In  tbt  name  of  God  Jmen,  1592^ 
of  Defember. 

beginning  the  29 

R*  at  tbe  gelyons  comedey   (Julian  of 
Brentford)  the  5  of  Jenew- 

/.             /.               dm 

m         the  comedy  of  cofmOf  the  12  of 

o.  xxxxiiii.    o. 

Jenewary  1592,   [2] 
•          the  tragcdey  of  the  guyes  ',  30  of 
Jenewary*,   [1] 

0.       xxxx.  iiii. 
iii.          iiii.     0. 

*'  In  tbe  name  of  God ^  Amenj  beginning  the  27  ef  Defember 
1593,  the  earle  ofSuffex  bis  men. 

h  s.     d. 

"R,  n.t  God fpede  the  plough,  [2]        ,-     iii.  i,    o^ 

wmmmm  bewen  of  Burdocks,  (Huon  of 
Bourdeaux)  the  28  of  De- 
fember 1 593 >  [3]         -      -    iii.  Xa  Ku 

■  george  a^green  ',  the  29  of  De- 

fember 1593,  [4]  -         Jii.  X.    o. 

— .  buciingbam,  the  30  Of  Defem- 
ber 1593,  [4]         .         -     o.  IL   o* 

•  Printed  in  1594* 

■  Probably  Tbe  Majfacre  of  Parity  by  Chriftopher  Marlowe. 

*  In  confequence  of  the  great  plague  vsk  the  year  I593>  all  theatri- 
cal entertainments  were  forbid. 

3  l^bis  play  is  printed. 

R.  at 
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^  Sit  Richard  the  Conf (for \  the  ^l      s.         s.  J. 

of  Defember  IS93>  [»]      -      o.    xxxviii,    o. 

■■■         nuilliam  the  conkerer,  the  4  •f 

Jenewary  1593,  [1]         -        O.  xxii.    o. 

»         frier  franc  is,  the  7  of  Jenewaiy 

'S93»  [3]        -        -         -    !"•  i-    o. 

—  the  piner  of  ^^\:akefcild ',  the  8  of 

Jenewary  1593,  [i]  -     o.        xxiii.    O. 

■  ahrame  ^  lotte,  the  9  of  Jenew- 

ary i593>  [3]         -  -     o.  Jii.    o. 

■  the  fain  mayd  of  ytale  (Italy) 

the  12  of  Jenewary  1 593,[a]      o.  ix.    o. 

m.^^^  King  lude,  {Lud)  the  18  of  Je- 
newary 1593,  [il  -        o.         xxii.    e. 

'  titus  and  andronicus  ^,  the  23  of 

Jenewary,  [3]        -  -    iii.  viii.    o* 


*•  //r  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  beginuittge  at  t after,  the 
queenes  men  and  my  lord  of  Soffcx  together^ 

R.  at  the  Rangers  comedy,  2  of  April 

—  kinge  leare"* ,    the  6  of  April 
»593'  [2]' 


XXXVlll.     o. 


4  This  piece  (hould  feem  to  have  been  written  by  the  tinker  la 
T^  Taminf^  of  the  Sbrtxu,  who  talks  of  Rtebard  Conqueror. 

5  This  play  was  printed  in  1599*  ' 

*  The  manager  of  this  theatre,  who  appears  to  have  been  e|.treac>y 
illiterate,  has  made  the  fame  miflake  in  the  play  of  Ttitms  and 
yAaJisn,  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  was  the  original  piece^ 
before  our  poet  touched  it.  At  the  fecond  reprefencation  Mr* 
Henflowe^s  (hare  was  forty  (hillings ;  at  the  third,  the  fame  fum. 

f  This  old  play  was  entered  on  the  Stationers*  booka  in  the  following 
year,  and  publi(hed  in  1605;  but  the  bookfeller,  that  it  might  be 
miiUken  for  Shakfpeare*s,  took  care  not  to  mention  by  whofe  iervantt 
it  had  been  performed. 

B  Five  other  old  plays  were  reprefentedj  whofe  titles  hive  been 
flready  given. 


u. 


o. 

XI. 

o* 

o. 

XVll. 

o. 

o. 

viii. 

0, 

^  Im  tbt  name  of  Gi/,  AMek,  iifiMki$rgi  /*  14  ef  mdp 

151^4,  by  my  lord  adtdiralls  mem 
^.  at  Cutiacke,  the  16  of  nityfe  1594,      /.  /•       /• 

[i]»        -  -  -         o,      xxxxii.    o, 

»«  Jn  the  name  of  God  Amen,  bertnninz  at  neiHn|;ton  *,  my 

lord  admirell  me^  and  my  lord  chamberlen  mtn,  as 

follo*weth,  I  594. 

&•  the  3  of  June  1594,  at  htafier  hnd       s^     .       /.      </, 

ajbenuetos*,  [2]  -  -      0»  viii-    O* 

—  5  of  June  i594»at  tf«//ro»fV«j, 

[2]         -         -  -         -      0.  xiu    O, 

— —  6  of  June  1594*  at  cktlacie, 
[12]         .... 
9}         8  of  June,  ztbellendan,  [17! 
■  9  of  June  i594,at^«/«/f/',  [i] 

w—  11  of  June  i594,at/^^/<iw/»^tf 

c/'tf^r^ov^*,  [i]         -       -      o,  ix,    o. 

9  Two  other  old  playb»  whofe  titles  have  been  alreidy  given»  on 
the  14th  and  15th  of  Miy. 

'  Howeiin  his  Continuation  of  Stowe*i  Chr^nide,  ^631,  mentions 
among  the  feventeen  theatres,  which  had  htta  built  within  fixty 
yearsi  **  one  in  former  time  at  NtwingfM  BuUm^* 

*>  Hefier  a  ltd  Abafyeiifs, 

3  In  the  EJ[>iy  on  the  Ordtr  tf  Shai/feare's  pl^t  I  have  ftated 
my  opinion,  that  there  was  a  play  on  the  fubje€l  of  Bamlety  prior  to 
our  author*s  j  and  here  we  have  a  full  confirmation  of  that  conjeAure. 
|{  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  our  poet's  play  (hould  have  heen  per- 
formed but  once  in  the  time  of  this  account,  and  tkat  Mr.  ^cnflowe 
ihould  have  drawn  from  fuch  a  piece  but  the  fum  of  eight  ihillmgSy 
When  bis  Ihare  in  feverai  other  plays  came  to  three  and  fometimes 
Four  pounds.  It  is  clear  that  not  one  of  our  author's  plays  was  played 
•t  Newington  fiuts)  if  one  had  been  performed,  we  dionld  cezcainly 
have  found  more.  The  old  Hmtntet  had  been  on  the  flage  before 
Xfj^^  i  and  to  the  performance  of  the  ghoft  in  this  piece  in  the  fommer 
ot  1594)  without  doubt  it  is,  that  Dr.  Lodge  alludes,  in  his  j^rs 
JBdifirUf  8cc  4to.  1596,  when  he  fpeaks  of  **  a  foul  lubber,  wha 
Ibokt  as  pak  as  the  vizard  of  the  ghoil,  who  cried  fo  miferably  aC 
the  theatre,  Hamlet,  rtvengt^^        •• 

4  The  piay  which  preceded  Shakfpeare*s.  It  was  printed  In  i4o7« 
There  is  a  (light  variation  between  the  titlea  j  our  poet's  piece  being 
f«IM  '[be  fueini  of  the  ^bnv>% 

R.thjf 


4L  ihe  la  of  June  1 994»  HJiiJtw 

— —  1 8  of  June  1 594, at iberang^s 
comedy f  [loj 


•—  19  of  June,  diithe  guies  ',  [10] 
.— ^  a6of  j«nel594.,at^«/lyiJ^[9] 
*-*— .  9  of  July  1594,  zlphillipa  and 


WIFWf 

WS.     ^5 

/. 

>  4*      y« 

iiii. 

o.    o. 

0. 

,    xxli.    0. 

o. 

liii.    o. 

iii^ 

O*     0. 

beiAjpolyto' ^\\z\       -  -     iii#  0«    O. 

•—  19  of  July  1594,  2Xtbeiptt 

of  Godfrey  of  Bullen,  [  1 1  ]       iii.  o.    O. 

^— ••  30  of  July  1594»  at  the  mar-^ 

chafitofcamdeiv^fli]       -     iii,  viiL    o. 

— «-  12  of  Auguft  1594,  at  tafles 

mellencoley  "^ i  [13]  -         lU*  O.    O. 

<  15  of  Auguft   1594,   at  ma- 

honutt  ■,  [8]  -  -     iiL  v;    o. 

«— «•  25  of  Auguft  159*1.,  at  the  iv- 
nefyan  (Venetian)  comedy, 
[11]         -         -         •  -      O.  1.  VI. 

, .  — r—  28  of  Auguft  1594,  at  tamh$r^ 

len,  [23]         -  -  -    liL  xi.    o. 

/:-*  .-I"    1 7  of .  ieptember  i594»  at/o- 
^'^  lamon  i^  ar/ett*,  [4]     .      -      o»  IL    O. 

— ^  24  of  feptemoer  1 594,  at  Fi' 
nejyoft  ^  the  love  of  and 
^^r    .  ['Mi\lnglejheladyi[l'\        *      o*    xxxxvii.    o» 

-'  <  s  f i&/  0^«i/>.  It  it  afcerwanls  called  *Tbi  Mtfiere,  u  e.  Tbi  JiUfkere 
■   if  Paris^  bj  Chriftopher  Marlowe* 
.      •  Q^jMrtus  Csefar. 
'"'   T  This  is  probably  the  play  which  1  k«avift  bookfeUer  abow  fixty 

T^trs  afterwards  entered  on  the  Statioaers*  books  as  the  froda^on  of 

Fhtlip  Mafiinger.     See  p.  228,  n.  %. 

'  9  r^*r  Miiaachoh,  *^  I  rather  fpiced  than  pkied  kim,  (fayt  old 
Uontagne)  when  B^faw  him  at  Ferrara,  in  fo  pi^tis  a  plight,  that 
.liefurvived  h\m(tiftp  mis-acknowledgiog  both  himfelfe  and  bis  la- 
bours, which,  unwitting  to  him  and  even  to  ^h  face^  have  been 
^ubli/hed  both  uncorre^d  and  maimed.**   Florio's  tranflation,  1603. 

■  Probably  Peelers  play,  cnUded  Mabfmee  swd  Him^thn/airGriek. 
See  Vol.  V.  p.  331.  n.  9. 

*  Palamon  and  yfrcife,    Od  this  old  play  Tbi  Two  wekli  Khfmem 
mu  probaUy  founded* 

U  4  Rthe 


■  4  of  October  1504^  £t  tbtimoe 

»/  ^  gajjf An  LaJj,  [12] 
•— —  18  of  odobcr  ic^f,    at  /iir 
freufbt  dbder^  [l  1] 

■  22  of  odober  I594.,at  akmackt 

to  kmfw  a  mcnefie  ^»  [  19]    - 
— ^  8  of  november  1394,  at  afnr 
i^tompii^.  [8]  .         - 

■  i6of  november  1594,  9Xde^ 

(le/yam,  [2] 

■  30  of  november  1594*  at  «tfr- 

Ae«  cbtBery  [7]     - 

■  2  of  deiember  1594*  at  th€ 

nvift  men  of  cbefter^  [20]      - 

^— •  i4of  defcmber   1594,  at /iv 

«4ja*;^*,  [4]  .  -       - 

■  19  Gf  defember  1^94,  at  the 

2  //^  o/"  tamherlen^  [  1 1  ] 
•— -  26  of  dcfcmbcr  1 594,   at  the 

fege  of  london,  [12^ 
•-—  II  of  febrcary  i594f  at  the 

frenjhe  comedey,  [6  J 
—  14  of  febrcary  1594,   at  long 

mege  of  *weftmefter^  [18] 
f— ■  21   of  febreary  1 5  94,  at  the 

macke^9  [i] 
•—  5of  marchc  1594,  at  feUo  l^ 

plemfo^,  [7] 
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y  Dr.  fsufuit  by  Chrlftopher  Marlowf . 

*  ^  Antf/I  /«  f /f«w  tfif  ^ofi^  «rtf«.     This  play  was  printed  in  1596* 

*  Stephen  OofTon  menttons  a  play  entitled  Tbt  Hlftety  ofC^Jar  mud 
P$m^ff,  wKUh  was  aAed  before  1586.  *' . 

4  The  msw  Wat  a  f  fme  at  cards.    The  play  U  afterwards  called 
Tki  fmt  {Cuhymt  mstoi, 
f '  This  if fn  wai  a  game  at  carda. 

*  SHf  Is  sfhrwardt  written  Sdje,  and  the  play  is  m  a  fubfeqaeat 
#Atry  called  Ohm^o  aad  Utnginiu 


B.  the  7  of  mayc  1595^'  ^^f^  fo^ojjJ-^'  '-     .  a;,    it 
ptc  o/liHerculous '\  [i9\     ,  '^    vi^         xiiu    O. 
—  23  of  maye  1595,  at^i&^'Z  /• ' 

'/    o/'HfrcoIaus,[^'\   •     •         -     in,  x,    o, 

■  3  of  June  1 59^,  at  tbefoiidayes'  ■' 

t         ofthtvjceke,  [19]       -         -     Hi,  ©.    O. 

•—  18  of  June  159^1  ac  tbt  z  ptt 

of  fe/ore,  (Casfar*)  [2]      -      o.  Iv.    o. 

■  20  of  June  1 99^9  at  ansony  H 

T/fl/Z^tf  »,  [3]  -  -        O*  XX.     o. 

■  29  of  augull  159;»   &t  longi^ 

Jbancii',  [14]         -  -     O.         xxxx.    o. 

»— «  5  of  of  feptember  1595*    at 

irackc  mee  fbis  notUf  \^l6^  iii.  o.    O. 

m         ij  of  feptember  1595,  at  /i# 

vb'orUes  tragedy f  (11]         -      iii.  v.    o. 

— T—  2  of  odober  1 595,  at  tbe  def* 

gyf^^y  [^]     -        -        -  ©•    xxxxiii.    o. 

^— -  15  of  odober  159^,  at /i&tf  wof^ 

d$r  of  a  lAjoman^  [xo'^     -  o.  liii.    o. 

I  29  of  oclober  1595,  at  barnar* 

do  i^  fiamaia,  [7J. 
^        1 4  of  november  1 595 ,  a/  a  toye 

to  pleaft  my  ladye  *,  [  7  ] 
>  28  of  november  1 595,  at  harry 

the  'v.^t  [13J  -  -     iii.  vi.    o. 

■  ■         29  of  november  1 595",  at  the 

lAjelJhemAn^  [i]         -  -      ©•  vii,    o. 

7  HeretileSi  written  b>  Martin  Slaughter. 

>  Probably  on  the  fubjedt  of  Shakfpeare*!  pUy. 

9  This  pi6ce  was  entered  in  the  Stationers*  books  by  Hamphref 
MoTely,  June  29,  1660,  as  the  produdion  of  Philip  Ma/Hnger. 

*  Probably  P«cJe'>  P^^y*  entitled  The  fam$Ms  Chronicle  ef  King 
EJfvard  /.  Jir named  Edward  Long^Jbankest  printed  in  1593* 

^  Afterwards  called  A  toy  tefteajt  cbafte  ladies, 

3  I  fuppofe,  the  play  entitled  7be  famous  vifiories  of  K,  Henry  V^ 
eontaining  the  honourable  batttl  of  Agincenri,  159S  3  in  wKich  ^ay 
be  found  the  rude  outlines  of  our  poet*«  two  patU  of  iCt  Henry  If^k 
suidK,  Henry  y. 

R.  the 


J9S    BtmnUTIDBB  AMD  ADDITHML 

|L,  die  3  of  JeDCwify  i^^,  itrii—      iL  &  J^ 

tflmgUmd^  [li  j  -         -      Ob  L    Gw 

— —  i5of  Jeiiewmrji595»at/cri«. 

germ^,  [13]         •         -  €w         zriiL    a 

—  3  of  fcbreary  1595,  st  die  1  /•    ^ 

0/  Fortemmatmj^,  [7]  -    iiL  O.    o* 

■  ■        12  of  febreary  i$9^»  at  liir 


l%\\  -  -  -    iiL 

■  29  of  aprill  1 596>  at  Juliam  tbg 

afcflaia^  [3]  -  -      O. 


Faprill  1 596>  at  Jaliam the 

19  of  aaye  15969  at  ioe  tra 
gidUofjgiKmfi',[y]       . 
— —  22  of  Jane  I  m6,  at  Trtye,  [4! 
■    !.■  1  of  Jaly i596,at^«nb/«ur»[ij       o.      xconFr   o. 
— —  18  of  July  1596,  9ttbcUmcker 

0/ tot  net  9         -  -  iii.  ~o»    o« 


o. 
o.    o« 


•*  /«  /i&^  name  of  God,  Amen,  beginning  one  [#»]  Slmcne 
and  Jtnuds  day,  mj  lord  admenules  men,  oj/oilc^etbi 
1596. 

[Here  twenty  plays  are  fet  dowa  as  having  i>ccii per- 
formed between  Odober  zj,  and  November  15,  1596: 
bat  their  titles  have  all  been  already  given.] 


•'  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  heginninge  the  25  ofno*vembtr 
1596,  as  followetb,  the  lord  admcrall  players  : 

/.  s.       d. 

R.  the  4  of  dcrcmbcr  1596,  at  Falte- 

ger,  \^12]         -  "         -  o.         XXXV.    o# 

•i— «  II    of    defember    1596,    at 

Steuokley* ,  \^ll']     •        -  o.         xxxx,    o. 

4  Pytbsgirdi,  written  by  Martin  SJatigheer. 
9  By  'rit»mi8  Dekker.    This  play  is  printed. 
9-  ny  Oeurge  Chapman.    Printed  ia  X598« 
f  Pbitau  by  Martin  Slaughter. 
«  TUU  play  wii  printod  U  black  Utter  in  2605. 

&.  the 
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R.  the  19  of  defemlMr  1 596,  tt  ff/^ar-         A        /.      /« 

cadMzers  [8]         -        •  O.      XX3U    o. 

■  30  of  df  fember  1996>  9X*uobat 

njuiil  6ejball  Ife,  [12]       -  O.  1.    O. 

■  14  of  Jenewary  1597,  at  siiex^ 

aniierl^lod'wicki^\^\f\  O.  Iv,    0« 

—  27  of  Jenewary  1 5 97, at wtfWiW 

hard  to  plea/e,[li\      -  6.  7,    8. 

— —  5  of  febrcary   I597,  at  O/^- 

ryf^,  [2]         -  -  3.  2.     I. 

■  ■     p"  19  of  marchc  1597*  at  ^«/V(P, 

[5].         .  .    .      .    . 

»■  I  '■  7  of  apnll  1 597,  at  'v plays  in 

one,  [10]  -  •  •        - 

—  13  of  aprill  1597,  at  timis  tri^ 

umph  and  fosaius^  [']  "  *  *        - 

— —  29  ot  uprill  1597,  at  Uttr  pen* 

dragon,  [5]  -  .  -        - 

^.        1 1  of  maye  1597*  at  tke  cnnedy 

^  tt«/rj»  (humours ')  [11]  •  •      • 

^         26  of  maye  I597#  at  harey  ihe 

Jifte  life  and  death  *,  [6] 


3  of  June  f  597»  at  fridery<kt 

and  hafelfers^y  [4I 
—  2  2  of  June  1 597 ,  at  Henges,  [  i  J 


30  of  June  1597,  at  lift  and 

death  of  Martin  Snumrtet  [$]  •  -        - 

■  14  of  July  1597,  at  ihe  nvrche 

[witch]  of  Iflyngton  *j  [2]  •  -       - 

9  The  fums  received  by  Mr.  Henfloire  frMD  tbi«  flace  are  ranged 
in  five  columns,  in  fuch  a  manner  at  to  furailh  no  precife  information* 

<  Perbap»  Ben  Joofon*!  Evtrif  man  in  bit  bmmcmr,  U  will  appear 
hereafter  that  he  had  money  deaungt  with  Mr.  Henflowe,  the  manager 
of  this  theatre,  and  that  he  wrote  for  him.  The  play  might  have  been 
afterwards  purchafed  from  this  company  by  the  Lord  Chamber]ain*i 
Servanti,  by  whom  it  was  aded  in  1598. 

*  This  could  not  have  been  the  play  ah«ady  mentioned,  becaufe  in 
that  Henry  does  not  die  j  nor  cbuld  it  have  been  Shakrpeare*s  play. 

3  Afterwards  written— JJa/r/i'tf. 

4  This  piece  was  performed  a  fcGOnd  tine  98  tilC  iSth  of  July, 
when  this  account  was  dofcd. 

I  "  /» 


^*  h  the  mmme  •/  G«/,  Jmem^  the  iv  ef^Ooher^  h^mam^ 
fliy  lord  adfflcralli  and  my  lord  of  peiabcokes  men  /# 
fUye mi  wfj hewje^  '597^ 

OQishtxW.  zx  Jeremy m9,  ^  - 

II.  zt  the  cemeifydfmmirs,  •  -  - 

1 6.  zidoder  feftes,  -  -  . 
I  p.  at  hardacmnte^ 

31.  zi  frier  JpendeltOH,  .  •  . 

NoTember  2.  at  Bourhon**  •  -  *  • '  - 


The  following  cnriout  paper  fbrniOies  os  withtDdre 
mccoiate  knowledge  of  the  properties,  &c.  of  a  theatre 
In  Shalcfpeare*s  time,  than  the  refearches  of  thtf^  Inbft 
indoftrious  antiquary  conld  hare  attained. 

*'  The  booke  of  the  Imventary  ef  the  geois  of  my  Lord 
Admeralles  men^  tacktm  tkt  10  of  Marche  im  ibt  jt^re 
1598. 

Gone  ^d  loile. 
Item^  j  orenge  taaey  fatten  dnbiet,  layd  thycke  with 

gowld  lace* 
//#«,  j  bkw  tafetie  fewt. 
Ittm^  j  payr  of  camatyon  fatten  Venefyons,  laydwkh 

gold  lace. 
Item^  j  longc-lhanckcs  fewte.  -     - 

Item^  j  Spoanes  dublet  pyncket« 
Jtem^  j  Spanerds  gyrcken. 
Item^  Haicy  the  fyftcs  dublet. 
item^  Harey  the  iyh^  Tellet  gowne. 
Item^  j  fryers  gowne. 
Item^  j  lyttell  dublet  for  boye. 

•'  The  En^entaty  of  the  Clonunes   Senvfes  and  Hermetes 

Sewtes^  rujtth  dievers  other  feiutes^  as  foUowetb,  ^59^* 
the  10  of  March. 

Jtemt  ]  fenetores  gowne,  j  hoode,  and  5  fenctores  capes* 
Item,  J  fewtte  for  Ncpton ;   Ficrdrackes    fewtcs   U^ 

Dobe. 
J>m,  iiij  gene&rcycs  gownes,  and  iiij  torchbercrs 

fcwtes. 

Item^ 
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'ttem,  iij  payer  of  red  ftrafcts,  [ftrofTers]  and  iij  fares 
*  gownc  of  buekrome. 

Item,  iiij   Herwodes  cottes,  and  iij  fogers  cottes,  and 

j  green  gown  for  Maryan. 
Item,  vj  grenecottes  for  Roben  Hoode,  and  iiij  knaves 

fcwtes. 
Item,  ij  payer  of  grenc  hofle,-  and  Anderibnes  fewte* 

j  whitt  (hepen  clocke. 
Item,  ij  roiTet  cottes,  andj  black  frefe  cotte,  and -iij 

preftes  cottes. 
Item,  ij  whitt  (heperdes  cottes,  and  ij  Danes  fewtes, 

.    and  j  payer  of  Danes  holTc* 
itim.  The  Mores  lymesS  and  Hcrcolles  lymes^  and 

Will,  Sommers  fewtte^ 
Item,  ij  Orlates  fewtes,  hates  and  gorgetts^   and  vij 

anteckes  cootes. 
Item,  Cathemcrfewte>  j  payer  of  doth  whttteftodcensi 

iiij  Turckes  hedes. 
Item,  iiij  freyers  gownes  and  iiij  hoodes  to  them,  and 
^  j  fooles  coate,  cape,  and  babell,  and  bran- 

howlttes  bodcys,  [bodice]  and  ^merlen[ Mer- 
lin's] gowne  and  cape.  ^ 
item,  ij  black  faye  gownes,   and  ij  cotton  gownes, 

and  j  rede  laye  gowne. 
Item,  j  mawe  gowne  of  calleco  for  the  qnene  •,  j  car- 

nowll  [cardinal's]  hatte. 
ttem,  j  red  fewt  of  cloth  for  pyge  [Pfyche],layed  with 

whitt  lace. 
Item,  V  pa^er  of  hoifc  for  the  downe,  and  v  gerkenes 

for  them. 
Item,  iij  payer  of  canvas  hoSe  for  afane,  ij  payer' of 

black  flrocers. 
"Item,  j  yelow  leather  dublett  for  a  downe^  j  Whitt- 

comes  dublett  poke. 

5  I  fufp*a  that  thcfc  were  the  limbs  of  Aaroit  the  Moor  in  Thut 
Jhdr§aicus^  who  in  the  original  play  was  probablj  tortured  on  the 
fUgc  Thit  ancient  exhibition  was  Co  moch  approved  of  by  RtTenf- 
croft,  that  he  introduced  it  in  his  play.— In  Tbt  Bstt/e  of  A/caiear 
there  is  alfo  a  Moor,  whofe  dead  body  is  brought  oa  theftage,  but 
not  in  a  diflocated  (late. 

^  Ja  the  ^lay  called  Msw. 

Item, 


Jtim^  £v€s  bodft^M,  [bfidsce]  j  pedante  ttvffet,  $nA 
iij  donnes  hattes* 
.   //*»»  J  PiT«f  ^f  ye\QW  cotton  flcves,  j  gollcs  fewt^ 
and  j  gollcs  bodeyes. 
Jifm,  xviij  cQ^e«  and  hattesi  Verones  Tonnes  hode, 
y//z»,    iij  trumpettes  and  a  drum,  and  a  trebel  viall^ 
abafie  viall^  a  bandore,  a  fyttertn,  j  an« 
(hence,  [anaient]  j  whitt  hatte. 
Item,  j  hatte  for  Robin  Hoode,  j  hobihorfe. 
Jum,  V  fhertes,  and  j  ferpelowes^  [furplkc]  iiij  fcr- 

dinffall)C».  ^ 
Jtim,  vj  heacTtiers,  j  fAQe>  [failj  iii}  rebatos,  ij  gjtkc* 
trufes. 
.    Item,  j  longe  fordc* 

«•  TbeEn<ventary  of  all  the  apartUformy  Lord  Adnicralles 
snen,  tacken  the  i6  ef  marche  iJ^%)%.'^Leaft  aieve  in  the 
tier^boufe  in  the  cbeaji. 

Item,  My  Lord  Gaffes  [ Caiphas']  gerckcn,  fc  hislioofle* 
Item,  j  payer  of  hoffe  for  the  Dowlfen  fDauphin], 

*  Item,  J  murcylcthergyrcken,  &jwJiiLej[ether  gcrcken. 
Item,  j  black  lether  gcarkcn,  &  Nabefathe  fewte. , 

'  Itenti  j  paycr*of  hofle,  &  a  gcrcken  fb/  Valteger. 
Itetn,  ij  leather  anteckes  cottes  with  baiTes^  for  Faye* 

ton  [Phaeton]. 
Itetn^  j  payer  of  bodeyc$  for  Alles  [Alice]  Pearcc. 

*'  The  Enventary  tacken  of  all  the  properties  for  my  Lord 
Admeralles  men,  the  lo  of  Marche  1598. 

Itemt  j  rocke,  j  cage,  j  toiobe,  j  Hello  mought  [HcU- 

mouthj. 
Item^  j  tome  oi  Guido,  j  tome  of  Dido,  j  bedileade. 
Item,  viij  lances,  j  pay^r  of  (layers  for  Fayeton. 
Item,  ij  ftcpells,  &  j   chyme  of  belles,  &  j  beacon. 

•  Item,  j  hecforforthc  playe  of  Faeton,  the  limes  dead. 
Item 9  j  globe,  &  j  golden  fccpter;  iij  clobcs  [clubs]* 
Item,  ij  marchepancs,  4c  the  fittie  of  Rome. 

Item,  j  gowlden  flcce ;  ij  rackets ;  j  baye  tree. 
Item,  j  wooden  hatchett ;  j  lether  haxcb«te« 

Item, 
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Jum^  j  wooden  canepie ;  owld  Mahemetes  head. 
iiem,  j  lyonc  fkin  ;  j  beares  ikyne;  &  Faetones  lymcs, 
8t  Fatton  charcte;   &  ArgoiTe    [Argus's] 
heade. 
ItiMf  Nepun  [Neptune*s]  forcke  Ss  garland« 
rlum,  j  crofers  ibife;  Kentea  woden  leagc  [leg]. 
Itim»  JeroiTes  [Iris's]  head,  &raynbowe  ;  j  iitteii  alter. 
Item,  viij  viferdes ;  Tamberlyne  brydell ;  j  wooden 

matook. 
Items  Cupedes  bowe,    &  quirrr;   the  clothe  of  the 

Sone  &  Mone  ^. 
hem,  j  bores  heade  &  Serberofle  [Cerberm]  iij  heades* 
Itenif  j  Cadefeus ;  ij  raofe  [mofs  J  banckes.  Be  j  fnake. 
Itemy  ij  fanes  of  feathers ;  Belendon  ftable ;  j  tree  of 
gowldcn  apelles^;  Tantclodc  trcj  jx  cyorn 
[Iron]  targates. 
.  Item,  j  copper  cargate,  &  xvij  foylts. 
Item,  iiij  wooden  targates ;  j  greve  armer. 
.Item,  j  fyne  [fign]  for  Mother  Readcap;  j  buckler. 
'  Item,  Mercures  win^;    Taffopiftcr;  j  helmet  with 
a  dragon ;  j  fhclde,  with  iif  lyooes ;  j  cime 
bowle. 
Item,  j  chayne  of  dragons  ;  j  gylte  (peare« 
Item,  ij  eocenes ;  j  bnlles  head ;   and  j  vykcr. 
Item,  iij  rymbrells ;  j  dragon  in  fofies  [Fauius.] 
Item,  j  lyonc;  ij  lyon  heades;  j  great  horfc  with  his 

ieages  [legs]  ;  j  fack-bnte. 
Item,  j  whell  ic  frame  in  the  Sege  of  Londaa« 
Item  J  J  paire  of  rowghte  gloves. 
item,  j  poopes  miter. 

\  bem,  iij  Imperial  crownes  ;  j  plarne  crown e. 
hem,  j  goftes  crown  ;  j  crown  with  a  fone. 
hem,  j  tj-ame  for  the  heading  in  Black  Jone^ 
Item,  j  black  dogge. 
lum,  j  cauderm  far  the  Jewe  *• 

7  Here  we  have  the  only  attempt  which  thif  Inventory  furniihef  of 
uy  thing  like  fcenery,  and  it  was  undoubtedly  the  mtplnt  ultra  of  thofe 
4ayi.  To  exhibit  a  fun  or  mg^n,  the  art  of  peifpcdtive  waf  not 
necefTary. 

The 
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**  The  Ewveniorey  of  all  tbeaparell  of  the  Lord  Adineralles 
men,  taken  tbi  \yb  of  March  1598,  as  folloiuetb  : 

Item^  j  payer  of  whittc  faten  Vcncfons  cut  with  coper 
lace. 

Itetttt  j  a(h  coller  fatten  doubletty  lacyd  with  gold  llcc^ 

Jtemt  j  peche  coller  fatten  dooblett. 

Jam,  j  owld  whitte  fatten  dublette. 

Item^  j  bleu  tafitie  fewttc. 

liemt  j  Mores  cotte. 

Item,  Pygcs  [Pfychcs]  damaik  gowne* 

Item,  j  black  fatten  eotte. 

Iiem,  j  harcoller  tafitie  fewte  of  pygges. 

Item,  j  white  tafitie  fewte  of  pygges. 

J  tern,  Varteroar  fewtte. 

item,  j  great  pechcoller  dublct,  with  fylver  lace. 

Item,  j  white  fatten  dublet  pyncktc. 

Item,  j  owld  white  fatten  dublet  pynckte. 

Item,  j  payer  of  fatten  Venefyan  fatten  ymbradercd. 

Item,  j  payer  of  French  hoffe,  cloth  of  gowld. 

Item,  j  payer  of  cloth  of  gowld  hoffe  with  fylver  painesw 

Item,  j  payer  of  cloth  of  filver  hoffe  with  fatien  and 

fylycr  panes. 
Item,  Tamberlynes  cotte,  with  coper  lace* 
Item,  j  read  clock  with  white  coper  lace. 
Item,  j  read  clocke  with  read  coper  lace. 
Item,  j  fhorte  clocke  of  taney  fatten  with  flevcs. 
Item,  j  fhorte  clocke  of  black  fatten  with  (Icves. 
Item,  Labefyas  clocke,  with  gowld  buttenes. 
ItcTn,  j  payer  of  re^d  c!oth  hoffe  of  Venefyans,  with 

fylver  lace  of  coper. 
Item,  Valteger  robe  of  rich  tafitie. 
Item,  Junoes  cotte. 
Item,  J  hode  for  the  wech  [witch.] 
Item,  j  read  flamel  clocke  with  whitte  coper  lace. 
Item,  j  read  flamel  clocke  with  read  coper  lace. 
Item,  j  cloth  clocke  of  ruffete  with  coper  lace,  called 
Guydoes  clocke. 
.  Item^  j  (hort  clocke  of  black  velvet,  with  fleves  faced 
with  fhagg. 

Item, 
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Item,  j  (hort  clocke  of  black  vtUet,  faced  with  white 

fort  (fur]. 
hem,  j  manes  gown,  faced  with  whitte  fore* 
Ittm,  Dobes  cotte  of  cloth  of  (VlTer. 
Item,  j  payer  of  pechecoler  Vencfyones  uncat^  v^ith 

read  coper  lace, 
Itemt  j  read  fcarllet  clocke  with  fylver  battones. 
Itern^  j  longe  black  velvet  dock,  Uyd  with  brod  Uce 

bUck. 
Item^  j  black  fatten  fewtte. 
Item,  j  blacke  velvet  docke,  layed  with  twyft  lace 

blacke. 
Item^  Perowes  fcwt,  which  Wm,Sley  were. 
Ji4m,  j  payer  of  pedicoler  hoffit  with  fylver  corlled 

panes. 
Item^  j  payer  of  black  cloth  of  fylver  hoiTe*  drawne 

owt  wuh  tufed  tafittie. 
Item^  Tamberlanes  breches,  of  crymfon  vellvet. 
Item,  j  payer  of  fylk  howfe  with  panes  of  fylver  corlled 

lace. 
Item,  j  Faeytone  fewtc. 
Item,  Robcii  Hoodes  fewtte. 
Item,  j  payer  of  cloth  of  gowld  hofe  with  gowld  corlle 

panes. 
Item,  j  payer  of  rowne  hofle  buffe  with  gowld  lace. 
Item,  j  payer  of  mcnvs  [moufe]  coller  Venefyans  with 

R.  brode  gowld  lace. 
Item,  j  flame  collerde  dyblet  pvnked. 
Item,  j  blacke  fatten  dqbleti  layd  thyck  with  blacke 

and  gowld  lace. 
Item,  j  carnacyondabled  cqtt,  layd  with  gowld  lace. 
Item,  j  white  fatten  dublet,  face4  with  read  tafctie. 
Item,  j  grene  gyrcken  with  fylver  lace. 
Item,  j  black  gyrcken  with  fylver  lace. 
Item,  j  read  gyrcken  with  fylver  lace. 
Item,  j  read  Spanes  [Spanilh]  dublett  ftyched. 
Item,  j  pechc  coller  lattcn  caffc. 
Item,  Tafoes  robe. 
It  em  9  j  murcy  robe  with  flcves. 

Vol.  I.  Part  II.  •X  Item, 


Item,  j  blcwc  robe  with  fleves. 

Ifemi  j  orm  taney  [oram^  tawjty]  n>be  witk  flcTCSi/  V. 
//f/«,  ^pcchcollerdhallfrobc* 

Jfem,  1  lane  [long]  robe^with  fpangells.  ^^ 

If  em,  J  white  Sc  oreoge  taney  fkarf  fpangledV  .  '  V  r' 

Item,  Dides  [Dido'sT  robe.  ^^ 

//«»,  iij  payer  of  bafes.  '\\: 

Item,  j  white  tafitie  iherte  with  gowld  frenge.  '^'^ 

Item,  the  frvers  truffe  in  Roben  Hoode.  '  \[ 
Item,  j  littell  gacket  for  Pyggc  [Pfychel. 

Item,  j  womanes  gown  of  cloth  of  gowld. .  ^  "/4 

Item,  J  orenge  taney  vellet  gowe  [gown]  with  iylv«r^ 

lace,  for  women.  .        v- 
Item,  j  black  velvet  gownc  ymbradered  w^tH;  |2P^Ji>i 

Jacc-  ']^\'-     '.,  ^ 

Item,  j  yelowe  fatten  g6wne  ymbradered  wi^^.iylt^. 

&  gowld  lace,  for  women.  /    r 

//^/w,  j  greve  armer.  !.    » * 

Item,  Harye  the  V.  velvet  gowne. 
//^«>  j  payer  of  crymfon  fatten  Venyfiones,layd  W^i^h^^ 

gowld  lace.  .'  /!        "^ 

/rm,  j  blew  tafitie  fewte,  layd  >;<ritji  fylv^r  faciei. 
Item,  j  Longefhankes  fcute.  ,        ^  ^  c  ' 

Item,  j  orange  coUer  fatten  dublett,  layd  with  gpwld. 

lace.  ''ci    '  * 


Item,  Harye  the  v/ fatten  dublet,  layd  ,W!th,\g()i^t<ii 

lace.  '   "    ■'      ;■■"■'''  n 

Item,  j  Spanes  cafle  dublet  of  crymfon  pyndk^.     ,^  .!^'r 
//fm,  j  Spanes  eearcken  layd  with  fylver  lace.       /;     a 
Item,  j  wattfhode  [watchetj  tafitie  dublet  foir  a  t^c^e^ 
Item,  ijjpayerof  baffcs,  j  whitte,  j  blcwe,  of  tafi^ctt,^ 
Item,  j  frcycrs  gowne  ofgrayc,  ;  ;;•  '/'. 


A  Neh 


AVhtt'i^  Ail/utb  ho^chsui  i$hng  to  rJbiStieAe,  and /itch 

as  I  have  bought  Jintfthi'^d^Mattht  1598. 


Black  Tonne 
The  Umcrs. 
Hardicanewtes* 
Borbonne. 
Sturgflatcrey. 
Brunhowlle, 
Cobler  quen  hive. 
Fricij  Pcndeltpn. 
Airs'Perde.  '       ' 
Re^d  Cappc.    ; 
RbbcnHode,  i. 
Roben  Hpdei  z, 
Pfiaeyton. 

Treangell  cockowlls. 
Goodwine. 


Woma^  witl  have  her  wUj# 
'Welchmaiji*  price. 
KingArthur^life  and  death* 

1  pt  of  Hercules, 
i  pt«  of  Hercoles. 
Pecbagores. 
Focaffe. 

Elexfandef  and  Lodwicke« 
Bljacke  fiattman. 

2  p.  black  Battman* 
2^t  of  Goodwine. 

Mad  mans  morris.        .  y 
Perce  of  Winchefter. 
Vayvodc. 


A  ffote  of  all  Juche  goodes  as  I  have  bought  for  the  Com» 
paney  of^^LoTf^  Admirals  men,  /cnce  the  3  of  Apreli, 
l£g^,asfotfoiheth:  \' 

£.  s.  V. 
o  18    o 


BoWgftt  a  damafke  cafock  garded  with  velvett 
Bowght  a  paver  of  paned  rownd  hoffe  of  cloth  1 

wnijjfed  with  tylk,  drawne  out  with  tafitic,  >  o    8     O 
Bowght  j  pay<er  of  ^pg  black  woUen  ftockcns,  j 
Bowght  j  black  fatten  dublett         "        "      ? 
Bow£h(  j  j^ayV  pf  jrownd  howfle  paned  of  > 

■f flleyetj^  ['  ' '  ^  -  -  J 
BoW^t  a  robe  for  to  goo  inylfebell  -  J 
Bowght  a  gown  for  Nembia  -  -  3 
Bowght  a  dublett  of  whitt  fatten  layd  thickel 

with  gowld  lace,  and  a  payer  of  rowne  / 

fandes  hoffe  of  cloth  of  fylver,  the  panes  |    ' 
ayd  with  gowld  lace        -         »         -        J 
Bowght  of  my  fonne  v  fewtes         -         -  20 

Bowght  of  my  fonne  iiij  fewtes       -        -         17 

X  2 


4  15    ^ 


5  10    o 


o    o 


o 
o 


o 
o 

In 


In  the  foUo  maAufcrlpt  alref  4y  iMcqpooed  I  have  foanad 
notices  of  the  tbtlowtng  plays^  and  their  &  vend  authocf; 
Oa.  1 597.  The  Cobltr. 

Dec.  1597.  M6tber  RtJcap^  by  Anthony  Mundy*,  and 
Jan.  Michael  Drayton. 

11^97-8.       Dido  and  ^nea$» 

Fhaeiom^  by  Thomas  Dekkeri. 
The  World  runs  up$m  Wbuls^  by  G.  Chapman. 
_^  Feb.       The  prfi  part  of  Robin  Hood^  bjr  Aftthony 
1597.8.  Mundy^ 

The  fecond  part  of  the  dvwnfdll  of  earl  Hua* 
txngtox,  fimamed  Rohinhood^  by  Alith^y 
Mundy,  and  Henry  Chettle.         .v^.   . 
Ji  nnfoman  *will  have  her  naiW^  tiy  William 

Haaghton  •. 
The  Miller^  by  Robert  Lee* 

4  «  The  bed  for  comedy  amoogft  us  bee,  Edward  Eaife  ofC^f^f, 
Dodlor  Gagr*-  of  Oxfordc,  Maillcr  Rowleyc,  once  a  rarr  fchoUcr  of 
learned  Pembroke  Hall  iji  Cambridge,  Mai(^er  Edw'frdes,  dn^'of 
her  Majeiliet  chapprll,  eloquent  and  witty  Jobn  ,l.ily,  Lo<Jgc, 
^afcoync,  GrccHe,  Shakfpcare,  Thomas  Nadie,  Aritftony  Mundye 
our  belt  plotter,  Chapman,  Porter,  Wilfon,  Halhwiiy,  and  Henry 
Chcttlc.'*  lyjti  Titafury,  hehg  tbt  Second  Pr.rt  of  IVits  Common^ 
JVeahk,  by  Francis  Meres,  1598,  p.  183.  The  lattar  ^rifri^  fktttj 
Ckettle,  is  iht  ptrfon  '^hofc  tcftimony  with  refpeCl  to  o«r"po«f  I  Inerit 
ai  an  a^»r  hns  been  already  f produced*  Chertle,  ksD^ars^  wr«te 
llngly,  or  In  corjunf^ion  with  others,  not  Icfs  than  thirty  ^Uy»>  of 
which  one  only  (jl.ffman's  Trd^idy)  is  flOW  cXtant. 

5  In  the  following  month  I  find  this  entry:  ■  ■    '     ■•      •-  • 
"  Lent  unto  the  company,  the  4  of  Febreary  T59S,  td  d)ftAiii|e 

Mr.  Diclcerowtof  the  cownter  in  the  powltrey,  t>lrt  fbme  of  foftit 
fliillinges,  I  fay  dd  [delivered]  to  Thomas  Downton,  ttxsts.** 

^  In  a  fbbfequent  page  is  the  following  entry  &  *<  Lent  antofioliarte 
Shawc,  the  i8of  Nuvemb.  1598,  to  tend  unto  Mr.  Cheawlcj  d^pba  the" 
mending  of  the firfi  f§rt  *f  Rcbart  Hc<kht  f^c  ^^tt\  of  jcf.** 
And  afterwards — «<  For  mending  of  Rodin  Hood  for  the  eortfr.**- 

Thh  pi^ce  and  iti  fecond  part  hate  hitherto,  on  the  euchd^Icy  of 
Kirkman,  been  falfeiy  afcribed  to  Thomas  Hey  wood. 

f  Printed  in  1616,  under  the  title  o(  EngUpmtn  for  my  motley^  er  m 
%»9man  Vfiil  ban/t  her  wiil,  '  • 

8  The  only  notice  of  this  poet  that  I  have  met  with,  «M4cept  iWl»*t 
11  contained  in  thcfe  (heers,  is  the  following:  <*  Lent  unbt  Hobert 
Shiwe,  the  10  of  Marche  1599,  [1600J  to  Ictui  Mr.  HattghtoA  oMdf 
tbt  cdywkef  the  forae  of  x»." 

I  A  booki 


'*  4  booke  nvberfin  />  0  fart  of  a  Welchman,^* 

by  Michael  Drayton  and  Hienry  Chettlc^ 

Mar.  1598!  7*he  TripUeity  of  CuckoUs,hyf\i6m^%  Delcker. 

The  famous  'wars  of  Henry  the  Firjl  and  the 

Priaceof  fVa/eSfhyMiduLel  DrsLy  ton  zxid 

Thomas  Dekkcr ». 

Earl  Goodwin  aad  his  three  fons  *,  by  Michael 

Drayton,  Henry  Chettle,  Thomas  Dek- 

ker,  and  Robert  Wilfon. 

The  fecond  Part  of  Goodn.uin,  &c.  by  Michael 

Drayton, 
Pierce  of  Exion^^hy  xkc  (?imQiQ\xr  ZMi}iQTS, 
..  Aflril      The  Life   of  Arthur    king  of   England^     by 
1^98.  RichaidHathwayc. 

The  fir  ft  part  of  Black  Batman  of  the  Norths 

by  Henry  Chettlc. 
The  Jecond  part  of  Black  Batman^  by  Henry 
Chetile,  and  Robert  Wilfon. 
May       The  firft  part  of  Hercules ^  -S 

:  ,  J58.     The  fecond  part  of  Hercules.       U     y^^^^^ 

Pythaiorat.  f  Slaughter. 

•  •  Aloxattder  and  Lodo^wick^f  J 


,4»'^rbiip»  7b4  ViiiMt  fye'tbmant  printed  in  1615* 

if  .^'lieM  was  a  play  on  this  fubjc^  wriccen  by  R.  Davenport,  and 
a^icii.  by  the  king's  company  in  1624;  aa  appears  by  Sir  Henry 
H«rt«rt'a  Manufcript.  Perhaps  ic  was  only  the  old  play  new-mo- 
dtrlled.  It  was  afterwards  (1660)  entered  on  the  Stationers*  books  by 
a  knavifli  bookfcller,  and  afcribed  to  Shakfpeare. 

^bjoined  to  the  account  of  this  play  is  the  following  article : 
<i  Lent  at  that  time  unto  the  company^  for  to  fpend  at  the  reading  of 
that  boocke  atthe.fonoe  [Sun]  in  new  Fifh  Street,  v  s/* 

;A  «<  Lent  unto  Thomas  Uowton  the  Ji  of  Aprill  1598,  to  bye  tafitie 
tp  m»ckc  a  rochet  for  the  biHioppe  in  earle  Goodwinc,  xxiiijs.'* 

3  1  fuppo/e  a  play  on  the  lubjedt  of  K.  Ricbmrd  IL 

4  *<  Lent  unto  the  company,  the  16  of  Maye  159S,  to  byey  boocfcef 
ci  A^fKkO  SUth^r,  calkd  a  ptes  of  i4ercolus,  ic  focas,  Sc  pethagores, 
and  aiyxander  and  lodieck,  which  laft  boocke  he  hath  not  yet  deJyver* 
c^,  •  thp  iio^e  of  yiiU**'  He  afterward  received  -209.  more  on 
delivering  the  play  laft  named.— He  was  a  player,  and  one  of  the  Lor4 
4^4liiral>  ^v^nts. 

-Xhc(e  fl^y6»  we  have  already  feen^  had  been  aC^ed  foine  years  4}«£ofe* 
It^appeafs^  from  vtrious  entries  in  this  book,  that  tjiie  price  of  ^  old 
playi  when  transferred  from  one  theatre  to-anothcr»  was  Cwo-potmdiV 
>•  /  '.  X  3  Lrue 


%n   .BMftNDAVlOHrANErQIDBIIHaMa 

^keJun&ul^flticba^OfVielion,  by  Robcrf 
t^^'  Wilfon,  Hitnry  Chettle,  AnthonfU&n. 

dy,  and  Michael  Drayu>n. 
' '  June      The  Trill  of^  Wttudn^  hj  ^cor^  ChapnAi. 
•  1J9^.     ThiMad  Man*i  Mi^rhy  bv  Robert  Wiilbn, 
Michael  Drayton,  and  Thomas  Dekkcr. 
Haftnibal   and  Hermis,    by    Robert   Wilfon, 
Michael  Drayton;  and  I'hotpas  Dekker, 
J^y       ValiKtine  and  Ofjoni  by  Richard  liashwayef, 
'     1^98.  and  Anthony  Mundy. 

Pierce    of   Wincheftkr^    by    Th6s.     Deklfcr, 
Robert  WilfoTi,  an4  Mrchiel©irayti)&;; 


Ths  Flay  of  a  ^oman,  ^  Hcpnr  JR^l^l^  v .  > 
"  f  •  The  ConqvejH  of  Bruti^  rjmtk^be  fifft  finding 

of  the  Bath,    hf  'John   Daye,^  Htniy 
Chcttle/and  John  Siftger^.  ;^ 

Aug*       Hot  anger  foon  cpld,  by^  H.enfy  ^P^^^^a,  ^j^?7 
,     1598.  Chetile,  and  Benjanaiii  Jpnibn.       ..^  o 

William  Longf'worJ,  by  Michael  Di:aytoift»,Mf. 
Chance  Medly,  by  RobeFt 'WilfoiTj  Ahlhony 
Mundy,  Michael  DraytbrtV^ftd  Thcmisb 
Dcckker.  .  ^  ,^   ^        ,,, .. 

Catilines  Con/Piracy,  by.tlo^ti!if(o^UQp>,,<^n^ 

Henry  Chettle*      -  •      ,.n  r    •!  ,.  t   x- 
Vayvoode^  by  Thomas  Downtcmr       '  •  ^ 

^^r/^  4/>«r^//  /)^i«  hiirf,  t)v  Mrthifjl  Draytdn 
and  Thomas  Dckl^en     ' .. '  [[■^.'\     ,  J 
Sept.      yi&/  /'/ly?  CiviV  Wars  in  prance^  1)y  iKe  ^mc 
1598.  aathors.  11 

Ti&f  Second  Par:;  of  the  Cin/il  Wetrf  in  France^ 

by  the  fame. 
The  Third  Part  of  the  Civil  Wars  of  France, 

by  the  fame. 
7he  Fountain  of  new  FaJbioMs,   by  George 

Chapman. 
Mulmutius  Don<waIlow,  by  William  Rankins. 

;.^,.'  I  find  in  a  fubfequent  page,  *<  Lent  unto  Stm*  Rowlevj  tttt  la 
,.^jf  Pf^cJBiber,  159S,  to  bye  divers  thing^  fot  to  iBJ^du  coUei  for 
Ij^u  la  ^ute^  Uie  fome  of  zxt**^ 
■  •":  Cotman, 


EMEND  AICXONS-  ANBrjft])S{1]n9M&     ^f  ^ 

dutifan^^MH^fl  ^  Cflfywtttii/4cAy  Michael 

Nov. I       -Tis  n^^ecih  todi$iiv$  ibiiticeiver^hyli^TitY 

1598,  Ckcttlc.  / 
•I>^e»  .      W4tr  without  tlotoi  and  Ld^e  nnitbout  Juit^ 

1599.  by  Thomas  Heywood.    In  a  fubCequcnc 
entry  "  —Love  without /r//>." 

Tb0i  Ssc^nd  Pari  a/  tke  Two  Angry  iVomen  of 
Abington,  by  Henry  Porter. 
F«b*i59&-9.ytf<?«  at  good  as  mj  lady,  by  Thos*  Hey  wood  *. 

Friar 
»  Thomas  Hrywood  had  written  for  the  Aage  in  1596,  for  in 
another  page  I  ^Qci— i'^  O^ob.  14,  1596.  Lent  unto  them  [the  Lord 
Admirars  $^rvant9l  for  Hawodes  booke,  xxxs.**  From  another  en« 
try  in  this  faihe  pag/it  appears  that  Fletcher  wrote  for  the  (lage  fo  early 
«5  ill  the  y^^r  1596.  "  O^ob.  14,  1596.  Lent  onto  Martyoe,  [Mar* 
tiaSltugbteri](to  fetthF/eattberf  via/*  A^'in,  ihidem:  "  Gave  the 
company  to  giye  FU^uJbfKy  and  the  have  promil/rdme  payment, — xxs.** 
•— Hc|wood.v^«.in  the  vfar  159840  btreTingf  by  which  name  ajJ  the 
players  who  were  not /itfr/ri,  Were  denominated.  They  received  a 
certain  fum  by  the  w^k.  In  Mr.  Henflowe*i  book  the  fbUdWing 
article  occurs «  '  -    v.  ■   ■/ 

..-*<  Memoranduni^  that.this  25of  Marche»  1598, Thomas  Hawosde 
came  and  hlered.  him  ffalfe  with  me  as  a  covenanted  fervante  tor  ij 
y^earesy  by  the  receveing  of  ij  fyngell  pence,  according  to  the  ftatate 
of  Wincheilefy  and  to  beginne  at  the  daye  above  written,  and  not  to 
playc  any  wfrer  pi^BUcRc  a^owt  luntfon,  not  whille  thefe  ij  yeares  be 
expired,  but  in  my  howfe.  Yf  he  do,  then  be  doth  forfeit  unto  me 
by  the  recevin^r  of  Uuf  ii  d.  ^tie  powades.  And  witnefs  to  thii^ 
JVnthgvy  Monday>  William  Borne,  Gabriel  Spencer,  Thomaa 
Dowton,  Robert  Shawe,  Richard  Jones,  Richard  Alleys.** 

Wililam  Borne,  oliat  Bird,  a  dramatick  poet,  whofe  name  fre- 
^^tff  occtirs  in  this  maflufcripty  was  likewife  an  hireling,  as  iyofcer- 
tained  by  a  memorandum,  worth  tranfcribing  on  another  aceouat: 
.  **  Memorandum,  that  the  |0  of  augiift,  15979  Wm.  Borne  camt 
and  ofered  him  fealfe  to  come  ai|d  play  with  my  lord  adroiralles  men 
at  my  houfe  called  by  the  name  of  the  Rofe,  fetewate  one  [on]  the 
banck,  after  this  order  followingc.  He  hath  received  of  me  ijd.  upon 
and  [an]  anTumfetti  to  forfett  unto  me  a  hundreth  marckes,  of  lafuU 
ViOBcy  of  ingiaod^  yf  he  do  not  performe  tht$  thiUges  following  } 
that  is,  prefentley  after  libertie  beinge  granted  for  playinge,  to  conM 
Sc  to  pUye  with  my  lorde  admiralles  men  at  my  ■  howfle  aforfayd^ 
&  not  in  any  other  howife  publick  abowt  london,  for  the  fpace  of  iij 
yearns  being  imediaily  after  this  reftraynt  is  receiled  by  the  ^Iqrdes  of 
.  the  coonfell,  which  reftraynt  h  by  the  menes  of  playinge  the.  jfrfi* 
*/  Dooge$  [Iflfe  0/  Ddgi].  Yf  he  do  not,,  then  be  forfctts  tnis 
afumprpt  afoie,  or  ells  not.  WitneA  to  this  E«  Alleya  ft  Rolifoiii^*? 
: '  •  ^  X  4  The 


y 


^*^' '    '    ■JKms''^iftfH]^;'u^^  of  Fily. 

-\t  '■  •    Wr -^^^  1*^/^  r^m^i^^V  ''Mhigton»§{  by 

March   T**  ij^^ir^y,  4))^  MeiWPb^ 
1598-9.  Or(/?ii*/i^/i»i,byThiymttOkkfc^. 
^Jifnc      AgSumiPihwy  by  Hcfiry  Ph^flflte  ind  Thomas 
1599,  Dckker. 

*^  -^^         The  Gtftth  Crdft,  Mf  TTitjmas  Dekker, 
Bf^r  a  Bruin  ^  by  Thotnai  Dekkcr* 
ug^.      The  PoGf  man^s  FaraMji^  by  Wm^  Haughton. 
ii/^g.  '  ^*^  ^tiffm&ihij^s  Tra^tdj^  by  Henrv  Chcitle- 
-'^'^•^'   '       rhe  lamtfttahU  tragtdy  nfFt^  of  Fi^mtk,  by 
^    Wm,  Bird,  Tho?,  Dt>ivnEOii,  and  Wm* 

Nov.     The  Tragedy  of  Jthk  do^.of  'tfmijhiti  h^ 
1599.  Wm.  Haughtoi^  and  }ohn  bay. 

^''' '  The  fecond  part  bf'Htm\kichmond,  by  Ro- 

bert Wilfon*.  ^^■-', 

The  tragedy  of  "hfofiias' Meihry^%y  WilYi^m 
Haughton,  and  John  ftay.  • 

The  ftipend  of  an  htreltof  !•  AftnHiUieii'  by  the  followia^ 
ifkM^randuiii :  .     y.  .' 

«  Memorandom,  t\ki\  the  ay  of  Jcwky  i^>  I  heayred  Thomat 
^ioiKU  With  ij  pence  for  to  (ierve  me  ij  yeares  in  Ck^  qu«4etJe  of  playiengey 
fv ^v$  ihtlUn^et  a  weeok  for  one  yeave^  and  vi$«  viiid.  for%^  t>ther 
Jrere,  Which  he  hath  covenaflt^d  hime  fcalft -^o  ferve  me^  A^iiot  to 
^art  from  my  company  till  ehet  ij<ycafetf  ii  «tidkd.  Witnefs  to  tfaity 
fAok  SfBgwtf  James  Donfton,  Thomaa  Towae. 

S  The  note  relative  to  this  play  is  worth  preferfing.  "  Lent  noto 
Harey  Porter,  at  the  requeft  of  the  company,  in  earneft  of  his  booke 
called  ij  merey  wemen  of  abUigtooi  the  fome  of  forty  ihellen^s,  oad 
%iXhe  refayte  of  that  laoney  be  gafe  me  hit  fa^faH^^inUiitluit  I 
iMd'have  alle  his  booket  nvhich  he  writte  ether  him  fttfe^^ick  ^aiy 
IMier,  which  fome  was  dd.  [delixMredJ'fbe  sSth  of  BAirotry  i.598«**«n. 
TheYpelKng  of  the  word^<u^^»i)K  iMMNkews  how  word^<«f  tineldna 
weie  pronounced  in  our  author's  agty  ^nd  oOafi^oH  ay  noes  Jn 
^Mi  X.-  p<  20,  n.  3. 

4  For  this  piece  the  poitfeodvod  eight  pouads.  The  coiiunon  price 
wa  fix  pouadt. 

Dec. 
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.  ..-Pfc^^  Patient  Qpfilh  by  Thomifc  Dckkcf,  Hemy 
1599.  Ghettlct  And  tVjpi^  HaugHtori- 

•  Th^  4r€4tdmn    Firgfu^    by   Henry    Chetdc, 
and  WiUi-ini  Haoghtoni 
/H  Jan,      0^£fj  Tudsr^  by  Michael  Draytwi^  Hiehard 
x599-i6cx>.        Hatbwaye,   Anthony   Mundy,  and  Rt« 
Wilfon.  M 

^he  hulmn  Trare4^,  hy  jbia  Day. 
Jjiguftpif,  by  WiUiain  Boyle.  ^ 
M  ri ;     .^rtaJfU,j$^pplica(ioii ^0  Candl^lgit,  by  Tio* 
l)ekker.  / 

,    -Sr^  -^jMn^  Morrii^   by  .iPhomas  Ddkl^r^ 
t  ^  >  :;^pi«  iH[a%ghton,  and  John  Day. 
■ ;  J^Mpn.  ^nd  Fjtiias,  by  Henry  Chettle. 
.'ffia^oti.,^  S^eu  Wifir.Mfifitruyi  Henry  Chettle, 
I^Q9-i6oo«  .     Tkottas  Diekker^  'wifliam  Haoghton, 
vy     -..  ,..n;.^Jolwi'9ayv  •!        ,v 

April      Ferrtx  and  P err  ex  ',  by/$5^m-  Haughtoiu 
v  'idoow     5^  f^glijk  Fn^injis^  by  tte  fa«c.         . 

"She^g^in  M  mni  <iufxdfand  FfycU*   bf 
0'-  /'  ,  TKhoma$J)ekker,  JcSin  Daye,  and  Henry 

Chettle. 
aij  i    '  /:      ThtWp$ing  ofBeath,  by  Henry  Chettle. 
Aim  ^i$riS4M       ' 
Strange  news  out  of  Poland^    by   William 

Haughion,  and  —  Pctt. 
^Ih  Blind  Beggar  of  Bethnell  Greem,  by  Henry  . 
'     *      Ohettle,  and  John  Day. 
'   .  Jm^'      ^it  fdir  Cokftaute  of  Rome^    by  AnthlMjiy 
}MO.  Mundy,    Richard  Hathwaye,  Mich^ 

.'-  V    ';  ;  ,        IDfiiyton*  and  Tkomas  Dekker. 

Thf/nond  part. of  the  fair  Coafianso  sf  Rmm, 
by  the  iame. 

5  H<re  and  aboye,  (Cee  Damon  aad  P'ubiai)  we  have  addSliiiail 
iaftances  ^  old  play»  iaeiag  re.writteii.  There  waa  a  dfwniidak  pifce 
by  L«cd  Bv^kliurft  and  Thomas  KortoB»  with  the  title  of  Ft^rs^^ud 
Barrtat^  priiMKd  in  1570,  J>am9n  andPytkistf  by  Kichard  ^dvf^jh^ 
was  priiKed  la  x^Ssu 

December 


^ 


3i4   immmtmom'Aim(XDBanaK&. 

1600.     Hennthd  aUd  Serfiia^  by  Kibkard  HsiXb09fe, 

and  WUluun  RankihB* :. 
Feb.       Seogatt  and  SAeltvM,  by  the  (ame*. 
1600* I.    Tbs  Second  Part  fif  Thomku   Stro-wdc^,  by 
William  Haughtoa,  juld  John  Day^, 
March    TJbi   ctmaueft   of  Spain  hy  John  of  Gaunt ^  by 
Richard  Hathvvayc,  — t^  Hawkins,  John 
Day,  and  Wou  Haughton« 
All  is  Mt   geld  that   ^ifi^rst    by    Samuel 
Rowley,  and  Henry  Chcttle. 
April     l^ht  CoH^ueft  oftbt  IVi^Jndtii^  by  Wcntworth 
i6oi.  Smith,    William;   Haughton»  and  J^kn 

■Day, 
Sehaftian  king  ef  Portugal p  byHeHry  ChtiUle, 

and  Thomas  Dekk6r«    .  ;:    - : 

The  Six  Ttomen  of  tbt  Wt^,  by  William 

Haughton,  and  John  Day. 
The  Third  Part  of  Thomas  S^owde,  by  Win. 

Haughton,  and  John,  Day*^ .  . 
The  honourable  lift  of  the  humorous  earl  of 
Glofery  ivith   his   conqueft  of  Portugal, 
Aug.  12.        by  Anthony  Wadcfbn. 
160 1.     Cardinal  Wolfey  *,  by  Henry  Chcttle.     ,-:   u 
The  proud  'woman  of  Antwerp,  by  William 
Haughton,  and  John  Day.  "_;-^ 

The  Second  Part  of  Thomas  Dough,  by  Jpfca 
Day,  and  William  Haughton.  ,n 

Sept.i6oi.  The  Orphan* s  tragedy,  by  Henry  ChettJe, 

6  This  play  appears  to  have  been  fomctimes  called  Tho^oi  Stnw4oi 
tad  Ibipccjmcs  Tbt  Blind  Btggar  ff  MttbMol  Grtw,  See  tha  title<-f9{t 
•f  that  play.  .,-,/. 

7  «  Paid  unto  John  Daye,  at  the  apoyntmsnt  of  the  company,  thi^ 
%  of  maye  1601,  after  the  playing  of  the  z  pte  of  Strowdcy  the  fomc 

*  *<  Layd  out  at  the  apoyntment  of  my  fone  and  the  company,  vntf 
fcarey  chectle,  for  the  alterynge  of  the  booke  of  camourlle  WoUrey,the 
sSof  June  1601,  the  ibme  of  jucs.**  I  fvfpe^l,  this  play  wa«  i^dt 
wiittcn  ori^jinally  by  Cheitlc. 

Non 
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Nm  lai ^ThirRiJiffg  tf  Cardial  WoTJey^^  hj  AatMr 
'X>6ol«^         Mufidy»MicJia«rDraytb»>lfenryCliettle» 
and  WentWoitii  SnUth. 
Tht  Six  Chtbiers  tf  ibenntfi,  by   Richiu-d 
7  -^  Hathwaye,  Wentwoith  Smith,  and  Wm« 

Hanghton. 
The  Second  Purt  of  tht  Six  Clothiers,  by  (be 
'■'["'■  '    fame. 

Nov,      7(?tf  good  $$    be   truef    by  Henry  Chettic, 

1 601 .  Rich.  Hathwaye»  and  Wcntworth  Smitlu 
Judas,  by  William  Haoghton,  Samuel  Row« 

Jan.  ley  S  and  William  Borne. 

1 60 1  -2  •  The  Spauiftf  Fig 4 
Apr.  1 602.  Malcolm  king  of  Scots,  by  Charles  MaflV* 
May       Lo^e  farts  friendphif,  by  Henry   Cncttic, 

1602.  and  Wentworth  Smith. 

TheSecond Part  of  Cardinal  JFolfey*,hylittivf 

Chettle; 
The  Briftol  Tragedy,  by  John  Day  ». 
To^^// by  Henry  Chettle. 
Jefftha,  by  Henry  Chettle. 

9  So  called  in  one  pitce  {  in  another  Tbt  Firji  Part  of  Carihui 
Woljty,  Ic  vras  iidc  produced  tilJ  fome  months  •fttr'Che  play  written  ^ 
f^fa^^iWi  byChettcl.-  Thirty-eight  pounds  were  expended  in  the 
drefTesy  &c.  for  ChetjtePs  play  $  ol  which  fum  twenty-five  fliillingt 
were, paid  *<  /or  velvet  and  mackynge  of  the  do^rs  gowac."  The  two 
ii^^H'of  Cardial  Walfey  were  performed  by  the  earl  of  Worceiler*t 
fervanti. 

^  Thii  author  was  likewife  a  player,  tnd  m  the  fame  fituatioA 
with  Hey  wood,  as  appears  from  the  following  entry  : 

«  Memorandum,  that  the  16  of  november,  I59^>  I  ^i^rti  Charlet 
MafTey  and  Samuel  Rowley,  for  a  year  and  as  muche  as  to  frafcide* 
[Shrovetide]  begenynge  at  the  day  abdve  written,  after  the  ftatute  o^ 
'Winchefter,  with  ij  fyngell  pence  \  and  forther  they  have  covenanted 
with  me  to  pUye  in  my  howife  and  in  no  other  howHe  (dewringe  th« 
titne)  publick  but  in  mine:  yf  they  do  withowt  my  confent  to  forfitC 
unto  me  xxxxlb.  a  pece.  Witnefs  Thomas  Dowton^  Robert  ShawCf 
Edw.  Jubey.'* 

*  <^  Lent  onto  Thomas  Downton,  the  iSth  of  may,  [i6oa]  to  l»fB 
lAaflcynge  antycke  fewts  for  the  2  parte  of  Carnowlle  Wollley,  the 
fome  of  iij  lb.  vi."— «  27  of  may,  to  bye  Wm.  Somers  cottc,  ani 
Other  thingesy  the  fome  of  iij  lb.'* 

3  Probably  TitFsir  Maid  o/Brifi^ff  piinted  Id  1605. 

Tw 
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T^isfG  Harpiii,  b/  Dcl(ker.  Prayxon,  Mid* 
^  dleton*  WebSef^  andMundy. 

JuljT  ■    j/  ZJ^jf ^/  Trmgiif^  hj  Heniy  Cheulc. 
i6m*     72/  U U(^i  Chmrm^t  by  Anthony  Mandy. 
JMtdifintpr  a  Ct/r/fTi/g,  by  T.  Dckker. 
Sampfin,  by  bamuei  Kowky,  and£dw.  Jubye. 
'Sept      WiiU(m  Carinjuright^  by  William  Hau^hton. 
l6o2*     Ftlmelanco^  by  Fienry  Ch€tcle#  and  — ^  Ro- 
binftm* 


%>liMi9  by  Sampel  Rowley. 


Oa.  \^%.Raadtdl  tmrl  of  Ckefiir,  by.T.  Middletc;:r. 
Nov.  ^i  mtrryju  $K^y  be,  Qaded  at  court]  by  J.Daye, 
J  6o2.  Wentworth  Simth^  aodR*  Hath  way  e. 

jUhih  Gaiiei,  by  Thomas  Heywood^    and 

Wentworth  Smith. 
^Marjbal  O/rui,  by  Thomai  Heywood,  and 

Wemivorch  Smith.  V 

ne  Three  Brothers,  a  tragedy,  by  Wentworth 

Smith. 
Lady  Jane,    by    Henry    Chettle^    Thomas 
Dekker>  Thomas  Heywood,  Wentworth 
Smith,  and  John  Webfter. 
^hf  Second  part  of  Lady  Jane^  by  Thomas 
Cbriftmai  ccmes  hut  once  a  year,  byT.  Dekkcr. 
Heyi\'ood,  JohnWebller,  Henry  Chettle, 
and  Thomas  Dekker. 
^1h  O^verthrouu  of  Rebels, 
The  Black    Dog   of  Nenvgate,    by   Richard 
Hathwaye,  Jonn  Day,  Wentworth  Smith, 
md  another  poet. 
Thefecond  fart  of  the  fame,  bytheftme. 
9 he  Blind  eats  fmany  a  fiy,  by  T.  Heywood. 
The  Fortunate  General,  a  French  Hiftory,  by 
Wentworth    Smith,    John    Day,     an(l 
Richard  Hathwaye. 
Dec.       The  Sdt  at  Tennis,  by  Anthony  Mundy. 
l6oz.      The  London  Florentine,  by  Thomas  Hc^wpod, 
and  Henry  Chettle. 

♦  Perhaps  the  pl.»y  afterwards  caflcd  Tke  PurUmit  ffld«w, 
i  Tfobabiy  hii  piny  called  Ttt  AUytr  •f  ^4iHai9r»Bgh, 

The 
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T^  /e€(md  part  of  th»  Ltndon  Flerentifiif  by 
by  Thomas  Hey  wood,  and  Henry  Chettle. 
Ti?e  Tragedy  of  Hoffman  •,  by  Henry  Chcttlc. 
Singer's  Foluntary^  by  John  Singer. 
The  four  fons  ^Amon^  by  Robert  Shawe. 
'  Feb.      A  Iroman  kilfd  *with  kindntfs^  byT.  Hey  wood. 
1602-3.   ^be  Boajt  of  BtUinsgate^  by  John  Day,  and 
March  Richard  Hathwaye. 

1602-5.   The  Siege  of  Dunkerk,  by  Charles  Mafly. 

The  patient  man  and  honeft  <ivhore,  by  Thomas 

Dekker,  and  Thomas  Middleton. 
The  Italian  Tragedy,  by  Wentworth  Smith, 

and  John  Day, 
Pontius  Pilate^ 

Jane  Shore,  by  Henry  Chettle,  and  John  Day* 
Baxter* s  Tragedy, 

The  follo^ving  notices,  which  I  have  referved  for 
this  place,  relate  ftiore  immediately  to  our  author.  I 
have  mentioned  in  a  former  page,  that  I  had  not  the 
fmallell  doubt  that  the  name  of  Shaklpeare,  which  is 
printed  at  length  ia  the  title-pages  ofSirJobnOidcaftle, 
i6oo>  and  The  London  Prodigally  1605,  was  affixed  to 
thofc  pieces  by  a  knaviHi  bookseller  without  any  foun.*. 
dation ;  and  am  now  furnifhed  with  indubitable  evi- 
dence on  this  fubjeft;  for  under  the  year  1599  ih* 
following  entry  occurs  in  Mr.  Henflowe's  folio  Mann* 
fcript: 

"  The  i6th  ofOaober,  gg.  Received  by  me  Thos, 
Downton  of  Philip  Henflowe,  to  pay  Mr. Monday,  Mr< 
Drayton,  Mr.  Wilfon,  andHathway,  ^The  frft  pari 
of  the  Lyfe  of  Sir  Jhon  Ouldcaftett,  and  in  carnetl  of 
the  Second  Pte,  for  the  ufe  of  the  company,  ten  pound,  I 
fay  received  10  lb." 

Received  [Nov,  1 599]  of  Mr.  Hinchelo  for  Mr* 
Munday  and  the  re  fie  of  the  poets,  at  the  playinge  of 
Sir  John  Oldcafell  the  firfte  tyme,  X  s,  as  a  gifte.** 

Received  [Dec.  1599]  of  Mr.  Henflowe,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  company,  to  pay  Mi:.  Drayton  fojr  the  fecond  partp 

*  TMi  play  wet  printed  in  1^3  x« 


€^Sir  JhmCkUcM!,  foore  p<)ttna,  I  fajrifeceiVeirW 
jae  Thomas  DomKOti,  till  ITV  •  ^-'^^ 

We  have  btrean  indilpotable  proof  of  a:fa6^wlifi^bP 
htf  been  doubted/  an4  can  now  pfxyaoonee  ^th  M^ 
taincy  that  ocht  poet  was  entirelj  carekfs  abbot  HthWjrir 
ftme,  and  coold  patientlj  endvre  tp  be  niade  anfweyafbn^ 
fer  compofitions  which  were  not  his  own,  witboat  afillj^ 
any  means  to  undeceive  the  publick.  -'p^^ 

The  bookfellef  for  whom  the  firft  part  of  Sir 
OUcaftli  was  printed,  <*  as  it  hath  bene  lately  adtsl 
the  Right  Honorable  the  carl  cf  Notinghaiii 'L2n^^ 
High  Admirallof  England  his  fertaifts/*  ^#as  Vl5^/*5iy 
l\rtr/fr,  who  howerer  had  the  modefty  to  pof  Onty  dicT 
initial  letters  f3^  his  chriftian  and  Ibnfeme'  (T.  P.J'ii' 
(he  fpurioos  title-page  which  he  pfeixed  to  xt.  'In' 
1602,  he  entered  the  old  copy  of  Tina  jpiMnitiis  on 
the  Stationers  books,  with  an  intention  (lib  dodbt)  to*' 
affix  the  name  of  Shakfpeare  to  it,  finding  that  our  pOel 
had  made  Tome  additions  to  that  piece.  ' 

To  this  peribn  we  are  likewiCe  indebted  for  thi'  mif« 
take  which  has  fo  long  prevailed',  relative  t^thiitW" 
old  plays  entitled  The  FirJiPart  oftbiConttntibn.  hetfuit^'*' 
thi  t*wQ famous  houfts  of  lorke  anaLaned/hr,  ^tiiTbi'trke 
tragidie  tf  Richard  Duke  of  Torke^  which  were  pn;itetf 
anovymonjly  in  1 600,  as  aded  by  the  earl  of.PehihrAe*'/ 
Ser'vants,   and  have  erroneoafly  been  afcribed  to  out 
poet,  in  confequence  of  Pavier's  reprinting^  them  "in 
the  year  1619,  and  then  for  the  firft  time  frauddlentiy' 
affixing  Shakfoeare's  name  to  them.     To  thofe  plays/ 
as  to  Oldcaftie^  he  pot  only  the  initial  letters  of  .hh 
chriftian  and  furname.     For  him  likewife  The  Torkfiire 
Tragedy t  was  printed  in  the  year  1608,  and  otjr  poet*s  * 
name  affixed  to  it. 

The  Life  and  Death  of  Lord  Cromnveli,  pabliftiijd'lA  * 
1602,  and  afcribed  to  W.  S.  and  The  Puritan  Widtnu, 

4  That  thii  fecond  Part  of  .J/r  John  OJdcMjIU  frtipcrfdftiwd  cm  the  ' 
fbge,  ai  well  ai  the  former,  is  afcertained  by  the  tollowing  entry ; 

«•  Dd.  [delivered]  unto  the  littel  taylor,  at  the  apoyntmcoj^  oC 
Robert  Shawe,  the  la  of  marche,  1599,  [1600]  to  macicc  thinges 
for  the  a  pte  of  owldcaJitUf  fome  of  xxx  i." 

5  See  the  Djffirtathn  on  tbt  Thru  Psrts  9/  K.  Htury  Vl.  in  Vol.  VI. 

which 


V(bic1|i)'wa5  pobliihei  in^  i^o^y  wit}^  %k^:  timti  iiidal 
letters,  were  probably  vnittsn. hy  Jf^^^w^iir  SmUt,  « 
draniatick  writer  whoTe  name  has  fo  often  oocs^red'  in 
t&  preceding  page««  with  perliaps  the.  aid  of  Anthoajr . 
Mnndy*  or  (ome  other  of  the  fame  fraternity.  Locrimeg 
which  was  ptinted  ia  i59S»  a«  m^wly  fti  firtb^  a^uir/uH^ 
a^d  xorr€£ie4  hy  W.  S.  was  probably  revifed  by  tho 
fame  perfon. 

It  IS  extremely  probable  from  the  regifler  of  drama- 
tic^ pieces  in  a  former  page>  that  Cardinal  Wolfey  had 
bj;en  exhibited  on  the  llage  before  our  poet  produced 
him  in  K.  Henry  Fill.  To  the  lift  of  plays  written  by 
Shakfpeare  upon  fubjeds  which  had  already  been  brought 
upon  the  fcene^»  muft  alfo  be  added  Troilns  andCreffidap 
as  appears  from  the  following «atries  s 

'*  Aprel  ?•  X599J>  Lent  unto  Thomas  Downton  to 
lehde  unto  Mr.  Deckers,  &  hafey  cheattel,  in  earned 
of  ther  boocke  calie4  Tr^yeles  and  Crtaffkdaye^  the  fome 
ofiiilb/' 

f^jLent  untaharey  cheattcUi  &  Mr«  Dickers,  in  pte 
of  payment  of  th^r  booke  called  Trtyelles  ^  Crrjeda^ 
the  16  of  ADtell,  ^599,  xx  s/* 

I  JfufpeiEb  the  authors  changed  the  name  of  this  piece 
before  it  was  produced,  for  in  a  fobfequent  page  are 
the  u)l)owing  entries : 

.'/Lent  unto  Mr.  Deckers  and  Mr*  Chettel  the  26 
of  jhaye^,  1599,  in  earneft  of  a  booke  called  Troy  lies 
andQr/i/eJap  the  fome  of  xx  s."  In  this  entry  a  line  it 
drawn  thjsough  jthe  words  Tr^ylk*  and  Cre/eda,  and 
*'' tifi  tragedU  of  Agamtmnon^'^  written  over  them. 

V  licnt  unto  Robart  Shawe>  the  30  of  maye  15999  in 
fulle  payment  of  the, boocke  called  tbttragedii  of  Aga* 
memnon^  the  fome  of  iii  li.  v  s. —  to  Mr.  Deckers,  and 
harey  Chc^ell." 

'*^  Paid  unto  the  Mailer  of  the  ilevells  man  for 
lycenfyng  of  a  boocke  called  the  Tragedie  of  Agamemnon 
the  3  of  June,  1599,  vii  s.'* 

■'''■■  ^  .  '  We 
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Wzhgt^ttok  in  the  iiiof  pbTS  perfivaed  ia  f  ^-4 
fcy  ibe  irrmo  of  the  earl  cf  S^ffcx,  c^  oM  puf  •£ 
Ti>«/  Jmdrmiiems^  ia  waics  on  irs  rci  ival  br  tlK  ciag^s 
iarMntit  our  aaiikor  was  incoced,  ibr  tl:e  adraniAge 
c/  biJ  owa  theatre^  to  make  iomt  alterations  agd 
to  add  a  few  lines.  The  old  piaj  of  K*  Ha^j  77« 
whica  was  placed  wi:h  iccii  facceTs  ia  i^^i,  he  wlfjk' 
cat  doubt  toQched  in  ihe  fame  manner,  m  CQafeoacace 
of  which  i:  appeared  in  his  work*  onder  the  tnl^of 
the  Ftrjf  Part  »/  King  Henry  Vh  How  ccauBttB  tkii 
practice  was,  is  proved  07  the  following  entries  made  hy 
Mr.  Henflcwe. 

"  Lent  onto  the  companje,  the  1 7  of  Aagvft,  i66|ff 
to  pay   unto  Thomas   Decicers,   for  new   m^chmi  lo 

0  wldcaflellt  the  fome  of  xxxx  s." 

**  Lent  unto  John  Thano,  the  7  of  fcptember*  1603, 
to  gevc  unto  Tnoinas  Decker*  for  his  adUions  in  O-wl^^ 
cafiell,  thclbnieof  xs." 

"  Lent  unto  Samuel  RowIc\',  the  xa  of  dcfembrr, 
\fy)Of  to  geve  unto  Thomas  Deckers  for  his  payncs 
in  FajeiOM,  l^Phaetav^  iome  of  X  s.     For  the  cortc/* 

•*  Lent  un:o  Samutrl  Rowley,  the  2^  0/  Jefcmbcr, 
i6qi,  to  geve  unto  Thomas  Decker,^  for  during  o( 
'fajton  [Phaefon]  for  the  corte,  xxx  s."  .^    . 

■•  P'*.  unto  'Jhoinas  Deckers,  at  the  apoyntm.ei\'t .ff 
the  company,  the  16  of  janeuary  i6ci,  towards  the 
altering  of  7'/(^,  the  fomc  of  XX  5. 

•*  Lent  unto  \M  ibnnc  ii.  Alley n,  the  7  of  nQvcaibcr, 
1602,  to  gcve  unto  1  homa«  Deckers  for  tntnding  of  the 
phye  of  'I ajjf^i  the  fomc  of  xxxx  s. 

"  Lent  unto  Mr.  Cirdc,  the  4  of  Dcfcmbcr,  i6oj,  to 
paye  unto  TJioina-i  Dcc!:cri,  in  pt  of  p:iymcnt  for  i^Jf^^ 

1  he  fbmc  of  xx  s. 

'I'hcfe  tivo  old  playcs  of  Phaeton  and  Tajpi^s  Mdan- 
.  *h»h%  wr   have  fqen  in  a   former  page.   Had  been  ex* 
hiLiilrd  loiiic  ye:ir:i  before. 

•■  Lent  unio  the  company,  the  22  of  november,  1602, 
to  naye  tiiiio  William  i-irde,  and  Samuel  Rowley,  for 
thri  nJy^iflii  in  lUiii-r  trjics,  the  ibme  of  iiii  lb." 

"Pd* 
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^<  P<>.  unto  Thomas  Hewode,  Uic  20  of  feptember, 
[1602]  for  the  new  aJycUns  0^ Cutting  Dick,  the  fome^ 

The  following  carioas  notices  occnr,  relatiTe  to  oar 
poet's  old  antagonift,  Ben  Jonfon ;  the  lad  two  of 
wjdch  furnifh  a  proof  of  what  1  have  juft  obferved  with 
r€^fc6t  to  Titus  JuJr$nicus,  and  the  Firft  Part  of  X/n/ 
Benry  Fl, ;  and  the  laft  article  afcertains  that  he  had 
'the  audacity  to  write  a  play>  after  oor  author,  on  the 
fobjea  of  L  Richard  llL 

••  Lent  unto  Beng-^men  Johnfon,  player,  the  21  of 
Jnlv,*i597,  in  redy  mony,  the  f<Jine  of  fower  poondes, 
to  be  payd  yt  again  whcnfoever  ether  (  or  my  fonno 
[Edw,  Allcyn]  (hall  demand  yt,     I  faye  iiij  lb/ 

••  VVitnCi's  E.  AUeyn,  &  John  Syng«r/' 

««  Lent  unto  Bengcmen  Johnfone,  the  3  of  defember^ 
t$97,  upon  a  booke  which  he  was  to  writte  for  us  before 
crylmas  next  after  the  date  hereof^  which  he  ihowed 
the  plotte  unto  the  company:  £  faye,  lent  in  tt^j 
nony  unto  hime  the  fome  of  xx  s. 

'•  Lent  Bcngemyn  Johnfon^  the  5  of  Jcnewary,  15:97, 
X^^9i'^\  *^  '^^y  ?^"y»  thffome  of  v  s. 

**  Lent  unto  the  company^the  iS  of  aguft,  1598,  to 
bye  a  boocke  called  H^ate  anger  /out  c6^Ut  at  Mr. 
'ijporter/  Mr.  Cheattell,  &  Bengemen  Johnfon^  in  foil 
'pikyinent,  the  fome  of  vi  lb. 

**  Lent  ^  unto  Robart  Shawe,  ic  Jewbey,  the  ^3  of 
oS^b.  1598,  to  lend  linto  Mr.*  Chapman,  one  [on]  his 
playe  boocke,  k  ij  ades  of  a  tragedie  of  BengemiM*s 
plott,  the  fome  of  iij  lb. 

','*!  Lent  unto  Wm.  Borne,  alias  Birde;  the  10  of 
aguft,  1 59|9,  to  lend  unto  Bengemyn  Johnfon  and  Thomas 
&kker,  in  earned  of  thcr  bogke  which  they  are  a 
writing,  called  Pagge  of  PUm'',  the  fome  of  xxxx  s. 

••  Lent 

^  Tbele  three  words  tre  fo  blotted,  that  they  c«ft  imly  be  goefTeA 
•t.  1  A*a  ih  the  next  page-»'«  Lent  tinto  Mr.  Birde,  Thonui  Dowo- 
too,  end  William  i«be,  the  s  »f  Septembtt  IS^»  to  P»jc  >a  f^ 
peyoient  fot  a  boocke  called  the  Itmen^hic  tngcdte  of  F^igt  •/  Pff' 

Vol.  I.  Part  II.  •Y  mm*k^ 
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<*  Lent  onto  Thomas  Downton>  the  3  of  September, 
f  C99,  to  lend  ontoThoQias  I>eckers,  Ben^emenjtindbb, 
liaiTcy  Chcattell>  aud  other  jentellmen,  in  earneft  tin 
playe  called  Ribart  the  /ectmd  kim^e  9/  Scwttrt  /ntf  ri?/, 
the  fome  of  xx%x  s. 

**  Lent  unto  Wm.  Borne,  the  2^  of  ieptember,  im* 
to  lend  onto  Beogemen  Johnfone,  in  earaeft  of  a  boocu 
called  tbefcottes  tragtdie^  the  fome  of  xx  s. 

*'  Lent  unto  Mr.  Alley n,  the  25  of  feptember,  i6ort 
to  lend  unto  Bengemen  Jc^nibn,  opon  his  writing  of 
Ui  adjcians  in  JironyM9^,  x)rxx  i. 

*'  Lent  onto  Bengemy  Johnibne^  at  the  apoyntment 
of  £•  Alleyn,  and  Wm*  Birde,  the  22  of  June»  1602, 
in  earned  of  a  boocke  called  Richard  Crooi-hacig  and 
for  new  adyci§ns  for  Jerwymo,  the  fome  of  x  lb«" 

I  infert  the  following  letter^  which  has  been  lately 
found  at  Dulwich  College,  as  a  literary  curio6cy.  It 
ibews  how  very  highlv  Alley n  the  flayer  was  eftimated. 
What  the  wager  alluded  to  was,  it  is  now  impoffible  to 
afcertain.  It  probably  was,  that  Alleyn  would  leqaal 
his  predecefforb  Knell  and  Bently^  in  fome  part  which 
they  had  performed,  and  in  which  his  contemporary, 
George  Peel,  had  likewife  been  admired* 

•*  Your  anfwer  the  other  night  fo  well  pleaftd  tlte 

fentlemcn,  as  I  was  fatisfied  therewith,  though  cotlie 
azarde  of  the  wager :  and  yet  my  meaning  was  not  CO 

wmtbt  the  fome  of  Tilb.**!  which  ihouU  feem  to  be  the  fiune  fla^  | 
hut  fix  pounds  wu  the  full  price  of  a  play,  and  the  tathort  ire  dil^* 
crtt*— >Bird,  Downtooy  and  Jubey,  were  all  a^ors. 

S  Tbt  Sfmnijb  Tr^gtdy,  written  by  Thomas  Kyd,  Si  meant,  which 
was  frequently  called  Jeronymo^  though  the  former  part  of  this  play 
cxpreftly  bore  that  name.  Sfte  the  title-page  to  the  edition  of  tbt 
Spmnijb  Trsgulyin  1610,  where  thcfe  new  additions  are  paitkularlf 
mentioned.  Jonfon  himfelf  alludes  to  them  in  his  Cyntbia^t  Revels^ 
j6oz  :  '*  Another  fwears  down  all  that  are  about  hio),  that  the  •U 
Hief^nym;  as  it  was  at  Jirft  aded,  was  the  only  b«ft  aad  jadicioiifly 
penned  play  in  Europe.'" — Mr.  Hawkiiu,  when  he  fepubliibc4  this 
piece  in  1773,  printed  moilof  Jonfon's  additioat  19  it*  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page,  as  <«  folded  in  by  the  players*** 

prejadite 
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pl^JiO^CfS  F^Uj  credit,  oeitlier  wolde  it,  though  it 
pl^^ued^oif  ip  to  excufe  ic«  But  beinge  now  growen 
farxhex  m  queitioa,  the  partie  affedled  to  fiently  fcom* 
yiigc  to  win  the  wager  by  your  dcniall,  hath  now  givea 

EJibertk  to  make  choyce  of  any  one  play  that  either 
itl^  or  Knell  plaide  ;  and  lead  this  advantage  agree 
not  with  your  mind,  he  is  contented  both  the  plaie  and 
the  tyme  ihalbe  referred  to  the  gentlemen  here  prefent* 
I  fee  not  how  you  canne  any  waie  hurt  your  credit  by 
thi^  aflion :  for  if  you  excell  them,  yon  will  then  be 
famous  ;  if  equall  them,  you  win  both  the  wager  and 
credit ;  if  (hort  of  them,  wee  muft  and  will  faie,  Ned 
Allen  still* 

Your  friend  to  his  power, 

W.  P. 

*'  Deny  mec  not.  Tweet  Ned ;   the  wager's  downe, 
*'  And  twice  as  miiche  commaande  of  me  or  myne  ; 
"And  if  you  wynne,  I  fwear  tht  half  is  thint, 
*»  Artd  fbriih  b^rplus  an  Englilh  crownc : 
'  "'^  AjypoiHt  the  tyme,  and  IHnt  it  as  yon  pleas, 
=  *^  Ymtt  labbr*s  gainc,  and  that  will  pWve  it  cafe/*  " 

The  two  follcli«ing  letters,  which  werfe  fbortd  among^ 
Mf.  Htoilowti's  papers,  afcertain  the  low  ilate  of  the 
Hi^matifek  poets  in  his  time.  From  the  foi-mer  of  them 
it  fliould  (eetn,  that  in  a  few  years  after  the  acceiQon  of 
James  the  Firft,  the  price  of  a  play  had  confiderably 
riictu  Neither  of  them  are  dated,  but  I  imagine  they 
w^ifewrittfctt  feme  time  between  the  years  1612  And 
1615.  Mr.  HenfloWe  died  about  the  8th  of  Januar]^, 
16^15-16. 

*'  Mr.  Hinchlow, 
"  I  have  ever  fince  I  faw  you  kept  my  bed,  Ijeing  (b 
lame  that  I  cannot  fland.  1  pray.  Sir,  goe  forward  with 
that  r^afonable  bargayn  for  The  Bellman.'  We  will  have 
i>ut  MMlvt  fcund^j  and  thi  ozerplki  of  the  fetond  day  ; 
whereof  I  have  hid  ten  Ihillings,  and  dej^irie  b^t  twenty: 
fhillings  more,  till  you  have  three  fheets  of  my  p:mers. 
y  2  6ood 


Good^Uf  coniider  how, for  your  fake  I  have  pftt  pyTelf 
oat  of  the  aflured  way  tp  get  money,  and  {tom^j'win^ 
pounds  a  play  am  come  to  t^welve.  Thearfbr  i|i«niyicg(^. 
tremity  fol'iake  me  npty  as  you  ihall  ever  com  and  me. 
My  wife  can  aquaint  you  how  infinit  great  my  oi;c;afion 
is»  and  this  ihall  be  fufficient  for  the  receipt,  till  Isptn 
to  fee  my  hand  to  the  booke.  ,     ,^^ . 

Yonrs  atcomand,.       [,  // 
ROBERT  DABOR^E> 

At  the  bottom  of  this  letter  Mn  Henflowe  has  written 
the  following  memorandum :  7, 

<*  Lent  Mr.  Daborne  upon  this  note,  the  23  of  ^ft,  ' 
in  carncft  of  a  play  called  The  Bellman  o/^oi^on,  xxs,?* ; 

•*  To  our  mofl  loving  friend, 
Mr.  Phillip  Hinchlow, 

Efquire,  Theft.  ''      ;\  c 

.    "  Mr.  Hinchlow,  „    ,  .  .^  ^  ^  "^  ;     '^^ 

*«  You  undcrlUnd  our  unfortunau  eytTCmltie^  4fi^^j 
doe  not  thincke  you  fo  void  of  chriftianj^Lc  but  that  yP**|\ 
would  throw  fo  much  money  into  the  Thanic^i  as  if  e^  r . 
xequeft  now  of  you,  rather  then  endanger  fo  juauy  xn^ .  j* 
BQcent  lives.  \ou  know  there  is  x^  more  ac  k^rt  LO  bc^  ^ 
receaved  of  you  for  the  play.  We  defirc  you  10  lend  uaii 
vl,  of  that ;  which  (hall  be  allowed  to  you  ;  wichaut  1.^ 
which,  wee  cannot  be  bayled,  nor  I  play  any  more  OU,^, 
this  be  diipatch'd.  It  will  lofc  you  xx^  ere  the  cud  qI 
the  next  weekc,  bcfide  the  hinderancc  of  the  Ji^Kt  new 
play.  Pray,  Sir,  confidcr  our  cafes  with  humanity,  acd" 
now  give  us  caufe  to  acknowledge  you  our  true  frcind  in  ' 
time  of  necde.  Wee  have  entreated  Mr.  Dav;ifon  tg  , 
deliver  this  note,  as  we!!  to  witneiTe  your  love  as  our  > 
pfomifes,  and  alwayes  ackaowledgment  to  be.ever.  ^  *  .^ 
Your  mofl  thanckfull  and  loving  freinds^    . 

NAT.  FIELD. 

•5  The  money  ftiall  be  abated  out  of  the  naoney  re-' 
mayns  for  tbe^ay  of -Mr,  Fletcher  aniours.    "",  * 

^  ROB.  DABORl^E.^'  • 

"  1  have 
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*'  I  hsnre  ever  found  yoti  a  tiiic  loving  freind  to  mcc, 
and  in  foe  fmall  a  fuxtc,  it  beeinge  honcft,  I  hope  yoa 
wilt  not  faile  ns. 

PHILIP  MASSJNGER/* 
InthrfiJ: 
•*  Received  by  mee  Robert  Davifon  of  Mr^  Hinch* 
low,  for  the   uie  of  Mr.  Daboerne,  Mr.  Fceld,  Mr. 
Meflenger,  the  fome  of  vl. 

ROBERT  DAVISON." 


The  dimenfions  and  plan  of  the  Globe  Playhoufe,  as 
well  as  the  time  when  it  was  built,  are  afcertained  by 
the  following  paper.  I  had  conjedured  that  it  was  not 
built  before  1596;  and  we  have  here  a  confirmation  of 
that  conjedlure. 

*'This1ndbnture  madethceightcdavof  Januaryc, 
1599,  and  in  the  two  and  fortythyeare  of  the  rcigne  of 
our  fovereigne  ladie  Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of  God 
Queene  of  England,  Frauncc  and  Ireland,  defender  of 
the  fayth,  &c.  Betweeti  Phillipp  Henflowc  and  Edward 
Alien  of  the  parifiie  of  St.  Saviours  in  Sonthwark,  in 
the  tountie  of  Surry,  gentlemen,  on  thone  parte,  and 
Peter  Streete,  citizen  and  carpenter  of  London,  on 
thother  parte,  WitnefTeth;  that  whereas  the  faid 
Phillipp  Menflowe  and^  Edward  Allen  the  day  of  the 
d^fii Jhereof  have  bargained,  compounded,  and  agreed 
w|tti  the  faid  Peter  Streete  for  the  eredlingc,  baildinge, 
aiiS  Greeting  up  of  a  new  Houfe  and  Stage  for  a  play- 
howfe,  in  and  uppon  a  certeine  plott  or  peece  of  grounde 
appbynted  oute  for  that  par^fe,  fcituatei  and  beinge 
near  Goldinge  lane  in  the  panfli  of  Saint  Giles  without 
Cripplegate  of  London ;  to  be  by  him  the  faid  Peter 
Streete  or  fome  other  fofEcient  workmen  of  his  provid- 
ing  and  appoyntment,  and  att  his  propper  cofles  and 
chardgcs,  (ror  the  confideration  hereafter  in  thefe  pre- 
fents  exprefled)  made,  builded,  and  fett  upp,  in  manner 
and  form  following :  that  is  to  faie,  the  frame  of  the 
faide  howfe  to  be  fett  fquare>  and  to  conteine  fowerfcpre 
foQte  of  lawful  aflise  cverye  wale  fquare,  without^  and 

Y3  ^  fiftw 
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fiftie  five  fqotc  of  like  afiize  {qiiarc>  eyerye  waie  witl^« 
with  a  goody  (uer»  and  Uronge  (buodacionof  p^les^V^clkji 
lymcy  and  fand,  both  withoute  and  withinjr  to.  be 
wrought  one  fpote   of  aflize  at    the  ieiile   above  the 

f'  round ;  and  the  faide  frame  to  contcine  three  Aopcs  in 
pgth,  the  firfl  or  lower  (lode  to  conteine  twelve  ^te 
of  lawful  aiGze  in  heighth«  the  fecond  fbrie  dieavep 
ibote  of  lawful  affize  in  heigth,  and  the  third  or  uppi^r 
(lorie  to  conteine  nine  foote  of  lawful  affize  ia  height* 
All  which  fiories  (hall  conteine  twelve  foote  and  a  mJUF 
of  lawful  siBzc  in  breadth  throogboute,  heiidefi  a  lut^y 
forwards  in  eyther  of  the  faide  two  upper  flories  of.te^ 
ynches  of  lawful  affize ;  with  fbwer  convenient  c^vvfio^s 
jbr  gentlemens  roomes  ^,  and  other  fufficifnt  and  poOr 
venient  divifions  for  twoo-pennie  roomes  ' ;  .with  necefr 
iarie  feates  to  be  placed  and  fett  as  well  in  xi^t  roomes 
as  throughoute  all  the  reft  of  the  g;alleried  of  the  iVid 
bowfe ;  and  with  fuche  like  deares^  conveyances,  and 
divifions  without  and  within,  ^s  are  made  and  contrvr 
ved  in  and  to  the  late-eredted  play-how&  on  thp  Banc^ 
in  the  faid  pari(h  of  Saint  Saviours,  called.  t*^^k 
Globs;  with  a (ladge and  tyreinge*howfe,  to  be  Bjadj^^ 
creded  and  fett  npp  within  the  faide  frame;  witn  a 
fliadowe  or  cover  over  the  faide  ftadge ;  which  IMc^c 
(ball  be  placed  and  fett,  as  alfoe  the  ilearc^es  qfiSf 
faid  frame,  in  fuch  forte  as  is  prefigured  it^  a  pTott 
thereof  drawen;  and  which  (bdge  (hall  conteine, in 
length  fortie  and  three  foote  of  lawfull  affize,  and  m 
breadth  to  excetide  to  the  middle  of  the  yarde*  qfthe 
faid  howfe :  the  fame  (ladge  to  be  paled  in  belowe  with 

(rood  llronge  and  fufficyent  new  oken  boardes;  ^nd 
ikewife  the  lower  (lone  of  the  faid  frame  withihfied, 
and  the  fame  lower  (loric  to  be  alfoe  laide  over  and 
fenced  with  (Ironge  yron  pyles:  And  the  faide  fiadge 
to  be  in  all  other  proportions  contryved  and  Afluoned 

f  What  we  bow  call  Boseet, 

*  Perhaps  the  rooma  over  the  boxes;  what  we  HOW  call  B§k9^m% 

*  The  open  area  m  the  centre* 
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like  onto  the  ftadge  of  the  fatde  Flayhoufe  called  thb 
Globb;  with  convenient  windowes  and  lights  glazed, 
to  the  faide  tireynge-howfc.  And  the  faide  frame, 
fladge,  and  (learcafes,  to  be  covered  with  tyle,  and  to 
have  a  fufEcicnt  gutter  of  leade,  to  carrie  and  convev 
the  water  firom  the  coveringe  of  the  faid  ftadge^  to  fan 
backwards.  And  alfoe  all  the  faide  frame  and  the 
ftearcafes  thereof  to  be  fuificyently  endofed  without  with 
lathe,  lyme,  and  haire.  And  the  gentlemens  roomet 
and  two-pennie  roomes  to  be  feelea  with  lathe,  lyme, 
and  haire;  and  all  the  flowers  of  the  faide  galleries, 
iliories,  and  ftadge  to  be  boarded  with  good  and  fufficient 
newe  deale  boardes  of  the  whole  thicknes,  wheare  neede 
ihali  be.  And  the  faide  howfe,  and  other  thinges 
before  mentioned  to  be  made  and  doen,  to  be  in  all 
other  contrivitioDs,  conveyances,  fafhions,  tlffhge  and 
thinges,  effedled,  finiflied  and  doen>  acon^ng  to  the 
Manner  and  faihion  of  the  faide  howfe  called  trb 
Globb;  faveinge  onl^  that  all  the  orintypali  and 
naine  pofles  of  the  faide  frame,  and  iadgt  forward, 
ihall  be  fquare  and  wrought  palafler-wife,  with  carved 
proportions  called  Satiers,  to  be  placed  and  fett  on  the 
topp  of  every  of  the  fame  pofles:  and  favein^  alfoe  thiit 
the  faide  Peter  Streete  (hall  not  be  charged  with  anie 
inaniter  of  paynteinge  in  or  aboute  the  faide  frame, 
howfe,  or  fradge,  or  anie  parte  thereof,  nor  rendering 
the  walles  within,  nor  feelinge  anie  more  or  other 
roomes  then  the  gentlemens  roomes,  twoo-pennie 
roomes,  and  ftadge,  before  mentioned,  Nowb  there- 
sppon  the  faide  Peter  Streete  doth  covenante,  promife, 
and  graunte  for  himfelf,his  executors,  and  adminiflrators, 
to  and  with  the  faid  Phillip  Henflowe,  and  Edward 
Allen,  and  either  of  them,  and  thexecutors,  and  admi* 
niftrators  of  them,  by  thefe  prefents,  in  manner  and 
forme  followeinge,  that  is  to  fay;  That  he  the  faide 
Peter  Streete,  his  executors,  or  affigns,  (hall  and  will  at 
his  or  their  owne  propper  coftea  and  chardges,  well, 
workman-like,  and  fubltantiallv  make,  ered,  fett  upp, 
aad  fullie  finniihe  in  and  by  all  thinges  accordinge  to 
Y  +  the 


Mik  ike  fiud  tnmc'  a^  ot^^^pMU  wk«dbtvtfi»  itail 
nppoA  the  fiakk  pkut  Or^pi#«dl  ff .«KNi94ei  (Mbigf/Me 
l^r  aiue  MtlKickie>reftrayiic44  ^UmI  ktmng.mBt^i.epm^ 
4Mid  i^cs  to  doe  thfi  /^inNb)  faifcMtlb^iTf  iHwi  iHfeiiyih 

jd^yc    ot~  Julic^      next.     Li.acK-     i.::.:     :..u     '...£Q     lutfM. 

A^  ^ll  al^  att  ItU  or  tricar  iik«  ^coi^  aad  dtaMg^s 
^Ovlde   and    £cid   aU  jnann^r   &r   HforkoKD,    tytuWr, 
loy^,  raftexf,  b#ord«v  d^^r^^  boU^iihiiigev  Vick*t>kv 
,%Liiie,   lyme,  h^rt^  Uf^ick  n^kK  kid,   imn^   gUfit 
yForkmanftitpp  and  otiwr  ilpDgefi  whactbeyer  wiiicb  ihall 
be  necdfiiLp    coavea^fcni   and    neceSari^  Jbr  the  Uvde 
Ifaine  and  works  and  £Vfnc  pafc^  ihereof^  and  £h^ 
^alfbc  make  ail  the  Caide  fr^me  in  every  poynte  &r 
icandiags  lardger  and  biggo:  in  aiQ^  tWn  the  k^ndifigi 
^f  i^e  timber  of  the  fiide  newe-er«^d  h^Me  cdkd 
^  The  Gk)be,     And  airoe  that  li^  the  fnide  p€ter  Stl^te 
'  (hail  furthwitht  a*  well  hf  him  icMe  ;ti  by  iiiche  other 
^^d  ibe  maaie  workmen  aA  0iaH  be  cofii^enient  and 
iiecc^rie,  enter  iata  and  uppoD  the  raide  ImijdiQges 
luid  workes,  aod  Ihall  In   reaTo&ahlfi  manner  prciccde 
.  therein  withoute  anie  wilful]  dc.ua^iji^iBniJi)|,^e^Me 
.  ^U  be  foUv  eiifeded  and  finaihed.  JL^-coiq^i^P/^^^N 
'  of  all  which  boildings  aod  pf  s|ll :ftuiFaQd,|«f$fJ^pii^^pp 
diereto   belonginge,   the   iiiisd  Phillip .lia^i^eiifnVPd 
Edward  Allen,   and    either  of  ih^i^,-  £fi/^fi^ejMi^, 
theire  and  either  of  theire  executoi^.  and  ^dqa^/(|atf)fB, 
doe  joyntlie  and  feveralliecoirena^tf  aadjg^a^g^l  tf^^pd 
with  the  faide  Peter  Streete^  hi^  ex^qiRors^c^ti^  ^4fl^i- 
niflrators,   by   thcis  prefents,    that    the  faid  ^^^ipp 
Henilowe,  and  Edward  Allen*  or  one  of  them,  or  the 
executors,  adminiilrators,  or  affigns  of  them  or  oncjof 
them,  (hall  and  will  well  and  thielie  paie  bi^  tiiiie  td4)e 
.  paide  unto  the  (aide  Peter  Str<^eahi8  execut^rs^pr.afl^es. 
att  the  place  afbrefaid  appoynted  for  the  ere^^ge.of 
the  faid  frame*  the  full  iooie  of  fo^e  e  if  y  ifi>  kj^  a  m  d 
.FORTH  povKDBs^  of.UwfuU  oioiije^  of  Euglande,. iQ 
inanner  and  fornix  foUowinge;,  that  is  tafy^e^^^t^m^^ 


JMl  be  Ihiyfed  at<d  foit  dp^-ty^tktf  faide  Fa^'IStrdef^^ 

JMxt::fbiklwinge>  cwc^e  hundtefdahd  twetttie poiifidd» ; 
.and  ate  fisdic  time'  and  ^^btn  k^  the  faki  fWnn^^work 
A^i^U  be  Mlie  effefted^iid  finlfhed  as  is  aforeiiid<,'6r 
#iiMik  fearen  dales  tben  next  MloWitige,  thathbf  tW6ee 
l^dttd  ^ttd  t#ettt^  podiiditey  wit&dole  fhitidebr  cotidk. 
<:Pi^ided  aflwaies,  and  it  is  kgfreed  bet>¥ette  tli^-  Mi 
iVd^kki  ^at  iHlitfbevef  fome  ef  fomes  of  mtnef^  3|e 
c  laid  Phitlip  HdkfloW^^  or  Edward  Allen.  ^  either  ef 
i^kilift»^<ito^  the  ei^^eUteri^*  oriiffi^  them  di''%ithei''6f 
>tii«kni  fiialtleud^dr  deliver  unto  theiaide  Peter  Strem, 
I9tik  esteeucd»ii'x»r'  a^a^s/ or  ani<!  other  by  hi§l  a|^[kjt A- 
^>fiient•o^^OOIlfrttt;  ^  cv  e<Mce>nkige  the  faidefi^c^^ir 
^mrie  )^irtttl^sher^(yf>'^br  ViflV'jlfi^^  tht)^litd''beMgi^^, 
i'bUtoe'tb^r^fi^'  atMi*  feniajp  uo^  <if  iHe  flAie^fi^afib, 
dlbatl^bv^y^otedl  i^cef^edi'tskiek  atid  acc6uttf^tffd4n 
iftoe>of  t^tf'jirft  pa>^ttent  aAii^i^ki  of  tHi' fiSd^oai^bf 
iJbwer'^bttlKir^d  and'iliKie  poaftd^srraifd'aTl  fifdittMbe 
'''^^<'>tbilie9  of*  mOney'^  they  or  anieof  thcA  ftitfT^ 
'^kfOMftid'lei^d'  of'  drti^er  betwene  the  ra^ft^*  of  Ac 
^ftSa^fVabf^'^'And  Uliifliitfg'ihtreof,  and  of  ill^tSb  trtt.bf 
•^fWe'faid^vj^ofks,  ihall  be  reputed,  accJcptfed,  iiaken'  «d 
oifcftftiWJ^^iii  piufeof  thcwfte  paynient  afi^ 
^ftin^'*frffe^^Y6#e#'fiaiHlred  and  fertic  jtoondes;  knic 
*^HgB'^iA)(M  Md'  to  the  contrary  notWithihrndinj^. 
vf  ft'«Sl*WftM^fcft^eof  die  parties  abovefaid  to  thds  wc- 
^IBdt'  Hid^fiSoi^  inl^diangeably  have  fett  theitr  han^ 
tfflitf  thifc j:^  TettVtn  ihe  daie  and  yeare  firft'  abotc- 
-l^ifefiiJn.'*' ■■  ''-  '  •  .     .-     •       T 

^.ijijtS^CqiLjiCAL   ACCOVNT    OF    THE  BInQHSH.  StJ^C^. 

^^'  'Page  9.  n;  I.  1. 1,  of  thefecond  paragraph.]  For/iJ^, 
''■-Tp'/Mh/.''   •■  ■     ■  ■  ....•'• 

ii  >-  pagi'  |1,  n«' 4;}  For,  in  M  mnjk ^htch  ta^dt peHhfmtitat 
"'<ti**'/y  «C.  riVVf  m  faft9MiMhiti^dtOxfhrdhkfiti^b$ 
•'^tl^»mi'iU€9n,km(ti^»  ladiit^mfhoattthMhir.  '• 

''"'^fag.41.  n,  1.  !•  17.]  For  166^,  i.  1660. 

Pag, 
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Pag*  4J.  D.  6.  K  7.1  For  Cnfi^  r.  Brew.  I  kavf 
Islrlj  feen  Alleyn's  pockec-book^  from  which  the  cov^ 
nAkw  has  been  made. 

Far*  69.  n.  5.  L  10  from  bottom*]  Jhk  the  comm^ 
sftcr  v€i9»  , . 

Pag.  73.  1.  17.]  Y Of  Jmgigr,  r.  Amptrs. 

Vzf.  105.  n.  6. 1.  5  from  bottom.]  For  adre/i  r.mimu 

Seia  probably  reprefcnted  Andromacbf  in  a  tragick 
pantomime. 

Pag.  108.  L  4  from  bottom.]  For  TV//,  n  /*r/ilr« 

Pag.  no.  1.  6.]  For  Defdevuna^  r.  De/Jemoma. 

Pag*  140  1. 13.  from  bottom*]  D^/r  the  comma  after 
/#r. 

Pag- 256.  n.  •.  L  I.]  For  Briwat,  uBrtvimt.  The 
letters  were  ihoffled  out  of  their  place  at  the  prefi. 

Since  the  (beet  which  conuins  the  will  of  John  Shalc« 
fpeare  was  printed,  I  have  learned  that  it  was  origi- 
nally perfect,  when  found  byJoTeph  Mofeley,  though  me 
firA  leaf  has  fince  been  loft.  Mofeley  tranfcribed  a  large 
portion  of  it,  and  from  his  copy  1  have  been  fumilhed 
with  the  incrodudory  articles,  from  the  want  of  which 
I  was  obliged  to  print  this  will  in  an  imperfed  ftate. 
They  are  as  follows : 

J. 

**  In  the  name  of  God,  the  father,  fonne,  and  holj 
ghoft,  the  mod  holy  and  bleffed  Virgin  Mary«  mother 
of  God,  the  holy  hoil  of  archangeh,  angels,  patriarchs, 
prophets,  evangelifts,  apodles,  faints,  martyrs.  an4 
all  the  celeftial  court  and  company  of  heaven,  I  John 
Shakfpear,  an  unworthy  member  of  the  holy  Catholick 
religion,  being  at  this  my  prefent  writing  in  perfe6l  health 
of  body,  and  found  mind,  memory,  and  underfhinding» 
but  calling  to  mind  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  certainty 
of  death,  and  that  I  may  be  poiTibly  cut  off  in  the 
bloffome  of  my  fins,  and  called  to  render  an  account  of 
all  my  tranfgreilions  externally  and  internally,  and  that 
1  may  be  unprepared  for  the  dreadful  trial  either  by 
facrament>  pcnnance,  faiUng»  or  prayer^  or  any  other 
I  purgation 
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P9fgatioQ  whatever,  do  in  thb  holy  prefqnc^  abon^ 
^ecified,  of  my  own  free  and  voluntary  accord^  make 
and  ordaine  this  my  lafl  fpiritual  willf  tellament,  coa- 
feffion,  proteftation^  and  confe^lon  of  faith,  hopioge 
hereby  to  receive  pardon  for  all  my  finnes  and  offenc^^ 
and  tnereby  to  be  made  partaker  of  life  everla^i|g« 
through  the  only  merits  of  Jefus  Chrifl  my  faviour  and 
redeemer,  who  took  upon  himfelf  the  likenefs  of  man^ 
fufFered  death,  and  was  crucified  upon  the  crofle^  fcf 
the  redemption  of  finners* 

ir. 

''  Item^  I  John  Shakfpear  doe  by  this  prefent  pn>- 
teil,  acknowledge,  and  confefs,  that  in  my  pail  life  I 
have  been  a  mon  abominable  and  grievous  finner,  aod 
therefore  unworthy  to  be  forgiven  without  a  true  aa4 
iincere  repentance  for  the  fame,  fiut  trailing  in  the 
manifold  mercies  of  my  blefled  Saviour  and  Redeemer, 
I  am  encouraged  by  relying  on  his  facred  word,  to  hope 
for  falvadon  and  be  made  partaker  of  his  heaveaff 
kingdom,  as  a  member  of  the  celedial  company  of 
angels,  faints  and  martyrs,  there  to  refide  for  ever  and 
ever  in  the  court  of  my  God. 
III. 

*'  Item,  I  John  Shakfpear  doe  by  this  prefent  protdl 
and  declare,  that  as  I  am  certain  I  mult  pa/Te  out  of 
this  tranfitory  life  into  another  that  will  lail  to  eternity^ 
I  do  hereby  moH  humbly  implore  and  intreat  my  goo4 
and  guardian  angell  to  inllrudt  me  in  this  my  folemn 
Preparation,  proteilation,  and  confeffion  of  faith^  aft 
lead  fpiritually,"  &c. 

The  Emendations  and  Additions  to  the  notes  on  the 
plays  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  at  the  end  of  Vol*  X. 
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The  fac-fimile  of  Shakfpeare*8  hand-writing,  with  t 
label  and  feal,  to  face  his  Mortgage,  i.  e.  p.  192^ 
Vol.1.  P.I. 

The  head  of  Lowin  to  face  p.  205  of  Vol.  I.  Part  If. 

The  Morris-dancers,  to  be  inferted  in  Vol.  V.  at  the  end 
of  King  Henry  IV.  Part  I.  and  not  Part  II.  as 
marked  by  miftake. 

The  head  of  Lord  Southampton  to  face  the  Title-page 
of  Vol.  X. 


Take  pains  the  genuine  meining  to  explore  t 
T^re  fweat^  there  ftraia ;  tug  the  laborious  oar : 
Search  every  comment  that  your  care  can  find ; 
Some  here,  fome  there,  may  hit  the  poet's  mind : 
When  things  appear  unnatural  and  hard» 
Confttlt  your  author,  with  himfelf  compar'd^ 
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Pcrfons    Rcprcfentcd  ♦# 

Alonfo,  king  of  Naples. 

Seballian,  /'//  brother. 

Profpero,  the  rightful  Juke  of  Milan. 

Anthonio,  bis  brother,  the  u/ur ping  i^uke  of  MiWn^ 

Ferdinand,  fon  to  the  king  c/*  Naples. 

Gonzalo,  an  honeft  old  counfellor  o/*  Naples. 

Adrian,         }  .     , 

Francifco,     V'"^'- 

Caliban,  a  fa^v age  and  deformed fla^ve. 

Trinculo,  ajefter, 

Stephano,  a  drunken  butler, 

Mufter  of  ajhip,  Boatfiuain,  andMarintrs. 

Miranda,  daughter  to  Profpero. 


Ariel,  an  airy  fpirit • 
Iris,  -J 

Ceres,  I 

Juno,  \    fpirits. 

Nymphs,  I 

Reapers,        J 


Other  fpirits  attending  on  Profpero. 

SCENE,    the  fca,    ivith  ajhip  \  after^vards  an  uninha* 
biled  iJIafuL 


•  This  enumeration  of  pcrfons  Is  taken  from  the  folio  1623. 

StK£V£NS« 
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ACT    I.       SCENE    I. 

On  a  Jbif  at  fea, 

A  ft  or m  nxjith  thunder  and  lightning. 

Enter  a  Ship-mafter  and  a  Boatfwain  «• 

Mafter,  Boatfwain, — 

Boatj\  Here,  mafler :  What  cheer  ? 

Majt. 

1  ^ht  Temptft  and  The  Midfummer*i  NightU  Dream  are  the  no- 
l)left  efforts  of  that  fublime  and  amazing  imagination  peculiar  to 
Shakfpeare,  which  foars  above  the  bounds  of  nature  without  for* 
faking  fenfe;  or,  more  properly,  carries  nature  along  with  him  beyond 
her  eftabliihed  limits.  Fletcher  feems  particularly  to  have  admired 
thefe  two  plays,  and  hath  wrote  two  in  imitation  of  them,  The  Stm 
Voyage  and  The  Faithful  Hhepherdefs,  But  when  he  prefumes  to 
break  a  lance  with  Shakfpeare,  and  write  in  emulation  of  him>  aa  he 
does  in  the  Falfe  One^  which  is  the  rival  of  Anthony  and  Cleopatra^ 
lie  is  not  fo  fuccefsful.  After  him.  Sir  John  Suckling  and  Milton 
catched  the  brighteft  fire  of  their  imagination  from  thefe  two  plays; 
which  ihines  fantaftically  indeed  in  The  Gohlins,  but  much  mort 
nobly  and  ferenely  in  The  Majk  at  Ludlow-Caflle,    W a  r  b  u  r  t o  n • 

No  one  has  been  hitherto  lucky  enough  to  difcover  the  romance  oo 
vrhich  Shakfpeare  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  founded  this  play,  the  beau* 
ties  of  which  could  not  fecure  it  from  the  criticifm  of  Ben  Jonfon* 
whofe  malignity  appears  to  have  been  more  than  equal  to  his  wit.  In 
the  induction  to  Barthoicmew  Fair,  he  fays:  <<  If  there  be  never  « 
•<  fervant  monfier  in  the  fair,  who  can  help  it,  nor  a  nelt  of  antiqmesf 
«<  He  is  loth  to  make  nature  afraid  in  his  plays,  like  thofe  that  begeC 
<$  Tales f  Tempefis^  and  fuch  like  drolleries. "    Stievxns. 

I  was  informed  by  the  late  Mr.  Collins  of  Chichefler,  that  Shak- 
fpeare's  Tempest,  for  which  do  origin  it  yet  aflTigned,  was  formed 
on  a  romance  called  Aurxlio  and  Isabella,  printed  in  Italian, 
Spaniih,  French,  and  Englifh,  in  1588.  But  though  this  information 
has  not  proved  true  on  examination,  an  ufeful  conclufion  may  be  drawn 
Iron  itj^thatSbakfpeare'i  ftory  ii  fomewhere  to  be  found  in  an  Italian 
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Maft.  Good:  Speak  to  the  mariners:  fall  to't  yarely"*, 
or  we  run  ourfelves  aground  :  beflir,  bcilir.  \Exitm 

Enter  Mariners, 

Boat/.  Heigh,  my  hearts ;  cheerly,  cheerly,  my 
J^-^arts ;  yare,  yare  :   Take  in  the  topfail ;  Tend  to  the 

mafler^s 
novel,  at  leafl  that  the  (lory  preceded  Shakfpeare.  Mr*  Collins  had 
fearched  this  fubjedt  with  no  ^efs  fidelity  thin  judgexnest  aad  induftry  ; 
but  his  memory  failing  in  his  laft  calamitous  indifpofiCfon,  he  probably 
gave  me  the  name  of  one  novel  for  another.  I  remember  hie  added  a 
circumilance,  which  may  lead  to  a  dkco very j— that  the  principal  cha- 
ncer of  the  romance,  anfwering  to  Shakfpeare*s  Profpero,  was  a  che- 
mical necromancer,  wlio  had  bound  a  fpirit  like  Arieh  to  obey  his  call, 
and  perfocm  hi&fervicei.  It  was  a  common  pretence  of  dealers  in  the 
occult  fciences  to  have  a  demon  at  command.  At  leaft  Aurelio,  or 
Orelio,  was  probably  one  of  the  namesof  this  romance,  theprodudion 
and  multiplicity  of  gold  being  the  grand  object  of  alchemy.  Taken  at 
lat:ge9  the  magical  part  of  the  Tempest  is  founded  on  that  fort  of 
Iphilofophy  which  was  pra£tifcd  by  John  Dee  and  his  affociatcs,  and 
hat  been  called  the  Roficrucian.  The  name  Ariel  came  from  the 
Talmudiftick  myfteries  with  which  the  learned  Jews  had  infeded  thic 
Science.     T,  War  ton. 

Mr.  Theobald  tells  us,  that  the  Tempefi  muft  have  been  writtta 
after  1609,  becaufe  the  Bermuda  iflands,  which  are  mentioned  in  it, 
were  unknown  to  the  Engliih  until  that  year;  but  this  is  a  miftake. 
He  might  have  feen  in  Hackluyt,  1600,  folio,  a  defcription  of  Ber« 
muda,  by  Henry  May,  who  was  Hiipwrecked  there  in  1593. 

It  was  however  one  of  our  author^s  laft  works.  In  1598  he  played 
a  part  in  the  original  Every  Man  in  bis  Humour*  Two  of  the  cha- 
raders  are  Prof  per  0  and  Stephana*  Here  Ben  Jonfon  taught  him  the 
pronunciation  of  the  latter  word,  which  is  always  r/^/>r  in  ihtTemptfi  g 

.  <<  Is  not  this  Stephana,  my  drunken  butler  .^** 
And  always  lurong  in  his  earlier  play,  the  Merchant  ofyenki,  which 
had  been  on  the  ftage  at  lead  two  or  three  years  before  its  publkatioa 
in  x6oo  : 

<*  My  friend  Stephana,  fignify,  I  pray  you,"  tcZm 
ta-  So  little  did  a  late  editor  know  of  hit  author,  whea  he  idly  fup* 
pofed  his  fchool  literature  might  perhaps   have   been  loft  by  the  diffi^ 
fation  of  youth,  or  the  hufy  fcenei  of  publick  life  !     Farmer. 

This   play  muft  have  been  written  after  1609,     when  Bermudat 

was 

^  ■    ...  -  -T 

'  A  In  this  naval  dialogue,  perhaps  the  firft  example  of  failor^s  Ian* 
guage  exhibited  on  the  ftage,  there  are,  as  I  have  been  told  by  a  ikil- 
ful  navigator,  fome inaccuracies  and  contradidlory  orders.  JeNNSON. 
I  — fall  toU  yarely,]  i.  e.  readily,  nimbly.  Our  author  ii  frequent 
in  hit  ute  of  tliis  word,     Stxevkks. 
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maftcr's  whiftle :— Blow,  till  thou  burft  thy  wind,  if 
room  enough  '^ ! 

Enter    Alonso,      Sebastian,     Anthonio, 
Ferdinand,  Gonzalo,  and  others. 

Alon.  Good  boatfwain,  have  care.  Where's  the  matter? 
Play  the  men  '. 

Boat/.  I  pray  now,  keep  below. 

Ant.  Where  is  the  mafler,  boatfwain  ? 

Boat/,  Do  you  not  hear  him  ?  You  mar  our  labour ; 
Keep  your  cabins  :  you  do  afllil  the  florm. 

Gon,  Nay,  good,  be  patient. 

Boat/.  When  the  fea  is.  Hence!  What  care  thefe 
roarers  for  the  name  of  king  ?  To  cabin :  filence :  trouble 
us  not. 

Gon.  Good  ;  yet  remember  whom  thou  haft  aboard. 

Boat/.  None  that  I  more  love  than  myfelf.  You  arc  a 
counfellor ;  if  you  can  command  thefe  elements  to  filence, 
and  work  the  peace  of  the  prefent  *,  we  will  not  hand  % 
rope  more  ;  ufe  your  authority.  If  you  cannot,  give 
thanks  you  hav€  liv'd  To  long,  and  make  yourfelf  ready  in 
your  cabin  for  the  mifchance  of  the  hour,  if  it  fo  hap.-— 
Cheerly,  good  hearts. — Out  of  our  way,  I  fay.        [Exit, 

Gon.  7  I  have  great  comfort  from  this  fellow :  methinks^ 

he 

was  difpoyere^.  and  before  1614,  when  Jonfon  fncers  at  it  in  hit 
Bartbciomno  fair.  In  the  Jatter  playi  of  .Shalcfpeare,  He  has  lefa  of 
pwn  and  quibble  than  in  his  early  ones.  In  The  Merchant  of  Veniee  be 
exprf  fsly  declares  againfl  thera.  This  perhaps  might  be  one  criterioa 
todijfcover  the  dates  of  his  plays.     Blacxstone. 

See  a  note  on  The  cloud-capt  Towersy  ice,  aft  iv.     Steevens. 

Sec  alfo  Art  Attempt  to  af certain  the  order  of  Sbak/peare^s  ^Uyi$ 
ante.     Ma  lone. 


^•^room  enough."]  We  might  read  blow  till  thou  hurfi  thee,  wlndl 
if  room  enough.  And  yet,  deHring  the  winds  to  blow  till  they  burft  their 
windtf  is  not  unlike  many  other  conceits  of  Shakfpeare.     Stke  vens. 

^  Play  the  men.]  i.  e.  aft  with  fpirit,  behave  like  men.  Avific 
fCi,  <^«Xo(      Steevens. 

^  — of  the  prefent  i]  It  may  mean  of  the  prefent  iii/tfirf.  STEETiHt* 

7  Con.]  It  may  be  obfcrved  of  Gonzalo,  that,  being  the  oqJy  goo^ 
B  3  VMM 
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he  bath  no  drowmng  mark  upon  him  ;  his  compfexioii  is 
pfvkSt  gallows.  Stand  fail,  good  fate,  to  his  hanging  ; 
make  the  rope  of  his  dclliny  our  cable,  for  our  o-»vn  doth 
little  advantage :  If  he  be  not  bora  to  be  hang'd,  oar 
caie  is  miferable.  [Exeumt, 

Re-enter  Boatfwain. 
Boat/,  Down  with  the  topmaft;    yarc,  lower,  lower; 
bring  her  to  try  with  main-coarie  *.     [A  cry  ^within,]     A 
plague  upon  this  howling  I  they  are  louder  than  the  wea* 
|hcf,  or  our  office. — 

Re-enter  SEBAStiAN,  Antkonxo,  iZ»^GoK»ALO.   * 

Tet  again  ?  What  do  you  here  ?  Shall  we  give  o*cr,  and 
drown  ?    Have  you  a  miod  to  fink  ? 

Seb.  A  pox  o  your  throat !  you  bawling,  blafphemous^ 
inchari table  dog ! 

Beat/,  Work  you,  then. 

Ant.  Hang,  cur,  hang !  you  whorefon,  infblcnt  noife<* 
maker,  we  are  lefs  afraid  to  be  drown 'd  than  thou  art. 

Gon.  ril  warrant  him  from  drowning  }  though  the  fliip 
were  no  ftronger  than  a  nut-lhell,  and  as  leaky  as  an 
unftanchM  wench  ' . 

.  Boat/  Lay  her  a-hold,  a-hold  '  j  fct  her  two  courfes  «  | 
off  to  fea  again,  lay  her  off. 

Enter  Mariners  ijuet. 

Mar,  All  loll !    to  prayers,  to  prayers !    all  loll ! 

[Exeunt* 

than  that  appeari  with  the  king,  he  is  the  only  man  that  prefervei 
his cheerfulncfi  in  the  wreck,  and  hishope  on  the  ifland.     Johnson. 

8  m^  bring  her  to  try  with  main-courfe.]  Probably  from  HackJuyt't 
$^eyareSf  1598  :  «<  And  when  the  barke  had  way,  we  cut  the  haufer, 
•nd  10  gate  the  fea  to  our  friend,  and  tried  'out  all  tliat  day  with  our 
maim  courfe,^*    Ma  lone, 

^  —  an  unftanchM  'wtncb,'^  Unfiancb'd,  I  believe,  means  inconti« 
aejit.    Stxevsns. 

>  L»y  her  a-hold^  a-hold ;]  To  lay  a  /hip  a-hold,  is  to  bring  her  to 
Jie  at  near  the  wind  as  (he  can,  in  order  to  keep  clear  of  the  4and, 
•nd  get  her  out  to  fea.     Steevens. 

.  *  — i— /(f/  her  two  courfesj]  Tho  courfes  arc  the  maio-fail  and  forc- 
faU*    Johnson. 

Boat/. 
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ioatf.  What  muft  our  mouths  be  cold  ? 
Gon»  The    king  and  prince  at  prayers !    let  us   affift 
them. 
For  our  cafe  is  as  theirs. 
Seb,  I  am  out  of  patience. 

Ant,  We  are  merely  '  cheated  of  our  lives  by  drunk- 
ards.— 
This  wide-choppM    rafcal; — Would   thou   might'ft   lie 

drowning. 
The  wafhing  of  ten  tides  ! 

Gon,  He'll  be  hang'd  yet ; 
Though  every  drop  of  water  fwear  againft  it. 
And  gape  at  wid'ft  to  glut  him  ♦. 

\A  confufed  noi/e  ^'itbin,]  Mercy  on  us  !— We  fplit ! 
we  fplit ! — Farewell,  mv  wife  and  children '.^Fare- 
well, brother  ! — We  fplit,  we  fplit,  we  fplit  K 
Ant.  Let's  all  fink  with  the  king.  \Exh% 

Seh,  Let's  take  leave  of  him.  i^*"''* 

Gon,  Now  would  I  give  a  thoufand  furlongs  of  ica  fof 
an  acre  of  barren  ground ;  long  heath  *,  brown  furze,  any 
thing  :  The  wills  above  be  done,  but  I  would  fain  die 
a  djy  death  !  [^^^^* 

SCENE    II. 

^he  inchanted  ijland  :  before  the  cell  of  Profpero. 

l^nter  Prospbro  aW  Miranda. 

Idira.  If  by  your  art,  my  deared  father,  you  have 
Put  the  wild  waters  in  this  roar,    allay  them : 
The  iky,  it  feems,  would  pour  down  ftinldng  pitch, 

3  — -  M^r/^-i_]  in  this  place  Agnifies  abjdmttt,,    STXzviNfii 

4  to  glut  bimS\  i.  e.  to  tnglut  or  fwallow  him.     Malonx. 

5  Mercy  on  ns  I  we  fflit,  w«  fplit  I  Farewellf  my  toife  and  tbU" 
dren,  Sec,"  Thefe  lines  (at  Dr.  John fon  has  obferved)  ihould  be  con« 
iidered  as  ipoken  not  by  any  determinate  chara^ers  of  the  prefent  pUj^ 
but  by  various  failors  on  board  the  veflel.     Malon  e. 

^ iong   beathf]     Sir    T.  Hanmer  reads  Jigg^   heath,    irt>om^ 

furze.— Perhaps  rightly,  though  he  has  been  charged  with  tautology. 
I  find  in  Harrifon's  Defcription  of  Britain,  prefixed  to  our  author*s  gooi 
friend  Holinihed,  p*  91  s  **  Brom*^  betb,  firm^  brakes^  wbiiuiety 
lingt'*  &c«    Farmjbr* 

B  4  Bat 
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Bat  that  the  Tea  ',  moondng  id  iac  ih-eikin*s  cheek/ 
PaiHei  tiie  £re  o^t.     O,    I  have  t'sfcr'd 
With  thofe  tnat  I  Taw  {:isct\  a  brave  vecel, 
Wbo  hiii  no  do.bt  fo^ie  r.oble  crcamre  in  her, 
Dafh'd  all  to  piece;.     O,  the  cry  did  knock 
Againd  xnv  very  heart '.  Poor  TguIs  !  they  perifh'd. 
Had  I   Lfcn  ar.y  god  of  po*-er,  I  vwtx:Id 
Have  Kink  the  lea  within  the  earth »   or  ere  * 
It  (hould  the  good  (hip  fo  have  Iwalkmr'd,    and 
The  freightine  ibuU  witllin  her. 

Pre,    Be  colieaed  ; 
No  more  amazement :  tell  your  piteoas  hearty 
There*»  no  harm  done. 
-  Mira.  O,  woe  the  day  ! 

Pro.  No  harm'. 
I  have  done  nothing  bat  in  care  of  thee, 
(Of  thee,  my  dear  one  I  thee,  my  daughter  !)  who 
Art  ignorant  of  what  thou  ar:,  nought  knoi^ing 
Of  whence  I  am  ;  nor  that  I  am  more  better  * 
Than  Profpcro,  m after  of  a  full  poor  cell », 
And  thy  no  greater  father. 

Mira,  More  to  know 
bid  never  meddle  with  my  thoughts  '. 

7  But  that  tbeffa,  i:c.]   So,  in  King  Lrar  : 
**  The  fci  in  fiich  a  dorm  as  his  bare  hrad 
<*  In  hcii-biitJc  ni;{ht  endur'd,  would  hi\c  buoy*d  up^ 
«   And  qMenth'd  the  ftelled  fires.*'     Malom. 

•  Or  erCt  \i  before.     Steevens. 

9  Vro.  No  baim.]  I  know  not  whether  Shakfpcare  did  not  make 
Mirandi  fpeak  thus  :   0,  ivot  the  day  I   no  Larm  f 
To  which  Frofpero  properly  anfwers  : 

/  have  done  nothing  but  in  care  cf  lbee» 
Miranda,  when  ftie  fpeaks  the  words,  0,  rae  the  day!  fuppofcs,    not 
that  th?  crew  had  efcaped,  but  that  her  father  thought  differently  from 
ier,  and  counted  their  deftrudlion  no  harm.     Johnson. 

I  more  better^^"]  This  ungrammatical  cxprellion  is  very  frequent 

lunong  our  oldeft  writers.     Steevens. 

*  full  poor  f^//,]  i.  e.  a  cell  in  a  great  degree  of  poverty.     So, 

in  Antony  and  Cleopatra:  <*  I   zm  full  firry. '^     SxErtENS. 

1  Did  never  meJdle  no'irb  my  ttougtts*']    To  meddle,  in  this  inftance, 

feemi  to  fignify  to  mhgle.  Hence  the  fubftantive  w^^/^y.  Steeveni. 

SccHowcU'i  DiCT.  i66o,  in  v.  to  meddle 'i*^(Qmeflerdt J''' MAtofit^^ 

Pro. 
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Pro.  *Tis  time  <  .  » 

I  fliould  infonn  thee  further.     Lend  thy  hand. 
And  pluck  my  magick  garment  from  me.^-So  ; 
.  [Lays  do^wn  bis  mantle. 

Lie  there  my  art*. — Wipe  thou  thine  eyes  ;  have  comfort* 
The  direful  fpeftacle  of  the  wreck,  which  touch'd 
The  very,  virtue  of  compafiion  '  in  thee, 
1  have  with  fuch  proviiion  in  mine  art 
So  fafely  order'd,  that  there  is  no  foul^— 
•i^o,  not  fo  much  perdition  as  an  hair, 
"Betid  to  any  creature  in  the  veffel 

Which  thou  heard 'ft  cry,  which  thou  faw'il  link.  Sit  down  ; 
For  thou  muft  now  know  further. 

Mir  a.  You  have  often 
Begun  to  tell  me  what  I  am  ;  but  fU)pp'd> 
And  left  me  to  a  bootlefs  inquifition  ; 
Concluding,  Stay^  not  yet  ^r-^ 

Pro*  The  hour's  now  come  ; 
The  tery  minute  bids  thee  ope  thine  ear  ; 
Obey,  and  bd  attentive,     Canft  thou  remember  ' 

A  time  before  we  came  unto  this  cell  ? 
I  do  not  think  thou  canfl ;  for  then  thoa  wafl  not 
Out  three  years  old  ^. 

Mira,  Certainly,  fir,  I  cah. 

Pro,  By  what  ?  by  any  other  houfe,  or  perfbn  ? 
Of  any  thing  the  image  tell  me,  that 
Hath  kept  with  thy  remembrance. 

Mira.  'Tis  far  off ; 

♦  LU  there  my  art.']  Sir  W.  Cecil,  lord  Burleigh,  lord  high  trei- 
furer,  &c.  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  when  he  put  off  hit  gown 
at  night,  ufed  tq  fay,  Lie  tiere,  lord  treafurer.  Fuller's  Holy  Stattp 
p.257.     Steevfns. 

*  —  virtue  of  compajpon^-']  Virtue,  the  moft  efficacious  part^ 
the  encrgetick  quality;  in  a  like  fenfe  we  fay,  The  virtue  of  a  plant  it 
in  the  extraSl.     Johnson. 

6^»no  foui-^^]  Such  interruptions  at  the  prefent  are  not  nncofli- 
mon  to  Shakfpeare.  He  fomctimes  begins  a  fentence,  and  before  he  con- 
cludes it,  entirely  changes  the  corjh'u^ion,  becaufe  another,  morefor* 
cable,  occurs.  As  this  change  frequently  happens  in  converfation,  it  may 
he  fufFered  to  pafs  uncenfured  in  the  language  of  the  ftage.  Stekvbns* 

7  Out  three  years  efd.]  i.  e.  quite  three  years  old,  three  years  old 
fttU.Qut,  compkte.    Stievxni. 

And 
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And  rather  like  a  dream,  than  an  aifurance 
That  my  remembrance  warrants :  Had  I  not 
Four  or  five  women  once,  that  tended  me  ? 

/'/v.  Tlioa  hadft,  and  more,  Miranda  :  Bat  how  Is  it« 
That  this  lives  in  thy  mind  r  What  ieefl  thoa  eiie 
In  the  dark  backward  and  abyfm  of  time  *  ? 
If  thou  remember'ft  aught,  ere  thoa  cam'ft  here^ 
How  thou  cam'fl  here,  thoa  may 'ft. 

Mira.     But  that  I  do  not. 

Pro.  Twelve  years  fince,  Miranda,  twelre  yean  fiocfj 
Thy  father  was  the  duke  of  Milan,  and 
A  prince  of  power* 

Mira.  Sir,  are  not  you  my  father  f 

Fro.  Thy  mother  was  a  piece  of  virtue,  and 
She  faid — thoa  uraft  my  daughter  !  and  thy  father 
Was  duke  of  Milan  ;  and  his  ovily  heir 
A  princefs  ; — no  worfc  iiTued  ^. 

Mira.  O  the  heavens  ! 
What  foul  play  had  we,  that  we  came  from  thence  ? 
Or  bleflcd  wias't,  we  did  ? 

Pro.  Both,  both,  my  girl : 
By  foul  play,  as  thoa  iay'ft,  were  we  heav*d  thence; 
But  blcflcdly  help  hither. 

Mira,  O,  my  heart  bleeds 
To  think  o*  the  teen  *  that  I  have  tumM  yoa  to. 
Which  is  from  my  remembrance  !  Pleafe  you,  farther. 

Pro.  My  brother,  and  thy  ancle,  called  Anthonio,-^ 
I  pray  thcc,  mark  me, — ^that  a  brother  (hould 
Be  fo  perfidious  ! — ^he  whom,  next  thyfelf. 
Of  all  the  world  I  lov'd,  and  to  him  put 
The  manage  of  my  ihite  ;  as,  at  that  time. 
Through  all  the  figniories  it  was  the  firft. 
And  Profpcro  the  prime  duke  ;  being  fo  reputed 
In  dignity,  and,  for  the  liberal  arts, 
WitlMut  a  parallel ;  thofe  being  all  my  ftudy, 

•  —  abyfm  of  time  f]   i.  e.  abyf ..    Maloni. 

9  yt  princefij— no  worfc  iifued.]  The  old  copy  ttids^^AfiJ  priii- 
cefs*«.  The  emendation  was  propofcd  by  Mr.  Steevens*  Ifi^d  U 
( as  he  obferves )  dtfeevded,     M  a  l  o  it  s . 

imm,teen^^'[  is  forrow,  grief>  trouble*    STixvxnt^ 

The 
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The  government  I  caft  upon  my  brother. 
And  to  my  ftate  grew  llranger,  being  tranfported^ 
And  rapt  in  fccret  ftudies.     Thy  falfe  uncle- 
Doll  thou  attend  me  ? 

Mir  a.  Sir,  mofl  heedfiilly. 

Pro,  Being  once  perfeded  how  to  grant  fuits. 
How  to  deny  them  ;  whom  to  advance,  and  whom  * 
To  trafh  for  over-topping  ' ;  new  created 
The  creatures  that  were  mine  j  I  fay,  or  changed  them. 
Or  elfc  new  form'd  them  :  having  both  the  key  ♦ 
Of  officer  and  office,  fet  all  hearts  i'  the  ftate 
To  what  tune  pleas'd  his  ear ;  that  now  he  was 
The  ivy,  which  had  hid  my  princely  trunk. 
And  fuck'd  my  verdure  out  on't.— Thou  attend'il  not* 

Mii^a,  O  good  Sir,  I  do. 

Pro,  I  pray  thee,  mark  me. 
I  thus  negleding  worldly  ends,  all  dedicated 
To  clofenefs,  and  the  bettering  of  my  mind 
With  that,  which,  but  by  being  fo  retir'd, 
O'er-priz'd  all  popular  rate,  in  my  falfe  brother 
Awak'd  an  evil  nature  .'  and  ihy  trufi. 
Like  a  good  parent  S  did  beget  of  him 
A  falfehood,  in  its  contrary  as  great 
As  my  truft  was;  which  had,  indeed,  no  limit, 
A  confidence  fans  bound.     He  being  thus  lorded. 
Not  only  with  what  my  revenue  yielded, 

»  ..  whom  to  advance,  and  whom]  The  old  copy  ha$  who  In  both 
places.     CoTTcdled  by  the  editor  of  the  fecond  folio.     Malonb. 

3  To  traj}}  for  over-topping '^'\  To  trafiy  as  Dr.  Warburton  obferves, 
IS  to  cutavray  the  fuperflttities.  This  word  I  hate  met  with  in  books 
containing  dire6\ions  fur  gardeners,  publiihed  in  the  time  of  queeaf 
Elizabeth. 

Mr.  Warton's  note,  however,  on  m^**  trajh  for  his  quick  hunting,'* 
in  the  fecoiid  aA  of  Othelloy  leaves  my  interpretation  of  this  paH'age 
exceedingly  difputable.     Stkevens. 

4 — both  the  kfy'\  Key  in  this  place  feems  to  (ignify  the  key  of  a 
mufical  inilrument,  by  which  he  fct  hearts  to  tune,     Johkson. 

This  doubrlcfs  is  meant  of  a  key  for  tuning  the  harpfichord,  fpinnet, 
or  virginal ;  we  call  it  now  a  tuning  hammer.     Sir  J.  Hawkins. 

Sl^He  a  ^codparent,]  Alluding  to  the  obfervation,  that  a  father  above 
the  common  rate  of  mea  hai  commonly  a  fon  below  it«    Htr^um  flit 

noxa,      JoHh'SON. 

But 
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But  what  my  poivrr  might  eUe  exatEt, — like  oae. 

Who  }umng,  onto  tmdi,  bj  telling  of  ir» 

Made  fuch  a  finner  of  his  memory. 

To  credit  his  own  lie  *,  he  did  bclicrc 

He  was,  indeed,  the  duke  ;  oot  of  the  fnbftitiitioD^ 

And  executing  the  outward  face  of  royalty. 

With  all  prerogative: — Hence hb  ambition  growing,-^ 

Doft  thou  hear  ? 

Mira,  Your  tale,  fir,  woold  cure  deafhefs. 

Pro,  To  have  no  fcreen  between  this  part  he  play*d 
And  him  he  play 'd  it  for,  he  needs  will  be 
Abiblate  Milan :  Me,  poor  man ! — my  library 
Was  dukedom  large  enoagh ;  of  temporal  royalties 
He  diinks  me  yiow  incapable :  confederates,* 
So  dry  he  was  Ibr  fway  ^,  with  the  king  of  Naples, 
To  give  him  annual  tribute,  do  him  homaec  ; 
SubjeA  his  coronet  to  his  crown,  and  bend 
The  dukedom,  yet  nnbow'd,  (alas,  poor  Milan!) 
To  mod  ignoble  (looping. 

Mira,  O  the  heavens  ! 

Pro,  Mark  his  condition,  and  the  event ;  dien  tell  me. 
If  this  might  be  a  brother. 

Mira.  1  fhould  fin 
To  think  but  nobly  •  of  my  grandmother : 
Good  wombs  have  borne  bad  Tons. 

Pro,  Now  the  condition. 
This  king  of  Naples,  being  an  enemy 
To  me  inveterate,  hearkens  my  brother's  fuit ; 
Wliich  was,  that  he  in  lieu  of  the  premifes, — 
Of  homage,  and  I  know  not  how  much  tribute,— 

*  ■■  likeonej 
lyho  havings  unto  truth,  by  telling  tf  it, 
Madefurb  a  Jinner  of  tit  memory , 

to  credit  bis  onvn  lie.  J  There  is  perhaps  no  correlative,  to  which 
the  word  //  can  with  grammatical  propriety  belong.  Lie,  however,  TeenfM 
to  have  been  the  correlative  to  which  the  poet  meant  to  refer,  however 
ungrammatically.     Steevkns. 

Thco'd  copy  hap— /n/o  truth.Corrcdted  by  Dr.Warb^rton.MALONE- 
7  So  dry  be  xvasforfwayf ]   i.  e.  So  thirjly.     The  evprellion,  I 

tm  told,  It  not  uncommon  in  the  midland  counties.    Stev.vkms* 

*  T9  tbitk   but  nobly'}     But    in    this     place    fignilies    otberwift 
tbsn*    bTKKvx^s. 

Should 
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Should  prefcntly  extirpate  me  and  mine 
Out  of  the  dukedom ;  and  confer  fair  Milan , 
With  all  the  honours,  on  my  brother:  Whereon, 
A  treacherous  army  levy'd,  one  midnight 
Fated  to  the  purpol'e,  did  Anthonio  open 
The  gates  of  Milan ;  and,  i'the  dead  of  darknefs. 
The  minifters  for  the  purpofe  hurried  thence 
Me,  and  thy  crying  {elf. 

Mira.  Alack,  for  pity  ! 
I,  not  rememb'ring  how  I  cried  out  then  ^, 
Will  cry  it  o'er  again  ;  it  is  a  hint% 
That  wrings  mine  eyes  to't. 

Pro,  Hear  a  little  further. 
And  then  I'll  bring  thee  to  the  prefent  buiinefs 
Which  now's  upon  us  ;  without  the  which,  this  (lory 
Were  moft  impertinent. 

Mir  a.  Wherefore  did  they  not 
That  hour  deftroy  us  ? 

Pro.  Well  demanded,  wench  ; 
My  tale  provokes  that  queftion.     Dear,  they  durft  not; 
(So  dear  the  love  my  people  bore  me)  nor  fee 
A  mark  fo  bloody  on  the  bufmefs ;  but 
With  colours  fairer  painted  their  foul  ends* 
In  few,  they  hurriea  us  aboard  a  bark ; 
Bore  us  fome  leagues  to  fea ;  where  they  prepar*d 
A  rotten  carcafs  of  a  boat  *,  not  rigg'd, 
•Nor  tackle,  fail,  nor  mall ;  the  very  rats 
Inftinftively  had  quit  it  ^  :  there  they  hoift  us. 
To  cry  to  the  fea  that  roar'd  to  us  ;  to  figh 
To  the  winds,  whofe  pity,  fighing  back  again, 
Did  us  but  loving  wrong. 

Mir  a.  Alack  I  what  trouble 
Was  I  then  to  you ! 

9  — cr;W  out]  Perhaps  we  fliould  read— cried  fl»V.  Stiivin«. 
»  —  a  h'tnty]   Hint  is  fuggefiion.     So,  in  the  beginning  fpcech  of  th* 
,iecond  adl :  our  bint  of  woe 

Is  common^.     Steevens. 
«  — «  of  a  boat,]  The  old  copy  reads  —-of  a  hutt*    Hinley. 
It  was  corrcd^cd  by  Mr.  Rowe.    Ma  lone. 
3  —  had  ^uit  it ;]     Old   copy'-^bave  ^uit  it.    Corredcd  by  Mt* 
Rowe.    Maloni. 

Prt. 
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IttTiHtd  %irii  a.  xctiiace  ncso.  Ofarea, 

Wbr-.  I  :LiT-  dick'i  die  ia  *  »iia  ircps  fbll  fib  ; 

Aa  i;.  :ier?cizr  ct-ixt*  *,  so  bar  op 

Pr:.  B/  ?r^Tlde:icc  dirLiff. 
Soa:*  :V. 'i  » t  -ii,  and  fcme  &«k  water,  diat 
A  tirA!^  Ne^pctican,  Gcazalo, 
Ost  ci'  :.:■  ciirlrr,  mrbo  being  tlicn  appoixiced* 

Ma£j:r  of  Liii  dsagn,  did  girc  ci ;  with 
Kich  garmmtSy  linrss,  fiafe,  and  neceflaiies, 
WhicR  fi.'.cc  h2Ts  deaded  mach  :  fo,  of  his  geatlenefi. 
Knowing  I  ioy'd  my  books,  he  fiimiih'd  me. 
From  my  cat.  ii brans  with  Toiomcs  that 
I  prize  ao',-  e  rriV  cukcicm. 

M/ra.    v/..i'_  I  might 
But  ever  fee  -.hit  man  1 

Fro.  Now,  1  ariic':— 

Sit 

4— ifc^'i  ?£; /ftf— ]  Ts  ^tffi  the/fs,  ifrxplaif»d,  tfl  honour,  adorn, 
•T  di^riir'y,  i  ir.icti  rii.calous,  but  the  criginal  import  of  the  ycrb 
dttk  1%,  Xo  ccxer  j  fo  in  fome  pirts  tksj  yet  fay  ^-i*  rr*  wi/r.  This 
fcnfe  may  te  uorn'? ;  r-t  per har»  the  poe:  wrot^^VriV,  which  I  think 
i»  ffill  ufcd,  in  ruflick  language,  of  drop;  faling  u.x'n  water.  Johnson. 

Ih".  foil  ^v/ing  pa^a^*  in  Ar.finj  and  Clc^atra  cay  csunteaznce  the 
^tth  dtih  in  iti  comman  acceptation  : 

**  do  not  pleafc  (harp  fite 

**  Tftjrrace  it  with  your  forrows." 
What  ■-.  ?hii  b:.t  ^^£r>'r^itwith/MMf     SriETi???. 

To  ^rf*,  I  im  t'ili,  lignifics  in  the  North,  to  j'prtnkle.  Sec  Ray'i 
DiC'i .  cj  Nc'tb  Cc>untry  tocrJs,  in  verb,  to  dcg,  and  to  deck  ;  and  hit 
Din.  o/  South  Country  nvordiy  in  verb,  dag.  The  latter  fignificft 
diVi  upon  th".  I'talc  j — hence  dafgU-taiUd,     Ma  lone. 

*  An  yndfff'jing^tyn\^<i\\J\  Stchiacb  \-^  pride,  fiu boor u  refolutioa.  So 
Hoiacf,  "—wravem  [*clid^^&/wtff />«»:."    Steevens. 

''— wh«i  Z-'/n^  ri;/'n/i/j/»o;/7.'f^  &c,]  Such  is  the  old  reading.  We 
mij^ht  brtlrr  rr.id,' he  being  Sec.     Steevens. 

7  Pro.  /"Utu  I  arife :]  Why  docs  Profpero  arije  ?  Or,  if  he  does  it 
to  Cafe  himfc!l  by  rluoge  of  poflure,  why  need  nc  interrupt  his  narra- 
tivr  to  tell  his  daughter  of  it  ?  Perhaps  chefe  words  belong  to  Miranda, 
•ad  we  ihould  read : 

Mir. 


TEMPEST.  15 

Sit  flill,  and  hear  the  lafl  of  our  fca-forrbw. 
Here  in  this  ifland  we  arriv'd;  and  here 
Have  I,  thy  fchool  mafter,  made  thee  more  profit 
Than  other  princes  '  can,  that  have  more  time 
For  vainer  hours,  and  tutors  not  lb  careful. 

Mira,  Heavens  thank  you  for't !  And  now,  I  pray  you, 
fir, 
(For  ftill  'tis  beating  in  my  mind,)  your  reaibn 
For  raifing  this  fea-llorm  ? 

Pro ,  Know  thus  far  forth. — 
By  accident  moft  llrange,  bountiful  fortune. 
Now  my  dear  lady  ^,  hath  mine  enemies 
Brought  to  this  ihore  :  and  by  my  prefciencc 
I  find  my  zenith  doth  depend  upon 
A  molt  aufpicious  liar  ;  whofe  influence 
If  now  I  court  not,  but  omit  *,  my  fortunes 
Will  ever  after  droop. — Here  ceafe  more  queflions  ; 

Mir,  Would  I  might 

But  ever  fee  that  man  !— Now,  I  arifc. 
Pro,   Sit  (till,  and  hear  the  laft  of  our  fea  Ibrrow. 
ProfpcroJn  page  9   had  dircdcd  his  daughter  to^f  </^w«,  and  Icarn 
th*  whole  of  this  hiftory;  having   prcvioufly  by  fome   magical  charm 
iUfpofed  her  to  fall  afieep.     He  is  watching  the  progrcfs  of  this  charm  ; 
and  in  t.,c  mean  time  tells  her  a  long  ft^^ry,  often  a/king  her  whether  her 
attention  be  itill  awake.     The  ftory  being  ended  (as  Miranda  fuppufes) 
with  their  coming   on  fliore,  and  partaking  of  the  conveniences  pro- 
vided for  them  by  the  loyal  humanity   of  Gonzalo,    flic    therefore  firit 
exprefles  a  wifli  to  fee  the  good  old  man,  and  then  obferves  that  (he  may 
nyiu  arife,  as  the  ftory  is  done.     Profpcro,  furprifcd  that  his  charm  does 
not  yet  work,   bids  h^r  Jit  ft'tU\  and  then  enters  on  frc/h  matter  to 
amufe  the  time,  telling  her  (wh?.t  /he  knew  before)  that  he  had  been  her 
tutor,  &c.     Bat  foon  perceiving  her  drowfincfa  coming  on  5  he  breaks 
off  abruptly,  and  leaves  htvjllll  Jiithg  to  her  /lumbers.  Blackstonz, 
»  Than  other  princes — ]Thc  irft  folio  TCidi-^^rinceJe,     Henley, 
CorrcdteJ  by  Mr.  Rowc.     Ma  lone. 

V  iVcw  my  dear  /ady,  is,  new  my  aufpichut  mifinfs,    Stxevxns* 
'  —  I  frd  my  zenith  doth  def)end  upon 
A  moft  aufpicioui  fiar  \  whofe  irtjluenee 
If  now  1  court  K§fy  hut  omit,  &c.]  bo,  \n  JuVmt  Citjar  t 
**  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  man, 
"  Which  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  Xofortuntl 
"  Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
**  U  bound  in  fliailows  and  in  miferlct*       Maloni. 

4  Thou 
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Thou  art  incHn'd  to  flccp  ;  'lis  a  good  dullnefs  ", 
And  give  it  way  ;^-I  know  thoo  canft  not  choofe. — 

[Mmndzjleifi^ 
Come  away»  fervant,  come :  I  am  ready  now  ; 
Approach,  my  Ariel ,  come. 

Eater  AaiEL. 

jfri.  All  hail,  great  mafter  !  grave  (ir,  hail  !  I  como 
To  anfwcr  thy  beft  pleafure  ;  be't  to  fly. 
To  fwim,  to  dive  into  the  fire,  to  ride 
On  the  curl'd  clouds  ;  to  thy  fljong  bidding,  talk 
Ariel,  and  all  his  quality  ^ 

Pro,  Haft  Chott,  I'pirit, 
Performed  to  point  ^  the  temped  that  I  bad  thee  ? 

jfri.  To  every  article. 
I  boarded  the  king's  (Viip ;  now  on  the  beak  ', 
Now  in  the  waftc  ^,  the  deck,  in  every  cabin, 
I  flam'd  amazement :  Sometimes,  I'd  divide. 
And  burn  in  many  places  ^  ;  on  the  top-maft. 
The  yards  and  boltfprit,  would  I  flame  diflindly. 
Then  meet,  and  join  :  Jove's  lightnings  ',  the  precuHbrs 

^^'^"tit  a  good  dulTteft.'\  Dr.  Warburton  rightly  obfervcs,  that  this 
fleepinefs)  which  I'rofpcro  by  his  art  had  brought  upon  Miranda,  and 
of  which  he  knew  not  how  foon  the  cft'edl  would  b^gin,  makes  him 
qucftion  her  \o  often  whether  fhc  is  attentive  to  his  ftory.     Johnson. 

I  —  quaity.']  i.  c.  all  of  hisfdUivfrAp  }  "  the  crew  of  meaner  fpU 
ritb."  Sec-  JIaKlct,A.  II.  Sc.  2.  *«  Will  thcyrurfuethcy«/tfyi/y*&c.  Mal. 

4  Performed  to  fcir.t'--'^  i.e.  to  the  minutelt  article.    Steeveks. 

s  ,^tjky]  The  beak  was  a  (Irong  pointed  body  at  the  head  of  the 
tncicnl  pallirs  ;  it  is  ufed  here  fur  the  forccalUc,or  the  bolt- fprit.  Johns. 

^m^wajlcf^  The  part  between  tlie  quarter-deck  and dicforccalllc  John* 

7  ■  SoKietimfs  Vd  divide ^ 

And  hum  in  maty  places ;  Sec.  ]  Perhaps  our  author,  when  he  wrote 
thcfc  lines,  remembered  the  following  pall'agc  in  Hackluyt's  Vcyages^ 
I  598  :  **  I  do  remember  that  in  the  great  and  boyftcrous  ftormc  of  this 
foule  wi'jthrr,  in  the  night  there  came  upon  the  toppe  of  our  maine 
yarde  .ui.l  mainr  malle  a  ct-rtaine  little  light,  much  like  unto  the  light 
of  a  litrlc.  candle,  which  the  Spaniards  call  the  Cuerpo  Santo.'  This 
light  cont'nurd  aboord  our  <hip  about  three  hourcs,  fy'tngfrom  mafte  /• 
mnfity  and  fi  m  top  to  top  ^  and  fomctimes  it  nvould  be  in  two  or  tbre§ 
placet  at  I  nee, ^^     Malone. 

«  Jcve*i  lightnings, — ]  The  old  copy  icsidS'^ ligbtning^  CoijcGed 
ky  Mr.  Theobald.    Malonx, 

o* 
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O'  the  dreadful  thunder-claps  ',  more  momentary 
And  fight-out-running  were  not :  The  fire,  and  cracks 
Of  fulphurous  roaring,  the  moft  mighty  Neptune 
Seem*d  to  befiege,  and  make  his  bold  waves  tremble. 
Yea,  his  dread  trident  fhake. 

Pro,  My  brave  fpirit ! 
•  Who  was  fo  firm,  fo  conflant,  that  this  coil 
Would  not  infcft  his  reafon  ? 

Art,  Not  a  foul 
But  felt  a  fever  of  the  mad  *,  and  play'd 
Some  tricks  of  defperation  :  All,  but  mariners, 
Plung'd  in  the  foaming  brine,  and  quit  the  vcfTcl, 
Then  all  a-fire  with  me  :  the  king's  fon,  Ferdinand, 
With  hair  up-ftaring,  (then  like  reeds,  not  hair,) 
Was  the  firft  man  that  Icap'd ;  cried.  Hell  is  empty. 
And  all  the  devils  are  here. 

Pro,  Why,  that's  my  fpirit ! 
But  was  not  this  nigh  ftiore  ? 

Ari.  Clofe  by,  my  mafter. 

Pro,  But  are  they,  Ariel,  fafe  ? 

Ari.  Not  a  hair  perifh'd ; 
On  their  fuftaining  garments  *  not  a  blemiih. 
But  frefher  than  before :  and  as  thou  bad'il  me. 
In  troops  I  have  difpers'd  them  'bout  the  ifle  : 
The  king's  fon  have  I  landed  by  himfelf ; 
Whom  I  left  cooling  of  the  air  with  fighs. 
In  an  odd  angle  of  the  ifle,  and  fitting. 
His  arms  in  this  fad  knot. 

Pro,  Of  the  king's  fhip. 
The  mariners,  fay,  how  hafl  thou  difpos'd. 
And  all  the  reft  o'  the  fleet  ? 

Ari,  Safely  in  harbour 

9  — ^—  precurfors 

0^  the  dreadful  tbunder^claf>iy'\  So,  in  K,  Legr  t 
<*  'V ant  couriers  of  oak  cleaving  thundcrboJts."     Steivens* 
>  But  felt  a  fever  of  the  mady]  Not  a  foul  but  felt  fuch  a  fever  as 
madmen  feel,  when  the  frantick  At  is  upon  them.     Stisvens. 

2-— fuflaining  |rarAr«Ari<— 1  i.e.  their  garments   that  bore  thcmii£/ 
and  fupported  them.     So,  A.  Lear,  A&.  IV.  fc.  iv. 
"  In  our  fufiaining  corn.*'     S  t  e  E  v  e  N  s. 

Vol.  I.  C  Is 
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Is  the  king's  (hip ;  in  the  deep  nodc»  where  once 

Thou  cairdd  me  up  at  midnight  to  fetch  dew 

From  the  flill-vex'd  Bermoothes ',  there  Ihe's  hid  : 

The  mariners  all  under  hatches  ilow'd ; 

Whom,  with  a  charm  join'd  to  their  fuffer'd  labour^ 

I  have  left  allecp  :  and  for  the  reft  o'  the  fleet. 

Which  I  difpers'd,  thev  all  have  met  again  ; 

And  are  upon  the  Mediterranean  flotc  *, 

Bound  fadly  home  for  Naples ; 

Suppofmg  that  they  faw  the  king's  (hip  wreck'd^ 

Ana  his  great  perfon  periih* 

Pro.  Ariel,  thy  charge 
Exadtljr  is  perfbrm'd ;  but  there's  more  work : 
What  is  tJie  time  o'  the  day^  ? 

Jri.  Paft  the  midfeafon. 

Pro.  At  leaft  two  glaflfes  :  The  time  'twixt  fix  and  now. 
Muft  by  us  both  be  (pent  moft  precioufly. 

Jri,  Is  there  more  toil  ?  Since  thou  doft  give  me  pains» 
Let  me  remember  thee  what  thou  haft  promis'd, 

5  From  the  ftUl-vix'd  Bermoothes,']  Thus  the  iflands  now  known 
by  the  name  of  Bermudas  were  frequently,  though  not  always,  called 
in  ouf  anthor's  time.— Hackluyt,  in  his  P^oy ages 9  1598,  calls  **  the 
iea  about  the  Bermudas  a  helliOi  place,  for  thunder,  lightning)  and 
(lormes/*  So  alfothe  Continuator  ofStowe's  Annalt,  1615,  delcribing 
the  arrival  of  the  EngUfli  at  thefe  iflands  in  1609:  "Sir  George 
Somers  Htting  at  the  fterne,  feeing  the  Hup  defperate  o(  relief,  looking 
every  minute  when  it  would  (inke,  he  efpicd  land,  which  according  to 
his  and  Cajitain  Newport's  opinion,  they  judged  ihould  be  that  dreadful 
coaft  of  the  Bermodes,  which  iflands  were  of  all  nations  iaid  and  fop- 
pofed  to  be  inchantedy  and  inhabited  with  toitches  and  divills ;  which 
grew  by  reafon  of  accuftomed  monftrous  thunder,  (lonne,  and  terapeft, 
neerc  unto  thofe  iflands,  alfo  for  that  the  whole  coaft  is  fo  wonderous 
dangerous  of  rockcs,  that  few  can  approach  them  but  with  unfpeakablc 
hazard  of  fhip wreck,"     Malone. 

A -^  the  Mediterranean  fore,]   Fhte  h  loave,   Fiot.  Fr.  Steevexs. 

5  fThat  is  the  time  0*  the  day  ?]  This  pafTage  needs  not  to  be  dillurb- 
ed,  it  being  common  to  aik  a  queftion,  which  the  next  moment  en- 
ables us  to  anfwer;  he  that  thinks  it  faulty  may  eafily  adjuft  it  thus  : 

Pro.  H^hat  is  the  time  o'  the  day  f  Paft  the  mid  feafon  f 

Ari«  At  Uafi  ttvo glajfis. 

Pro,  The  time*  ttvixt  Jix  and  now  Johnson, 

Mr.  Upton  pr»pofes  to  regulate  this  paflhge  diftiercntly  J 

Ari.  Paft  the  midfeafcnf  at  leaft  two  gla£ist 

Pro.  Tbt  time  &c.     MAtoNs, 

Which 
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Which  is  not  yet  perlbrmM  me. 

Pro,  How  now  ?  moody  ? 
What  is't  thou  can'fl  demand  ? 

Art,  My  liberty. 

Pro,  Before  the  time  be  out  ?  no  mpre.  / 

Art.  I  pray  thee. 
Remember,  I  have  done  thee  worthy  fervice  ; 
Told  thee  no  lies,  made  thee  no  millakings,  ferv'd 
Without  or  gnidee,  or  grnmblings :  thou  ^dfl  promife 
To  bate  me  a  full  year. 

Pro.  Doft  thou  forget  * 

6  Dofi  tbwforgti]  That  the  chftnf^er  and  conduA  of  Profpero  may 
be  underftood,  fomething  muft  be  known  of  ch^  fyftem  of  enchantment, 
which  fupplled  all  the  marvellous  found  in  the  romances  of  the  middle 
ages.  This  fyftem  Teems  to  be  founded  on  the  opinion  that  the  fallea 
fpirits,  having  diflerent  degrees  of  guilt,  haddiflerent  habitations  aUot<« 
cd  them  at  their  ezpulfion,  fome  being  confined  in  hell,,  fime  (at 
Hooker,  who  delivers  the  opinion  of  our  poet*s  age,  expreflet  it,)  difftrjei 
in  airy  fome  cm  earthy  fome  in  watery  others  in  ca^esy  dens,  or  mineraU 
under  the  earth.  Of  thcfe,  fome  were  more  malignant  and  mifchievous 
than  others.  The  earthy  fpirits  feem  to  have  been  thought  the  moft 
depraved,  and  the  aerial  the  lead  vitiated.  Thns  Profpero  obfervej  uf 
i^riel: 

■  I  Thou  Vfaft  ttfpirit  tco  de/ieatt 
To  aff  her  earthy  and  abhorred  commands. 
Over  ^efe  fpirits  a  power  might  be  obtained  by  certain  rites  performed 
or  charms  learned.  This  power  was  called  The  Black  Arty  ox  Knowled^t 
cf  Enchantment.  The  enchanter  being  (as  king  James  obfervcs  In  hit 
Jbemono/ogyJ  one  who  commands  the  devi/y  whereas  the  witch  fer^ts 
him.  Thofe  who  thought  be(l  of  this  art,  the  exiftence  of  which  wm, 
1  am  afraid,  believed  very  feriouDy,  held,  that  certain  founds  and  cha* 
rafters  had  a  phyfical  power  over  fpirits,  and  compelled  their  agency  ) 
others,  who  condemned  the  practice,  which  in  reality  was  fu  rely  never 
praflifed,  were  of  opinion,  with  more  reafon,  that  the  power  of  charmi 
arofe  only  from  compaf^,  and  was  no  more  than  the  fpirits  voluntirili 
allowed  them  fdr  the  ledu£lion  of  man.  The  art  was  held  by  atty 
though  not  equally  criminal,  yet  unlawful,  and  therefore  Cafaaboil« 
fp^king  of  one  who  had  commerce  with  fpirits,.  blames  him,  though 
he  imagines  him  one  of  the  htft  kind  who  dealt  with  them  by  way  of 
command.  Thus  Profpero  repents  of  his  art  in  the  laft  fcene.  Tlie 
fpirits  were  always  confidered  as  in  fome  meafure  enflared  to  the  en- 
chanter,  at  lead  for  a  time,  and  as  fervlng  with  unwillingnefs )  there* 
fore  Ariel  fo  often  begs  fxjt  liberty  5  and  Caliban  obfervcs,  that  the 
fpirits  ferve  Profpero  with  no  good  will,  h\iX  hate  him  rootedly^-^Ofxhtft 
trifles  enough.    Johnson. 

C  2  From 
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From  what  a  torment  I  did  free  ihcc  ? 

Ari.  No. 

Pro,  Thou  dofl ;  and  think'ft  it  much^  to  tread  the  ooze 
Of  the  fait  deep  ; 

To  run  upon  the  (harp  wind  of  the  north ; 
To  do  me  bufmefs  in  the  veins  o*  the  earthy 
When  it  is  balc'd  with  froft. 

Jri.  I  da  not,  fir. 

Pro,  Thou  Heft,  malignant  thing !  haft  Vhou  forgot 
The  foul  witch  Sycorax,  who,  with  age,  and  envy. 
Was  grown  into  a  hoop  ?  haft  thou  forgot  her  ? 

Ari,  No,  fir. 

Pro,  Thou  haft :  Where  was  flic  born  ?  fpcak  ;  tell  mc. 

Ari,  Sir,  in  Argier  ^. 

Pro,  Oh,  was  ftie  fo  ?  I  muft. 
Once  in  a  month,  recount  what  thou  haft  been. 
Which  thou  forget'ft.     This  damn'd  witch,  Sycorax, 
For  mifchiefs  manifold,  and  forcerics  terrible 
To  enter  human  hearing,  from  Argier, 
Thou  know'ft,  was  banifliM  ;  for  one  thing  fhe  did. 
They  would  not  take  her  life  :  Is  not  this  true  ? 

Ari,  Ay,  fir. 

Pro,  This  blue-ey'd  hag  was  hither  brought  with  child. 
And  here  was  left  by  the  failors :  Thou,  my  flave. 
As  thou  report'ft  thyfelf,  waft  then  her  fervant : 
And,  for  thou  waft  a  fpirit  too  delicate 
To  a£l  her  earthy  and  abhorr'd  commands, 
Refiifing  her  grand  hefts,  fhe  did  confine  thee. 
By  help  of  her  more  potent  minifters. 
And  in  her  moft  unmitigable  rage. 
Into  a  cloven  pine  ;  within  which  rift 
Imprifon'd,  thou'didft  painfully  remain 
A  dozen  years  ;  within  which  fpace  fhe  died. 
And  left  thee  there  ;  where  thou  didft  vent  thjr  groans. 
As  faft  as  mill-wheels  ftrike  :  Then  was  this  ifland, 
(Save  for  the  fon  that  ftie  did  litter  here, 
A  freckled  whelp,  hag-born,)  not  honoured  with 
A  human  fhape. 

7  —  mArgicr,]  Argier  is  the  ancient  Engliih  name  far  Algiirs, 

StS£V£N». 

Ari, 
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JrL  Yes;  Caliban  herfon. 

Pro,  Dull  thing,  I  fay  fo ;  he,  that  Caliban, 
Whom  now  I  keep  in  fervice.     Thou  bcft  know'ft 
What  torment  I  did  find  thee  in :  thy  groans 
Did  make  wolves  howl,  and  penetrate  the  breafb 
Of  ever-angry  bears ;  it  was  a  torment 
To  lay  upon  the  damn'd,  which  Sycorax 
Could  not  again  undo  ;   it  was  mine  art. 
When  I  arriv'-d,  and  heard  thee,  that  made  gape 
The  pine,  ^  and  let  thee  out. 

Art,  I  thank  thee,  mafter. 

Pro.  If  thou  more  murmur'ft,  I  will  rend  an  oak. 
And  peg  thee  in  his  knotty  entrails,  till 
Thou  haft  howl'd  away  twelve  winters; 

JrL  Pardon,  mafter :  ,        ^ 

I  will  be  corre{i>ondent  to  command^ 
And  do  liny  fpriting  gently. 

Pro,  Do  fo ;  and  after  two  days         ' 
I  will  difcharge  thee.  .   :      ..  ^ 

ArL  That's  my  noble  mafter! 
What  fliaH  I  do  ?  fay  what  ?  what  fhall  I  do  ? 

Pro,  Go  make  thy felf  like  a  nymph  o'the  fca  ;    be  fuH- 
jeft 
To  no  fight  but  thine  and  mine ;  invifible* 
To  every  eye-ball  elfe.     Go,,  take  thi»  fliapc. 
And  hither  come  in  it :  go,  hence,  with  diligence. 

[Exit  Ariel. 
Aw^dce,  dear  heart,  awake  I  thoi)  haft  jQept  w;ell  | 
Awake  1  '. 

8  Go  make  thy  felf  like  a  nympb  •'  iie  fiai  Jr  fuhjiS 
To  no  fight  hut  tbint  ^nd  mine  5  iipvijihh'  &c.]  The  words-* 
««  be  fubicft"— having  been  transferred  in, the  firi^copy  of  this  pUy 
to  the  latter  of  thefc  line*,  by  the  ctrelenhefs  of  the  tranfcriber 
or  printer,  the  editor  of  the  fecond  folio,  to  fupply  the  metre  of  the 
former,  introduced  the  word  to  $— <reading,  *<  Uke  to  a  nyoaph  o* 
the  fea.'*  The  reguladoa  that  I  have  made  ihewt  that  the  additioo, 
like  many  others  made  by  that  editor,  was  unneceflaury.     Malonx. 

—  a  nympb  o"  the  fea  H  There  does  not  tppearto  be  fufficient  cau(e 
why  Ariel  /hould  afTume  this  new  (hape,  at  he  was  to  beinviiibie  to  aU 
eyes  but  thofe  of  Profpero •    Stxxvxns. 

C  3  Mira. 


^z  TEMPEST. 

Mira.  The  ftrangcGcfs  *  of  yocr  ttory  pat 
He^vinrfs  ia  m^. 

i'rs.  Sfiakf  it  oEi  Coceon; 
We'll  v:£t  Calibaa,  my  ilave,  wKo  never 
Yield)  OS  kind  aaffter. 

jV/rtf.  'Ti«  a  villain^  fir, 
I  do  not  love  to  look  on. 

Pre.  Bat,  as  'tis. 
We  ca:uiut  mifs  liim  :  he  does  make  our  fire. 
Fetch  in  our  wood  ;  and  fcrves  in  ojices 
That  profit  us.     What,  ho!  flave!  C^iban! 
Thou  cirth,  thou  l-(peak. 

Cal.  [ivithin.]  There's  wood  enough  wiiluA. 

Pro.  Come  forth,  I£iy  ;  there's  other  bafioe&  fiir  tbee  i 
Come,  thoo  tortoiie  !  when  ? 

Re-enter  A 1 1 K  t ,  like  a  tvater-wjmfk. 

Fine  apparition  !  My  quaint  Ariel, 
Hark  m  thine  car. 

Jri.  My  lord,  it  Ihall  be  dpno.-  {Sxit. 

Pro.  Thou  Doifpuous  flave,  got  bv  the  devil  himielf 
^Upon  thy  wicKed  dam,  come  forth  f .  . 

Enter  Caliban. 

Cal,  As  wicked  dew  as  e'er  my  mother  brufh'd 
With  raven's  feather  from  unwholcfome  fen. 
Drop  on  yoo  botn"^!  a  ibtith-wcft  blow  on  ye, 

'  ■.,,.,  And 

9  The  Jfrakgeiiffs^y  "Why  fhoufd  awond^ful  ftory  pro4uce  flccp"? 
I  believe  experience  will  prove,  that  any  vioJcnt  agitation  of  the  mind 
eafily  fubfides  in  /lumber,  efpeciall^  when,  as  in  Profpero's  relation, 
the  Uft  images  are  pleajing.    Johmsom,    ■ 

The  poet  fcemt  to  have  been  appneheafive  that  the  audience,  as  well 
M  Miranda,  would  ileep  dver  this  long  but  neceiTary  tale,  and  tKerefoi^e 
ftrlves  to  break  it.  Firft,  by  making  Profpero  diveft  himielf  of  his 
nagick  robe  and  wand  )  then  by  waking  her  attention  nu  left  than  li« 
times  by  verbal  interruption  ;  then  by  varying  the  ?.dion  when  he  rifes 
and  bids  her  continue  fitting;  and  iafUy,  by  carrying  on  the  buHnefs 
ofthe  fable  while  Miranda  deeps,  by  which  Oie  is  continued  on  the 
ftagc  till  the  poet  has  occafion  for  her  again.    Wa  a  n  e  k  . 

I  Cal*  Ai  wkkid  di^v  tti  •er  my  m§tbir  hrufl>*d 

fVitb  ravetCtfiathir  fr^m  uwwhakfiin ffty 
Drop  on  you  both  /]    It  was   a  tradition^  it  feems^  that  Lord 

<      Falkland^ 
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And  blifter  you  all  o'er  1 

Pro,  For  this,  be  fure,  to-night  thou  (halt  have  cramps, 
Side-Hitches  that  fhall  pen  thy  breath  up  ;  urchins  * 
Shall,  for  that  vail  of  night  that  they  may  work  ^, 

All 

Falkland,  Lord  C.J.  Vaughan,  and  Mr.  Scldcn  concurred  in  obfcr?- 
4ng,  that  Shakfpcarc  had  not  only  found  out  a  new  charafter  in  his  Ca- 
liban, but  had  alto  deviled  and  adapted  z  nnu  manner  of  language  for 
that  chara^er.     Warburton. 

Whence  thcfe  cricicks  derived  the  notion  of  a  new  language  appropri- 
ated to  Caliban,  I  cannot  find  :  they  certainly  miftook  brutality  of 
fcntimcnt  for  uncouthncfs  of  words.  Caliban  had  learned  to  fpeak  of 
Profpcro,  and  his  daughter;  he  had  no  names  for  the  fun  and  moon  be- 
fore their  arrival,  and  could  not  have  invented  a  language  of  his  own 
without  more  undcrltanding  than  Shakfpeare  has  thought  it  proper  to 
bcftcw  upon  him.  His  diilion  is  indeed  fomcwhat  clouded  by  the 
gloomincfs  of  his  temper,  and  the  malignity  of  his  purpofes ;  butlet 
any  other  being  entertain  the  fame  thoughts,  and  he  will  find  them 
callly  ilTue  In  the  fame  expreflions.     Jornsok. 

Ai  wicked  devfy'^'\  Hoicked ^  having  baneful  qualities.  So  Spcn- 
fcr  fays,  wicked  iveed\  fo,  in  oppofition,  wc  fay  herbs  or  medicines 
have  virtues.  Bacon  mentions  virtuous  bexoar^  and  Dryden  virtuous 
herbs,     Johnson. 

*  — tfrffc/ffj]  i.c,  kedge-bogs.  Urchins  are  enumerated  hy R.Scott  among 
other  tcrrifick  beinj^s.  They  are  perhaps  here  put  for  fairies,  Milton  in 
his  Maf-fue  fpcaks  of  **  urchin  blafts,"  and  wc  ftill  call  any  littl«dwarf- 
ilh  child,  an  urchin.  The  word  occurs  again  in  the  next  a£t.    Stiet, 

In  the  M.  IV,  ofWtndjcr  we  have  *<  urchins,  ouphes,  and  faiiics  ;"" 
and  the  paflage  to  which  Mr.  Steevens  alludes,  proves,  I  think,  thaP 
urchins  here  fignifies  beings  of  the  fairy  kind : 

<«  U\%ffmts  hear  me, 
<<  And  yet  J  needs  muft  curfe  ;  but  toeyUl  nor  pincb^ 
"  Fright  me  with  «rf^iff-/brwi,  pitchmci*thcmire&c.MALONX, 

1  — for  that  vaR  of  night  that  they  may  work,]  The  vaft  of  night 
means  the  night  which  is  naturally  empty  and  defcrted,  without  aflion; 
or  when  ail  things  lying  in  fleep  and  filence,  makes  the  world  appetr 
one  great  uninhabited  tvafie.     So  in  Hamlet : 

"In  the  dead  wafie  and  middle  of  the  night,*' 
It  has  a  meaning  like  that  of  nox  vafta. 

It  (hould  be  remembered,  that,  in  the  paeumatology  of  former 
ages,  thcfe  particulars  were  fettled  with  the  moft  minute  exa^nefs,  and 
the  different  kinds  of  vifionary  beings  h^d  diflerent  allotments  of  time 
fuitable  to  the  variety  or  confequence  of  their  employments.  Daring 
thcfe  fpaces,  they  were  at  liberty  to  ad>  but  were  always  obliged  to 
leave  oft'  at  a  certain  hour,  that  they  might  not  interfere  in  that  por- 
tion of  night  which  belonged  to  others.  Among  thefe  we  may  fup- 
pofe  urchins  to  have  had  a  pan  fubjefled  to  their  dominion.     To  this 

C  4  limitation 
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All  cxcrcUe  on  thee  :  thoa  ihsh  be  |nndi'd 

Am  thick  xs  honey .oKnb*,  each  pinch  more  ftingin^ 

Than  bees  that  made  them. 

Cal,  I  maii  cat  my  dinner. 
This  ifland's  mine,  by  Sycorax  my  mother. 
Which  thou  tak'fi  from  me.     ^Tien  thou  cameft  firft. 
Thou  ^*-cak*dil  me,   and  m«i'&  mach  of  me ;  woald'ft 

give  me 
Water  with  berries  in't ;  and  teach  me  hour 
To  name  the  bigger  light,  and  how  the  left. 
That  bum  by  day  and  night :  and  then  I  lov*d  thee, 
Af)d  {hew'd  thee  all  the  qualities  o'  the  ifle. 
The  frclh  fprings,  brine  pits,  barren  place,  and  fertile; 
Cars'd  be  I,  that  did  fof— All  the  charms ♦ 
Of  Sycorax,  toads,  beetles,  bats,  light  on  yoa! 
For  1  am  all  the  fubjccls  that  you  have. 
Which  firft  was  mine  own  king :  and  here  yoo  fty  me 
In  this  hard  rock,  whiles  you  do  keep  from  me 
The  reft  of  the  ifland. 

Pro,  Thou  moil  lying  flavc. 
Whom  ftripcs  may  move,,  not  kindncfs  :  I  have  us'd  thee. 
Filth  as  thou  art,  with  human  care  ;  and  lodg'd  thee 
In  mine  own  cell,  till  thou  did  fcek  to  violate 
The  honour  of  my  child. 

Cal.  Oh  ho,  oh  ho  ! — 'would  it  had  been  done  1 
Thou  didll  prevent  me  ;  I  had  peopled  eife 
This  ifle  with  Calibans. 

Pro.  Abhorred  flave  ^; 
Which  any  print  of  goodnefs  will  not  take, 
Being  capable  of  all  ill !  I  pitied  thee. 
Took  pains  to  make  thee  fpcak,  taught  thee  each  hour 

limitation  of  time  Shalcfpcftre  alludes  again  in  K»  Lear:  He  begint  at 
curffiOf  and -walks  tilt  the  fecond  cock.     Stxevens. 

^•^  All  the  charms  J  The  latter  word,  like  many  others  of  the  fame 
kind,  ii  here  ufed  as  a  dlHyilable.     Malo^e, 

5  Abhorred  flave  \'\  This  fpecch,  which  the  old  copy  gives  to  Mi- 
randty  is  very judiciouily  beilowed  by  Theobald  on  Profperq.  Johnson. 

Mr.  Theobald  found,  or  might  have  found,  this-  fpecch  transferred 
to  i'rofpero  in  the  alteration  of  this  play  by  Dryden  and  D*Avenant. 

•Maloni* 

One 
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One  thing  or  other :  when  thou  didft  not,  favage  •, 
Know  thine  6wn  meaning,  but  would'ft  gabble  like 
A  thing  moft  brutifh,  I  endow'd  thy  purpofes 
With  words  that  made  them  known  :  But  thy  vild  race  ^, 
Though  thou-  didil  learn,  had  that  in't  which  good  na- 
tures 
Could  not  abide  to  be  with ;  therefore  waft  thou 
Defervedly  confinM into  this  rock. 
Who  hadft  deferv'd  more  than  a  prifbn. 

Cal,  You  taught  me  language ;  and  my  proft  on't 
Is,  I  know  how  to  curfc  :  The  red  plague  nd you  ^, 
For  learning  me  your  language!  ' 

Pro,  Hag-feed  hence  ! 
Fetch  us  in  fewel ;  and  be  quick,  thou  wc'rt  beft. 
To  anfwer  other  bufinefs.     Shrug*ft  thou,  malice  ? 
If  thou  negledl'ft,  or  doft  unwillingly 
What  I  command,  I'll  rack  thee  with  old  cramps  ; 
Fill  all  thy  bones  with  aches  ;-  make  thee  roara 
That  beafts  (hall  tremble  at  thy  din. 

Cal,  No,  'praythee!— 
J  muft  obey :  his  art  is  of  fuch  power,  [^^di. 

It  would  control  my  dam's  god,  Setebos  ^, 

And 

fi  ——  when  tbou  didft  notffa'uagey 

Kntno  thy  vwn  meaiting,']  By  this  exprdBon,  however  6t£tQ:tV€f 
the  poet  feems  to  have  meant  ivben  tbou  d'ldH  utter  foundi^  to  lubieb 
iheu  badft  no  determinate  meaning  :  but  the  following  cxpreffion  of  Mr. 
Addifon,  in  his  389th  Spcdlator,  concerning  the  Hottentots,  may 
prove  the  beft  comment  on  this  paflage }  "  .—..having  no  languafc 
among  them  but  a  confufed  gabble,  which  is  ntitber  well  underfiood  by 
tbemfelvety  or  others."     Steevens. 

7  But  thy  vild  racty"]  Race,  in  this  place,  feems  to  (ignify  origi- 
nal difpoiition,  iitborp  qualities.  In  this  fenfe  we  ftill  hy^^Tbe  raet 
cf  wine ;  and  fir  W.  Temple  has  fome  where  applied  it  to  works  of 
literature.     Stkevens. 

f^i/d  is  ufed  in  many  old  Englifli  books  for  •»//#•     Malonk.  . 

»  The  red  plague^^}  I  fuppofc  from  the  redncfs  of  the  body,  uni- 
▼erfally  inflamed.     Johnson. 

The  tryfiptlat  was  anciently  called  the  rtd plague,     Stikvkns. 

9  —  my  dam's  god,  Setebos,]  A  gentleman  of  great  merit,  Mr. 
JVarncr,  has  obferved  on  the  authority  of  Jobn  Barbet,  that  «*  the 
Patagont  are  reported  to  dread  a  great  horned  devil,  called  Setebot,"**-^^ 
It   may   be  aikcd^    however,    how    Sbakjptart  knew   any  thing  of 

thit| 


And  make  a  vailal  of  liiin.  \ 

Pro.  So>  (lave;  hence!  [Exif  Caliban* 

Rt^emter    Ariel   imtifihUy    playing    and  finging\ 
Ferdinand  followiug  him. 

Ariel* s  Song. 

Come  unto  theft  yclloiM  faads , 

And  thtn  take  bands  : 
Court^fiid ivheu you ha<vef  andki/s*d^^ 

(Thi  infild  %uaiits  *whift) 
Foot  it  feat  ly  here  and  there  j 
And,  fiueetj^rites,  the  burden  bear  \ 
Hark,  bark  / 
^  hur^  B^wgh^  wowgh.  .  \difperfedlj. 

The  ^atcb-dogi  bark  : 
bur.  Bowgh>  wowgh.  _  .   [d^perfedljm 

Hark,  bark  /  I  bear 
^he  ft  rain  of  ft  rutting  chant  iclert 
Cry,  Cock-a-doodle-doo. 

Fer.  Where  (hould  this  mufick  be  ?  i'  the  air,  or  the 
earth  ? 
It  (bunds  no  more  : — and  Aire,  it  waits  upon 
Some  god  of  the  ifland.     Sitting  on  a  bank. 
Weeping  again  the  king  my  father's  wreck ^, 

This 

tfcit,  as  Barhot  was  a  voyagfer  of  the  prefent  century  ?  ■  >  iPwhapi  he 
ludread  Eden*s  Hiftory  of  Travayle,  1577,  who  tells  us,  p.434y  that 
'^.^  the  gianies,  when  they  found  themfelvcs  fettered,  roared  like  bulls, 
and  cried  upon  Setehos  to  help  thtm.''*'^T\K  metatkefis  in  Caiihan  from 
Csniba/ \i  evident      Farmsr. 

We  learn  from  Magellan's  voyage,  that  Setebos  was  the  fuprcme  god 
-0f  the  Patagons,  and  Cheleole  was  an  inferior  one.     Tollet. 

Settboi  is  alfo  mentioned  in  Hackluyt's  Voyagn^  '59^«  Ma  lone. 

«  Courfjied  %ohen  you  havCf   and  *i/i*</,]  As  was  anciently  done  at 
Ac  btginning  of  fomc  dances. 

Tbf  ivt/d  iva-t/es  whift; 
i.  r.  thcwild  waves  being  fllent  (or  whift).    Steevens. 
*     *  --^  the  burden  bear."]    Old  copy— bear  the   burden.     Corref^ed  by 
Mr.  Theobald.     Ma  lone. 

1  H^eepin^  again  tbe    king  my  fatber^t  toreckA    Thus  the  old  copy  ; 
but  in  tha  books  of  Shaldpeait^s  age  again  is  ibaietimes  prioted  in- 

ftead 
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This  mufick  crept  by  me  upon  the  waters  j 
Allaying  both  their  fury,  and  my  paflion. 
With  its  Iwcct  air  :  thence  I  have  follow'd  it. 
Or  it  hath  drawn  me  rather  ; — Sut  'tis  gonv* 
No,  it  begins  again. 

Jn'el  fuigs.   Full  fathom  fi've  thy  father  lies  ♦  ; 
Of  his  bones  are  coral  made  ; 
7hoje  are  pearls,  that  luere  his  eyes  : 

Nothing  of  him  that  d^th  fade. 
But  doth  Jnjfer  afea-change, 
Intofomethmg  rich  and  Jlravge* 
Sea-nymphs  hourly  ring  his  knell : 
Harkf  nonv  I  hear  them, ^-ding-dong »  helU 

[Burden,  ding-^ddx^g. 

Per,  The  ditty  docs  remember  my  drown'd  father  >^ 
This  is  no  mortal  bufmefs,  nor  no  found 
Thi^t  tlic  earth  owes  *  :.^I  hear  it  now  above  me,    - 

Fro.'  The  fringed  curtains  of  thine  eye  advance, ' 

ftead  of  aga'inft  [i.  c.  oppofitc  to],  which  I  am  perfuaded  wa^  oir 
audior's  wofd.  The  placing  Ferdinand  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  be 
could  ftill  gaze-  upon  the  wrecked  velTel,  is  out  of  Sha1cfpeare*t 
•touches  of  nature.  ^7tfm  is  inadmiifible  j  for  this  would  import tbic 
.Ferdinand's  tears  had  ceafed  for  a  time  j  whereas  he  himfelf  tells  us, 
afterwards,  that  from  the  hour  pf  his  father's  wreck  they  had  jMvcr 
ccafcd  to  flow  : 

**  — .  Myfclf  am  Naples, 

"  Who  with  mine  eyes,  ne'frjna  at  ebb^  beheld 

**  The  king  my  father  wrcck'd.*' 
However,    as  our  author  fomctimes  fofgot  to   compare  the  differeat 
parts  of  his  play,  I  have  made  no  change.     Maloni. 

4  Full  fathom  fi-ue  tby  father  lies  5  &c.]  AriePs  lays,  [which  have 
been  condemned  by  Gildon  as  trifling,  and  defended  not  very  fuccefifully 
by  Dr.  Warburton,]  however  feafonable  and  efficacious,  muft  be  allowed 
to  be  of  no  fupernaturai  dignity  or  elegance ;  they  exprelji  oothiiig 
great,  nor  reveal  any  thing  above  mortal  difcovery. 

The  reafon  for  which  Ariel  is  introduced  thus  trifling  is,  that  he 
and  his  companions  are  evidently  of  the  fairy  kind,  an  order  of  beingt 
to  which  tradition  has  always  afcribed  a  fort  of  diminutive  agency, 
powerful  but  ludicrous,  a  humorous  and  frolick  cootrolment  of  nature, 
well  exprclTed  by  the  fongs  of  Ariel.    Johnson. 

5  That  the  earth  owes  :1  To  ovfe,  in  this  place,  as  well  as  many 
ethen,  flg^ifies  to  own.    Stxxvxws. 

And 
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Amd  kj,  «fut  dna  CeHt  ▼rscd'. 

JKrri.  ^'aar  Wt  *  a  fat!  i:  r 
Lcrd,  iww  it  !«cfci  aboc !  £feliffve  =e,  £r. 
It  canicf  a  orare  Jbra  >-*Ekc  *cb  a  <pL-ir. 

Prf .  No,  winrj.1 ;  it  ears  a:ui  iieepi ,  aad  sata  faca  kcafa 
As  we  hiLve,  f^c^  :  Tlii  gallarLt,  ibhicii  lijoc  ;«e±. 
Was  x.'i  :!ie  wr?':^  ;  zzd  bez  hc^i  fiaiedung  isim'd 
With  ^ncf,  that's  bcastr's  canker,  cLoc  mighi'dL  call  kxK 
A  gocdlv  periba  :  he  hath  !ol  his  felSows, 
And  ftra/s  aixxzt  to  iicd  them. 

i/zra.  r  might  call  him 
A  thing  dirine ;  for  nothing  catsnl 
1  erer  slaiw  ib  aoble. 

fro.  It  goes  on,  lice,  [.4^'- 

As  my  (bcfprompts  it :— Spirit,  finefpirit,  m  me  thee 
Withu  two  days  for  this. 

Fer.  Mofl  Cute,  the  goddeis 
On  whom  thcfe  ain  attend  ! — Voochfafe,  my  prayer 
May  luiow,  if  you  remain  opoa  this  ifland;' 
And  that  you  will  fomc  good  inflruclion  give. 
How  1  may  bear  mc  here  :  My  prime  rcqaeft, 
WhfCii  I  GO  lad  pronounce,  is,  o  yon  wonder  \ 
If  you  be  made,  or  no  *  ^ 

Mira, 


My  prime  refueji 


Which  1  d'i  hjl  frontunce^  h,  •  ysu  ^u^^nder  f 

If  you  U  ma(ie,  or  no  f]  A  pafTagc  in  Lilly^s  CaUthta  Teems  to 
«oiintci.ancc  tbe  text  of  the  nrd  fblio ;  ''  The  qoedion  among  men  b 
commrio,  are  you  a  mai/it  f**»^^yct  1  cannot  but  think,  that  Dr.  ^Oir- 
Imrfm  read*  very  rightly,  ♦*  If  ycra  be  «rtfi/r,  or  no.**  When  we  meet 
with  an  harfh  exprclfion  in  Sbakfpeare,  we  are  ufually  to  look  for  a 
fiay  •//7/»  %vordi,  Fletcher  clofely  imitates  the Tempeft  in  his  Sea^Veyare  : 
anii.hr  introduces  Albert  in  the  fame  manner  to  the  ladies  of  bii  Dcicrt 
Jfland : 

•*  Be  not  ofTrnded,  goddeflcs,  that  I  fall 

**  Thus  proftratc,"  &c. 
Sbskfptare  himfclf  had  certainly  read,  and  had   probably  now  in  his 
tnindy  a  pnfliit',?:  in  the  third  book  of  the  Fairy  ^ecrty    between  7'imiat 
•Od  Belpharhe : 

**  Antrfl  or  Cnidefi  ?  do  I  call  thee  right  ? 

*«  'riirrc-4r  /he  blufhing,  faid,  ah!  gentle  fquirc, 

<*  }i(iT  f^otifirfs  I,  nor  angel,  but  the  ma'td 

**  And  daughter  of  a  woody  nymph,*'  5cct     Fakmxi^ 

The 
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Mira.  No  wonder,  fir  ; 
But,  certainly  a  maid. 

Fer,  My  language  !  heavens  ! —    ' 
I  am  the  befl  of  them  that  fpeak  this  ipeech. 
Were  I  but  where  'tis  fpoken. 

Pro.  How  !  the  beft  ? 

The  firft  copy  reads— if  you  be  mskl,  or  iio%  M^iJe  wat  not  fug- 
fiefted  by  Dr.  Warburton,  being  an  emendation  introduced  by  the  edi- 
tor of  the  fourth  folio.  It  was,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  autHor*s  word: 
There  being  no  article  prefixed  adds  (hength  to  this  fuppoGtion.  No- 
thing is  more  common  in  his  plays  than  a  word  being  iifed  in  reply*  ia 
a  fenire  different  from  that  in  whkh  it  was  employed  by  the  firft  fpcok* 
er.  Ferdinand  had  the  moment  before  called  Miranda  a  goddefs  i  and 
the  words  immediately  fubjoined,— <*  Vouchfafe  my  prayer,"— ihoWy 
that  he  looked  up  to  her  as  a  perfon  of  a  fuperior  order,  and  fought  her 
protedion^  and  inftruAion  for  hiscondu^,  not  her  love.  AX  r^»  period, 
therefore,  he  muft  have  felt  toamuch  awe  to  have  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  hope  of  pofle/nng  a  being  that  appeared  to  him  celeftial  j  though 
afterwards,  emboldened  by  what  Miranda  fays,  he  exclaims,  «  O9  i£ 
a  virgin  &c.^'  words  that  appear  inconfiftent  with  the  fuppofition  that 
he  had  already  ajked  her  whether  ihewas  one  or  not.  She  had  indeed 
told  him,  ihe  was  $  but  in  his  aflonifhmrnt  at  hearing  her  fpeak  his 
own  language,  hemay  weii  be  fuppofed  to  have  foi^ottcn  what  (he  faid  { 
which,  if  he  had  himfelf  made  the  inquiry,  would  not  be  very  reafoa"* 
able  to  fuppofc. 

It  appears  from  the  alteration  of  this  play  by  Drjden  and  fir  W. 
D'Avenant,  that  they  confidcred  the  prcfcnt  pafTagc  in  this  light: 

«  Fair  excellence, 

"  If,  as  your  form  declares,  you  are  divine, 

««  Be  pleas'd  to  inilrudi  me,  how  you  will  be  worihipM  5 

«  So  bright  a  beauty  cannot  fure  belong 

«'  To  human  kind.** 
In  a  fubfcqucnt  fcene  we  have  again  the  fame  inquiry  : 

yiion.  Is  Ihe  the  gcddefs  that  hath  fever'd  usy 
And  brought  us  thus  together  ? 

Ter.  Sir,  (he's  mortal. 
Oar  author  might  have  remembered  Lodge*s  deCcription  of  Ftw- 
nia,  the  Perdita  of  his  fVintet^t  Tsie :  «  Yet  he  fcarce  knew  her» 
«  for  (he  hjd  attired  hcrfelf  in  rich  apparel,  which  fo  increafed 
«  her  beauty,  that  (he  refembled  rather  an  angel  than  a  cregture.** 
Doraftus  and  Fatvnlay    1592. 

So  alfo,  (as  Dr.  Farmer  has  obfcrved)  in  Stanyhurft's  tranflation 
•f  Virgil,  1583: 

«<  O  to  thee,  faire  virgin,  what  terme  may  rightly  be  fitted  ? 

«  Thy  tongtje,  thy  vifage,  no  mortal  frayltie  refcmblcch. 

*»   »  No  dodbt,  zgoddejftl*^     Maloni. 

What 
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What  wert  thou,  if  the  king  of  Naples  heard  thee  ? 

Fcr.  A  finglc  thin^,  as  I  am  now,  that  wonders 
To  hear  thee  fpealc  of  Naples  :  He  docs  hear  mc ; 
And,  that  he  does,  I  weep:  myfelf  am  Naples  ; 
Who  with  mine  eyes,  ne*er  iince  at  ebb,  beheld 
The  king  my  father  wreck'd. 

Mir  a:  Alack,  for  mercv  ! 

Fer.  Yes,  faith,  and  all  his  lords ;  the  duke  of  Milan, 
And  his  brave  fon,  being  twain  ^. 

Fro.  The  duke  of  Milan, 
And  his  more  braver  daughter,  could  control  thee  *, 
If  now  'twere  fit  to  do't : — At  the  firft  fight  \Afii€^ 

They  have  changed  eyes : — Delicate  Ariel, 
1*11  let  thee  free  for  this. — A  word,  good  fir ; 
I  fear,  you  have  done  yourfelf  fome  wrong  ^  :  a  word* 

Mira,  Why  fpeaks  my  father  fo  ungently  ?  This 
Is  the  third  man  that  I  law  e'er ;  the  firft. 
That  e'er  I  figh'd  for  :  pity  move  my  father 
To  be  inclined  my  way  I 

Fcr,  O,  if  a  virgin. 
And  your  afFeftion  not  gone  fijrth,  1*11  make  yo« 
The  queen  of  Naples. 

Pro.  Soft,  fir  ;  one  word  more. — 
They  arc  both  in  cither's  powers  :  but  this  fwift  bufinefs 
I  muit  uneafy  make,  left  too  light  winning  \Ajide. 

Make  tlie  prize  light. — One  word  more  ;  I  charge  thee. 
That  thou  attend  me  :  thou  doft  here  ufurp 
The  name  thou  ow'ft  not ;  and  haft  put  thyfelf 
Upon  this  ifiand,  as  a  fpy,  to  win  it 
From  me,  the  lord  on't. 
Fer.  No,  as  I  am  a  man. 

7  And  bis  brave foHf  being  ftva'in,^  This  is  a  flight  forgctfulnefs.  No* 
body  was  loft  in  the  wreck,  yet  we  find  no  fuch  charadlcr  introduced 
in  the  fable  as  the  fon  of  the  duke  of  Milan.     Theobald. 

8  I  control  thee,'\  Cwnfute  thee,  unanfwerably  contradi^ 
thee.    Johnson. 

91  fear,  yju  have  dene  yourfe/f  fome  wrcng  :]  i.  e.  I  fear  that  in 
aflferting  yourfelf  to  hz  king  of  Naples,  you  have  uttered  a  faifchood, 
which  is  below  your  charaacr,  and  confcquently  injurious  to  your  ho- 
nour. So,  in  the  Merry  ff^ix/et  offVindfcr :  '*  This  is  not  well,  maftcr 
Ford,  this  wro/v^i  ^'o«.*'    STZIVI^s• 

Mira* 
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Mira,  There's  nothing  ill  can  dwell  infuch  a  temple: 
If  the  ill  fpirit  have  fo  fair  an  houfe. 
Good  things  will  llrive  to  dwell  with't. 

Pro.  Follow  me. —  [/aFero. 

Speak  not  you  for  him  ;  he's  a  traitor. — Come. 
I'll  manacle  thy  neck  and  feet  together  : 
Sea- water  ihalt  thou  drink,  thy  food  (hall  be 
The  frefh*brook  mufcles,  wither'd  roots,  and  hufks 
Wherein  the  acorn  cradled  :  Follow. 

Fer.  No; 
I  will  refifl  fuch  entertainment,  till 
Mine  enemy  has  more  power.  [Hi€lra<ws^ 

Mira,  O  dear  father. 
Make  not  too  raih  a  trial  of  him,  for 
He's  gentle,  and  not  fearful '. 

Pro.  What,  I  fay. 
My  foot  my  tutor  *  I  Put  thy  iword  up,  traitor  } 
Who  mak'ft  a  (hew,  but  dar'ft  not  llrike,  thy  confciencc 
Is  fo  poffefsM  witli  guilt :  come  from  thy  ward '  j 
For  I  can  here  difarm  thee  with  this  (tick. 
And  make  thy  weapon  drop. 

Mira,  Befeech  you,  father  I 

Pro,  Hence  ;  hang  not  on  my  garments* 

Mira.  Sir,  have  pity ; 
I'll  be  his  furety. 

Pro,  Silence  :  one  word  more 
Shall  make  me  chide  thee,  if  not  hate  thee*     What, 
An  advocate  for  an  impofhjr  f  hu(h  ! . 
Thou  think'ft,  there  arc  no  more  fuch  (hapes  as  he. 
Having  feen  but  him  and  Caliban  ;  Fooliih  vrench  ! 
To  the  moll  of  men  this  is  a  Caliban, 
And  they  to  him  ^re  angels. 

»  H«r'»  gifith,  and  not  fearful.!  i.  e.  terrible ;  producing  fear.  In 
0ur  author's  ai^^e  fearful  was  much  more  frequently  ufed  in  the  fenfe  of 
formidahk  than  that  of  timortus.     Malon  e. 

*  My  foot  n-.j  tutor  1"^  So,  in  the  Mirrour for  Magifrattu  I587, 
p.  163  : 

"  What  honeft  heart  would  not  conceive  dlfdayne, 
**  To  fee  the yior  furnAount  above  the  head  f**  M'endirson. 
1  —  come  f rem  thy  ward  ;]  DeftA  from  any  hope  of  awing|me  by 
.that  poiiure  of  defence.    Johnson* 
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Mira.  Myaflfiedions 
Are  then  moft  humble  ;  I  have  no  ambition 
To  fee  a  goodlier  man. 

Pre,  Come  on;  obey:    [to  FERorarAND. 
Thy  nerves  are  in  their  infancy  again  ♦, 
And  have  no  vigour  in  them. 

Per.  So  they  are  : 
My  fpirits,  as  iu  a  dream,  are  all  bound  np  '• 
My  father's  lofs,  the  weaknefs  which  1  feel. 
The  wreck  of  all  my  friends,  or  this  man's  threats. 
To  whom  I  am  fubdued,  are  but  light  to  me  ^, 
Might  I  but  through  my  priibn  once  a  day 
Behold  this  maid :  all  corners  elfe  o'  the  earth 
Let  liberty  make  ufe  of ;  fpace  enough 
Have  I,  in  fuch  a  prifon. 

Pro,  It  works  : — Come  on. — 
Thou  haft  done  well,  fine  Ariel ! — Follow  me.— 

[to  FeRD.    Off^MlR. 

Hark,  what  thou  elfe  fhalt  do  me.  [/0  Ariel* 

Mira.  Be  of  comfort; 
My  father's  of  a  better  nature,  fir. 
Than  he  appears  by  fpeech  ;  this  is  unwonted^ 
Which  now  came  from  him. 

Pro,  Thou  fhalt  be  as  free 
As  mountain  winds  :  but  then  cxadlly  do 
All  points  of  my  command. 

Ari,  To  the  fyllabie. 

Pro.  Come,  follow  :  fpeak  not  for  him*  [Exeuni, 

4  Thy  nervfs  are  in  their  infancy  again,']  So  Milton  in  his  Mafqne 
St  Ludlo'W  Caftle: 

<'  Thy  nerves  arc  all  bound  up  in  alabaftcr."     Steevens. 

5  My  fpirits,  as  in  a  dreamy  are  all  bound  vp,  j  Alluding  to  a 
comnaon  icnfation  in  dreams  j  when  wc  ftrugglc,  but  with  a  total  im- 
poiflance  in  our  endeavours,  ta  run,  rtrike.  &c.  War  bur  ton. 

6.^  arc  but  light  to  w£',j  This  parage,  as  itftands  at  prcfent,  with 
all  allowances  for  po-ticul  licence,  cannot  be  reconciled  to  grammar. 
I  fufpedt  that  our  author  wrote  — <'  v)cre  but  light  to  me,*'  in  the 
ienfe  oi^^^ould  he, — In  tlie  preceding  line  the  old  copy  reads— «or  this 
nan's  threats.  The  emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Steerens.  Maloni« 
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A  C  T    II.      S  C  E  N  E    I. 

Another  part  of  tht  ijland. 

Inter  Alonso,  Sebastian,  Anthonxo,  Gonzalo> 
Adrian,  Francisco,  and  Othen, 

Gon,  Befeech  you,  fir,  be  meny  :  you  have  caufe 
(So  have  we  all)  of  joy  ;  for  our  efcape 
Is  much  beyond  our  lofs  :  Our  hint  of  woe  ^ 
Is  common ;  every  day,  fome  failor's  wife. 
The  mailers  of  fome  merchant,  and  the  merchant. 
Have  juft  our  theme  of  woe  :  but  for  the  miracle, 
I  mean  our  prefervation,  few  in  millions 
Can  fpeak  like  us  :  then  wifely,  good  fir,  weigh 
Our  forrow  with  our  comfort. 

Mon.  Pr'ythee,  peace. 

Seb,  He  receives  comfort  like  cold  porridge. 

Ant.  The  vifitor  •  will  not  give  him  o'er  fo. 

Seb,  Look,  he's  winding  up  the  watch  of  his  wit;  by 
and  by  it  will  ftrike. 

Gon.  Sir, — 

Seb.  One  :— Tell. 

Gon,  When  every  grief  is  entertain'd,  that's  offer'd. 
Comes  to  the  entertainer — 

Seb.  A  dollar. 

Gon.  Dolour  comes  to  him,  indeed  ^  ;  you  have  fpokea 
truer  than  you  purpos'd. 

Seb.  You  have  taken  it  wifelier  than  I  meant  you  ihoold. 

Gon.  Therefore,  my  lord,— 

Jnt.  Fie,  what  a  fpend-thrift  is  he  of  his  tongue  ! 

7  Our  bint  of  tvoe — ]  Hint  is  that  which  recalJs  to  the  memorY. 
The  caufe  that  fills  our  minds  with  grief  is  common.     Johnson. 

^  The  vijitor'^'j  Gonzalo  givcK  not  only  advice,  but  comfort,  and  it 
therefore  properly  called  The  -vifitor,  like  others  who  vifit  the  fick  of 
diftrefled  to  give  them  confolation.  In  fome  of  the  Protectant  churchM 
there  is  a  kind  of  officers  termed  Confolators  for  the  fick.     Johnson. 

9  Dolour  comes  to  him j  indeed 'y]  The  fame  quibble  occurs  in  the 
tragedy  rf  Hoffman ,    "637: 

"  And  his  reward  be  thirteen  hundred  doUart, 

*«  For  he  hath  driven  doUur  from  our  heart."     SritviNf. 

Vol.  I.  D  Mon. 
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Jlcn,  I  pr'ythcc,  fpare. 

Gen.  Well,  1  have  done  :  Bat  yet— 

Seb,  He  will  be  talking. 

Ant.  Which  of  them,  he,  or  Adrian,  for  a  good  irV^ 
ger,  firft  begins  to  crow  ? 

Seb.  The  old  cock. 

jint.  The  cockrel. 

Seb.  Done  :  The  wager  ? 

Jnt.  A  laughter. 

Seb.  A  match. 

Jdr.  Though  this  ifland  feem  to  be  defert,*-^ 

Seb.  Ha>  ha,  ha  ! 

Jnt.  So,  you've  pay'd  ■. 

Jdr.  Uninhabiuble,  and  almoft  inacceCble. 

Seb.  Yet, 

Jdr.  Yet— 

jint.  He  could  not  mifs  it. 

Jdr.  It  mult  needs  be  of  fubtlc,  tender,  and  delicate 
temperance*. 

Jnt.  Temperance  was  a  delicate  wench  *. 

Seh.  Ajr,  and  a  fubtle  ;  as  he  mod  learnedly  dcliver*d. 

Jdr.  The  air  breathes  upon  us  here  moft  fwcetly. 

Seb.  As  if  it  had  lungs,  and  rotten  ones. 

Jnt.  Or,  as  'twere  perfum'd  by  a  fen. 

Gon.  Here  is  every  thing  advantageous  to  life. 

Jnt.  True  ;  fave  means  to  live. 

Seb.  Of  that  there's  none,  or  little. 

Gon.  How  ld(h*  and  lufty  the  grafs  looks  ?  howgreeh  f 

t  mmmy»u*-v€  pay'<l»]  Old  Copy.--jf0ftV  paid.     Correct d  by  Mr.  Stee- 
ven».     To  fay  fometimcs  Cgnificd— to  beat,  but  1  have  never  met  ^ith 
jt  in  a  metaphorical  fenfc  ^  otherwife  I  fliould  have  thought  the  reading 
of  the  folio  right :  you  are  beaten*^  you  have  hfi,     Malons. 
^    ^  ^^temperance.'\  temperance  Yitrt  mtZM  temper atvre.  STXtvzMt. 

3  Temperance  wat  a  delicate  'wcucb.'\  In  the  puritanical  times  it  wall 
iftttl  to  chriden  children  from  the  titles  of  religious  and  moral  vir- 
tvei.     Stzivens. 

A  How  lu(h  &c.]  Lujh,  i.  e.  of  a  dark  /«// colour,  the  oppofite  t» 
pile  and  faint,     SirT.  Hanmkr. 

The  word  is  ftill  ufed  in  the  midland  counties  in  this  fenfe.  Mr. 
Henley,  however,  is  of  opinion  that  h/h  here  figoifies— r^ffAt  So,  ia  if 
Midfummer  Night* t  Dream  : 

«  Quite  overcanopied  with  hjhieut  woodbine.** 

I  think  Sir  T.  Hanmcr's  inCerpretatioja  is  right.    Malomi* 
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Ant,  The  ground,  indeed,  is  tawny. 

Seb,  With  an  eye  of  green  in't  *. 

Ant.  He  mifles  not  much. 

Seb,  No ;  he  doth  but  miitake  the  truth  totally. 

Gen,  But  the  rarity  of  it  is,  (which  is  indeed  almoft  be- 
yond credit,) — 

Seb,  As  many  vouch'd  rarities  are. 

G#«.  That  our  garments,  being,  as  they  were,  drench'd 
in  the  f(fa,  hold  notwithftanding  their  frefhnefs,  and  glofles ; 
being  rather  new  dy'd,  than  ftain'd  with  fait  water. 

Ant,  If  but  one  of  his  pockets  could  fpeak,  would  it  not 
fay,  he  lies  ? 

Seb,  Ay,  or  very  falfely  pocket  up  his  report. 

Gon,  Methinks,  our  garments  are  now  as  frc(h  as  when 
we  put  them  on  firft  in  Africk,  at  the  marriage  of  the 
king's  fair  daughter  Claribel  •  to  the  king  of  Tunis. 

Seb,  *Twas  a  fweet  marriage,  and  we  profper  well  in  our 
return. 

Adr,  Tunis  was  never  grac'd  before  with  fuch  a  para* 
gon  to  their  queen. 

Gon.  Not  iince  widow  Dido's  time. 

Ant.  Widow  ?  a  pox  o'  that !  How  came  that  widow  in  ? 
Widow  Dido  ^ ! 

5  With  an  eye  of  green  inV.]  An  e^e  is  a  fmall  (hade  of  colour.  SteiV, 

*  Clar\bel'\  Siiakfpeare  might  have  found  this  name  in  the  bl.  1. 
H'ljiwy  of  George  Lord  Faubonbridgef  a  pamphlet  that  he  probably  read 
when  he  was  writing  King  John,  Clakabkl  is  there  the  concubine 
of  King  Richard  I.  and  the  mother  of  Lord  Falconbridge.    Mai  o.Nt* 

*  •^tVidoto  Dido  /]  The  name  of  a  widow  brings  to  their  miadt 
their  own  (hipwreck,  which  they  confider  as  having  made  many  widows 
fai  Naples.     Johnson. 

Perhaps  our  Juthor   remembered  '<  An    infer! ption  for  the  ibitue 
•f  Dido,"  copied  /rom  Aufoniiis,  and  inferted  in  DaviJnCi  Poea»  r 
"  O  mod  unhappy  Dido^  . 

"  Unhappy  wife,  and  more  unhappy  widow  I 
*«  Unhappy  in  thy  mate, 
**  And  in  thy  lover  more  unfortunate !  &c." 
The  edition  from  whence  I  have  tranfcribed  thefe  lines  was  printed  In 
1621,  but  there  was  a  former  in  i6oSy  and  another  fome  years  before^ 
as  I  colled  from    the  following  pafTagc  in  a   letter  from  Mr.  Johfc 
•Chamberlain  to  Mr.  Carleton»  July  8,  1602  :     "  It  ieems  young 
Davifon  means  to  take  another  courie,    and  turn  poet,  for  he  hath 
lately  fet  out  certain  fonnets  and  epigrams.**    Cbamberl^n^s  Letters^ 
V«1.I.  among  Dr.  Birch*!  Mfi.inthe  Britiih  Mufcum.  M  alone. 
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iti,  VTzir.  iz  ht  Lid  'jdi,  viicwrr   f>irat  tso  :  good 

^i^r.  '.V;  i'-.nb-  D:iv,  {aid  •«»  :  y»  xsikc  lae  isir  of 
tii.: :  She  *ia.!  of  Cinfiife,  aoc  of  Tciii. 

^T,'.  K^t  wcra  x:  ziorc  ?.'*n  the  aifnciikxis  harp  ''. 

^r^.  He  L^rh  r2.:i*d  the  »'£!,  snd  saaies  coo. 

-</*/.  What  inp^ble  matter  *-i!l  he  nuLke  cafy  next  ? 

Stl>  I  tiii.iic,  he  «-iil  carry  this  iiland  home  in  his 
pocke:,  and  give  it  hi:  {<n  for  an  apple. 

>/«/.  And,  foxing  the  kernels  of  it  in  the  lea,  brin^ 
forth  mere  iilajidi. 

Cm.  Ay} 

Ant.  ^Vhv,  in  good  timf . 

fjr'c/T.  Sir,  we  were  talking,  that  oar  garments  Icem  now 
a»,  frtfh,  2.1  v.hcn  wc  were  at  Tunis  at  the  marriage  of 
your  daughter,  who  ii  now  queen. 

Ant.  And  the  rarert  that  e'er  came  there. 

^fib.  Bate,  I  befeech  you,  widow  Dido. 

Ant.  O,  widow  Dido  ;  ay,  widow  Dido. 

Con,  h  not,  fir,  my  doublet  as  frelh  as  the  firft  day  I 
wore  it  r  1  mean,  in  a  fort. 

Ant.  'I'hat  fort  was  well  ftfli'd  for. 

Con,  When  I  wore  it  at  your  daughter's  marriage  ? 

Aion.  You  cram  thefe  words  into  mine  ears,  againft 
The  ftomach  of  my  fenfe  ^  :  'Would  I  had  never 
Marry'd  my  daughter  there  !  for,  coming  thence. 
My  ion  is  loft  ;  and,  in  my  rate,  (he  too. 
Who  is  fo  far  from  Italy  remov'd, 
I  ne'er  again  (hall  fee  her.     O  thou  mine  heir 
Of  Naples  and  of  Milan,  what  ftrange  fiih 
Hath  made  his  meal  on  thee  ! 

Fran,  Sir,  he  may  live  ; 

7  "^tbe  miraculout  bar^.J  Alluding  to  the  wonders  of  Ainphion*s 
SDurick.     STr.Evr.Ns. 

*  Tbeflomacb  of  my  fcnfc  :]  By /r«/Jr,  I  believe  is  meant  both  rtafui 
and  natural  affection.  So,  in  Mtajure  for  Meafure: 

<«  Againli  all  ftnft  do  you  importune  her.**    STiivxxit* 

I  faw 
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1  faw  him  beat  the  furges  under  him. 
And  ride  upon  their  backs  ;  he  trod  the  water, 
Whofe  enmity  he  flung  afide,  and  breaded 
The  furge  moft  fwoln  that  met  him  :  his  bold  head 
'Bove  the  contentious  waves  he  kept,  and  oar*d 
Jiimfelf  with  his  good  arms  in  lufty  ftroke 
To  the  (hore,  that  o'er  his  wavcrworn  bafis  bow'd. 
As  ftooping  to  relieve  him  :     I  not  doubt. 
He  came  alive  to  land. 

jilon.  No,  no,  he's  gone. 

Seb,  Sir,  you  may  thank  yourfelf  for  this  great  lofs  ; 
That  would  not  bjefs  our  Europe  with  your  daughter. 
But  rather  lofe  her  to  an  African  ; 
Where  fhe,  at  leaft,  is  banifh'd  from  youy  eye. 
Who  hath  caufe  to  wet  the  grief  on'L 

jilon  Pr'ythee,  peace. 

Seb.  You  were  kneel'd  to,  and  imp6rtun'd  otherwifc 
By  all  of  us  ;  and  the  fair  foul  hcrfelf 
Weigh'd,  between  lothnefs  and  obedience,  at 
Which  end  o'  the  beam  (he'd  bow  ^,     We  have  loft  your 

fon, 
J  fear,  for  ever :  Milan  and  Naples  have 
More  widows  in  them  of  this  bulinefs'  making. 
Than  we  bring  men  to  comfort  them  ' :  the  fault's 
Your  own. 

9  Weigh'd,  bft'coeen  lothnefs  and  ohedience,  at 

IVhicb  end  o*  the  beam  (hc*d  hovf."]  fVeigb^d  mesini  deliberated^ 
it  18  ufed  in  nearly  the  fame  fenfc  in  Lovers  Labour's  loft  and  in  i/a«« 
ictm  The  old  copy  xtz^%-~-' /hould  bow.  Should  was  probably  an 
abbreviation  o( ftye  would,  the  mark  of  elifion  being  inadvertently  omit- 
ted [Jho^uld"]*  Thus  he  has  is  frequently  exhibited  in  the  firft  folio—- 
b*as.  Mr.  Pope  corrected  the  paHage  thus  :  "  at  which  end  the 
beam  (hould  bow."  But  omi/Tion  of  any  word  in  the  old  copy,  with- 
out fubftituting  another  in  it*s  place,  is  feldom  faf'e,  except  in  thoie 
inftanccs  where  the  repeated  word  appears  to  have  been  caught  by  the 
compofitor's  eye  glancing  on  the  line  above,  or  below,  or  where  a  word 
is  printed  twice  in  the  fame  line.     Ma  lone. 

'  Than  nve  bring  men  to  comfort  them ;]  It  does  not  clearly  appear 
whether  the  king  and  th€fc  lords  thought  the  (hip  lofV.  This  parage 
feems  to  imply,  that  they  were  thcmfelves  confident  of  returning,  but 
imagined  part  of  the  fleet  deftroyed.  Why,  indeed,  fliould  Sebadiani 
plot  againfl;  his  brother  in  the  following  fcene,  unlefs  he  knew  how  to 
find  the  kingdom  which  he  was  to  inherit?    Johkson. 
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JIsM.  So  is  th?  dcarcft  o*  the  lo6.  ^ 

Gcff.  M>'  lord  Stbai^ian, 
The  tnth  you  fptak  dodi  lack  voms  gcntkiMs, 
And  time  to  fp^fai:  it  in :  yoa  nsb  the  tore. 
When  yea  (hould  bring  tac  plailter. 

Seh.  Very  well. 

^ir/.  And  moil  chlnxrgeoiily. 

Gon.  It  is  foul  weather  in  as  all,  good  fir. 
When  yoa  arc  clocdy. 

Sf6.  Foul  we-kthcr  ? 

-<^ir/.- Very  fouL 

Gon.  Had  I  plantation  of  this  ide,  my  !ord>-« 

^n/.  He'd  fow  it  with  nettle-iced. 

Sr^.  Or  docks,  or  mallows. 

Gon.  And  were  the  king  of  it.  What  would  I  do  ? 

Sf^.  'Scape  being  drunk,  for  want  of  wine. 

GoM.  r  the  commonwealth  I  would  by  contraries 
Execute  all  things :     for  no  kind  of  tra^ck 
Would  I  admit ;  no  name  of  magiftrate  *  ; 
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lV(,uld  I  admit  ;  no  name 'of  magiOrjte  5  &(,"]  Oar  author  hat 
here  clofely  followed  a  pallagc  in  Montaigne's  Essaics,  tranflated  bjr 
John  Klorio,  foUo,  1603  :  *<  It  i»  a  nation,  (would  I  aofwer  Plato,) 
**  t^at  hath  119  kind  r.ftraffichef  no  kwivUiige  -if  Utterly  no  intelilgenceof 
**  numbers,  no  name  of  ma^:Jirate,  nor  of  f>oitfkk  fufurhr it ie^  nt  nfe  ef 
**  ferv'tce,  of  rictetf  or  of  povertte  ^  no  contrarlsy  no  fucccffioHS%  mo  par- 
«*  titioni  \  no  occupation,  hut  idle\  no  refpedt  of  kindred,  but  common  j 
**  no  apparel  but  natural  \  no  uje  of  ivine,  ccrnc,  or  mctal»  The  very 
^*  words  that  import  lying,  falfehood,  trc4>Jon,  diHimulaiions,  covctouf- 
^*  nefs,  cnvie,  detra^ton  and  pardon,  weze  never  beard  amongft  tbem.^* 
Thif  paflage  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Capeil,  who  knew  fo  little  of 
liif  author  as  to  fuppofe  that  shakfpeaie  had  the  original  French 
before  him,  though  he  hat  almofY  literally  followed  Flox io^s  tranflation. 

Montaigne  is  here  fpeaking  of  a  neivly  dijcwtred  country  which  he 
Ctlli  '*  Antartick  France.**  In  th?  page  preceding  that  already  quoted 
Src  thefc  words :  *»  The  other  teftimonic  of  anciquitlc  to  which  fome 
«'  will  refer  the  difcoverje  is  in  AriftorJc,  (if  at  lead  that  little  book  of 
♦'  unbeard-of  wonders  be  his,)  where  he  reporteth  that  certain  Cartha- 
«  ginian«  having  failed  athwart  the  Atlantlck  Tea,  without  the  ftrait  of 
<<  Gibraltar,  difcovcred  a,  great  fertile  Island,  all  repleniCied  with 
«'  goodly  woods,  and  deep  rivers,  farre  diftant  from  any  land.'* 

Whoever  dull  take  the  trouble  to  turn  to  the  old  traflation  here  quo- 
ted,  will,  I  thinky  be  of  opioioo  thac^  in  whaCfoever  novel  our  author 

mighe 
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O^tters  (hoold  npt  be  known ;  riches,  poverty, 
AnaW<?  of  fervice,  none;  contra6l>  fucceilion. 
Bourn,  bow^^  land  ^,   tilth,  vineyard,  none  ^  ; 
No  ofe  of  metal,  corn,  or  wine,   or  oil : 
No  occupation  ;  all  men  idle,  all ; 
And  women  too ;  but  innocent  and  pure : 
No  fovereignty :—  ^ 

SeL  And  yet  he  would  be  king  on't.  "^ 

Ant.  The  latter  end  of  his  commonwealth  forgets  the 
beginning. 

Gon.  AH  things  in  common  nature  ihould  produce 
Without  fweat  or  endeavour :  treafon,  felony. 
Sword,  pike,  knife,  gun,  or  need  of  any  engine  ', 

Would 

DDifht  have  found  ,the  fahU  of  the  Tempeft,  he  wat  led  by  the  perufa 
of  this  book  to  make  the  fcene  of  it  an  unfrequented  ifland.  The  title, 
of  the  chapter,  which  is— *<  Of  the  CafUfihailes,**  evidently  fumiflied 
him  with  the  name  of  one  of  his  chara^cn.  In  hii  time  ;Umoft  ev^ry 
proper  name  was  twiAed  into  an  anagram.  Thus,  «  /  moyl  in  Uw,** 
was  the  anagram  of  the  laborious  William  Noy,  Attorney  General  to 
Charles  I.  By  inverting  this  procefs,  and  tranfpoHng  the  letters  of  the 
word  Canibal,  Shakfpeare  (as  Dr.  Farmer  long  fince  obferved]  formed 
the  name  of  Caliban.     M  a  l  on  k . 

3  Bourn,  ktund  •/  land,  &c.]  A  ^durn.  In  this  place,  fignifies  a  //• 
wi/,  zmeer,  z  land-mark.     Stxevkns. 

4  And  ufe  offervice^  none }  contrafff  fucceffiont 

Bnnrnf  bound  of/and,  tthbf  vineyard,  none :"]  The  defe^ive  metre 
of  thefecond  of  theie  lines  aftbrds  a  ground  for  believing  that  fome  word 
was  omitted  at  the  prefs.  Many  of  the  defeats  however  in  our  autfior*t 
metre  have  arifen  from  the  words  of  one  line  being  transferred  to  an- 
other. In  the  prefent  Inllance  the  preceding  line  is  redundant.  Per- 
haps the  words  here,  as  in  many  other  pafTages,  have  been  (huffled  out 
of  their  places.     We  might  read.— 

And  ufe  of  fervice,  nOrie  j  fucceflion, 

Contra£t,  bourn,  bound  of  land,  tilth,  vineyard,  none. 
fuccej/ion  being  often  ufed  by  Shakfpeare  as  a  quadrifyllable.  It  muft 
nowever  be  owned,  that  in  the  pafTage  in  Montaigne^s  EHays  the  words 
€6ntraf}  aindfuccejpon  are  arranged  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  firft  folio* 
If  the  error  did  net  happen  in  this  way,  bourn  might  have  been  ufed 
as  a  dUTyllable,  and  the  word  omitted  at  the  prefs  might  have  been 
mm: 

■     contract,  fucceflion, 

None;  bourn,  bound  of  land,  tilth,  vineyard,  none.     MalonK. 

5  — -tfiiy  engine,]  An  engine  is  tjie  rack.    So,  in  K,  Lear  ; 

€(  .^ike  an  refinr,  wrenchM  my  frame  of  nature 
-  «  From  the  ^6  place.** 

D  4  It 
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Wonld  I  not  have  ;  but  nature  (hould  bring  fbrtli» 
Of  its  own  kind^  all  foizon  ^,  all  abundance. 
To  feed  my  innocent  people  ^.  ^^' 

Sebm  No  marrying  *mone  his  fubjeds  ? 

jint.  None,  man  :  all  idle  ;  whore:;*  and  knaves. 

Gon.  I  would  with  fuch  perfc^ion  govern,  fir, 
Ijf  excell  the  golden  age  *. 

Seb,  'Save  his  majelly  ! 

^Ht,  Long  live  Gonzalo  ! 

Goa.  And,  do  you  mark  me,  fir  ? — 

AUn,  Pr'ythee,  no  more  ;  thou  doil  talk  nothing  to 
jne. 

Gon.  I  do  well  believe  your  highnefs  ;  and  did  it  to 
miniiler  occaiion  to  thefe  gentlemen,  who  are  of  fuch  fen- 
fible  and  nimble  lungs,  that  they  always  ufe  to  laugh  at 
nothing. 

Jnt.  'Twas  you  we  laugh 'd  at. 

Gon.  Who,  in  this  kind  of  merry  fooling,  am  nothing 
to  you  :  fo  you  may  continue,  and  laugh  at  nothing  ftill. 

Ant,  What  a  blow  was  there  given  ? 

Seb.  An  it  had  not  fallen  flat-long. 

Gon.  You  are  gentlemen  of  brave  mettle  • ;  you  would 

It  may,  however,  be  ufed  here  in  its  common  fignification  of  in« 
ilniment  of  war,  or  militiiry  machine.     Steeveks. 

^  f^^ll  foixoHjl  Foifcn  ox  Foixon  {{gnifics  plenty  J  uhertas*  Edytabdi* 

7  nature  Jhouid  bring  forthy 

Of  iti  o%on  kindt  all  fax  jo  n^  all  abundance, 

TTo  feed  my  innocent  peof>l!.^  **  And  if  notwithdandine,  ijj  di- 
**  vers  fruits  of  thofe  countries  that  were  never  tilled,  wc  mall  find 
«  that  in  refped  of  our*s  they  arc  mod  excellent,  and  as  delicate  unto 
«*  our  taflc,  there  is  no  rcaiop  Art  fliould  gain  the  point  of  our  great 
**  and  puiH'ant mother.  Nature."  Montaigne's £^/Vi,  ubi  Cup-  Malonx. 

*  J  auould  tvitb  Juch  ^erfeiiion gmcrnt  fry 

To  excell  the  golden  age.]  So  Montaigne,  ubi  fupra:  "  Me  feemcth 
**  that  what  in  thofe  [newly  difcovcrcd]  nations  we  {et  bv  experience, 
<*  doth  not  only  f.xceep  all  the  fi^urei  nvbertiuttb  licentious  poefe  bath 
*^ proudly  imbelltjhed  the  GOLDtn  age,  and  all  her  quaint  invcntioni 
*<  to  fain  a  happy  condition  of  man,  but  alfo  the  conception  and  defire 
**  of  philofophy.'*     Maloke. 

9  '^-ofbra'Oe  mettle  j]  The  old  copy  has — metal.  The  two  words  arc 
frequently  confounded  in  the  firft  folio.  The  epithet,  bravey  /hews  clear- 
ly, that  the  word  now  pJ.ace4  in  the  text  was  intended  by  our  au- 
thor.   Malonx* 

lift 
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lift  the  moon  out  of  her  fphere,  if  fhe  would  continue  ia 
it  five  flecks  without  changing. 

Enter  Ariel  in'vijible,  playing /olemn  mufick. 

Seb,  We  would  fo,  and  then  go  a  bat-fowling. 

^nt.  Nay,  good  my  lord,  be  not  angry. 

Gon.  No,  I  warrant  you  ;  I  will  not  adventure  my  dif- 
crction  fo  weakly/  Will  you  laugh  mc  aflccp,  for  I  am 
very  heavy  ? 

Jnt.  Go  fleep,  and  hear  us. 

\All Jleep  but  ki.OMi .   Seb.  and  Ah t^ 

Alon,  What,  all  fo  foon  afleep  !  I  wifh  mine  eyes 
Would,  with  themfelves,  fhut  up  my  thoughts  :  I  find. 
They  are  inclin'd  to  do  fo. 

Seb,  Pleafeyou,  fir. 
Do  not  omit  tne  heavy  offer  of  it  : 
It  feldom  vifits  forrow  ;  when  it  doth. 
It  is  a  comforter. 

Ant.  We  two,  my  lord. 
Will  guard  your  perfon,  while  you  take  your  reft. 
And  watch  your  fafety. 

Alon,  Thank  you  :  Wond'rous  heavy.— 

[  Alon{o  Jleefs.     Exit  A  r  1 1  l  • 

Seb,  What  a  llrange  drowfinefs  pofTefiTes  them  ? 

Ant,  It  is  the  quality  o'  the  climate. 

Seb,  Why 
Doth  it  not  then  our  eye-lids  fink  ?  I  find  not 
Myfelf  difpos'd  to  fleep. 

Ant,  Nor  I ;  my  fpirits  arc  nimble. 
They  fell  together  all,  as  by  confent ; 
They  dropp'd,  as  by  a  thunder- ftroke.     What  might. 
Worthy  Sebaftian  ?— o,  what  might  ? — No  more  :— 
And  yet,  methinks,  I  fee  it  in  thy  face. 
What  thou  fhould'fl  be  :  the  occafton  fpeaks  thee ;  and 
My  ftrong  imagination  fees  a  orown 
Dropping  upon  thy  head. 

Seb,  What,  art  thou  waking  ? 

Ant,  Do  you  not  hear  mc  fpeak  ? 

Seb.  1  do ;  and,  furely. 
It  is  a  fleepy  language  ;  and  tluyi  fpeak'ft 

Out 
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Out  of  thy  Seep :  What  is  it  thou  did'ft  (ay  > 
This  is  a  ftrangc  repofe,  to  be  aflccp  ^ 

With  eyes  wide  open  ;  ftanding^  fpeaking,  moving 
And  yet  fo  faft  aileep. 

Ant.  Noble  Scbaftian, 
Thou  let' ft  thy  fortune  fleep,  die  rather  ;  wink'lt 
Whiles  thou  art  waking. 

Seh.  Thou  doll  fnore  diftinfUy  ; 
There's  meaning  in  thy  fnores. 

Ant.  I  am  more  ferious  than  my  cullom :  yp0 
Muft  be  fo  too,  if  heed  me  ;  which  to  do«^ 
Trebles  thee  o'er '. 

Sth.  Well ;  I  am  (landing  water* 

Ant.  I'll  teach  you  how  to  flow. 

^eb.  Dofo:  to  ebb. 
Hereditary  (loth  inftruds  me. 

Ant.  O, 
If  you  but  knew,  hpw  yon  the  purpofe  cherlih^  i 
WhilU  thus  you  mock  it  \  how,  in  dripping  ij^ 
You  more  inved  it !  Ebbing  men,  in(feed« 
Moil  often  do  fo  near  the  bottom  run^ 
By  their  own  fear,  or  floth. 

^d.  Pr'ythec,  fay  on  : 
The  fetting  of  thine  eye,  and  cheek,  proclalj^ 
A  matter  from  thee  ;  and  a  birth,  indeec^  ' 
Which  throes  thee  much  to  yield. 

Ant.  Thus,  fir :  ' 

^  T  am  more  ferious  tbau  my  €uftom  ;  you 
Mufi  he  jo  tooy  if  heed  me ;  ivhich  to  do 

Trebles  thee  o*cr.]  You  mufl  put  on  more  than  your  ufaal  feri* 
oo^efs,  if  you  are  difpofcd  to  pay  a  proper  attention  to  my  propofal ; 
which  attention  if  you  beftow,  it  will  in  the  end  make  you  thrice 
what  you  are*  Seb^dian  isu  already  brother  to  the  ^throne;  but  being 
made  a  king  by  Anthonio^s  contrivance,  would  be  (according  to  our 
mitbor's  idea  of  grc;ktners)  thrice  the  man  he  was  before.  In  this  fenfe 
.  lie  would  be  fr^^/^^  o'er.     So,    \d  Pericles,  1609: 

a the  maftcr  calls, 

**  And  fr^W(fi  the  confu/ion.**     Stzevkks* 
Again,  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice : 

" ^Yer,    for  you, 

**  I  would  be  trebled  twenty  times  m>ielf«**    Malottz. 

Althougl^ 
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Although  this  lord  of  weak  remembrance  %   this> 

(  Who  £all  be  of  as  little  memory, 

Wlien  he  is  earth*d,)  hath  here  almoft  perfuaded 

(For  he's  a  fpirit  of  perfuafion,  only 

Profeilcsto  pcrfuade^)  the  king,  his  fon's  alive; 

*Tis  as  impolfible  that  he's  undrown'd. 

As  he,  that  fleeps  here,  fwims« 

SeL  I  have  no  hope 
That  he's  undrown'd. 

Jnt.  O,  out  of  that  no  hope. 
What  great  hope  have  you  !  no  hope,  that  way,  is 
Another  way  fo  high  an  hope,  that  even 
Ambition  cannot  pierce  a  wink  beyond  ^, 
But  doubts  difcovery  there.     Will  you  grant,  with  mt, 
TJiat  Ferdinand  is  drown'd  ? 

Se6.  He's  gone. 

Jat.  Then,  tell  me. 
Who's  the  next  heir  of  Naples  ? 

Se6.  Claribel. 

J»f.  She  that  is  queen  of  Tunis  ;  (he  that  dwelU 
Ten  leagues  beyond  man's  life  ;  (he  that  from  Naples 
Can  have  no  note  ^,  unlefs  the  fun  were  poll, 

^  —  this  lord  of  weak  rememhranceA  This  lord,  who,  being  now  in 
his  dotage,  has  ourlivcd  his  facurty  of  remrmbermgj  and  who,  one* 
laid  in  thegroiind,  HijU  be  as  little  remembered  himfelf,  ashecannow 
remember  other  things.     Johnson. 

3  '(For  ke'i  a  fpirit  of  perfuiifi^n^  §nly 

ProftJ'ei  to  ftrfuade^)']  He  is  one  who  prefects  the  ait  of  peifoa- 
fion,*and  prcfcires  nothing  elfe.     Stkivens. 

4  — tf  wnk  hcyifid,]  That  this  is  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  profpeft 
of  ambition,  the  point  where  the  eye  can  pafs  no  farther,  and  whtrt 
objedts  lofe  their  diftindtnefs,  fo  that  what  is  there  dKflovered  U  fsioty 
obfcure,  and  doubtful.    Johnson* 

5 Jhe  that  from  Naples 

Cam  have  no  note,  Sec]  Note  is  notice,  or  information*  Malonb* 

Shakfi^-carc's  great  ignorance  uf  geography  is  not  more  confpicuoui  ia 
any  inftance  than  in  this,  wiierc  he  fuppofes  Tunis  and  Niiplcs  to  htr^ 
been  at  fuch  an  immcafurable  diltancc  from  each  other.  He  may  how- 
ever be  countenanced  by  Apolloriut  RboJiui,  who  iays,  that  both  tH« 
Jtbcne  and  Po  meet  in  one,  and  difchaige  themfelvcs  into  the  gulph 
of  yenUe-y  and  by  JEfcbylui^  who  has  placed  the-rlyer  Krldanuiitk 
Sfain,    Stzivxmi. 

(The 
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(The  man  i*  Ac  moon's  too  flow,)  till  new-born  chin« 

Be  rough  and  razorable  ;  (he,  from  whom  ^ 

We  all  we/e  fca-fwailow'd,  though  fomc  caft  again  ^; 

And,  by  that  dcfliny  *,  to  perform  an  aft. 

Whereof  what's  paft  is  prologoe  ;  what  to  come, 

Ifivoiirs,  and  my  difcharge '. 

Sih.  What  ftufF  is  this  ? — How  fay  yon  ? 
•Tis  true,  my  brother's  daughter's  ^ueen  of  Tunis  ; 
So  is  (he  heir  of  Naples  ;  'twixt  which  regions 
There  is  fome  fpace. 

Amt.  A  fpace  whofe  every  cubit 
Seems  to  crv  out.  How  Jhall  that  Clarihel 
Meafure  us  back  to  Naples  ? — ^Keep  in  Tunis  ■, 
Ana  let  Sebaftian  wake  ! — Say,  this  were  death 
That  now  hath  feiz'd  them  ;  why,  they  were  no  worfe 
Than  now  they  are  :  There  be,  that  can  rule  Naples, 
As  well  as  he  that  fleeps  ^  lords,  that  can  prate 
As  amply,  and  unneceflarily. 
As  this  Gonzalo  ;  J  myfelf  could  make 
A  chough  *  of  as  deep  chat.     O,  that  you  bore 
The  mind  that  I  do  I  what  a  fleep  were  this 
For  your  advancement  ?  Do  you  underfland  me  I 

Sei.  Methinks,  I  do. 

jfnt.  And  how  docs  your  content 
Tender  your  own  good  fortune  ? 

Sc^.  I  remember, 

*  "T/^'f  /row  ^ufbem"]  i.  e.  in  coming:  from  whom.  The  old  copy 
lias— mc  tbat  from  &c  ;  which  cannot  be  right.  The  compofitor's  cya 
probably  glanced  on  a  preceding  line,  "  Jhe  tbat  from  Naples—.*'.  The 
emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Rowe.     Malone. 

7  —  th&ugb  fome  caft  again  ;]  Caji  is  here  ufcd  in  the  fame  fenfe  as 
in  Macbeth,  Ad  II.  fc.  iii.— "  though  he  took  my  legs  from  mc, 
I  made  a  {hift  to  ftf^  him.*'     Steevens. 

*  Andf  by  tbat  deftiny,]  It  is  a  common  pica  of  wickednefs  to  call 
temptation  deftiny.     Johnson. 

9  In  jf9irrj,  and  my  Jifcbarge,!^  i.  e.  Depends  on  what  you  and  1  are 
to  perform.     St e evens. 

^  "--Keep  in  Tumsy"]  ClaribeU  (fays  he)  keep  wbere  thou  arty  and  aU 
taw  Sebafiian  time  to  awaken  tbofe  J'mfesy  by  the  help  of  tvhicb  be  may 
fercei've  tbe  advantage  ivbicb  no^v  prefents  itjeif*     St  r  e  ve N  s. 

*  A  chcugb  is  a  bird  of  the  jack-daw  kind.     Stsey£ns, 

Yo« 
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You  did  fuppUnt  your  brother  ProTpero. 

Ant.  True  : 
And,  look,  how  well  my  garments  ilt  upon  me  ; 
Much  featcr  than  before :  My  brother's  fervants 
Were  then  my  fellows,  now  they  are  my  men. 

Seb,  But,  for  your  confcience— 

Ant.  Ay,  fir  ;  where  lies  that  \  if  it  were  a  kybe, 
'Twould  put  me  to  my  flipper ;  but  I  feel  not 
This  deity  in  my  bofom  :  twenty  confciences. 
That  ftand  *twixt  me  and  Milan,  candy'd  be  they. 
And  melt,  ere  they  moleft  '!     Here  lies  your  brother^ 
No  better  than  the  earth  he  lies  upon. 
If  he  were  that  which  now  he's  like,  that's,  dead  ♦  ; 
Whom  I  with  this  obedient  fteel,  three  inches  of  it. 
Can  lay  to  bed  for  ever  :  whiles  you,  doing  thus. 
To  the  perpetual  wink  for  aye  *  might  put 
This  ancient  naorfel  ^,  this  fir  Prudence,  who 
Should  not  upbraid  our  courfe.     For  all  the  reft^ 
They'll  take  fuggcllion  ^,  as  a  cat  laps  milk  ; 
They'll  tell  the  clock  to  any  bufinefs  that 
We  fay  befits  the  hour. 

Seb.  Thy  cafe,  dear  friend. 
Shall  be  my  precedent ;  as  thou  got'ft  Milan, 
I'll  come  by  Naples.     Draw  thy  {word :  one  ftroke 
Shall  free  thee  from  the  tribute  which  thou  pay'ft  ; 
And  I  the  king  (hall  love  thee. 

3  candfd  ht  they^ 

And  wiclty  ere  they  moleft  /]  I.  e.  Let  twenty  confciences  be  firft 
congealed,  and  then  diflblved,  ere  tliey  moleft  me,  or  prevent  me  from 
executing  my  purpofes.     Malon£.  ^ 

4  —  that* Si  dead  ;]  tbat'%  is  not  here  ufed  for  wit  is,  but  (as  Mr* 
Steevens  has  obfcrvcd)  for  «  id  ^.**  If  be  were  that  which  aiw  hi* 
tihtt  that  is  to  fay,  dead.     Maloki. 

5 — fortf)'«r] — i.  c.  forever.     Stekvxns. 

*  This  ancient  morjel,']  So  we  fay  a  piece  of  a  man.    Johnsok. 

So,  in  Meafure  for  Meafure; 

"  How  doth  my  dear  morfel,   thy  miftrefs  ?**    S T x  x y  x  N  s. 
So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra  : 

*<  — —  -  1  found  thee  as  a  morfel  cold, 

<<  Upon  dead  CseUr's  trenpher."     Malonx. 
7  '^take fttggtjiionf]  u  c.  receive  any  hint  of  villainy*     JoHKioif* 

AaK 
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Jilt,  Draw  together : 
And  whca  I  rear  my  hand,  do  you  the  like. 
To  fall  it  on  Gonzalo. 

SeS.  O,  but  one  word.  [^^CX  ^onver/e  afartm 

Mujick .     Re-enter  Ariel  in<vijihle. 

Art,  My  maftcr  through  his  art  forefees  the  danger 
That  you,  his  friend,  are  in  ;  and  fends  me  fordi,    . 
Pot  cifc  his  projeft  dies,   to  keep  tliem  living  " 


i  Sings  i/rGonzalo's  emr* 
it 


While  y OH  here  d^fnoring  lie^ 
Open-ey^d  conf piracy 

His  time  doth  take  : 
If  of  life  you  keep  a  care, 
•    Shake  offflumhcr^  and  beware  : . 
A'wake  I  anvake  I 
Ant,  Then  let  us  both  be  fudden. 
Qon-  Now,  good  angels,  prcferve  the  king!  [Theywah. 

A  Ion, 

S  «-♦«  lieep  them  ri'vtng.'\  By  them^  as  the  text  now  flands,  Gonzalo 
and  Alanzo  muft  be  i.ndcrftood.  Dr.  Johnfon  objcfts  ven-juttly  to  thii 
paffage.  "  As  it  ll.indc,  lays  he,  at  prcfent,  ihe  fenle  is  thi».  He  feci 
your  Jar.ger,  and  will  iheretorc  f'ave  than,'*  He  therefore  would  read 
— **  That  theft  his  fiiendj  are  in." 

The  contuiion  has,  I  think,  arifen  from  the  omi/fion  of  a  (ingle 
letter.     Our  autlior,  I  believe,  wrote 

— — —  and  fends  me  forth. 

For  clfe  his  proje<£^5  dies,  to  keep  them  living. 
I.  r.  he  has  fcnt  me  forth,  to  keep  his  projedls  alire,  vrhjch  t\(t 
would  be  deftroved  by  the  murder  of  hit  friend  Gonzalo.— The  oppofi- 
tion  between  the  life  and  death  of  a  project  appears  to  me  much  ia 
Shakfpcarc^s  manner.  So,  in  Much  ado  about  net Li^ ft  :  What/i/i-ig 
in  that,  to  be  the  death  of  this  marriage  ?*'— The  plural  noun  joined  to 
a  verb  in  the  lingular  number  is  to  be  met  with  in  almuft  every  pa^e 
of  the  firft  folio.  So,  to  confine  myfclf  to  the  play  before  us,  edit* 
1623  : 

«<  My  old  bores  aket.^ 
A^ain,  ibid: 

"  At  this  hour 

**  Lies  at  my  mercy  all  my  enemies,^* 
Again,  ii'id : 

**  His  tears  rurs  down  his  beard—.*' 
Again  :  "  What  cares  thcfc  rearers  for  the  name  of  the  king  ?*' 
It  was  the  common  language  of  the  time  ;  and  ought  to  be  correAed, 
as  indtcd  it  generally  has  beea  in  the  modern  editions  of  our  author, 

by 
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(dIoH.  Why,   how  now,    ho !    awake !   Why  arc  yott 
drawn  ^? 
Wherefore  this  ghaftly  looking  ? 

Gon.  What's  the  matter  ?  « 

Seh.  Whiles  we  flood  here  fecuring  your  repofc. 
Even  now,  we  heard  a  hollow  burft  of  bellowing 
Like  bulls,  or  rather  lions  ;  did  it  not  wake  you  ? 
It  (Iruck  mine  ear  mod  terribly. 

Jlon.  I  heard  nothing. 

Ant,  O,  *twas  a  din  to  fright  a  monfler'8  ear  j 
To  make  an  earthauake  !  fure,  it  was  the  roar 
Of  a  whole  herd  of  lions. 

jilon.  Heard  you  this,  Gonzalo  ?• 

Gon,  Upon  mine  honour,  fir,  I  heard  a  humming^ 
And  that  a  lirange  one  too,  which  did  awake  me : 
I  fhak'd  you,  fir,  and  cry'd  j  as  mine  eyes  open'd, 
I  faw  their  weapons  drawn  : — ^there  was  a  noife. 
That's  verity  * :  *Tis  befl  we  fland  upon  our  guard  ; 
Or  that  we  quit  this  place  :  let's  draw  our  weapons . 

Alon,   Lead  off  this  ground:  and  lee's  make  further 
fearch 
For  my  poor  fon. 

Gon.  Heavens  keep  him 'From  thefe  beafb  ! 
For  he  is,  fure,  i'  the  ifland. 

jllon.  Lead  away. 

Jri.  Profpero  my  lord  fhall  know  what  I  have  done : 

[JfiJi. 
So,  king,  go  fafcly  on  to  feelc  thy  fon.  [Exeunt. 

by  changing  the  namber  of  the  Tcrb.     Thus,  in  the  prefent  inftance 
we  ihould  read— For  el(e  his  projedi  die,  &c.     MalonK. 

9  »-^rawn  f]  Having  your  fwords  drawn.     So,  in  Romeo  and  ytt* 

"  What,  art  thou  drawn  among  thefe  hcartlefs  hinds  ?" 

JOHNSOK. 

>  Ttat^s  verity:]    The  old  copy  reads,  that*s  veri/y,     SrrxvxNs. 
The  emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Pope,     Maloni. 
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S  C  E  N  E    ir. 

Another  part  of  the  ijland. 

Enter  Caliban  tvitb  a  burden  of  ijuood : 

A  noife  of  thunder  heard. 

Cal,  All  the  infections  that  the  fun  fucks  up 
From  bogs^  fens^  flats,  on  Profper  fall,  and  make  him 
By  inch-meal  a  difeafe  I  His  fpirits  hear  me. 
And  yet  I  needs  muft  curfe.     But  they'll  nor  pinch. 
Fright  me  with  urchin  (hows,  pitch  me  i'  the  mire. 
Nor  lead  me,  like  a  fire-brand,  in  the  dark 
Out  of  my  way,  unlefs  he  bid  'em  ;  but 
For  every  trifle  are  they  fet  upon  me  ; 
Sometime  like  apes,  that  moe  *  and  chatter  at  me* 
And  after,  bite  me  ;  then  like  hcdge-hogs,  which 
Lie  tumbling  in  my  bare-foot  way,  and  mount 
Their  pricks  at  my  foot-fall ;  fomctime  am  I 
All  wound  with  adders  ',  who,  with  cloven  tongues. 
Do  hifs  me  into  madnefs  : — Lo  !  now  !  lo  ! 

Enter  Trinculo. 
Here  comes  a  fpirit  of  his  ;  and  to  torment  me. 
For  bringing  wood  in  flowly  :  I'll  fall  flat ; 
Perchance,  he  will  not  mind  me. 

Trin,  Here's  neither  bufh  nor  fhrub,  to  bear  off  any 
weather  at  all,  and  another  ftorm  brewing  ;  I  hear  it  fing 
i*  the  wind :  yond'  fame  black  cloud,  yond*  huge  one, 
looks  like  a  foul  bumbard  ♦  that  would  ihed  his  liquor. 
If  it  fhould  thunder,  as  it  did  before,  I  know  not  wnere 
to  hide  my  head :  yond'  fame  cloud  cannot  choofe  but 
fiiU  by  pailfuls. — What  have  we  here  ?  a  man  or  a  fifh  ? 
Dead  or  alive  ?  A  fifh  :  he  fmells  like  a  fifh  ;  a  very  an- 
tient  and  filh-like  fmell ;  a  kind  of,  not  of  the  newcfl, 

*  — f^Kir  m9^]  i.  c.  Make  mouths.     Steevens. 

1 — luound  with  adders,]  Enwrapped  by  adders  wcunJ  or  twifted 
about  mc.     Johnson. 

4  —  a /ai.7  bumbard — ]  A  lar.sc  vciTcl  for  holding  drink.  Theobald. 

Mr.  Upton  would  read  — a//#// bombard.  See  a  note  on—**  I  thank 
the  Gods,  I  am/fftt/j'  Jsyoy  like  It,  Aft.  III.  fc.  iii.     Malom. 

Poor- 
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Poor- John.  A  ftrange  fifli !  Were  I  in  England  no\v, 
(as  once  I  was,)  and  had  but  this  fi(h  painted  ',  not  a  ho- 
liday fool  there  but  would  give  a  piece  of  filver  :  there 
would  this  monftermake  a  man  ^  ;  any  ftrange  bcaft  there 
makes  a  man  :  when  they  will  not  give  a  doit  to  relieve  a 
lame  beggar,  they  will  lay  out  ten  to  fee  a  dead  Indian  ^ 
Legg'd  like  a  man  !  and  his  fins  like  arms !  Warm,  o* 
my  troth  !  I  do  now  let  loofe  my  opinion,  hold  it  no  lon- 
ger ;  this  is  no  filh,  but  an  iflander,  that  hath  lately  fuf- 
fer*d  by  a  thunder-bolt.  [Thunder.]  Alas !  the  llorm  is  come 
again  :  my  beft  way  is  to  creep  under  his  gaberdine  • ;  there 
is  no  other  fhelter  hereabout :  Mifery  acquaints  a  man  with 
ftrange  bedfellows  :  I  will  here  ftiroud,  till  the  dregs  of  the 
'ftorra  be  paft. 

Enter  Stephano,  finging ;  a  lottU  in  his  baud. 

Ste,     1  Jhall  no  more  to  fea,  to/ea. 
Here  Jhall  I  die  a-Jhore  ;— 
This  is  a  very  fcurvy  tune  to  fing  at  a  man*s  funeral : 
Well,  here's  my  comfort.  [drinks. 

The  mafter^  thefwahher,  the  hoatfwain  ,  and  /, 

The  gunnery   and  his  mate^ 
Lo'v'd  mall,  Meg,  and  Marian,  and  Margery ^^ 

But  none  of  us  car^d  for  Kate  : 

%  ^^thh  fi/b  patnted,"]  To  exhibit  fiAes,  either  real  or  Imaginary,  was 
very  common  about  the  time  of  our  author.     Stxzv£NS. 

^  '-^moke  a  man  3]  That  is,  make  a  man's  fortune.  So,  in  Midjim^ 
»er  N'lgbt^s  Dream  :^-'**  we  arc  ail  maeie  men,^'    Johnson. 

7 — a  dead  Indian.^  And  afterwards — Men  of  Inde,  Probably  fdm^ 
dhiiion  to  a  partic\»Jar  occurrence,  now  obfcurcd  by  time.  In  Henry 
VIII.  the  ^orr^r  afks  the  mob,  \{  \h^y  x\\\n\L'^fome  ftrange  Indian  &c. 
it  come  to  ccurf. -^^In  the  year  1 577  was  entered  on  the  books  '  the 
Stationers'  Company,  "  A  dcfcription  of  the  purtrayture  and  (hape  of 
<•  thofc  flrangc  kindc  of  people  whichc  the  wurthic  Mr.  Martin  Four- 
•*  holier  brought  into  England  in  A**.  1576.''     Stezvkns. 

•  —his  gaberdine  i  ]  A  gaberdine  is  properly  the  coarfe  frock  or  out- 
ward garment  of  a  pcafant.  Gabardina,  Spanid.  The  gaberSne  it 
l^il  worn  by  the  peafants  in  SufTex*     Stekveks. 

It  here  however  means,  I  believe,  a  loofe  felt  cloak.  Minfteu 
m  hh  DrcT.  1617,  calls  it  •*  a  rough  Iriih  mantle,  or  horlenfan'a 
coat.     Gaban,    Span,  and   Fr.— Lzna,    i.  e,  veftis  qu«  fuper  cxrcrt.  . 

VoK«  I.  £  veiFiaaejita 
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For  Jhi  had  a  tongue  ixjitb  a  tang. 

Would  cry  to  a/ailor.  Go,  hang  : 
She  lo*v*d  not  the  favour  of  tar  nor  of  pitch, 
ITet  a  tailor  might  fcr at ch  her  fwhere-e^er  pe  did  itch  : 

Then  tofea,  boys,  and  let  her  go  hang. 

This  is  a  fcurvy  tone  too  :  But  here's  my  comfort,  [drinks^ 
CaL  Do  not  torment  me  :  Oh  ! 
Ste.  What's  the  matter  ?  Have  we  devils  here  ?  Do  you 

fat  tricks  opon  us  with  favages,  and  men  of  Inde  ?  Ha ! 
have  not  Tcap'd  drowning,  to  be  afeard  now  of  your 
four  legs  ;  for  it  hath  been  faid.  As  proper  a  man  as  ever 
went  upon  four  legs  cannot  make  him  give  ground :  and 
it  (hall  be  faid  fo  again,  while  Stephano  breathes  at  nof* 
oils. 

CaL     The  fpirit  torments  me :  Oh ! 

$te.  This  is  fome  monfter  of  the  ifle,  with  four  legs  ; 
who  hath  got,  as  I  take  it,  an  ague  :  Where  the  devil 
fhould  he  learn  our  language  ?  I  will  give  him  fome  relief, 
if  it  be  but  for  that :  If  I  can  recover  him,  and  keep  him 
tame,  and  get  to  Naples  with  him,  he's  a  prefent  for  any 
emperor  that  ever  trod  on  neats-leather. 

CaL  Do  not  torment  me,  pr'ythce ;  I'll  bring  my  wood 
home  fafler. 

Ste.  He's  in  his  fit  now ;  and  does  not  talk  after  the 
wifeft  :  He  Ihall  tafte  of  my  bottle  :  if  he  have  never  drunk 
wine  afore,  it  will  go  near  to  remove  his  fit :  if  I  can  re- 
cover him,  and  keep  him  tame,  I  will  not  take  ■  too 
much  '  for  him  ;  he  (hall  pay  for  him  that  hath  him,  and 
that  foundly. 

CaL  Thou  doll  me  yet  but  little  hurt ;  thou  wilt  anon^ 

vcftimcnta  imponcbatur."  Sec  alfo  Cotgrave's  Dict;  in  t.  gahaitf 
and  galleverdine,     M  a  l  o  N  E . 

9  '•^too  much — ]  Too  much  means  ary  funtf  ever  fo  much*  It  has, 
however,  been  obicrvcd  to  me  that  when  the  vulgar  mean  to  a/k  an  ex- 
travagant price  for  any  thing,  they  Uy  with  a  laugh,  I  won*t  make  him 
pay  twice  for  it.  This  fenfe  fufficiently  accommodates  itfelf  to  Trincu- 
lo^ii  expreiTion .     Stekvens. 

I  think  the  meaning  is,  Let  me  take  what  fum  I  will,  however  great, 
/  p^all  not  tale  too  much  for  blm  :  it  is  impoinble  for  me  to  fell  him 
eo«  dear.    Ma  lone* 

I  know 
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I  know  it  by  thy  trembling":  Now  Profpcr  works  upon 
thee. 

Ste,  Come  on  your  ways ;  open  your  mouth ;  here  is 
that  which  will  give  language  to  you,  cat  * ;  open  your 
mouth  :  this  will  fhake  your  ihaking,  I  can  tell  you,  and 
that  foundly :  you  cannot  tell  who's  your  friend ;  open 
your  chaps  again. 

Trin.  I  fhould  know  that  voice :  It  fliould  be — 
But  he  is  drown'd ;  and  thefe  are  devils :  O  !  defend 
me  ! 

Ste,  Four  legs,  and  two  voices  ;  a  moft  delicate  mon- 
fter  I  His  forward  voice  '  now  is  to  fpeak  well  of  hi* 
friend  ;  his  backward  voice  is  to  utter  ft>ul  fpeeches,  and 
to  detrad.  If  all  the  wine  in  my  bottle  will  recover  him, 
I  will  help  his  ague :  Come, — Amen  ♦  I  I  will  pour  fomc 
in  thy  other  mouth. 

Trin,  Stephano, — 

Ste,  Doth  thy  other  mouth  call  me  ?  Mercy !  mercy  ! 
This  is  a  devil,  and  no  monfter :  I  will  leave  him ;  t 
have  no  longfpoon  ^. 

^r/«.  Stephano ! — if  thou  becft  Stephano,  touch  me, 
and  fpeak  to  me  ;  for  I  am  Trinculo  ; — be  not  afeard,— 
thy  good  friend  Trinculo. 

Ste.  If  thou  beeft  Trinculo,  come  forth  ;  I'll  pull  thee 
by  the  leffer  legs :  if  any  be  Trinculo's  legs,  thefe  are  they. 
Thou  art  very  Trinculo,  indeed  :  How  cam'ft  thou  to  be 

'.^Iknow  it  by  thy  tremhl'trtg:]  This  tremor  is  always  reprefented  aa 
the  effe€t  of  being  poflefs'd  by  the  devil-     So,  in  the  Comedy  of  Errors  : 
"  Mark  how  he  trembles  In  his  ecdacy !"     Stiivins. 

*  -"^cat ;  ]  Alluding  to  an  old  proverb,  that  good  liquor  will  maki 
meat  fpeak,     Stxzvkns. 

3  His  fomvard  voice  &c.  ]  The  perfon  of  Fame  was  anciently  defcrrbcd 
in  this  manner.     Steevzns. 

4  '-'Amen  I  ]  Means,  flop  your  draught ;  come  to  a  conclufion.  / 
will  pour  fame  &c.     St£  evens. 

5  /  have  no  longfpoon,]  Alluding  to  the  proverb,  ji  longfpoon  to  iMt 
tifitb  the  devil.     Stsevens. 

See  Com,  of  Errors^  adt  IV.  fc.  Hi.  and  Chaucer's  Squitr's  TsUp 
ver.  109x6  of  the  late  edit. 

**  Therefore  behoveth  him  a  ful  long  fpone, 
^*  That  ihall  ete  with  a  fend."     Tyewm^ tt« 

£  2  th# 
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the  \'^%t  of  ti&is  moos-calf^  ?  Can  ke  vent  Triacalot  f 

Tr.K.  I  :oojc  him  :o  b«  kill'd  u-iui  a  thandcr-Arokc  s 
«**Bai  an  uou  noc  dnM^a'd,  Stepnaao  ?  I  kope  bout,  cIkmb 
art  not  drown 'd.  I(  the  fionn  over- blown  ?  i  kid  me  an* 
der  the  dead  mocm-cairs  gaberdine,  for  fear  of  the  iorm : 
And  art  thon  li^-ing*  Stephano  f  O  SiepbazSj  two  Nca« 
poll  tars  Yczp'd  ! 

Ste,  Pr'yxhee,  do  not  torn  me  about  ;  mj  fem*^  i» 
not  conftant. 

Cal.  Thefe  be  fine  things »  an  if  they  be  not  iprigktu 
That's  a  brave  god^  and  bears  celeftial  liqoor  i 
i  will  kneel  to  him. 

Su.  How  did'ft  thoQ  Ycape  ?  How  cam'ft  thoo  hither  f 
fwear  by  this  bottle,  how  thoa  cam'ft  hither.  I  eicap'd 
wpon  a  butt  of  fack,  which  the  failors  kcav'd  orer-boaidp 
by  this  bottle  !  which  I  made  of  the  bark  of  a  tree,  witk 
mine  own  hands,  fmce  I  was  call  a-(hore. 

CaL  rii  fwear,  upon  tJiat  bottle,  to  be  thy  tnie  fab-> 
jecl ;  for  the  liauor  is  not  earthly. 

Sfc,  Here  ;  iwcar  then  how  thou  efcap'dft. 

Trifi,  Swam  a-lhore,  man,  like  a  duck  ;  I  can  fwim  ^ 
like  a  duck.  Til  be  fwom. 

6'/c.  Here,  kifs  the  book  :  Though  thou  can'ft  fwim  like 
m  duck,  thou  art  made  like  a  goofe. 

Trin.  O  Stephano,  haft  any  more  of  this  ? 

Sie.  The  whole  butt,  man ;  my  cellar  is  in  a  rock  bf 
the  fca-fide,  where  my  wine  is  hid.  How  now,  moon- 
calf ?  h(nv  does  thine  ague  ? 

CaL  Haft  thou  not  dropp'd  from  Heaven  •  ? 

6'/t'.  Out  o'  the  moon,  I  do  aflurc  thee :  I  was  the  man 
in  tlic  moon,  when  time  was. 

^  '^to  h:  the  fiepc  of  this  moon-calf  f  ]  Siege^pii6t%ftool\n  erery  fenft 
•f  the  word,  and  ii  here  ufcd  in  the  dirtied.  A  moen'Calf  is  an  inani- 
mate (haprltf,  mafs,  fuppofcd  by  Pliny  to  be  engendered  of  woman  only* 
IkchisNiit.  Hift.  b.  x.  ch.  64.     Stbevens. 

7  IctiHJiuint'^']  I  believe  Trinculo  is  fpeakiog  of  Caliban,  and  that 
wc /bould  read— *<  *«  cau  fwini*"  8cc,  See  the  next  fpeech.  Malonx. 

*'  Uiifl  thou  not  dropped  from  heaven  ?  ]  The  new-difcovcred  Indian* 
of  the  Ifljnd  of  St.  Salvador  a/ked,  by  iigns,  whether  Columbus  and 
\\\i  cumpanions  wurs  ««/  t$Mit  dawn  from  kmvtn*    Tollet* 
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•    Cal.  I  have  feen  thee  in  her,  and  I  do  adore  thee  :  my 
iniflrers  fhew'd  roe  thee^  and  thy  dog,  and  thy  bu(h. 

Su.  Come,  fwear  to  that ;  kifs  the  book  :  I  will  fornifli 
it  anon  with  new  contents :  (wear. 

Trin,  By  this  good  light  this  is  a  very  (hallow  mon- 
ger : — I  afeard  of  him  ? — a  very  weak  monfter  ^ : — The 
man  i'  the  moon  ? — a  moft  poor  credulous  monfter  :— 
Well  drawn,  monfter,  in  good  footh^ 

Cal.  ril  fhew  thee  every  fertile  inch  o*  the  ifland  ; 
And  I  will  kifs  thy  foot ' :  I  pr'ythee,  be  my  god. 

Trift.  By  this  light,  a  moft  perfidious  and  drunken  mon- 
fter ;  when  his  god's  aileep,  he'll  rob  his  bottle. 

Cal.  ril  kifs  thy  foot :  Til  fwear  myfelf  thy  fubjeft. 

Su.  Come  on  then  ;  down,  and  fwear. 

Trin.  I  ihall  lau^h  myfelf  to  death  at  this  puppy-headed 
monfter :  A  moft  (curvy  monfter !  I  could  find  m  my  heart 
to  beat  him, — 

Ste,  Come,  kifs. 

Trin.  — but  that  the  poor  monfter 's  in  drink  :  An  a* 
bominable  monfter  I 

Cal,  I'll ftiew thee  thebeftfprings ;  Tllpluckthpe berries^ 
111  fi(h  for  thee,  and  get  thee  wood  enough. 
A  plague  upon  the  tyrant  that  I  ferve  I 
1*11  bear  him  no  more  fticks,  but  follow  thee^ 
TJteMi  wond'rous  man. 

Trh.  A  moft  ridiculous  monfter ;  to  make  a  wonder  rf 
a  poor  drunkard. 

CaL  I  pr'ythee,  let  me  bring  thee  where  crabs  grow  ; 
And  I   with  my  long  nails  will  dig  thee  pig-nut^ ; 
^hew  thee  a  jay's  neft,  and  inflruft  thee  aow 
To  fnare  the  nimble  marmozet ;  I'll  bring  thee 
To  cluft'ring  filberds,  and  fometimes  I'll  get  thee 
Young  fea-mels  ^  from  the  rock  :  Wilt  thou  go  with  me  t 

Su. 

9  7  afeard  of  Urn  ?— ^*  vtry  weak  monjhr ;]  It  it  to  be  obferved,  that 
TriacuJo  the  ipealcer  is  not  charged  with  being  afraid  \  but  it  was  his  con« 
icioufnefs  that  drew  this  brag  from  him.  This  is  nature,  Waasvkton. 

'  — kiji  thy  foot ;]  A  foeer  upon  the  p^pifts  for  ki^g  the  Fopc*8 
pantofle.     Grky. 

^  Yottfig  fea-tnels— ]  The  old  copy  reads^yrawrt/i.  Mr.  Holt  ailerted 
4hat  limptti  are  in  fome  places  called  fcamu    Vut  not  halving  found  tho 

E  3  wor4 
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Ste.  I  pr'ythee  now,  lead  the  way,  withoat  tny 
talking. — Trinculo,  the  king  and  all  our  company  die 
being  drown *d,  we  will  inherit  here. — ^Here  ;  bear  my 
bottle  !  Fellow  Trinculo,  we'll  fill  him  by  and  by  again* 

Cal.  Farenuill  majler\  fareiKell^  fari'-welL 

\Sings  drunk€nlj.'\ 
Tria.  A  howling  monder ;  a  drunken  monller. 

Cal.  No  more  Jams  Pll  make  for  Jijh  \ 
Nor  fetch  in  firing 
At  requiring f 
Norfcrape  trencher ing  ^ ,  nor  nvaflx  iijb  ; 
^Ean^  *Bant  Ca — Caiihan, 
Has  a  nena  mafter-^et  a  nfw  man. 

Freedom,   hey-day !   hey-day,  freedom  !   freedom,  hey- 
day, freedom ! 

Ste-  O  brave  monfler  !  lead  the  way.  \Exeunt. 

^mx^Jcamd  in  any  ancient  English  book,  I  have  adopted  the  emendation 
propofed  by  Mr.  Theobald.  Mr.  Steevcns's  obfervation  on  the  epi- 
Chtt  "  ywnj^"  appears  to  me  dccinvc.  In  Lincolnfliire,  as  I  learn 
from  Sir  Joftph  Banks,  the  name  fea'tnall  is  applied  to  all  the  fmaller 
fpecies  of  gulls.  Plott,  the  fame  gentleman  adds,  in  his  Hijiiry  9/ 
Stafford/bire,  p.  231,  gives  an  account  of  the  mode  of  taking  a  fpecies 
of  gull,  called  in  that  country  Pewits,  (ths  black-capped  gull  of  Lin- 
colnfliire )  with  a  plate  annexed,  at  the  end  of  which  he  writes,—**  they 
'being  accounted  agood  difli  at  the  mod  plentiful  tables."  Malonz. 

Theobald  very  rcafonably  propofed  to  read  Jea-mallsy  ox  Jta-mtUu 
An  c  by  thcfc  care lefs  printers  was  cafily  changed  into  a  c,  and  from 
this  accident,  I  believe,  all  the  difficulty  arifes,  the  word  having  been 
fpelt  by  the  tranfcribcr/wiWr.  Willoughby  mentions  the  bird,  as 
Theobald  informs  us  [larui  c'lntrtui  mmcr j.-.«Had  Mr.  Hole  told  us  in 
what  part  of  England  limpets  are  called  /cams,  more  attention  would 
have  been  paid  to  his  affertion. 

J  fliouid  fuppofe,  at  all  events,  z  bird  to  have  beendoHgnM,  zsjomng 
and  o/dfjb  are  taken  with  equal  facility  ;  but  reun^  hirds  are  more  ea- 
iily  furprifed  than  old  ones,  Befidcs,  Caliban  had  already  proffered  to 
ffi  for  Trinculo.  In  Cavendiih's  fecond  voyage,  the  failors  eat  young 
gulli  at  the  ifle  of  Penguins.     Steevens. 

J  Nor  fcrafe  trenchcring,]  In  our  author's  time  trenchers  were  in 
general  uf'ej  and  male  domefticks  were  fometimcs  employed  indeanfing 
thorn.  <«  I  have  helped  ^fays  Lilly  in  his  Hlftory  of  his  life  and  timeSf 
ad  an.  1620*)  to  carry  eighteen  tubs  of  water  in  one  morning ; — all  man* 
ner  of  drudgery  I  willingly  performed  5 /crir^ff  rrfiff/>*rj,  *c".  Ma  lone. 

ACT 
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ACT    HI.       SCENE    I. 

Before  Profpero's  Cell. 

Enter  Ferdinand,  bearing  a  log. 

Fer.  There  be  ibme  fports  are  painful  ♦  ;  and  their  la- 
bour 
Delight  in  them  fets  off'  :  fome  kinds  of  bafenefs 
Are  nobly  undergone  ;  and  mofl  poor  matters 
Point  to  rich  ends.     This  my  mean  tafk  would  be  * 
As  heavy  to  me,  as  odious  ;  but 
The  miltrefs,  which  I  ierve,  quickens  what's  dead. 
And  makes  my  labours  pleafures  :    O,  ihe  is 
Ten  times  more  gentle,  than  her  father's  crabbed  ; 
And  he's  compofed  of  harlhnefs.     I  muft  remove 
Some  thoufands  of  thefe  logs,  and  pile  them  up. 
Upon  a  fore  injunftion  :  My  fweet  miftrefs 
Weeps  when  fhe  (ets  me  work ;  and  fays,  fuch  bafenefs 
Had  ne'er  like  executor.     I  forget^: 
But  thefe  fweet  thoughts  do  even  refrefh  my  labours ; 
Moll'  bufy-lefs,  when  I  do  it  ^. 

4  *rbere  be  fome  fports  are  painful  j  and  their  labour 
Delight  in  them  ftts  off  ;] 

Moiliter  aufterum  Audio  fallcnte  laborem. 

Nor.  fat.  2.  lib.  li.     Stz£vens. 
We  If  aye  again  the  fame  thought  in  Macbeth  : 
**  The  labour  we  delight  in  phyficks  pain,** 
After  "  and,"   at  the  fame  time  muft  be  underftood.     Mr.   Pope» 
tmneccflarily,  reads—**  But  their  labour—,*'  which  has  been  followed 
by  the  fubfequcnt  editors.     Malons. 

5  This  my  mean  tajk  would  be]  The  metre  of  this  line  is  defefHve  in 
the  old  copy,  by  the  words  would  be  being  transferred  to  the  next  line* 
Oqr  author  and  his  contemporaries  generally  ufe  odious  as  a  trifyU 
labie.     Malone. 

^  ^  f°^g'f  •  ]  I'crhaps  Ferdinand  means  to  fay — I  forget  my  tafk  ; 
but  that  is  not  furprifingy  for  lam  thinking  on  Miranda^  and  thefe  fweet 
thoughts  &c.  He  may  however  mean,  that  he  forgets  or  thinks  little 
•J  the  bafenefs  of  his  employment,  Whichfoever  be  3ie  fenfe,  ^nd^  or 
For,  /hoiild  feem  more  proper  in  the  next  line,  than  But.    Malonc* 

7  Moft  bufy'\t[%,  when  I  do  it,]  The  old  copy  has— bufy  leff.  Cor- 
rtded  by  Mr.  Theobald.    Maloni. 

£  4  Enter 
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Enter  Miranda  ;  and  Prospero  tUa  difttmct. 

Mira,  Alas,  now !  pray  you. 
Work  not  fo  hard  :  I  would,  the  lightning  had 
Burnt  up  thofe  logs,  that  you  are  enjoin'd  to  pile  ! 
Pray,  fet  it  do<vn,  and  rcll  you :  when  thi§  bums, 
•Twill  weep  for  having  wearyM  you  :  My  father 
Is  hard  at  lludy  ;  pr^y  now,  reft  yourfelf ; 
He's  {;{(c  for  tncfc  three  hours. 

Fer,  Q  moft  dear  miftrcfs. 
The  fun  wiU  fet  before  I  ihall  difcharge 
What  I  mult  ftrive  to  dp. 

Mtra,  \i  you'll  (it  down, 
I'll  bear  ypur  logs  the  while :  Pray,  give  mc  that ; 
I'll  carry  it  to  the  pile. 

Fcr,  No,  precious  creature  : 
I  had  rather  crack  my  finews,  break  my  back. 
Than  you  (hould  fuch  difhonour  undergo. 
While  I  fit  lazy  by. 

Mira.  It  would  become  me 
As  well  as  it  docs  you  :  and  I  fhould  do  it 
With  much  more  eai'e  ;  for  my  good  will  is  to  it. 
And  yours  it  is  againft  ^. 

Pro,  Poor  worm  !  thou  art  infedled  ; 
This  vifitaiion  ihews  it. 

Mira,  You  look  wearily. 

Fer,  No,  noble  miftrefs  ;  *tis  frefh  morning  with  me. 
When  you  are  by  at  night  ^.     I  do  bcfeech  you, 
(Chiefly,  that  I  might  let  it  in  my  prayers,) 
What  is  your  name  ? 

Mira,  Miranda  : — O  my  father, 

•  And  your  t  it  is  againfi.'\  Perhaps  wc  fiiould  read.  And  yours  h  if 
afalnfl.     St  z  evens. 

9  ■  ■     '"'tisfrejh  morning  ivith  ««, 
JVben  you  are  by  at  night ."^ 
Tu  mihi  curarum  rcquics,  tu  noElc  vcl  atra 

Tibul.  Lib,  iv.  £1.  xIIL    Malowi. 
I  have 
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I  have  broke  your  heft  '  to  fay  fo  ! 

Fer.  Admired  Miranda !  ^ 
InJecd,  the  top  of  admiration  ;  worth 
What's  dearefl  to  the  world !  Full  many  a  lady 
I  have  ey'd  with  bcft  regard  ;  and  many  a  time 
The  harmony  of  their  tongues  hath  into  bondage 
Brought  my  too  diligent  ear  :  for  fcveral  virtues 
Have  I  lik'd  feveral  women  ;  never  any 
With  fo  full  foul,  but  fon^e  defed  in  her  ^ 

Did  quarrel  with  the  noblell  grace  fhc  ow'd* 
And  put.it  to  the  foil :  But  you,  o  you. 
So  perfect,  and  fo  poerlefs,  are  created 
Of  every  creature's  beft  *. 

Mira.  I  do  not  know 
One  of  my  fex  ;  no  woman's  face  remember. 
Save,  from  my  glais,  mine  own  ;  nor  have  I  feen 
More  that  I  may  call  men,  than  yon,  good  friend. 
And  iny  dear  father  :  how  features  are  ahroads 
I  am  "fltill-lefs  of;  but,  by  my  modefty, 
(The  jewel  in  my  dower,)  1  would  not  wiih 
Any  companion  in  the  world  but  you  ; 
Nor  can  imagination  form  a  fhape, 
Befides  yourfelf,  to  like  of :  But  I  prattle 
Something  too  wildly,  and  my  father's  precepts 
I  therein  do  forget. 

Far.  I  am,  in  my  condition, 
A  prince,  Miranda ;  I  do  think,  a  king  ; 
(I  would,  not  fo  !)  and  would  no  more  endure 
This  wooden  flavcry,  than  I  would  fuffer  * 
The  fieih-fly  blow  my  mouth  : — ^Hear  my  (bul  fpeak  ;— « 
The  very  inftant  that  I  faw  yon,  did 
My  heart  fly  to  your  fervice ;  there  rcfides. 
To  make  me  flave  to  it ;  andj  ibr  your  fake. 
Am  I  this  patient  log-man. 

» -^«<frf^]  For  bebefii  i.  e.  command.    Stietxws. 

*  Of  every  creature's  beft,"]  Alluding  to  the  pidure  of  Venut  by  A- 
{>elles.     Johnson. 

5 — than  I  would  faffer  &c.]  The  old  copy  rtadi— Than  to  fuffer. 
The  emendation  ii  Mr.  Popc^t,    Stik  vsMt. 

Mira. 
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Mira,  Do  you  love  me  ? 

Fer.  O  heaven,  o  earth,  bear  witnefs  to  this  bnai. 
And  crown  what  I  profefs  with  idnd  event. 
If  I  fpeak  true ;  if  nollowly,  invert 
What  bcft  is  boded  me,  to  mifchief !  I, 
Beyond  all  limit  of  what  elfe  i'  the  world  ^ 
Do  love,  'prize,  honour  you. 

Mira.  I  am  a  fool  ', 
To  weep  at  what  I  am  glad  of. 

Pro.  Fair  encounter 
Of  two  moft  rare  affe^ons  !  Heavens  rain  grace 
On  that  which  breeds  between  them  \ 

Fer.  Wherefore  weep  you  ? 

Mira,  At  mine  unworthinefs,  that  dare  not  offer 
What  I  defire  to  give  ;  and  much  lefs  take. 
What  r  fhall  die  to  want :  But  this  is  trifling ; 
And  ail  the  more  it  fecks  *  to  hide  itfelf. 
The  bigger  bulk  it  fhews.     Hence  bafhful  cunning ! 
And  prompt  me,  plain  and  holy  innocence  ! 
I  am  your  wife,  if  you  will  marry  me  ' ; 

If 

4  ^-0^  what  elfe  ?  the  xDorld^]  i.  e.  of  mtght  eUe  \  of  whatfoever 
elfe  there  is  in  the  world.  I  once  thought  that  we  Hiould  read — augbi 
elfe.     But  the  old  copy  is  right.    So,  in  King  Henry  VL  P.  Ill : 

•*  "With  promife  of  his  fifter,  and  what  elfe^ 

**  To  ftrengthen  and  fupporc  king  Edward's  place.**      Malokx* 

5  I  am  a  fool y 

To  Koeep  at  tvbat  J  am  glad  of,]  This  is  one  of  thofe  touches  of 
nature  that  diflinguifh  Shaklpeare  from  all  other  writers.  It  was  ne« 
cefiary,  in  fupport  of  the  chara^r  of  Miranda,  to  make  her  appear 
vaconfcioos  that  excefs  of  forrow  and  excefs  of  joy  find  alike  their  re- 
lief from  tears  ;  and  as  this  is  the  firft  time  that  confummatc  pleafure 
had  made  any  near  approaches  to  her  heart,  (he  calls  fuch  a  feeming 
contradictory  exprcflion  of  it,  fo//y. 

The  fame  thcfaght  occurs  in  Romeo  and  JuHet : 

**  Back,    foolifh  tears,  back  to  your  native  fpring  ? 
"  Your  tributary  drops  belong  to  woe, 
*<  Which  you,  miftaking,  oftcr  up  to  joy.**     STEEvsNSt 
*— it/reib — ]  i.  e.  my  affcdtion  feeks.     Ma  lone. 
7  /  am  your  wj/c,  if  you  v/i/l  marry  mcy  &c.] 

Si  tibt  non  cordi  fuerant  connubia  nodra, 
Attamen  in  vedras  potuilli  duccre  fedes. 
Quae  tibi  jucundu  fainularer  ferva  lab  ore  , 

Candida 
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If  not,  I'll  die  your  maid  :  to  be  your  fellow  • 
You  may  deny  me  ;  but  Pll  be  your  fervant. 
Whether  you  will  or  no. 

Fer,  My  miftrefs,  dearcft. 
And  I  thus  humble  ever. 

Mir  a.  My  hufband  then  ? 

Fer.  Ay,  with  a  heart  as  willing 
As  bondage  e'er  of  freedom  :  here's  my  hand. 

Mira.  And  mine,  withmy  heart  in' t^:  Andnowfare^ 
well. 
Till  half  an  hour  hence. 

Ffr.  A  thoufand,  thoufand!    [Exeunt  Fek.  and  Mm* 

Pro.  So  glad  of  this  as  they,  I  cannot  be. 
Who  are  furpriz'd  with  all ;  but  my  rejoicing 
At  nothing  can  be  more.     I'll  to  my  book  ; 
For  vet,  ere  fupper-time,  muft  I  perform 
Much  buiinefs  appertaining.  [Exiim 

S  C  E  N  E    ir. 

Another  part  of  the  ijland. 

Enter  Stephano  and  Trinculo;   Caliban 
followng  ivith  a  bottle. 

Ste.  Tell  not  me  j — ^whea  the  butt  is  out,  we  will  drink 

Candida  permulcens  liquldis  veftigia  lympbiSi 
Purpureave  tuum  confternens  vefte  cubile. 

Catul.  62.    Malons* 
S -..^otfr  fellow, j  1.  e.  companion.     Stikvzns. 
9  Fcrd.  '  berets  my  band* 

Mira.  And  mincy  %uUb  my  heart  inV.]  It  is  ftill  cuftomary  in  the 
weft  of  England,  when  the  conditions  of  a  bargain  are  agreed  upon,  for 
tht  parties  to  ratify  it  by  joining  their  bands,  and  at  the  fame  time  for 
the  purchafer  to  give  an  earneft.  To  this  pra^ice  the  poet  alludca.  So^ 
in  tbe  H^inters  Ta/e: 

"  Ere  I  could  make  thee  open  thy  white  hand, 
«  And  clap  thyfelf  my  love ;  then  didft  thou  utter 
**  /  am  your  I  for  ever.'''' 
Again,  in  tbe  Tivo  Gent,  of  Plertna  s 

*<  Pro.  Why  then  we'll  make  exchange  ;  here,  take  you  this* 

<<  Jul.  And  fcal  the  bargain  with  a  holy  kift. 

**  Pro.  Here  is  my  baad  for  my  true  conftancy/*    HsKLzr* 

water 
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water ;  not  a  drop  before :  therefore  bear  op,  and  boavl 
'em  ' :  Ser\'ant'XnoDflcr9  drink  to  me. 

Trin.  Scrvs^nt-monftcr  ?  the  folly  of  this  i {land  !  Tbef 
fay,  there's  but  £veupon  this  ifle  :  we  are  three  of  them; 
if  the  other  two  be  brain'd  like  us,  the  fiate  totters. 

Su.  Drink,  icrvant-monfier,  when  I  bid  thee;  thy 
eyes  arc  almofl  fct  in  thy  head. 

Trin.  Where  (hould  they  be  fet  elfe  ;  he  were  a  bravo 
jDonfler  indeed,  if  they  were  fet  in  his  tail  *. 

Ste.  My  man-moniler  hath  drown'd  his  tongue  infack: 
ibr  my  part,  the  Tea  cannot  drown  me:  I  fwam^»  ere  I 
GOold  recover  the  fhore,  five-and-thirty  leagues,  off  and 
on,  by  this  light. — Thou  (halt  be  my  lieutenant,  monfter^ 
or  my  ilandird. 

Tritt.  Yoar  lieutenant,  if  yon  lift;  he's  no  ftandard^. 

Ste,  We'll  not  run,  moniieur  monfter. 

Tttk,  Nor  go  neither:  but  you'll  lie,  like  dogs;  and 
yet  fay  nothing  neither. 

Ste,  Moon-calf,  fpcak  once  in  thy  life,  if  thou  beeft  a 
good  moon-calf. 

CaL  How  docs  thy  honour  ?  Let  me  lick  thy  Ihoe :  I'U 
not  ferve  him,  he  is  not  valiant. 

>  Bear  u^  and  board  *em  '."l  A  metaphor  alluding  to  a  chace  at  Tea* 

Sir  J.  Hawkins. 

«  Be  were  a  Brax'e  monjier  indeed^  tf  they  were  fet  in  bis  ftfi/.]  I  be- 
lieve this  to  be  an  sillufum  to  a  fiory  that  is  met  with  in  Stovue,  and 
other  writers  of  the  time.  It  feems,  in  the  year  1574,  a  whale  wat 
thrown  a  fliore  near  Ramfgate.  "  A  monfireus  fjb  (fays  the  chroni- 
**  eler)  but  not  fo  monjirout  as  fome  reported, — for  his  eyes  were  in  hit 
**  head,  and  not  in  his  ^tff*.**     Summary,  1^7^,  p.  562.     Faamik. 

3  J.  fwam^  Scc.'j  This  pLay  was  not  published  till  1623.  Jtlbumazar 
made  it^  appearance  ini6i4,  and  has  a  palTage  relative  to  the  efcape  of  a 
failor  yet  more  incredible.  Perhaps,  in  both  inftanccs,  a  fneer  wag 
meant  at  the  P'cya^s  of  Fcrdinando  Mendex  Pinto,  or  the  exaggerated 
Accounts  of  other  lymg  travellers  : 

<<  —five  days  J  was  under,  water ',  and  at  length 

"  Got  up  and  fpread  niyfel/upooachefl, 

**  Rowing  with  arms,  and  ftcerin^  with  my  feet, 

**  And  thui  in  live  days  more  got  land."  AdHIJ.  fc.v.  Steevkns* 

♦  Tour  lieutenant,  if  yon  lift,  be^s  no  ftandard.]   Meaning,  he  is  fo 

much  Intoxicatrd,   a&  not   to  be  able  to  fland.     The  quibble  between 

ftandard,  an  enfi^n,  and  flandard,  a  liuU  trcC|  that  grows  without  fup- 

^ortj  is  evident.    Stkevzns. 

d^  Trin% 
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Vrin,  Thou  Hell,  moft  ignorant  monger ;  I  am  In  cafe 
to  jufllc  a  conftable :  Why,  thou  dcbofh'd  *  iifh,  thon, 
was  there  ever  man  a  coward,  that  hath  drunk  ib  mucH 
fack  as  I  to  day  ?  Wilt  thou  tell  a  monilrous  lie,  being  but 
half  a  Afh,  and  half  a  monHer? 

CaL  Lo,  how  he  mocks  me  ;  wilt  thou  let  him,  my  lord? 

Trin.  Lord,  quoth  he ! — that  a  monlter  ihoald  be  fudi 
a.  natural  \ 

Cai,  Lo,  lo,  again:  bite  him  to  death,  I  pr'ythee. 

Ste.  Trinculo,  keep  a  good  tongue  in  your  head;  if 
you  prove  a  mutineer,  the  next  tree — The  poor  monfler'i 
jny  iubjed,  and  he  fhall  not  fuiFer  indignity. 

Cal.  I  thank  my  noble  lord.  Wilt  thou  be  pleas'd  to 
hearken  once  again  to  the  fuit  I  made  to  thee? 

Ste.  Marry  will  I:  kneel,  and  repeat  it;  I  will  fUnd, 
and  fo  (hall  Trinculo. 

Enter  Ariel,  in'vifible. 

Cal.  As  I  told  thee  before,  I  am  fubje6l  to  a  tyrant;  fl 
forcerer,  that  by  his  cunning  has  cheated  me  of  the 
iiland. 

Art,  Thoulieft. 

CaL  Thou  Heft,  thou  je (ling  monkey,  thou; 
I  would,  my  valiant  mailer  would  deflroy  thee : 
I  do  not  He. 

Ste.  Trinculo,  if  you  trouUe  him  any  more  in  his  tale^ 
by  this  hand,  I  will  fupplant  fome  of  your  teeth. 

Trin,  Why,  I  faid  nothing. 

Ste,  Mum  then,  and  no  more ; — Proceed. 

Cal,  I  fay,  by  forcery  he  got  this  ifle ; 
From  me  he  got  it.     If  thy  greatnefs  will 
Revenge  it  on  him, — for,  I  know,  thou  dar'il ; 
But  this  thing  dare  not, — 

Ste,  That's  moft  certain. 

Cal,  Thou  fhalt  be  lord  of  it,  and  Pll  ferve  thee. 

Ste,  How  now  ftiall  this  be  compafs'd?  Canft  thoa 
bring  me  to  the  party? 

CaL  Yea,  yea,  my  lord;  I'll  yield  him  thee  aileep> 
Where  thou  may'ft  knock  a  nail  into  his  head. 

5  ^tbtu  dcbofli'd^]  i.  e.  dtbambtd.    Set  Cotgraft's  Dict.  in  ▼. 

Maloms. 
Ari» 
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jfrt.  Thou  Heft,  thou  canft  not. 

Cal.  What  a  py 'd  ninny's  this  ^  ?  Thou  fcurvy  patch  !— 
I  do  bcfeech  thy  grcatnefs,  give  him  blows. 
And  take  his  bottle  from  him :  when  that's  gone. 
He  fhall  drink  nought  but  brine ;  for  I'll  not  fhew  him 
Where  the  quick  fireihes  are. 

Ste.  Trinculo,  run  into  no  further  danger:  intermpt 
the  monfler  one  word  further,  and,  by  mis  hand,  I'll 
turn  my  mercy  out  of  doors,  and  make  a  ftock-fifh  of  thee. 

Trtn,  Why,  what  did  I?  I  did  nothing:  I'll  go  fur- 
ther off. 

Su,  Didft  thou  not  fay,  he  lied? 

Jn\  Thoulieft. 

Ste.  Do  I  fo?  take  thou  that.  [Jlrikes  bim.]  As  yon  like 
this,  give  me  the  lie  another  time. 

Trin.  1  did  not  give  the  lie  : — Out  o'  your  wits,  and 
hearing  too? — A  pox  o*  your  bottle!  this  can  fack,  and 
drinking  do. — A  murrain  on  your  monfler,  and  the  devtl 
take  your  fingers ! 

Ca/.  Ha,  ha,  ha ! 

Ste.  Now,  forward  with  your  tale. — Pr'ythee  ftand  fur- 
ther off. 

Cal,  Beat  him  enough :   after  a  little  time, 
I'll  beat  him  too. 

Su,  Stand  fiirtJier. — Come,  proceed. 

CaL  Why,  as  I  told  thee,  'tis  a  cuflom  with  him 
I*  the  afternoon  to  fleep:   there  thou  may'fl  brain  him^ 
Having  firft  feiz'd  his  books ;  or  with  a  log 
Batter  his  Ikull,  or  paunch  him  with  a  flake. 
Or  cut  his  wezand  with  thy  knife :  Remember, 

^  f^at  a  fy*d  mnny*%  this  f]  It  ihould  be  rcmembcr'd  that  Trincuh 
is  no  failor,  but  a  jejlery  and  is  fo  called  in  the  ancient  dramatU 
perfona  j  he  therefore  wears  the  party-colour'd  drefs  of  one  of  thefe 
chara^ers.  See  fig.  XII.  in  the  plate  annexed  to  the  firft  part  of  iT. 
Benry  IV,  and  Mr.  Toilet's  explanation  of  it.     Stekvins. 

Dr.  Jobnfon  obfcrves,  that  Caliban  could  have  noknowled^  of  the 
ftriped  coat  ufually  worn  by  fools ;  and  would  therefore  transfer  thit 
ipeech  to  Stephano.  But  though  Caliban  might  not  know  this  circum- 
ftance,  Shakfpeare  did.  Surely  he  who  has  given  to  all  countries  and  all 
ages  the  manners  of  his  own,  might  forget  himfclf  here,  as  well  as  in 
other  places.     Maloni, 

Firft 
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Firfl  to  poiTefs  his  books,  for  without  them 
He's  but  a  fot,  as  I  am,  nor  hath  not 
One  fpiric  to  command  ' :   They  all  do  hate  him. 
As  rootedly  as  I :   Burn  but  his  books ; 
He  has  brave  uteniils,  (for  fo  he  calls  them,) 
Which,  when  he  has  a  houfe,  he'll  deck  withal. 
And  that  moft  deeply  to  confider,  is 
The  beauty  of  his  daughter ;  he  himfelf 
Calls  her  a  non-pareil :  I  never  faw  a  woman. 
But  only  Sycorax  my  dam,  and  fhe ; 
But  fhe  as  far  furpaffeth  Sycorax, 
As  greateft  does  leail. 

Su.  Is  it  fo  brave  a  lafs  ? 

Cal.  Ay,  lord ;  (he  will  becomet  hy  bed,  I  warnmt# 
And  bring  thee  forth  brave  brood. 
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Ttrft  to  pojffji  bis  books,  for  tvitbout  tbem 

He's  but  ajctf   as  I  am,  nor  bath  n$t 

Oftefplrlt  to  command  :]  In  a  former  fccnc  Profpero  fayi— 

"  rU  to  my  book ; 

««  For  yet,  ere  fupper  time,  muft  I  perforin 
«  Much  bufmcfs  appertaining.'* 
Again,  in  A£l  V  : 

"  And  deeper  than  did  ever  plummet  found, 
"  I'll  drown  my  book,** 
In  the  old  romances  the  forcereris  always  fiMrni Hied  with  zBo4kf  by  reiJ« 
ing  certain  parti  of  which  he  is  enabled  to  fummon  to  his  aid  whatever 
daemons  or  fpirics  he  has  occalion  to  employ.  When  be  is  deprived  of 
his  book,  his  power  ccafes.  Our  author  might  have  obfervcd  this  cir- 
cumftance  much  infiiled  on  in  the  Orlando  Jnaamorato  of  Boyardo,  (of 
which,  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bowie  informs  me,  the  firft  three  Cantos  were 
translated  and  publiniedin  1598,)  and  alfoin  Harrington's  tranflation  of 
the  0 riartdo  Furiofof    1 5 9 1  • 

A  few  lines  fr*m  the  former  of  thcfc  works  may  prove  the  beft  ifl«- 
ilration  of  the  paflage  before  us. 

Angelica,  by  the  aid  of  Argalia,  having  bound  the  enchanter  Ma* 
lagigi, 

"  The  damfcl  fearcheth  forthwith  in  his  bread, 

«  And  there  the  damned  booke  ihe  (haigbtway  founde, 

«  Which  circles  ftrange  and  ihapes  of  fiendes  expreft } 

«  No  fooner  flie  fome  wordes  therein  did  found, 

«  And  opened  had  fome  damned  leaves  unbleft, 

«  But^iVf/iof  th'ayre,  earth,  fea,  came  out  of  hand, 

•<  Crymg  alowdc.  what  it*t  you  wcmmandr*    M alone. 

Sfe. 
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Su.  Mor.flcr»  1  wili  kii]  xhn  mzn:  his  daagkter  aadT 
will  be  king  -r.d  anecn;  (fzve  o-r  gr:u:e4 !)  aod  TricodD 
and  thyielf  Lludl  be  nce-roy: : — Dod  tfaoo  like  eke  plor, 
Trinculo  r 

yr/>.  Excellent. 

5/f.  Give  xne  thy  hind;  I  asi  fomr  I  brat  dbee:  bat, 
while  thr>J  liv'il,  ke?p  a  good  tnngiK  in  thy  beid. 

Cal,  Within  this  half  hour  will  he  be  ailccp; 
Wilt  thou  dcftroy  him  then? 

Sie.  Ay,  on  mine  honour. 

Jri.  This  will  I  tcil  my  xnader. 

Cal.  Thoumak'fl  me  mem-:   I  am  full  of  pleafnre; 
Let  us  be  jocund:  Will  you  troul  the  catch* 
Yott  taught  me  but  while-ere  ? 

Ste.  At  thy  requefi,  monfler,  I  will  do  reaioB,  any 
reafon:  Come  on,  Trinculo,  let  us  fing.  [Singt. 

¥hut  ^ern,  andjkout  Vw  ;  and  fk out  ^eftty  andfiout  '«•  ; 
^hfjuyht  ii  free, 

CaU  That'b  not  the  tune. 

[Ariel  plajs  the  tune  on  a  tahor  and  pipe  • 

Sfe.  Whr.t  is  this  fame? 

Tnn.  Tliis  is  the  tune  of  our  catch,  playM  by  the 
pifture  of  No-body  *. 

S/e,  If  thou  heed  a  man,  (l^.ew  thyfelf  in  thy  likenefs: 
if  thou  bccil  a  devil,  take't  as  thou  liil. 

7V/«.   O,  forgive  me  my  fins! 

Ste.  He  that  dies,  pays  all  debts:  I  defy  thee: — Mercy 
upon  us ! 

CaJ.    Art  thou  afeard  '  ? 

Ste,  No,  monller,   not  I. 

C\iL  Be  not  afeard;  the  ifle  is  full  of  noifes, 
Sound.'s  and  fwcet  airs,  that  give  delight,  and  hurt  not. 
Sometimes  a  thoufaiid  twangling  inftrumcnts 

*  — /^i<7y/;M  tro'.il  the  catch,]  To  troul  a  catch,  I  fuppofe,  jstodir* 
jnifs  it  t'ip/iry/y  frcr?  the  tannine,     Stefvins. 

9  7/'ii  11  tif  tunc  pf  our  ca(<hy  plafdhy  the  pifturp  of  No-body.]  A 
ridiculous  figure,  lomcrimcsreprffentcd  on  figns.  fVeJhoj a rd  for  Smelts^ 
a  booh  whirh  our  author  appears  to  have  icaJ,  was  printed  for  John 
Tiundlcin  Barl.ican,  at  theyi'(rft«'of  :hc  No  body.     Malone. 

*  '^  afeard  f]  Thus  the  old  copy.  To  affear^  u  an  obfolctc  verb  with 
the  fame  meaning  aa  to  affray*    Stixvxns* 

Will 
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Will  hum  about  mine  ears ;  and  fometime  voices. 

That,  if  I  then  had  wak'd  after  long  ileep» 

Will  make  me  fleep  again:  and  then^  in  dreaming. 

The  clouds,  methought,  would  open,  and  ftiew  riches 

Ready  to  drop  upon  me ;  that,  when  I  wak'd, 

I  cry'd  to  dream  again. 

Su,  This  will  prove  a  brave  kingdom  to  me,  where  I 
fhall  have  my  munck  for  nothing. 

Cal.  When  Profpero  is  deftroy'd. 

Ste.  That  Ihall  be  by  and  by  :  I  remember  the  Ilory. 

Trin.   The  found  is  going  away :  let's  follow  it. 
And  after  do  our  work. 

Ste.  Lead,  monfter;  we'll  follow,*^!  wou'd  I  could 
fee  this  taborer:  he  lays  it  on. 

Trin.  Wilt  come?  I'll  follow,  Stephano*.        [Exewtt. 

SCENE      III. 

Another  part  of  the  ijland. 

Mnfer  Alonso,  Sebastian,  Anthonio,  Gonzalo^ 
Adrian,    Fkaucisco^  and  Others. 

GoH.  By'r  lakin  ',  I  can  go  no  further.  Sir; 
My  old  bones  ache :  here's  a  maze  trod,  indeed. 
Through  forth-rights,  and  meanders !  by  your  patience, 
I  needs  mud  reil  me. 

j^Ion.  Old  lord,  I  cannot  blame  thee^ 
Who  am  myfelf  attach'd  with  wearinefs. 
To  the  dulling  of  my  fpirits :  fit  down,  and  reft. 
Even  here  I  will  put  off  my  hope,  and  keep  it 
No  longer  for  my  flatterer:  he  is  drown'd. 
Whom  thus  we  ftray  to  find ;  and  the  fea  mocks 
Our  fruftrate  fearch  on  land  :  Well,  let  him  go* 

ji/tt.  1  am  right  glad  that  he's  fo  out  of  hope. 

[J/ide  to  Sebaftian. 

»  H^lt  come  f  rUfolIoWy  Stepbano,]  The  words  ff^/t  come  arc,  I  be- 
lieve, addrelTed  to  Stephano,  who,  from  a  defire  to  fee  the  "  caborery^ 
lingers  behind.  H^illyou  come^  or  not  (fays  Trinculo]  ?  If  you  will  not^ 
Vil  foUfjVf  Caliban  without  you*     Ma  lone* 

3  By*r  /tfi^ifi)-.-]  !.  e.  'ihe  diminutive  only  of  our  lady,  i.  •• 
■ladykin.     Stibvxns* 

Vol.  L  F  D# 
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Do  not,  for  one  repoUe,  forego  the  pvpofe 
That  yon  rcfolv'd  to  effca. 

$e6.  The  next  advanuge 
Will  we  take  throaghl^. 

Jaf.  Let  ic  be  to-night ; 
For,  now  they  are  opprefs'd  with  travaO,  they 
WiU  not,  nor  cannot,  nfe  iuch  vigilance 
As  when  they  are  frelh. 

Se6,  I  fay,  to-night ;  no  more. 
Solemn  and  firange  mujuk%  ««^  ProTpero  «^rp/y  ittvifiUem 

Enter  frveral ftrange  Shafts  ^  kringimg  in  m  Smn^ngi;  ibif 

dance  abomt  it  nuith  gentle  aQions  BfJaJutaiinm  ;  tfW,  iw 

viting  the  king,  i^c,  to  eat,  they  depart, 

Alon.  What  harmony  is  this?  my  good  friends,  hizk! 

Con.  Man'elloos  Tweet  mufick ! 

Alon.  Give  us  kind  keepers,  heavens !  What  were  thefe? 

Seb,  A  living  drollery  ♦:  Now  I  will  believe. 
That  there  are  unicorns ;  that,  in  Arabia 
There  is  one  tree,  the  phccnix'  throne  * ;  one  phoenix 
At  this  hour  reigning  there. 

Ant.  I'll  believe  both  ; 
And  what  does  elfe  want  credit,  come  to  me. 
And  I'll  be  fworn  'tis  true :  Travellers  ne'er  did  lie. 
Though  fools  at  home  condemn  them. 

Gon,  If  in  Naples 
I  fhould  report  this  now,  would  they  believe  me  f 

4  A  living  drollery : — ]  i.  c.  A  drollery  not  reprefented  by  wooden 
IDachincs,  but  by  pcrfonages  who  are  alive.     Malone. 

Shows,  czWed  drolleries,  were  in  Shakfpeare^s  time  performed  by  pap« 
peti  only.  From  thefe  our  modern  drplh,  exhibited  at  fitirs,  &:c.  took 
their  name.     Stzevins. 

5  —  oae  tree,  the pbeerC  throntx* ;]  So  again,  in  one  of  Otti  autho«> 
Poems,  p.  732,  edit.  177S  : 

«  Let  the  bird  of  loudcft  lay, 
•*  On  the yt/(p  Arabian  tree,  &c."  Malone. 
For  this  idea  our  author  might  have  been  indebted  to  Phil.  Holland's 
Tranflation  of  FHny,  b.  Xill.  chap.  4.  "  1  myfelf  verily  have  hcari 
**  ftraunge  things  of  this  kind  of  tree  ;  and  namely  in  regard  of  the 
•*  bird  Phmnixj  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  that  name  of  thi« 
'<  date  tree  [called  in  Greek  <^»vi4']  ;  for  it  was  allured  unto  me, 
'<  that  the  faid  bird  died  with  that  tree^  and  reviTcd  of  it£:Ui  as  the  tref 
<<  fprung  again.*'    Stsevins«> 

JL  -'If 
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If  I  fhould  fay,  I  faw  fuch  iflanders  *,  ! 

(For,  certes  ^,  thefe  are  people  of  the  ifland,) 
Who,  though  they  are  of  monftrous  ihape,  yet,  note. 
Their  manners  arc  more  gentle,  kind,  than  of 
Our  human  generation  you  fhall  find 
Many,  nay,  almoft  any. 

Pro,  Honeft  lord. 
Thou  haft  faidwell;  for  fome  of  you  there  prefent 
Are  worfe  than  devils.  [jifi^ie, 

Alon.  I  cannot  too  much  mufe  •» 
Such  fhapes,  fuch  gefture,  and  fuch  found,  cxpreffing 
(Although  they  want  the  ufe  of  tongue)  a  kind 
Of  excellent  dumb  difcourfe. 

Pre.  Praife  in  departing  ^  ,  [Jfiiii. 

Fran,  They  vanifh'd  ftrangely. 

Sth.  No  n  Jtter,  fince 
They  have  left  their  viands  behind ;  for  we  have  flomachs.— 
Will't  pleafe  you  tafte  of  what  is  here? 

jiion.  Not  1. 

Gon.  Faith,  fir,  you  need  not  fear:  When  we  were  boys. 
Who  would  believe  that  there  were  mountaineers  *, 
Dew-lapp'd  like  bulls,  whofe  throats  had  hanging  at  *tm 
Wallets  of  flefti?  or  that  there  were  fuch  men, 
Whofe  heads  flood  in  their  breafls  *  ?  which  now  we  find, 

£ach 

6  ^ucb  iHanders,]  Tbe  old  copy  hat  ifiandt.  The  einendatioA 
was  made  by  the  editor  of  the  fecond  folio.     Malon  e. 

7  Forcertes/I  Crr/^s is  an obfolete  word,  fignifying  r<rf<7iif^.  StI£Y. 
s  mmmmufe,']  To  mafsy  in  ancient  language,  is  to  admire.  StietCi^I. 
9  Praijk  in  departing^  i.  e.  Do  not  praife  your  entertainment  too  (bon, 

left  you  mould  have  reafon  to  reCrad  your  commendation.     It  it  a  prover- 
bial faying.     Steevens. 

»  — r^or  tbert  were  mountaineers^  &c.]  Whoever  it  curious  to  know 
the  particulars  relating  to  thcfe  mountaineers  may  confult  Maundevi/Ws 
Travels,  printed  in  1503,  by  Wynken  de  Wordc  5  but  it  is  yet  a  knoWn 
truth  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Alps  have  been  long  accuftomM  to  Cuch 
excrefcences  or  tumours. 

^is  tumidum  guttur  miratur  in  JJfibus  t     Stzivbh S. 
*  ■    *meHt 

}ybofe  beads  flood  In  their  hreafisf]  Our  author  might  have  had 
this  intelligence  likewifc  from  the  tran/Iation  of  Ptiiiy,  B.  V.  chap.  8  : 
<*  The  Bkmmyi,  by  report,  have  ao  beards,  but  month  and  cies  both  in 
tbtir  breaftt/*    Stxzvins. 

F  »  «  Or 
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Each  puttcr-oat  on  five  for  one  ',  will  bring  us 
Good  warrant  of. 

JUft.  I  will  (land  to,  and  feed. 
Although  my  laft : — no  matter  fince  I  feel 
The  bcft  is  paft  : — Brother,  my  lord  the  duke. 
Stand  to,  and  do  as  we. 
Tbufiiier  and  lightning.     Enter  A%iEL, iiie  a  harfy  ♦  ;  clapi 

his  ijuings  upon  the  table,  and,  nvith  a  quaint  device^  the 

banquet  vanijbes, 

Ari.  You  arc  three  men  of  fin,  whom  deftiny 
(That  hath  to  infirument  this  lower  world  ^  And 

Or  he  might  have  had  it  from  Hackluyt^s  VcjagtSf  159S:  **  On  thac 
<(  branch  which  is  calledGMr^  are  a  nation  of  people,  whoiCe  heads  appear  not 
^  above  their  ihoulders.  They  are  reported  to  have  their  eyes  In  their 
»  ihoulders,  and  their  mouthx  in  the  middle  of  their  Ufeafts.**  Ma lok  e. 
)  Each  f  utter -out  oTifiyt  for  on^  &c.]  The  old  copy  reads— W*  five 
iot  one.  The  emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Theobald.  Perhaps  it 
ought  rather  to  be  corrc£lcd  by  only  tranfpofmg  the  words  :  "  Each  putter 
out  of  o^/cr /fi/«r—."  So,  in  the  Scogrge  0/ Fcliy,  by  John  Davies,  of 
Hereford,  crintcd  about  161 1 : 

«  Sir  Solus  ftraight  will  travel,  as  they  fay, 
**  And  gives  ontonefortbruy  when  home  comes  he.**  Malokx* 
The  ancient  cuilom  here  alluded  to  was  this.  In  this  age  of  travel* 
ling,  it  was  cudomary  for  thofe  who  engaged  in  long  expeditions  to 
place  out  a  fum  of  money,  on  condition  of  receiving  great  intereft  for  it  at 
their  return  home.  So  Puntarvolo  (it  is  Theobald's  quotation)  in  Ben 
Jonfon*8  Every  Man  out  of  bis  Humour:  "  I  do  intend,  this  year  of  ju» 
**  bilee  coming  on,  to  travel ;  and  (becaufe  I  will  not  altogether  go 
«  upon  expcncc)  1  am  dete:  rained  to  put  forth  fomtfve  thoufand  pound, 
«  to  be  paid  ma  five  for  one^  upon  the  return  of  my  wife,  myfelf,  and 
<*  my  dog,  from  the  Turk's  court  in  Conftantinople,*'     Steevens. 

It  appears  from  Moryfon's  Itinekaky,  1617,  Part  I.  p.  19S, 
that  <<  this  cuftom  of  giving  out  money  upon  thefe  adventures  was  firft 
ufed  in  court,  and  among  noblemen  ;""  and  that  fome  years  before  his 
book  was  publiOied,  *<  bankerouts,  ftage-players,  and  men  oi  bafe  con- 
dition  had  drawn  it  into  contempt,**  by  undertaking  journeys  merely 
for  gain  upon  their  return.     Ma  lone. 

4  Enter  Ariel,  like  a  harpy ,  &c.]  Milton's  Par,  Reg,  B.  II. 
."  with  that 
**  Both  table  and  provifions  vanifti'd  quite, 
**  With  found  of  harpies'  wings,  and  talons  heard.'* 
Atfuhitar  horrifico  lapfudemontibus  adfunt 
Harpy i^y  Gf  magnis  quatiunt  clangoribusa^t, 
Diripiuntque  dapes,     Virg.  iEn.  iii.      Stkevens. 
S  'Tb^ttatbtoinfirument  this  lower  world,  Sec]  i.e.   that  makes  ufe 

of 
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And  what  is  in't,)  the  never-furfeitcd  fca 
Hath  caufed  to  belch  up  ^  ;  and  oi|  this  ifland 
Where  man  doth  not  inhabit ;  you  *mongft  men 
Being  moft  unfit  to  live.     I  have  made  you  mad  ; 

[  J^^'ig  Alonfo,  Sebaftian,  i^c,  (dranv  tbtir  fiuordtm 
And  even  with  fuch  like  valour  men  hang  and  drown 
Their  proper  felves.     You  fools  !  I  and  my  fellows 
Are  minifters  of  fate ;  the  elements 
Of  whom  your  fwords  are  tempered,  may  as  well 
Wound  the  loud  winds,  or  with  bemock'd-at  ftabs 
Kill  the  ftill-clofing  waters,  as  diminiih 
One  dowle  that's  in  my  plume  ^  ;  my  fellow-minifters 
Are  like  invulnerable  :  if  you  could  hurt. 
Your  fwords  are  now  too  mafly  for  your  ftrengths. 
And  will  not  be  uplifted  :  But,  remember, 
(For  that's  my  bufmefs  to  you,)  that  you  three 
From  Milan  did  fupplant  good  Profpero ; 
Expos'd  unto  the  fea,  which  hath  requit  it. 
Him,  and  his  innocent  child :  for  which  foul  deed 
The  powers,  delaying,  not  forgetting,  have 
Incens'd  the  feas  and  (hores,  yea,  all  the  creatures, 
Againft  your  peace  :  Thee,  of  thy  fon,  Alonfo, 
They  have  bereft ;  and  do  pronounce  by  me. 
Lingering  perdition  (worfe  than  any  death 
Can  be  at  once,)  (hall  ftep  by  ftep  attend 
You,  and  your  ways  ;  whofe  wraths  to  guard  you  from 
(Which  here,  in  this  mod  defolate  ifle,  elfe  falls 
Upon  your  heads,)  is  nothing,  but  heart's  forrow. 
And  a  clear  life  enfuing*. 

Hi 

of  this  world,  and  every  thing  in  it,  as  its  tnjiruments,  to  bring  about  its 
ends.     Steevens* 

6  Hath  caufed  to  belch  up -A    The  old  copy  reads— to  belch  up^ojr. 
Correded  by  Mr.  Theobald.     Malon  e. 

7  One  dowle  tbati  in  my  plume  j]  Bailey,  in  his  Didionary,  fays  that 
dowle  is  a  feather,  or  rather  thefingle  particles  of  the  down.  Steevens. 

Cole,  in  his  Latin  Didt.  1670,  interprets  "  yoangi^ow/r'*  by  **  lanugo** 

The  old  copy  reads— in  my  f.Lm he.  Corrected  by  Mr.Rowe.   Malon  z« 

«>  is  nothingy  but  hearths  forrotVf 

And  a  clear  life  ertfuingT^    The   meaning,  which  is  fomewhat  ob- 

fcured  by  the  exprclTion,  isy'-^  miferable  fate,  which  nothing  butcontri* 

ti*n  and  amendment  of  life  can  avert*    M  a  l  0  m  z  • 

F  3  — f/«ir 
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Ht'^'anijhes  in  thunder:  then  to/pft  mujickt  utter  the  Shapa, 
again  y  and  dance  'with  mofj  and  motives  ^,  and  carry  out 

the  table. 

nU<Pro^  [Jfide.]  Bravely  the  fi^reof  this  harpy  haft  thov 

Performed,  my  Ariel ;  a  grace  it  had,  devouring; 

Of  my  iniirufkion  haft  thou  nothing  'bated, 

Jn  what  thou  hadft  to  fay:  fo,  with  good  life  ', 

And  obfervation  ftrange,  my  meaner  minifters 

Their  feveral  kinds  have  done :  my  high  charms  work^ 

And  thefe,  mine  enemies,  are  all  knit  up 

In  their  diftra£tions :  they  now  are  in  my  power ; 

Ana  in  thefe  fits  I  leave  them,  whilfl  I  vifit 

Young  Ferdinand,  (whom  they  fuppofr  is  drownM,) 

And  his  and  my  lov'd  darling.        [Exit  ? ko. /romahcue, 

Gon.  V  the  name  of  fomething  holy,  fir,  why  ftand  you 
In  this  ftrange  flare  ? 

j4/on.  O,  It  is  monftrous !  monflrous ! 
Methought,  the  billows  fpoke,  and  told  me  of  it; 
The  winds  did  fmg  it  to  me ;  and  the  thunder. 
That  deep  and  dreadful  organ-pipe,  pronounced 
The  name  of  Profper  ;  it  did  bais  my  trcfpafs  *. 
Therefore  my  fon  i*ih  the  ooze  is  bedded  ;  and 
1*11  fcek  him  deeper  than  e'er  plummet  founded. 
And  with  him  there  lie  mudded.  [Exit, 

SeS,  But  one  fiend  at  a  time, 

m-m^Uar ilfi'^^']   Pure,  blamclcfs.  innocent,     Johnson. 

So  in  Timon :  "  —roots,  yoa  clear  heavens."     Stebvfns. 

9  .^^w'ub  mops  f/r</mowes.]  So,  in  K.  Lear  :  **  -—and  Flibbertigibbet 
ei mopping  and  moiving,^^  To  mop  and  to  moiveiccms  to  have  the  lame 
meaning,   i.  e.  to  make  mouths  or  ^ry  faces.     Si  eevens. 

The  old  copy,  by  a  manifefl:  error  of  the  prefs,  reads — with  mocks.  Sec 

p.  73.  Penult. — <«  Will  be  herewith  wr^  and  mowe."     Maloke.  on 

■  I  ..^^vltb  f^ccd  Iife<,'\    Tf^ith  f^oodl'ifi  may  mean,  with  exaEl  frejentathm, 

9ftberfex.eraicharaclers,   'Ufitb  ohjenaticn  P range  of  their  particular  and 

diftlnft  parts.     So  we  fay,  he  a^cd  to  the  lift,     Joh  n  son. 

Life  fecms  to  be  ufed  in  the  chorus  to  the  fifth  adt  of  K,  Henry  V, 
with  fome  meaning  like  that  wanted  to  explain  the  approbation  of 
Profpcro : 

*•  Which  cannot  in  their  huge  and  proper  life 
**  Be  here  prefented."     St ee yens. 

^  — bafs  my  trejpafu'\  The  deep  pipe  told  it  me  in  a  rough  baft 
found.    Johnson* 

ru 
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I'll  figKt  their  legions  o'er. 

Ant.  I'll  be  thy  fecond.  [Exeunt  Seb.  and  Ant« 

Gon,    All  three  of  them  are  defperate ;  their  great  guilt. 
Like  poifon  given  to  work  a  great  time  after  S 
Now  'gins  to  bite  the  fpirits : — I  do  befeech  vou 
That  are  of  fuppler  joints,  follow  them  fwiftly. 
And  hinder  them  from  what  this  ccftafy  ♦ 
May  now  provoke  them  to. 

Mri,  Follow,  I  pray  you.  [Exeunt^ 


ACT    IV. 

Bf/ore  Profpcro's  Cell. 
Enter  Vkos?eko,  Ferdinand,  ^WMi^anda. 

Pro.  If  I  have  too  auftercly  punifh'd  you. 
Your  compenfation  makes  amends ;  for  I 
Have  given  you  here  a  third  of  mine  own  life  *, 
Or  that  for  which  I  live  ;  whom  once  again 
I  tender  to  thy  hand  :  all  thy  vexations 
Were  but  my  trials  of  thy  love,  and  thou 

Haft 

1  Like  pelfon  given  &c.]  The  natives  of  Africa  have  been  fuppofed  to 
be  ponefTcii  of  the  fecret  how  to  temper  poifons  with  fuch  art  at  not  t* 
operate  till  fcvcral  years  after  they  were  adminiflered,  and  were  then  at 
certain  in  their  cftedV,  as  they  were  fubtlc  in  their  preparation.  Stekveni, 

4  — th'u  ecftacy]  Ecfiacv  meant  not  anciently,  as  at  prefent,  raMurvift 
fltafure,  but  alienation  of  mind.  Mr.  Locke  has  not  inelegantly  iUled 
Jt  dnamitig  with  our  eyes  •pen.     Steevems. 

5  — a  third  of  mine  own  /ifet]  The  word  thread  was  formerly  ^t 
tbirdf   as  appears  from  the  following  pafTage : 

«  Long  maift  thou  live,  and  when  the  fifters  (hall  decree 
**  To  cut  in  twainc  the  twifted  third  of  life, 
"  Then  let  him  die,  &c.** 
Sttcomtdy  of  Mucedcrus,  1619.  (ignat.  c.  3.     HAwriNS. 

The  late  Mr.  Hawkins  has  properly  obferved  that  the  word  thread wmm 
anciently  fpelt  third.  The  following  quotation  ihould  feem  to  place  the 
meaning  beyond  all  difpute..  In  Acolafiusy  a  comedy,  1529,  is  this 
pafTage  :  "  —one  of  worldly  Hiame's  children,  of  his  countenaunce,  ind 
'<  THREDE  of  his  body.**     Steevens. 

Agzln,  in  Tancred  and  Gifmund,  a  tragedy,  1592,  Tancred,  fpeaking 
•f  hit  intention  to  kill  his  daughter,  fays, 

F  4  "Agalo^ 
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Haft  ftrangely  ftood  the  tcft  * :  here  afore  Heavci, 

I  ratify  this  my  rich  gift :  O  Ferdinand, 

Do  not  fmile  at  me,   that  I  boaft  her  off. 

For  thou  fhalt  find  (he  will  outftrip  all  praife. 

And  make  it  halt  behind  her. 

Fcr.  I  do  believe  it, 
Againft  an  oracle. 

Pro.  Then,  as  my  gift  ^,  and  thine  own  acquifition 
Worthily  purchas'd,  take  my  daughter  :  But 
If  thou  doll  break  her  virgin  knot  before 
All  fandimonious  ceremonies  ^  may 
With  full  and  holy  rite  be  minifter'd. 
No  fweet  afperfion  '  fliall  the  Heavens  let  fall 
To  make  this  contrail  grow  ;  but  barren  hate, 

**  Againft  all  law  of  kinde,  to  ihed  in  twalne 
**  The  golden  tircedc  that  dotb  us  both  maintain,^* 

Mr.  Toilet  was  of  opinion  that  **  a  rhird  of  my  own  life"  here  fig- 
nifies  afire  or  part  of  my  own  life  :  <«  Profpero  (he  adds)  coniiders  him- 
felf  as  the  ftock  or  parent  tree,  and  his  daughter  -^  fibre  or  pcrtUn  of  him- 
felf,  and  for  whofc  benefit  he  himfclf  lives.  In  this  fcnfc  the  word  is  ufcd 
in  Markham's  £fl|;/yy?>  Hufbar.dman,  edit.  1635,  p.  146."    Malon's. 

^  — ftrangely  ^ov^  tbeteji  ;]  Strangely  is  ufcd  by  way  of  commendatloHy 
mirveilleujementy  tc  a  ivondcr ;  the  Icnlc  is  t;hc  fame  in  the  foregoing  fccnc^ 
wi  th  objervation  Ji range.     Johnson. 

7  — wy  g*fi*]   ^b'  g"cft>  firfi  fciio,     Johnson. 

The  emendation  is  Mr.  Rowc's.  Guefte  and  GuiftCy  as  they  were 
anciently  written,  were  eafily  confounded.     Ma  lone. 

*  If  thou  deft  break  bcr  virgin  knot  before 

Jill fan£iimonious  ceremonies  ^c«]    1  his,   and   the  paffage  in  Perl* 
tUs,  Prince  of  Tyre, 

<*  Untide  I  ftill  zny  virgin  knot  will  kccpc," 
are  manifeft  allufions  to  the  zones  of  the  ancients,  which  were  worn 
as  guardians  of  chaftity  by  marriageable  young  women,  Puellse,  con- 
tra, nondum  viripotentes,  hujufmodi  zonis  non  utcbantur  :  quod  vi*> 
delicet  immaturis  vifgunculis  nullum,  aut  ccrte  minimum,  a  corrup- 
toribus  pcriculum  immineret:  quas  propterea  vocabant  afxnfy;,  nempc 
difcinBas.  There  is  a  paffage  in  Nonnus,  which  will  fufficicntJy 
illuftrate  Profpero's  cxpreflion. 

Ai^uif  aervX^roio  ^v>'dtnc^a  \vTaro  /^tJfrc 
^iiiofxt\n  va'Ka'fjit!,  /jt.r  irftjCSvov  otvO' iaff-rn.       Henley» 
9  No  fweet  afperfion  —  ]  /iff  erf  on  is  here  ufed  in  its  primitive  fenfe  of 
Jprinklmg,     At  prelcnt  it  is  cxprcflivc  only  of  calumny  and  dctraftion. 

St£;vxns. 

Sour- 
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Sour-eyM  difdain,  and  difcord,  (hall  beftrew 
The  union  of  your  bed  with  weeds  fo  loathly. 
That  you  Ihall  hate  it  both :  therefore,  take  heed. 
As  Hymen's  lamps  fhall  light  you. 

Fer.  As  I  hope 
For  quiet  days,  fair  iffue,  and  long  life. 
With  luch  love  as  'tis  now  ;  the  murkied  den. 
The  moil  opportune  place,  the  ftrong'ft  fuggeftiom 
Our  worfer  Genius  can,  fhall  never  melt 
Mine  honour  into  luft ;  to  take  away 
The  edge  of  that  day's  celebration. 
When  I  Ihall  think,  or  Phoebus*  ftceds  are  fbonderM, 
Or  night  kept  chain'd  below. 

Pro,  ^rly  fpoke : 
Sit  then,  and  talk  with  her,  fhe  is  thine  own.— 
What,  Ariel ;  my  induftrious  fervant  Ariel ! 

Enter  Ariel. 

ArL  What  would  my  potent  mailer  ?  here  I  am. 

Pro.  Thou  and  thy  meaner  fellows  your  laft  fcrvice 
Did  worthily  perform  ;  and  I  mufl  ufe  you 
In  fuch  another  trick  :  go,  bring  the  rabble  ', 
O'er  whom  I  give  thee  power,  here,  to  this  place: 
Incite  tliem  to  quick  motion  ;  for  I  muft 
Bellow  upon  the  eyes  of  this  young  couple 
Some  vanity  of  mine  art ;  it  is  my  promife. 
And  they  expeft  it  from  me. 

ArL  Prefently? 

Pro,  Ay,  with  a  twink. 

Art,  Before  you  can  fay,  Come^  and  go^ 
And  breathe  twice  ;  and  cry,  fo,  fo\ 
Each  one,  tripping  on  his  toe*. 
Will  be  here  with  mop  and  mowe  t 
Do  you  love  me,  mafter  ?  no. 

X  ~^tbe  rahllcy]  The  crew  of  meaner  fpirits.     Johnion* 
*  '  Come,  and  gOj— 

Each  oncj  tripping  on  bis  toe,"]  So  Milton : 

«<  Come,  and  trip  it  as  you  go 

«  On  the  light  fantaiUck  toe.**    Stzivens* 

Pr$. 
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Pro,  Dearly,  my  delicate  Ariel :  Do  not  Ipproach^ 
Till  thou  doft  hear  me  call. 

Jri.  Well,  I  conceive.  [Exit» 

Pro.  Look,  thou  be  true  ;  do  not  give  dalliance 
Too  much  the  rein ;  the  llrongeft  oaths  are  ftraw 
To  the  fire  i'the  blood :  be  more  abflemions. 
Or  elfe,  good  night,  your  vow ! 

Per.  I  warrant  you,  fir ; 
The  white  cold  virgin  fnow  upon  my  heart 
Abates  the  ardour  of  my  liver. 

Pro.  Well.— 
Now.come,  my  Ariel;  bring  a  corollary'. 
Rather  than  want  a  fpirit ;  appear,  and  pertly.— 
No  tongue  ♦;  all  eyes ;  be  filent.  iSc/t  mufick. 

A  Mafque.     Enter  Iris. 

Iris.  Ceres,  moll  bounteous  lady,  thy  rich  leas 
Of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  vetches,  oats,  and  peafc  ; 
Thy  turfy  mountains,  where  live  nibbling  fheep. 
And  flat  meads  thatch'd  with  ftovcr  S  them  to  keep  ; 
Thy  banks  with  pionied  and  twilled  brims  ^, 

Which 

3  ,^ring  a  coroltarytl  That  is,  bring  more  than  are  fufRcient,  rather 
than  fail  for  want  of  numbers.  Corollary  means  farj>/us»  Corchln^  Fr. 
Sec  Cot^avc*s  Diftionary.     Stekvens. 

4  No  tongue  j"]  Thofe  who  are  prefent  at  incantations  are  obliged  to 
be  ftridlly  filent ;  "  elfe,**  as  we  arc  afterwards  told,  "  the  ipell  it 
marred."     Johnson. 

5  — tbatcb'd  ivifh  ftovcr,]  EJicvers  is  generally  ufed  by  law  writers 
far  an  allowance  of  wood  to  be  taken  off  another  man*5  eftate.  In  this 
fenfe  Sir  William  Blackftone  fuppofes  it  to  be  derived  from  the  French 
word  eftcfer,  to  furnifh.  But  it  likewifc  fomctimes  figniAes  nouri/h- 
ment,  or  maintenance,  in  which  fcn{c  Cowcl  derives  it  from  iftoMver, 
lovere.— From  Cole's  Englifli  DIftionary  8vo.  1717,  it  appears  that  the 
word y^orrr  was  then  ufcd  in  Eflcx,  and  fignificd  "  fodder  for  cattle  }•* 
the  prccife  fenfe  wanted  here,  being  equally  applicable  to  the  preceding 
word  "  thatch*d,**  and  to  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  line.  It  probably 
bas  the  fame  fignification  in  Warwickshire.     Ma  lone, 

^  7hy  hLtnks  iv'irb  pionitdf  and  twilled  Ar/wj,]  The  old  edition  leads 
plotted  ind  twilled  brims,  which  gave  rife  to  Mr.  Holt*s  conjefture,  that 
the  poet  originally  wrote, 

^mmmmmwitb  f'toHtd  Mud  tillcd  br'tmu 

Speo/er 
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Which  fpungy  April  at  thy  heft  betrims, 

I'o  make  cold  nymphs  chafte  crowns ;    and  thy  broom 

groves  7, 
Whofe  (liadovk--  the  difmifled  bachelor  loves, 
Bfing  lafs-Ioni  *  ;  thy  pole-clipt  vineyard  ^; 
And  thy  fea-marge,  ilcril,  and  rocky-hard, 
Where  thou  thyfelf  doft  air:  The  queen  o'  the  fky, 
Whofe  watery  arch,  and  meiibngcr,  am  I, 
Bids  thee  leave  thcfe  ;  and  with  her  fovereign  grace. 
Here  on  this  grafs-plot,  in  this  very  place. 
To  come  and  Iport :  her  peacocks  fly  amain  ; 
Approach,  rich  Ceres,  her  to  entertain. 

E/t/er  Ceres. 

Cer.  Hail,  many-colour*d  mefTcnger,  that  ne'er 

Spcnfcr  anJ  the  author  of  Mit/ca/Tet  ebt- Turif  a  tragedy,  1610,  uie 
pmlng  for  digging.  \i  is  not,  therefore,  difficult  to  find  a  meaning  for  the 
word  as  It  ftandj,  in  the  old  copy ;  and  rcmv^ve  a  letter  from  tnv'ilUd^  and  tC 
leaves  us  tUhd,  I  am  yet,  however,  in  doubt  whether  we  ou^t  not  to 
read  IMled  brim^j  fi^r  Pllnyy  B.  XXVI,  ch.  x.  mentioos  the  wmter-rtlh 
as  a  prefcrvcr  of  chuflity. 

Jn  the  zoth  Jong  of  Drayton*!  Poljfilhlon,  the  Naiades  nre  reprcfented- 
fts  mak'n^  chaplrrs  with  all  the  tribe  of  aquatick  Auyvcrs  j  and  Mr.  Tol- 
ler informs  me  :I.ut  Lytc's  Herhal Czytf  *<  one  kind  oipeznieii  colled  by 
**  foine,  maiJeH  or  I'ir^'in  peonic," 

\i\  O'tid's  J^aniuet  of  Scnfcf  by  Chapman,  1595,  twill  pants  9Xt  tux^m 
meratcd  amoiiij  Fi«uvcrs, 

If^'iviil  be  the  ancient  name  of  any  flower,  the  prefent  readings  pit* 
uif^  and  r7t;<7/r^  may  unconirovertibly  (land.     Stkxvxns. 

Pionicd  is  the  emendation  of  Sir  Thomas  Hanmcr.     Malgki* 

7  ^.msr.d  thy  broom  groves j^  A  grove  of  Irooiftf  1  believe,  was  never 
heard  of,  us  it  is  a  low  (hrub,  and  not  a  tree.  Hanmer  reads  trowM 
groves.     S  T  F  K  7  E  N  s . 

Difa'^pointcd  lovers  arc  ^i\\  faid  to  wear  the  willow,  and  in  thcfe 
lines  IjK'jcm  graves  are  airi^ncd  to  that  unfortunate  tribe  for  a  retreat. 
This  may  nllu.le  to  lomc  oUl  cuftom.  We  Ibill  fay  that  a  hulband  taags  omi^ 
the  bry.m  wlicn  hi-;  wife  goes  from  home  for  a  ihort  time  ;  and  on  fuch 
occafions  a  brctftn  bcfom  has  been  exhibited,  as  a  fignal  that  the  houfe 
was  freed  I'rom  uxorial  reUr.iint,  and  where  the  mafter  might  be  confix. 
dered  as  a  temporary  baciieior.  Jirstm  grove  may  fignify  hreom  kufimm 
See  Gravj,  in  Cuwcl's  Law  D\(\,     Tollkt. 

^  Being  /.'/<-Inrn  ;]  i.  e.  Forfaken  of  his  mif^rcfs.     Stiivins. 

9  ^mmthy  pelf -dipt  wrtyardj]  To  €lip  is  to  twint  round  or  taibr^t^  Tlw 
polei  are  dipt  or  cofbrac«d  by  the  vines*     Stzxvxns. 

Doft 


} 
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Doft  difobcy  the  wife  of  Jupiter ; 

Who,  with  thy  faifron  wings»  upon  my  flowers 

Diffi^efl  honey  drops,  refreftiing  ftiowcrs ; 

i^nd  with  each  end  of  thy  blue  bow  doft  crown 

My  boflcy  acres  *,  and  my  unfhrubb'd  down. 

Rich  fcarf  to  my  proud  earth  ;  Why  hath  thy  queea 

Summon'd  me  hither,  to  this  ftiort-grafs'd  green  *? 

Iris.  A  con  trad  of  true  love  to  celebrate  ; 
And  fome  donation  freely  to  eftatc 
On  the  blefs'd  lovers. 

Cer,  Tell  me,  heavenly  bow. 
If  Venus,  or  her  fon,  as  thou  doft  know, 
po  now  attend  the  queen  ?  fince  they  did  ploti 
The  means,  that  dufky  Dis  my  daughter  got. 
Her  and  her  blind  boy's  fcandal'd  company 
I  have  fbrfworn. 

Iris.  Ofherfociety 
Be  not  afraid :  I  met  her  deity 
Cutting  the  clouds  towards  Paphos  ;  and  her  fon 
Dove-drawn  with  her  :  here  thought  they  to  have  done 
Some  wanton  charm  upon  this  man  and  maid, 
Whofe  vows  are,  that  no  bed-rite  (hall  be  paid 
Till  Hymen's  torch  be  lighted  :  but  in  vam  ; 
Marfcs  hot  minion  is  retum'd  again  ; 
Her  wafpifh-headed  fon  has  broke  his  arrows. 
Swears  he  will  fhoot  no  more,  but  play  with  fparrows. 
And  be  a  boy  right  out. 

Cer.  Higheft  queen  of  ftate. 
Great  Juno  comes ;  I  know  her  by  her  gait  '. 

"  My  boflcy  acres t]  Bofky  is  woody.     Bojquet^  Fr.    ^tezvens. 
»/jor/'-grafs'd  green  >\   The  old  copy  has— ihort-^r^^V.     The  omir« 
fion  of  the  fecond  *  was  probably  owing  to  the  carelclXncfs  of  the  tran- 
fcriber.     Ma  lone. 
I  Higbtji  queen  of  Jlatty 

Great  Juno  comes  5  /  know  ber  by  ber  gait."]     So,  in  tbe  Arraign* 
mmst  9/  Paris : 

"  Firft  ftatclic  Juno,  with  her  porte  and  grace.**     Steevens. 
Higheft  queen  cf  Jiate,]   Sir  John  Harrington  has  likcwifc  ufcd  this 
word  as  one  fyllable  : 

**  Thus  laid  the  by^,  and  then  there  did  cnfew— '*. 

Oriafuie  Fur,  B.  29.  Su  31.    Malokk. 

£nttr 
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Ettter  Juno. 
Jun.  How  docs  my  bounteous  fiftcr  ?  Go  with  me. 
To  blefs  this  twain,  that  they  may  profperous  be. 
And  honour'd  in  their  ifTue. 

SONG. 

Jun.  Honour,  riches,  marriage-blej/tng^ 
Long  continuance,  and  increafing^ 
Hourly  joys  be  fiill  upon  you  ! 
Junojings  her  bUJJings  on  you, 

Cer.    Earth* s  increafe,  and foifon  plenty^ \ 
Barns,  and  garners  ne*ver  empty ; 
Vines,  ivith  cluji^ring  bunches  gro<wingl 
Plants,  luith  goodly  burden  bo*wing  ; 
Spring  come  to  you,  at  the  fartheft. 
In  the  'very  end  of  har-vejl  I 
Scarcity,  and  <w ant , /ball  Jbun  you  i 
Ceres*  blejjingfo  is  on  you. 

Fer,  This  is  a  moft  majeftick  vifion,  and 
Harmonious  charmingly ' :  May  I  be  bold 
To  think  thefe  fpirits  ? 

Pro,  Spirits,  which  by  mine  art 
I  have  from  their  confines  call'd  to  ena& 
My  prclent  fancies. 

Fer,  Let  me  live  here  ever ; 
So  rare  a  wonder' d  father,  and  a  wife. 
Make  this  place  paradife. 

Juno  and  Ceres  ivhi/per,  ahd  fend  Iris  on  employment. 

Pro,  Sweet  now,  filence  : 
Juno  and  Ceres  whifper  ferioufly ; 
There's  fomething  elfe  to  do :  hufh,  and  be  mute, 

4  Earth's  tncreafe,  zndfoif on  plenty  j  &c.]  Thcfe,  as  well  as  the  forego- 
ing lines,  arc  in  the  old  copy  given  to  Juno.  Mr.  Theobald  made  the 
alteration,  ylnd  is  not  in  that  copy.  It  was  added  by  the  editor  of  the 
fecond  folio.  Eartli's  increafe,  is  thcfrcduce  of  the  earth.  The  exprefiion 
is  fcriptural  :  "  Then  (hall  the  earth  bring  forth  her  increafe^  and  God, 
even  our  God,  fhall  give  us  his  blelfing.**     Psalm  67.     Malonk. 

hoif'jR plenty  is  plenty  to  the  utmoft  abundance.  See  p.  40.  n.  6.  Stz« 

5  Harmonious  charmingly  :]  i.  e.  charmingly  hannonioui,  A  ISmilar 
IJiTerfion  occurs  in  A  Midfummer  Night* s  Dream  : 

'<  But  mijerahle  moft  to  live  unloved.'*    Malon t« 

Or 
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W;:^i  vr;ur  :'ii?-  -  irrrvi:,  mi  eT*--Eir:3le-j  locks 

A  ccr.:.i.i:  »'-f  :r-:i  : /.e  ;  z^  zct  coo  lire. 

Yot  Tiir.  -  '*  -  rr. '  cf  :i  ck  I  cm  •n ,  of  A  -r-:''  ^^^arv « 
Cams  h::>.sr  frr-m  :h»  f-rrow,  and  cc  rnerrv  ; 
Make  h.oly-diy :  yo ir  r.c-feraw hat?  pu:  or , 
And  thtfe  frcth  r.yniphj  enc^uaier  c/crj-  one 
In  coantrv  focring.  ' 

Inter  f f r * '?  •  •:  ^^  «/  f  ?"- ,  /  rc^ ^r/.  ha:  :ti.i  :  tciy  jfin  ivh  h  'the 
nymph:  ;»f  a  yni-'jA  aan:c  \  :y.-j.irji  :  hi  en  J  ijv£re:f 
Prof^'J r  .  J?rr: ;  j't :ldifilj ,  fi/'- ,; ; c.i : i  ;  ti/r ;r  vi:hi:h^  ia  a 
Jiran-^/t  h'^lh-jj,  and  cifu/iJ  rc:/:,  r:ey  heavily  ^UKtjhm 

Pro .  I  h  id  fo .'  ;'^/.  t  h  - 1  fou  I  c o r* : p  i  rac\"  [  AnJi, 

Of  the  Le-.jl  C'i:i:;a;.,  and  his  con  ;ed  crate  5, 
Againft  my  lif*: ;  the  minute  of  their  plot 
Is  aJmofl  cone.     \to  ir::jpiy:::.'\   Well  done  ;  avoid  ;  no 
more. 

Per,  Tiii  J  \\  ftranjje  :  yoar  fadier'i  in  fomc  pafixon, 
Th  a t  wor k ,  h  i  m  ll ron  [» 1  y . 

Mtra.  Never  till  this  day. 
Saw  I  liim  touch'd  with  an^,cr  fo  diftcmper'd. 

Pro,  Yc»u  do  ](^kj  mv  {on,  in  a  myv^dfort, 
Ao  if  you  were  difmay'd  :  be  chcarful,  fir: 
Our  revels  now  are  ended  :  thcic  our  adkors, 

6  •.-wiin'I'rin*'.  /tr'Mtf]  The  olii  copy  rca.Js— w<;;^rinj,  CorrcCtcd  by 
Mr.  Srrcvi  ii-».     MAi.f»Nf.. 

/  Lta^'e  >■'//#;•«  flip  rf  .innelt,]  Cri't?i  i.  c.  curlirgy  nv'ind'ing.  Lat. 
erifp»t,  No  in  //*«.  /A',  Part  J.  act  1.  fc.  iv.  Hotij'ur,  fpeaking  of 
the  river  Jicvii:  : 

«*  Ai'd  iiiii  Iili  er'-fped  licad  ia  the  haJlnw  bank." 
Vrifp^  ht,'M-\cr,  in.iy  .•llutlA  tn  the  little  wave  or  cur/ (as  it  Is  com- 
monly called)  thu*.  tlie  ^entleft  wind  occAlions  on  the  furface  of  waters. 

Stiivens. 
As 


TEMPEST.  79 

As  I  foretold  you,  were  all  fpirits,  and 
Are  melted  into  air,  into  thin  air  : 
And,  like  the  bafelefs  fabrick  of  this  vifion  ', 
The  cloud-capt  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces^ 
The  folemn  temples,  the  great  globe  itfelf. 
Yea,  all  which  it  inherit  •,  fhall  diflblvc  ; 
And,  like  this  infubftantial  pageant  faded^  * 

Leave 

»  And,  like  the  bafelefs  fabrick  tf  this  vlfion^  &c.]  The  txz€t  period 
^t  which  this  play  was  produced  is  unknown  :  It  was  not,  however, 
publiihed  before  1623.  In  the  year  1603,  the  Tragedy  of  Darius^  by 
Lord  Sterline,  made  its  appearance,  and  there  I  ftnd  the  following 
paiTugc : 

«<  Let  greatncfs  of  her  glafTy  fceptcrs  vaunt, 
^  "  Notfcepters,  no,  but  reeds,  foon  bruis*d,  foon  broken  j 

«  And  let  this  worldly  pomp  our  wits  enchant, 

«  All  fades,  and  fcarcely  leaves  behind  a  token* 
«  Thofe  golden  palaces,  thofe  gorgeous  halls, 

"  With  furniture  fupcrfluoufly  fair, 
««  Thofe  ftatcly  courts,  thofe /ky- encountering  wtUs, 
*'  Evanifh  all  like  vapours  in  the  air.** 
Lord  Sterlinc's  play  mufl  have  been  written  before  the  death  of  queen 
Elizaletl?,  (which  happened  on  thp  24th  of  March  1603]  as  it  is  dcdi«> 
cated  to  yames  VI,  Kia£  of  Scots* 

Whoever  ihould  feck  Tor  this  paflfage  (as  here  quoted  from  the  4to» 
1603}  in  (he  folio  edition,  1637,  wUl  be  difappointed,  as  Lord  Scerline 
made  coniiderable  changes  in  all  his  plays,  after  their  firft  publication* 

Stxevens. 
f  — all  which  it  inherit, t  i*  c.  all  who  poflefs,  who  dwell  upon  it« 
So,  in  the  Two  Gentlemen  tf  Verona  : 

"  This,  or  elfc  nothing,  will  inherit  her."  Ma  lone. 
■  And,  like  this  infubfiantial^iigtznt  faded,]  Faded  mt»as  htlt'-^VH 
ii)gvaninicd;  from  the  Latin,  vado,  SOf  in  Hamlet: 
*'  It  fadtd  on  the  crowing  of  the  cock.*' 
To  feel  the  j  ullice  of  this  comparifon,  and  the  propriety  of  the  epithet^ 
the  nature  of  thcfc  exhibitions  ihould  be  remembered.  The  ancient 
EngliA  pageants  were  fhows  exhibited  on  the  reception  of  a  prince,  or 
any  other  lolemnity  of  a  fimiiar  kind.  They  were  prefented  on  occa- 
fional  ftages  credcd  in  the  Ibrcets.  Originally  they  appear  to  have  been 
nothing  more  than  dumb  (hows ;  but  before  the  time  of  our  author,  they 
had  been  enlivened  by  the  introdudion  of  fpeaking  perfonages,  who  were 
chara^eriftically  habited.  The  fpeechcs  werefometimes  in  verfc  )  and  as 
the  proccflion  moved  forward,  the  fpeakcrs,  who  conilantly  bore  fome 
allufion  to  the  ceremony,  either  converfed  together  in  the  form  of  a  dia- 
logue, or  addrefled  the  noble  perfon  whofe  prefence  occafioned  the  cele- 
brity. Gn  thefc  allegorical  fpcflacles  very  coftly  ornaments  were  be- 
ftowcd.     See  Fabian,  11.  38a-  Warton*8  Hiji.  of  Poet,  lU  199*  202. 

The 
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Leave  not  a  rack  behind  *:  We  are  loch  fciff 

A  J  dreaxxii  arc  nia  f  £  oa  • ,  ar.d  oar  litdi  lifie 

1%  rounded  wi^i  a  :l«p. — SL-,  1  am  Tcx'd  ; 

Bear  wich  xa/  weak.-e^'i ;  zny  old  brain  ii  croobled. 

Be  not  dilkarb'd  wiih  my  inhrmiry  : 

If  thou  be  p!cas*d,  retire  ir.io  my  cell. 

And  there  repoTc ;  a  tarn  or  two  I'li  walk. 

To  ^1  £n/  beating  siiad. 

Fgr. 

Tite  «:iI-kno7rn  lines  btfsre  n;  7.27  rcc::Te  (Ime  HTTiftn^oa  Ina 
SCMr<»*t  3^c/>nr.tof  the  pageants  cxliblt^i  L-.  the  \sir  1604,  (fi^  very 
long  bffoT?  thit  pTa?  vtai  written,',    on  King  Jaoiefy  his  Q^^ea  &c. 

yaAngtr'.jmphanijy  from  the  Tovsr  to  Weila'rn^er ;  on  valcb  oc- 
cafion  feren  Cztc*  or  Archei  vr*:  ers<ied  In  d:3er*ttt  places  ciiraQ§a 
which  th»  pTOceflJon  partJ. — Ov-r  t'-.e  fL-ft  ^ate  "  was  reprefsaced  the 
<«  to^  !ik»r.*fs  of  all  the  noLacIe  ho-fes,  Towzta  aodileeplesy  withia 

««  thecitii  of  Lor.-f-.n/' "  Th-  fiir  arch-  or  gate  of  trromph  wm 

*«  erf^.*ri  *:,,-*':  th*  C',r.i/it  in  F:ic:5-S:r-tte,  whirc^n  the  Globe 
•*  of  t:i".  V, '/.'.d  -al: r^-n  to  move,  icc»  Ac  T--npI;-bar  a  fejveadti  axcbe 
«*  orga*.':  A.;-.»f-^ri,  tl.:  fortfront  whrrcofwas  proportioneJ  in  trexj 
**  rcfpr-^t  lii:c  aTr.MpLr.,  b::ng  ocdI:-tcd  to  Janua,  &c. — The  citie 
«<  of  Wcflxlnftcr,  -r.id.tchyof  Lan^iiilcr,  at  the  Strand  hai  eredcd 
•<  the  Inv-.Tion  of  a  P.iinb->A',  the  moonc,  funne,  and  liarresy  ad- 
<*  Vince4  bctv.cra  t.vo  P^ramlde^,  &c."  Annals,  p.  1429,  edit. 
1605-     MALOi:r.. 

*  Lcat'e  ffif  a  rark  lth\r.d {^  "Rac^  is  gfncr.i!!/  uffJ  by  our  ancient 
writers  for  a  ^'</>-  ',f  <l',udi  failing  sbng  ;  ^^r  ri:hrr  for  ihccourfe  cf  the 
tUudt  'U'ht.n  in  mr.'.n.  So,  in  Ar.t.r.y  and  Ci-  fatra  : 

"  Thit  v.hirri  i:  no-jv  a  horfe,  even  with  a  thought 
**  '1  lie  rwk  'lilii.Tins." 
But  no  inft.ince  hai  yet  been  produced,  where  it  is  ufcd  to  Hgnify  a 
JFwjjA'  frraU  Jteetinz  rhud,  in  which  fcnffi  only  it  can  be  figuratively  ap- 
plied here.    ]  indinr,  therefore,  to  Sir  Tho.-nas  Hanmcr's  emendation^ 
though  I  hav-  not  dirturLcd  the  txt.     Mai.c.nk, 

Sir  T.  H.   inflcad  of  rack,  f.x^i  track,  which  may  be  fupportcd  by 
the  fojlowlnii  pafV^igc  in  the  firftfccnc  ofTimcn  of  Aliens  : 
"  Bur  t]\vs  ;ui  rri-^l".  fl'j^ht,  bold,  and  forth  on, 
<*  Lcavirp  ro  tr.ifl  behind.*^     Ste  EVENS. 
J  — ;;'r  arefurh  JIujT 

A\  «lrp-?m ,  Off  tr.,xdt  '^n,]  I  would  willingly  pcfuade  myfelf,  that 
this  viilj'.arifm  wa»  introduced  by  the  tranfcriber,  and  that  Shdkfpcarc 
wrotf— ii.JuI"  «/".  But  I  fear  other  inftanccs  arc  to  be  found  in  thcfe 
phys  of  this  unjuflifiublc  phrafcology,  and  therefore  have  not difturbed 
the  text. 

The  ftanza  which  immediatly  precedes  the  lines  quoted  by  Mr.  Stee- 
vrnb  U^iw.  Lord  Sterlmc's  Darlys,  may  feivc  (Ull  further  to  confirm  the 

con- 
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Fer>  Mira.  We  wi(h  your  peace.  [Exeunt* 

Pro.    Come  with  a  thought: — ^I  thank  thee:— Ariel, 
come. 

Entir  Ariel. 

Jrt*  Thy  thoughts  I  cleave  to  ♦ :  What's  thy  pleafure  ? 

Pro,  Spirit, 
We  muft  prepare  to  meet  with  Caliban  *. 

Art.    Ay,  my  commander  :  when  I  prefented  Ceres, 
I  thought  to  have  told  thee  of  it ;  but  I  fear'd 
Left  I  might  anger  thee. 

Pro.  Say  again,  where  didft  thou  leave  thefc  varlcts? 

Art.  I  told  you,  fir,  they  were  red-hot  with  drinking ; 
So  full  of  valour,  that  they  fmote  the  air 
Por  breathing  in  their  faces  ;  beat  the  ground 
For  kiffing  of  their  feet  :  yet  always  bending 


aeir  ears, 
•  eye -lids,  litted  up  thei  r  nofes 
As  they  fmelt  mufick  ;  fo  I  charm'd  their  ears. 
That,  calf-like,  they  my  lowing  followed,  through 
Tooth'd  briers,  fharp  furzes,  pricking  gofs  *,  and  thorns. 
Which  enter'd  their  frail  fliins :  at  laft  I  left  them 
F  the  filthy  mantled  pool  beyond  your  cell. 
There  dancing  up  to  the  chins,  that  the  foul  lake 
O'er  fhink  their  feet. 

Pro. 

conje£hire  that  one  of  thefe  poets  imitated  the  other.     Our  author  was, 
Ibdieve,  the  imitator : 

«  And  when  the  eclipfe  comes  of  our  gIory*s  light, 

**  Then  what  avails  the  adoring  of  a  name  ? 
«<  A  meer  illufion  made  to  mock  tbefighty 

«<  Whofc  heft  was  but  the  fliadow  of  a  dream,'"'     MaloKX. 

4  thy  thoughts  J  cleave  to  :]  To  ckave  to  is  to  unite  with  clofefy.  Sof 
In  Macbeth : 

«  Like  our  ftrange  garments,  cleave  not  to  their  mould.** 
Again:  «  If  you  (Iiall  cleave  to  my  confent.**    Stckvens. 

5  .-^0  meet  with  Cahhan,']  To  meet  with  is  to  counteraSf  ;  to  play 
firatagem  againft  (Iratagem.     Johnson. 

^^^ricking  gofs,]  I  know  not  how  Shakfpeare  diftinguiflied  £•/« 
frQmfMr»e\  tor  what  he  calls  furze,  is  called  grfs  Qt  gorfe  in  th* 
Biidland  counties.    Stzevxns* 

Vol.  I.  O  By 
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Fro.  This  was  well  done,  my  bird : 

Thy  fhape  inviiible  retain  thou  fUll : 

The  trumpery  in  my  houfe,  go,  bring  it  hither^ 

For  ftale  to  catch  thefe  thieves  7, 

Ar'u  I  go,  I  go,  C^^'d 

Fro.  A  devil,  a  bom  devil,  on  whofe  nature 

Nurture  can  never  flick  * ;  on  whom  my  pains. 

Humanely  taken,  all,  all  loft  ^,  quite  loft; 

And  as,  with  age,  his  body  uglier  grows. 

So  his  mind  cankers  ':  I  will  plague  them  aB, 

Re-enter  AviizL,  loaden  ^itb gUftering appar§U  &•» 
Even  to  roaring  :— *Come,  hang  them  oa  this  liao*. 
pROSPBRO  a»^  Ariel  remain  in'vifihh.     Enter  Ck'Lx^ 

BAN,    StEPHANO,    ^7/r//TRINCUL0,    otl^JHtt. 

Cal,  Pray  you,  tread  fbftly,  that  the  blind  mole  may  aot 
Hear  a  foot  fall '  :  we  now  are  near  his  c^ll. 

Ste,  Monftcr,  your  fairy,  which,  you  fay,  is  a  SajSN 

By  the  latter,  Shakfpeare  means  the  low  fort  of  gorje  that  only 
grows  upon  wet  ground,  and  which  is  well  de(cribed  by  die  name  of 
Vfbins  in  Markham's  Fartsvell  to  Hujhandry.  It  has  prickle*  like 
thofe  on  a  rofe-tree  or  a  goofeberry.     Toll  it* 

7  Far  dale  to  catch  thefe  thuves."}  Stale  is  a  word  mfowlmg^  and  if 
ufed  to  mean  a  bait  or  decoy  to  catch  birds.     Steevins. 

*  Nurture  ran  never  flick ',]  Nurture  is  education,     Stbeyens. 

9— -all,  ail  lofif]  T}>€  firft  of  thefe  words  was  probably  introduced 
by  the  careleirncfs  of  the  tranfcribcr  or  compofitor,  Wc  might  fafely 
read,^-^re all  loft.     Malone. 

1  And  aSf  %oirh  age,  his  body  ugfter  growSf 

So  his  mind  cankers  :j  Shakfprare,  when  he  wrote  tbis  deiieripCion^ 
perhaps  recolled)«d  what  his  patron's  moft  intimate  friend*  the  great 
lord  £Oex,  in  an  hour  of  difcontent,  faid  of  queen  Elizabeth  j  '*  that 
file  grevj  old  and  canker  d,  and  that  her  mind  viat  becomt  as  crooked  at 
her  carcafe  ;"'■— a  fpeech,  which,  according  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
coft  him  his  head,  and  which,  we  may  therefore  fuppofe,  was  at  that 
time  much  talked  of.  This  play  being  written  in  the  time  of  Kin^ 
James,  thefe  obnoxious  words  might  be  fafely  repeated.     Maloi^k* 

2  —-hang  them  on  this  line.]  The  old  copy  reads— haog  on  tbmu 
Corre^ed  by  Mr.  Rowe.     Malone. 

I  •—  that  the  blind  mole  may  not 

Hear  a  foot  fall  i\  This  quality  of  hearing,  which  the  mole  is 
fitppofed  to  poHefs  in  fo  high  a  degree,  i»  mcQtioued  in  Ei/fhutt, 
quarto,  1581^  p.  64.    RiiD. 

left 
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Icfs  fairy,   has  done  little  better  than  playM  the  Jack 
t/hh  us  ♦. 

Trift.  Monfter,  I  do  fmell  all  horfe-prfs ;  at  which  my 
nofe  is  in  great  indignation. 

8te.  So  is  mine.  Do  yon  hear,  monfter  ?  If  I  fhould 
take  a  difpleafure  againll  yon ;  look  you, — 

Tn'ft.  Thou  wert  but  a  lofl  monfter. 

CaL  Good,  my  lord,  give  me  thy  favour  ftill : 
Be  patient,  for  theorize  I'll  bring  thee  to 
"Shall  hood-wink  this  mifchance  :  therefore,  (peak  foftly ; 
All's  huih'd  as  midnight  yet. 

Trh,  Ay,  but  to  lole  our  bottles  in  the  pool, — 

Ste.  There  is  not  only  difgrace  and  diflionour  in  that,, 
monfter,  but  an  infinite  lofs. 

Trift,  That's  more  to  me  than  my  wetting  :  y^t  this 
U  your  harmlefs  fairy,  monfter. 

Ste,  1  will  fetch  off  my  bottle,  though  1  be  o*er  eari 
for  my  labour. 

CaL  Pr'ythee,  my  king,  be  quie^ :  See'ft  thou  herd. 
This  is  the  mouth  o'  the  cell :  no  noife,  and  enter  : 
Do  that  good  mifchief,  which  miay  make  this  ifland 
Thine  own  for  ever,  and  I,  thy  Caliban, 
For  aye  thy  foot-licker. 

Su,  Give  me  thy  hand :  I  do  begin  to  have  bloody 
thoughts. 

Trin.  O  king  Stephano!  Opeer  !  O  worthy  Stephaho  ! 
look,  what  a  wardrobe  here  is  for  thee  '! 

Cal,  Let  it  alone,  thou  fool ;  it  is  but  trafh. 

Tn'tt.  Oh,  ho,  monfter ;  we  know  what  belongs  to  a 

4  — ^tfi  done  little  better  than  plafd  the  JaCk  vi'ith  vs.]  i.  e.  Ht 
bas played  'Jack  to'itba  lantern\  has  led  us  about  like  an  ignis JatMutp 
ky  which  travellers  arc  decoyed  into  the  mire,     Joh^json. 

^  0  king  Stephano  !  0  peer  I  0  wort  by  Stephano  !  lookf  wbM  A 
v>ardrobe  here  is  for  thet  l\  The  humour  oi  thefc  linei  confifts  in 
their  being  an  alluHon  to  an  old  celebrated  ballad,  which  begfni 
thus :  King  Stephen  nuas  a  worthy  peer^^knd  celebrates  that  king's 
pariimony  with  regard  to  his  wardrobe.— There  are  two  ftanzas  of  £it 
ballad  in  Othello,     Wakburton. 

The  old  ballad  is  printed  at  large  la  Thi  RtTiqua  ef  AncHWi  Pttttf^ 

vol.   i.   PiRCY. 

G  2  frippery; 
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frippery^  : — O  king  Stephano  ! 

Ste,  Put  ofF  that  gown,  Trinculo ;  by  this  hand,  I'll 
have  that  gown. 

Trin.  Thy  grace  ftiall  have  it. 

CaL  The  dropfy  drown  this  fool !  what  do  you  mean^ 
To  doat  thus  on  fuch  luggaee  ?  Let  it  alone '', 
And  do  the  murther  firft  :  if  he  awake. 
From  toe  to  crown  he'll  £11  our  (kins  with  pinches  ; 
Make  us  flrange  (hiffl 

Ste.  Be  you  quiet,  monfter. — Miflrefs  line,  is  not  thif 
my  jerkin?  Now  is  the  jerkin  under  the  line':  now, 
jerkin,  you  are  like  to  lofe  your  hair  ',  and  prove  a  bald 
jerkin. 

Trin.  Do,  do :  We  fteal  by  line  and  level,  and't  like 
your  grace. 

Ste.  I  thank  thee  for  that  jell ;  here's  a  garment  for't: 
wit  fhall  not  go  unrewarded,  while  I  am  king  of  this 
country :  Steal  by  line  and  level  is  an  excellent  pafs  of 
pate  ;  there's  another  garment  for't. 

Trin,  Monfter,  come,  put  fome  lime*  upon  your  fin« 
gers,  and  awav  with  the  reft. 

CaL  I  will  have  none  on't :  we  fhall  lofe  our  time, 

*  -— wr  kncv)  wbat  belongs  to  a  fripptry  j]  A  frippery  was  a  /hop 
ivhere  old  cloaths  were  fold.  Fripperies  Fr.  The  perfon  who  kept 
oncof  thefe  /hops  was  called  2  f ripper,  Strype,  in  the  life  of  Stowe, 
fays,  that  th^hf rippers  lived  in  Birchin-lanc  and  CornhlU.  Stxxvxms. 

7  Let  /■/  alone,]  The  old  copy  reads— Lct'x  alone.  For  the  emcA* 
dation  the  prcfent  editor  is  anfwerable.  Caliban  had  ufed  the  Came 
cxpreflion  before—Mr.  Theobald  reads— Let's  along,     Malone. 

8  ^^r.dcr  the  linet  &c.]  An  allution  to  what  often  happens  to 
people  who  pafs  the  line.  The  violent  fevers,  which  they  contra^  in 
that  hot  climate,  make  them  lofe  their  hair.     Edwards*  MSS. 

Perhaps  the  allufion  is  to  a  more  indelicate  difeafe  than  any  pe- 
culiar to  the  cquinoxial.  Shakfpeare  feems  to  defign  an  equivoque 
between  the  equinoxial  and  the  girdle  of  a  woman.     Stxxvkns* 

9  Nov)f  jerkin,  you  are  like  to  lofe  your  hair]  Jerkins  made  of  goat^* 
ikins  feem  to  have  been  part  of  the  wardrobe  of  the  theatres  in  our 
luthor^s  time.  [See  a  note  on  the  Hunter's  Talc,  Aft  IV.  fc.  iii.]  How- 
ever,  as  the  apparel  brought  in  by  Ariel  is  defcribed  as  fplendid  and 
gliftering,  the  garments  here  fpoken  of  were  probably  ornamented  wth 
tinfel,'or  gilt  leather,    and  hung  upon  a  i^jir-line.     Maloni* 

■  '^utfome  iimi,  Scc.l  That  is,  blrdTimt.    JoHNSOif. 

And 
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And  all  be  turn'd  to  barnacles,  or  to  apes  * 
With  foreheads  villainous  low^. 

Ste,  Monfter,  lav  to  your  fingers;  help  to  bear  this 
away,  where  my  hogihead  of  wine  is,  or  I'll  turn  you 
out  of  my  kingdom :  go  to,  carry  this. 

Trin,  And  this. 

Ste.  Ay,  and  this. 
^  noi/e  of  hunters  heard  ^*     Enter  di<vers  Spirits,  in&ape  of 

hounds,  and  bunt  them  about ;  Profpcro  and  Ariel  fetting 

them  on. 

Pro,  Hey,  Mountain,  hey ! 

jlri.  Sil-verf  there  it  goes.  Silver/ 

Fro.  Fury^  Fury!  there.  Tyrant,  there!  hark,  hark! 
[Cal.  Ste.  andTRiK,  are  dri*ven  out* 
Go,  charge  my  goblins  that  they  grind  their  joints 
With  dry  convuliions ;  fhorten  up  their  finews 
With  aged  cramps ;  and  more  pinch-fpotted  make  them^ 
Than  pard,  or  cat  o'  mountain. 

jiri.  Hark,  they  roar. 

Pro.  Let  them  be  hunted  foundly :  At  this  hour 
Lie  at  my  mercy  all  mine  enemies : 
Shortly  fhall  all  my  labours  end,  and  thou 
Shalt  have  the  air  at  freedom :  for  a  little. 
Follow,  and  do  me  fervice.  [Exeunt^ 

*  mmmto  bamacUs,  or  to  afesj  Skinner  fays  barnacle  Is  Anfer  Scoticust 
The  barnacle  is  a  kind  of  ihell-fi(h  growing  on  the  bottoms  of  Hiips, 
and  which  was  anciently  fuppofed,  when  broken  oft',  to  become  one 
of  ihcfe  gecfe.     Collins. 

1  PFitb  foreheads  villainous  low,'}  Low  fs>rebeads  were  anciently 
reckoned  among  deformities.     Steevzns. 

This  opinion  was  perhaps  peculiar  to  the  age  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  to  England,  whofe  cuftoms  and  faihions  Shakfpeare  gave  to  every 
country,  and  to  all  times.  In  his  Antony  and  Cleopatra  he  makes  a 
mefTenger  allure  the  Egyptian  Queen,  that  the  forehead  of  her  rival 
Odavi^  was  <<  as  low^s  (he  could  wi(h  it.**     Malone. 

4  A  noife  of  hunters  heard."]  Shakfpeare  might  have  had  in  view 
**  Arthur's  Chace^  which  many  believe  to  be  in  France,  faying 
that  it  is  a  kennel  of  black  dogs,  followed  by  unknown  huntfmen, 
with  an  exceeding  great  found  of  horns,  as  if  it  were  a  very  hunting 
of  fome  wild  bcaft.''  See  a  Treatife  cf  SpeSins  tranflated  from  the 
French  of  Peter  de  Loier,  and  publimed  in  quarto,  l6o5;>p*ii.  Grey. 

«« Hecate,  (fays  the  fame  writer,  ibid,)  at  the  Greeks  affirmed,  did 
afe  to  fcfld  doiges  unto  men,  to  feare  and  terrifie  them.**  Malone. 

G3  ACT 
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A  C  T       V. 

SCENE,    the  fame. 
Enter  P  r  o  s  p  E  r  0  /«  i&/i  magic k  rehes,   and  A  a  i  e  L  » 

Pro,  Now  docs  my  projed  gather  to  a  head: 
My  charms  crack  not ;  my  fpirits  obey  ;  and  time 
Qoes  upright  with  his  carriage ^     How's  the  day? 

Art,  On  the  fixth  hour  ;  at  which  time,  my  k)rd^ 
You  faid  our  work  (hould  ccafc. 

Pro,  I  did  fay  fo. 
When  firil  I  raised  the  tempeft.     Say,  my  fpirit. 
How  fares  the  king  and  his  followers  ? 

Art,  Confin'd  together 
In  the  fame  fafhion  as  you  gave  in  charge ; 

iuft  as  you  left  them;  all  prifoners,  fir, 
n  the  lime-grove  which  weather-fends  your  cell ; 
They  cannot  budge,  till  your  releafe^.     The  king. 
His  brother,  and  youjs,  abide  all  three  diHraiied ; 
And  the  remainder  mourning  over  them. 
Brim-full  of  forrow  anddifmay;  but  chiefly  him. 
That  you  term'd,  fir,  Tkc  good  old  lardy  Gonxalo  ; 
His  tears  run  down  his  beard,  like  winter's  drops 
From  eaves  of  reeds :  your  charm  fo  llrongly  works  *ca. 
That  if  you  now  beheld  them,  your  affedUons 
Would  become  tender. 

Pro,  Doll  thou  think  fo,  fpirit  ? 

An,  Mine  would,  fir,  were  I  human. 

Pro,  And  mine  fhall. 
Hall  thou,  which  art  but  air,  a  touch  7,  a  feeling 


"■^and  time 


Goes  uf  right  loifb  kit  carriage^  Alluding  to  one  carrying  a  bur- 
then. This  critical  period  of  my  life  proceeds  as  I  could  wi(h.  Time 
brings  forward  all  tae  expcded  events,  without  faultcring  under  his 
burthen.     Steevens. 

'  tiUyowT  re/eafe,]  i.  c.  till  you  rcleafc  them.     Ma  lone. 
7  mmmj  touch,]   A  toucb  is  Sifenfafion,      So,  in  Cymbe/inc  : 
**  — i—  a  ttucb  more  rare 
c<  Subdues  all  pangs,  all  fears.**    Stxzvens. 

Of 
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Of  their  affiidions  ?  and  fhall  not  myfelf. 

One  of  their  kind,  that  relifh  all  as  (harply, 

Pailion  as  they  *,  be  kindlier  mov'd  than  thou  art  ? 

Though  with  their  high  wrongs  I  am  ftruck  to  the  quick. 

Yet,  with  my  nobler  reafon,  'gainft  my  fury 

Do  I  take  part :  the  rarer  adion  is 

In  virtue  than  in  vengeance  :  they  being  penitent. 

The  fole  drift  of  my  purpofc  doth  extend 

Not  a  frown  farther  :  Go,  relcafc  them,  Ariel ; 

My  charms  I'll  break,  their  fenfe«  I'll  reftorc. 

And  they  fhall  be  themfelves. 

Jri.  ril  fetch  them,  fir.  [Exit. 

Fro.  Ye  elves  of  hills,  brooks,  ftanding  lakes,  and  groves*; 

And 


'that  reViJb  all  as  Jharp/y, 


PaJfioH  as  they,]  Pajfun  is  a  verb  in  Shakfpeare.  I  feel  every 
thing  with  the  fame  quick  i'enilbility,  and  am  moved  by  the  fame  paf- 
fions  as  they  are.     So,  in  his  f^enus  and  Adonis  : 

*<  Dumbly  {he ^<}^0ATi,  frantickly  ihe  doateth.*^  Steeveni* 
9  TV  elves  of  billsy  brooks,  Jianding  lakes,  and  groves ;  j  This  fpeech  Dr» 
Warburton  rightly  obfei-ves  to  be  borrowed  from  Medea's  in  Ovid :  and 
*«  it  proves,  fays  Mr.  Holt,  beyond  contradiftion,  that  Shakfpcare  wa« 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  fenti men ts  of  the  ancients  on  the  lubjc^ 
of  inchantments."     The  original  lines  are  thefe  : 

<<  Auracque,  Sc  venci,  montcfque,  amnefque,  lacufque, 

"  Diiquc  omncs  nemorum)  diiqueomnes  nodis  adelte." 
the  tranflation  of  which,  by  Golding,    is   by  no  means  literal,    and 
Shakfpeare  hath  clofely  followed  it.     Fa  r  m  £  r  . 

Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of  comparing  this  whole  pafTage  with 
Medea*s  fpeech,  as  trandated  by  Golding,  quarto,  1576,  will  iee  evi- 
dently that  Shakfpeare  copied  the  tranflation,  and  not  the  original. 
The  particular  exprcflions  that  feem  to  have  made  an  impreffion  on  his 
mind  are  printed  in  Italicks  : 

«*  Ye  ayrcs  and  windes,  ye  elves  of  bil/sf  o(  Brookes ^  of  woodes  alone^ 
**  Offian^lng  lakes,  and  of  the  night,  approche  ye  cverych  one. 
*'  Through  Lelp  of  whom  {the  crooked  bankcs  much  wondering  at  the 

thing)      . 
**  I  have  compelled  flreames  to  run  clean  backward  to  their  fpriogv 
**  By  charms  1   make  the  calm  fea  rough,  and  make  the  rough  feat 

playne, 
**  And  cover  all  the  fky  with  clouds,  and  cbaft  them  thence  again* 
<'  By  cbarmes  I  ra'Je  and  lay  the  windes,  and  burft  theviper*s  jaw, 
«  And  from  the  bowels  ot  the  earth  both  fh>oes  and  trees  do  draw. 
<'  Whole  woods  and  forrefts  I  remove,  /  make  the  mountains  Jbake, 
**  And  e?eii  the  caith  itfelf  to  groan,  and  fearfully  to  quake. 

G  4  <«  leall 
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And  ye,  that  on  the  fands  with  printlcfs  foot 
Do  chalc  the  ebbing  Ncptanc ",  and  do  fly  him. 
When  he  comes  back  ;  yoa  demy-pappets,  that 
By  moon -(bine  do  the  green  four  ringlets  make. 
Whereof  the  ewe  not  bites  ;   and  you,  whofe  paftime 
Is  to  make  midnight  mu (brooms  ;  that  rej<noe 
To  hear  tlie  folemn  curfew  ;  by  whofe  aid 
(Weak  matters  though  ye  be)  *  I  have  be-dimm'd 
The  noon-tide  fun,  call'd  forth  the  mutinous  winds. 
And  'twixt  the  green  fea  and  the  azur'd  vault 
Set  roaring  war :  to  the  dread  rattling  thunder 
•Have  I  given  fire,  and  rifted  Jove's  ftout  oak 
With  his  own  bolt :  the  ftrong-bas'd  promontory 
-Have  I  made  fhake  ;  and  by  the  fpurs  plucked  up 

**  /  rtf//  if^  JeaJ  men /rem  tle;r  graves  f  and  thee,  o  iightfome   mooae, 

«  1  dar'cn  oft,  though  beaten  brafs  abate  thy  peril  foone. 

«  Our  forceric  dmrnes  thr  morning  faire,   and  darks  the  f urn  at  roomu 

*<  The  flaming  breath  of  fierie  buUes  y?  quench-d  for  my  fake, 

«'  And  caufed  their  unwieldy  neckes  the  bended  yoke  to  take. 

**  Among  the  earth- bred  brothers  you  a  mortal  'warre  did  Jet, 

•«  And  brought  aflcep  the  dragon  fell,  whofe  eyes  were  ncvci  flict.** 

Malokz. 
Ti  elvet  of  bilht  &c.l  Fairies  and  elves  are  frequently  in  the  pocti 
mentioned  together,  witnout  any  diftindVion  of  chnradrr  that  I  can  re- 
coiled. Kcyfler  fays  that  tf//' and  <;//",  which  is  ^-z^with  the  .^i^r/Zei  and 
Engli/hy  equally  fi^jnificd  a  mountain,  or  a  daemon  of  the  mountains. 
This  feems  to  have  been  its  original  meaning ;  but  Somner*s  DiA. 
mentions  elve >  or  fairies  of  the  mountains,  of  the  woods,  of  the  fca 
and  fountains,  without  any  diflindlion  between  elves  and  fairies.  ToL. 
■  *wUh  printlefs  foot 

Do  chafe  the  ebbing  Iveptunef]  So  Milton,  in  his  Maf^uef 
«  Whilfl  from  off  the  waters  fleet, 
«  Thus  I  fct  my />r;»7f/<'/j  feet."     Stf-evens. 
*  (JVeak  rr.afieri  thoughye  be)]  The  meaning  of  this  pafTage  may  be  ; 
Though  you  are  but  inferior  mafiers  of  thefe  Jupernatural  pov:ersj'-~tbougb 
you  pofjefs  them  hut  in  a  hiv  degree*     Steevins. 

■         by  ivhofe  aid 

{fVeak  mafiers  though  ye  be) 
That  is  J  ye  arc  powerful  auxiliaries,  but  weak  if  left  to  yourfelves;— 
your  employment  is  then  to  make  green  ringlets,  and  midnight  mufh- 
rooms,  and  to  play  the  idle  pranks  mentioned  by  Ariel  in  his  next  fong; 
^-yet  by  your  aid  1  have  been  enabled  to  invert  the  courfe  of  nature. 
Wc  fay  proverbially,  **  Fire  is  a  good  fervant,  but  a  bad  mafter^^ 

Blackstonk, 

The 
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The  pine,  and  cedar :  graves,  at  my  command. 
Have  walc'd  their  fleepers ;  oped,  and  let  them  forth 
By  my  To  potent  art :  But  this  rough  magick 
I  here  abjure  :  and,  when  I  have  required 
Some  heavenly  mufick,  (which  even  now  I  do,) 
To  work  mine  end  upon  their  fenfes,  that 
This  airy  charm  is  for,  I'll  break  my  ftaff, 
JBury  it  certain  fathoms  in  the  earth. 
And,  deeper  than  did  ever  plummet  found, 
I'll  drown  my  book.  [Solemn  mujickm 

Re-enter  Ariel.*  after  hinty  Al'ONSO,   *witb  a  frantick 
gefture^  attended  by  Gonzalo;  Sebastian  «»</ An- 
T  H  o  N I  o  /'«  like  manner  f  attended  by  ADKitm  and  Fran- 
cisco:   They   all  enter  1  be  circle  ivbicb  Frofpero  bael 
madcy    and  there  ftand  charmed ;  fwhicb   Profpero    olf~ 
fer'vingy  /peaks. 
A  folemn  air,  and  the  bed  comforter. 
To  an  unfettled  fancy's  cure  1 ' — Thy  brains. 
Now  ufelefs,  boil  within  thy  fkull :  ♦  there  Hand, 
Foryou  are  fpell-ftopp'd. — 
Holy  Gonzalo,  honourable  man. 
Mine  eyes,  even  fociable  to  the  Ihew  of  thine. 
Fall  fellowly  drops. — The  charm  diflblves  a  pace ; 
And  as  the  morning  Heals  upon  the  night. 
Melting  the  darknefs,  fo  their  rifmg  fenfes 

3  To  an  unfettled  fancy's  cure  !]  The  old  copy  mda—fartcy.    For 
tiiis  emendation  the  prcfcnt  editor  is  anfwerable.     So,  in  King  yobu  \ 

My  widow's  comfort,  and  my  forrow*s  cure* 
.    Again,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet : 

Confufioni  cure 

Lives  not  in  thefc  confufions. 
Profpero  begins  by  obferving,  that  the  air  which  had  b«en  played 
vaiB  admirably  adapted  tocompofe  unfettled  minds.  He  then  addrefTes 
Gonzalo  and  the  reft,  who  had  jult  before  gone  into  the  circle:  "  Thy 
brains,  now  ufclcfs,  boil  within  thy  fkull  &c."  [the  foothing  ftrain 
not  having  yet  begun  to  operate],  Afterwards,  perceiving  that  the  mu- 
fick begins  to  have  the  cfi'c^  intended,  he  adds,  «  The  charm  difTolvet 
a  pace."  Mr.  Pope  and  the  fubfcquent  editors  read— 4o»7'^,  Ma  lone. 

4  — hoWnvithin  thy  fiuH:']  S«,  in  the  Midfummer  Night* s  Dream: 
*<  Lovers  And  madmen  have  (uch  feetbing  brains,  &c."     Steevins/ 

Again,  in  the  fFhter's  Tale :  "  Would  any  but  thefe  hoil'd  brains  of 
aineteea  and  two-and-twenty  hunt  thlt  weather  ?**    Malokjb. 

Begio 


9«  TEMPEST. 

Begin  to  diafe  the  ignorant  fumes  ^  that  mantle 
Their  clearer  reafon. — O  good  Gonzalo, 
My  true  prefcrvcr,  and  a  loyal  fir 
To  him  thou  follow'ft ;  I  will  pay  thy  graces 
Home,  both  in  word  and  deed. — Moft  cruelly 
Didft  thou>  Alonfo,  ufe  me  and  my  daughter : 
Thy  brother  was  a  fiirtherer  in  the  aft  ;— 
Thou'rt  pinch'd  for't  now,  Sebaftian. — Flefh  and  blood  ^^' 
You  brother  mine,  that  entertained  ambition  ^, 
Ejcpell'd  remorfe,  and  nature  ^;   who,  with  Sebaftian^ 
(Whofe  inward  pinches  therefore  are  moll  ftrong,) 
Would  here  have  kill'd  your  king  ;  I  do  forgive  thcc. 
Unnatural  though  thou  art  !-*Tneir  underftanding 
Begins  to  fwell ;  and  the  approaching  tide 
Will  ihoftly  fill  die  reafonable  fhores. 
That  now  lie  foul  and  muddy.     Not  one  of  them. 
That  yet  looks  on  me,  or  would  know  me  >— Ariel, 
Fetch  me  the  hat  and  rapier  in  my  cell ; —  [^Exit  Ariel. 
I  will  dif-cafe  me,  and  myfelf  prefent. 
As  I  was  fpmetime  Milan  :— quickly,  fpirit ; 
Thou  (halt  ere  long  be  free. 

Ariel  re -enters,  finging,  and  helps  to  attire  P  R  O  s  p  i  RO. 
Ari.   Where  the  bee  fucks,  there  fuck  1 1 
In  a  c<ywJUfs  bell  I  lie  ^  : 

9  ^-^he  Ignorant  fumes']  i.e.  the  fumes  of  ignorance.     Hzatr. 

•  Thwart  finch'Jfor't  nowy  SebaJi\ait,»-^Fle/h  and  hhody]  Thus  the 
fAA  copy  :  Theobald  points  the  palTage  in  a  diiierent  manner,  and  per* 
lups  rightly  : 

««  Thou'rt  pinch'd  for't  now,  Sebafli an,  flefh  and  blood.''STKSvxvs. 
f  That  entertain'd  ambition,]  Old  copy— <«/«rra/».     Corrcfted  by  the 
•£tor  of  the  fccond  folio.     M  a  l  o  n  z . 

*  —  remorfe  and  nature;}  Rtmorfe  is  by  our  author  and  the 
contemporary  writers  generally  ufed  fotfity,  or  tendtrncfs  of  heart,  Nm* 
fvrr  is  natural  atfedion.     M  alone. 

9  Jm  a  cowllip*3  Sell  I  lie ;]  So,  in  Drayton's  Nympbidta  : 
**  At  midnight,  the  appointed  hour  j 
«<  And  for  the  queen  a  fitting  bower, 
*«  Quoth  he,  is  that  fair  cnujlip  flower 
<«  On  Hipcut  hill  that  bloweth." 
The  date  of  this  poem  not  being  afcertalned,  we  know  not  whether 
•ar  author  was  indebted  to  it,  or  was  himfclf  copied  by  Drayton.     I 
believe,  the  latter  was  the  imitator.  Nvm^bidia  was  not  written,  I  ima- 
^ae>tiUaflcr  thcEnglifli  Don  Quixote  had  appeared  in  i6iz»  Malonx. 

4  Tbcn 
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fhere  J  couch,  when  cvuls  do  cry^* 
On  the  bat^s  hack  1  do  fly 
After fummevy  merrily'^: 
Merrily,  merrily,  Jhall  I  live  now. 
Under  the  blojfom  that  hangs  on  the  hough  '  . 
Pro.  Why,  that's  my  dainty  Ariel :  I  fhall  mifs  thee  ; 
But  yet  thou  (halt  have  freedom  :  So,  fo,  fc— - 
To  the  king's  fhip,  inviiible  as  thou  art : 
There  (halt  thou  find  the  mariners  afleep 
Under  the  hatches  ;  the  mafter,  and  the  boatfwain. 
Being  awake,  enforce  them  to  this  place ; 
And  prefently,  I  pr'ythee. 

Arlm 
1  ^m^whin  a^tvh  do  cry."]  I.  c.  at  night.  Dr.  Warburton  thought  that 
thefe  words  denoted  the  time  of  Artera  flight  to  be  winter  ^  butowlsy 
as  Mr.  Stcevens  has  obferved,  ^re  as  clamorous  in  fummcr  as  in  winter* 
As  this  paflbgc  is  now  printed,  Ariel  fays  that  he  rcpofes  in  acowilip** 
bell  during  the  night.  Perhaps,  however,  a  full  point  ought  to  be  placed 
after  the  word  couch,  and  a  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line.  If  the 
paffage  ihould  be  thus  regulated,  Ariel  will  then  take  his  departure  bf 
Bight,  the  proper  feafon  for  the  bat  to  (et  out  upon  the  expedition.  Mal* 
*  After  fummcr  merrily  ;]  Mr.  Theobald  reads— .after /i/n-jrr,  *•  bc- 
caufc  the  bat  is  not  vifible  by  day,  but  appears  firft  about  twilight.** 
Dr.  Warburton  thinks /amw^r  is  right,  "  the  roughnefs  of  winter  being 
reprefented  by  Shakfpeare  as  difagrceable  to  fairies  and  f'uch  like  deli* 
catc  A>irits,  who  on  this  account  conftantly  follow  yiwwrr."— Mr. 
Steevras  thinks  that,"  tHe  bat  being  no  bird  of  paH'age,  this  expreHioa 
is  probably  ufcd  to  fignify,  not  that  Ariel  purjues  fummer,  but  that 
i/fter  fummer  is  Pofit  he  rides  upon  the  foft  dov^n  of  a  bat's  back, 
which  fuits  not  improperly  with  the  delicacy  of  his  airy  being."— I 
fee,  however,  no  reafon  why  Ariel  ihould  bcftride  his  bat  with  more 
ardour  after  fummcr  than  tefcrct  or  during  that  feafon  ;  unlefs  we  un- 
deriland,  with  Dr.  Warburton,  that  he  goes  in  furfuit  of  fummery 
in  whatever  part  of  the  globe  it  cou|d  be  found  (in  which  fenfc  the 
word  aficr  is  frequently  ufed  in  the  midland  counties).  Our  author  it 
Iddom  folicitcus  that  every  part  of  his  imagery  (hould  correfpond.  I9 
therefore,  think,  that  though  the  bat  is  •<  no  bird  of  paflagc,"  Shak- 
fpeare probably  meant  to  exprefs  what  Dr.  Warburton  fuppofes.  A 
ihort  account,  however,  of  this  winged  animal  may  perhaps  prove  the 
bcft  illuftration  of  the  paflage  before  us: 

"  The  bat  (fays  Dr.  Goldfmith,  in  his  entertaining  and  inftru^ive 
**  Natural  Hijiory^)  makes  its  appearance  in  fummer,  and  begins  its  flight 
**  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening.  It  appears  only  in  the  moji  pUafant 
**  evenings;  at  other  times  it  continues  in  its  retreat;  the  chink  of^ 
**  ruined  building,  or  the  hoUow  of  a  tree.  Thus  the  little  animal  even 
*i  in  fummer  fleepsthe  greateft  part  of  his  tiiDe>  never  venturing  out  by 

«•  day. 
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Art.  I  drink  the  air  ♦  before  me,  and  return 
Or  e'er  your  pulfe  twice  beat.  \Exit  Ariel; 

Gon.  All  torment,  trouble,  wonder,  and  amazement 
Inhabits  here  ;   Some  heavenly  power  guide  us 
Out  of  this  fearful  country  \ 

Pro.  Behold,  fir  king. 
The  wronged  duke  of  Milan,  Profpero: 
For  more  affurance  that  a  living  prince 
Does  now  fpeak  to  thee,  1  embrace  thv  body  ; 
And  to  thee^  and  thy  company,  I  bid 
A  hearty  welcome. 

AUn.  Whe'r  thou  be'ft  he,  or  no. 
Or  ibme  inchanted  trifle  to  abufe  me. 
As  late  I  have  been,  I  not  know :  thy  pulfe 
Beats,  as  of  fiefh  and  blood  ;  and,  iince  I  faw  thee^ 
The  aflliftion  of  my  mind  amends,  with  which, 
I  fear,  a  madnel's  held  me  :  this  muft  crave 
(An  if  this  be  at  all,)  a  moft  llrange  (lory. 
Thy  dukedom  I  rcfign  *;    and  do  intreat. 
Thou  pardon  me  my  wrongs : — But  how  fhould  Profjpero 
Be  living,  and  be  here  ? 

Fro,  Firfl,  noble  friend, 

«*  day-light,  nor  in  rainy  weather.  But  its  fhort  life  is  ftill  more  abridged 
«*  by  continuing  in  a  torpid  ftatc  during  the  winter.  At  the  approich  of 
«*  the  cold  fcafon,  the  bat  prepares  for  its  ftate  of  lifclefs  inadivity,  and 
•*  feems  rather  to  choofc  a  place  where  it  may  continue  fafc  from  in- 
•*  terruptinn,  than  where  it  may  be  warmly  or  commodioufly  lodged." 

When  Shakfpeare  had  determined  to  fend  Ariel  in  purfuitof  fom- 
mer,  wherever  it  could  be  found,  as  moft  congenial  to  fuch  an  airy 
being,  is  it  then  furj^rifing  that  he  fliould  have  made  the  hat,  rather 
than  <*  the  wind,  his  poft-horfej'*  an  animal  thus  delighting  in  that 
feafon,  and  reduced  by  winter  to  a  ftate  of  lifclefs  inadliviry  ?  Malone. 

J  Under  the  ikjj'om  that  kangi  on  the  hough, ^  So,  in  Godfrey  of  BuU 
higrcy  tranflated  by  Fairfax,   1600: 
**  The  goblin?,  fairies 

**  Ranged  inJloiverU  dales,  and  mountaines  hore, 
*  *  And  under  every  t  r  em  b  ling  leaf  thfyfit ."     Anonym  ou$« 

4  /  drink  the  j.-r.-^]  To  drink  the  «/>— is  an  expreifion  of  fwiftnefs 
cf  the  fame  kind  as  to  devour  the  tvay  in  Henry  IV,     Johnson. 

5  Thy  dukedom  J  refi-gn^^-,"]  The  duchy  of  Milan  being  through  the 
reacheryof  Anthonio  made  feudatory  to  the  crown  of  Naples,  Alonfo 
promifcs  to  rcfign  his  claim  of  fovereignty  for  the  future,     Stesvevs. 

Let 
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Let  me  embrace  thine  age ;  whofe  honour  cannot 
Be  mcafur'd,  or  confia'd. 

Gon,  Whether  this  be. 
Or  be  not,  I'll  not  fwear. 

Pro.  You  do  yet  tafte 
Some  fubtilties  o'  the  ifle,  that  will  not  let  you 
Believe  things  certain : — Welcome,  my  friends  all :— * 
But  you,  Tay  brace  of  lords,  were  I  To  minded, 

[jijide  to  Seb,  and  A^r. 
I  here  could  pluck  his  highnefs'  frown  upon  you. 
And  juftify  you  traitors ;  at  this  time  • 
1*11  tell  no  tales. 

Seh.  The  devil  fpeaks  in  him.  [4fiJ€m 

Pro.  No:— 
For  you,  moft  wicked  fir,  whom  to  call  brother 
Would  even  infe6l  my  mouth,  I  do  forgive 
Thy  rankeft  fault ;  all  of  them ;  and  require 
My  dukedom  of  thee,  which,  perforce,  I  know. 
Thou  mull  reftore. 

Alon.  If  thou  be'fl  Profpero, 
Give  us  particulars  of  thy  prefervation  : 
How  thou  halt  met  us  here,  who  three  hours  fince* 
Were  wreck'd  upon  this  Ihore  ;  where  I  Jiave  loll. 
How  iharp  the  point  of  this  remembrance  is ! 
My  dear  fon  Ferdinand. 

Pro.  I  am  woe  for't,  fir^. 

6  .^^ajho  three  Yioxm  Jince]  The  unity  of  time  is  moft  rigidly  ob« 
fcrvcd  in  this  piece.  The  fable  fcarcely  takes  up  a  greater  number  of 
hours  than  are  employed  in  the  reprefentation  j  and  from  the  very 
particular  care  which  our  author  takes  to  point  out  this  circumftance 
in  fo  many  other  paiiagcs,  as  well  as  here,  it  Hiould  fccm  as  if  it  were 
not  accident^,  butpurpofely  defigned  to  (hew  the  admirers  of  Ben  Jon- 
fon^s  art,  and  the  cavillers  of  the  time,  that  he  too  could  write  a  play 
within  all  the  ftrid^eil  laws  of  regularity,  when  he  chofe  to  load  Kim- 
leif  with  the  cri  tick's  fetters. 

The  BoatJ'wa'm  marks  the  progrefs  of  the  day  again— 49^;ri&  lut  tbret 
glajfei  Jince,  &c.  and  at  the  beginning  of  this  a€t  the  duration  of  the 
time  employed  on  the  ftagc  is  particularly  afcertained ;  and  it  refers  to  a 
paH'age  in  the  firil  adt,  of  the  fame  tendency.  The  ftorm  was  raifed  at 
ieafi  two  glailes  after  mid-day,  and  Ariel  was  promifed  that  the  t»0ri, 
Jbtuld  ceaje  at  thtjixtb  hour,     Stievens. 

7  I  am  woefor^f  Jir»']  i.  e,  I  tun  forty  for  it,    Stxxtxiii. 

jilon. 
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Fer.  Sir,  lhe*8  mortal ;  ■ 

But,  by  immortal  providence,  fhe^s  mine ; 
I  chofe  her,  when  I  could  not  afk  my  father 
For  his  advice ;  nor  thought  I  had  one  :  (he 
Is  daughter  to  this  famous  duke  of  Milan, 
Of  whom  fo  often  I  have  heard  renown, 
fiut  never  faw  before  ;  of  wliom  I  have 
Receiv'd  a  fecond  life,  and  fccond  father 
This  lady  makes  him  to  me. 

Aloft,  I  am  hers : 
Sut  o,  how  oddly  will  it  found,  that  I 
Af uft  a&  my  child  forgivenefs ! 

Fro,  There,  fir,  ft»p ; 
Let  us  not  burthen  our  remembrances  * 
With  a  heavinefs  that's  gone, 

Gon.  I've  inly  wept. 
Or  Ihould  have  ipoke  ere  this.     Look  down,  you  gods. 
And  on  this  couple  drop  a  blcffed  crown  ; 
For  it  is  you,  that  have  chalk'd  forth  the  way 
Which  brought  us  hither ! 

Alon,  I  fay.  Amen,  Gonzalo ! 

Gon,  Was  Milan  thruft  from  Milan,  that  his  liTue 
Should  become  kings  of  Naples  ?  O,  rejoice 
Beyond  a  common  joy  ;  and  fet  it  down 
With  gold  on  lading  pillars  :  In  one  voyage 
Did  Claribcl  her  huiband  find  at  Tunis  ; 
And  Ferdinand,  her  brother,  found  a  wife. 
Where  he  himfelf  was  loll;  Profperohis  dukedom. 
In  a  poor  ifle ;  and  all  of  us,  ourfelves. 
When  no  man  was  his  own. ' 

jilon.  Give  me  your  hands  :  [To  Fer.  and  Mir* 

Let  grief  and  forrow  ftill  embrace  his  heart. 
That  doth  not  wifli  you  joy  I 

GoH.  Be*t  fo  !  Amen  ! 

*  Our  remembrances — ]  By  the  miftakc  of  the  tranfcribcr  the  word 
mfltb  being  placed  at  the  end  of  this  line,  Mr.  Pope  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  editors,  for  the  fake  of  the  metre,  xcz^-^^errembrance.  The  re- 
gulation now  made  renders  change  unncccliary.     Malone. 

1  IVben  no  man  tvas  bis  own.]  i.  e.  at  a  time  vjben  no  one  was  in 
hit  fenfes.  It  is  illU  faid,  in  colloquial  language,  that  a  madauD  U  tut 
hii  rtoH  man,  i,  e.  is  not  mafter  of  hioireif,    Stikvxns. 
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Rc'tntcr  A*  i  E  l,  ij;itb  the  Matter  and  Boacfwain  omazeMy 
following* 

0  look,  fir,  look,  fir,  here  are  more  of  us  ! 

1  prophefy'd,  if  a  gallows  were  on  land. 

This  fellow  could  not  drown : — Now,  blafohcmy. 
That  fwear'ft  grace  o'erboard,  not  an  oath  on  fnorc  ? 
Haft  thou  no  mouth  by  land  ?  What  is  the  news  ? 

Boat/,  The  beft  news  is,  that  we  liave  fafely  found 
Our  kine,  and  company :  the  next,  our  fhip. 
Which,  but  three  glafles  fince,  we  gave  out  fplit. 
Is  tight,  and  yare,  and  bravely  rigg'd,  as  when 
We  firft  put  out  to  fea. 

Ari,  Sir,  all  this  fervice  J 

Have  I  done  fmce  I  went.  >  Afide* 

Pro,  My  trick  fy  fpirit*  !  j 

Alon.  Thefe  are  not  natural  events ;  they  ftrengthcn. 
From  ftrange  to  ftranger: — Say,  how  came  you  hither? 

Boat/,  If  I  did  think,  fir,  I  were  well  awake, 
I'd  iirive  to  tell  you.     We  were  dead  afleep^, 
And  (how,  we  know  not,)  all  clapp'd  under  hatches. 
Where,  but  even  now,  with  ftrange  and  feveral  noifes 
Of  roaring,  fhrieking,  howling,  gingling  chains. 
And  more  diverfity  of  founds,  all  horrible. 
We  were  awak*d ;  ftraitway,  at  liberty  : 
Where  we,  in  all  her  trim  ^,  frelhly  beheld 
Our  royal,  good,  and  gallant  (hip  ;  our  matter 
Capering  to  eye  her  :  On  a  trice,  fo  pleafe  you. 
Even  in  a  dream,  were  we  divided  from  them. 
And  were  brought  moping  hither. 

Ari,  Was't  well  done  ?  1 

Fro,  Bravely,  my  diligence.     Thou  Ihalt  ht^  AfiJe. 
free.  3 

4  My  trickfy  fpirlt!]  is,  I  believe,  mydeyer,  adroit  fpirit.    Shak« 
fpeare  ufcs  the  fame  word  elfewhere: 

<*  —that  for  a  trickfy  word 

*«  Defy  the  matter.**     Stkkvxns. 

5  —  dead  afleep,]  The  old  copy  reads— «^ fleep.    STllvzNt* 
The  emendation  is  Mr.  Pope*s.     Malon k. 

6  .« ,•„  all  her  trimy}  The  old  copy  iM'^BQur  triai.    Corrc^ed  by 
Dr.  Thirlby.    Malomx* 

Vol.  I.  H  Jim. 
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jilon.  This  is  as  ftrangc  a  mayx  as  e'er  men  trod  ; 
And  there  is  in  this  bufinefs  more  than  nature 
Was  ever  condudl  ot  ' :  fome  oracle 
Muft  redify  our  knowledge. 

Pro,  Sir,  my  liege. 
Do  not  infeft  your  mind  with  beating  on 
The  flrangenefs  of  this  bufinefs  •  ;  at  pick'd  leifure^ 
Which  fhall  be  fhortly,  finglc  I'll  refolve  you 
(Which  to  you  fhall  feem  probable)  of  every 
Thcfe  happen'd  accidents  *  :  till  when,  be  chearfbl,  ' 
And  thinlw  of  each  thing  well, — Come  hither,  fpirit  \\afidem 
Set  Caliban  and  his  companions  free : 
Untie  the  fpell.  [£;c/7  Ariel.]  How  fares  my  gracious  firf 
Tlief e  arc  yet  miffing  of  your  company 
Softie  few  odd  lads^   that  you  remember  not. 

Re-enter  AvLitL,  i/ri*ving  in  Calibks,  Stephano, 
an  J  T  R I N  c  u  L  o ,  in  their  fiolen  apparel, 

Ste,  Every  man  (hift  for  all  the  reft,  and  let  no  man 
take  care  for  himfelf ;  for  all  is  but  fortune  ^— Coragio, 
bully-monfler,  Coragio  1 

{     7  —  foW»5of:]  Qondu€tfor  conduOor.    Steevins. 

So,    in  Romeo  and  Ju /id  :  »*    Come  hitttr  cortduff.  Sec,     Ma  lone* 

CenduB  is  yet  ufcd  in  the  fame  fenfe  :   the  pcrlbn  at  Cambridge  who 

reads  prayers  in  King's  and  I'rinity  College  chapels  is  itill  fo    flyled. 

Henley* 
8  'witb  bfating  en 

Tbejirangeneft  &c.]    A  fimilar  cxpreffion  occurs  in  one   of  the 
parts  of  King  Henry  VI : 

**  yonr  thoughts 

*«  Beaton  a  crown." 
Beating  may  mean  kammering^  working  in  the  mind,  dwelling  long 
upon.     Miranda,  in  the  fecond  fccne  of  this  play,  tells  her  father  that 
the  ftorm  is  ftill  beating  in  her  mind .     S  t  e  e  v  r.  n  s . 

A  kindred  cxprc/Tion  occurs  in  Hamlet :  *<  Cudgel  thy  brains  no  more 
about  it.**     Ma  LONE. 
V  ■  r/ircfclvevou 

(IVhicb  to  you  Jballfcem  probable)  cf  every 
Theft  happened  accidentt :]  I  will  inform  you  how"  all  thefc  won- 
derful accidents    have  happened :    which,  though   they  now  appear  to 
you  ftrangc,  will  then  fccm  probable. 

An  anonymous  writer  pointed  out  the  true  conftrudion  of  this  pal^ 
fage»  but  his  explanation  is^  I  thioky  incorre^.    Max.oni« 

Trim^ 
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Trirt.  If  thefe  be  true  fpies  which  I  wear  in  my  head^ 
jiere's  a  goodly  fight. 

CaL  O  Setebos,  thefe  be  brave  fpirits,  indeed ! 
How  fine  my  mafter  is  !  I  am  afraid 
He  will  chaflife  me. 

Seb,  Ha,  ha  ; 
What  things  are  thefe,  my  lord  Anthonio  •. 
Will  money  buy  them  ? 

Ant.  Very  like;  one  of  them 
Is  a  plain  fifli,  and,  no  doubt,  marketable. 

Pro.  Mark  but  the  badges  of  thefe  men,  my  lords. 
Then  fay,  if  they  be  true  ' : — This  mif-(hapen  knave,— 
His  mother  was  a  witch  ;  and  one  fo  ftrong 
That  could  control  the  moon*,  make  flows  and  ebbsj 
And  deal  in  her  command  without  her  power  : 
Thefe  three  have  robb'd  me ;   and  this  demi-devil 
(For  he's  a  baftard  one,)  had  plotted  with  them 
To  take  my  life  ;  two  oAhefe  fellows  you 
Mufl  know,  and  own  ;  this  thing  of  darknefs  I 
Acknowledge  mine. 

CaL  I  fliall  be  pinch'd  to  death. 

Alon.  Is  not  this  Stcphano,  my  drunken  butler  ? 

Seb.  He's  drunk  now  :  Where  had  he  wine  ? 

Alon.  And  Trinculo  is  reeling  ripe  ;  Where  (hculd  they 
Find  this  grand  liquor  that  hath  gilded  them  ^  ?  — 

How 

1  m^true:']  That  is,  bonefi.     A  true  man  is^.  in  the  language  of  that 
time,  oppofcd  to  a  tblef.     The  fenfc  is,  Mark  nubat  thefe  men  wear^  and 
Jay  if  tkey  are  boneft,    Johnson. 
*  and  one  fo  Jirong 

That  could  control  tbe  moopfl  From  Medea's  fpeech  in  Ovid  (at 
tranflated  by  Golding)  our  author  might  have  learned,  that  this  was 
one  of  the  pretended  powers  of  witchcraft : 

** And  thee,  o  lightfomc  tnocn, 

**  I  darken  oft,  though  beaten  brafs  abate  thy  peril  foon.** 

Malons* 
3  -^ this  grand  \\<]yior  t bat  bath  gilded  tbem  f]  Shakfpeare,  to  be 
i'ure,  wrote— grand  7/;c/r,  alluding  to  the  ^r^mJ  Eixir  of  the  alchy- 
xnifts,  which  they  pretend  would  reltore  youth,  and  confer  immortality. 
This,  as  they  faid,  being  a  preparation  of  gold,  they  called  Aurum  fota* 
bile.  The  phraf'e  of  being  gilded  was  a  trite  one  on  this  occaAon.  Thui 
Fletcher,  in  his  Cbances : — «  Duke.  Is /be  net  drunl  too  f  Whore.  A* 
Jit  tie  gilded  o'er,  fir  3  old  fatk,  oldfack,  boys  /'»    Wa  »  ■  v  «  T  0  K  . 

H  %  At 
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How  cam'ft  thou  in  this  pickle  ? 

Trin^  I  have  been  in  fuch  a  pickle,  iince  I  faw  yoo  laft^ 
that^  I  fear  me,  will  never  oat  of  my  boues  :  I  (hall  not 
fear  fly-blowing  ♦. 

Seb.  Why,  how  now,  Stephano  ? 

Sie.  O,  touch  me  not ;  I  am  not  Stephano>  bu^  a  cramp  '• 

Pro.  You'd  be  king  of  the  ifle,  firfah  ? 

Stf,  I  ihould  have  been  a  fore  one  then. 

Alon.  This  is  a  ftrange  thing  as  e'er  I  look'd  on. 

[Pointing  /0  Caliban* 

Pro,  He  is  as  disproportion 'd  in  his  manners. 
As  in  his  fhape : — Go,  firrah,  to  my  cell ; 
Take  with  you  your  companions  ;  as  you  look 
To  have  my  pardon,  trim  it  handfomely. 

Cal.  Ay,  that  I  will ;    and  I'll  be  wife  hereafter. 
And  feek  for  grace  :  What  a  thrice-double  afs 
Was  I,  to  take  this  drunkard  for  a  god. 
And  worlhip  this  dull  fool  ? 

Pro.  Goto;  away! 

jilon.  Hence,  and  beftow  your    luggage    where  yon 
found  it. 

Seh.  Or  dole  it,  rather.  [Exeunt  Qai..  Ste.aw^Trin. 

Pro.     Sir,  I  invite  your  highnefs,  and  your  train. 
To  my  poor  cell :  where  you  ftiall  take  your  reft 
For  this  one  night ;  which  (part  of  it)  I'll  wafte 
With  fuch  difcourfe,  as,  I  not  doubt,  fhall  make  it 
Go  quick  away  :  the  ilory  of  my  life. 
And  the  particular  accidents,  gone  by. 
Since  I  came  to  this  ifle :  And  in  the  morn, 
I'll  bring  you  to  your  (hip,  and  fo  to  Naples^ 
Where  I  have  hope  to  fee  the  nuptial 
Of  thefe  our  dear-beloved  folemniz'd| 

As  the  alchymiil*8  Elixir  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  liquor,  die  old  reading 
may  iUnd,  and  the  allufion  holds  good  without  any  alteration. 

STEEVCK9. 

4  ^^Jly-hh'wing.']  Thi«  pickle  alludes  to  their  plunge  into  the  (link- 
ing pool  J  and  pickling  prefervcs  Aicat  ftomjly-blcwing,     Steevxns. 

5  '^huta cramp. J  i.  e.  I  am  all  over  a  cramp.  ProfperoJiad  ordered 
Ariel  to Jborten  up  their  fnnvi  nvitb  aged  cramps.  Touch  me  not  alludes 
to  the  Joremefs  occaHoned  by  thcte^  In  the  next  line  the  fpeaker  con* 
firms  this  meaning  by  a  quibble  on  the  word  /ore*    Stestxns. 

And 
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And  thence  retire  me  to  my  Milan,  where 
Every  third  thought  (hall  be  my  grave. 

Alon.  I  long 
To  hear  the  llory  of  your  life,  which  muft 
Take  the  ear  ftrangely. 

Pro.  rU  deliver  all ; 
And  promife  you  calm  feas,  aufpicious  gales. 
And  fail  fo  expeditious,  that  fhall  catch 
Your  royal  fleet  far  off. — My  Ariel ;— chick, —  \  j^j 
That  is  thy  charge  ;    then  to  the  elements  J  -^^^' 

Be  free*  and  fare  thou  welM — Pleafc  you,  draw  near. 


H 


E  P  I. 


EPILOGUE, 

Spoken     by     Prosper  o. 

717  O  IV  my  charms  are  all  d*erthronvny 

And  <what  ftrtngtb  I  ba've's  mine  vwn\ 
Which  is  moft  faint :  noiv,  ^tis  true^ 
J  muft  he  here  confined  by  you  ^ 
Orjent  to  Naples  :  Let  mt  not,- 
Since  I  baue  my  dukedom  got, 
Andpardor^d  the  dccei^ver^  diueU 
In  this  hare  ijland^  by  your  /pell  i 
But  releafe  me  from  my  bands  ^ 
With  the  help  of  your  good  hands  ^. 
Gentle  breath  of  yours  my  fails 
Muft  fill  J  or  elfe  my  projeS  fails  ^ 
Which  nuas  to  pleafe  :  Novj  I  nuant 
Spirits  to  enforce,  art  to  enchant ; 
Md  my  ending  is  defpair, 
Unlefs  I  be  relie-v^d  by  prayer  ^  ; 
Which  pierces  fo,  that  it  affaults 
Mercy  itfelf,  and  frees  all  faults. 

As  you  from  crimes  twould  pardon'* d  be. 
Let  your  indulgence  fet  me  free  *. 

6  IVub  the  help  fczJ]  By  your  applaufc,   by  clapping  hand«»  Johks. 
Noife  was  fuppofed  co  difiblve  a  fpell.     So  twice  before  in  thjs  play  t 

*<  No  tongue  j  all  eyes  j  be  filcnt.** 
Again:  **  hufh  !  be  mute; 

"  Or  clfe  our  fpcllis  marr  d»      Steevens. 

7  And  my  ending  is  defpair^ 

Unlefs  I  be  ra'tev^d  by  prayer  ;]  This  alludes  to  the  old  (Vories  told 
of  the  ddpair  of  necromancers  in  their  la(l  moments,  and  of  the  efKcacy 
of  the  prayers  of  their  friends  for  them.     Warburton. 

'  Itisobfervcd  of  the  Timpeft^  that  its  plan  is  regular  ;  this  the  au- 
thor of  The  Revifaf  thinks,  what  I  think  too,  an  accidental  ef}'c£t 
of  the  ftory,  not  intended  or  regarded  by  our  author.  But,  whatever 
might  be  Shakfpeare^s  intention  in  farming  or  adopting  the  plot,  he  has 
made  it  inftrumental  to  the  produ^lion  of  many  chara^crs,  dlvcrfificd 
with  boundlefs  invention,  and  preferved  with  profound  fkill  in  nature, 
extenfive  knowledge  of  opinions,  and  accurate  obfervation  of  life. 
In  a  fingle  drama  are  here  exhibited  princes,  courtiers,  and  failors, 
all  fpeaking  in  their  real  charadters.  There  is  the  agency  of  airy 
fpiritSy  and  of  an  earthly  goblin.  The  operation*  of  magick,  the  tu- 
mults of  a  ftorm,  the  adventures  of  a  defcrt  ifland,  the  native  effuCion 
of  untaught  aflediion,  the  puniihment  of  guilt,  and  the  final  happi- 
nefs  of  the  pair  for  whom  our  psffioni  and  reafon  are  equally  inter- 
cfted.    Johnson. 


TWO  GENTLEMEN  of  VERONA. 


Pcrfons   Rcprefcntcd. 

IhUkt  of  Milan,  father  to  Silvia, 

XS£S:i   «-''-- '/Verona. 

Anthonio,  father  to  Protheus. 
Thurio,  afoolijb  rival  to  Valentine. 
Eglamour,  agent  for  Silvia  in  her  efcapi. 
Speed,  a  clownip  fer*vant  to  Valentine* 
Launce,  fern/ ant  to  Protheus.  ^ 
Panthino*,  fern) ant  to  Anthonio. 
Hoftj  ivhere  Julia  lodges  in  Milan. 
Out'laiAJS. 

Julia,  a  lady  of  Verona,  Beloved  by  Protheus, 
Silvia,  ike  duke^s  daughter,  beloved  by  Valentine. 
Lucetta,  luaiting-'woman  to  Julia* 

Servants,   muficians* 

SCENE,  fometimes in  Verona ;  fometimes  in  Milan  ;  and 
on  the  frontiers  o/*  Mantua. 

•  Pantbino,']  In  the  enumeration  of  characters  in  the  old  copy,  this 
attendant  on  Anthonio  is  called  Pantbicn^  but  in  the  play,  always 
Pantbino,     Stksvxne. 


TWO  GENTLEMEN  of  VERONA'. 


ACT    I.      SCENE    I. 

An  open  place  in  Verona. 
Enter  Valentine  and  Prothbus. 


FaL  Ceafe  to  perfuade,  my  loving  Protheus; 
Home-keeping  youth  have  ever  homely  wits : 


Wcr't 


I  Some  of  the  incidents  in  this  play  may  be  fttppofed  to  hare  beea 
taken  from  The  Arcadia^  book  I.  chap«  6.  where  Pyrodes  confents  €• 
head  the  Helots.  (The  Arcadia  was  entered  on  the  books  of  the 
Stationers*  Company,  Aug.  23d9  1588,  and  printed  in  i(;90.)  The 
lovc-adventure  of  Julia  refemblcs  that  of  Viola  in  Ttveiftb  Nigbt,  and 
is  indeed  common  to  many  of  the  ancient  novels.     Steeve-ns. 

Mrs.  Lenox  obferves»  and  I  think  not  improbably,  that  the  ftoiy  of 
Protheus  and  yulia  might  be  taken  from  a  iimilar  one  in  the  Diarm  of 
GeorFf  of  MoKtemayor.-^**^  This  pailoral  romance,'*  fays  (he,  «  was 
tranilated  from  the  i>pan\Jb  in  Hbak/peare's  time.*'  I  have  feen  no  earlier 
tranflation  than  that  ot  Bartbolomeio  Tong,  who  dates  his  dedicatioa 
ui  November  1 598  j  and  MereSf  in  his  fflt's  Treafury,  printed  the  fame 
year,  exprefsly  mentions  the  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona*  Indeed 
Atontemayor  was  tranflated  two  or  three  years  bctorc  by  one  Tbomn 
fVt/foni  but  this  work,  I  am  perfuaded,  was  never  publifhe^  entirely  ^ 
perhaps  fome  parts  of  it  were,  or  the  tale  might  have  been  tranflated  by 
others.  However,  Mr.  Steevens  fays,  very  truly,  chat  this  kind  of  love 
adventure  is  frequent  in  the  old  novelifts,     Fakmer. 

There  is  no  earlier  tranflation  of  the  Diana  entered  on  the  books  of 
the  Stationers*  Company,  than  that  of  B.  Vounge,  September  1598* 
Many  tranflations,  however,  after  they  were  licenfed,  were  caprici- 
oufly  fuppreflcd.  Among  others,  <*  The  Decameron  of  Mr.  Joha 
Boccace,  Florentine,*'  was  *«  recalled  by  my  lord  of  Canterbury*!  com* 
mands.'*     St  sevens. 

This  comedy,  I  believe,  was  written  In  1595*  See  An  Attempt  /• 
af certain  the  order  of  Sbakfpeare*t  playty  ante.     M  A  L  o  N  E . 

It  is  obfcrvable,  (I  know  not  for  whatcaufi:,)  that  the  ftyle  of  this 
comedy  is  lefs  figurative,  and  more  natural  and  unafTe^ed  than  the 
greater  part  of  this  author's,  though  fuppofed  to  beone  of  thefirfthe 
wrote.     Pope, 

It 
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Wcr't  not,  affedion  chains  thy  tender  days 

To  the  fweet  glances  of  thy  honoured  love,  ' 

It  may  very  well  be  doubted  whether  Shakfpearc  had  any  other  han^ 
in  this  play  than  the  enlivening  it  witKJome  fpeeches  and  Tmestbrowtf 
in  here  and  there,  which  are  eafily  diftinguiihcd,  as  being  of  a  differ- 
ent ft  amp  from  the  reft,     Hanmek. 

To  this  obfcrvation  of  Mr.  Pope,  which  isvcryjuft,  Mr,  Theobald 
has  added,  that  this  is  one  of  Shakfpeare's  tvorji plays y  and  is  Ufs  cor" 
wmptcd  than  arty  other.  Mr.  Upton  peremptorily  determines,  that  \f»my 
fro'jf  canbt  dratunftom  mr.nhtr  ar.d  flyU^  this  play  muft  It  Jtnt  packings 
snaftck  for  itx  partnt  tl^ctuhere.  i/vW  cfber^ije,  fays  he,  do  paittters 
^fiitigutlb  lopus  from  origirals  f  and  Lave  not  authors  their  peculiar  ftyU 
mnd  mannfrifrom  ivbich  a  true  critic  k  can  form  as  unerring  judgment  as  m 
painter  /*  I  am  afraid  th's  illuftration  of  a  critick's  fcience  will  not  prove 
¥rhat  is  defired.  A  painter  knows  a  copy  from  an  original  by  rules  (ome- 
vhat  refemblmg  thofe  by  whicii  criticks  know  a  tranHation,  which  if 
it  be  literal,  and  literal  it  mufl  be  to  rcfcmble  the  copy  of  a  pidore^ 
¥rill  be  eafily  diliinp.uiihed.  Copies  are  known  from  originah,  cfen 
when  the  painter  copies  his  own  pidure;  fo,  if  an  author  fhould  lite- 
rally tia:illate  his  work,  he  would  lolc  the  manner  of  an  original. 

Mr.  Upton  confounds  the  copy  of"  a  pid'urc  with  the  imitation  of  a 
painter's  manner.  Copies  arc  eafily  known,  but  good  imitations  arc 
not  dctcfled  with  cou.'.l  certainty,  and  are,  by  the  beft  judges,  oftea 
iniilaken.  Nor  is  it  true  that  the  writer  h;«s  always  peculiarities  equally 
diftinguifhable  with  thofc  of  the  painter.  7  he  peculiar  m;.nner  of  each 
arifes  from  the  ddire,  natural  to  every  performer,  of  facilitating  his 
fubi'cquent  works  by  recurrence  to  his  former  ideas ;  this  recurrence 
produces  that  repetition  which  is  called  habit.  The  painter,  whofe 
work  is  partly  intciicclual  and  partly  manual,  has  habits  of  the  mind> 
the  eye,  and  the  hand  ;  the  writer  has  only  habits  of  the  mind* 
Yet,  fome  painters  have  diffiered  as  much  from  thcmfclves  as  from  any 
other;  and  I  have  been  told,  that  there  is  little  refemblance  between 
the  hril  works  of  Raphael  and  the  lad.  The  fame  variation  may  be 
expcdcd  in  writers  j  and  if  it  be  true,  as  it  fccms,  that  they  are 
lefs  fubjeft  to  habit,  the  difference  between  their  works  may  be  yet 
greater. 

But  by  the  internal  marks  of  a  compofition  we  may  difcovcr  the  au- 
thor with  probability,  though  fcldom  with  certainty.  When  I  read 
thia  play,  I  cannot  but  think  that  I  find,  both  in  the  ferious  and  lu- 
dicrous fcencs,  the  language  and  fentiments  of  Shakfpearc.  It  is  not 
indeed  one  of  his  moft  powerful  cffufions  j  it  has  neither  many  diverii- 
tSes  of  chara£lcr>  nor  ftriking  delineations  of  life,  but  it  abounds  in 
yftfffjAi  beyond  moft  of  his  plays,  and  few  have  more  lines  or  pall'ages^ 
which,  fingly  confidered,  are  eminently  beautiful.  1  am  yet  inclined 
to  believe  that  it  was  not  very  fuccefsful,  and  fufped^  that  it  has  efcapeA 
corruption,  only  becaufe,  being  feldom  played,  it  was  lefs  expofed  to  the 
hazards  of  tianfcription*     Johnson* 

4  I  rather 
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I  rather  would  entreat  thy  company. 

To  fee  the  wonders  of  the  world  abroad. 

Than,  living  dully  fluggardiz'd  at  home, 

"Wear  out  thy  you;h  with  fliapelcfs  idlenefs  *. 

But,  fince  thou  iov'H,  love  ilill,  and  thrive  therein. 

Even  as  1  would,  when  I  to  love  begin. 

Pro,  Wilt  thou  be  gone?  Sweet  Valentine,  adieu! 
Think  on  thy  Protheus,  when  thou,  haply,  feeft 
Some  rare  note-worthy  objed  in  thy  travel : 
Wifh  me  partaker  in  thy  happinefs. 
When  thou  doll  meet  good  hap ;  and,  in  thy  danger^ 
If  ever  danger  do  environ  thee. 
Commend  thy  grievance  to  my  holy  prayers. 
For  I  will  be  thy  bead*s-mau,  Valentine. 

Val.  And  on  a  love-book  pray  for  my  fuccefs. 

Pro.  Uponfome  book  I  love,  I'll  pray  for  thee. 

VaU  That's  on  fome  fh allow  flory  of  deep  love. 
How  young  Leander  crofs'd  the  Hellcfpont*. 

Pro.  That's  a  deep  flory  of  a  deeper  love; 
For  he  was  more  than  over  (hoes  in  love. 

Val,  'Tis  true;  for  you  are  over  boots  in  love. 
And  yet  you  never  fwcm  the  Hellefpont. 

Pro,  Over  the  boots?  nay,  give  me  not  the  boots ^. 

Val, 

*  ^^papelefi  idUncfs.]  The    cxprcflion  is  fine,    as    implying  th«t 
idUnefi  prevents  the  giving  any  form  or  charader  to  the  manners. 

Wa&buktok* 
J   — <  Jome  Jkalhtv  ftary  of  deep  loviy 

How  young  Leander  crofi'd  the  HellsfpontJ]  The  poem  of  MotJeuty 
entitled  Hzro  and   Leander,  Is  meant.     Marlowe's  tranflation  of 
this  piece  was  entered  on  the  Stationers'  books,  Sept.  18,  1593,  and  the 
firfttwoSeftiadsof  lt,with  a  fmall  part  of  the  third,  (which  was  all  that  be 
had  finiflicd,)  were  printed,   I  imagine,  in  that,  or  the  following  year* 
Sec  Blount's  dedication  to  the   edition  of  1637,   by  which  it  appears 
that    it  was   originally  publiflicd  in  an  impcrtedt  ftate.     It    was  ex- 
tremely popular,  and  del'ervedly  fo,  many  of  Marhice's  lines  being  a» 
£nnooth  as  thofe  of  Dryden.  Our  author  has  quoted  one  of  them  in  Asyom 
tike  if.     He  had  probably  read  this   poem  recently  before  he  wrote  the 
^refcnt  play;  for  he  again  alludes  to  it  in  the  third  ad: 
««  Why  then  a  ladder,  quaintly  made  of  cords, 
<«  Would  ferve  to  fcale  another  Hero's   tower, 
"  So  bold  Leander  would  adventure  it."     Malonz* 
4  ^nay,  give  mf  not  tk9  ^0of}.]  A  proverbial  exprefllon,  though  now 

difuled^ 


M8  TWOGEl^TLEAlfiN 

FaL  No,  I  will  not,  for  it  boots  thee  not. 

Fro.  What? 

Vol.  To  be  in  love,  where  fcorn  b  bought  with  groins ; 
Coy  looks,  with  hcait-forc  fighs;  one  lading  xnoment'f 

mirth. 
With  twenty  watchful,  weary,  tedious  nightt : 
If  haply  won,  perhaps,  a  haplefs  gain ; 
If  loft,  why  then  a  grievous  labour  won  i 
However,  but  a  folly  bought  with  wit. 
Or  elfe  a  wit  by  folly  vanquifhcd*. 

Pro%  So,  by  your  circumftance,  you  call  me  fool. 

Val.  So,  by  your  circumftance,  I  fear  you'll  prov6* 

Fro.  'Tis  love  you  cavil  at ;  I  am  not  love. 

VaL  Love  is  your  mafter,  for  he  mailers  you  ; 
And  he  that  is  to  yoked  by  a  fool, 
Methinks  fhould  not  be  chronicled  for  wife. 

Pro.  Yet  writers  fay.  As  in  the  fwecteft  bud 
The  eating  canker  dwells  *,  fo  eating  love 
Inhabits  in  thefineft  wits  of  all. 

Fal.  And  writers  fay.  As  the  moft  forward  bud 
Is  eaten  by  the  canker  ere  it  blow. 
Even  fo  by  love  the  young  and  tender  wit 
Is  turn'd  to  folly ;  blafting  in  the  bud, 
Lofing  his  verdure  even  in  the  prime. 
And  all  the  fair  efFefts  of  future  hopes. 
But  wherefore  wafte  I  time  to  counfel  thee, 

^fufed,  fignifying,  don't  make  a  laughing  ftock  of  mc  5  don't  play 
upon  me.  The  French  have  a  phralc,  BaliUr  foln  en  come ;  which 
Cotgrave  thus  interprets,  T§give  one  the  hoots  j  to  fell  him  a  bargain. 

Theobald* 

Perhaps  this  exprelTion  took  its  origin  from  a  fport  the  country  peo- 
ple in  Warwick(hh:e  ufe  at  their  harved-home,  where  jone  (its  as  judge, 
to  try  mifdemeanours  committed  in  harveil,  and  the  puniihmcnt  for 
the  men  is  to  be  laid  on  a  bench,  and  flapped  on  the  breech  with  a  pair 
of  hoots.  This  they  call  giving  them  the  hoots.  The  hoots^  howeveri 
were  anciently  an  engine  of  torture.  See  Mfs  Harl.  6999— 4S.  Stsst. 

5  However^  hut  a  folly  &c.]  This  love  will  end  in  ^fcoli/b  affion,  to 
produce  which  you  are  long  to  fpend  your  wiV,  or  it  will  end  in  the  lo(s 
ofyour«;;r,  which  will  be  overpowered  by  the  folly  of  love.  Johmson* 

*  ■  yis  in  the  fweeteft  bud 

7'bf  eating  canker  dwellsyl  So,  in  our  author's  70th  Sonnet, 
<<  For  catiker  Tke  thtfwtaeft  huds  doth  love,**    Malomi. 

That 
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That  art  a  votary  to  fond  defire  ? 

Once  more  adieu :  my  father  at  the  road 

Expedb  my  comings  there  to  fee  me  ihippM. 

Pro,  And  thither  will  I  bring  thee,  Valentine. 

f^ai.  Sweet  Protheus  no;  now  let  us  take  our  leave. 
At  Milan  ^,  let  mehear  from  thee  by  letters. 
Of  thy  fuccefs  in  love>  and  what  news  elfe 
Betideth  here  in  abfence  of  thy  friend  ; 
And  I  like  wife  will  vifit  thee  with  mine. 

Pro.  All  happinefs  bechance  to  thee  in  Milan ! 

yal.  As  much  to  you  at  home  !  and  fo,  farewell ! 

[Exh  Valentinb. 

Pra.  He  after  honour  hunts,  I  after  love : 
He  leaves  his  friends,  to  dignify  them  more ; 
I  leave  myfelf*,  my  friends,  and  all  for  love. 
Thou,  Julia,  thou  hafl  metamorphos'd  me  ; 
Made  me  negledt  my  fhidies,  lofe  my  time. 
War  with  good  counfel,  fet  the  world  at  nought ; 
Made  wit  ^  with  muiing  weak,  heart  iick  with  thought. 
Enter  Speed. 

SpeeJ.  Sir  Protheus,  fave  you :  Saw  you  my  mafter  ? 

Pro,  But  now  he  parted  hence,  to  embark  for  Milan. 

Speed.  Twenty  to  one  then,  he  is  Ihipp'd  already  5 
And  I  have  play'd  theiheep,  in  lofing  mm. 

Pro.  Indeed  a  fheep  doth  very  often  ftray. 
An  if  the  fhepherd  be  awhile  away. 

Speed.  You  conclude,  that  my  mafter  is  a  fhepherd  then^ 
and  I  a  Iheep*? 

Pro.  I  do. 

Speed.  Why  then  my  horns  are  his  horns,  whether  I 
wake  or  fleep. 

Pro.  A  filly  anfwer,  and  fitting  well  a  fheep. 

7  At  Milan y^^"]  The  old  copy  has— T0  Milan.  The  emendation  wu 
made  by  the  editor  of  the  fecond  fbliq.  The  firft  copy  however  may  he 
right.  «  To  Afi7an'**^may  here  be  intended  at  an  imperfed  fentence.. 
I  am  now  bound  for  Milan.    Malons. 

*  /leave,  Sec,']  Old  copy— 4/0v«^— .CorreCted  by  Mr.  Pope.  Maloni. 

*  Made  wir— ]  i.  e.  thou  haft  made  See.    Maloni* 

9  — >  •/bii^  f]  The*article,  which  it  wanting  in  the  origioal  copy^  was 
Applied  by  the  editor  of  the  ieicood  foUp.    Maioni* 

Spud. 
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Speed.  This  proves  mc  fhll  a  fhcep. 

Fro.  True ;  and  thy  mafter  a  fhepherd. 

Spnd,  Nay,  that  I  can  deny  by  a  circumftance. 

Fro.  It  fhall  go  hard,  but  I'll  prove  it  by  another. 

Speed.  The  fhepherd  feeks  the  iheep,  and  not  the  iheep 
the  fhepherd  ;  but  I  fcek  my  mafter,  and  my  mafter  feeks 
not  rae :  therefore,  I  am  no  ihcep. 

Fro.  The  fheep  for  fodder  follow  the  fhepherd,  the 
fhepherd  for  food  follows  not  the  fheep ;  thou  for  wages 
fbliowefl  thy  mailer,  thy  mailer  for  wages  follows  not 
thee :  therefore,  thou  art  a  fheep. 

Speed.  Such  another  proof  will  make  me  cry  baa. 

Fro.  But  doil  thou  hear  ?  gav'ilthou  my  letter  to  Julia  f 

Speed.  Ay,  fir :  I,  a  loft  mutton,  gave  your  letter  ta 
her,  a  laced  mutton';  and  ihe,  a  laced  mutton,  gaveme, 
a  loft  mutton,  nothing  for  my  labour. 

Fro.  Here's  too  fmalF  a  pafture  for  fuch  a  ftore  of  mut- 
tons. 

Speed.  If  the  ground  be  overcharg'd,  you  were  bef 
Hick  her. 

Fro.  Nay,  in  that  you  are  aflray ;  'twere  beft  potmd 
you. 

Speed.  Nay,  fir,  lefs  than  a  pound  (hall  fhall  ferve  me 
for  carr)'ing  your  letter. 

Fro.  You  miftake  ;  I  mean  the  pound,  a  pinfold. 

Speed.  From  a  pound  to  a  pin  ?  fold  it  over  and  over, 
'Tis  threefold  too  little  for  carrying  a  letter  to  your  lover. 

9  /,  tf  loft  mutton,  gan^e  your  Utter  to  her,  a  laced  mutton  ;]  Speed 
calls  himfcif  a  Icji  muifon,  becaufc  he  had  Ic/t  his  mafter,  and  becaufc 
Prothcus  had  been  proving  him  a  (hcep.  But  why  docs  he  call  the 
lady  a  laced  mutton  ?  Wenchcrs  are  to  thi«  day  called  tnutton-mcftgersp 
and  confei^uently  the  objc(ft  of  their  palTion  muft  be  the  mutton.  Thxob. 

A  laced  mutton  was  in  our  author's  time  fo  eftabliiTJed  a  term  for  a 
courtezan,  that  a  ftreet  in  Clcrkenwell,  which  was  much  frequented 
Vj  women  of  the  town,  was  then  called  Mutton-Iar.e.  It  feems  to  have 
Ifwn  a  phrafc  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  French  expreftion— f<7i/i>  coifte^ 
and  might  be  rendered  in  that  language,  tKouton  en  co'fet.  This  appel- 
lation appears  to  hive  been  as  old  as  the  time  of  king  llcnry  III.  <«  Item 
fequitur  gravis  pccna  corporalis,  fed  fmc  amillionc  vitae  vel  membrorum, 
C\  raptus  fi:  dc  concubir.a  legitiraa,  vel  aliS  qnafium facUntc^  fmr  deleftu 
perfortarum  :  has  quidcm  wes  debet  rcx  tucri  pro  pace  fua,"  BraOoa 
dtLegihuh  l^b.  ii.     Malom* 

Fro. 
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•  Tro.  But  what  faid  (he  ?  did  (he  nod*. 

^peed,  I.  [Speed /W/, 

Pro,  Nod,  I?  why  that's  noddy'. 

Speed,  You  miilook,  (ir  ;  I  fay  (he  did  nod  :  and  yoa 
afk.  me,  if  (he  did  nod ;  and  I  fay,  I. 

Pro,  And  that  fet  together,  is  noddy. 

Speed,  Now  you  have  taken  the  pains  to  fet  it  together, 
take  it  for  your  pains. 

Pro,  No,  no,  you  (liall  have  it  for  bearing  the  J etter. 

*  Speed,  Well,  I  perceive,  I  muft  be  fain  to  bear  with  you. 
Pro,  Why,  fir,  how  do  you  bear  with  me  ? 

Speed,  Marry,  fir,  the  letter  very  orderly  j  having  no- 
thing but  the  werd,  noddy,  for  my  pains. 

Pro,  Be(hrew  me,  but  you  have  a  quick  wit. 

Speed,  And  yet  it  cannot  overtake  your  (low  purfe. 

Pro,  Come,  come,  open  the  matter  in  brief:  What 
faid  (he  ? 

Speed,  Open  vour  purfe,  that  the  money,  and  the  mat- 
ter, may  be  both  at  once  deliver'd. 

Pro,  Well  fir,  here  is  for  your  pains :  What  faid  (he? 

Speed,  Truly,  Sir,  I  think  you'll  hardly  win  her. 
"  Pro,  Why  ?  Couldft  thou  perceive  fo  much  from  her? 

Speed,  Sir,  I  could  perceive  nothing  at  all  from  her  ; 
no,  not  fo  much  as  a  ducat  for  delivering  your  letter: 
And  being  fo  hard  to  me  that  brought  your  mind,  I  fear 
fhe'll  prove  as  hard  to  you  in  telling  your  mind  +•  Give 
her  no  token  but  Hones  ;  for  (he's  as  hard  as  Heel. 

Pro.  What,  faid  (he  nothing  ? 

»  m^ldpe  nod  /"]  Thefe  words  have  been  fupplied  by  fomc  of  tlie 
editors,  to  introduce  what  follows.     Steevims. 

They  were  fupplied  by  Mr.  Theobald.  In  Speed*s  anfwer  the 
old  fpelling  of  the  affirmative  particle  has  been  retained ;  otherwife  the 
conceit  of  Protheus  (fuch  as  it  is)  would  be  unintelligible.  Malone. 

i  •«  tbat^i  noddy.]  Neddy  was  a  game  at  cards.     Stbevens. 

This  play  upon  fyilubles  is  hardly  worth  explaining.  The  fpeakert 
intend  to  fix  the  name  of  noddy,  that  is/w/,  on  each  other.     Rzeo. 

^.m^nuUing  your  m\nd,'\  The  editor  of  the  fecond  folio,  not  under- 
ftanding  this,  altered  your  to  btr^  which  has  been  followed  in  all  the 
fubfequent  editions.  The  old  copy  is  certainly  right.  The  meaning 
itfm^be  being  fo  bard  to  me  vfbo  was  tbe  bearer  of  your  mind,  Jfearjbt 
niii provi  no  i^jsh  to  you,  when  y6u  aHdrefs  ber  in  perfiu*  The  oppo- 
fition  is  htXyN wiirwgbt  indteBng*    Maloux* 

Spud. 
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Sfeeif.  No,  not  fo  much  as — toAe  this /or  thy  pains,     To 

teftify  yoar  bounty,  I  thank  you,  you  have  teflem'd  me  ' ; 

in  requital  whereof,  henceforth  carry  your  letters  your- 

felf :  and  fo,  fir,  I'll  comlnend  you  to  my  mailer. 

Pro,  Go,  go,  be  gone,  to  fave  your  ihip  from  wreck  ; 

Which  cannot  perifh,  having  thee  aboard  ^, 

Beine  deilined  to  a  drier  death  on  fhore  :-— 

I  muft  go  fend  fome  better  meflenger ; 

I  fear,  my  Julia  would  not  deign  my  lines. 

Receiving  them  from  fuch  a  worthlels  po£b.  [ExiusU* 

SCENE    11. 

The  fame.     Garden  of  Julia's  hnufe^ 
Enter  Julia  and  Lucetta. 

Jul.  But  fay,  Lucetta,  now  we  are  alone, 
Would'ft  thou  then  counfel  me  to  fall  in  love  ? 

Luc.  Ay,  madam;  fo  you ftumble not unheedfully. 

Jul.  Of  all  the  fair  refort  of  gentlemen. 
That  every  day  with  parle  encounter  me. 
In  thy  opinion,  which  is  worthicft  love  ? 

Luc.  Plcafe  you,  repeat  their  names,  I'll  fhew  my  mind 
According  to  my  (hallow  fimple  (kill. 

JuL  What  think' ft  thou  of  the  fair  Sir  Eglamour  ^? 

Luc.  As  of  a  knight  well-fpoken,  neat  and  fine  ; 
But,  were  I  you,  he  never  (hould  be  mine. 

Jul.  What  think'ft  thou  of  the  rich  Mercatio  ? 

Luc.  Well,  of  his  wealth;  but  of  himfelf ,  fo,  fb. 

Jul.  What  think'ft  thou  of  the  gentle  Protheus  ? 

Luc.  Lord,  lord  !  to  fee  what  folly  reigns  in  us ! 

JuL  How  now,  what  means  this  paflion  at  his  name  ? 

Luc.  Pardon,  dear  madam;  'tis  a  pa(Cng  (hame. 
That  I,  unworthy  body  as  I  am, 

J  ^^om  hart  tcfte^nM  jrr;J  You    have  gratified  me    with  it  ttptfp 
t^trwy  OT  ttflfnt  that  is,    withaHxpence.     Johnson. 

The  old  rtadinr;  \^--<ffleriCd.     Sti evens. 

This  typographical  error  was  corrected  by   the  editor  of  the  fecond 
folio.      Ma  LONE. 

*  IVhUb  cannot  penjht  &c.]  The  fame  proverb  has  been  already  al< 
Judedto.     See  p.  6.     Reed. 

7  '■^air  Sir   Eglamour  ?]  Sir  Eg/amour  of  Artoyt  is  the  hero    of 
an  ancient  metrical  romance*     Stskvins. 

Sliould 
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Should  cenfure  thus  •  on  lovely  gentlemen. 

JuL  Why  not  on  Protheus,  asof  dl  the  reft? 

Luc.  Then  thus,*-of  many  good  I  think  him  beft. 
,  Jul.  Your  reafon  ? 

Luc.  I  have  no  other  but  a  woman's  reafon ; 
I  think  him  fo,  becaufe  I  think  him  fo. 

JuL  And  would'ft  thou  have  me  caft  my  love  on  him  f 

Luc,  Ay,  if  you  thought  your  love  not  caft  away. 

Jul.  Why,  he  of  all  the  reft  hath  never  mov'd  me. 

Luc.  Yet  he  of  all  the  reft,  I  think,  beft  loves  ye. 

JuL  His  little  fpeaking  ftiows  his  love  but  fmall. 

Luc.  Fire,  that  is  clofeft  kept,  bums  moft  of  all. 

JuL  They  do  not  love,  that  do  not  (how  their  love. 

Luc.  O,  they  love  leaft,  that  let  men  know  their  love. 

JuL  I  would,  I  knew  his  mind. 

Luc.  Perufe  this  paper,  madam. 

JuL  To  Juiia,'~~S2iy,  from  whom  ? 

Luc.  That  the  contents  will  ftiow. 

JuL  Sayj  fay ;  who  gave  it  thee  ? 

Luc.  Sir  Valentine's  page ;    and  fent,  I  think,  from 
Protheus : 
He  would  have  given  it  you,  but  I,  being  in  the  way. 
Did  in  your  name  receive  it ;  pardon  the  fault,  I  pray. 

JuL  Now,  by  my  modefty,  a  goodly  broker  •  I 
Dare  you  prefume  to  harbour  wanton  lines  ? 
To  whifper  and  confpire  againft  my  youth  ? 
Now,  truft  mcv  'tis  an  office  of  great  worth. 
And  you  an  officer  fit  for  the  place. 
There,  take  the  paper,  fee  it  be  return'd  ; 
Or  elfe  return  no  more  into  my  fight. 

Luc.  To  plead  for  love  deferves  more  fee  than  hate* 
JuL  Will  you  be  gone  ? 

Luc.  That  you  may  ruminate.  [Exiu 

JuL  And  yet,  I  would  I  had  o'erlook'd  the  letter. 
It  were  a  Ihame,  to  call  her  back  again, 
And  pray  her  to  a  fault  for  which  I  chid  her. 

8  Should  cenfure  tbus'^']  To  ctmfun^  in  our  author^t  time,  generaUy 
figoified  to  giveune^sjodgment  or  opinion.     Maloks. 

9  -^^  goodly  broker  /]  A  broker  was  ufed  for  mttchxnaker^  rometimet 
for  a  procurefs.    Johnson. 

Vol.  I.  I  What 
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What  fool  is  fhe,  that  knows  I  am  a  maid. 
And  would  not  force  the  letter  to  my  view  ? 
Since  maids,  inmodefty,  (siy  No,  to  that' 
Which  they  would  have  the  profFerer  confbue,  Jfj^ 
Fie,  fie  !  how  wayward  is  this  foolifti  love. 
That,  like  a  tefty  babe,  will  fcratch  the  nur{e> 
And  prcfcntly,  all  humbled,  kifs  the  rod  1 
How  churlifhly  I  chid  Lucetta  hence, 
WTien  willingly  I  would  have  had  her  here  ! 
How  angrily  1  taught  my  brow  to  frown. 
When  inward  joy  enforcM  my  heart  to  fmilc  I 
My  penance  is,  to  call  I«ucetta  back. 
And  aflc  remiffion  fcr  my  folly  paft  :— 
What  ho!  Lucetta! 

Re-inttr  Lucetta. 

Luc.  What  would  your  ladyihip  \ 

Jul.  Is  it  near  dinner-time  ? 

Liic.  I  would,  it  were  ; 
That  you  might  kill  your  flomach  ^  on  youv  meat> 
And  not  upon  your  maid. 

Jul.  What  is't  that  you 
Took  up  fo  gingerly  ? 

Luc.  Nothing. 

Jul.  Why  didil  thou  ftoop  then  ? 

Luc.  To  take  a  paper  up  that  I  let  fall. 

Jul.  And  is  that  paper  nothing  \ 

Luc.  Nothing  concerning  me. 

Jul.  Then  let  it  lie  for  Aofe  that  it  concerns. 

Luc.  Madam,  it  will  not  lie  where  it  concerns, 
Unlefs  it  have  a  falfe  interpreter. 

Jul,  Some  love  of  yours  hath  writ  to  you  in  rhime- 

Luc.  That  I  might  fing  it,  madam,  to  a  tune  : 
Give  me  a  note  :  your  ladyihip  caniet. 

Jul.  As  little  by  fuch  toys  as  may  be  poffible  : 
Beftling  it  to  the  tune  of  Light  o'  lo^ve. 

Luc.  It  is  too  heavy  for  fo  light  a  tune. 

Jul.  Heavy  ?  belike,  it  hath  fome  burden  then, 

*  — Aj'  ^®»  '*  '^^^  *^']  ^  paraphrafc  on  the  old  proverb,  *«  Mai4t 
fay  n^^,  and  take  it.'*    St£BV£ns. 

*  -^^«j»<n./»]  vrat  ufcd  ht  feffi^n  or  otftleacy*    Johnsok. 

Lt/Cm 


OF     V  E  R  O  N  A.  115 

Luc^  Ay  ;  and  melodious  were  it,  would  you  iing  it. 

Jul,  And  why  not  you  ? 

Luc,  I  cannot  reach  fo  high. 

Jul.  Let's  fee  your  fong  :— How  now,  minion  ? 

Luc.  Keep  tune  there  ftiU,  fo  you  will  fing  it  out : 
And  yet,  methinks,  I  do  not  like  this  tune. 

Jul.  You  do  not  ? 

Luc,^  No,  madam  ;  it  is  too  (harp* 

Jul,  You,  minion,  are  too  fancy. 

Luc,  Nay,  now  you  are  too  flat. 
And  mar  the  concord  with  too  harfh  a  defcant  ^ : 
There  wanteth  but  a  mean  ^  to  fill  your  fong. 

Jul,  The  mean  is  drown'd  with  your  unruly  bafe. 

Luc,  Indeed,  I  bid  the  bafe  for  Protheus '. 

Jul,  This  babble  Ihall  not  henceforth  trouble  me. 
Here  is  a  coil  with  proteilation  !—  [Tean  the  letter. 

Go,  get  you  gone ;  and  let  the  papers  lie : 
You  would  ht  fingering  them,  to  anger  me. 

Luc,  She  makes  it  fbange  ;  but  fhe  would  be  beflpleas'd 
To  be  fb  anger'd  with  another  letter.  [Exit, 

Jul,  Nay,  would  I  were  fo  anger'd  with  the  fame  !    . 

0  hateful  hands,  to  tear  fuch  Ipvmg  words  ! 
Iiyurious  wafps  ;  to  feed  on  fuch  fweet  honey. 
And  kill  the  bees,  that  yield  it,  with  your  llings ! 
I'll  kifs  each  feveral  paper  for  amends. 

Look,  here  is  writ — kind  Julia  ; — unkind  Julia  ! 
As  in  revenge  of  thy  ingratitude, 

1  throw  thy  name  againft  the  bruiiing  ftoiies. 
Trampling  contemptuoufly  on  thy  difdain. 

-And  here  is  writ — lo've-^wounded  Protheus  :— 
Poor  wounded  name !  my  bofom,  as  a  bed. 
Shall  lodge  thee,  till  thy  wound  be  throughly  healM ; 

And 

3  ^^  too  harjb  a  defcant:]  Defcant  is  a  term  in  mufic.  Sea  Sir 
John  Hawkins's  note  on  the  nrfl  fpeech  in  K,  Richard  JIL  Stbi vb  |>f  s. 
.     4  •— ^«/  a  mean,  &c.]  The  mean  is  the  tenor  in  xnulic.  St xx yens 

S  Indeed,  I  bid  the  baft  for  Protheus.]  The  fpeaker  here  turns  t^e 
•UuTion  (which  her  miftreis  employed)  from  the  bafe  in  mujick  to  a 
country  exercife.  Bid  the  bafe :  in  which  fome  purfue,  and  others  are 
made  prifoners.  So  that  Lucecta  would  intend,  by  this,  to  fay.  In- 
deed I  take  pain)  to  make  you  a  captive  to  Protheus*!  paliton.    Wakp* 

Du  Warburton  is  oot  quite  accurate.  The  game  was  not  called  Bid 
I  %  the 

•  ^^ 
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And  thus  I  iearch  it  with  a  towcmgn  kifs. 
Bot  twice,  or  thrice,  was  Protheus  written  down  : 
Be  calm,  good  wind,  blow  not  a  word  awaj. 
Till  1  have  found  each  letter  in  the  letter. 
Except  mine  own  name ;  that  iome  whirlwind  bear 
Unto  a  ragged,  fearful,  hanging  rock. 
And  throw  it  thence  into  the  raging  fea  ! 
ho,  here  in  one  line  is  his  name  twice  writ,— - 
Fcor  forhrn  Protbeus,  paffi§nate  PrttBems, 
T§  the  Jnueet  Julia  ;— that  Til  tear  away  ; 
And  yet  1  will  not,  iith  {o  prettily 
He  couples  it  to  his  complaining  names : 
Thoj  will  I  fold  them  one  npon  another  ; 
Now  kifs,  embrace,  contend,  ^  what  yoa  will. 
Re-enter  Lucbtta. 

Lue.  Madam,  dinner's  ready,  and  yoor  father  fiajrs. 

Jul.  Well,  let  us  go. 

Luc.  What,  (hall  thefe  papers  lie  like  tell-tales  here  ? 

Jul.  If  you  refpcd  them,  beft  to  take  them  up. 

Luc.  Nay,  I  was  taken  up  for  laving  them  down : 
Yet  here  they  fliall  not  lie,  for  catcnine  cold. 

Jul.  I  fee,  you  have  a  month's  mind  to  them*. 

Luc.  Ay,  madam,  you  may  fay  what  fights  you  fee  ; 
I  fee  things  too,  although  you  judge  I  wink. 

Jul.  Come,  come,  will't  plcafe  you  go  ?         [Exeunt* 

the  Bafe,  but  the  Baft.     To  bid  the  bafe  means  here,  1  beliere,  /•  cbsl'- 
Unge  to  a  ccntep.     So,  in  our  author's  Fenus  and  Adonii : 
'<  To  bid  the  wind  a  bafe  he  now  prepares, 
«•  And  wh'er  he  run,  or  fly,  they  knew  not  whether.**  Malonx. 

*  Jf^'^yo*^  />*v^tf  month's  mind/o  tb€m.]  A  month* s  mind  was  aa 
snniverfary  in  times  of  popery;  or,  as  Mr.  Ray  calls  it,  a  lefs  folem- 
nity  dire^ed  by  the  will  of  the  deceafcd.  There  was  alfo  a  yeart 
mindf  a^nd  a  %veek*t  mtfid.     Ste  Proverbial  Pbrafes,     GaET. 

A  month's  mind,  in  the  ritual  fenfe,  fignifies  not  defire  or  inclina- 
tion, but  remembrance  ;  yet  I  fuppofe  this  is  the  true  original  of  th« 
expreifion.     Iohnson. 

In  Hampshire,  and  other  weflem  counties,  for  «  I  can't  remtmbtr 
It,'*  they  fay,  "  Ican't  wiW  it."     Blackstonk. 

If  this  line  was  defigned  for  a  verfe,  we  (hould  read-^monr^M  mind. 
Soy  in  the  M'ldjummer  NighCs  Dream  : 

"  Swifter  than  the  moonri  fphcre." 
Both  thefe  art  the  Saxon  genitive  cafe.    STtxvsNS* 

SCEN^ 
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SCENE      III. 

The  fame,     A  Room  in  Anthonio's  Houfe, 

Enter  Anthonio  and  Pan  thing. 

Ant.  Tell  me,  Panthino,  what  fad  talk  ^  was  that. 
Wherewith  my  brother  held  you  in  the  cloifter  ? 

Pant.  'Twas  of  his  nephew  Prothcus,  your  fon. 

Ant.  Why,  what  of  him  ? 

Pant.  He  wonder'd,  that  your  lordfhip 
Would  fu/Fer  him  to  fjpend  his  youth  at  home; 
While  other  men,  of  flender  reputation. 
Put  forth  their  Tons  to  feek  preferment  out : 
Some  to  the  wars,  to  try  their  fortune  there  ; 
Some,  to  difcover  iflands  far  away  •  ; 
Some,  to  the  fludious  univerixties. 
For  any,  or  for  all  thefe  exercifes. 
He  faid,  that  Protheus,  your  fon,  was  meet ; 
And  did  requeft  me,  to  imp6rtune  you. 
To  let  him  fpend  his  time  no  more  at  home. 
Which  would  be  great  impeachment  to  his  age  *, 
In  having  known  no  travel  in  his  youth. 

Ant.  Nor  need' ft  thou  much  imp6rtune  me  to  that 
Whereon  this  month  I  have  been  hammering, 
I  have  confidcr'd  well  his  lofs  of  time  ; 
And  how  he  cannot  be  a  perfed  man. 
Not  being  try'd,  and  tutor 'd  in  the  world; 
Experience  is  by  induftry  atchiev'd. 
And  perfeded  by  the  fwift  courfe  of  time : 
Then,  tell  me,  whither  were  I  beft  to  fend  him  ? 

?  «.  tvbat  fad  talk]  Sad  is  the  fame  is  grave  or ferhus,  Johnsok* 
•  Some,  to  difcover  iflands  far  away  j]  In  Shakfpeare*s  time,  voy- 
ages  for  the  difcovery  of  the  iflands  of  America  were  much  in  Togtie* 
And  we  tand,  in  the  journals  of  the  travellers  of  that  time,  that  the 
Tons  of  noblemen,  and  of  others  of  the  bed  families  in  England,  went 
very  frequently  on  thefe  adventures.  Such  as  the  Fortefcues,  CoUitons, 
Thornhills,  Farmers,  Pickerings,  Littletons,  Willoughbys,  Chefters, 
Hawleys,  Bromleys,  and  others.  To  this  prevailing  fafliion  our  poet 
frequently  alludes,  and  not  without  high  commendations  of  it.  Wakb* 
9  m^mm  great  impeachment  to  bit  age,]  Impeacbwtent  It  hindrance. 

STXIVSNt. 

I  t  PatBt. 
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Pant,  I  think,  your  lordfhip  is  not  ignorant. 
How  his  companion,  youthful  Valentine, 
Attends  the  emperor  in  his  royal  court  *. 

jint,  I  know  it  well. 

Pant.  'Twere  good,  I  think,  your  lordihip  font  him 
thither: 
There  (hali  he  praftife  tilts  and  tournaments. 
Hear  fweet  difconrfe,  converfe  with  noblemen  ; 
And  be  in  eye  of  ev^ry  cxercife, 
t  Worthy  his  youth  ^nd  noblenefs  of  birth. 

Jnt.  I  liki  Ihy  edunfel ;  well  liaft  thou  advisM  : 
And,  that  thou  may* ft  perceive  how  well  I  like  it. 
The  execution  6f  it  fhall  make  known ; 
Even  with  thfc  fpe^dieft  expedition 
I  will  difpatch  him  to'the"emperor*s  court. 

Pant.  To-morrow,  may  it  pleafc  you,  Dcm  Alphonib^ 
With  other  gentlemen  of  good  efteem. 
Are  journeying  to  falute  the  emperor. 
And  to  commend  tlieir  fcrvice  to  his  will. 

Jnt.  Good  company ;  with  them  fhall  Protheus  go : 
And,  in  good  time  *, — now  will  we  break  with  him. 

Enter  Protheus. 
Pro,  Sweet  love  !  fwect  lines  !  fweet  life  ! 
Here  is  her  hand,  the  agent  of  her  heart ; 
Here  is  her  oath  for  love,  her  honour's  ]pawn  : 
O,  that  our  fathers  would  applaud  our  loves, 

"  Attendi  the  empfrer  in  his  royal  court*]  Shakfj>earc  has  been  guil* 
ty  of  no  mhlakfe  in  placing  the  cmperor^;^  court  at  Milan  in  this  pUf. 
Several  of  thcfirfl  German  emperors  held  their  courts  there  occafion- 
ally,  it  being,  at  that  time,  their  inrmediatc  property,  and  the  chief 
tpwn  of  their  Italian  dominions.  Some  of  them  were  crowned  kings  of 
Italy  at  Milan,  before  they  received  the  imperial  crown  at  Rome.  Nor 
*  has  the  poet  fallen  into  any  contradi<£^ion,  by  giving  a  duke  to  Milan  at 
tHe  fame  time  that  the  emperor  held  his  court  there.  The  firft  dukes 
9f  that,  and  all  the  other  great  cicies  in  Italy,  were  not  foverciga 
princes,  fis  they  afterwards  became  j  but  were  merely  governors,  or 
viceroys,  under  the  emperors,  and  removeablc  at  their  pleafure.  Such 
was  the  Duke  of  Milan  mentioned  in  this  play.     Steevens. 

»  — /n  goodtimey]  In  good  time  was  the  old  exprcffion  when  Some- 
thing happened  which  Wnei  the  thing  in  hand,  as  the  Fxench  fay, 
^. propose    Johnson. 

To 
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To  feal  our  happinefs  with  their  confents  ! 

0  heavenly  Julia! 

Ant,  How  now  ?  what  letter  are  you  reading  there  ? 

Pro,  May't  pleafe  your  lordfhip,  'tis  a  word  or  two 
Of  commendation  (cnt  from  Valentine, 
Deliver'd  by  a  friend  that  came  from  him. 

Ant,  Lend  me  the  letter ;  let  me  fee  what  news. 

Pro,  There  is  no  news,  my  lord  ;  but  that  he  writes 
How  happily  he  lives,  how  well  Kelov'd, 
And  daily  graced  by  the  emperor; 
Wiihing  me  with  him,  partner  of  his  fortune. 

Ant.  And  how  ftand  you  afFefted  to  his  wifh  ? 

Pro,  As  one  relying  on  your  lordlhip's  will. 
And  not  depending  on  his  friendly  wilh. 

Ant,  My  will  is  fomething  forted  with  his  wifh  : 
Mufe  not  that  I  thus  fuddenly  proceed  ; 
For  what  I  will,  I  will,  and  there  an  end. 

1  am  refolv'd,  that  thou  Ihalt  fpend  fome  time 
With  Valentinus  in  the  emperor's  court ; 
What  maintenance  he  from  his  friends  receives. 
Like  exhibition  ■  thou  (halt  have  from  me. 
To-morrow  be  in  readinefs  to  go  : 

Excufe  it  not,  for  I  am  peremjptor)'. 

Pro,  My  lord,  I  cannot  be  {q  foon  provided  ; 
Pleafe  you,  deliberate  a  day  or  two. 

Ant,  Look,  what  thou  want*ft,  (hall  be  fcnt  after  thee : 
No  more  of  ftay  ;  to-morrow  thou  muft  go. — 
Come  on,  Panthino ;  you  (hall  be  employ'd 
To  haften  on  his  expedition. 

\Exeunt   Ant  HON  10  and  Panthino, 

Pro,  Thus  have  I  (hunn'd  the  fire,  for  fear  of  born.* 
ing; 
And  drench' d  me  in  the  fea,.  where  I  am  drown'd ; 
I  fear'd  to  (hew  my  father  Julia's  letter. 
Left  he  (hould  take  exceptions  to  my  love  ; 
And  with  the  vantage  of  mine  own  excufe 
Hath  he  excepted  moft  againft  my  love. 

s  ^gjchibitioti]  i.  e.  ftUowance*    Steevsni* 

I  4  O,  hour 
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O,  how  this  fpring  of  love  rcfcmbleth  ♦ 
The  unceruin  glory  of  an  April  day ; 

Which  now  fhcws  all  the  beauty  of  the  fun. 
And  by  and  by  a  cloud  ukes  all  away  ! 


Rt'iHttr 


4  Of  b9W  this  Spring  of  Ivoe  refembUth]  It  was  not  always  the  cu- 
ftom  among  our  early  writers  to  m^ike  the  firft  and  third  lines  rhime  to 
each  other  ;  and  when  a  word  was  not  long  enough  to  complete  th^ 
meafure,  they  occa/ionally  extended  it.  Thus  Spenfer,  in  his  Fmtry 
S^Mun^  B.  II.  c.  12: 

<<  Formerly  grounded,  and  hdfetteleJ.** 
Again>  B.  n.  c.  12  : 

"  The  while  fweet  Zephlrus  loud  wbiJieltA^  Sec* 

From  this  pradtice,  I  fuppofe  our  author  wrote  refembeUtb,  which, 
though  it  affords  no  jingle,  completes  the  verfc.  Many  poems  hftvc 
been  written  in  this  meafure,  where  the  fecond  and  fourth  lines  only 
rhime.     Stkevens. 

Rtfembietb  is  here  ufed  as  a  quadrifyllable,  as  if  it  was  written  rf- 
ftmbtUtb.     Sec  Com.  of  Errors,  Aft  V.  fc.  the  laft  : 

*'  And  thcfe  two  Dromios,  one  in  femhlance,"**, 
jis ycu  like  it,  A^II.  fc.  ii. 

**  The  parts  and  graces  of  the  lurefiUrC'* 

And  it  ihould  be  obfervcdythacShakfpcare  takes  the  fame  liberty  with 
many  other  words,  in  which  /,  or  r,  is  fubjoined  to  another  confonaot* 
See  Com,  of  Errors,  next  vcrfe  but  one  to  that  cited  above: 

"  Thcfe  are  the  parents  to  thefc  children,"* 
where  fome  editors,  being  unneccflarily  alarmed  for  the  metre,  have 
endeavoured  to  help  it  by  a  word  of  their  own  : 

**  Thefe  plainly  are  the  parents  to  thcfe  children.**    Tvhwhitt. 

Thus  much  1  had  thought  futficient  to  fAy  upon  this  point,  in  the 
edition  of  thefc  plays  puMiflicd  by  Mr.  Stccvcns  in  1778.  Since  which 
the  Author  of  Remarks,  Sec,  on  that  edition  has  been  pleafed  to  aflert, 
p.  7.  '<  that  Shakfpcare  does  not  appear,  from  the  above  inftances  at 
lea^,  to  have  taken  the  fmailefl  liberty  in  extending  his  words  :  neither 
has  the  incident  of  /,  or  r,  being  fubjoined  to  another  confonant  any 
thing  to  do  in  the  matter.** — "  The  truth  is,**  he  goe«?  on  to  fay,  *«  that 
tvery  verb  in  the  Engliih  language  gains  an  additional  fyllable  by  its  ter- 
mination in  eft,  etb,  ed,  ing,  or,  (when  formed  into  a  fubftantive)  in 
#r  J  and  the  above  words,  nohcn  rightly  printed,  are  not  only  unexcep* 
tionable,  but  mofl  jud.  Thus  resemble  makes  refemble-etb  \  ^ureftte^ 
fureftle^er  I  sitid  fettle,  nvhiftle,  tickle,  mzkt  fcttle-edy  ivhiftU'ed,  tickU'ed.** 

As  to  this  fuppofed  Canon  of  the  Enghfh  language,  it  would  he  eafy 
to  fliew  that  it  is  quite  fanciful  and  unfounded  ;  and  what  he  calls  tba 
right  method  of  printing  the  above  toords  is  fuch  as,  I  believe,  was  never 
adopted  before  by  any  mortal  in  writing  them,  nor  can  be  followed  in 
the  pronunciation  of  them  without  the  help  of  an  entirely  new  fylieoa 

of 
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Re-enter  Pant  hi  no. 

Fant*  Sir  Protheus,  your  father  calls  for  you  ; 
He  is  in  haftc,  therefore,  I  pray  you,  go. 

Pro.  Whv,  this  it  is  1  my  heart  accords  thereto  ; 
And  yet  a  thoufand  times  it  anfwers,  no.  \Exeunt. 

of  fpelUng.  But  any  further  difcufHon  of  this  matter  is  unneceifary ; 
becaufe  the  hypothecs,  though  allowed  in  its  utmoft  extent,  will  not 
prove  either  of  the  points  to  which  it  is  applied.  It  will  neither  prove 
that  Shakfpeare  has  not  taken  a  liberty  in  extending  certain  words,  nor 
that  he  has  not  taken  that  liberty  chiefly  with  words  in  which  /,  or  r, 
is  fubjoined  to  another  confonant.  The  following  are  all  inftances  of 
nouns,  fubdantlve  or  adje^^ive,  which  can  receive  no  fupport  from 
the  fuppofed  Canon.  That  Shakfpeare  has  taken  a  liberty  in  extend^ 
ing  thefe  words  is  evident,  from  the  confideration,  that  the  fame  words 
are  more  frequently  ufed,  by  his  contemporaries  and  by  himfelf,  without 
the  additional  fyllable.  Why  he  has  taken  this  liberty  chiefly  with 
words  in  which  /,  or  r,  is  fubjoined  to  another  confonant|  muft  be  ob- 
vious to  any  one  who  can  pronounce  the  language. 

Country^  trifyllable. 
T.  N.  A£t  I.  fc.  ii.     The  like  of  him.     Know'ft  thou  this  country  f 
Coriol.  A£t  1.  fc.  iii.  Die  nobly  for  their  eountry^  than  one* 

Rememhrartce,  quadrifyllable. 
T.  N.  A^  I.  fc.  i.  And  lafting  in  her  fad  rememhrance* 
W.  T.  A&  IV.  fc.  iv.   Grace  and  remembranct  be  to  you  both* 

Angry y  tryfy liable. 
Timon.  A€t  111.  fc.  v.  But  who  is  man,  that  is  not  angrym 

Henryt  trifyllable. 
Rich.  III.  A€t  II.  fc.  iii.  So  flood  the  ftate,  when  Henry  tht  Sixth— « 
%  H.  VI.  A€t  II.  fc.  ii.  Crown*d  by  the  name  oi Henry  the  Fourth* 
And  fo  in  many  other  pafTages* 

Monfiroui^  trifyllable. 
Macb.  A£t  IV.  fc.vi.  Who  cannot  want  the  thought  how  menfiromim 
Othello.  Adlil.  fc.  iii.  *Tis  monftrwu    lago,  who  began  it  r 

Ajfemblyy  quadrifyllable. 
M.  A.  A.  N.  Aa  V.  fc.  laft.  Good  morrow  to  this  f^iajfemblym 

Doug/at y  trifyllable. 
2  H.  IV.  A€t  V.  fc.  ii.  Lord  Donglas  go  you  and  tell  him  fo* 

England,  trifyllable. 
Rich.  II.  Adt  IV.  fc.  i.     Than  Bolingbrooke  return  to  Englsnd. 

Humbler,  trifyllable* 
J  H.  VI.  A€t  III.  fc.  i.  Methinkshis  lordfhip  ihould  htbmmbler. 

Ifobler^  trifyllable. 
Coriol.  A€l  III.  fc.  ii.  You  do  the  nobler*  Cor*  I  mufe  my  mother—. 

Ttawmitt* 

ACT 
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A  C  T    II.       S  C  E  N  E    L 

Milan.     A  R%cm  in  tc:  I>vke's  Pmisct, 

Sftfti.  Sir,  yoar  glore. 

Fal.  Not  mine  ;  my  gknrcs  are  on. 

9feed,  Wby  dien  tkis  11127  be  yoon^  fox  this  is  but 
one'. 

JW.  Ha  !  let  woe  fee:  ay»  give  it  me,  it's  iiuiie>^ 
Sweet  ornament  that  decks  a  tMng  divine  I 
All  Silvia!  Sihria! 

S^/fJ,  Madam  Silvia!  madam  Silvia ! 

raL  How  now,  firrah  ? 

^^td.  She  is  not  within  hearing,  Hr. 

Val,  Why,  fir,  who  bad  you  call  her? 

Speed.  Your  worfhip,  fir  ;  or  elfc  I  miftook. 

Val.  Well,  you'll  fh'll  be  too  forvtard. 

Speed.  And  yet  I  was  laft  chidden  for  being  too  flow. 

VaL  Go  to,  fir ;  tell  me,  do  yon  know  madam  Silvia .' 

Speed,  She  that  yoor  worfhip  loves  ? 

Val.  Why,  how  know  you  that  I  am  in  love  ? 

Speed,  marr)',  by  thefe  fpecial  marks  :  Firft,  you  have 
Icarn'd,  like  fir  Protheus,  to  wreath  yoar  arms  like  a  male- 
content  ;  to  reliih  a  love-fong,  like  a  Robin-red-breaft ; 
to  walk  alone,  like  oiiC  that  had  the  pefHlcnce ;  to  figh, 
like  a  fchool-boy  that  had  loft  his  A  B  C  ;  to  weep,  iLcc 
a  young  wench  that  had  buried  her  grandam ;  to  faft,  like 
one  that  takes  diet  ^  \  to  watch,  like  one  chat  fears  rob- 

5  Val.  T^ot  mine^  mj  gloves  are  on. 

Speed,  ffnty  tbtn^  this  may  h*  ywri\  for  this  is  3irf  one]  It 
ihould  feem  from  this  pafTage,  that  the  word  one  was  anciently  pro- 
nounced as  if  it  were  written  en.  The  quibble  here  is  loft  by  the 
change  of  pronunciation  $  a  lofs,  however,  which  may  be  very  pati- 
ently endured.     Malokk. 

6  .~-fakrs  diet  j]  To  take  diet  was  the  phrafc  for  being  under  a  regi- 
men for  a  difcafe  mentioned  in  Timtm  : 

**  —bring  down  the  rofe  cheek'd  youth 

«  To  the  tub-faft  and  tbe  dien''   Stxsvins, 

4  '       bing ; 
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bing ;  to  fpeak  puling,  like  a  beggar  at  Hallowmas  ^. 
You  were  wont,  when  you  laugh'd,  to  crow  like  a  cock  ; ' 
when  you  walk'd,  to  walk  like  one  of  the  lions  ;  when 
you  fafted,  it  was  prefently  after  dinner  ;  when  you  look'd 
I'adly,  it  was  for  want  of  money  :  atid  now  you  are  nieta^- 
raoi^hos'd  with  a  miftrefs,  that>  when  I  look  on  you,  I 
can  hardly  think  you  my  mafter. 

Fal.  Arc  all  thefe  things  perceived  in  me  ? 

Speed,  They  are  all  perceived  without  yc. 

Val,  Without  me  ?  they  cannot. 

Speed.  Without  you  ?  nay,  that's  certain  ;  for,  without 
you  were  fo  fimple,  none  elie  would ' :  but  you  are  fo  with- 
out thefe  follies,  that  thefe  follies  are  within  you,  and 
ihiiie  thiViUgh  you  like  the  water  in  an  urinal ;  that  not  an 
eye,  that  fees  you,  but  is  a  phyfician  to  comment  on  your 
malady. 

Fal,  But,  tell  me,  doft  thou  know  my  lady  Silvia  ? 

Speed,  She,  that  you  gaze  on  fo,  as  Ihe  iits  at  fuppcr  ? 

ral.  Hafl  thou  obferved  that  ?  even  (he  I  mean. 

Speed.  Why,  fir,  I  know  her  not. 

Val.  Doft  thou  know  her  by  my  gazing  on  her,  and  yet 
khow^^  her  not  ? 

Speed.  Is  ine  not  hard-favour*d,  fir  ? 

VaL  Not  fo  fair,  boy,  as  Weil-favout'd# 

Speed.  Sir,  I  know  that  well  enough. 

Fal.  What  doft  thou  know  ? 

Speed.  That  (he  is  not  fo  fair,  as  {of  you)  welUiavoarM. 

rnl.  I  mean,  that  her  beauty  is  exquifite,  but  her  fa- 
vour infinite. 

7  "^Hallrtumau']  That  is,  about  the  feaftof  All-Saints,  when  winter 
begins,  and  the  life  of  a  vagrant  becomes  lefs  comfortable.     Johnson* 

Is  it  worth  remarking,  that  on  AU-Sainti'Day  the  poor  people  in 
Staffordjb'xuy  and  perhaps  in  other  country  places,  go  from  parifli  to 
parifh  a  fouling  as  they  cull  it  y  i.  e.  begging  and  puling  (or  finging  fmall, 
as  Bailey'4  -Dia.  explains  fttling)  for  foul -cakeM,  or  «ny  good  thing  ta 
make  them  merry  ?  '^i'his  culiom  is  mentioned  by  Peck,  and  fcems  » 
iiemnant  of  Popifh  fuperftition  to  pray  for  departed  fouls,  particularly 
thofc  of  friends.  The  fonler^s  fong,  in  Staffordfiire,  is  diftcrent  from 
t}xit  which  Mr.  Peck  mentions,  and  is  by  no  means  worthy  publica* 

tion.      TOLLET,  ft 

«  mmm  vcnftlft  would :]  None  elfc  would  l^e  fo  Jimple,    Johnson. 

Speed* 
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Spwtd.  Tcat'tbecaafetWoaeispziBSBd,  aad^odbcr 
0Btof  all  comsr. 

/W.  How  pufited  r  andiiovciit  of  ccant  ? 

Speed.  Mmitj,  is,  Jopainrrd,  to  make  her  &ir»  dut 
flO  mo 'cocnts  of  berbeaiicj.    -- 

/W.  How  dbcm'ft  choa  me  ?    I  acanaf  of  Ikt  bcntf. 

^/y.  Yoo  nerer  (aw  her  fince  fiie  was  cieiva'd. 

IW.  How  long  hatji  (he  been  <iefbnB*d  ? 

Sfmd,  Erer  £ace  700  loved  her. 

rk/«  I  hare  lored  her  ever  fince  I  law  her  ;  aad  131 1 
fee  kcr  beaotilbl. 

Speeds  If  yen  lore  her,  yoo  cumot  (ee  her. 

/W.  Why? 

i>w/.  Becanie  bve  is  blind.  O,  that  yoa  had  mine 
eyes  ;  or  your  own  eyes  had  the  liehts  they  were  wont  to 
hare,  when  yoa  chid  at  fir  Prothens  tor  going  nngartered  '  I 

Fa/.  What  (hoold  I  fee  then  ? 

Sfffd.  Your  ov/11  prefent  folly,  and  her  paffing  defor- 
mity :  for  he,  being  in  love,  could  not  fee  to  garter  his 
hofe ;  and  you,  being  in  love,  cannot  fee  to  pot  on  yqnr 
hofe. 

FaL  Belike,  boy,  then  yoa  are  in  love ;  for  lafl  morn« 
ing  you  could  not  (ee  to  wipe  my  (hoes. 

Speed.  True  A  fir ;  I  was  in  love  with  my  bed :  I  thank 
rou,  you  Twinged  me  for  my  love,  which  makes  me  the 
bolder  to  chide  you  for  yours. 

/W.  In  conclufion,  I  ftand  afFe&cd  to  her. 

Speed.  I  would  you  were  fet ;  To,  your  affedion  woqld 
ceafe. 

FaL  Lad  night  (he  enjoin'd  me  to  write  fome  lines  to 
one  (lie  loves. 

Speed.  And  have  you? 

FaL  Ihavc. 

Speei/.  Are  they  not  lamely  writ  ? 

Fai.  No,  boy,  but  as  well  as  I  can  do  them  :— 
Peace,  here  (he  comes. 

9  '^ for  gain  I  ungartcrcd  !  j  This  is  enumerated  by  Rofalind  in  At 
Tom  Like  it,  At\  III.  fc.  ii.  as  one  of  the  undoubted  marks  of  love  : 
••  Then  your  hofe  ihould  be  ungarttred^  your  bonnet  unhanded,  &c.** 

Maloni* 
.  Enter 


O  F    V  E  R  O  N  A.  I2J 

Enter  Silvia. 

SpteJ.  O  excellent  motion  *  !  O  exceeding  puppet ! 
Now  will  he  interpret  to  her. 

yal.  Madam  and  miftrefs,  a  thoofand  good  morrows. 

Speed.  O,  'give  ye  good  even  !  here's  a  million  of 
manners.  [Jfide. 

SiL  Sir  Valentine  and  fervant  *,  to  you  two  thomand. 

Speed,  He  (hould  give  her  intereil ;  and  fhe  gives  it  him* 

FaL  As  you  enjom'd  me,  I  have  writ  your  letter^ 
Unto  the  fecret  namelefs  friend  of  yours  ; 
Which  I  was  much  unwilling  to  proceed  in. 
But  for  my  duty  to  your  lady  (hip. 

Sil.  I  thank  you,  gentle  fervant :  'tis  very  clerkly  done  '• 

FaL  Now  truft  me,  madam,  it  came  hardly  oiF*  ; 
For,  being  ienorant  to  whom  it  goes, 
I  writ  at  random,  very  doubtfully. 

^/7.  Perchance  you  think  too  much  of  fo  much  pains  ? 

FaL  No,  madam  ;  fo  it  ftead  you,  I  will  write, 
Pleafe  you  command,  a  thoufand  times  as  much  : 
And  yet, — 

StL  A  pretty  period  !  Well,  I  guefs  the  fequel  ; 
And  yet  I  will  not  name  it : — and  yet  I  care  not  ;— 
And  yet  take  this  again ; — and  yet  I  thank  you  ; 
Meaning  henceforth  to  trouble  you  no  more. 

Speed,  And  yet  you  will ;  and  yet  another  yet.    [Jfide. 

FaL  What  means  your  ladyftiip  ?  do  you  not  like  it  ? 

Si'L  Yes,  yes !  the  lines  arc  very  (juaintly  writ : 
But  fmce  unwillingly,  take  them  again ; 
Nay,  take  them. 

Fal,  Madam,  they  are  for  you. 

<  0  excellent  motion  !  &c.]  Motion,  in  Shakfpeare^s  time,  fignified 
puppet,  and  rumecime^  a  puppet -Jhoxc,  Speed  means  Co  fay,  that  SiWia 
is  a  puppet,  and  that  Valentine  is  to  interpret  to,  or  rather /or  her* 

Si«  J.  Hawkins. 

X  ^m^  fervant,']  iHcrc  Silvia  calls  her  lover  fervant,  and  again,  below, 
her  gentle  fervant.  This  was  the  language  of  ladies  to  their  lovers  at 
the  time  when  Shakfpeare  wrote.     Sir  J.  Hawkins. 

i  —  *tit  very  clerkly  eionf.]  i.  e.  like  afcholar.     Stixvins.    . 

4  •— i/  came  hardly  ofi*;]  A  fimilar  phrafe  occurs  io  Timon,  A€t  I.  fc.  it 
<  *This  coma  off  vf til  and  excellent.**    Stxsvbns. 

Sil, 
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Sil.  Ay,  ay ;  you  writ  them,  fir,  at  my  requefl  ; 
But  I  will  none  of  them ;  they  are  for  you  : 
I  would  have  had  them  writ  more  movingly. 

Fai.  Pleafe  you,  I'll  write  your  ladylhip  another. 

Sil.  And,  when  it's  writ,  for  my  fake  read  it  over  I 
And,  if  it  pleafe  you,  fo  ;  if  not,  why,  fo. 

Fal.  If  it  pleafe  me,  madam  ;  what  then  ? 

^/7.  Why,  if  it  pleafe  you,  take  it  for  your  labour ; 
And  fo  good^morrow,  fervant .  [ Exit  S  i  l r  i  a  « 

Speeif,  O  jcft  unieen,  infcru table,  invifible. 
As  a  nofe  on  a  man's  face,  or  a  weathercock  on  a  lleeple ! 
My  mailer  fues  to  her ;  and  (he  hath  taught  her  faitor» 
He  being  her  pupil,  to  become  her  tutor. 
O  excellent  device  !  was  there  ever  heard  a  better  ? 
That  my  matter,  being  fcribe,  to  himfelffhould  write  the 
letter  ? 

Fal.  How  now,  fir  ?  what  are  you  reaibningwith  yourfelP? 

Speed.  Nay,  I  was  rhiming ;  'tis  you  that  have  the  reaibn. 

/W.  To  do  what? 

Speed.  To  be  a  fpokefman  from  madam  Silvia. 

Fal.  To  whom? 

Speed.  To  yourfelf  :  why,  (he  wooes  you  by  a  figure. 

Fal.  What  figure? 

Speed.  By  a  letter,  I  (hould  fay. 

FaL  Why,  (he  hath  not  writ  to  me  ? 
•    Speed.  What  need  (he,  when  (he  hath  made  you  write 
to  yourfelf?  Why,  do  you  not  perceive  the  jeft  ? 

Fal.  No,  believe  me. 

Speed.  No  believing  you  indeed,  fir  :  But  did  you  per- 
ceive her  eiirneft  ? 

Fal.  She  gave  me  none,  except  an  angry  word. 

Speed.  Why,  iLc  hath  given  you  a  letter. 

Fal.  That's  the  letter  I  writ  to  her  friend. 

Speed.  And  that  letter  hath  (he  deli ver'd,  and  there  an 
end^ 

Fal,  1  would,  it  were  no  worfe. 

S  —  reafon'.ug  Kvi/h  yourfelf  f^    That  is,  difcourjingf  talkiKg,     An 
Italiaittfm.     Johnson. 
4  •.  and  tber<  am  iR<i.]  U  c.  thert*i  the  coodufion  of  the  matter. 

8t  SEVENS. 

Speed. 


O  if     V  E  R  O  N  A*  i2yi 

Speed.  I'll  warrant  you,  'ris  as  well : 
For  often  ha'veyou  ^writ  to  her ;  and Jbe^  in  modefty. 
Or  elf e  for  'want  of  idle  time y  could  not  again  reply  ; 
Or  fearing  elfe  fome  meffenger^  that  might  her  mind  difco^ver^ 
Herfelfhath  taught  her  lo<ve  himfelfto  lurite  unto  her  lo<ver,^^ 
All  this  I  fpcak  in  print  ^  ;  for  in  print  I  found  it. — 
Why  mufe  you,  fir  ?  *tis  dinner  time. 

FaL  I  have  dined. 

Speed  Ay,  but  hearken,  fir :  though  the  cameleon  love 
can  feed  on  the  air,  I  am  one  that  am  nourifh'd  by  my 
viftuals,  and  would  fain  have  meat :  O,  be"*not  like  your 
jniilrefs  ;  be  moved,  be  moved,  [Excunfm 

S     C     E     N    E      II. 

Verona,     j^  Room  in  Julia's  Houfe* 
Enter  Phot  he  us  and  Julia. 

Pro.  Have  patience,  gentle  Julia. 

Jul.  I  muft,  where  is  no  remedy. 

Pro,  When  poffibly  I  can,  I  will  return. 

JuL  If  you  turn  not,  you  will  return  the  fooner  : 
Keep  this  remembrance  for  thy  Julia's  fake. 

[giving  a  ring^ 

Pro,  Why  then  we'll  make  exchange ;  here,  take  you  thi«, 

JuL  Andfeal  the  bargain  with  a  holy  kifs. 

Pro,  Here  is  my  hand  for  my  true  conilancy  ; 
And  when  that  hour  o'er-flips  me  in  the  day. 
Wherein  I  figh  not,  Julia,  for  thy  fake, 
The  next  eniuing  hour  fome  foul  mifchancc 
Torment  me  for  my  love's  fo^getfulnefs  ! 
My  father  flays  my  coming ;  anfwer  not ; 
The  tide  is  now :  nay,  not  thy  tide  of  tears  ; 
That  tide  will  flay  me  longer  than  I  fhould ; 
Julia,  farewell. — What  I  gone  without  a  word  ?  [£jf/V  JuZr* 
Ay,  fo  true  love  fhould  do  :  it  cannot  fpeak  ; 
For  trutJi  hath  better  deeds,  than  words,  to  grace  it. 
Enter  Pa  NT  HI  NO. 

Pani.  Sir  Protheus,  you  are  flaid  for. 

Pro,  Go  ;  I  come,  I  come  : — 
Alas  !  this  parting  flrikei  poor  lovers  dambr        [Extuntm 

7  —  in  print  j ]  Means  %t;hb txaSrtefs,     SrxitvxNS. 

SCENE 
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Tbt  fmm$.     A  Strut. 
Enter  Laukce,  Uaiing  a  d^^ 

Launce.  Najr,  'twiH  be  this  hour  ere  I  kuve  done  «feef-' 
ing  (  all  the  kind  of  the  Laimces  have  this  Yeiy  £uilr  t*  I 
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my  mother  weeping,  my  father  wailing,  my  after  crying, 
oor  maid  howling,  oar  cat  wringing  her  htnds,  afld'Sl 
our  hoafe  in  a  great  perplexity,  yet  did  not  diift  emel- 
hearted  cur  fhed  one  tear  :  he  is  a  ftone^aiUcry  pebble- 
floiie,  and  han  no  more  pity  in  him  thitn  adogt  tf'jiw 
would  have  wept  to  have  leen  our  patting ;  why,  my 
grandam  having  no  eyes,  look  you,  wept  i<meirbiind^<at 
my  parting.  Nay,  I'll  (how  you  the  manner  of  it  r-This 
ihoc  is  mv  father  ; — no,  this  left  (hoe  is  my  ftther  ;— no, 
no,  this  left  (hoe  is  my  mother ; — nay,  that  eahaoti)e^fo 
neither; — ^yes,  it  is  fo,  itisfo;  it  hath' the  WotferMe  : 
This  (hoc,  with  the  hole  in  it,  is  my  mother,  and  this 
my  father ;  A  vengeance  on't  I  there  'tis :  now,  fir,  this 
flafF  is  my  fider ;  for,  look  you,  (he  is  as  white  2(s  e  iifly* 
and  as  fmail  as  a  wand :  this  hat  is  Nan,  our  maid ;  I  km 
the  dog  7 :— no,  the  dog  is  himfelf,  and  I  am  the  dog,— 
oh,  the  dog  is  mc,  and  I  am  myfelf ;  ay,  (b,  fo.  ffew 
come  I  to  my  father ;  Father,  your  bleffing  ;  now  ifaohld 
not  the  (hoc  fpcnk  a  word  for  weeping  ;  now  (hould  I  kifs 
mv  father  ;  well,  he  weeps  on  :  now  come  I  to  my  mother, 
(6,  that  (he  could  fpeak  now!)  like  a  wood  woman ^$ — 

well, 

7  —  I  <im  tht  (/flfr ; — Vc]  This  paflage  Is  much  confufed,  and  of  eon- 
fiifionlhc  prcfent  leaJinj;  makes  no  end.  Sir  T.  Haamcr  reads,  I  ttm. 
iLf  </<f,  i-(i,  ibr  Jog  .s  iimhlff  and  1  urn  me,  the  d-jgh  the  doj,  and  I 
«m  m^i'^f'  Tl»"'s  cr. t.tinly  is  more  rcafonable,  but  I  know  not  bow 
much  rcjfon  the  author  intended  to  bcltow  on  Launce^s  foltloqoy. 

JOH!CSOM. 

y  ^^iikea  wood  tvomaH  I]  i.  e.  a  franticJc  woman.  The  old  copy 
iCiJs— wc;./i  woman.    The  emendation  is  Mr,  Theobald's.  Malone.* 

Oh! 
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Well,  I  klfs  her ; — ^why  there  'tis  ;  here's  my  mother's 
breath  up  and  down :  now  come  I  to  my  filler ;  mark  the 
moan  (he  makes :  now  the  dog  all  this  while  fheds  not  a 
tear,  rtor  fpeaks  a  word;  but  fee  how  I  lay  the  dull  with 
my  tears. 

Enter  Pant  hi  NO. 

Pant.  Launce,  away,    away,   aboard ;    thy  matter  is 
(hipped,  and  thou  art  to  poft  after  with  oars.     What's  the 
matter?   why  weep'ft  thou,  man?  Away,  afs;  you  will' 
lofe  the  tide,  if  you  tarry  any  longer. 
^  ,  LauHcs,  It  is  no  matter  if  the  ty'd  were  loft' ;  for  it  is 
the  unkindeft  ty'd  that  ever  any  man  ty'd. 

Pant,  What's  the  unkindeft  tide  ? 

Launce.  Why,  he  that's  ty'd  here  ;  Crab,  xHy  dog. 

Pant.  Tut,  man,  I  nfeart  thou'lt  lofe  the  flood ;  and, 
in  loiing  the  flood,  lofe  thy  voyage ;  and,  in  lofing  thy 
voyage,  lofe  thy  mafter  ;  and,  in  loiing  thy  xhafter,  Ibic 
thy  (ervice ;  and,  in  loftng  thy  fervice, — Why  doft  thou 
fiop  my  mouth  ? 

Launce.  For  fear  thou  (hould'ft  lofe  thy  tongue. 

Pant.  Where  (hould  I  lofe  my  tongue  ? 

Launce.  In  thy  tale. 

Pant.  In  thy  tail  ? 

Launce.  Lofe  the  tide,  and  the  voyage,  and  the  mafter, 

Ob  !  that  fbi  could  fpeak  novf  like  a  woad-v^eman  /]  I  am  not  certain 
that  I  underftand  tJii.s  paflage.  fFood^  or  crazy  women,  were  anciently 
fuppofed  to  tell  fortunes.  Launce  may  therefore  mean,  that  a&  her 
geihires  arethofe  of  frantick  perfons,  (o  he  wiAes  flie  was  poHcnbd  of 
their  other  powers,  and  could  predict  his  fate.  Or  (hould  we  point  the 
line  as  interrupted  ?  Oh  th^t  (he  could  fpeak  now  1— ^ike  a  wood  wo- 
man !  meaning,  I  wi(h  (he  could  fpeak-^but  (he  behaves  at  if  (he  were 
out  of  her  fenfes  !     St  k  e  v  z  n  s. 

Print  thus :  Now  come  I  to  my  mother  (oh  that  (he  could  fpeak 
now  !)  like  a  wood  ^oman.  Perhaps  the  humour  would  be  heightened 
by  reading  (oh  that  tlie /&o^  could  fpeak  now!)     Blackstone. 

I  have  followed  the  punftuation  recommended  by  Sir  W.  Blackrtone, 
The  emendation  propofcd  by  him  was-  made,  I  find,  by  Sir  T.  Han- 
mer.    Malone. 

9  — if  the  ty'd  loere  Joft'y]  This  quibble,  wretched  as  it  is,  might 
have  been  borrowed  by  Shakfpeare  from  Lylly*s  Endymhriy  1591 :  *<  £//. 
Tou  know  it  is  faid,  the  tide  tarriethi  for  no  man.— 5«j«.  True.«« 
BpK  A  monftrous  lye  :'  for  I  was  ty^d  two  hours,  and  tarried  for 
one  to  unlofc  me."    Stjevins. 

VbL.  I.  K  and 
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and  the  fcrvice,  and  the  tide*  ?  Why  ^  man,  if  die  nvet 
were  dry,  I  am  able  to  fill  it  with  my  tears  ;  if  the  wind 
were  down,  I  could  drive  the  boat  with  my  iighs. 

Pant,  Come,  come  away,  man  ;  I  was  fent  to  call  thee. 

Launce,  Sir,  call  me  what  thou  darelt. 

Pant.  Wilt  thou  go  ? 

Launce*  Well,  I  will  go.  [Exeunt • 

SCENE    IV. 

Milan.     A  Room  in  the  Duke's  Palace. 

Enter  Valentikb,  Silvia,  Thurio,  emJ  Spii»* 

SiL  Servant,— 
FaL  Miftrefs  ? 
.  SpeeJ.  Mafter,  fir  Thurio  frowns  on  you. 
Fal.  Ay,  boy,  it's  for  love. 
Speed.  Not  of  you. 
Fal.  Of  my  miftrefs  then. 
Speed.  'Twere  good,  you  knockM  him. 
SiL  Servant,  you  are  fad. 
Val.  Indeed,  madam,  I  feem  fo. 
Thu.  Seem  you  that  you  are  not  ? 
FaL  Kaply,  I  do. 
Thu.  So  do  counterfeits. 
Fal.  So  do  you. 

Thu.  What  feem  I,  that  I  am  not  f 
FaL  Wife. 

Tbu.  What  inftance  of  the  contrary  ? 
FaL  Your  folly. 

^hu.  And  how  quote  you  my  folly*  ? 
FaL  I  quote  it  in  your  jerkin. 
Thu.  Nly  jerkin  is  a  doublet. 
FaL  Well,  then,  I'll  double  your  folly. 
Thu.  How? 
SiL  What,  angrj^  fir  Thurio  ?  do  you  change  colour.^ 

I  —  and  the  tide  ?]  I  fliould  fuppofe  thcfc  three  words  to  be  repeatei 
through  fomc  error  of  the  printer.     St kz yens. 

*  —  hrw  quote  ^-ctf  my  folly  f  ]  To  auott  is  to  objerve.  StE£vck8. 

Valentine  in  his  anfwer  plays  upon  tnc  word,  which  waj  pronounced 
xtif  vcriitcn  CM/.    Malon c» 

Fal. 
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Val,  Give  him  leave,  madam ;  he  is  a  kind  of  came- 
leon. 

Thu,  That  hath  more  mind  to  feed  on  your  blood,  than 
live  in  your  air. 

f^aL  You  have  faid,  fir, 

Thu.  Ay,  fir,  and  done  too,  for  this  time. 

Fal,  I  know  it  well,  fir  ;  you  always  end  ere  you  begin. 

^/7.  A  fine  volley  of  words,  gentlemen,  and  quickly 
(hot  off. 

FaL  'Tis  indeed,  madam  ;  we  thank  the  giver. 

SiL  Who  is  that,  fervant  ? 

F'al,  Yourfelf,  fweet  lady  ;  for  you  gave  the  fire  ;  fir 
Thurio  borrows  his  wit  from  your  ladylhip's  looks,  and 
fpends  what  he  borrows,  kindly  in  your  company. 

Thu.  Sir,  if  you  fpend  word  for  word  with  me,  I  fhall 
make  your  wit  bankrupt. 

Fai.  I  know  it  well,  fir :  you  have  an  exchequer  of 
words,  and,  I  think,  no  other  treafure  to  give  your  fol- 
lowers ;  for.  it  appears  by  their  bare  livieries,  that  they 
live  by  your  bare  words. 

^/7.  No  more,  gentlemen,  no  more;  here  comes  my 
father. 

Enter  Duke. 

Duie.  Now,  daughter  Silvia,  you  are  hard  befet. 
Sir  Valentine,  your  father's  in  good  health  ; 
What  fay  you  to  a  letter  from  your  friends 
Of  much  good  news  ? 

f^al.  My  lord,  I  will  be  thankful 
To  any  happy  mefTenger  from  thence. 

Duke,  Know  you  Don  Anthonio,  your  countryman  ? 

FaL  Ay,  my  good  lord,  I  know  the  gentleman 
To  be  of  worth,  and  worthy  cftimation. 
And  not  without  defert  fo  well  reputed  '. 

Duke,  Hath  he  not  a  fon  ? 

FaL  Ay,  my  good  lord ;  a  fon,  that  well  deferves 
The  honour  and  regard  of  fuch  a  father. 

Duke,  You  know  him  well  ? 

3  jitid  not  without  defert  &c.]  And  not  dignified  with  fo  much  repu- 
tation without  proportion;iU  merit.     Johnson. 

K  2  Fal. 
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FaL  I  knew  him,  as  myfelf ;  for  from  our  infancy 
We  have  convcrs'd,  and  fpent  our  hours  together : 
And  though  myfelf  have  been  an  idle  truant. 
Omitting  the  Iweet  benefit  of  time. 
To  cloatn  mine  age  with  angel-like  perfedion  ; 
Yet  hath  fir  Protheus,  for  that's  his  name. 
Made  ufe  and  fair  advantage  of  his  days  ; 
His  vears  but  young,  but  his  experience  old ; 
His  head  unmellow'd,  but  his  judgment  ripe  ;- 
And,  in  a  word,  (for  far  behind  his  worth 
Come  all  the  praifes  that  I  now  bcftow,) 
He  is  complete  in  feature,  and  in  mind. 
With  all  good  grace  to  grace  a  gentleman. 

Duke.  Beihrew  me,  fir,  but,  if  he  make  this  good. 
He  is  as  worthy  for  an  emprefs'  love. 
As  meet  to  be  an  emperor's  counfellor. 
Well,  fir ;  this  gentleman  is  come  to  me. 
With  commendation  ^m  great  potentates  ; 
And  here  he  means  to  fpend  his  time  a-while  : 
I  tliink,  'tis  no  unwelcome  news  to  you. 

Val,  Should  I  have  wifh'd  a  thing,  it  had  been  he-^ 

Duke,  Welcome  him  then  according  to  his  worth  ^ 
Silvia,  I  fpeak  to  you  ;  and  you,  fir  Thurio  :— 
For  Valentine,  I  need  not  'cite  him  to  it  ♦ : 
I'll  fend  him  hither  to  you  prefehtly.  [Exit  Duke. 

Val.  This  is  the  gentleman,  I  told  your  ladyfhip. 
Had  come  along  with  me,  but  that  his  miftrefs 
Did  hold  his  eyes  lock'd  in  her  cryftal  looks. 

SiL   Belike,  that  now  fhe  hath  enfranchis'd  them 
Upon  feme  other  pawn  for  fealty. 

Fai,  Nay,  fure,  I  think,  fhe  holds  them  prifoners  ftill. 

SiL  Nav,  then  he  ftiould  be  blind ;  and,  being  blind. 
How  could  he  fee  his  way  to  feek  out  you  ? 

FaL  Why,  lady,  love  hath  twenty  pair  of  eyes. 

T/;u,  They  fay,  that  love  hath  not  an  eye  at  all. 

FaL  To  fee  fuch  lovers,  Thurio,  as  yourfelf ; 
Upon  a  homely  object  love  can  wink, 

4  /  tietJ  not  Wtzkim  to  it :]  i.  e«  hciti hlm^to it«     Max,pnx. 

Mmer 


O  F    V  E  R  O  N  A.  133 

Enter  Protheus. 

^*7.  Have  done,  have  done  ;  here  comes  the  gentleman, 

VaL  Welcome,  dear  Protheus ! — MiHrefs,  I  befeech  you. 
Confirm  his  welcome  with  fome  fpecial  favour. 

SiL  His  worth  is  warrant  for  his  welcome  hither. 
If  this  be  he  you  oft  have  wifh'd  to  hear  from. 

VaL  Miftrefs,  it  is  :  fweet  lady,  entertain  him 
To  be  my  fellow-fcrvant  to  your  ladylhig^ 

5/7.  Too  low  a  miftrefs  for  fo  high  a  fervant. 

Fro,  Not  fo,  fwcet  lady  ;  but  too  mean  a  fervant 
To  have  a  look  of  fuch  a  worthy  miftrefs. 

VaU  Leave  off  difcourfe  of  difability  :— 
Sweet  lady,  entertain  him  for  your  fervant. 

Pro,  My  duty  will  I  boaft  of,  nothing  elfe. 

5/7.  And  duty  never  yet  did  want  his  meed  : 
Servant,  you  are  welcome  to  a  worthlefs  miftrefs. 

Pro,  \\\  die  on  him  that  fays  fo,  but  yourfelf. 

5/7.  That  you  are  welcome  ? 

Pro,  That  you  are  worthlefs  * . 

Enter  Servant. 
Ser.  Madam*,  my  lord  your  father  would  fpeak  with  you. 
5/7.  I'll  wait  upon  hispleafure.  \Exit  Servant.]  Come, 
Sir  Thurio, 
Go  with  me  : — Once  more,  new  fervant,  welcome : 
I*il  leave  you  to  confer  of  home-affairs ; 
When  you  have  done,  we  look  to  hear  from  you. 
Pro,  We'll  both  attend  upon  your  ladyftiip. 

\Exeunt^\\.\\hy  Thurio,  ^iWSp'eed. 
Val,  Now,  tell  me,  how  do  all  from  whence  you  came  ? 
Pro,  Your  friends  are  well,  and  have  them  much  com- 
mended. 
Val,  And  how  do  yours  ? 

5  ^bat  you  are  loortbUfs,']  Dr.  Johnfon  readt<— iVo,  thit  you  are 
worthlefs.  But  perhaps  the  particle  which  he  has  fupplied  is  un- 
neccflary.  JVortUefi  was,  I  believe,  ufcd  as  a  trifyllable.  Sec  Mr. 
Tyrwhitt's  note,  p.  120.     Ma  lone. 

6  Ser,  .Madam f^  This  fpeech,  which  was  given  in  the  old  copies 
to  Thurio,  was  properly  transferred  to  the  Servant  by  Mr.  Theobald. 

Malonk. 

K  3  Pro. 
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For,  :r.  rrrcr:!'*  of  cj  csctrz;::  cf  !^t*, 

JUr.  t  r.i:h  c'*;il*d  •I^'rp  ^ryus.  3t  r::±nl!ti  eye?, 

Ar.-:  ;,!!.'.  Co  hiri'^Icd  3C,  *.«,  I  ccrirlr'f, 
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Fal.  Kvjn  fn?  ;  an:;  is  fr.e  r.o:  ^  hcaven!y  faint? 
/'rj.  '.'o  ;  b-t  fi.e  h  an  eanhiV  pi^mgoa. 
rj.  L'A\  ;.ercivi-c. 
frs,  J  v/ilj  not  ilaiier  her. 
/^tf/.  O  fiattcr  rne  ;  for  love  delights  in  praifes. 
Pr".,  V/hcn  I  v.i.s  fick,  you  gave  mc  bitter  pills; 
And  i  mu;l  minifter  the  like  to  you. 

/W.  Then  fpcakthe  truth  by  her  ;  if  not  divine, 

7  Vrivi^i  LlgL  itrf^trlcus  tl::i^!.ti — ]  For  ivk'.Je  I  read  theft.  I  have 
eont'-nincd  Imvc  anu  am  pup.ilhcd.  Tk^fc  high  thoughts,  by  which  I 
cialti-d  myfcif  ;.bo\'!  human  palfions  or  fraikiss,  ha\c  brought  upon  tnc 
faH»  ari'l  i^toa':s.     Johnson. 

J  bclir.vt  thtol  1  c/j  y  i'.  right.  Jmperloui  Is  an  epithet  very  fretucrtJy 
•^{tlied  to  t.ue  by  hhakfj/cart*  and  iii'j  contemporaries.  A  few  lines 
iower  Valcniljic  obfirvcs,  th.it  **  love's  a  ml^lty  lord.'*     Malokc. 

»  .— nc  nuftf  to  hii  cortc^liQn  j  |  No  mifcry  thatctfii  he  compared  to  the 
puniflim'-nt  if.liitlcd  by  lovr.  Herbert  callej  tor  the  prayers  of  the  Li- 
turgy a    little   before  lii-j  death,  faying^  None  to  tbemf  none  to    them, 

JOHNSOJ*. 

Yet 
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Yet  let  her  be  a  principality  *, 

Sovereign  to  all  the  creatures  on  the  earth. 

Pro.  Except  my  miftrcfs. 

VaL  Sweet,  except  not  any ; 
Except  thou  wilt  except  againft  my  love. 

Pro.  Have  I  not  feafon  to  prefer  mine  own  ? 

Val.  And  I  will  help  thee  to  prefer  her  too : 
She  ihall  be  dignified  with  this  high  honour, — 
To  bear  my  lady's  train  ;  left  the  bafe  earth 
Should  from  her  vefture  chance  to  ileal  a  kifs. 
And,  of  fo  great  a  favour  growing  proud, 
Difdain  to  root  the  fummer-fwclling  flower  *, 
And  make  rough  winter  everlaftingly. 

Pro,  Why,  Valentine,  what  braggardifm  is  this  ? 

VaL  Pardon  me,  Protheus :  all  1  can,  is  nothing 
To  her,  whofe  worth  makes  other  wortliies  nothing  ; 
She  is  alone  '. 

Pro. .  Then  let  her  alone. 

Vai,  Not  for  the  world :  why,  man,  (he  is  mine  own  ; 
And  I  as  rich  in  having  fuch  a  jewel. 
As  twenty  feas,  if  all  their  fand  were  pearl, 
Tfae  water  neftar,  and  the  rocks  pure  gold. 
Forgive  me,  that  I  do  not  dream  on  thee, 
Becaufe  thou  fee'ft  me  dote  upon  my  love. 
My  foolifti  rival,  that  her  father  likes. 
Only  for  his  pofTeffions  are  fo  huge. 
Is  gone  with  her  along  ;  and  I  muft  after. 
For  love,  thou  know'ft,  is  full  of  jealoufy. 

Pro.  But  ftie  loves  you  ? 

Val.  Ay,  and  we  are  betroth'd ;  nay,  more,  our  mar- 
riage hour. 
With  all  the  cunning  manner  of  our  flight. 
Determined  of:  how  I  muft  climb  her  window ; 

I  .»  a  principality, "X  The  firft  or  principal  of  women.  So  the  old 
writers  ufe  y?tffr.  ^^  She  is  aladyy  a  great  ^ztc.*^  Latymer.     Johnson* 

There  i$  a  fimilar  fenfe  of  this  word  in  St.  Paurs  Epiftle  to  the  Ro- 
xnans,  viii.  38.^-*' nor  angels,  nor  principalities,'*     Stcevzns. 

*  —  fummer-fwelling  Jlovfery'\  The  Jummer-fwelling  flower  is  the 
flower  which  fwells  in  iummer,  till  it  expands  itfelfinto  bloom.  Stekt* 

-i  She  is  alone,}  She  Hands  by  herfelf.  There  is  none  to  be  compared 
to  her.     Johnson. 

K  4  The 
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The  ladder  made  of  cords ;  and  all  the  means 
Plotted,  and  'greed  on,  for  my  happinefs. 
Good  Prothcus,  go  with  me  to  my  cnambcr. 
In  thefe  affairs  to  aid  me  with  thy  counfel. 

Pro,  Go  on  before  ;  I  (hall  enquire  you  forth : 
I  muil  unto  the  road  ^,  to  difembark 
Some  neccifaries  that  I  needs  mud  ufe ; 
And  then  I'll  prefcntly  attend  you. 

Fai.  Will  you  make  haftc  ? 

Pro.  I  will. —  [Exit  Valentine. 

Even  as  one  heat  another  heat  expels. 
Or  as  one  nail  by  flreneth  drives  out  another. 
So  the  remembrance  of  my  former  love 
Is  by  a  newer  objcdl  quite  forgotten '. 
Is  it  mine  eye,  or  Valentinus'  praife  *, 
Her  true  perfection,  or  my  falfe  tranfgrefilon. 
That  makes  me,  rcafonlcls,  to  reafon  thus  ? 
She's  fair  ;  and  fo  is  Julia,  that  I  love  ; — 
That  T  did  love,  for  now  my  love  is  thaw'd  ; 
Which,  like  a  waxen  image  'gainft  a  fire  ^, 

Bears 

4  —  the  rond]  The  haven  ;  where  fliips  r'uk  at  anchor.     Maloks* 

5  E'ven  as  one  beat  another  heat  expe!%i 

Or  as  one  nail  hy  Jirength  drives  out  another, 
So  the  remembrance  of*  my  former  love 

Is  by  a  ncwcrobje<5l  quite  forgotten.]    Our  author  Teems  here  to 
have  r^mtm\>crt<iThel'ragrcall  Hyficry  of  Romcus  and  Juliet ,  1562? 
**  And  as  out  of  a  plankc  a  nayle  a  nayle  doth  drive^ 
**  So  tfonel/ove  cut  of  the  m'lnde  the auncient love  dotb  rivc,^ 
So  alfo,  in  Corhhnus  : 

"  One  lire  drives  out  one  fire;  one  na'il  one  rail,'*''     Malonz. 
*  Is  tt  mine  eye,  cr  f^afer.tinus*  ffraife."]  The  v.ord^jf^,  which  is  not  in 
the  firft  folio,  was  furplieJ  by  Dr.  Warburton.  The  editor  of  the  fecund 
folio,  finding  the  line  defe^ivc,  abfurdly  filled  it  up  thus  i 
Is  it  mine  thenf  or  Valentinean's  praife. 
The  old  copy  has — Falcn^tines^  and  perhaps  rhe  Saxon  genitive  cafe 
was  intended.    The  reading   however,  that  I  iiave  placed  in  the  ttxt,  it 
juftified  by  a  former  line.     See  page  119.     Mai. one. 

7  — .  <j  waxen  im:igc  ^galr.fi  a  ffffj  -Alluding  to  the  figures  made  by 
witches,  as  rcprefenratives  of  thofc  whom  they  dcfigncd  to  torment  or 
deftroy.     St  e  evens. 

King  James  afcribes  thefe  images  to  the  devil,  in  his  Treatifi  cf  Dit- 
monohgie  t''^  «*  to  fome  others  at  thefe  times  he  teacheth  to  make 
pictures  of  waxc  or  claye,  that  by  the  roafting  thereof,  the  perfons  thit 

they 
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Bears  no  impreflion  of  the  thing  it  was. 
Methinks,  my  zeal  to  Valentine  is  cold  ; 
And  that  I  love  him  not,  as  I  was  wont : 
O  !  but  I  love  his  lady  too,  too  much ; 
And  that's  the  reafon  I  love  liim  fo  little. 
How  (hall  I  dote  on  her  with  more  advice  *, 
That  thus  without  advice  begin  to  love  her  ? 
'Tis  but  her  pidure  I  have  yet  beheld'. 
And  that  hath  dazzled  ifiy  reafon's  light  j 
But  when  I  look  on  her  perfeftions. 
There  is  no  reafon  but  i  Ihall  be  blind  '. 
If  I  can  check  my  erring  love,  I  will ; 
If  not,  tocompals  her  1*11  ufe  my  ikill.  [Exit. 

SCENE    V, 

^  Street. 
Enter  Speed  anii  Launch. 
Speed.  Launce  !  by  mine  honefty,  welcome  to  Milan*. 
Launce,  Forfwear  not  thyfelf,  fweet  youth  ;  for  I  am  not 
welcome.     I  reckon  this  always — that  a  man  is  never  un- 

they  bear  the  name  of  may  be  continually  melted,  and  dried  away  by 
continual  rickneiTc.**  See  Scrvius  on  the  8th  Eclogue  of  Vir;g;il  3  Theoc. 
Idyl.  ii.  22;   Hudibras,  p.  2.   1.2.  v.  331.     S.W. 

^  —  HvUb  nfore  advice, J  /i,  on  further  kncwleJge,  on  better  confiderM* 
tion,     Steevens. 

The  word  is  flill  current  among  merouitile  people,  whofe  conftant 
language  is  «  we  are  advijed  by  letters  from  abroad  j'*  meaning'^.rs. 
formed.  So,  in  bills  of  exchange,  the  cooclufioo  always  is,  '*  withou^t 
further  tf^riVf—."     Malone. 

9  ''Tit  but  her  figure  Sec]  Prothcus  means,  that,  as  yet,  he  had 
ieen  only  her  outward  form,  without  having  known  her  long  enough  to 
have  any  acquaintance  with  her  mind.     So,  in  Cymbefine  : 
«*  All  of  her,  that  is  out  of  door ^  moft  rich  ! 
<<   If  {he  be  furnilh'd  with  a  mind  fo  rare,  &c/*     Steevens* 

*  jind  that  hatb  dazzled  my  reafon's  tight  ; 

But  ivhen  I  look  &c.]  Our  author  ufes  dazzled  as  a  trifylla- 
ble.  The  editor  of  the  fecond  folio  not  perceiving  this,  introduced  /«y 
(*<  And  that  hath  dazzled /o'*  &c.)  a  word  as  hurtful  to  the  fenfe  as  un- 
neceflary  to  the  mepr.  The  plain  meaning  is.  Her  mere  outfde  has 
dazzled  me  \-'~'when  I  am  acquainted  with  the  ferfe&iont  of  her  miad,  I 
/ball  be  fruck  blind.     Ma  LOME. 

^  — •  r&  Milan,']  It  is  Padua  in  the  former  editbos*  See  the  note  on 
ACtlll,  p.  149.   PorE* 

done. 
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doac,  til!  he  be  hang'd ;  nor  ncrrr  mTkome  to  a  place^ 
till  iomc  certain  (hoc  be  paid,  and  tlie  hoftefs  {ay,  welcooie. 

S0£/d.  Come  on,  yon  mad-cap,  I'll  co  die  ale-boide 
witA  you  preiently ;  where,  fbr  one  (hoc  of  five  pence, 
thou  lii^Ic  have  Bvc  chocfand  welcomes.  Bnt,  fimh,hov 
did  thy  mailer  p^rt  with  madam  Jalia  ? 

Launce.  Mtirr/,  after  they  dofed  in  eameft,  they  patted 
▼cry  fairly  in  jcil. 

S^ffJ.  But  fhall  (he  marry  him  ? 

Launce,  No. 

Speed,  How  then  ?  Shall  he  marry  her  ? 

Launce,  No,  neither. 

Speed,  What,  are  they  broken  ? 

iaunce.  No,  they  are  both  as  whole  as  a  fi(h. 

Speed.  Why  then,  how  (lands  the  matter  with  them  ? 

Launce,  Marry,  thus  ;  when  it  (lands  well  with  him, 
it  (lands  well  with  her. 

Speed,  What  an  afs  art  thou  ?  I  underfland  thee  not. 

Launce,  What  a  block  art  thou,  that  thou  cand  not  ? 
My  (lafF  underflands  me  '. 

Speed,  Wliat  thou  fay'ft  ? 

Launce.  Ay,  and  what  1  do  too :  look  thee,  I'll  but  lean, 
and  my  dafF  underdands  me. 

Speed.  It  (lands  under  thee,  indeed, 

Launce.  Why,  (land-under  and  underftand  is  all  one. 

Speed.  But  tell  me  true,  will't  be  a  match  ? 

Launce.  Aflc  my  dog:  if  he  fay,  ay,  it  will ;  if  he  fay, 
no,  it  will ;  if  he  (hake  his  tail,  and  fay  nothing,  it  will. 

Speed.  The  conclufion  is  then,  that  it  will. 

Launce.  Thou  (halt  never  get  fuch  a  fecret  from  me,  bat 
by  a  parable. 

Speed.  'Tis  well  that  I  get  it  fo.  But,  Launce,  how 
fay'd  thou,  that  my  mader  is  become  a  notable  lover  ? 

%  My  ftaff  urtderjiandt  me.l  This  equivocation,  miferable  as  it  iSf 
hai  been  admitted  by  Milton  in  his  great  poem,  B.  vi : 

**  The  terms  wc  fcnt  were  terms  of  weight, 

**  Such  as  wc  may  perceive,  amaz'd  them  all, 

••  And  ftagger'd  many  ;  who  receives  them  right, 

«  Had  need  from  head  to  foot  well  underftand  j 

««  Not  u/tderflocd,  thif  gift  they  have  befides, 

««  To  (hew  us  when  our  foci  ftandnot  upright."  Johnson. 

Launcc» 
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Launce.  I  never  knew  him  otherwife. 

Speed.  Than  how  ? 

Launce.  A  notable  lubber,  as  thou  reported  him  to  be. 

Speei/,  Why,  thou  whorfon  afs,  thou  miftakeft  me. 

Laufice.Why,  fool,  I  meant  not  thee ;  I  meant  thy  mafter. 

Spee/i.  I  tell  thee,  my  mailer  is  become  a  hot  lover. 

Launce.  Why,  I  tell  thee,  I  care  not  though  he  burn 
himfelf  in  love.  If  thou  wilt  go  with  me  to  the  ale-houfc, 
fo  +  ;  if  not,  thou  art  an  Hebrew,  a  Jew,  and  not  worth 
the  name  of  a  Chrifbian. 

Speeri.  Why? 

Launce.  Becaufe  ihou  haft  not  fo  much  charity  in  thee, 
as  to  go  to  the  ale '  with  a  Chriftian  :  Wilt  thou  go  ? 

Speed.  At  thy  fervice.  lExeunt, 

S  C  E  N  E      VI. 

The  fame.     A  Room  in  the  Palace. 
Enter  Protheus. 
Tro.  To  leave  my  Julia,  (hall  I  be  forfworn  ; 
To  love  fair  Silvia,  (hall  I  be  forfworn ; 
To  wrong  my  friend,  I  (hall  be  much  forfworn  ; 
And  even  that  power,  which  gave  me  firft  my  oath. 
Provokes  me  to  this  threefold  perjury. 
Love  bad  me  fwear,  and  love  bids  me  forfwear: 
O  fwect-fuggefting  love  ^,  if  thou  haft  finn'd. 
Teach  me,  thy  tempted  fubjed,  to  cxcufc  it ! 
At  firft  I  did  adore  a  twinkling  ftar. 
But  now  I  worfhip  a  celeftial  fun. 
Unheedful  vows  may  heedfully  be  broken  ; 
And  he  wants  wit,  that  wants  refolved  will 
To  learn  his  wit  to  exchange  the  bad  for  better.-^ 

4  If  thou  voMt  go  toitb  me  to  the ale-boufe,  fo;]  So,  which b  want- 
ing In  the  HHl  folio,  was  fupplied  by  the  editor  of  the  fecond.  Maloni. 
5  —  the  ale]     ^les    were  merry-meetings  inltituted  ia  country 
places.     Steevens. 

^  0  ftveet-fuggefting  love,"}  To  Jvggefi  is  to  tempt  in  our  author*t 
language.     So  again  : 

"  Knowing  that  tender  youth  is  ioon  Juggefied^^ 
The  fenfe  is.     0  tempting  love,  iftbou  hafi  influenced  me  to  fin,  teach 
tr.e  to  txcuje  it,     JoHKlON. 

Fic, 
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FiCy  fie,  unreverend  tongue !  to  call  her  bad, 

Whofc  fovereignty  To  oft  thou  haft  prefcrr'd 

With  twenty  thoufand  foul -confirming  oaths, 

I  cannot  leave  to  love,  and  yet  I  do ; 

But  there  I  leave  to  love,  where  I  (hould  love. 

Julia  I  lofe,  and  Valentine  I  lofe  : 

If  I  keep  them 9  I  needs  muft  lofe  myfelf  ; 

If  I  lofe  them,  thus  find  I  by  their  lofs. 

For  Valentine,  myfelf ;  for  Julis^  Silvia. 

I  to  myfelf  am  dearer  than  a  friend  ; 

For  love  if  ftill  more  precious  in  itfelf : 

And  Silvia,  witnefs  heaven,  that  made  her  fair  ! 

Shows  J  alia  but  a  fwarthy  Ethiope. 

I  will  forget  that  Julia  is  alive. 

Remembering  that  my  love  to  her  is  dead ; 

And  Valentine  Pll  hold  an  enemy. 

Aiming  at  Silvia  as  a  fweeter  friend. 

I  cannot  now  prove  conftant  to  myfelf. 

Without  fome  treachery  ufed  to  Valentine  : — 

This  night,  he  meaneth  with  a  corded  ladder 

To  climb  celeftial  Silvia's  chamber-window  ; 

Myfelf  in  counfel,  his  competitor^: 

Nowprefently  I'll  give  her  father  notice 

Of  their  difguifing,  and  pretended  flight  *  ; 

Who,  all  enrag'd,  will  banilh  Valentine ; 

For  Thurio,  he  intends,  fliall  wed  his  daughter : 

But,  Valentine  being  gone,  1*11  quickly  crofs. 

By  fome  fly  trick,  blunt  Thurio's  dull  proceeding. 

7  —  iff  counjeh  bis  competitor  .•]  Myfelft  vd^o  am  his  competitor  ar 
rival,  being  admitted  to  his  counfel.    Johnso^. 

Ctnfipetitor  is  confederate^  ajfift  ant  ^partner.  So,  in  Antony  and  Cieopatr  at 
•*  It  is  not  C«far*s  natural  vice,  to  hate 
•      "  One  great  competitor^** 
and  heis  fpeaking  of  Lepidus,  one  of  the  triumvirate.     Stecvxns. 

Perhaps  Dr.  Johnfon^s  explanation  of  competitor  is  the  true  one,  and 
<«  in  counfel"  here  figni/ies,  in  fecret ;  myiclf  being  fecretly  hisrival. 
See  a  note  on  the  Merry  IVivcs  of  Windsor ^  A£tl.  fc.i.  <«  It  were 
better  for  you,  iPt  were  known  in  counfel.'*^  1  offer  this  rather  as 
apoffible,  than  a  probable,  interpretation.     Malone. 

8  m^  pretended pght -f]  Pretended  Alght  \i  prcpofed  or  intended  Right. 
So>  in  Machetb : 

«  —What  good  could  thc^ pretend V*    Stzzvins. 

Love, 
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Love,  lend  me  wings  to  make  my  purpofe  (mh. 
As  thou  haft  lent  mc  wit  to  plot  this  drift  * !  [Exit^ 

SCENE    VII. 
Verona,      ji  Room  in  Julia's  Hou/e. 
Enter  Julia  and  Lucetta. 

Jul.  Counfel,  Lucetta:  gentle  girl,  affiflmc! 
And,  even  in  kind  love,  I  do  conjure  thee, — 
Who  art  the  table  wherein  all  my  thoughts 
Are  vifibly  charaAer'd  and  engrav'd, — 
To  lefTon  me ;  and  tell  me  fome  good  mean. 
How,  with  my  honour,  I  may  undertake 
A  journey  to  my  loving  Protheus. 

Luc,  Alas  !  the  way  is  weprifome  and  long. 

Jul.  A  true-devoted  pilgrim  is  not  weary 
To  meafure  kingdoms  with  his  feeble  fteps  ; 
Much  lefs  fhall  fte,  that  hath  love's  wings  to  ity  5 
And  when  the  flight  is  made  to  one  fo  dear. 
Of  fuch  divine  perfeftion ,  as  fir  Protheus . 

Luc^  Better  forbear,  till  Protheus  make  return. 

Jul.  O,  know'ftthou  not,  his  looks  are  my  foul's  fixxl  ? 
Pity  the  dearth  that  I  have  pined  in. 
By  longing  for  that  food  fo  long  a  time. 
Didft  thou  but  know  the  inly  touch  of  love. 
Thou  would'ft  as  foon  go  kindle  fire  with  fnow. 
As  feek  to  quench  the  fire  of  love  with  words. 

Luc.  I  do  not  feek  to  quench  your  love's  hot  fire  ; 
But  ^[ualify  the  fire's  extreme  rage, 
Lefl  It  fhould  burn  above  the  bounds  of  reafon. 

Jul.  The  more  thou  dam' ft  it  up,  the  more  it  burns  : 
The  current,  that  with  gentle  murmur  glides. 
Thou  know'ft,  being  ftopp'd,  impatiently  doth  rage  ; 
But,  when  his  fair  courfc  is  not  hindered. 
He  makes  fweet  mufick  with  the  enamel'd  ftones. 
Giving  a  gentle  kifs  to  every  fedge 

9  I  fufpcft  that  tTic  author  concluded  the  aft  with  this  couplet,  and 
that  the  next  fcene  (houid  begio  the  third  aft ;  but  the  change,  as 
it  will  add  nothing  to  the  probability  of  the  tftioo,  it  of  no  great  im- 
portance.   Johnson. 

4  He 


14«  TWO    GENTLEMEN 

He  overtaketh  in  his  pilgrimage  ; 
And  fo  by  many  winding  nooks  he  ftrays. 
With  willing  fport,  to  the  wild  ocean. 
Then  let  me  go,  and  hinder  not  my  courfe  : 
I'll  be  as  patient  as  a  gentle  flream. 
And  make  a  palHme  of  each  weary  ftep. 
Till  the  lail  Hep  have  brought  me  to  my  love  ; 
And  there  I'll  reft,  as,  after  much  turmoil, 
A  blefTed  fool  doth  in  Elyfium. 

Luc,  But  in  what  habit  will  you  go  along  ? 

Jul.  Not  like  a  woman  ;  for  I  would  prevent 
The  loofe  encounters  of  lafcivious  men  : 
Gentle  Lucetta,  fit  me  with  fuch  weeds 
As  may  befcem  fome  well-reputed  page. 

Luc.  Why  then  your  ladyfhip  mull  cut  your  hair, 

Jul.  No,  girl ;  I'll  knit  it  up  in  filken  ftrings. 
With  twenty  odd-conceited  true-love  knots  : 
To  be  fantaflick,  may  become  a  youth 
Of  greater  time  than  I  fliall  fliow  to  be. 

Luc.  What  falhion,  madam,  ihall  I  make  your  breeches  ? 

Jul.  That  fits  as  well,  as — *' tell  me,  good  my  lord, 
'*  What  compafs  will  you  wear  your  fartliingale  ?" 
Why,  even  that  fafnion  thou  beft  lik'ft,  Lucetta. 

Luc.    You  mud  needs  have  tliem  with  a  cod-piece ', 
madam. 

Jul.  Oat,  out,  Lucetta*!  that  will  be  ill-favour'd. 

Lucy  A  round  hofe,  madam,  now's  not  worth  a  pin, 
Unlefs  you  have  a  cod-piece  to  flick  pins  on. 

Jul.  Lucetta,  as  thou  lov'fl  me,  let  me  have 
What  thou  think'il  meet,  and  is  moft  mannerly  : 

^  ^^  xvith  a  ccd-p\  ce^  &c.]  Whoever  wi flics  to  be  acquainted  with 
this  particular,  i dative  to  drcfs,  may  confult  Bub.vci^s  ylrnjfidal  ClaKj^e- 
linir,  in  which  ftich  matters  are  very  amply  dilcuirccl.  Ocular  in- 
ilrudion  may  be  had  from  the  armour  ihcwn  as  John  of"  Gaunt^s  in  the 
Tower  of  Loudon.  Tlic  fame  faftiiori  appears  to  have  been  no  lefs  of- 
fenf;ve  in  France-.  Soc  Montaigne,  chap.  XXII.  The  cuftom  of  itick- 
ing  pins  in  this  ortentatious  piece  of  indecency  was  continued  by  the 
iilibcrai  warders  of  the  Tower,  till  forbidden  by  authority.  Steevens. 

*  Out,  out,  Lucetta  !  &c.i  Dr.  Percy  obfcrvcs,  that  this  inter- 
jection is  dill  ufcd  in  the  North.  It  feems  to  have  the  fame  mcaaiog  as 
a^sgCy  Lat.     St  £  evens. 

But 
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But  tell  me,  wench,  how  will  the  world  repute  me. 
For  undertaking  fo  un|biid  a  journey  ? 
I  fear  me,  it  will  make  me  fcandaliz'd. 

Luc,  If  you  think  fo,  then  flay  at  home»  and  go  not* 

JuL  Nay,  that  I  will  not. 

Luc.  Then  never  dream  on  infamy,  but  go. 
If  Protheus  like  your  journey,  when  you  come. 
No  matter  who's  difpleas'd,  when  you  are  gone  : 
I  fear  me,  he  will  fcarce  be  pleas'd  withal. 

JuL  That  is  the  leaft,  Lucetta,  of  my  fear : 
A  thoufand  oaths,  an  ocean  of  his  tears. 
And  inflances  as  infinite^  of  love, 
Warrant  me  welcome  to  my  Protheus. 

Luc.  All  thefe  are  fervants  to  deceitful  men. 

Jul.  Bafe  men,  that  ufe  them  to  fo  bafc  efFedl ! 
But  truer  ftars  did  govern  Protheus'  birth : 
His  words  are  bonds,  his  oaths  are  oracles ; 
His  love  fmcere,  his  thoughts  immaculate ; 
His  tears,  pure  melTengers  fent  from  his  heart ; 
His  heart  as  far  from  fraud,  as  heaven  from  earth. 

Luc.  Pray  heaven,  he  prove  fo,  when  you  come  to  him ! 

yuL  Now,  as  thou  lev 'ft  me,  do  him  not  that  wrong. 
To  bear  a  hard  opinion  of  his  truth : 
Only  deferve  my  love,  by  loving  him  ; 
And  prefently  go  with  me  to  my  chamber. 
To  take  a  note  of  what  I  ftand  in  need  of. 
To  furnifh  me  upon  my  longing  journey  ♦, 
All  that  is  mine  I  leave  at  thy  difpofe. 
My  goods,  my  lands,  my  reputation  ; 
Only,  in  lieu  thereof,  difpatch  me  hence. 
Come,  anfwer  not,  but  to  it  prefently  ; 
1  am  impatient  of  my  tarriance.  [Exeunt . 

3  —  as /ff/niVf]  Old  edit,  o/"  infinite.     Johnson.^ 

The  emendation  was  made  by  the  ed i tor  of  the  fecond  folio.  Maloni* 

4  —  my  longing  journey.]  Dr.  Grey  obfervcs,  that  longing  is  a  par- 
ticiple adive,  with  a  pafhve  fignification  $  for  longed^  wiflicd  or  de- 
ired.     St£xv£ns. 

ACT 
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ACT    III.     SCENE    L 

Milan.     An  Ante-ncm  in  the  Dake's  Pdlace* 
Enter  Duke,  Thurio,  and  Photheus. 

Duke.  Sir  Thurio,  give  us  leave,  I  pray»  awhile ; 
We  have  tome  fccrcts  to  confer  about. —  [Exit  Th  u  a  lo* 
Now,  tell  me,  Protheus,  what's  your  will  with  me  ? 

Pro,  My  gracious  lord,  that  which  I  would  diTcover, 
The  law  of  friendftiip  bids  me  to  conceal : 
But,  when  I  call  to  mind  your  gracious  favours 
Done  to  me,  undeferving  as  I  am. 
My  duty  pricks  me  on  to  utter  that 
Which  elfe  no  worldly  good  (hould  draw  from  mc. 
Know,  worthy  prince,  fir  Valentine,  my  friend. 
This  night  intends  to  Ileal  away  your  daughter ; 
Myfclf  am  one  made  privy  to  the  plot. 
1  know,  you  have  determin'd  to  bellow  her 
On  Thuno,  whom  your  gentle  daughter  hates  ; 
And  Ihould  (he  thus  be  ftolen  away  from  you. 
It  would  be  much  vexation  to  your  aee. 
Thus,  for  my  duty's  fake,  I  rather  cnofe 
To  croi's  my  friend  in  his  intended  drift, 
Than,  by  coricealing  it,  heap  on  your  head 
A  pack  of  Ibrrows,  which  would  prefs  you  down. 
Being  unprevented,  to  your  timelcfs  grave, 

Duke.  Proihcus,  I  thank  thee  for  thine  honell  care  ; 
Which  to  requite,  command  mc  while  I  live. 
This  love  of  theirs  myfclf  have  often  feen. 
Haply,  v/hcn  they  have  judg'd  me  full  aflecp  ; 
And  oftentimes  have  purpos'd  to  forbid 
Sir  Valentine  h';jr  company,  and  my  court : 
But,  -fearing  icll  my  jealous  aim  '  might  err. 
And  fo,  unworthily,  difgrace  the  man, 
(A  rafhnefs  that  I  ever  yet  have  ihunriM,) 
1  gave  him  gentle  looks ;  tlicreby  to  find 

5  mm^  jealous  aim]  j^im  is  guefs.     So,  in  Rcmco  and  yuliet  : 

*•  I  aintd  fo  near  whczi  1  fuppoiM  vou  lov'd.'*     STXEVENt* 

That 
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That  uvhich  thyfelf  haft  now  difclos'd  to  me. 
And,  that  thou  may'ft  perceive  my  fear  of  this. 
Knowing  that  tender  youth  is  foon  fuggefled, 
I'nightly  lodge  her  in  an  upper  tower. 
The  key  whereof  myfelf  have  ever  kept ; 
And  thence  Ihe  cannot  be  convey'd  away. 

Pro,  Know,  noble  lord,  they  have  devis'd  a  mean 
How  he  her  chamber-window  will  afcend. 
And  with  a  corded  ladder  fetch  her  down  ; 
For  which  the  youthful  lover  now  is  gone. 
And  this  way  comes  he  with  it  prefently ; 
Where,  if  it  pleafc  you,  you  may  intercept  him. 
But,  good  my  lord,  do  it  fo  cunningly. 
That  my  difcovery  be  not  aimed  at  *  ; 
For  love  of  you,  not  hate  unto  my  friend. 
Hath  made  me  publifherpf  this. pretence^. 

Duke.  Upon  i^ine  honour,  he  (hall  never  kno>v 
That  I  had  any  light  from  thee  of  this. 

Pro.  Adieu,  my  lord  ;  fir  Valentine  is  coming.  [Exitj 

Enter  Valentine. 

Duke,  Sir  Valentine,  whither  away  fo  faft  ? 

VaL  Pleafe  it  your  grace,  there  is  a  meflengcr 
That  ftays  to  bear  my  Tetters  to  my  friends. 
And  I  am  going  to  deliver  them. 

Duke.  Be  they  of  much  import  ? 

VaL  The  tenor  of  them  doth  but  fignify 
My  health,  and  happy  being  at  your  court. 

Duke,  'N^y,  then  no  matter  ;  ftay  with  me  a  while  | 
I  am  to  break  with  thee  of  fome  affairs. 
That  touch  me  near,  wherein  thou  muft  be  fecret. 
*Tis  not  unknown  to  thee,  that  I  have  fought 
To  match  my  friend,  fir  Thurio,  to  my  daughter. 

Fai,  I  know  it  well,  my  lord  ;  and,  fure,  tlie  match 
Were  rich  and  honourable  ;  befides,  the  gentleman 
Is  full  of  virtue,  bounty,  worth,  and  qualities 

*  —  ^<  not  aimed  at;]  Be  not gueffed,     JoHNtoN. 

7  ^^eftbisffretetici,]  Prtttnce  is  defign*  S<h  in  AT.  Lean  **  —to 
my  affeoion  to  your  honour,  and  no  other  ^etenu  oi  danger.*"  Again, 
in  the  fame  play  :  «  m^^retenct  and  purpofe  of  unkiodnefs.**    Stk  k  ▼. 

Vol.  I.  L  fiefeeming 
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Befeeming  fuch  a  wife  as  your  fair  daughter  : 
Cannot  your  grace  win  her  to  fancy  him  ? 

Duie.  No,  truft  me  ;  fhe  is  peeviih,  fullen,  froward^ 
Proud,  difobedient,  ftubbom,  lacking  duty  ; 
Neither  regarding  that  Ihe  is  my  child. 
Nor  fearing  me  as  if  I  were  her  father: 
Andy  mayr  I  fay  to  thee,  this  pride  of  hers. 
Upon  advice,  hath  drawn  my  love  from  her  ; 
And,  where  *  I  thought  the  remnant  of  mine  age 
Should  have  been  cherifh'd  by  her  child-like  duty, 
I  now  am  full  refolv'd  to  take  a  wife. 
And  turn  her  out  to  who  will  take  her  in  : 
Then  let  her  beauty  be  her  wedding-dower  ; 
For  me  and  my  pofleifions  fhe  efteems  not. 

Val,  What  would  your  grace  have  me  to  do  in  this  I 

Duke.  There  is  a  lady,  fir,  in  Milan,  here  •, 
Whom  I  afFefl ;  but  fhe  is  nice,  and  coy. 
And  nought  efteems  my  aged  eloquence : 
Now,  therefore,  would  I  have  thee  to  my  tutor, 
(For  long  agone  I  have  forgot  to  court ; 
Befides,  the  fafhion  of  tlie  time  '  is  chan^'d ;) 
How,  and  which  way,  I  may  bcftow  myielf. 
To  be  regarded  in  her  fun-bright  eye. 

Val,  Win  her  with  gifts,  if  Ihe  rcfpcft  not  words  ; 
Dumb  jewels  often,  in  their  filent  kind. 
More  tJian  quick  words,  do  move  a  woman's  mind '. 

•  And  where—]  irhtre  for  whereas*  It  is  often  Co  ufcd  by  o«r 
pld  writers.     Ma  lone. 

*  --'firy  in  Milan,  bere,']  It  ought  to  be  thus,  inftead  of— <> 
Verona,  here ;  for  the  fccne  apparently  is  in  Milan,  as  is  clear  from 
fcveral  paflages  in  the  firlt  aft,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  firft  fcene  of 
the  fourth  aft.  A  like  miftake  has  crept  into  the  eighth  fcene  of  aft  II, 
where  Speed  bids  his  fcllow-fervant  Launce  welcome  to  Padua.  Pop*. 

9  -^  tbe  fajl/ton  of  the  time»'-^'\  The  modes  of  courtOiip,  the  afts  bj 
which  men  recommended  tliemfelvcs  to  ladies.     Joh  nson  • 
«  JVin  htr  loitb  gifts,  if  Jhe  refpe3  not  words  j 
Dumb  jewels  often,  in  their  JiJent  kind. 

More  than  tjulck  words,  do  move  a  Kocmsn^s  mwd,'\  An  earlier 
writer  than  Shakfpcarc,  fpcaking  of  women,  has  the  fame  unfav^uuiablc 
(and,  I  hope,  unfounded)  fentimcnt : 

<*  *Tis  wifdom  to  give  much  ;  a  gift  prevails, 
<*  When  deep  perfuafive  oratory  fails." 

Marlowe*s  Hero  and  Ltanderm    M  a  l  on  i  • 

Dukf. 
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Dwh.  Bat  (he  did  fcorn  a  prefent  that  I  fent  her. 

Fal,  A  woman  fometime  fcorns  what  beil  contents  her : 
Send  her  another ;  never  give  her  o'er ; 
For  fcorn  at  firft  makes  after-love  the  more. 
If  ihe  do  frown,  'tis  not  in  hate  of  you. 
But  rather  to  beget  more  love  in  you : 
If  (he  do  chide,  'tis  not  to  have  you  gone ; 
For  why,  the  fools  are  mad,  if  left  alone. 
Take  no  repulfe,  whatever  (he  doth  fay ; 
For,  get  you  gone,  (he  doth  not  mean,  a<way  : 
Flatter,  and  praife,  commend,  extol  their  graces  ; 
Though  ne'er  fo  black,  fay,  they  have  angels'  faces. 
That  man  that  hath  a  tongue,  I  fay,  is  no  man. 
If  with  his  tongue  he  cannot  win  a  woman. 

Duke,  But  (he  I  mean,  is  promis'd  by  her  friends 
Unto  a  youthful  gentleman  of  worth  5 
And  kept  feverely  from  refort  of  men. 
That  no  man  hath  accefs  by  day  to  her. 

Val,  Why  then  I  would  re(brt  to  her  by  night. 

DuAe.  Ay,  but  the  doors  be  lock'd,  and  keys  kept  fafe# 
That  no  man  hath  recourfe  to  her  by  night. 

Fal,  What  lets  *,  but  one  may  enter  at  her  window  ? 

Duke,  Her  chamber  is  aloft,  far  from  the  ground ; 
And  built  fo  (helving,  that  one  cannot  climb  it 
Without  apparent  hazard  of  his  life. 

Fal,  Why  then,  a  ladder,  quaintly  made  of  cords. 
To  ca(lup,  with  a  pair  of  anchoring  hooks. 
Would  ferve  to  fcale  another  Hero's  tower. 
So  bold  Leander  would  adventure  it. 

Duke,  Now,  as  thou  art  a  gentleman  of  blood, 
Advife  me  where  I  may  have  fuch  a  ladder. 

VaL  When  would  you  ufe  it  ?  pray,  fir,  tell  me  that. 

Duke,  This  very  night ;  for  love  is  like  a  child. 
That  longs  for  every  thing  that  he  can  come  by. 

Fal,  By  fevei.  o'clock  I'll  get  you  fuch  a  ladder. 

Duke,  But  hark  thee  ;  I  will  go  to  \vtx  alone  ; 
How  (hall  I  beft  convey  the  ladder  thither  ? 

Fal.  It  will  be  lights  my  lord,  that  you  may  bear  it 
Under  a  cloak,  that  is  of  any  length. 

ft  fVhat  UtsA  I,  e.  what  hinden.    Stixtkni. 

L  2  Duke. 
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.   Duke.  A  cloak  as  long  as  thine  will  ferve  the  turn  ( 

Val.  Ay,  my  good  lord. 

Duke.  Then  let  me  fee  thy  cloak ; 
I'll  get  me  one  of  fnch  another  length,- 

^al.  Why,  any  cloak  will  ferve  the  torn,  my  lord. 

Duke,  How  (hall  I  fafhion  me  to  wear  a  doak  ?— 
I  pray  thee,  let  me  feel  thy  cloak  tij^n  ine.*^ 
What  letter  is  this  fame  ?  What's  here  ?^*-<^0  SilvU  f 
And  here  an  engine  fit  for  my  proceeding  1 
I'll  be  fo  bold  to  break  the  feal  for  once.  \yiaif% 

My  thought t  do  harbour  nuith  my  Silvia  nightly  i 

AndJUtvis  they  are  to  me^  that  fend  themjlyimg  j         ^ 
4),  could  their  mafter  come  and  go  as  lightly  9 

Him/elf  ivould  lodge,  ivherefenfelefs  they  an  Ij^g* 
My  herald  thoughts  in  thy  pare  bofom  reft  them  '  | 

IVhile  /,  their  king,  that  thither  them  impwrtunip. 
Do  cur/e  the  grace  that  tvith/uch  grace  hath  blefs*d  thtmf 

Becaufe  my f elf  do  'want  my  fer*vants*  fortune  : 
I  curfe  my f elf,  for  they  arefent  by  me  *, 
That  they  fljould  harbour  inhere  their  lordfbould  tim 
What's  here  ? 

Sil'via,  this  night  I  ivill  enfranchife  thee  9 
•Tis  fo ;  and  here's  the  ladder  for  the  purpofe. — - 
Why,  Phaeton,  (for  thou  art  Merops'  fon  ^,) 
Wilt  thou  afpire  to  guide  the  heavenly  car. 
And  with  thy  daring  folly  bum  the  world  ? 
Wilt  thou  readi  ftars,  becaufe  they  fhinc  on  thee  1 
Go,  bafc  intruder  !  over-weening  flave  ! 
Bcftow  thy  fawning  fmiles  on  equal  mates  ; 
And  think,  my  patience,  more  tlian  thy  defert, 

J  My  hertld  tbcughts  in  thy  pure  bofom  &c.]    i.  e.  the  tJtouglits  cott- 
tilncd  in  my  letter.     Sec   p.  151,  n.  9.     Malokz. 

4  —  fox  tley  are  Jent — ]  For  is  the  fame  as /or  tbat,/ince.  Johnson* 

^  5  — .  Mercpi*  Joity)  ]  Thou  art  Phaeton  in  thy  raflincfs,  but  without 

ftii  prctenfions;  thou  art  not  the  fon  of  a  divinity,  but  a  terra  fiCtus,  a 

low-born  wretch  ;  Mcrops  is  thy  true  father,  with  whom  Phaeton  was 

^UVly  reproachcvU     Johnson. 

This  Icrap  of  mythology  Shakfpearc  might  have  found  U  the  fpurl- 
tM  play  ot  AT.  Join,  1591 : 

••  —  as  fomctime  P*flff#», 
««  Mtftruftlng  fiily  Mtroft  for  hit  iucr**    S  t  s  x  v  i  k  t* 

If 
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Is  privilege  for  thy. departure  hence : 
Thank  me  for  this,  more  than  for  all  the  favours. 
Which,  all  too  much,  I  have  beflow'don  thee. 
But  if  thou  linger  in  njy  territories. 
Longer  than  fwiftcfl  expedition 
Will  give  thee  time  to  leave  our  royal  court. 
By  heaven,  my  wrath  fhali  far  exceed  the  lov« 
I  ever  bore  my  daughter,  or  thyfelf. 
Be  gone,  I  will  not  hear  thy  vain  excufc. 
But,  as  thou  lov'A  thy  life,  make  fpeed  from  hence* 

[Exit  Duke. 
Fal,  And  why  not  death,  rather  than  living  torment? 
To  die,  is  to  be  banilb'd  from  myfelf ; 
And  Silvia  is  myfelf:  banifh'd  from  her, 
is  felf  from  felf ;  a  deadly  banifhment ! 
What  light  is  light,  if  Silvia  be  not  feen  i 
What  joy  is  joy,  if  Silvia  be  not  by  ? 
Unlefs  it  be,  to  think  that  fhe  is  by. 
And  feed  upon  the  fhadow  of  perfection '^ 
Except  I  be  by  Silvia  in  the  ni^ht. 
There  is  no  mufick  in  tlie  nightingale  ; 
Unlefs  I  look  on  Silvia  in  the  day. 
There  is  no  day  for  me  to  look  upon : 
She  is  my  e/Tence  ;  and  I  leave  to  be. 
If  I  be  not  by  her  faur- influence 
Fofter'd,  illumin'd,  cherilh'd,  keptalivc, 
I  fly  not  death,  to  fly  his  deadly  doom^^ 
Tarry  I  here,  I  but  attend  on  death ; 
But,  fly  I  hence,  I  fly  away  from  lifer. 

Enter  Protheus  and  LAUNCEf 
Pro.  Run,  boy,  run,  run,  and  feek  him  o«tf 
Launce.  So-ho !  fo-ho !  ^      '      - 

Pro.  What  fee'ft  thou  ? 

•  And  feed  upon  the  Jbadow  of  perfeSm^i 

Animum  pidura  pafcit  inanj.     Firg.   'KiNtir* 

^  1  fiy  not  death,  to  fy  bis  deadly  do9m,:'[  T#  Jljf  bis  doom,  nfed  for 
iyfying,  or  in  fiying^  is  a  gallicifm*  Tht  fenfe  is,  By  avoiding  the 
execution  of  his  fentence  I  ihall  not  efcape  deaths  If  I  flay  here,  | 
Ciiffer  myfelf  to  be  decoyed  5  if  J  gp  awaj^  Ideftio^  myfeUV  Johnson* 

L  f  Launcfi 
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Launce.  Him  we  go  to  find :  there's  not  a  hair  *  on'a  - 
head,  but  'tis  a  Valentine. 

Pro.  Valentine? 

FaL  No. 

Pro.  Who  then  ?  his  fpirit  ? 

FaL  Neither. 

Pro.  What  then  ? 

Fal,  Nothing. 

Launce.  Can  nothing  fpeak  ?  mafter,  fhall  I  ftrike  ? 

Pro.  Whom  »  would'ft  thou  ftrikc  ? 

Launce,  Nothing. 

Pro.  Villain,  forbear. 

Launce.  Why,  fir,  I'll  ftrikc  nothing  :  I  pray  you,— 

Pro.  Sirrah,  I  fay,  forbear  :  Friend  Valentine,  a  word. 

Val.  My  ears  are  ftopp'd,  and  cannot  hear  good  news« 
So  much  of  bad  already  hath  poffefs'd  them. 

Pro,  Then  in  dumb  filence  will  I  bury  mine. 
For  they  are  harlh,  untuneable,  and  bad. 

FaL  Is  Silvia  dead  ? 

Pro.  No,  Valentine. 

FaL  No  Valentine,  indeed,  for  facred  Silvia  !— 
Hath  ihe  forfworn  me  ? 

Pro.  No,  Valentine. 

FaL  No  Valentine,  if  Silvia  have  forfworn  me  !— 
What  is  your  news  ? 

Launce.  Sir,  there's  a  proclamation  that  you  are  vani(h'd. 

Pro.  That  thou  art  banilh'd,  O,  that  is  the  news. 
From  hence,  from  Silvia,  and  from  me  thy  friend. 

FliL  O,  J  have  fed  upon  this  woe  already. 
And  now  excefs  of  it  will  make  me  furfeit. 
Doth  Silvia  know  that  I  am  banifticd  ? 

Pro.  Ay,  ay  ;  and  (he  hath  ofFer'd  to  the  doom, 
(Which,  unrcvers'd.  Hands  in  effeftual  force,) 
A  fea  of  melting  pearl,  which  fome  call  tears : 
Thofe  at  her  father's  churlifh  feet  (he  tender'd ; 
With  them,  upon  her  knees,  her  humble  felf ; 
Wringing  her  hands,  whofe  whitenefs  fo  became  them, 

*  Thcrc^s  not  a  hair'—']  Launce  is  (lill  quibbling.  He  is  now  running 
down  the  bare  that  he  ftarted  when  he  entered.     Malons. 
^  Whom—]  Old  Copy—IK&o.  Corre^ed  in  the  fccond  folio,  Mal ow e* 

As 
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As  if  but  now  they  waxed  pale  £br  woe : 

But  neither  bended  knees,  pure  hands  held  up. 

Sad  fighs,  deep  groans,  nor  filver-fhedding  tears^ 

Could  penetrate  her  uncompafllonate  fire  ; 

But  Valentine,  if  he  be  ta*en,  muft  die. 

Befldes,  her  interceffion  chafed  him  fb. 

When  (he  for  thy  repeal  was  fuppliant. 

That  to  clofe  prifon  he  commanded  her. 

With  many  bitter  threats  of  'biding  there. 

f^ai.  No  more ;  unlcfs  the  ne^t  word,  that  thou  fpeak'f}^ 
Have  fome  malignant  power  upon  my  life : 
If  fo,  I  pray  thee,  breathe  it  in  mine  ear. 
As  ending  anthem  of  my  endlefs  dolour. 

Pro,  Ceafe  to  lament  for  that  thou  canft  not  help. 
And  ftudy  help  for  that  which  thou  lament'ft. 
Time  is  the  nurfe  and  breeder  of  all  good. 
Here  if  thou  ftay,  thou  canft  not  fee  thy  love; 
Bcfides,  thy  flaying  will  abridge  thy  life. 
Hope  is  a  lover's  ftafF;  walk  hence  with  that. 
And  manage  it  againft  defpairing  thoughts. 
Thy  letters  may  be  here,  though  thou  art  hence  ; 
Which,  being  writ  to  me,  (hall  be  deliver'd 
Even  in  the  milk-white  bofom  of  thy  love  ', 
The  time  now  ferves  not  to  expofhilate  : 
Come,  ril  convey  thee  through  the  city-gate  ; 
And,  ere  I  part  with  thee,  confer  at  large 
Of  all  that  may  concern  thy  love-affairs : 
As  thou  lov*ft  Silvia,  though  not  for  thyfelf, 
Begard  thy  danger,  and  along  with  me. 

FaL  Iprayt£ec,  Launcc,  an  if  thou  feell  my  boy, 

9  Even  in  tbt  roilk-white  bofom  of  thy  love]  So,  in  Hamlet: 
**  Thefc  to  her  excellent  vfbite  bojomf  &c.'* 

Trifling  as  the  remark  may  appear,  before  the  meaning  of  this  ad-- 
drefi  of  letters  to  the  bofom  of  m  miftrefs  can  be  undcrdood,  it  /hould  be 
known  that  women  anciently  had  a  pocket  in  the  fore  part  of  their 
ilays,  in  which  they  not  only  carried  love-letters  and  love  tokens,  but 
even  their  money  and  materials  for  needle-work.  In  many  parts  of 
England  the  ruftic  damfels  ftill  obferve  the  fame  pradtice ;  and  a  very 
old  lady  informs  me  that  ihe  remembers  when  it  was  the  fafliion  to  wear 
v<ry  prominent  (lays,  it  was  no  lefs  the  cuflom  for  ftratagem  or  gallan- 
try to  drop  its  literary  favours  within  the  froat  of  them.     Stexvens. 

L  4  Bid 
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Bid  him  make  hafle,  and  meet  me  at  the  north  gate. 
Fro.  Go,  firrah,  find  him  out.     Come»  Valentine, 
Val.  O  my  dear  SVvia  !  haplefs  Valentine  ! 

[Exeunt  Valentine  anJ  Protheus, 
Launce,  I  am  but  a  fool,  look  you  ;  and  yet  I  have  the 
wit  to  think,  my  mafter  is  a  kind  of  a  knave  :  but  that's 
all  one,  if  he  be  but  one  knave'.  He  lives  not  now, 
that  knows  me  to  be  in  love  :  yet  I  am  in  love  ;  bat  a 
team  of  horfe  fhall  not  pluck  *  that  from  me  ;  nor  wha 
*tis  I  love,  and  yet  'tis  a  woman  :  but  what  woman^  I 
will  not  tell  myfelf ;  and  yet  *tis  a  milk-maid  :  yet  'tis 
not  a  maid,  for  (he  hath  had  goifips  ^ :  yet  'tis  a  maid, 
for  fhe  is  her  matter's  maid,  and  fervcs  for  wages.  She 
hath  more  qualities  than  a  water-{paniel,«^-which  is  much 
in  a  bare  chriflian  -*-.  Here  is  the  cat-log  [pulling  gut  a 
pafer,"]  of  her  conditions  *.    Imprimis,  She  can  fetch  and 

«  •—  hut  tbat*s  all  one,  if  le  he  but  c«f  knave]  I  know  not  whether, 
in  Shakfpcare's  language,  on  knave  may  not  f.ijiiify^j  kmaH;e  on  only  one 
occajion,  z.  fingk  knaxe,  V\e  ilill  ufc  a  iii.ubl:  villain  for  a  viilain  be- 
yond the  conimon  rate  of  guilt*     Johnson. 

I  agree  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  will  fup]M)rr  his  interpretation  with 
indifputable  authority.     In  the  old  play  ot"  Dany.n  and  Pythias,  ^ri» 
fiifpui  declares  o^  Cai  ifopbus,  **  you  Infc  monc)  by  him  it  you  fell  him 
for  one  knave,  for  he  Icrvcs  (or  t^aync,''     This  phrofcol-j^y  is  ol'icomci 
with  :  j4rrj^cn  lays,  in  tlie  Me^-cLjr.t  rj  J'cnkc  ; 
<*  With  one  fooPi  head  I  came  to  woo, 
**  But  I  go  away  with  /Tfs.'* 
An  J  Donne  begins  one  of  his  fonncts  : 
<*  I  am  iico  fc'bf  1  knt^w, 
**   for  Ict'tn^j  and  for  fny'ing  foy  8cQ,      Farmer, 

*  '^■'  but  a  team  of  I'orje  jha:l  net  pltak — ]  I  fee  }iow  Valentine  fuffefl 
for  telling  his  lovc-fvcrcts,  therefore  I  will  keep  mine  clofc,    Johnson* 

Pcihaps  Launce  was  n.)t  intcnJcd  to  (hcw  fj  much  fenfe  j  but  here 
indulges  himfcif  in  talkiiv;  contradidlory  nonfcnfc.     Stezvens. 

J  — for  Jhe  bath  hail  g'jjfipi ;  ]  GoJJ'.pi  not  only  fignify  thofe  who 
anfv.er  for  a  chid  in  baptllni,  but  the  tattling  women  who  attend  lyings- 
in.     The  quibble  h'^tween  tlicfc  is  eviden'.     Stekvens.. 

4  —  ii  bare  clr,J}laK,'\  Lr.uncc  is  qvnhhling  on.  //ar^  has  two  fcnfes  } 
Wiere  and  njlc:i.     In  Criolanus  it  u:  uli-J  in  tJie  firil  : 

«*  'Tis  but  a  bjre  petition  of  tiic  llatc." 
Launce  ufcs  it  in  both,  and  ojinofei  the  i.a'<cd  female  to  the  water* 
fpaniel  cover  d^iLitb  hjh s  of  rtrrarkablc  tinckrefs,     Steevens. 

5  —conditions.]  i.  e.  qualities*  The  old  copy  has  f(?i»^i;jV/»»  Cor- 
re£led  by  Mr,  Rowe*     Malone. 

carry  : 
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carry :  Why,  a  horfe  can  do  no  more :  nay,  a  horfe  can- 
not fetch,  but  only  carry ;  therefore,  is  (he  better  than  a 
jade.  Item,  She  can  milk  i  look  you,  a  fwect  virtue  itt 
a  maid  with  clean  hands. 

E»fer  Speed. 

Sfefd.  How  now,  flgnior  Launce  ?  what  news  with 
your  maflcrfhip  ? 

Launce.  With  my  mailer's  fhip  ^  ?  why,  it  is  at  fea. 

Speed.  Well,  your  old  vice  flill ;  miilake  the  wordt 
What  news  then  in  your  paper  ? 

Launce.  The  blackell  news  that  ever  thou  heard'H. 

Speed.  Why,  man,  how  black  } 

Launce.  Why,  as  black  as  ink. 

Speed.  Let  me  read  them. 

Launce.  Fie  on  thee,  jolt-head  ;  thou  canH  not  read* 

Speed.  Thou  Heft,  I  can. 

Launce.  I  will  try  thee  :  Tell  me  this :  Who  begot  thee? 

Speed,  Marry,  the  fon  of  my  grandfather. 

Launce.  O  illiterate  loiterer  1  it  was  the  fbn  of  thy 
grandmother^  :  this  proves,  that  thou  canft  not  read. 

Speed.  Come,  fool,  come  :  try  me  in  thy  paper. 

Launce.  There  ;  and  faint  Nicholas  be  thy  fpeed  ^  ! 

Speed.  Imprimis,   She  can  milk. 

Launce.  Ay,  that  ihe  can. 

6  «•  ^\th  my  mafter's  fhip  ?]  The  old  copy  Tt2Ai'~-'mafterJbip^  Th# 
emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Theobald.     Malone. 

7  _  the  fon  of  rby  grandmother  :]  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the 
mother  only  knows  the  legitimacy  of  the  child.  I  fuppofc  Launce  in- 
fers, that  ir  he  could  read,  he  mull  have  read  this  well-known  obferva« 
tJon.     Steevens. 

8  .^^fjint  Nirbolai  be  thy  fpeed '.^  St.  Nicholas  prefided  over  ichol'arSy 
who  were  therefore  called  St.  Nicholases  clerks.  Hence,  by  a  quibble 
between  Nicholas  and  Old  Nick,  highwaymen,  in  The  Firfi  Part  of 
Henry  the  F'.urtbj  arc  called  Nichclas's  clerks,      Warburtok. 

That  this  faint  prcfidcd  over  young  fcholars  may  be  gathered  from 
Knight's  Life  of  Dean  Colet^  p.  362  )  for  by  the  ftatutes  of  PauPs 
fchool  there  infertcd,  the  children  are  required  to  attend  divine  fenrica 
at  the  c.ithcdral  on  his  anniverfary.  The  reafon  I  take  to  be^  that 
the  legend  of  this  faint  makes  bio  to  hare  been  a  bifliop^  while  he  was 
«  boy.    Sir  J.  Hawxxni* 
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SpeeJ,  Item,  She  brews  good  ale. 

Launce,  And  therefore  comes  the  proverb^— BlelEng  of 
your  heart,  you  brew  good  ale. 

Speed.  Item,  She  can/env. 

Launce,  That's  as  much  as  to  fay.  Can  (he  (b  ? 

Speed.  Item,  She  can  knit. 

LauHce.y^hsit  need  a  man  care  for  a  ftock  with  a  wench, 
when  (he  can  knit  him  a  flock  '  ? 

Speed.  Item,  She  can  luaflj  andfcour. 

Launce.  A  fpecial  virtue ;  for  then  ihe  need  not  be 
wafh'd  and  fcour'd. 

Speed.  Item,  She  can/pin, 

Launce.  Then  may  I  fet  die  world  on  wheels,  when  (he 
can  fpin  for  her  living. 

Speed.  Item,  She  bath  many  namelefs  'virtues. 

Launce.  That's  as  much  as  to  fay,  baflard  virtues; 
that,  indeed,  know  not  their  fathers,  and  therefore  have 
no  names. 

Speed.  Here /ollovj  her  wices. 

Launce.  Clofc  at  the  heels  of  her  virtues. 

Speed.  Item,  She  is  not  to  be  kifs^ d fafting  *,  in  refpeS 
tf  her  breath. 

Launce.  Well,  that  fault  may  be  mended  with  a  break- 
faft  :  Read  on. 

Speed.  Item,  She  hath  ajkvect  mouth  *. 

Launce.  That  makes  amends  for  her  four  breath. 

Speed.  Item,  She  doth  talk  in  herjleep. 

Launce.  It's  no  matter  for  that,  fofhe  fleep  not  in  her  talk. 

9  —  knit  him  a  ftock  ?]  i.  e.  2  flocking.     So,  in  Twelfth  Nigbt  : 
<«  — it  docs  indifferent  well  in  a  flamc-colour'dy?ofit."     Steev. 

\  ^^pbe  it  not  te  he  k'lCs'd  fafting,']  The  old  copy  reads,— ^^  is  n'A  t§ 
h  fafting^  Sec.  The  neceffary  word,  kifs'd,  was  firft  added  by  Mr. 
Kuwc.     Stixvens. 

»  m^fweft  moytb.]  This  I  take  to  be  the  fame  with  what  is  now 
vulgiirly  called  a  fweet  toothy  a  luxurious  defire  of  dainties  and  fwect- 
mrat^.     Johnson. 

How  a  litxuri:ui  dtfire  of  dahties  can  make  amends  for  cffenfive 
hfejtl'f  I  know  not :  I  rather  believe  that  by  a  ftveet  mouth  is  meant 
that  ihe  furs  I'wtttly.  In  T<welftb  Nigbt  we  have  heard  of  a  fu^eee 
h^iafi  as  the  recommendation  of  a  finger.  It  may  however  mean  « 
L-fHvrijb  mouth,  in  a  wanton  fenfe.  So,  in  Meafure  for  Mfafure  : 
««  Thcii  Uii^y  fw<ttiuf$i  th^t  do  coin  heaven's  image  &c.*'  Ste  et. 

Sfeed. 
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Speed.  Item,  Sht  is  Jlonn  in  nuords* 

LaUHce.  O  villainy,  that  fet  this  down  among  her  vices  ! 
To  be  flow  in  words,  is  a  woman's  only  virtue  :  I  pray 
thee,  out  with't ;  and  place  it  for  her  chief  virtue. 

Speed,  Item,  She  is  proud, 

Launce.  Out  with  that  too ;  it  was  Evc*s  legacy,  and 
cannot  be  ta'en  from  her. 

Speed,  Item,  She  bath  no  teeth, 

Launce,  I  care  not  for  that  neither,  becaufe  I  love  cnifts. 

Speed,  Item,  She  is  cur  ft* 

Launce,  Well ;  the  beft  is,  flie  hath  no  teeth  to  bite. 

Speed,  Item,  She  ^will  often  praije  her  liquor  J. 

Launce,  If  her  liquor  be  good,  flie  (hall :  if  flie  will 
not,  I  will ;  for  good  things  fliould  be  praifed. 

Speed,  Item,  She  is  too  liberal^. 

Launce,  Of  her  tongue  (he  cannot ;  for  that's  writ 
down  flie  is  flow  of :  of  her  purfe  flie  fliall  not ;  for  that 
I'U  keep  fliut :  now  of  another  thing  flic  may ;  and  that 
I  cannot  help.     Well,  proceed. 

Steed,  Item,  She  hath  more  hair  than  'wit,  and  more 
faults  than  hairs,  and  more  nveaitb  than  faults, 

Launce,  Stop  there  ;  I'll  have  her :  flie  was  mine,  and 
not  mine,  twice  or  thrice  in  that  lafl  article :  Rehearfe 
that  once  more. 

Speed,  Item,  She  hath  more  hair  than  nvit  ',— 

Launce,  More  hair  than  wit, — it  maybe;  I'll  prove 
it  :  The  cover  of  the  fait  hides  the  fait,  and  therefore  it 
is  more  than  the  fait :  the  hair,  that  covers  the  wit,  is 
more  than  the  wit ;  for  the  greater  hides  the  lefs.  What's 
next  ? 

Speed,  '^And  more  faults  than  hairs, ^^ 

Launce,  That's  monflrous :  O,  that  that  were  out  ! 

3  —praife  btr  liquor,']  That  is,  (hew  how  well  ihe  iikei  it  by 
drinking  often.    Johnson. 

4  —  too  liberal.]  Liberal,  it  licentioof  and  grofs  In  language 
So,  in  Otbelh  :    <<  Is  he  not  a  moft  profane  and //^^a/ counfellor  ?** 

Johnson. 
5 .—  Sb€  bath  more  hair  tban  wiV,— ]  An  old  Englifli  proverb.     See 
Ray*s  CoUe^oa :  «  Buih  natural,  more  bairtban  wit*'*    Stkktkns. 

Speed. 


156  TWO    GENTLEMEW 

Speed.  '-^And  more  ^wealth  than  faults. 

Lauftce.  Why>  that  word  makes  the  faults  graciODft*: 
Wei],  I'll  have  her :  And  if  it  be  a  match,  as  nothing  is 
unpoiltble, — 

Speed.  What  then? 

Launce.  Why,  then  will  J  tell  thce,— that  thy  maAet 
fbys  for  thee  at  the  north  gate* 

Speed.  For  me  ? 

Launce.  For  thee  ?  ay ;  who  art  thoo  ?  he  hath  ftaid  for 
a  better  man  than  thee. 

Speed.  And  mud  I  go  to  him  ? 

Launce t  Thou  mud  run  to  him,  for  thoa  hail  ftaid  (a 
long,  that  going  will  fcarce  ferve  the  turn. 

Speed.  Why  did'ft  not  tell  me  fooner  ?  'pox  of  your 
love-letters !  [JEx//. 

Launce.  Now  will  he  be  fwing'd  for  reading  my  letter  1 
An  unmannerly  (lave,  that  will  thruilhimfelf  mtofecrets! 
— ril  after,  to  rejoice  in  the  boy's  corredUon.  [£x//» 

SCENE    II. 

^€  fame.     A  Room  in  the  Duke's  Palace. 

Enter  Duke  and  Thurio;  Protheus  bebindm 

Duke.  Sir  Thurio,  fear  not,  but  that  (he  will  love  yon* 
Now  Valentine  is  banilh'd  from  her  fieht. 

Thu.  Since  his  exile  (he  hath  defpisNi  me  mofit 
Forfwom  my  company,  and  rail'd  at  me. 
That  I  am  defperate  of  obtaining  her. 

Duke.  This  weak  imprefs  of  love  is  as  a  figure 
Trenched  in  ice  ^  ;  which  with  an  hour's  heat 
DKIblves  to  water,  and  doth  lofe  his  form. 
A  little  time  will  melt  her  frozen  thoughts. 
And  worthlcfs  Valentine  Ihall  be  forgot.— 
How  now,  fir  Protheus  ?  Is  your  countryman, 
According  to  our  proclamation,  gone  ? 

Pro.  Gone,  my  good  lord. 

^  —  rr.ifj:tti :]  in  old  language,  means  graceful.    So,  in  K.  Jchn  s 

•«  Tlu'ie  wjs  not  fuch  a  gracious  creature  born.'*     Steevens. 
7  Trenched /*jV#  J ]  Cut,  carved  in  ice,  TrjMci/erfXo  cut,  Fr.  Johni. 
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Duke.  My  daughter  takes  his  going  grievoufly  •• 

Fro,  A  little  time,  my  lord,  will  kill  that  grief. 

Duke.  So  I  believe  ;  but  Thurio  thinks  not  fo.— • 
Protheus,  the  good  conceit  I  hold  of  thee, 
(For  thou  haft  flicwn  fome  fien  of  ?ood  defert,) 
Makes  me  the  better  to  confer  wim  thee. 

Pro.  Longer  than  I  prove  loyal  to  your  grace. 
Let  me  not  live  to  look  upon  yoor  grace. 

Duke.  Thou  kno^/'ft,  now  willingly  I  would  cfFeft 
The  match  between  fir  Thurio  and  my  daughter. 

Pro.  I  do,  my  lord. 

Duke.  And  alfo,  I  think,  thou  art  not  ignorant 
How  fhe  oppofes  her  againft  my  will. 

Pro,  She  did,  my  lord,  when  Valentine  was  herc% 

Duke,  Ay,  and  pcnrerfely  (he  perfcvers  fo. 
What  might  we  do  to  make  the  girl  forget 
The  love  of  Valentine,  and  love  fir  Thurio  ? 

Pro,  The  beft  way  is,  to  ilander  Valentine 
With  fal (hood,  cowardice,  and  poor  defcent ; 
Three  things  that  women  highly  hold  in  hate. 

Duke,  Ay,  but  (he'll  thiiJc,  that  it  is  fpoke  in  hatCt 

Pro.  Ay,  if  his  enemy  deliver  it : 
Therefore  it  mult,  with  circumftance  ',  be  fpoken 
By  one,  whom  (he  efteemeth  as  his  friend. 

Duke.  Then  you  muft  undertake  to  (lander  him. 

Pro.  And  that,  my  lord,  I  (hall  be  loth  to  do : 
'Tis  an  ill  office  for  a  gentleman  ; 
Efpecially,  againft  his  very  friend  •. 

Duke.  Where  your  good  word  cannot  advantage  him> 
Your  flander  never  can  endamage  him ; 
Therefore  the  office  is  indifferent. 
Being  entreated  to  it  by  your  friend. 

Pro.  You  have  prevail'd,  my  lord  :  if  I  can  do  it^ 

•  '^  grJevouJly.']  So  fome  copies  of  the  firft  folio;  others  htve,  ^at* 
vUy.  The  word  therefore  muft  have  been  corre^d,  while  the  (hect  watf 
working  off  at  the  prcfs.  The  word  lafi,  p.  155,  1.  23,  was  infertei 
in  feme  copies  in  the  fame  manner.    Malonz. 

*  —  lui/b  circK/n/fance,^  With  the  addition  of  foch  incidental  par* 
liculars  as  may  induce  belief.     Johkson. 

9  —  tis  \try  friend.]  Vtrj  is  immediate.     So,  in  Machitbi 
•«  'And  the  wry  points  they  blow.*'    Sxtiviif »« 

4  By 
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By  aaght  that  I  can  fpeak  in  his  difpraife. 
She  (hall  not  long  continue  love  to  him. 
But  fay,  this  weed  her  love  from  Valentine, 
It  follows  not  that  fhe  will  love  fir  Thurio. 

Tbu.  Therefore  as  you  unwind  her  love '  from  hlm^ 
Left  it  fhould  ravel,  and  be  |;ood  to  none. 
Yon  muft  provide  to  bottom  it  on  me  : 
Which  muft  be  done ,  b^  praifing  me  as  much 
As  you  in  worth  difpraife  fir  Valentine. 

Duke,  And,  Protiieus,  we  dare  truft  you  in  this  kind  ; 
Becaufe  we  know,  on  Valentine's  report. 
You  are  already  love's  firm  votary. 
And  cannot  foon  revolt  and  change  your  mind. 
Upon  this  warrant  ftiall  you  have  accefs, 
MHiere  you  with  Silvia  may  confer  at  large  ; 
For  fhe  is  lumpifti,  heavy,  melancholy. 
And,  for  your  friend's  fake,  will  be  glad  of  you ; 
Where  you  may  temper  her  *,  by  your  perfuafion. 
To  hate  young  Valentine,  and  love  my  friend. 

Pro,  As  much  as  I  can  do,  I  will  effeft  :— 
But  you,  fir  Thurio,  are  not  fharp  enough ; 
You  muft  lay  lime  S  to  tangle  her  delires. 
By  wailful  fonnets,  whofe  compofed  rhimes 
Should  be  full  fraught  with  ferviceable  vows. 

Duke.  Ay,  Much  is  the  force  of  heaven -bred  poefy. 

Pro,  Say,  that  upon  the  altar  of  her  beauty 
You  facrifice  yt)ur  tears,  your  fighs,  your  heart : 
Write,  till  your  ink  be  dry ;  and  with  your  tears 
Moift  it  again  ;  and  frame  fome  feeling  line. 
That  may  difcover  fuch  integrity  4  : — 

I  -«  fli  you  unwind  her  /w^— ]  As  you  wind  off  her  love  from 
him,  make  me  the  bottom  on  which  you  wind  it.  The  houfcwife'i 
term  for  a  ball  of  thread  wound  upon  a  central  body,  is  a  bottom  of 
threaJ,     Johnson. 

*  you  may  temper /»^r-]  Mould  her,  like  wax,  to  whatever  (hapc 

you  pleafe.  So,  in  K'w^  Henry  IV,  P.  II  :  "  I  have  him  already  tem^ 
Mr'xHf  between  my  linger  and  my  thumb  j  and  (hortly  will  1  fcal  with 

m."     Ma  LONE. 

3  —//«?]   That  is,  birdlime,     JoHNSON. 

4  fucb  integrity  ;— ]   1  fufpeft  that  a  line  following  this  has  been 

loftj  the  import  of  which  peihaps  was 

As  her  obdurate  heart  may  penetrate.    Maloni. 

For 
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Pot  Orpheus*  lute  was  ftrung  with  poets*  finews  ; 
Whofe  golden  touch  could  foften  fteel  and  flones» 
Make  tygers  tame,  and  huge  leviathans 
Forfake  unfounded  deeps  to  dance  on  fands. 
After  your  dire -lamenting  elegies^ 
Viiit  by  night  your  lady*s  chamber-window 
With  fome  fweet  concert ' :  to  their  infhriments 
Tune  a  deploring  dump  *  ;  the  night's  dead  filence 
Will  well  become  fuch  fweet-complaining  grievance. 
This,  or  elfc  nothing,  will  inherit  her  ^. 

Duke,  This  difcipUne  (hews  thou  haft  been  in  love. 

Tbu,  And  thy  advice  this  night  Pll  put  in  pradtice : 
Therefore,  fweet  Protheus,  my  diredHon-giver, 
Let  us  into  the  city  prefently 
To  fort  ^  fome  gentlemen  well  Ikill'd  in  mufick : 
I  have  a  fonnet,  that  will  ferve  the  turn. 
To  give  the  onfet  to  thy  good  advice. 

Duke,  About  it,  gentlemen. 

Pro.  We'll  wait  upon  your  grace,  till  after  fupper  ; 
And  afterward  determine  our  proceedings. 

Duke,  Even  now  about  it ;  I  will  pardon  you  ^, 

[Exeunt  m 

5  -^  ^itb  fomt  hottt  concert :]  The  old  copy  has  cenfortf  which  I 
once  thought  might  have  meant  in  our  author's  time  a  band  or  com- 
pany of  muficians.     So,  in  Romeo  and  yulitt : 

•«  *Jjb,  Mcrcutio,  thou  confort^fi  with  Romeo. 
**  Mer,  Conftrt  I  what,  doft  thou  make  us  mlnjireh  f  ** 
The  fubfequent  words,  "  T$  their  inftrumentt^^f**  fcem  to  favour 
this  interpretation ;  but  other  inftances,  that  I  have  fince  met  with,  in 
books  of  our  author's  age,  have  convinced  me  that  confort  was  only  the 
old  fpelling  of  concert^  and  I  have  accordingly  printed  the  latter  word  in 
the  text.  The  epithrt  fweety  annexed  to  it,  feems  better  adapted  t(^ 
the  mufick  itfelf  than  to  the  band.  Confort ^  when  accented  on  the 
firft  fyllable,  (as  here)  had,  1  believe,  the  former  meaning  \  when  oa 
the  fecond,  it  (Ignified  a  company.     So,  in  the  next  fcene: 

*«  What  fay'ft  thou  ?  Wilt  thou  be  of  our  confort  f*    Ma  lon  e. 

6  Tune  a  deploring  dump ;]  A  dump  was  the  ancient  term  for  a 
mournful  elegy,     Steetens. 

7  — .  wi^^inherit  her,"]  To  tnberitj  is  by  our  author,  fomctimei 
ttfed,  as  in  this  inftance,  for  to  obtain  foffeffion  of,  without  any  idea  of 
acquiring  by  inberitance,     Stebvkms. 

»  To  fort—]  i.  e.  to  choofe  out.     So,  in  K,  Ricbard  III: 

««  Yet  I  wiliybr/  a  pitchy  hour  for  thee."     Steevens. 
9  mm  I  vtill pardon you»\  I  will  ezcufe  you  from  waiting.    Johnson. 

ACT 
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A  C  T    IV.      S  C  E  N  E    I. 

A   FiTift    near    Mantoa. 
Enter  cert  aim  OuNla«-5. 

1  Out,  Felloes,  ftind  fail ;  I  fee  a  paflenger. 

2  Out.  If  there  be  ten,  (hrink  not,  bot  dovbn  with  *em« 

^  Eater  Valentine  amJ  Speed. 

3  Ox</.  Stand,  (ir^  and  throw  as  that  you  have  about  yoa| 
If  not,  we'll  make  you  fit,  tl^A  rit!e  yoa. 

Sfced.  Sir,  we  are  undone  !  thefe  are  the  villaios 
That  all  the  travellers  do  fear  fo  much. 
Fal.  My  friends, — 

1  Out,  That's  not  fo,  fir ;  we  are  your  enemies. 

2  Out.  Peace  }  we'll  hear  him. 

3  Out.  Ay,  by  my  beard,  ^411  we; 
For  he's  a  proper  man  '. 

Fal,  Then  know,  that  I  have  little  wealth  to  lofc; 
A  man  1  am,  crofs'd  with  advcrfity: 
My  richer,  are  thefe  poor  habiliments. 
Of  which  if  you  ftiould  here  disfurnifh  me. 
You  take  the  fum  and  fuhflance  that  I  have. 

2  Out.  Whither  travel  you  ? 
yd.  To  Verona. 

1  Out.  Whence  came  you  ? 
VuL  From  Milan. 

3  Out.  Have  you  long  fojoum'd  there  ? 

Fal.  Some  fixteen  months ;  and  longer  might  have  fiaid, 
If  crooked  fortune  had  not  thwarted  mc. 

2  Out.  What,  were  you  banifh'd  thence  ? 
/W.  I  was. 

2  0.7/.  For  what  offence  ? 

^tiL  For  that  which  now  torments  me  to  rehearfe  : 
I  killM  a  man,  whofe  death  I  much  repent ; 

«  —  tf  proper  »•?.:».]  I.e.  dt  lozll-koking  man;  he  has  the  appear- 
ance  of  a  j;  ••'I'^in:;::.     So,  afterwards  : 

"  Ai:<l  p;irl ',  feeing  )ou  ^iz beaut'ified 

Ag.iln,ln  anoiItcr]^by,«  tiiouwafltbe^rti/cr^maninluly.*'  Malc^i. 

But 
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But  yet  I  flew  him  manfully  in  fight. 
Without  falfe  vantage,  or  bafe  treachery. 

I  Out.  Why  ne'er  repent  it,  if  it  were  done  fo: 
But  were  you  banifh'd  for  fo  fmall  a  fault  ? 

FaL  I  was,  and  held  me  glad  of  fiich  a  doom. 

I  Out.  Have  you  the  tongues  ? 

FaL  My  youthful  travel  therein  made  me  happy  ; 
Or  elfe  I  often  had  been  miferable. 

3  Out,  By  the  bare  fcalp  of  Robin  Hood's  fat  friar  *» 
This  fellow  were  a  kfng  for  our  wild  faction. 

1  Out,  We'll  have  him  :  firs,  a  word. 
Speed,  Mailer,  be  one  of  them  ; 

It  is  an  honourable  kind  of  thievery. 
VaL  Peace,  villain ! 

2  Out.  Tell  us  this ;  Have  you  any  thing  to  take  to  ? 
Val,  Nothing,  but  my  fortune. 

3  Out.  Know  then,  that  fome  of  us  are  gentlemen* 
Such  as  the  fury  of  ungovern'd  youth 

ThruH  from  the  company  of  awfiil  men^  : 

*  —  Robin  Hood's  fat  friary"]  Rob'tH  Hood  was  captain  of  a  band  of 
robbers,  and  was  much  inciined  to  rob  churchmen.     Johnson. 

By  Robin  Hood^s  fat  friary  I  believe,  Shakipeare  means  Friar  Tucif 
who  was  confefTor  and  companion  to  this  noted  outlaw.  See  figure  UI. 
in  the  plate  at  the  end  of  the  firft  part  of  K.  Henry  IV.  with  Mr.  ToU 
let-s  obfenrations  on  it.     St  sevens. 

Dr.  Johnfon  feems  to  have  mifunderftood  this  pafTage.  Thefpeaker 
does  nocfwear  by  the  fcalp  of  fome  churchman  who  had  been  plunder- 
ed, but  by  the  Hiaven  crown  or  Robin  Hood*s  chaplain.—*'  Wc  will 
live  and  die  together,  ffays  a  perfonagein  Peele's  fJ-u/ari/  /.  11^93,)  like 
Robin  Hood,  little  John, /ritfrTftri^r,  and  Maide  Marian."  Ma  lone* 

3  -»  awful  men  .*]  Reverend,  worflilpful,  fuch  as  magiftrates,  and 
other  principal  members  of  civil  communities.     Johnson. 

Anvful  is  ufed  by  Shakfpeare,  in  another  place,  in  the  fenfe  of  law 
fuU     Second  part  oi  Henry  IV.  Aft  IV.  fc.  ii. 

««  We  come  within  our  tfw/ii/ banks  again."    Tyrwhitt. 

So,  in  K,  Henry  V.  1600 : 

*'  — —  creatures  that  by  awe  ordain 

«<  An  aFl  of  order  to  a  peopled  kingdom."     Ma  lone. 

I  think  we  fhould  read  htoful  in  oppofition  to  hnvlefs  men«  In  judi- 
cial proceedings  the  word  has  this  fenfe.     Sir  J.  Hawkins. 

I  believe  we  Hiould  read  lawful  men  ;  1.  e.  legales  homines.  So,  in 
the  Newt  Boke  of  Jufticeiy  1560  :— ■«*  commaundinge  him  to  the  fame 
to  make  an  inqueft  and  pannel  of  lawful  men  of  his  coiintie.**  For  this 
remark  I  am  indebted  to  Dr*  Farmer.     St  sevens. 

VeL.  I.  M  Myfelf 
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Myfelf  was  from  Verona  baniihed. 
For  pradiifinc;  to  ileal  away  a  lady. 
An  heir,  and  near  ally 'd  unto  the  duke  ♦. 

2  Out.  And  I  from  Mantua,  for  a  gentleman^ 
Who,  in  my  mood',  I  ftabb'd  unto  the  heart. 

1  Out,  And  I,  for  fuch  like  petty  crimes  as  thele. 
But  to  the  purpofe, — (for  we  cite  our  faults. 

That  they  may  holdexcus'd  our  lawlefs  lives,) 
And,  partly,  feeing  you  are  beautify'd 
With  goodly  fhdpe ;  and  by  your  own  report 
A  linguift ;  and  a  ihan  of  fuch  perfection. 
As  we  do  in  our  quality  *  much  want  ; — 

2  Out.  Indeed,  becaufe  you  are  a  banifh'd  mzug 
Therefore,  above  the  reft,  we  parley  to  you : 

Are  you  content  to  be  our  general  ? 

To  make  a  virtue  of  neceflity. 

And  live,  as  we  do,  in  this  wildemefs  ? 

3  Out.  What  fay'ft  thou  ?  wilt  thou  be  of  our  confort  I 
Say,  ay,  and  be  the  captain  of  us  all : 

We'll  do  thee  homage,  and  be  rul'd  by  thee. 
Love  thee  as  our  commander,  and  our  king. 

1  Out.  But  if  thou  fcornourcourtcfy,  thoudieft* 

2  Out.  Thou  (halt  not  live  to  brag  what  wc   hare 

ofFer'd. 
yal.  I  take  your  offer,  and  will  live  with  you  ; 
Provided,  that  you  do  no  outrages^ 
On  filly  women,  or  poorpaffengers. 

3  Out,  No,  we  deteil  fuch  vile  bafe  praftices. 
Come,  go  with  us,  we'll  bring  thee  to  our  crews, 

4  AnhtxTf  and  ntzT  clly^ Junto  the  duke.']  Heir  in  our  author*!  time 
(as  it  fomctimcs  is  now)  was  applied  to  females,  as  well  as  males.  The 
old  copy  reads — and  necce.  The  change,  which  is  very  flight,  {near  being 
formerly  f?clt  nefre)  was  made  by  Mr.  Theobald.  Jt  likewife  reads— 
yind  heir.     '1  hccoriedVion  was  made  in  the  third  folio.     Malone. 

5  HljOf    in  r;ymood,l  Mood  h  anger  or  rrtcntment-     Malone, 

6  A-  in  cur  quality— J  i.  e    " 

" ta.'k 


.  e.  in  our  profelhon.     So,  in  the  Ttm^eft  i 


"    Ariel,  and  all  his.  ^wj/Zfy."    Seep.  i6.  n.  3.    Malone. 
7  ■  ■!■         no  outrages 

On  filly  "Momeny  or  pur /aji'ergers.']  This  was  one  of  the  rules  of 
Rokin  Hotid*s government.     ^iKEvxhs. 

And 
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And  (hew  thee  all  the  treafure  we  have  got ; 

Which,  with  ourfelvesj  all  reft  at  thy  difpofe.      [Exeufrt. 

SCENE     IL 

Milan.     Court  of  the  Palace* 
Enter  Prothbus. 

Pro.  Already  have  I  been  falfe  to  Valentine, 
And  now  I  muft  be  as  unjuft  to  Thorio* 
Under  the  coloar  of  commending  him, 
I  have  accefs  my  own  love  to  prefer  ; 
But  Silvia  is  too  fair,  too  true,  too  holy. 
To  be  corrupted  with  my  worthlefs  gifts. 
When  I  protefl  true  loyaltv  to  her. 
She  twits  me  with  my  falmood  to  my  friend  ;  ' 

When  to  her  beauty  I  commend  my  vows. 
She  bids  me  think,  how  I  have  been  forfworn 
In  breaking  faith  with  Julia  whom  I  lov'd  : 
And,  notwithftanding  all  her  fudden  quips  ', 
The  leaft  whereof  would  quell  a  lover's  hope. 
Yet,  fpaniel-like,  the  more  fhefpurns  my  love. 
The  more  it  grows,  and  fawnethon  her  full. 
But  here  comes  Thurio :  now  mud  we  to  her  window. 
And  give  fome  evening  mu(ick  to  her  ear. 

Enter  Thurio,  and  Muficians. 

Thu,  How  now,  fir  Protheus  ?  are  you  crept  before  us  ? 

Pro.  Ay,  gentle  Thurio  ;  for,  you  knowj  that  love 
Will  creep  in  fervice  where  it  cannot  go. 

Tbu.  Ay,  but,  I  hope,  fir,  that  you  love  not  here. 

Pro,  Sir,  but  I  do ;  or  elfe  I  would  be  hence. 

Tbu.  Whoni?  Silvia? 

Pro.  Ay,  Silvia, — for  your  fake. 

Thu.  I  thank  you  for  your  own.  Now,  gentlemen. 
Let's  tune,  and  to  it  luftily  a  while. 

8  ..  fudden  ^utpty'^  That  if,  hafty  piflionate  reproaches  and  fcoffa* 
So  Macbeth  is  in  a  kindred  fenfe  faid  to  be  fuddtn  i  that  is,  irafcible 
and  impetuouf  •    Johnson. 

M  %  Enter 


f^  TVO  CCVTlEVESr 

Hx^.  Xoir,  ST  «ic  SH^!   Kii 
dbctLr  ;  I  ppnr  m,  mj  k  k? 

wtere  fon  &du3  Aor  seUc,  md  fe  d 


^>?-^j,f«j«Jk-IL 


7«/.  Tbttwilll 
/I*/.  Hark!  kaik! 
7W.  bkeaaoBftWe? 


SONG. 

JFiv  //  SihnmT  mohmt  hpe. 

Thai  milwrfnains  e^mmemihtr? 
Hcij,  fair,  oMdwJtit  fft ; 

Tb$  he4weni  Ju<b  grate  did  kmd  her, 
That  fin  wtight  admired  he. 

Is  Jhe  kind,  mt  fin  it  fair  f 

her  heauiy  U*ves  nvith  kindmefi ^:     . 
Lo've  doth  t§  her  eyet  repair. 

To  help  him  §f  bis  hlindnefs  \ 
Andf  being  helped,  inhabits  tberew 

Then  to  Silvia  let  uefing. 

That  Sthfia  is  excelling  ; 
She  excelit  each  mortal  tbinr. 

Upon  the  dull  earth  dnveUing  9 
To  her  let  us  garlands  bring* 

Uoft*  How  now  ?  are  you  fadder  than  you  wete  before  ? 

How  do  you,  man  ?  the  mnfick  likes  yon  not. 

Jul,  You  miilake  ;  the  mufician  likes  me  not»  ^ 

.    Uoft.  Why,  my  pretty  youth  ? 

p  i*.  iibivry  Uvn  with  klndntft  i\  Beauty  witboat  kindflcft  Ai  ■■« 
fnj«»>ed|  indiiaddightifig.    Jommsok. 

JmL 
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7»/.  He  plays  falfe,  father. 

Hoji,  How  ?  out  of  tunc  on  the  filings  ? 

yul.  Not  fo ;  but  yet  fo  falfe,  that  he  grieves  my  very 
heart -ftring5. 

Hofi.  You  have  a  quick  ear. 

Jul.  Ay,  I  would  I  were  deaf!  it  makes  me  have  a 
flow  heart. 

Hofi.  I  perceive,  you  delight  not  in  mufick, 

Jul.  Not  a  whit,  when  it  jars  fo. 

Hofi.  Hark,  what  fine  change  is  in  the  mufick ! 

^uL  Ay  ;  that  change  is  the  fpite. 

Hofi.  You  would  have  them  always  play  but  one  thing  ? 

yui.  I  would  always  have  one  play  but  one  thing.  But, 
hoft,  doth  this  fir  Protheus,  that  we  talk  on,  often  refort 
unto  this  gentlewoman  ? 

Ho^.  I  tell  you  what  Launce,  his  man,  told  me,  he  loved 
fecr  out  of  all  nick'. 

yuI.  Where  is  Launce  ? 

Ho/.  Gone  to  feek  his  dog  ;  which,  to-morrow,  by  his 
mailer's  command,  he  mud  carry  for  a  prefent  to  his  lady. 

Jul.  Peace  !  (land  afide  ;  the  company  parts. 

Pro,  Sir  Thurio,  fear  not  you  ;  I  will  10  plead,  ♦• 

That  you  (hall  fay,  my  cunning  drift  excels. 

TJbu.  Where  meet  we  ? 

Pro.  At  faint  Gregory's  welL 

Thu.  Farewell.  [Exeunt  Thurio  an^  MuficiansM 

Silvia  appears  aho've,  at  her  fwintlonv. 

Pro.  Madam,  good  even  to  your  ladyfhip. 

Sil.  I  thank  you  for  your  mufick,  gentlemen  : 
Who  is  that,  that  fpake  ? 

Pro.  One,  lady,  if  you  knew  his  pure  heart's  truth. 
You'd  quickly  learn  to  know  him  by  his  voice. 

Sil.  Sir  Protheus,  as  I  take  it. 

Pro.  Sir  Protheus,  gentle  lady,  and  your  fervant* 

Sil.  What  is  your  will  ? 

1  .-.  tfttf  0/ all  nick.]  Beyond  all  reckoning  or  count.  Reckonings 
9re  kept  upon  nicked  or  notched  fticks  or  tallies.    War  burton . 

As  it  is  an  inn-keeper  who  exnpioys  the  allufion,  it  is  much  in  cha* 
faster.    Stexvxms. 

M  3  fro. 
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Fr9.  That  I  nuy  compafs  yours. 

SiJ.  Yoa  hzve  your  wiih ;  mj  will  is  eren  Ais  \^ 
Tlut  prefendy  ^roa  kie  70a  home  to  bed. 
Thoa  fabtle,  perj nr'd,  hlft,  diiloyal  man  ! 
Tldnk'ft  thoa,  I  am  ib  flialkw,  ib  cooceitlels. 
To  be  fedoced  hj  thy  flattery. 
That  hafl  decciv'd  w  many  with  thy  irovrs  f 
Rctom,  retom,  and  make  thy  love  amends. 
For  me, — by  this  pale  qoeen  of  night  I  fwear, 
I  am  ib  far  m>m  granting  thy  reqoeft. 
That  I  defpife  thee  for  thy  wrongfol  ibit ; 
And  by  and  by  intend  to  chide  myielf, 
Evtn  fi>r  this  time  I  fpend  in  talking  to  thee. 

Pr0.  I  grant,  fweet  love,  that  I  £d  bve  a  lady  ; 
Bnt  (he  is  dead. 

JmJ.  'Twere  ^dfe,  if  I  (hodd  fpeak  it ; 
For,  I  am  fure,  fhe  is  not  buried.  {J/Ue* 

Sii.  Say,  that  flic  be  ;  yet  Valentine,  thy  friend. 
Survives  ;  to  whom,  thyfelf  art  witncfs, 
I  am  betroth 'd ;  And  art  thou  not  afliam'd 
To  wrong  him  with  thy  importunacy  ? 

Pro,  I  likewife  hear,  that  Valentine  is  dead. 

^/7.  And  To,  fuppofe,  am  I  ;  for  in  his  grave  ', 
AfTure  thyfelf,  my  love  is  buried. 

Pro,  Sweet  lady,  let  me  rake  it  from  the  earth. 

Sii.  Go  to  thy  lady's  grave,  and  call  her's  thence  ; 
Or,  at  the  leaft,  in  her's  fepulcher  thine. 

Jul.  He  heard  not  that.  [Jfidie. 

Pro.  Madam,  if  your  heart  be  fo  obdurate, 
Vouchfafe  me  yet  your  pidure  for  my  love. 
The  pi6lure  that  is  hanging  in  your  chamber ; 
To  that  I'll  fpeak,  to  that  I'll  iigh  and  weep : 
For,  fmce  the  fubilance  pf  your  pcrfeft  felf 

»  Tou  bave  your  nv'tfly  ;  my  nv'tll  is  even  tbisi^l  "^^^  word  tttiU  is 
here  ambiguous.  He  wiflies  to  gain  her  tvill :  ihe  tells  him,  if  he  wants 
her  wi//,  he  has  it,     Johnson. 

'i  m^in  his  rravff'l  The  old  copy  has— fc^r  grave.  The  emeadatipii 
was  made  by  the  editor  of  th^  fecoiid  folio.    Malom. 

Is 
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Is  elfe  devoted^  I  am  but  a  (hadow  ; 
And  to  your  fhadow  will  I  make  true  love. 

yul.  If  'twere  a  fubfbince,  you  would.  Aire,  deceive  it. 
And  make  it  but  a  fhadow,  as  I  am.  \^AJide. 

Sil.  I  am  very  loath  to  be  your  idol,  fir ; 
But,  fince  your  falfliood  (hall  become  you  well  ^ 
To  worfhip  fhadows,  and  adore  falfe  fhapes. 
Send  to  me  in  the  morning,  and  I'll  fend  it : 
And  fo,  good  reft. 

Pro.  As  wretches  have  o'er  night. 
That  wait  for  execution  in  the  morn. 

[Exeunt  Protheus  ;  and  Zximik^  from  ahcve* 

Jul,  Hoft,  will  you  go  ? 

Hojl,  By  my  hallidom,  I  was  faft  afleep. 

Jul,  Pray  you,  where  lies  fir  Prothpus  ? 

Hojl,  Marry,  at  my  houfe  :  Truft  me,  I  think,  tis  al- 
moll  day. 

Jul.  Not  fo  ;  but  it  hath  been  the  longeft  night 
That  e'er  I  watch'd,  and  the  moft  heavieft.  [Exeunt. 

4  But,  fm^e  mur  falf!>09djball  become  you  %oeir\l  once  had  a  better 
opinion  of  an  alteration  propofed  by  Dr.  Johnfon  [But  fince  foure  falfe^ 
it  fliall  &c.]  than  I  have  atprefent.  I  now  believe  the  text  it  right,  and 
that  our  author  means,  however  licentious  the  exprefllion,.— >But,  fince 
your  falfhood  well  becomes,  or  is  well  fuited  to,  the  worihipping  of 
ihadows,  and  the  adoring  of  falfe  fliapes,  fend  to  me  in  the  morning  for 
my  picture,  &c.  Or,  in  other  words,  But,  fince  the  worihipping  of  (ha* 
dows  and  the  adoring  of  falfe  (hapes  fliall  well  become  youf  falfe  as 
you  arty  fcnd&c.  To  worjbip  Jhadowt  ie^.  I  confider  as  the  objedUve 
cafe,  as  well  as^ov.  There  are  othor  inftances  in  thefe  plays  of  a  dou- 
ble accufative  depending  on  the  fame  verb.  I  have  therefore  followed 
.the  punctuation  of  the  old  copy,  and  not  placed  a  comma  after  faljboodf 
as  in  the  modern  editions.  S'wce'ii,  I  think,  here  an  adverb,  rrot  a  pre- 
pofitlon.     Malone. 

There  is  no  occafion  for  any  alteration,  if  we  only  foppofe  that  it  it 
uaderflood  here,  as  in  feveral  other  places. 

But,  fince  your  falfliood,  fliall  become  you  well 

To  worfliip  fliadowf  and  adore  falfe  fliapesy— 
1.  e.  But,  fince  your  falfliood,  it  fliall  become  you  well,  &c.   Or  indeed, 
in  this  place.  To  %uorfiip  /badtwi  Sec.  may  be  confidered  at  the  nomina* 
tivc  cafe  to  Jhall  become,    T y a wh  1  t  T. 

M4  SCENE 
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SCENE      III. 

The  fame, 
'Enter  Eclamouk. 

EgU  This  is  the  hoar  that  madam  Silvia 
Entreated  me  to  call,  and  know  her  mind  ; 
There's  fome  great  matter  (he'd  employ  me  in.««i» 
Madam,  madam ! 

Silvia  appear  $  abo^e,  at  ber  'wituh'w^ 

Sil.  Who  calls? 

Eg!.  Yoorfervant,  and  yoar  friend ; 
One  that  attends  your  ladyihip's  command. 

^/7.  Sir  Eglamour,  a  thouiand  times  good  morrow. 

Eg!.  As  many,  worthy  ladjr,  to  yooHclf. 
According  to  your  ladyfhip's  impofe ', 
I  am  thus  early  come,  to  know  what  fervice 
It  is  your  pleaiure  to  command  me  in. 

Sil,  O  Eglamour,  thou  art  a  gentleman, 
(Think  not,  I  flatter,  for,  I  fwear,  I  do  not,) 
Valiant,  wife,  remorfeful  *,  well  accomplifh'd. 
Thou  art  not  ignorant,  what  dear  good  will 
I  bear  unto  the  banifhM  Valentine ; 
Nor  how  my  father  would  enforce  me  marry 
Vain  Thurio,  whom  my  very  foul  abhorr'd: 
Thyfelf  haft  lov'd ;  and  I  have  heard  thee  fay. 
No  grief  did  ever  come  fo  near  thy  heart. 
As  when  thy  lady  and  thy  true  love  died. 
Upon  whofe  grave  thou  vow'dft  pure  chaftity  7: 

4  Sir 

5  «— jrour /j^;/&//>*i  impofe,]  Impofe  is  injun ff ion,  command,  A  ta& 
fet  at  college,  in  confequence  of  a  fault,  is  ftUi  called  an  imtojition, 

5TXKVZNI. 

f>  Remorfeful  \s  ^\t\f\A,  Stietxns. 
,  7  Upon  lubofe  ^rave  thou  vo%u^dft  pure  cbaRity  ;]  It  was  common  in 
former  ages  for  widowers  and  widows  to  maKe  vows  of  chaftity  in  ho- 
nour of  their  deccafed  wives  or  hulbands.  In  Dugdale^s  Antiqmitlet  of 
Warwick Oi'irey  page  1013,  there  is  the  form  of  a  commiHion  by  the 
bilhop  of  the  diocefe  for  taking  a  vow  of  chaftity  mad-  ^y  ^  widow. 
It  fcems  tha^  belides  obferving  the  vow,  the  widow  w.  /'tor  life,  to 

wear 
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Sir  Eglamoor,  I  would  to  Valentine, 

To  Mantua,  where,  I  hear,  he  makes  abode ; 

And,  for  the  ways  are  dangerous  to  pafs, 

I  do  defire  thy  worthy  company. 

Upon  whofe  faith  and  honour  I  rcpofe. 

Urge  not  my  father's  anger,  Eglamoor, 

But  think  upon  my  grief,  a  lady's  grief; 

And  on  the  juftice  of  my  flying  hence, 

Tb  keep  me  from  a  moft  unholy  match. 

Which  heaven  and  fortune  flill  reward  with  plagues. 

I  do  defire  thee,  even  from  a  heart 

As  full  of  forrows  as  the  fea  of  faiids. 

To  bear  me  company,  and  go  with  me : 

If  not,  to  hide  what  I  have  faid  to  thee. 

That  I  may  venture  to  depart  alone. 

EgL  Madam,  I  pity  much  your  grievances  •; 
Which  fince  I  know  they  virtuoufly  arc  plac'd^ 
I  give  confent  to  go  along  with  you  ; 
Recking  as  little  ^  what  betideth  me. 
As  much  I  wifh  all  good  befortune  yon. 
When  will  you  go  ? 

^/7.  This  evening  coming. 

EgL  Where  (hall  I  meet  you  ? 

5/7.  At  friar  Patrick's  cell. 
Where  I  intend  holjr  confeffion. 

EgL  I  will  not  fail  your  ladyfliip : 
Good  morrow,  gentle  lady. 

SiL  Good  morrow,  kind  fir  Eglamour.  \Exeunt* 

SCENE    IV. 

1" he  fame. 
Enter  Launce,  *with  his  dog. 
When  a  man's  fervant  fhall  play  the  cur  with  him,  look 

you, 

wear  a  veil,  and  a  mourning  habit.  The  fame  diftin^lion  we  may  fup- 
pofe  to  have  been  made  in  refpe^  of  male  votariih  ;  and  therefore  this 
circumftance  might  inform  the  players  how  fir  Eglamour  fliould  be  dreft; 
and  will  account  for  Silvia^s  having  chofen  him  as  a  peribn  in  whom 
flie  could  confide  without  injury  to  her  own  charafter.     Steivens- 

•  gr\evancti\\  Sorrows,  forrowful  aft'e^ons.     Johnson. 

9  Recking  ai  iittic^]  To  reck  ii  to  care  for*     Steivzns« 


I  I 
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tfcu  I  13.' td  trsm  drTs-zir^,  ssea  xkree  or  tar  «f  ku 
blir^  bzKKLcn  iz,i  i±£Zx  srs:  so  it !  I  Jurena^c  kuK- 
cvco  u  ocs  so::Ii  f^j  precrclj,  T^^i  I  vcoli  seack  & 
dog.  I  waj  ilrcx  to  Gelzrer  k:a,  as  z  praest  to  aiiicfi 
Su\Wf  froca  or  mirrr  ;  asd  I  caiae  ao  iaaaa  iaao  dK 
dinir.g-cru3ibcr»  bci  he  icps  me  to  hex  trrnrltri*»  aad 


fteaU  fi^  capoo'f  lej.  O,  'ds  a  ibal  tkins,  wfeoi  a  cnr 
cannot  keep  hioifell  '  ia  all  compinies !  Twoiild kaic, 
»  ocic  fLould  £iT,  cne  tia:  takes  cpon  him.  to  ix  &  dag  * 
iodred,  to  be,  as  it  were,  a  dpgat  all  tiungs.  If  Ikad 
WA  had  more  wit  tkui  he,  to  take  a  faolc  apoa  me  chathe 
did,  I  think  verily  he  had  been  hang'd  for*c ;  fore  as  I  life, 
be  had  fjfTcr'd  for't:  yoa  (hall  judge,  lie  thnifts  me 
himielf  isto  the  company  of  three  or  four  gentlemen-Iike 
dog',,  oncier  the  dake's  uble :  he  had  not  been  there  (bleis 
the  mark)  a  piiling  while ',  but  all  the  chamber  finelt 
hi:n.  Out  'ushh  the  dog^  (ays  one;  What  cur  is  tbmtT 
i:v;',  another  ;  iVhip  him  out,  fays  the  third  ;  Hamg  him  «/, 
fay)  the  duke:  1,  having  been  acquainted  with  the  fmell 
before,  knew  it  was  Crab  ;  and  goes  me  to  the  fellow  that 
whips  the  dogs*  :  Friend,  quoth  1,  you  mean  to  'u.-hip  the 
dog?  Ay,  marry,  do  I,  quoth  he.  Tou  da  him  the  more 
ifjron'/y  quoth  1  ;  ^tmuas  I  did  the  thing  you  tvct  of.  He 
makes  mc  no  more  ado,  but  whips  me  out  of  the  diamber. 
How  many  m afters  would  do  this  for  their  fervant  *  ?  Nay, 
I'll  he  fivorn,  1  have  fat  in  the  ftocks  for  puddings  he  hath 
llolcn,  otherwifc  he  had  been  executed:  I  have  Hood  on 
the  pillory  for  gcefe  he  hath  kill'd,  otherwife  he  had 
fufftr'd  for't:  thou  think'fl  not  of  this  now  ! — Nay,  I  rc- 

•  —  rj?  l>er  trencher,]  Seep.  54.  n.  3.    Ma  lone. 

«  —keep  hwifelf]  i.  c.  retrain  himfelf.     Steevens. 

*  ^~-  to  Le  a  {iofr — ]  I  believe  wc  (hould  read,  /  ivouU  bavty  Sec,  one 
that  taket  ytion  him  to  be  a  dog,  to  be  a  dog  indeed,  to  he,  &c.     JoHitsoK. 

;  .- tf  piiUiig  while,]  It  appears  from  Ray*s  Colle£lton,  that  this  ex- 
preifion  is  proverbial.     Steevens. 

4  —  the  fellow  that  lubips  the  dogs  ;1  This  appears  to  have  been  part 
of  the  ofiicc  of  an  u/herof  the  table,     Steevens. 

^  —  their ferx/ant  A]  The  old  copy  reads— i6ij  fcrvant  ?     Stezvcns. 

CoircAcd  by  Mr.  rope.    Mai. one. 

member 
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member  the  trick  you  fcrved  me,  when  I  took  my  leave 
of  madam  Silvia  ^  ;  did  not  I  bid  thee  fHll  mark  me,  and 
do  as  I  do  ?  When  didft  thoa  fee  me  heave  up  my  leg,  and 
make  water  againll  a  gentlewoman's  farthingale  ?  Didft 
thou  ever  fee  me  do  fuch  a  trick  ? 

Enter  Protheus  and  Julia. 

Pro,  Sebaftian  is  thy  name  ?  I  like  thee  well^ 
And  will  employ  thee  in  fomc  fervice  prefently. 

Jul.  In  what  youpleafe; — I  will  do  what  I  can. 

Fro,  I  hope  thou  wilt.— How,  now,  you  whorefon  pea- 
fant? 
Where  have  you  been  thefe  two  days  loitering  ? 

Launce.  Marry,  fir,  I  carry 'd  miitrefs  Silvia  the  dog  yoo 
bade  me. 

Pro,  And  what  fays  flie  to  my  little  jewel  ? 

Lauttcc,  Marry,  fhe  fays,  your  dog  was  a  cur  ;  and  telli 
you,  currifh  thanks  is  eood  enough  for  fuch  a  prefenc. 

Pro,  But  flie  received  my  dog  ? 

Launce,  No,  indeed,  did  fhe  not:  here  have  I  brought 
him  back  again. 

Pro,  What,  didft  thou  offer  her  this  from  me? 

Launce,  Ay,  fir ;  the  other  fquirrel  ^  was  flolen  from  me 
by  the  hangman's  boys  in  the  market-place :  and  then  I 
o^er'd  her  mine  own ;  who  is  a  dog  as  big  as  ten  of  yoars^ 
and  therefore  the  gift  the  greater. 

Pro,  Go,  get  thee  hence^  and  find  my  dog  again^ 
Or  ne'er  return  again  into  my  fight. 

6  Madam  Silvia  ;]  Dr.  Warburton,  without  any  ncceflity  I  think, 
reads— Julia  ;  <<  alluding  to  the  leave  his  nnafler  and  he  took  when  they 
left  Verona."  But  it  appears  from  a  former  fcene,  fas  Mr.  Heath  hat 
obferved,)  that  Launce  was  notprefsnt  when  Protheus  and  Julia  parted* 
Launce  on  the  other  hand  has  juft  taken  leave  of,  i.  e.  parted  fronii 
(for  that  is  all  that  is  meant)  Madam  Silvia.     Malonx. 

7  —  the  other  fquirrel  &c.]  Sir  T.  Hanmer  reads,i— the  other. 
Squirrel,  6cc.  and  confcquently  makes  Squirrel  tht  proper  name  of  the 
bcaft.  Perhaps  Launce  only  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  diminutive  animal,  more 
refcmbling  afyyirrel^n  fize,  than  a  dog.     Stxevxns. 

The  fubfequent  words,.^"  who  is  a  dog  as  big  as  ten  ofyurt^^  fhevr 
that  Mr.  Steevens^s  interpretation  is  the  true  one.    Malokx. 

Awayi 
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Awajf  I  fay  ;  Suy'ft  thoQ  to Tcxme  here ? 
Aflave,  that,  ftill  an  end*»tanis  me  to  (hame.  [&r.  Lav» 
Sebaftian,  I  have  entertained  thee. 
Partly^  that  I  have  need  of  fuch  a  youth. 
That  can  with  fome  difcretion  do  my  bufinefs. 
For  'tis  no  trufting  to  yon  foolifli  lowt ; 
But,  chiefly,  for  Siy  face,  and  thy  behaviour  ; 
Which  (if  my  augnry  deceive  me  not,) 
Witnefs  good  bringing  np,  firttune,  and  truth  : 
,  Therefore  know  thou  ',  tor  this  I  entertain  thee. 
Go  prefently,  and  take  this  ring  with  thee^ 
Deliver  it  to  Madam  Silvia : 
She  lov'd  me  well,  delivered  it  to  me  *. 

Jul'  It  Teems,  you  lov'd  her  not,  to  leave  her  token  *; 
She's  dead,  belike. 

Pro.  Not  fo }  I  think,  ihe  lives, 

>/.  Alas! 

Fro,  Why  doft  thou  cry,  alas  ? 

yuL  I  cannot  choofe  but  pity  her. 

Fro.  Wherefore  fliould'ft  thou  pity  her  ? 

y«/.  Becaufe,  methinks,  that  Ihe  lov'd  you  as  well 
As  you  do  love  your  lady  Silvia : 
She  dreams  on  him,  that  has  forgot  her  love ; 
You  dote  on  her,  that  cares  not  for  your  love. 
'Tis  pity,  love  (hould  be  fo  contrary  ; 
And  thinking  on  it  makes  me  cry,  alas ! 

Pro.  Well,  give  her  that  ring,  and  therewithal 

S  •— tfff  end,"]  I.  e.  in  the  end,  at  the  conclufion  of  every  bufioeis  he 
sndertakes.     Stixtkns. 

9  -^know  thoa>]  The  old  copy  has— f^M.  The  emendation  was  made 
by  the  editor  of  the  fecond  folio.     Ma  lone. 

1  She  iov'!gi  metoeilf  delivered  it  to  me,J  i.  e.  She,  wZ^c  delivered  it  to 
me,  lov*d  me  well.     Malone. 

*  Itfeemiyyou  lov*d  her  net,  to  have  her  token:']  To leaife  fectns  to 
be  ufed  here  for  to  part  with.     It  is  ufcd  with  equal  licence  in  a  former 
fcene,  for  to  ceafe,     <*  I  leave  to  be,  &c.*'— -In  the  firft  copy  not  is  in- 
advertently repeated  by  the  careleflhefs  of  the  printer : 
It  feems  you  lov'd  her  not,  not  leave  her  token. 

The  emendation  was  made  in  the  fecond  folio.     Dr.  Johnfon  would 
read; 

It  feems  you  loVd  her  aot^  n9r  Iroi  her  tokeot    Ma  ion  e. 

This 
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This  letter ;— that's  her  chamber.— Tell  my  lady, 
I  claim  the  promife  for  her  heavenly  pidure. 
Your  mefTage  done,  hie  home  unto  my  chamber. 
Where  thou  (halt  find  me  fad  and  folitary. 

[Exit  Prothbvs. 

yul.  How  many  women  would  do  fuch  a  mefTage  ? 
Ala?,  poor  Protheus !  thou  haft  entertain'd 
A  fox,  to  be  the  Ihepherd  of  thy  lambs  : 
Alas,  poor  fool !  why  do  I  pity  him 
That  with  his  very  heart  defpifeth  me  ? 
Becaufe  he  loves  her,  he  defpifeth  me  ; 
Becaufe  I  love  him,  I  muft  pity  him. 
This  ring  I  gave  him,  when  he  parted  from  ttkSi 
To  bind  him  to  remember  my  good  will :  J 

And  now  am  I  (unhappy  meftcnger) 
To  plead  for  that,  which  I  would  not  obtain  ; 
To  carry  that,  which  I  would  have  refos'd  *; 
To  praife  his  faith,  which  I  would  have  diipraiTd* 
I  am  my  mailer's  true  confirmed  love ; 
But  cannot  be  true  fervant  to  my  mafter, 
Unlefs  I  prove  falfe  traitor  to  myfelf. 
Yet  will  I  woo  for  him ;  but  yet  fo  coldly. 
As,  heaven  it  knows,  I  would  not  have  him  ipetd. 

Enfer  Silvia,  attended. 
Gentlewoman,  good  day  !  I  pray  you,  be  my  mean 
To  bring  me  where  to  fpeak  with  Madam  Silvia. 
*  Sil,  What  would  you  with  her,  if  that  I  be  (he  ? 

Jul.  If  you  be  flic,   I  do  entreat  your  patience 
To  hear  me  fpeak  the  mefTage  I  am  itnt  on. 

^/7.  From  whom  ? 

Jul.  From  my  mafter,  fir  Protheus,  madam* 

Sil.  O, — he  fends  you  for  a  pidure  ? 

Jul.  Ay,  madam. 

Sil.  Urfula,  bring  my  pidure  there.    [Figure  brwght^ 
Go,  give  your  mailer  this :  tell  him  from  me. 
One  Julia,  that  his  changing  thoughts  forget, 

I  To  carry  tbaty  wbicb  J  would  kavt  refused ;  &c.]  The  fcnfe  is,  T© 
go  and  prefent  that  which  I  wifli  to  be  not  accepted^  to.praife  hixa 
whom  I  wiih  to  be  difpraii^d.    Johmioii. 

Would 
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Would  better  fit  his  chamber,  than  this  fhadovir* 

Jul,  Madam,  pleafc you  perufe  this  letter.— 
Pardon  me^  madam ;  I  have  unadvis'd 
Delivered  you  a  paper  that  I  ihould  not ; 
This  is  the  letter  to  your  ladyfhip. 

^/7.  I  pray  thee,  let  me  look  on  that  again. 

Jul.  It  may  not  be  ;  good  madam,  pardon  mc« 

5/7.  There,  hold. 
I  will  not  look  upon  your  maker's  lines : 
I  know,  they  are  ftuiPd  with  proteftations. 
And  full  of  new-found  oaths  ;  which  he  will  break. 
As  eafily  as  I  do  tear  this  paper. 

JuL  Madam,  he  fends  your  ladyfhip  this  ring. 

SiU  The  more  (hame  for  him  that  he  fends  it  me  ; 
For,  I  have  heard  him  fay  a  thoufand  times. 
His  Julia  gave  it  him  at  his  departure  : 
Though  his  falfe  finger  have  profan'd  the  ring. 
Mine  (hall  not  do  his  Julia  fo  much  wrong. 

JuL  She  thanks  yoa. 

Sil.  What  fay'ft  thou  ? 

JuL  I  thank  you,  madam,  that  you  tender  her : 
Poor  gentlewoman !  my  mafter  wrongs  her  much. 

SiL  Doft  thou  know  her  ? 

JuL  Almofl  as  well  as  I  do  know  myfelf : 
To  think  upon  her  woes,  I  do  protell. 
That  I  have  wept  an  hundred  feveral  times. 

$iL  Belike,  Ihc  thinks,  that  Protheus  hath  forfook  hefc. 

JuL  1  think  (he  doth ;  and  that's  her  caufe  of  forrow. 

SiL  Is  (he  not  pafling  fair  ? 

JuL  She  hath  been  fairer,  madam,  than  (he  is : 
When  (he  did  think  my  mafter  lov'd  her  well. 
She,  in  my  judgement,  was  as  fair  as  you ; 
But  fince  (he  did  negled  her  looking-glafs. 
And  threw  her  fun-expelling  ma(k  away. 
The  air  hath  ftarv'd  the  rofes  in  her  cheeks. 
And  pinch'd  the  lily-tind^ure  of  her  face. 
That  now  (he  is  become  as  black  as  I  ^. 

^/7. 

4  And  pinch'd  tbt  lUy-tinRurt  of  birfofen 

Tkst  MOW  fht  is  btcome  at  black  as  /•]  The  colour  of  a  part  ^ncbedf 
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Sil.  How  tall  was  fhc  ? 

Jul.  About  my  ftature:  for,  at  pentecoil. 
When  all  our  pageants  of  delight  were  play'd. 
Our  youth  got  me  to  play  the  woman's  part. 
And  I  was  trimm'd  in  madam  Julia's  gown  ; 
Which  ferved  me  as  fit,  by  all  men's  judgment. 
As  if  the  garment  had  been  made  for  me  : 
Therefore,  I  know  fhe  is  about  my  height. 
And,  at  that  time  I  made  her  weep  a-good ', 
For  I  did  play  a  lamentable  part : 
Madam,  'twas  Ariadne,  paffioning* 
For  Thefeus^  perjury,  and  unjuft  night ; 
Which  I  fo  lively  ailed  with  my  tears. 
That  my  poor  miftrefs,  moved  therewithal. 
Wept  bitterly  ;  and,  would  I  might  be  dead. 
If  I  in  thought  felt  not  her  very  forrow  ! 

St'L  She  is  beholden  to  thee,  gentle  youth  !— 
Alas,  poor  lady  !  defolate  and  Icft!-^ 
I  weep  myfelf,  to  think  upon  thy  words. 
Here,  youth,  there  is  my  purfe;  I  give  thee  this 
For  thy  fweet  miftrefs'  fake,  becaufe  thou  lov'ft  her. 
Farewell .  [  Exit  Silvia. 

Jul.  And  Ihe  (hall  thank  you  for't,  if  e*er  you  know 
her.— 
A  virtuous  gentlewoman,  mild,  and  beautiful. 
I  hope,  my  mailer's  fuit  will  be  but  cold, 
s)ince  fhe  refpedls  my  miilrefs'  love  fo  much^. 

Alas, 

IS  livid,  as  it  is  commonly  termed,  Had  and  blue.  The  weather  may 
therefore  be  juftly  faid  to  pinch  ^  when  it  produces  the  fame  vifible 
cf^'e^.     I  believe  this  is  the  reafon  why  the  cold  is  faid  to  pine b» 

Johnson* 
Cleopatra  fays  of  herfelf,— «  Think  on  me, 

«  That  am  with  Phoebus*  amorous  finches  black.'*     Steetxns* 

5  —  nveep  a-good  ;]  i.  c.  ingoodearneft.     Tout  dehon*  Fr.  Stzkv. 

6  _  Vwfli  Ariadney  paflioning— ]  On  her  being  deferted  by  Thefeut 
in  the  night,   and  lefl  on  the  IHand  of  Naxos.     Malonk. 

To  fajfion  is  ufed  as  a  verb  by  writers  contemporary  with  Shakfpeare. 

Stxxvxns. 

7  —  my  miftrefs'  lovefo  mvcb,^  She  had  in  her  preceding  fpeech  called 
Julia  ber  mifirejs  3  but  it   is   odd  enough   that  Ae  /hould  thus  de- 
scribe 
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Aha,  lio«w'  love  czn  trifle  with  itielf ! 

Here  b  her  pidure :  Let  me  fee ;  I  tbiok* 

If  I  had  fuch  a  tire,  this  face  of  mine 

Were  fall  as  lovely  as  is  this  of  hers : 

And  yet  the  painter  flatter'd  her  a  little. 

Unlets  I  flatter  v^ith  myfelf  too  nmch. 

Her  hair  is  aobum,  mine  b  perfed  yellour : 

If  that  be  all  the  difference  in  hb  love» 

I'll  get  me  fuch  a  colour'd  periwig '. 

Her  eyes  are  grey  as  glafs  ';  and  fo  are  mine : 

Ay»  but  her  forehead's  lowS  and  mine's  as  high. 

What  (hoold  it  be,  that  he  refpe&s  in  her. 

Bat  I  can  make  refp^ive  *  in  m)'felf. 

If  this  fond  love  were  not  a  blinded  god  ? 

Come,  (hadow,  come,  and  take  this  ihadow  op. 

For  'tis  thy  rival.     O  thoa  fenfelefs  form. 

Thou  ihalt  be  worfhipp'd,  kifs'd,  lov'd,  andador'd; 

And,  were  there  fcnie  in  his  idolatry. 

My  fubfbnce  fhould  be  ^tue  in  thy  dead  '. 

I'll 

Uribe  herfelf,  when  (he  it  alone.  Sir  T.  Hanmer  reads— ''  his  miftrefs  ;** 
but  without  neceHity.  Our  author  knew  that  his  audience  confidered  tke 
difguifed  Julia  in  the  prefent  fcene  as  a  page  to  Protheus,  and  this,  1 
believe,  and  the  love  of  antithefis,  produced  the  ezpreflion.   Malokx. 

*  I'll  git  me  fuch  a  coloured  periwig,]  Jt  fliould  be  remembered,  diat 
falfe  hair  was  worn  by  the  ladles,  long  before  wigs  were  in  faAion. 
Thcfc  falfe  coveiings,  however,  were  called  ^mwi^x.     Stxkvxns. 

See  Much  Ad(f  about  Nothing,  A£k  II.  fc.  iii.—- «  and  her  hair  ihall  be 
of  >\h4t  colour  it  pleafe  Cod.**— and  the  Merchant  •/"  Fenice^  A€t.  Ill, 
fc.  ii. 

"  So  are  thofecnfped  fnaky  golden  locks,  &c.**    Malone. 
9  Her  tya  are  2rcy  as  glafs  j]  So  Chaucer,  in  the  cbaraAer  of  his 
PriorcfM : 

**  Ful  femely  hire  wimple  y-pinched  was  ; 

**  Hirenofc  trctis;  h'ltc  eyen  grey  as gtas/*    Theobald; 

*  —  lerf-relead's  low,']  A  high  foichcad  was  in  our  author's  time 
accnuntcd  a  feature  eminently  beautiful.  So,  in  The  Hiftory  of  Guy  cf 
fTarwickf  *'  Felice  his  lady"  is  faid  to  have  «'  the  fame  high  forehead 
«f  yenut,^*    John  SON. 

»  —  rcfpeftivc— ]  i.  t*  refpeSifulf  or  refpeSI able,     Stxxveks. 
i  My  fubfianee  Jhould  be  ftitue  in  thy  fl cad.]  It  would  be  eafy  to  read 
^ith  no  more  roughnefs  than  is  to  be  found  in  many  lines  of  ShaJcfpearei 
■      ■    ihould  be  a  ftaCiie  in  thy  ftcad. 

Tha 
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I'll  ufc  tJicc  kindly  for  thy  miftrefs*  fake. 

That  us'd  me  fo ;  or  elfe,  by  Jove  I  vow, 

I  ihptttdhave  fcratch'd  out  your  unfecing  eyes. 

To  majj^e  my  mailer  out  of  love  with  thee.  [Exif. 


ACTV.       SCENE    I. 

Tht  fame4     An  Abbey  n 
Enter  Eglamour. 

EgL  The  fun  begins  to  gild  the  wefterA  iky ; 
And  now  it  Vi  about  the  very  hour 
That  Silvia,  at  friar  Patrick's  cell,  fhould  meet  me. 
She  will  not  fail ;  for  lovers  break  not  hours, 
Unlefs  it  be  to  come  before  their  time  ; 
So  much  they  fpur  their  expedition^ 

Enter  Silvia. 
Sec,  where  (he  comes :  Lady,  a  happy  evening  I 

^/7.  Amen,  amen !  go  on,  good  Eglamour, 
Oat  at  the  poUern  by  the  abbey-wall; 
I  fea)-,  I  am  attended  by  fome  fpies. 

EgU  Fear  not :  the  foreft  is  not  three  leagues  ofF; 
If  we  recover  that,  we  are  fare  enough'.  \Exeunt* 

•  S  C  E  N  E    II. 

The  fame.     A  Room  in  the  Duke's  Palace* 

Enter  Thurio,  Protheus,  and  JulIa. 

Tbu,  Sir  Protheus,  what  fays  Silvia  tJ)  my  foit  ? 
Pro,  O,  fir,  I  find  her  milder  than  (he  was ; 
And  yet  fhe  takes  exceptions  at  your  perfon. 

The  fenfe,  as  Mr.  Edwards  obferves,  is,  «  He  diould  hare  my  Tub- 
ftance  as  zfiatuty  Inftead  of  thee  f  the  pi^ure],  who  art  a  fenrelefs  form.** 
This  word,  however,  is  ufcd  without  the  article  a  in  MalHoger'a 
Great  Dm ki  of  Flonnctf  and  in  Lord  Surrey's  tranilation  of  the  fourth 
2£neid.     Stxevxms. 

I  -^  fure  fiioir£i&.]  ^MTcisfafe,  out  of  danger.     Johkiow. 

Vol,.  I.      ■"  N  n». 
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^bu.  What,  that  my  leg  is  too  long  ? 

Pro.  No;  that  it  is'too  little. 

Tbu.  I'll  wear  a  boot,  to  nuke  it  iomewluu  i 

Pro.  But  love  will  not  be  fpniT'd  to  wktf  it  kathi. 

Tbu.  What  (ays  flic  to  my  fiicc  ? 

Pro,  She  fays,  it  is  a  fair  one. 

Tbu,  Nay,  then  the  wanton  lies ;  my  face  is  black* 

Pro.  But  pearls  are  fiiir ;  and  the  old  faying  is« 
Black  men  are  pearls  in  beauteous  ladies'  eyes  *, 

Jul.  Tis  true  ^,  •  fnch  pearls  as  pat  oat  ladies'  eyes ; 
For  I  had  rather  wink  than  look  on  them.  [Jfide. 

Tbu.  How  likes  (he  my  difconrfe  ? 

Pro.  IN,  when  you  talk  of  war. 

Tbu.  But  well,  when  I  difcouHe  of  Iov«»  and  peace  I 

Jul.  Bat  better^  indeed,  when  yon  bold  your  peace* 

Tbu.  What  fays  (heto  my  ^our? 

Pro.  O,  fir,  flie  makes  no  doubt  of  that* 

Jul.  She  needs  not,  when  (he  knows  it  cowardice. 

Tbu.  What  fays  fhe  to  rav  birth  ? ' 

Pro.  That  you  are  well  deriv'd. 

Jul.  True ;  from  a  gentleman  to  a  fool.  [AJiitm 

Tbu.  Confiders  (he  my  pofle(Gons  ? 

Pro.  O,  ay;  and  pities  them. 

Thu.  Wherefore? 

Jul.  That  fuch  an  afs  (hould  owe  them*  \^Afidt* 

Pro.  That  they  are  out  by  kafe  ♦• 

Jul.  Here  comes  the  duke. 

Enter  Duke. 
Duhe*  How  now,  (ir  Prothe\is  ?  how  now,  Thnrio  ? 
Which  of  you  faw  (ir  Eglanwur  *,  of  late  ? 

»  Black  men  are  fearh  &c.]  "  A  black  man  Is  a  jc^^cl  In  a  fair 
woman's  cye,**-^'s  one  of  Ray'i  proverbial  fentcncet.     Malonk. 

!  Jttl.  'T/i  true,  &c.]  This  fpcech,  which  certainly  belongs  to 
Julia,  is  given  in  the  old  copy  to  Thurio.  Mr.  Rovre  reftored  it  to  in 
proper  owner.     Stxevins. 

4-  That  tbty  are  out  ky  leafe."]  I  fuppofe  he  means,  becaufc  Thurio*! 
ft>lly hat  let  them  on  dihidvantagcous  terms.    Stievxns. 

*  —  fir  EgUmcur'~-'\  Sir^  which  is  not  in  the  old  copy,  was  infeit- 
r d  by  the  editor  of  the  hoond  foliot    M  a l  o  n  t * 
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n«.  Not  I. 

Pro.  Nor  I. 

Duh.  Saw  you  my  daughter  ? 

Pro.  Neither. 

Duke.  Why,  then  flic's  fled  unto  that  p#afant  Valentine; 
And  Eglamour  is  in  her  company. 
'Tis  true ;  for  friar  Laurence  met  them  both* 
As  he  in  penance  wander'd  through  the  foreft : 
Him  he  knew  well,  and  guefs'd  t£at  it  was  flie ; 
But,  being  ma(k'd»  he  was  not  fure  of  it : 
Befides,  (he  did  intend  confeflion 
At  Patrick's  cell  this  even ;  and  there  flie  was  not : 
Thefe  likelihoods  confirm  her  flight  from  hence. 
Therefore,  I  pray  you,  ftand  not  to  difcourfe. 
But  mount  ypu  presently ;  and  meet  with  me 
Upon  the  riling  of  the  mountain-foot 
That  leads  toward  Mantua,  whither  they  are  fled : 
Difpatch,  fweetffentlemcn,  and  follow  me.  [Exit4 

nu.  Why,  this  it  is  to  be  a  peeviih  girl. 
That  flies  her  fortune  when  it  follows  her  : 
I'll  after ;  more  to  be  reveng'd  on  Eglamour, 
Than  for  the  love  of  recklefs  Silvia.  [Exit, 

Pro.  And  I  will  fbjlow,  more  for  Silvia's  love. 
Than  hate  of  Eglamour  that  goes  with  her.  [Exit* 

Jul.  And  I  will  follow,  more  to  crofs  that  love. 
Than  hate  for  Silvia,  that  is  gone  for  love.  [Ex/:^ 

SCENE    III. 

Frontiers  of  Mantua.     The  Foreft. 
Enter  Silvia  and  Out -laws. 

1  Out.  Come,  come ; 
Be  patient,  we  mufl  bring  you  to  our  captain. 

^il.  A  thouiand  more  mifchances  than  this  one 
Have  learn' d  me  how  to  brook  this  patiently. 

zOut.  Come,  bring  her  away. 

1  Out.  Where  is  the  gentleman  that  was  with  her  \ 

I  Out.  Being  nimble-footed,  he  hath  out-run  us^ 
But  Moyfes,  and  Valerius,  follow hiA^. 

N  2  Co 


i«o  TWO  GEXTLEMKX 

Co  :z'-c  «-lii  zj^  'JO  X2dt  »dE  cai  cc  ae  vood, 
Tr.^e  it  ocr  raj^TT-  :  wr-T  S^IIov  zL=,  liur"*  ied  ; 
Ta^  iL\cktr.  ii  Ddir%  Ls  nrnoc  *icxpe. 

I  0;vr.  Cosff ,  I  asx  brirg  toc  :a  ocr  czpexim's  cste: 
Fear  smx  ;  Le  beifs  aa  koooarabZe  niad. 
And  »ill  orx  cfe  a  «t)C2b  iawie^j. 

^/A  O  Valcmsiic,  this  I  escaxv  6r  dMc  !         [Ijoenf. 

SCENE    IV. 

Juctber  fmrt  •/  the  firtji. 

Enter  Valextixe. 

VaL  Kow  ofe  doth  breed  a  habit  in  a  man  ! 
This  ihadowy  defert,  unfrequented  woods, 
I  better  brook  than  flonri(hing  peopled  towns : 
Here  can  I  fit  alone,  nnfeen  df  zny, 
AnJ^  to  the  nightingale's  complaining  notes. 
Tune  my  di  Arc  fifes,  and  record  my  u-ocs '. 
O  thou  that  dod  inhabit  in  my  breail. 
Leave  not  the  maniion  fo  long  tenantlefs ; 
Left,  growing  ruinons,  the  building  fall. 
And  leave  no  memory  of  what  itwas*! 
Repair  me  with  thy  prefence,  Silvia  ; 
Thou  ccntlc  nymph,  cherifh  thy  forlorn  fwain  !— 
What  halloing,  and  what  (lir,  is  this  to-day  ? 
ThtTe  are  my  mates,  that  make  their  wills  their  law. 
Have  fomc  unhappy  paflenger  inchace: 
They  love  me  well ;  yet  I  have  much  to  do. 
To  keep  them  from  uncivil  outrages. 
Withdraw  thee,   Valentine;  who's  this  comes  here? 

[/e^s  afide. 

«  —  record    mj   we/i.]  To  record  anciently  figniiicd  to  Jing,     Sir 
Join  Ua-wk'wi  informs  me,  that  to  record  is    a  term  ftill  ufcd  by  bird- 
fancicri,  to  cxprcla  the  firrt  efTays  of  a  bird  in  finging.     STKSvxif  t« 
^  0  tbbUt  that  dojf  inhabit  in  wty  hreaftf 
Leave  not  the  tnanjion  fo  Jong  tenantlefs  ; 
J^ffii  growing  ruinous t  the  building  f ally 

And  leave  no  memory  of  ivbat  it  was  /]  It  is  hardly  polTible  to  point 
out  four  lines  in  any  of  the  plays  of  bhakfpcaic,  m;)re  uxnarkable  for 
cafe  and  elegance.    Stsevkns. 

Fitter 
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Enter  Protheus,  Silvia,  and  Julia. 
Pro.  Madam,  this  fcrvice  I  have  done  for  you, 
(Though  you  refpeft  not  aught  your  fcrvant  doth,) 
To  hazard  life,  and  refcuc  you  from  him. 
That  would  have  forc'd  your  honour  and  your  love. 
Vouchfafe  me,  for  my  meed  ^,  but  one  fair  look ; 
A  fmaller  boon  than  this  I  cannot  beg. 
And  lefs  than  this,  I  am  fure,  you  cannot  give. 

FaL  How  like  a  dream  is  this,  I  fee,  and  hear ! 
Love,  lend  me  patience  to  forbear  a  while.  [Afide. 

SiL  O  miferable,  unhappy  that  I  am  I 
Pro.  Unhappywere  you,  madam,  ere  I  came; 
But,  by  my  coming,  I  have  made  you  happy. 

Sil.  By  thy  approach  thou  mak'ft  me  moft  unhappy. 
Jul,  And  me,  when  he  approacheth  to  your  prefencc. 

[Afide^ 
SiL.  Had  I  been  feized  by  a  hungry  lion, 
I  would  have  been  a  breakfaft  to  the  beafl. 
Rather  than  have  falfe  Protheus  refcue  me. 
O,  heaven  be  judge,  how  I  love  Valentine, 
Whofe  life's  as  tender  to  me  as  my  foul ; 
And  full  as  much  (for  more  there  cannot  be,) 
I  do  deteft  falfe  perjur'd  Protheus : 
Therefore  be  gone,  folicit  me  no  more. 

Pro,  What  dangerous  adlion,  flood  it  next  to  death. 
Would  I  not  undergo  for  one  caJm  look  ? 
O,  'tis  the  curfe  in  love,  and  ftill  approved  ', 
When  women  cannot  love,  where  they're  belov'd. 

^/7.  When  Protheus  cannot  love,  where  he's  belov'd. 
Read  over  Julia's  heart,  thy  firft  beft  love. 
For  whofe  dear  fake  thou  didft  then  rend  thy  faith 
Into  a  thoufand  oaths ;  and  all  thofe  oaths 
Defcended  into  perjury,  to  love  me. 
Thou  haft  no  faith  left  now,  unlefs  thou  had' ft  two. 
And  that's  far  worfe  than  none ;  better  have  none 
Than  plural  faith,  which  is  too  much  by  one  : 

7  —  «y  meed,]  i.  e.  reward.     Stkxtins. 

3  -^  aadJiiJI  a^pp'ov'df]  Jfl>rov^dii/eIt,€xperit/iced*  Mai  one. 

N  3  Thou 
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Thou  counterfeit  to  thy  true  friend  ! 

Pro,  In  lore. 
Who  refpcds  friend? 

^/7.  All  men  bot  Prothens. 

Fro,  Nay,  if  the  gcatlefpirit  of  moving  words 
Can  no  way  change  yon  to  a  milder  form, 
I'll  woo  you  like  a  foldier,  at  arms*  end ; 
And  love  you  'gainft  the  nature  of  love,  force  yos« 

^/7.  O  heaven  ! 

Pro,  rU  force  thee  yield  to  my  defire. 

Val,  Ru£an»  let  go  that  rude  uncivil  CDOch; 
Thou  friend  of  an  ill  fafhion  ! 

Pro,  Valentine  1 

Val,  Thou  common  friend,  that's  witfaoot  faitk  or  love  *t 
(For  fuchis  a  friend  now,)  treacherous  man! 
Thou  haft  beguil'd  my  hopes ;  nought  but  mine  eye 
Could  have  perfuaded  me :  Now  I  dare  not  fay, 
I  have  one  friend  alive  ;  thou  would'ft  difprove  me. 
Who  (hould  be  truftcd,  when  one's  own  right  hand  ' 
Is  perjur'd  to  the  bofom  ?  Protheus, 
I  am  lorry,  I  muft  never  truft  thee  more. 
But  count  the  world  a  ftranger  for  thy  fake. 
The  private  wound  is  deepeft  :  O  time  moft  accurft* ! 
'Mongft  all  foes,  that  a  friend  fhould  be  the  worft  I 

Pro,  My  fhame  and  guilt  confounds  me.^*- 
Forgive  me,  Valenrine  :  if  hearty  forrow 
Be  a  fufficient  ranfom  for  offence, 
I  tender  it  here ;  I  do  as  truly  fuffer. 
As  e*er  I  did  commit. 

9  —that's  noxthout  faith  orl(rvt\\  TbaCi  Is  pcrhapt  here  ufe4,  not  for 
vcbo  is,  but  for  id  efl,  that  is  to  fay,     Malonz. 

»  fVbo  Jhall  be  trufledy  when  oris  own  right  band^  The  old  copy 
has  not  own  j  which  was  introduced  into  the  text  by  Sir  T.  Hantner. 
The  fccond  folio,  to  complete  the  metre,  reads  : 

Who  fluU  be  trufted  ffow,  when  one*s  right  hand-^ 
The  addition,  like  all  thofe  made  in  that  copy,  appears   to  have  been 
merely  arbitrary;  and  the  modrrn  word  is,  in  my  opinion,  more  likely 
to  have  been  the  author's  than  the  other.     Maloki. 

*  The  pri'T/ate  wound  is  deepefiy  0  time  mofi  accurft  l'^  Deepejl^  bighefi^ 
and  other  fimilar  words,  were  fometimes  ufed  by  the  poets  of  Sbakfpeare*s 
age  as  monof^llables.     See  p,  76.  n*  a.    Malokz* 

Vol. 
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VaL  ThcH  I  am  paid ; 
And  once  again  I  do  receive  thee  honefl  :— 
Who  by  repentance  is  not  fatisfy'd. 
Is  nor  of  heaven,  nor  earth;  forthefe  are  pleas'd; 
By  penitence  the  Eternal's  wrath's  appeas'd  :— 
And,  that  my  love  may  appear  plain  and  free. 
All,  that  was  mine  in  Silvia,  I  give  thee  '• 

Jul.  O  me  unhappy  !  [faintss 

Fro.  Look  to  the  boy. 

Fal,  Why,    boy  i  why  wag  1   how  now  ?  what  is  the 
matter? 
Lookup;  fpeak^ 

Jul,  O  good  fir,  my  mailer  charg'd  me 
To  deliver  a  ring  to  madam  Silvia  ; 
Which,  out  of  my  negleft,  was  never  done. 

Pro.  Where  is  that  rine,  boy  ? 

Jul,  Here  'tis  :  this  is  it.  [gi*vis  a  ringm 

Pro.  How  !  let  me  fee : 
Why  this  is  the  ring  I  gave  to  Jolia- 

J  Alii  that  nvas  mine  In  Siltfit,  I  give  tbee*']  It  is,  I  think,  very  odd, 
to  give  up  his  miflrds  thus  at  once,  without  any  realbn  alledged.  But 
our  author  probably  followed  the  (lories  juft  as  he  found  them  in  his 
novels  as  well  as  hiftories.     Pope.  ' 

This  pafTage  either  hath  been  much  fophifticated,  or  is  one  great 
proof  that  the  main  parts  of  this  play  did  not  proceed  from  Shakfpeare  j 
for  it  is  imj>ofl}|>le  he  could  make  Valentine  ad  and  fpcak  fo  much  out 
of  character,  or  give  to  Silvia  fo  unnatural  a  behaviour,  as  to  take  no 
notice  of  this  /Irange  conccilion,  if  it  had  been  made.     Hanmer. 

Valentine,  from  feeing  Silvia  in  the  company  of  Pro theiis,  might 
conceive  /he  had  efcaped  with  him,  from  her  father^s  court,  for  the 
purpofes  of  love,  though  (he  could  not  forefee  the  violence  which  his 
villainy  might  ofjer,  ifter  he  had  feduced  her  under  the  pretence  of  an 
honeft  pa/fion.  |f  Valentine,  however,  be  fuppofed  to  hear  all  that 
pa/Ted  between  them  in  this  fcenc,  1  am  afraid  I  have  ooiy  to  fubfcribe  to 
the  opinion  of  my  predeceflbrs.     Stievens. 

And,  that  my  love  Sec]  Transfer  thefe  two  lines  to  the  end  of 
Thurio^s  fpeech  in  page  185,  and  all  is  right.  Why  then  (hould  Julia 
faint  ?  It  is  only  an  artifice,  feeing  Silvia  given  up  to  Valentine,  to 
^fcover  herfcif  to  Protheus,  by  a  pretended  midake  of  the  rings.  One 
great  fault  of  this  play  is  the  haftening  too  abruptly,  and  without  due 
preparation,  t9  the  denouement,  which  (hews  that,  if  it  be  Shak- 
ipeare*«,  (which  I  cannot  doubt)  it  was  one  of  his  very  early  perform-* 
ances.    Blackstone. 

N  4  7«/. 
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JuL  O,  en'  yoQT  merer,  fir,  I  have  mifiook  ; 
T^s  ii  the  ring  yoa  fent  to  Silvia,      [/tenvs  oKBtber  rimgm 

Pr6.  Bat,  how  oun'ft  thoa  by  this  ring?  at  my  depart 
I  gave  this  onto  Julia. 

JuL  Aad  Jalia  hertelf  did  give  it  me  ; 
And  Jalia  herfcif  hathbroaght  it  hither. 

Pro.  How!  Julia! 

Jul.  fiehoid  her  that  gave  aim  to  all  thy  oathsj 
And  entertain 'd  them  deeply  in  her  heart : 
How  oft  hafl  thoa  i^ith  perjury  cleft  the  root^  ? 

0  Protheas,  let  this  habit  make  thee  bluih  ! 
Be  thou  afham'd,  that  I  have  took  upon  me 
Such  an  immodeft  raiment ;  if  ihanje  live 
In  a  difguife  of  love  - : 

It  is  the  leiTer  blot,  modefty  finds. 

Women  to  change  their  (hapcs,  than  men  their  minds, 

Pre.  Than  men  their   minds  I  'tis   true ;  O  heaven ! 
were  man 
But  conftant,  he  were  perfeft  :  that  one  error 
Fills  him  with  faults ;  makes  him  run  through  all  the  fins: 
Inconftancy  falls  off,  ere  it  begins  : 
What  is  in  Silvia's  face,  but  I  may  fpy 
More  frefli  in  Julia's  with  a  conftant  eye  ? 

Fal.  Come,  come,  a  hand  from  either  : 
Let  me  be  bleft  to  make  this  happy  clofe ; 
'Twere  pity  two  fuch  friends  fhould  be  long  foes. 

Pro.  Bear  witnefs,  heaven^ 

1  have  my  wifli  for  ever. 
Jul.  And  I  mine. 

Enter  Out-laws,  ivitb  Duke  and  Th  u  r io» 

Out.  A  prize,  a  prize,  a  prize ! 

FaL  Forbear,  forbear,  I  iay;  it  is  mv  lord  the  duke. 
Your  grace  is  welcome  to  a  man  difgrac'd, 
Banilh'd  Valentine? 

Duke.  Sir  Valentine! 

4  Hew  oft  hajl  tbou  noitb  perjury  cleft  the  root  ?]  i.  c.  of  her  heart. 

Malonv. 

5  _  tfpam^  live  &c.]  That  is,  if  it  he  anyjbame  to  wear  a  difguift 
for  the purpafti  of  love.     Johnson. 


O  F    V  E  R  O  N  A.  i8s 

Thu,  Yonder  is  Silvia ;  and  Silvia's  mine. 

VaL  Thurio,  give  back,  or  elfe  embrace  thy  death  ; 
Come  not  within  the  meafare  of  my  wrath  ^ : 
Do  jiot  name  Silvia  thine ;  if  once  again, 
Milan  (hall  not  behold  thee  ^.     Here  fhc  ftands. 
Take  but  pofTeflion  of  her  with  a  touch  ;— 
I  dare  thee  but  to  breathe  upon  my  love. 

Tbu.  Sir  Valentine,  I  care  not  for  her,  I ; 
I  hold  him  but  a  fool,  that  will  endanger 
His  body  for  a  girl  that  loves  him  not : 
I  claim  Yitt  not,  and  therefore  ihe  is  thine. 

Duke.  The  more  degenerate  and  bafe  art  thoa> 
To  make  fuch  means  for  her  as  thou  haft  done^ 
And  leave  her  on  fuch  tfight  conditions.—- 
Now,  by  the  honour  of  my  anccftry, 
I  do  applaud  thy  fpirit,  Valentine, 
And  think  thee  worthy  of  an  emprefs*  love. 
Know  then,  I  here  forget  all  former  griefs  •, 
Cancel  all  grudge,  repeal  thee  home  again.«-« 
Plead  anew  ftate  in  thy  unrival'd  merit. 
To  which  I  thus  fubfcribe, — fir  Valentine, 
Thou  art  a  gentleman,  and  well  deriv'd; 
Take  thou  thy  Silvia,  for  thou  haft  deferv'd  her. 

Fal.  I  thank  your  grace ;  the  gift  hath  made  me  happy, 
I  now  befeech  you,  for  your  daughter's  fake. 
To  grant  one  boon  that  I  ftiall  aflc  of  you. 

Duke.  I  grant  it;  for  thine  own,  whate'er  it  be. 

VaL  Thefe  banifti'd  men,  that  I  have  kept  withal^ 
Are  men  endued  with  worthy  qualities  ; 
Forgive  them  what  they  have  committed  here, 

*  ^  the  meafure  of  my  tvratb ;]  The  length  of  my  fword,  the  reacli 
of  my  arijgcr.     Johnson. 

7  MWinfialinot  behold  tbee.J  The  old  copy  rtzda-'^T^eroHa  (hall  not 
bc!d  thee.  The  correftionwas  made  by  Mr.  Theobald,  who obferres,  that 
Thurio  was  a  Milanefey  and  therefore  the  threat  muft  be,  "  Mifany  i.  e* 
thy  country,  ihall  never  fee  thee  again  ^  thou  ihalt  not  live  to  go  back 
thither.''-i-This  emendation  having  been  adopted  by  all  the  fubfequent 
editors,  I  have  not  difplaced  it}  yet,  I  fufpe^,  the  miftake  was  our 
author's  own.     Malonjc. 

b  _  «//  former  griefs,]  Grief t  in  old  language  frequently  fignifiei 
grievances f  wrongs*     M alone. 

And 
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Aad  >t  dem  be  sccaiTd  final  OKir  ez3c: 
Thnr  axe  vtkawi^  gtU,  Mi  of  good, 
Aniiz  kf  grt^cmptnymemL,  wonky  lord. 

I>> //,  Tlxc  Lii prrraii'c :  I  jnrdoQ  dbca,  ai 
Difpofeoftbem,  as  t^OB  k:»v'i  tkeir  dciieru. 
Coc^y  let  cj  go ;  ve  wiil  iarfiir  all  jan  * 
With  tHcx&pas  flUfta,  and  rare  Urmmjj. 

raL  And,  as  ve  walkaloog,  I  dare  be  bold 
With  oor  difcoarie  to  make  joor  grace  to  finile  : 
Wiiat  thick  TOO  of  this  page,  my  lord? 

/>«i/.  I  think  the  bofludi  grace  in  bim;  beblulbes. 

fW.  I  wairant  job,  mj  lord;  more  grace  than  boy. 

DuJ^€.  What  mean  yon  by  that  faying? 

Fa/.  Pleafeyoa,  I'll  tcU  yon  as  »x  pais  along. 
That  yoa  will  wonder,  what  hath  fbrmned.-^ 
Come,  Procheos ;  'tis  your  penance,  bot  to  hear 
The  flory  of  yoor  lores  difcorered : 
That  done,  our  day  of  marriage  (hall  be  yours  ; 
Onefeafl,  onehonfe,  onemamalhappinds*.        [Exemmi. 

9  —  include  all  jart'^']  To  incimdi  is  to  /but  up,     %o^  In  Msih€th  s 
**  ■  ■  zfi6Jhut  up 

**  In  meAfurelcfs  content,"     Steetkns. 

1  In  thli  play  there  is  a  ftrangc  mixture  of  Jcnowledge  and  ignorance, 
of  care  and  negligence.  The  verfification  is  often  excellent,  the  aUu- 
fions  are  learned  and  juf^  j  but  die  author  conve>8  his  heroes  by  fee 
from  one  inland  town  to  another  in  the  fame  country  }  he  places  the 
efn(>eror  at  Milan,  and  fends  his  young  men  to  attend  him,  but  never 
mentions  him  more;  be  makes  Protheus,  after  an  interview  with 
Silvia,  fay  he  hat  only  feen  herpi^re*;  and,  if  we  may  credit  the 
old  copies,  he  has,  by  miftaking  places,  left  his  fcenery  inextricable. 
The  reafon  of  all  this  confufion  feems  to  be,  that  he  took  his  ftory  from 
a  novrl,  which  he  fometimes  followed,  and  fometimes  forfook,  foroe- 
tines  remembered,  and  fometimes  forgot. 

That  this  play  is  rightly  attributed  to  Shakfpeare,  I  have  little  doubt* 
If  it  be  taken  from  him,  to  whom  ihall  it  be  given  ?  ThIs<}ueftion  may 
be  aiked  of  all  the  difputed  plays,  except  Titui  Andronicui  \  and  it  wiU 
be  found  more  credible,  that  Shakfpeare  might  fometimes  (ink  below 
hii  higheil  flights,  than  that  any  other  ihould  rife  up  to  his  lowefl. 

Johnson* 

•  This  Is  a  ntitht  mtftakp  of  this  moft  Judicious  erltick,  founded  on  a  mlfappn. 
beafiOA  oftptAgeln  AdU.  Seep.  i37>     Malonx* 
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Pcrfons   Rcprcfcntcd, 

Sir  John  Fal^ffl 

Fcnton. 

Shallow,  a  country  Juftice. 

Slender,  coufin  to  Shallow. 

Mr*  P^'  \  '^«^'»'^'«''»  d'welling  at  Windfor, 

William  Page,  a  hoy^  fin  to  Mr.  Page. 

Sir  Htt^h  Evans,  a  Welch  parfin. 

Dr.  Caius,  a  French  phyfician. 

Hoft  of  the  Garter  Inn, 

Bardolph,  -% 

Piftal,        ^  follomiers  of  Falllaff. 

Nym,       J 

Robin,  page  to  FalftafF. 

Simple,  fer'vant  to  Slender. 

Rugoy*  /errant  to  Dr.  Caius, 

Mrs.  Ford. 

Mrs.  Page. 

Mrs.  Anne  Page,  her  daughter ^  in  lo've  with  Fenton. 

Mrs.  Quickly,  jervant  to  Dr.  Caius. 

Servants  to  Page,  Ford,  i^c, 
SCENE,  Windfocj  and  the  parts  adjacent. 
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A  C  T    I.      S  C  E  N  E.   I. 

Windfor.     Befort  Page's  Houfe. 

Enter   Juftice   Shallow,    Slender,  avi/ ^/>  Hagh. 
Evans. 
Shal.    Sir  Hugh*,  pcrfaadc  me  not;  I  will  make  a 
Star-chamber  matter  of  it '  :  if  he  were  twenty  fir  John 
FalflafFs,  he  fliall  not  abafe  Robert  Shallow,  efqoire. 

SUn. 

t  A  few  of  the  incidents  in  this  comedy  might  have  been  taken  from  < 
fome  old  tranflation  of  //  Pecoront  by  Giovanni  Fiorentino.  1  have  late- 
ly met  with  the  fame  ftory  in  a  very  contemptible  performance,  intitled* 
The  fortunate^  the  deceived^  andtbt  unfortunat*  Lovtrt*  Of  this  book,  at 
I  am  toldy  there  are  feveral  impreflions ;  but  that  in  which  I  read  it^ 
was  publiihed  in  i6^2)  quarto.  A  fomething  iimJlar  (lory  occurs  ia 
Piacevoii  Notti  di  Straparela.     Nott.  4«.  Fav.  4«. 

This  comedy  was  firft  entered  at  Stationers*  Hall,  Jan,  i8,  z6oi,  by 
John  Bu/by.     Stxevens. 
This  play  ihould  be  read  between  K.  Henry  IV.  and  K*  Hmry  V. 

Johnson. 

A  paflfage  in  the  firft  (ketch  of  the  Mtrry  H^ives  of  JVindJor  ihews, 

I  think,  that  it  ought  rather  to  be  read  between  the  Firfi  znitbe  Second 

Part  of  King  Henry  IV.  in  the  latter  of  which  young  Henry  becomes 

king.     In  the  laft  aft,  Falftaff  fays  : 

•<  Heme  the  hunter,  quoth  you  ?  am  I  a  ghoft  ? 
'<  *Sblood,  the  fairies  hath  made  a  ghoft  of  me. 
«  What,  hunting  at  this  time  of  night ! 
«<  I'le  lay  my  life  thcmad^ri«ff  o/'/Pii/ri 
«*  Is  dealing  his  father's  dcarc.'* 
and  in  this  play,  as    it  now  appears,  Mr.  Page  difcountenances  the 
addreffes  of  Fenton  to  his  daughter,  becaufe  «  he  keeps  company  with 
the  wild  prince^  and  with  Poins.** 

The  Fijhw'tfe's  Tale  of  Brainford  in  Wistward  fok  Smelts,  a 
book  which  Shakfpeare  appears  to  have  rcad^  (having  borrowed  from  it 
part  of  the  fable  of  CjriR^f/iif^,^  probably  led  him  to  lay  the  fcene  of 
FalftafTs  love  adventures  at  fVindfor.  It  begins  thus:  **  In  H^imfor 
not  long  agoe  dwelt  a  fumpterman,  who  had  to  wife  a  vefy  faire  but 
wanton  creature,  over  whom,  not  without  caufe,  he  was  fomething  jea* 
lousj  yet  had  he  never  any  proof  of  her  inconftancy.** 

The 
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tipt.  In  the  oooDty  of  Qlofier^  joftico  of  ]^etcc«  Ibak 


€oram. 


The  rf  arirr  who  is  curioui  in  (iich  ouutfirtj  may  fio4  die  Aoij  of  the 
Lovers  ofPiJa^  mentioned  by  Dr.  Farmer  in  the  following  note^  attbe' 
end  of  this  pUy.     Malons. 

The  adveaturesof  ¥»lJtaf"\Ti  this  play  feem  to  have  been  laken  fiom 
the  ftory  oi  the  Lovers  of  Fijaf  in  an  old  piece,  called  *<  TsrletOMU 
Newes  out  of  Purgatorh,**  A  Ute  editor  preteadtd  to  iQuch  knowledfe 
of  this  fort  i  and  I  am  forrv  that  it  proved  to  be  only  pretenfion. 

In  tht  firft  edition  of  the  imperfeA  play,  quarto,  i6oa,  /r  Bag/k 
Evans  is  called  on  the  title-page,  the  IVelcb  Knigbt ;  and  yeC  there  ace 
ibme  perfons  who  ftill  iffe€t  to  believe,  that  all  our  ii)thor*s  plays  frae 
«HgiRBlly publilhed  by  ^MRrff{f.     Fabmib. 

Qgeen  flivabeth  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  admiraUe  chfrtte*  tf 
Falftaff  in  Tbe  Two  Parts  of  Hemrf  ir.  that,  at  Mr.  Rowc  infornw  ui^ 
ihe  Mmmandtd  Shakfpeare  to  continue  it  for  one  play  more,  and  to 
iheW  &lm  in  love.  To  this  command  we  owe  The  Merry  Wives  of 
JPiiV4{/br  ^  whiph,  Mr.GUdon  fays,  [^ewmrks  on  Shakfpearc*s  plays^Svo. 
1710,  J  he  was  very  well  aifured  our  author  finiihed  In  a  fortnight.  But 
this  muft  be  meant  only  of  the  firft  imperfedl  iketch  of  this  comedy. 
An  old  quarto  edition  which  I  have  Icen,  printed  in  1602,  favs,  in  tht 
title-page,— >^<  it  hath  been  divers  times  aEicd  before  her  majefiy^  ati 
tlCewbere,  This  which  we  have  here,  was  altered  and  improved  by 
fnc  author  almoft  in  every  fpecch.     Popi.  Theobald. 

Mr.  Gildon  has  likewife  told  us,  '^  that  our  author^s  houfe  at  Strat- 
ford bordered  on  the  Church-yard,  and  that  he  wrote  the  fcene  of  the 
Gholt  in  HamUt  there.**  But  neither  for  this,  or  the  afTertion  that  tht 
play  before  us  was  written  in  a  fortnight,  docs  he  quote  any  authority. 
The  latter  circumfl^ncc  was  Brd  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dennis.  **  This 
comedy,**  fays  he,  in  his  Epiillc  Dedicatory  to  the  Comical  Gallant^  (aa 
alteration  of  the  prefcnt  plav,)  1702,  <*  was  written  at  her  [Queea 
Elizabeths]  command,  and  by  her  dire^ion,  and  (he  was  fo  eager  to 
fee  it  adled,  that  (he  conunandcd  it  to  be  fini(hed  in  fourteen  days ;  and 
was  afterwards,  as  tradition  tells  us,  very  well  pleafcd  at  the  rep^efenta- 
tion.**  The  information,  it  is  probable,  came  originally  from  Dryden, 
who  from  his  intimacy  with  Sir  William  Davenant  had  an  opportimity 
of  learning  many  particulars  concernmg  our  author. 

At  what  period  Shakfpeare  new-modelled  the  Merry  Wives  of  Wind- 
for  is  unknown.  I.  believe  it  was  enlarged  in  1603.  See  fome  con- 
jedurcs  on  the  fubjed  in  the  Attempt  to  of  certain  the  order  of  his  plays, 
,«nte.     Maj-onx. 

It  is  not  generally  known,  that  the  iirft  edition  of  the  Merry  Wives 
-cf  Windf(,r^  in  its  prefent  ftate,  U  in  the  valuable  folio,  printed  162J, 
from  whence  the  quarto  of  the  fame  play,  dated  1630,  was  evidenthr 
copied.  The  two  earlier  quartos,  1602,  and  1619,  only  exhibit  thia 
comedy  as  it  was  originally  written,  and  arc  Co  far  curious,  as  they  con- 
tain Snakfpcare's  dril  conceptions  in  forming  a  Jrama,  which  is  the  moft 
coaplete  fpccimcn  of  his  comick  oowers.    T.  Was  ton* 

4  Shot. 
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'  SJbal.  Ay,  coofin  Slender,  and  Ctifi^arumK 
Slen.  Ay,  and  ratolorum  too ;   and  a  gentleman  born, 

majfter 

*  Sir  Hugbfl  Sir  is  the  deAgnation  of  a  Bachelor  of  Arta  ift  the  Uni- 
v^rfltjei  I  but  is  there  al\vay8  annexed  to  the  fumame  ;— Sir  £vant,  &c. 
In  confequence,  however,  of  this,  all  the  inferior  Clergy  in  Xaglaad 
were  diflingui/hed  by  this  title  affixed  to  their  chri^an  name  for  many 
centuries.  Hence  our  author's  Sir  Hugh  in  the  preTent  play, — Sh  To- 
paz in  TtueU^tb  Nigbt,  Sir  Oliver  in  At  you  fikt  if,  &c.  So  lattly  as  in: 
the  time  ofKing  William  and  Queen  Mfary,  (as  Sir  John  Hawkins  has 
obferved,)  in  a  depoficion  in  the  Exchequer  in  a  cafe  of  tithes,  the  wit* 
ncfs,  fpeaking  of  the  Curate,  ftiles  him  ^ir  Gyles.     Malonx. 

Sir  fecms  to  have  been  a  title  formerly  appropriated  to  iiich  of  the 
inferior  clergy  as  were  on\y  Readers  of  the  fcrvice,  and  not  admitted  to 
be  preachers,  and  therefore  were  held  in  the  lowcft  eflimatlon  j  as  ap- 
pears from  a  remarkable  paiTage  in  Macheli*s  Mf.  Coi/effioas  for  the 
hifory  <^  JVtfimor eland  and  Cumberland^  in  iix  volumes,  folio,  preferred 
in  the  Dean  and  Chapter's  library  atCarliile.  The  reverend  Thomas 
Machell,  author  of  the  Colledions,  lived  temp.  Car.  11.  Speaking  of 
the  little  chapel  of  Martindale  in  the  mountains  of  Weftmorcland  and 
Cttflaberland,  ^e  writer  fays,  «  There  is  little  remarkable  id  or  about 
it,  but  a  neat  chapel-yard,  which  by  the  peculiar  ^  of^i^-j  a-t-* 
care  of  the  old  Reader,  Sir  Riebard^^  U  kept  dean,  p  .!r!^/Tr 
and  as  neat  as  a  bowling-green.'^-*  Mf   note. 

*<  Within  the  limits  of  myneown  memory  all  Read- 
gft  in  chapels  were  called  Sirs  f,  and  of  old  have  been  writ  fo  j  whence, 
I  fuppolc,  fuch  of  the  laity  as  received  the  noble  order  of  knighthood  be- 
ing c&lled  Sirs  too,  for  diftin^on  fake  had  Kniglt  writ  after  them  ^ 
whkh  had  been  fuperAuous,  if  the  title  of  Sir  had  been  peculiar  to  them. 
But  now  this  Sir  Richard  is  the  only  Knight  Templar  (if  I  may  fo  call 
bim}  that  retains  the  old  ilyle,  which  in  other  pUces  is  much  laid  afide^ 
aod  grown  out  of  ufe.'*    Px  a  c  y  . 

J  —  «  Star-chamber  matter  of  it :}  See  p.  193,— "The  Council  ihalt 
hear  it  j  it  is  a  riot )"  and  the  note  there.    Malonx. 

4  ^^  Cu/l-alorum,]  This  it,  1  fuppofe,  intended  for  a  corrupth>n  of 
Cnftoi  Rotulorum.  'J'he  miftake  was  hardly  defigned  by  tke  author, 
who,  though  he  gives  Shallow  folly  enough,  makes  him  ratuer  pedan- 
tick  than  illiterate.     If  we  read : 

■Shal.  Ay,  coufin  Slender,  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum. 
it  follows  naturally  : 

Slen.  Ay,  and  Ratolorum  too,    Johnson. 

I  think  with  Dr.  Johnibn,  that  this  blunder  could  fcarcely  be  intend- 
cd.  ShallotUf  we  know,  had  been  bred  to  the  law  at  Clement* s  Inn^-^ 
But  i  would  rather  read  euftos  only  \  then  Slender  adds  naturally,  «  Ay, 

and 

f  lo  the  marfrin  it  a  lAL  notefeeniogty  in  the  hand-wrhiDg  of  Bp.  KicholTon, 
who  gave  tbeie  volunies  ro  the  library  t 
"  Since  1  can  rcmenib«r  there  was  not  a  readir  In  any  diapel  but  was  catted 


vp,  ITEZKY     WIVES 

hhmi,  Aj,  tri:  1  go  ;  Und  z^'*  z  oac^t  •  asj  dme  dide 
tkrce  JKadrttf  yeirs. 

hU».  Ail  jksi  iocccicn,  gas«  htSx^  Jiia.  cave  dooe't ; 
and  all  hif  anc?fiors,  thir  one  after  mis,  mar:  tbqr 
mzj  girc  the  doz^T!  mints  sacti  in  their  coar. 

5^^.  I:  h  an  old  coat. 

E-vam.  Thic  dozen  woite  locucs  do  become  an  old  coat 
well ;  it  agrees  well,  panani;  it  ii  a  familiar  beat  to 
nun,  and  tigni£ef— love. 

ShaL  Tlie  bee  b  the  frefh  £&;  thefaltfiihisanold 
coat^ 

and  rtfMUrmm  too.**  He  lud  beard  the  «9f£s  ew/at  ma&nmt  tad 
liipfflet  them  to  mean  d:rferect  ofScrs.    Fakmeb. 

Pahaps  Shakfpcare  asigbt  hare  incended  to  ridicule  tbe  abbrcviatioai 
ft,tr,v*'>rr.c',  uff  d  in  wr:;i  and  other  lejal  ittftninscntSy  witb  wUdi  bit 
Ji,*ir»  fT.'iz'r*'.  have  te-n  2c^uainted.  In  the  old  copy  the  word  isprintrd 
Cyfi'a/^rhm,  k%  it  i*.  n'lW  exhibited  in  the  text.  If,  howcTcr,  this  vas 
Vif-i'Jcd,  it  fuO'Ac  z-CiJi  ulfum  ;  zvA,  it  m-jil  be  owned,  abbrrriatioa 
by  Cbt::3j(  oft'  the  U/innin^j  of  a  word  is  not  j'jAcrircd  by  any  precedent^ 
except  wfi^t  Mc  zii^y  fuppofe  to  have  cxifted  In  Shallow's  ima^natioii. 

Maloki* 

5  m^  and  La^e  Jcne-^^  i.  c.  all  the  Shallows  have  dcme»  Shakfpeare 
bai  many  exi-rciTior:   e'jually  liccnti'^us.     Malcke. 

**  Tbe  luit  ii  tie  ffij/j  fijb  ;  tie  f^t  f,fi  it  an  eU  rwf.]  Our  antbor 
brre  ailudes  to  the  ?rms  of  Sir  Th'iofias  Lucy,  who  is  faid  to  have  pro- 
ie:Ltrd  him  in  the  younger  part  of  his  life  for  a  mifdemefnor,  and  who 
i.  fujpolcJ  tu  i>c  pcint'/d  at  under  the  character  of  Juftice  Shallow.  The 
text  however,  by  feme  carelcfTnefs  of  the  printer  or  tranfcxiber,  has  been 
fo  corrupted,  th<it  thfr  paffage,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  fccms  inexplicable. 
Dr.  Farmer's  rrf  ulat-on  appears  to  me  highly  probable;  and  In  further 
fupport  of  it,  it  may  be  obfcrved,  that  fome  oiher  fpeeches,  befide  thofe 
he  has  mcntiunrd,  nre  mil'placed  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  this  fcene,  as 
cxhiMtrd  in  tl)c  ftrlt  hilio.  See  p.  194.  Mr.  Smith*8  note  is  not^  I 
think,  worth  infrrtion.     Malokk. 

I  .irii  ni>(  lrfti;:firJ  with  any  thing  that  has  been  offered  on  thisdiffi* 
cvlt  palUjiC  AH  that  Mr.  Smith  tells  us,  is  a  mere  ^r^ris  diGvm,  I 
tf.iTiiK.1  fiiij  that  Jalt  fiJb  were  ever  really  borne  in  heraldry.  I  fancy 
i\\r  Urtn  pjttof  the  Ipeech  fliould  be  ifiven  lofixHugb^  whoisatcrofs 
pi.ip.'fcK  with  the  Jvfi'ice.  Sbailcuf  had  faid  juft  before,  the  coat  is  an 
nlii  iinr  y  iinu  now,  tJut  it  is  the  luce,  the  frc/h  fifh.-— N^o,  replies  the 
p-rliiM,  It  cannot  be  o/d  and  /rejh  too  j — «<  the  jaUf/b  is  an  oid  ccar.' 
i  gi\c  this  witii  rather  the  more  confidence,  as  a  diuilu  miftake  hat 

happened 
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&Ien.  I  may  quarter,  coz. 

SbaL  You  may,  by  marrying. 

Enfons.  It  is  marring,  inoeed,  if  he  quarter  it* 

ShaL  Not  ^  wliit. 

En/an:.  Yes,  py'r-lady ;  if  he  has  a  quarter  of  your 
coat,  there  is  but  three  ikirts  for  yourfell,  in  my  (imple 
conje6lures  :  but  that  is  all  one  :  If  fir  John  Falftaff  have 
committed  ^ifparagements  unto  you,  I  am  of  the  church, 
and  will  be  glad  to  do  my  benevolence,  to  make  atone-, 
mexits  and  compromifes  between  you. 

ShaL  The  Council  (hall  hear  it ;  it  is  a  riot  ^. 

Evans,  It  is  not  meet  the  Council  hear  a  riot ;  there  is 
no  fear  of  Gqt  in  a  riot :  the  Council,  look  you,  (hall  de- 
^e  to  hear  the  fear  of  Got,  and  not  to  hear  a  riot ;  take 
your  vizaments  in  that  ^* 

happened  a  little  lower  in  the  icene«»^*>  Slktf  I  fay  V  cries  out  Cor- 
poral NytHf  **  Pauca,  pauca  t  Slice,  that's  my  humour.**  There  caa 
1^  no  doubt,  but  pituca^  pauca  ikould  be  ijpoken  by  Evain, 

Again,  a  little  before  this,  the  copies  give  us  : 

SUntUr.  You^U  not  confefs,  youMl  not  confefs. 

Shallow*  That  he  will  not<— *tis  your  fault,  *tis  your  fault :— •>'$  a 
good  dog* 

Surely  it  fliould  be  thus : 

Shallow*  You*U  not  confefs,  youUl  oot  coafeis* 

SUnder,  That  he  will  not. 

Shallow,  *Ti8  yotti  fault,  *tis  your  fault  J^c.    Faimik* 

This  fugitive  (crap  of  latio,  pauca  Sec  is  ufed  in  feveral  old  pieces,  by 
chara^Urs  who  have  no  more  of  literature  about  them  than  Njm :  I9 
Every  Man  in  bii  Humour  it  is  called  tht  henchen  phrafe. 

Tne  luce  is  a  pike  or  jack.  In  Ferne*s  BfasMn  of  Gentry ^  15^^ 
quarto,  the  arms  of  the  Lucy  family  are  seprefented  as  an  inftance,  that 
**  /igns  of  the  coat  ihould  fomethlng  agree  with  the  name.  Itb  the 
coat  of  Gefiray  Lord  Lucy.  He  did  bear  gules,  three  luc'm  hariant, 
^rgent.**     Stsevxns. 

7  7 be  CouncUJball  hear  it  $  it  is  a  ''is/. J  By  the  Council  is  only  meant 
the  court  of  ftar>chamber,  compofed  chieny  of  the  king's  council  fitting 
in  Camera  fiellata,  which  took  cognizance  of  atrocious  riots.  In  the 
old  quarto,  <'  the  council  ihail  know  ir,**  follows  immediately  afVer 
*<  ril  make  aftar-chamber  matter  of  it.**    Blackstokx* 

So,  in  Sir  John  Harrington's  Epigrams,  1618  : 
*<  No  marvel,  men  of  fuch  a  lumptuous  dyct 
«  Were  brought  into  the  Star-chamher  for  ^rjot***  Malome* 

See  Sut.  I  J,  Henry  IV.  c.  7.     Gtsv. 

>  ^^jour  visaments  it  that,}  i.  €•  Adviftmuit  j  now>tii  ohfolete  word. 

Btkbvs^s. 
Vol.  I.  O  SM. 
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Shal.  Ha !  o'  my  life,  if  I  were  young  agaidj  tke 
fword  ihould  end  it. 

E*vans,  It  is  petter  that  friends  is  the  fword,  and  end  k : 
and  there  is  al(o  another  device  in  my  prain,  which,  per- 
adventure,  prings  goot  difcretions  with  it :  There  is 
Anne  Page,  which  is  daughter  to  mafter  George  Page  *, 
which  is  pretty  virginity. 

^len,  Miftrefs  Anne  rage  ?  She  has  brown  hair,  and 
fpeaks  fmall  like  a  woman  '. 

Evans.  It  is  that  fery  perfon  for  all  the  'orld,  as  juft  as 
you  will  deiire  ;  and  feven  hundred  pounds  of  monies,  and 
gold,  and  filver,  is  her  grandiire,  upon  his  death*8-bed, 
(Got  deliver  to  a  joyful  refurredions  I)  give,  when  (he  is 
able  to  overtake  feventeen  years  old :  it  were  a  goot  mo- 
tion, if  we  leave  our  pribbles  andprabbles,  and  deiire  a 
marriage  between  mafter  Abraham,  and  mifbefs  Anne 
Page. 

S/;a/.  Did  her  grandiire  leave  her  feven  hundred 
pound  *  ? 

E'vatis, 

9  — mafter  George  Page,]  The  old  copy  hzs^-^Tbomas  Page.  The 
emendation  is  Mr- Theobald's.     Malone. 

'  —  /peaks  fmall  like  a  woman.']  Dr.  Warburton  has  found  more 
pleafantry  here  than  I  believe  was  intended.  Small  vfu,  I  think,  not 
ufed,  2s  he  fuppofes,  in  an  ambiguous  fcnfc,  for  "  little,  as  well  as  /«»,'* 
tut  firoply  for  tveak,  (lender,  feminine ;  and  the  only  pleafantry  of  the. 
paffage  feems  to  be,  that  poor  Slender  Oiould  chara^erife  his  miihcfs  by 
a  general  quality  belonging  to  her  whole  fex.  In  A  Midfummer  Nigbt^s 
Dream,  Quince  tells  Flute,  who  objedls  to  playing  a  woman's  part, 
'<  You  /hall  play  it  in  a  maik,  and  you  may  fpeak  \%  fmall  'as  you 
will."     Malone* 

*  Shal.  Did  her  grandfire  leave  her  feven  hundred  found  f--^!  kntta 
the  young  gent  lenvoman  ;  &c.]  Thefe  twofpcechcs  arc  by  mi  (lake  given  t» 
Slender  in  the  /irft  folio,  the  only  a uthentick  copy  of  this  play.  From 
the  foregoing  words  it  appears  that  Shallow  is  the  perfon  here  addrefled ; 
and  on  a  marriage  being  propofed  for  his  kinfman,  he  very  naturally  in- 
quires concerning  the  iady*:i  fortune.  Slender  Aiould  feem  not  to  know 
what  they  are  talking  about ;  (except  that  he  juft  hears  the  name  of 
Anne  Page,  and  breaks  out  into  a  fooliih  elogium  on  her ;}  for  in  p.  aoay 
Shallow  fays  to  him,— -<<  Coz,  there  is,  as  it  were,  a  tender,  a  kind 
of  tender,  made  a  far  off  by  Sir  Hugh  here  j  do  you  underftand  me  ?" 
to  which  Slender  replies— <*  fyit  befo,**  &c.  The  tender,  therefore,  we 
fee,  had  been  made  to  Shallow,  and  not  to  Slender,  the  former  ef  which 
name;  ihould-  be  prefaced  to  \hc  two  fpeeches  before  us* 

la 
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E^ans.  Ay,  and  her  father  is  make  her  a  petter  penny. 
Sbal.  I  know  the  young  gentlewoman ;  ihe  has  eood  gifts. 
E'uanSi  Seven  hundred  pounds,    and  poffibilitics,    is 
good  gifts. 

Shal.  Well,  let  us  fee  honcft  matter  Page :  Is  Falftaff 
there  ? 

E<vans,  Shall  I  tell  you  a  lie  ?  I  do  defpife  a  liar,  as  I 
do  defpife  one  that  is  falfe  ;  or,  as  I  defpife  one  that  is 
not  true.  The  knight,  fir  John,  is  there  ;  and,  I  befeech 
you,  be  ruled  by  your  well-willers.  I  will  peat  the  door 
tiuflrif/.]  for  matter  Page.  What,  hoa !  Got  plcfs  your 
Aoafe  here  ! 

Enter  Pace. 
Page.  Who's  there  ?  \ 

E^ans.  Here  is  Got's  plefling,  and  your  friend,  and 
juiHce  Shallow :  and  here  young  matter  Slender ;  that, 
peradventures,  (hall  tell  you  another  tale,  if  matters  grow 
to  your  likings. 

Page,  I  am  glad  to  fee  your  worttiips  well :  I  thank 
you  for  my  vcnifon,  iftafter  Shallow. 

ShaL  Matter  Page,  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  ;  Much  good 
do  it  your  good  heart !  I  wifti'd  your  venifon  better ;  it 
was  ill  kill'd  : — How  doth  good  miftrefs  Page  ? — and  I 
thank  you  always  with  my  heart,  la  ;  with  my  heart. 
Page.  Sir,  I  thank  you. 
ShaL  Sir,  I  thank  you ;  by  yea  and  no,  I  do. 
Page.  I  am  glad  to  fee  you,  good  matter  Slender. 
SUn.  How  aoes  your  fallow  greyhound,  fir  ?  I  heard 
fay,  he  was  out-run  on  Cotfale '. 

Page. 
In  this  play,  as  exhibited  in  the  firfl  folio,  many  of  the  fpeeches  are 
gWen  to  charadcrs  to  whom  they  do  not  belong.  Printers,  to  favc 
trouble,  keep  the  names  of  the  fpeakers  in  each  fcene  ready  compofed, 
and  arc  very  liable  to  miflakes,  when  two  names  begin  (as  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,)  with  the  fame  letter,  and  are  nearly  of  the  fame  length. 
—The  prefent  regulation  was  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Capell.     Malons. 

3  Him}  Hoet  your  fallow  greyboundy  fir  f  1  btard  fay^  he  was  out» 
run  on  Cotfalc.j  He  means  Cotftvoldf  in  Gloucefterjbire,  In  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  by  permifflon  of  the  king,  one 
Dover,  a  public-fpirited  attorney  of  Barton  on  the  Heath,  in  Warwick- 
ihire,  inflitated  on  the  hills  ofCotfwold  an  annual  celebration  of  games, 
confifting  of  rural  fports  and  exercifes.  Thefe  he  conftantly  conducted 
in  perfoA,  well  mounted,  and  accoutred  in  a  fuit  of  his  ma/efty*.<<  old 

O  X  cloaths; 
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And  let  them  be  recalled  from  their  exile : 
Thpy  arc  reformed,  civil,  foil  of  good. 
And  fit  for  great  employment,  worthy  lord. 

Di/Jtg.  Thou  haflprevaird :  I  pardon  them,  and  thee  i 
Difpofc  of  them,  aa  thou  know'ft  their  deferts. 
Come,  let  us  go;  we  will  include  all  jars  ' 
With  triumphs,  mirth,  and  rare  iblemnity. 

FaL  Ana«  as  we  walk  along,  I  dare  be  bold 
With  our  difcouHe  to  make  your  grace  to  {mile  : 
What  think  you  of  this  page,  my  lord? 

Duie.  I  think  the  boy  hath  grace  in  him ;   he  blofhet* 

FaL  I  warrant  you,  my  lord ;  more  grace  than  boy. 

Duke.  What  mean  you  by  that  faying? 

Fa/.  Pleafe  you,  I'll  tell  you  as  we  pals  ;i]ong. 
That  you  will  wonder,  what  hath  fortuned.-^ 
Come,  Protheus ;   'tis  your  penance,  but  to  hear 
The  llory  of  your  loves  difcovered : 
That  done,  our  day  of  marriage  ihall  be  yours ; 
One  fcall,  enehoufe,  one  mutual  happinefs*.         [Exettnt^ 

9  —  include  all  jars'^']  To  include  is  to  /but  up.     So,  in  Machttb : 
**  ■  ■  zndjhut  up 

"  In  mcafur clefs  content."     Steetens. 

1  In  this  play  there  is  a  ftrangc  mixture  of  knowledge  and  ignorance, 
of  care  and  negligence.  The  verfiBcation  is  often  excellent,  the  allu- 
iions  are  learned  and  juf^  ^  but  the  author  conveys  his  heroes  by  fea 
from  one  inland  town  to  another  in  the  fame  country  ;  he  places  the 
emperor  at  Milan,  and  fends  his  young  men  to  attend  hinn,  but  never 
mentions  him  more;  he  makes  Protheus,  after  an  interview  with 
Silvia,  fay  he  has  only  feen  herpi^re*;  and,  if  we  may  credit  the 
old  copies,  he  has,  by  miiVaking  places,  left  his  fcenery  inextricable. 
The  reafon  of  all  this  confufion  feems  to  be,  that  he  took  his  ftory  from 
a  novel,  which  he  fometimes  followed,  and  fometiroes  forfook,  fome- 
^mes  remembered,  and  fometimes  forgot. 

That  this  play  is  rightly  attributed  to  Shakfpeare,  I  have  little  doubt. 
If  it  be  taken  from  him,  to  whom  ihall  it  be  given  ?  This  tjueftion  may 
be  a(ked  of  all  the  difputed  plays,  except  Titus  Andronicui ;  and  it  wiU 
be  found  more  credible,  that  Shakfpeare  might  fometimes  fink  below 
his  higheft  flights,  than  that  any  other  ihould  rife  up  to  his  loweft. 

Johnson. 

•  Thla  is  ■  flight  miftake  of  tbit  moft  Judicious  eritick,  founded  on  a  miliipprf- 
teafioa  oftpefigeln  AdU.  Seep*  137*     Malonx. 
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tavem^  and  made  me  drank,  and  sftenvxrd  pkk*daf 
pocket'. 

Bar.  You  Banbun-  chccfc ' ! 

Ulen.  Pis,  it  is  no  matter. 

Pift.  How  now,  Mephoflophilns^? 

SUh.  Ay,  it  is  no  matter. 

N)m.  Slice,  I  fay!  famca,  famca^;  flice!  that's  my 
humour. 

<9/</r.  Wh'rre^s  Simple,  my  man  ? — can  yon  tell,  confin  > 

Euam,  Peace:  I  pra^  yoa !  Now  let  as  onderftand: 
There  is  three  umpires  in  this  matter,  as  I  nnderfiand: 
that  if — mafter  Page,  fiJelicet,  mafter  Page  ;  and  theic 
is  myfelf, /^^//V//,  myfelf;  and  the  three  party  is,  lafily 
and  Anally,  mine  hoft  of  the  Garter. 

Page,  We  three,  to  hear  it,  and  end  it  between  them. 

E'vans,  Eery  goot :  I  will  make  a  prief  of  it  in  my 
note-book  ;  and  we  will  afterwards  'ork  upon  the  canfe, 
with  as  ^.rcat  difcrcctly  as  we  can. 

Pal.  Pillol,— 

Pift,  He  hears  with  cars. 

E'uans,  The  tevil  and  his  tarn  !  what  phrafe  is  this, 
Ui  hears  ivith  ear  ?  Why,  it  is  afFcdtations. 

PaL  Piftol,  did  you  pick  mafter  Blender's  purfe? 

^len.  Ay,  by  thcfe  gloves,  did  he,  (or  I  would  I  might 
never  come  in  mine  own  great  chamber  again  elfe,)  of 

*  ^htf  carried  me  ice."]  Thcfc  words,  which  are  necefl*ary  to  intro« 
juce  what  Falilaff  fays  afterwards,  [  «  Piftol,  did  you  pick  mafter 
Slender 's  purfe  T*  j  1  have  redorcd  from  the  early  quarto.  Of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  as  the  play  is  exhibited  in  the  folio,  Sir  John  could  hare 
no  knowledge.     Maloni. 

>  Tou  BanLnry  cbeefe !]  This  ii  faid  in  allufion  to  the  thin  carcafe 
ofSlender.     Stlcvens. 

»  How  n-.'w,  Mejfbofiof>biiys  ^]  This  is  the  name  of  a  fpirit  or 
familiu  ,  in  the  old  llory  took  of  Sir  John  Taufiuiy  or  J(>bH  Fauft  :  to 
whom  ('  r  author  afterwards  alludes,     it  was  a  cant  phrafe  of  abuCe. 

T.  Wartok. 

i  Sl'iiet  T fay  ;  pauca,  pauca  !]  Dr.  Farmer  (fee  a  former  note,  p.  193, 
nt    6.)  would   tranr.fcr  the  Latin  words  to  Evans.     But  the  old  copy, 
J  think,  is  ngUx.     I'iflol,  in  K,  Henry  K  uics  the  fame  language  : 
<*  —  I  will  hold  the  quondam  Quickly 
For  the  only  flie  ;  and  pauca,  there's  eno\igh.'* 

Jn  the  Umc  fcene  Nym  twice  ufes  the  word  jtlm,     Malonb* 

fcvcn 
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feven  groats  in  mill-fixpenccs  *,  and  two  Edward  ihovel- 
boards  S  that  coil  me  two  fhilling  and  two  pence  a-piece 
of  Yead  Miller,  by  thefe  gloves. 

FaL 

4  —  mill-fxpencesi]  It  appears  from  a  paflage  in  Sir  W.  Davenant'i 
>News  from  Plimoutb,  that  thcfc  milPdJixpences  were  ufcd  by  way  of 
counters  to  call  up  money  : 

•«  —A  few  miirdjixpenceif  with  which 
•      "  My  purfer  cafts  accompt.**     Stikvens. 

5  — >  £</<wtfr^  Shovel- boards,]  He  means  the  hrozd /hillings  of  one  of 
our  kings,  as  appears  f^om  comparing  thefe  words  wicn  the  correfpond- 
Ing  paflage  in  the  old  quarto  :  «  Ay  by  this  handkerchief  did  he  j— > 
two  faire  fhovel- board  /bilUngSf  befides  feven  groats  in  mill  fixpences.** 

How  twenty  eight  pence  could  be  lofl  in  m\W-J!xj>enceSf  Slender^  how- 
ever, has  not  explained  to  us.     Malonk. 

Edivard  Shcvel'boards  are  the  broad  (hillings  of  Edward  VI,    Tay- 
loTy  the  water  poet,  makes  him  complain  : 
**  '  the  unthrifc  every  day 

**  With  my  face  downwards  do  zl  fi>oave-board plzy  ; 
**  That  had  I  had  a  beard,  you  may  fuppofe, 
•*  They  had  worne  it  off,  as  they  have  done  my  nofe.*' 
And  in  a  note  he  tells  us  :  «  £dw.  ihillings  for  the  molt  part  are  ufed 
at  /boavc'boardy     Fa  k  M  £  R . 

Dr.  Farmer^s  note,  and  the  authority  he  quotes,  might,  I  think,  pafs 
uncenfured,  unlefs  better  proofs  could  be  produced  in  oppolition  to  them. 
They  have,  however,  been  obje^ed  to  \  and  we  are  pofitively  told  that 
Mailer  Slender^s  «  Edward  Shovel  boards  have  undoubtedly  been  broad 
fiillings  of  Edward  the  Third,*  I  believe  the  broad  (hillings  of  that 
monarch  were  never  before  heard  of,  ai  he  undoubtedly  did  not  coin  any 
/hillings  whatever.  The  following  extradl,  for  the  notice  of  which  I  am 
indebted  to  Dr.  Farmer,  will  probably  (hew  the  fpecies  of  coin  mention- 
ed in  the  text.  "  I  mull  here  take  notice  before  I  entirely  quit  the 
fubje£l  of  thefe  lafl-mentioned  (hillings  \pf  Edward  V J.I  that  I  have 
aUfo  (ttn  fome  other  pieces  of  good  Alver,  greatly  refembling  the  fame^ 
and  of  the  fame  date,  1547,  that  have  been  fo  much  thicker  as  to  weigh 
about  half  an  ounce,  together  with  fome  others  that  have  weighed  an 
ounce."  Folkes's  Table  of  EngU/b  Jilver  toinsy  p.  32.  The  former  of 
thefe  were  probably  what  cod  Mader  Slender  two  (hillings  and  two 
pence  a-picce.  As  to  the  point  of  chronology  (to  ufe  the  objedlor*s 
own  words  on  another'occalion)  it  it  not  vjortb  conf  deration,     Rkkd. 

That  Shakfpeare  (hould  here  (as  in  all  his  other  plays)  have  attributed 
the  cultoms  and  manners  of  his  own  age  to  a  preceding  century,  with- 
out any  regard  to  chronology,  cannot  be  a  matter  of  furprife  to  any 
reader  who  is  converfant  with  his  compoiitions  ^  nor  is  it  to  be  wonder* 
•dat,  that  the  prefent  unfounded  oh}e£kion  (hould  have  been  made  b)  une» 
whofe  arguments  in  general^  like  tbofe  of  our  author*!  Gratiano,  **  are 
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Fal,  Is  this  true,  Piflol  ? 

Evans,  No  ;  it  is  falfe,  if  it  is  a  pick-purfe. 

Fiji,  Ha,  thou  mountain-foreigner !— Sir  John,   md 
mafter  mine, 
I  combat  challenge  of  this  latten  bilboe  ^  : 
Word  of  denial  in  thy  labras  here  ' ; 
Word  of  denial:  froth  and  fcum,  thou  lied. 

Slcn,  By  thcfc  gloves,  then  'twas  he. 

Nym.  Be  avis'd.  Sir,  and  pafs  good  hamoors :  I  Mil 
fay,  marry  trap^^  with  you,  if  you  run  the  nuthook's 
humour  ^  on  me  ;  that  is  the  very  note  of  it. 

SUn,  By  this  hat,  then  he  in  the  red  face  had  it :  for 
though  I  cannot  remember  what  J  did  when  you  made  me 
drunk,  yet  I  am  not  altogether  an  afs. 

two  grains  of  wheat  hid  in  two  bufhels  of  chaff;  you  fhall  feck  all  day 
ere  you  find  them,  and,  when  you  have  them,  they  are  not  worth  the 
Icarch."  MAi.oNr. 

6  /  ccmbat  cl\:ller.ge  cf  thii  latten  h'xlboe  {\  Piftol,  feeing  Slender  fuch 
a  dim,  puny  weight,  would  intimate,  that  he  is  as  thin  as  a  plate  of 
that  compound  metal,  which  is  called  latten:  and  which  was,  as  we 
are  told,  x\\ztA^cr\chah,     Tiif.obald. 

JLatten  is  a  mixed  metal,  made  of  copper  and  calamine.    Maloke. 

The  farcafm  intended  is,  thar  Slender  had  neither  courage  nor  Hrength, 
as  a  latten  fword  hath  neither  edge  nor  fubftsncc.     Heath, 

I  believe  Theobald  has  given  the  true  fenfe  of  latteiif  though  he  is 
wrong  in  fuppofing,  that  the  allufion  is  to  Slcnder's  tbirtitf/s.  It  it  ra- 
ther to  hi  s  fo/tnefs  or  tveak  ntfs .     T  y  R  w  h  i  t  T . 

7  «_  in  thy  hhias  here  j]  1  fuppofe  it  ihould  rather  be  read  : 
fVot  d  of  tienial  in  my  lohras  hearj 
that  is,  hear  the  word  of  denial  in  my  lips*     Thou  Jy^fi,     Johnsok. 

Wc  often  tallc  of  giving  the  lie  in  a  man's  teeth,  or  in  his  ttrear* 
Piftol  choofes  to  throw  the  word  of  denial  in  the  I'ps  of  his  advcrfary, 
'■ud  is  fuppofcd  to  point  to  them  cs  he  fpcak*:.     St r. evens. 

There  ;ire  few  words  in  the  old  copies  more  frequently  mifprmted 
than  the  woid  iejr,  <*  Thy  lips,"  however,  is  certainly  right,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  old  quarto  :  *«  I  do  retort  the  lie  even  in  thy  gorge,  thy 
gorge,  thy  gorge.'*     Malone. 

*•  —  tK.ir'-y  tmpy — ]  When  a  man  was  caught  in  his  own  fh-atagem, 
I  fuppofe  the  exclamation  of  infult  was  m«irr)',  trap!     Johnson. 


9  —  nuthozki  humour — ]   If  y^u   run  the  ruthock's  humour  on  me,  is 
in  plain  English,   If  xou  fay  1  am  a  thief.     F.nouyh  is  faid  on  the  fub- 

'    -     -     ■  -^ "    "     rjjfr. 

NS. 

Fal^ 


jcft  of  btokiiig  moveabUi  out  of  windcws,  in  a  note  on  AT.  Htnrj  J(^* 

StXEV£NS. 
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Fal.  What  fay  you>  Sckrict  and  JcAh  *  ? 

Bard.  Why,  iir,  for  my  part,  I  fay,  the  gentleipafi 
had  drunk  himfelf  oat  ofhis  fivt  fentences. 

£<vans.  It  is  his  five  fenfes :  fye,  what  die  igno« 
ranee  is  ! 

Bard,  And  being  fap  *,  fir,  was,  as  they  fay,  cafliicr'd  ; 
and  fo  conclufions  pafs'd  the  careires  ^. 

Slen.  Ay,  you  fpake  in  Latin  then  too;  but  'tis  nO 
matter:  Fll  ne'er  be  drunk  whilft  I  live  aeain,  but  in 
honeft,  civil,  godly  company,  for  this  trick :  if  I  be 
drunk,  I'll  be  drunk  with  thofe  that  have  the  fear  of  God, 
and  not  with  drunken  knaves. 

Evans.  So  Got  'udge  mc,  that  is  a  virtuous  mind; 

Fal,  You  hear  all  ihefe  matters  deny'd,  gentlemen ; 
you  hear  it. 

Enter  Miftrefs  Anne  Page  mtntb  mjine ;  Mifirefs  Ford  and 
Miftrefi  Page  following. 

Page,  Nay,  daughter,  carry  the  wine  in ;  we'll  drink 
within.  [Exit  Anne  Page. 

Slen,  O  heaven  !  this  is  miftrefs  Anne  Page. 

Page.  How  now,  miftrefs  Ford  ? 

Fal,  Miftrefs  Ford,  by  my  troth,  you  arc  very  well 
met :  by  your  leave,  good  miftrefs.  [^^ffiH  ^^'■* 

Page.  Wife,  bid  thefe  gentlemen  welcome  >— Come, 

1  ,^  Scar iet  and  John  fj  The  names  of  two  of  Robin  Hood^s  com- 
panions; but  tbe  humour  conHfh  in  the  allufion  to  Bardolph's  nd 
face  J  concerning  which,  fee  Henty  IV.  Part  II.     WA«iuaToN. 

*  And  being  fap,—.]  I  know  not  the  exaA  meaning  of  this  cant 
word,  neither  have  I  met  with  it  in  any  of  our  old  dramatick  pieces, 
which  have  often  proved  the  bcft  comments  on  Shakfpeare*s  vulgarifmv. 
—Dr.  Farmer,  indeed,  obfcrves,  that  to^f^  is  to  be  beat ;  fo  that  faf 
•may  mean  being  beaten ^  and  cajbiet'dj  turned  out  ofcomfary.     Sts£T. 

The  vforAfap  is  probably  made  from  vappe^  a  drunxen  fellow,  or  a 
good  for  nothing  fellow,  whofe  virtues  are  all  exhaled.  Slender  in  his 
anfwer  fecms  to  underAand  that  Bardolph  had  made  ufe  of  a  Latin 
word.     S.W. 

3  —  careires.^  I  believe  this  fhnnge  word  is  nothing  but  the  French 
cariere  \  and  the  exprcfiion  means,  that  tbe  common  bouudt  of  good  be- 
baviour  nuere  fwrrpajjed,     J  oh  n  sow . 

Cariere  is  a  term  of  the  manege.  It  is,  I  believe,  properly  the  ring 
or  circle  Wherein  managed  horfes  moYc.    Mal  oiri • 

we 
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we  hare  a  hot  venifon  paily  to  dinner ;  come»  gentlemeOf 
I  hope  we  (hall  drink  down  all  onkindnefs. 

[Exeunt  all  hut  Shal.  Slender,  Aii/EvAirs* 
Slen.  I  had  rather  than  forty  (hillings,  I  had  my  book 
of  Songs  and  Sonnets  here^  :— 

Enter  Simple. 
How  now,  Simple  $  where  have  yon  been  ;  I  maft  wut 
on  myfelC  muH  I?   You  have  not  The  Bo9k  of  RidiUs^ 
about  you,  have  you  ? 

Sim.  Book  tf  Riddles  !  why,  did  you  not  lend  it  to  Alice 
Shortcake  upon  AUhallowmas  laft,  a  fortnight  afive 
Mithaelmas^? 

Sbal.  Come,  coz ;  come,  coz ;  we  fUy  for  yon*  A 
word  with  yOu,  coz :  marry,  this,  coz ;  There  is,  as 
'twere,  a  tender,  a  kind  of^  tender,  made  zhx  off  by  fir 
Hugh  here  ; — Do  you  underfbnd  me  ? 

Slen,  Ay,  fir,  you  (hall  find  me  rcafonablc  ;  if  it  be  fo, 
I  ihall  do  that  that  is  reafon. 

Shal.  Nay,  but  underftand  me. 

Slen,  So  I  do,  fir. 

Evans,  Give  ear  to  his  motions,  mafter  Slender  :  I 
will  defcription  the  matter  to  you,  if  you  be  capacity  of  it. 

Slen,  Nay,  I  will  do  as  my  couiin  Shallow  fays:  I 
pray  you,  pardon  me  ;  he's  ajuflice  of  peace  in  his  coun- 
try, fimple  though  I  (land  here. 

4  — -  my  hook  of  Songs  and  Sonnets  btre  .•]  Ic  cannot  be  fuppofed  thit 
poor  Slender  was  himielf  a  poet.  He  probably  noeant  the  Poems  of 
Lord  Surrey  and  others,  which  were  very  popular  in  the  age  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  They  were  printed  in  1567,  with  this  title  :  <<  Songes  and 
Sonnettetf  written  by  the  right  hpnorable  Lord  Henry  Howard,  late 
£arle  of  Surrey,  and  others.** 

Slender  laments  that  he  has  not  this  fafiiionable  book  about  him, 
fuppoiing  it  might  have  ai&fted  him  in  paying  his  addre/Ies  to  Anne 
Page.     Malonk. 

5  Tou  have  not  The  Book  of  Riddles—]  This  appears  to  have  been  a 
popuUr  book,  and  is  enumerated  with  others  in  'the  EmgVif)  Courtier 
sud  Country  Gentleman^  Bl.  1.  quarto,  15S6.  Sig.  H.  4.     Rck». 

ft  m^  uffcn  j^l'kailoxvmas  laft,afortM'tgbt  ifoTC  Michaelmas  ?"]  AUhal- 
lowmas being  almoft  five  weeks  after  Michaelmas,  Mr.  Theobald  reads 
Ahft/emas  \  but  Shakfpeare  (as  Dr»  Johnfon  has  obferved)  probably  in- 
tended a  blunder.     Malon£« 

Evans* 
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E'vans,  But  that  is  not  the  queflion;  the  queflion  is 
concerning  your  marriage. 

SifaL  Ay,  there's  the  point,  fir. 

E'vans.  Marry,  is  it;  the  very  point of  it ;  to  miftrefs 
Anne  Page. 

Slen.  Why,  if  it  be  fo,  I  will  marry  her,  upon  any  rea- 
ibnable  demands. 

Evans,  But  can  you  afFe^on  the  'ornan  ?  Let  us  com- 
mand to  know  that  of  your  mouth,  or  of  your  lips  ;  for 
divers  philofophers  hold,  that  the  lips  is  parcel  of  the 
mouth  ^  ; — Therefore,  precifcly,  can  you  carry  your  good- 
will to  the  maid  ? 

Shal,  Coufin  Abraham  Slender,  can  you  love  her  ? 

Slen.  I  hope,  fir, — I  will  do,  as  it  (hall  become  one  that 
would  do  reafon. 

Evans.  Nay,  Got's  lords  and  his  ladies,  you  muil  fpeak 
poilicable,  if  you  can  carry  her  your  defires  towards  her. 

S^al.  That  you  muft:  Will  you,  upon  good  dowry, 
marry  her  ? 

Slen,  I  will  do  a  greater  thing  than  that,  upon  your 
requefl,  .coufin,  in  any  reafon. 

Si^a/.  Nay,  conceive  me,  conceive  me,  fweet  coz ; 
what  I  do,  is  to  pleafure  you,  coz :  Can  you  love  the 
maid? 

Sien,  I  will  marry  her,  fir,  at  your  requeft ;  but  if 
there  be  no  great  love  in  the  beginning,  yet  heaven  may 
decreafe  it  upon  better  acquaintance,  when  we  are  mar- 
ry'd,  and  have  more  occaiion  to  know  one  another :  I 
hope,  upon  familiarity  will  grow  more  contempt  •  :  but 
if  you  fay,  marry  her,  I  will  marry  her,  that  I  am  freely 
dittolved,  and  diffolutely. 

Evans,  It  is  a  fery  difcretion  anfwer;  fave,  the  faul* 

7  -^tlt  lips  is  parcel  of  the  mouth  •y']  Parcel  in  our  author's  time 
fignliied  part.  It  is  yet  ufed  by  lawyers  in  that  fenfe.  Mr.  Reed,  I 
find,  has  made  the  fame  obfervation.     Malonk. 

*  J  hope,  upon  familiarity  will  grotu  more  contempt  :1  The  old 
copy  reads— ^oirf^ir/.    The  emendation  is  Mr.  Theobald's.     Malonk. 

Theobald's  conje^re  may  be  fupported  by  the  fame  intentional 
blunder  in  Lovers  Labour^ s  Loft  : 

«*  Sir,  xhccoHtemptt  thereof  are  aa  tooching  me.**  StxkvkKs« 

is 
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it  in  the  'ort  diHblatcly :  the  'crt  is,  according  to  oar 

meaning,  rcfolutcly  ;— iis  meaning  is  goocL 

ShaL  Ay,  I  think  my  coufin  meant  well. 

Slut.  Ay,  orclfe  I  would  I  mij^t  be  hang'd,  la. 

Re-entir  Anne  Page. 

^hal.  Here  comes  fair  miilrefs  Anne  ><-Woiild  I  weie 
young,  for  vour  fake,  miftreis  Anne ! 

Jnm.  Tne  dinner  is  on  the  table;  my  father  defiics 
yonr  worfhips'  company. 

Sbal.  I  will  wait  on  him,  fair  miftre(s  Anne. 

Evans*,  Od's  plefled  wUi  I  I  will  not  be  abfenee  tt 
the^race.  XExeunt  Shallow  ami  Sir  H.  Eitans* 

jsnne,  Will't  pleafe  your  worfhip  to  come  in,  fir  ? 

Slen.  No,  I  thank  you,  fbrfooth,  heartily  ;  I  am  veiy 
well. 

^nM.  The  dinner  attends  you,  fir. 

Sleft.  I  am  not  a-hungry,  I  thank  you,  forfooth : — Go, 
firrah,  f«rall  you  arc  my  man,  go,  wait  upon  my  coufin 
Shallow:  [Exit  Simple.]  A  juflice  of  peace  fometime 
may  be  beholden  to  his  friend  for  a  man : — ^I  keep  bat 
three  men  and  a  boy  yet,  till  my  mother  be  dead :  But 
what  though?  yet  I  li\^  like  a  poor  gentleman  bom. 

jf/ine.  I  may  not  go  in  without  your  worfhip  :  they  will 
not  fit,  till  you  come. 

Slen.  I'faith,  I'll  eat  nothing;  I  thank  you  as  much 
as  though  I  did. 

jinm.  I  pray  you,  fir,  walk  in. 

Slen.  I  had  rather  walk  here,  I  thank  you :  I  bniis'd 
my  (hin  the  other  day  with  playing  at  fword  and  dagger 
with  a  mafter   of  fence  ^,    three  veneys   for  a  difh  of 

9  -^  a  mafter  of  fence,]  Mafltr  of  defeneey  on  this  occafioiiy^^oet 
not  Amply  mean  a  profefl'or  of  the  art  of  fencingt  but  a  perfon  who  had 
taken  his  mafieri  degree  in  it.  I  learn  from  one  of  the  Slooian  Mfs. 
(now  in  the  British  IViufeum,  N®  2530.  XXVI  D.)  which  feemt  to  be 
the  fragment  of  a  regiftcr  formerly  belonging  to  fome  of  our  fchooU  where 
the  *•  Noble  Sclrncc  of  Defence"  was  taught  from  the  year  I56S  to 
158-^,  that  in  this  Art  there  were  three  degrees,  viz.  a  Ma.fier'i^  a  Pro- 
To'V's,  and  a  SchoIar^s.  For  each  of  thefe  a  prize  was  play*d,  as  ezer* 
cifesarc  kept  in  Univerfities  for  fimilar  purpofes.    Stxxvxns. 

ftcwM 
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dewM  prunes ' ;  and,  by  mv  trotli,'!  cannot  abide^thic 
fmell  of  hot  meat  fince.  Wny  do  your  dogs  bark  fa?  be 
there  bears  i'  the  town  ? 

Anne,  I  think,  there  are,  fir ;  I  heard  them  talk'd  of. 

Slen.  I  love  the  (jport  well;  bat  I  fhall  as  fboa  quaitel 
at  it,  as  any  man  in  England  : — You  are  afi-aid,  if  yoa 
iee  the  bear  loofe,  ai'e  you  not  ? 

Ann€,  hjy  indeed,  fir. 

^Isn,  That's  meat  and  dridk  to  me  ntnr :  I  have  ieen 
Sackerfon  loofe ^,  twenty  times;  apd  have  taken  him 
by  the  chain  ^  :  but,  I  warrant  you,  the  women  have  fo 
cryM  and  Ihriek'd  at  it,  that  it  pafs'd*: — ^but  women, 
indeed,  cannot  abide  'em:;  they  are  very  iU-£ivour'd 
rough  things. 

Ri^enttr  Pagb* 

Page,  Come,  gentle  mailer  Slender,  come ;  we  flay 
for  you. 

Slen.  I'll  eat  nothing,  I  thank  you,  fir. 

Fage.  Sy  cock  and  pye  ^,  yoa  ihali  not  choofe,  fir : 
come,  come. 

X  *—  tbrte  ven«ys  far  0  di/b  0/ /iW^J  frunei  ;]  i.  e.  three  venues^ 
Fcencb.  Three  diflerent  iet-co^a,  heuttt  a  technical  term*  So,  in  our 
aatbor^i  Lwii  Labour  i  Left  : 

««  —  a  quick  v^a^w  of  wit."     Stizvens. 
X  .»  /  kave  feen  Sackerfon  /oo/e,!  Sackerfouf  or  Sacarfoity  was  the 
name  of  a  bear  that  was  exhibited  uiour  author*s  time  at  Paris-Gar- 
den in  Southwark,     Sec  an  old  colledion  of  Epigrams  [by  Sir  John 
Davies]  printed  at  Middfebourg  (vritkont  date,  but  in  or  before  1598)  ^ 
«  Publius,  a  ftudent  of  the  common  law, 
«'  To  Ptfr/j-^arifn  doth  himfelf  withdraw  5— 
«  Leaving  old  Ployden,  Dyer,  and  Broke,  alone, 
«<  To  fee  old  Harry  Hunkes  and  Sacarhn^^ 
Sacarfan  probably  had  Lis  name  from  his  keeper.     So,  in  the  Pttrl' 
tany  a  comedy,  1607  :    <'  How  many  dogs  do  you  think  I  had  upon 
me?— — Almoil  as  many  as  Gt^or^^  ^/on*,  the  bear^  three  at  once.'* 

Maione. 
J  —  and  tavr  taken  him  by  the  chain  ;]  You  dare  as  well  take  a  btgf 
\y  the  tQotb>-^\i  one  of  Ray's  Fioverbial  Sentences.     Ma  lone. 

4  —  that  it  pafs^i:]  It  pajs'dy  or  this  faffeSf  was  a  way  of  fpeak- 
jng  cuftomary  heretofore,  to  iignify  the  exifjsy  or  extraordinary  degret 
of  any  thing.  The  lentence  completed  would  be,  ^bis  pajet  all  ex- 
prej/iomf  or  perhaps,  TA/i  pajfes  all  things.  Wc  ilill  u(t paj/lng  well, 
ptrffing  (hiDgt,     Warbvbton. 

5  By  cock  and  pyc,]    Sec   a  note  on  Aft  V.  (c    u  K.  Henry  IV. 

P.  II.       St  E  EVENS. 

Shn. 
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Siin*  Nay,  pray  you,  lead  the  way. 

Page.  Come  on,  dr. 

Slen.  Miilrefs  Anne,  yourfelf  fhall  go  firft. 

jinne.  Not  I,  fir;   pray  you,  keep  on. 

SUh.  Truly,  I  will  not  go  firft ;  truly,  la :  I  will  not 
do  you  that  wrong. 

Jlnne.  I  pray  you,  fir. 

SUn,  I'll  rather  be  unmannerly,  than  troubleibme  : 
you  do  yourfelf  wrong,  indeed,  la.  [Exeumi. 

SCENE    II. 
The  fame. 
Entir  Sir  Hugh  Evans  and  Simple. 
Evans,  Go  your  wavs,  and  aflc  of  Dodtor  Cains*  hooie, 
which  is  the  way :  and  there  dwells  one  miilrefs  Quickly, 
which  is  in  the  manner  of  his  nurfe,  or  his  dry  nurfe,  or 
his  cook,  or  his  laundry,  his  wafher,  and  his  wringer. 
Simp.  Well,  fir. 

E'uans.  Nay,  it  is  petter  yet :— ^ive  her  this  letter ; 
for  it  is  a  'oman  that  altogether's  acquaintance  •  with 
miftrefs  Anne  Page  ;  and  the  letter  is,  to  delire  and  re- 
quire her  to  folicit  your  mailer's  deiires  to  miftrefs  Anne 
Page :  I  pray  you,  be  gone  ;  I  will  make  an  end  of  my 
dinner ;  there's  pippins  and  cheefe  to  come.        [^Exeunt. 

SCENE    III. 

A  Room  in  the  Garter  Inn, 

Enter  Falstaff,  Hoft,  Bardolph,  Nym,  Pistol, 

and  Robin. 

FaL  Mine  hoft  of  the  Garter, — 

Hift,  What  fays  my  bully-rook  7  ?  Speak  fcholarly,  and 
wifely. 

FaL  Tryly,  mine  hoft,  I  muft  turn  away  fome  of  my 
followers.  ' 

Hvjl,  Difcard,  bully  Hercules ;  caftiier :  let  thexa 
wag  ;    trot,   trot. 

FaL  1  fit  at  ten  pounds  a  week. 

ft  —  that  altogether's  acaualrtarce]  The  old  copy  hski-^^altogetbers 
ar^uainiance.  The  emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt.  Malonk. 

;  i—  my  huUy-roek  >*]  The  latter  part  of  this  compound  dtle  is  taken 
from  the  rooks  at  the  game  of  chefs.     Stseveks. 

Hoft. 
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Hoft.  Thou'rt  an  emperor,  Caefar,  Keifar  *,  and  Phee- 
zar.  I  will  entertain  Bardolph ;  he  ihall  draw,  he  (hall 
tap  :  faid  I  well  *,  bully  Heaor  ? 

FaL  Do  {oy  good  mine  hoft. 

Hoft.  I  have  fpoke ;  let  him  follow :  Let  me  fee  thee 
froth,  and  lime  ^  :  I  am  at  a  word ;  follow.     \Exit  Hoft. 

FaL  Bardolph,  follow  him ;  a  tapfter  is  a  good  trade : 
An  old  cloak  makes  a  new  jerkin ;  a  withered  ferving- 
man,  a  frefh  tapfter ' :  Go ;  adieu. 

Bard.  It  is  a  life  that  I  have  deftred :   I  will  thrive. 

\Exit  Bardolph. 

Pift.  O  bafe  Gongarian  wight  ?    wilt  thou  the  fpigot 
wield  *  ? 

8  -«.  Keifar,]  The  preface  to  Stowe's  Chronicle  obfenres,  that  the 
Germans  ufe  the  K  for  C,  pronouncing  Key  far  for  Cajar^  their  general 
word  for  an  emperor.     Tol  lit. 

•  ^^faid  J  well-^  f]  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  ebfenres,  that  a  fimilar  phrafe 
is  given  to  the  hofi  in  the  Pardoner  es  Prologue  ^Cavt,  Tales,  v.  12246, 
edit.  1775  j  ^^^  fuppofcs  from  this,  and  other  circumftance.s  of  general 
refemblance,  that  Sbakfpeare,  when  he  drew  his  bojf  of  the  Garter,  had 
not  forgotten  his  Chaucer,  fiut  the  palTage  (as  he  remarked  to  Mr. 
Steevens)  not  being  in  any  of  the  ancient  printed  editions,  I  imagine 
this  phrafe  muft  have  reached  our  author  in  forae  other  way  $  for  I  fufped 
he  did  not  devote  much  time  to  the  perufal  of  old  Mfs.     Ma  lone. 

9  —  j«^lime :]  Thus  the  quarto.  The  folio  has—and /i«/^.  Ma  lone. 
The  reading  of  the  old  quarto  of  1602  and  16x9,  Let  me  fee  tbee  frothy 

and  lime,  I  take  to  be  the  true  one.  The  Hoft  calls  for  an  immediate 
fpecimen  of  Bardolph's  abilities  as  a  tapfter;  and  frothing  beer  and 
/im/ffrfack  were  tricks  pradifed  in  the  time  of  ShakXpeare.  The  Arft 
was  done  by  putting  foap  into  the  bottom  of  the  tankard  when  they 
drew  the  beer;  the  other,  by  mixing /im^  with  the  fack  (i.  e.  iherry)  to 
make  it  fparkle  in  the  glafs.  Falftaff  himfelf  complains  of  iimed 
fack.     Steevens. 

1  m^  a  withered  fervingmany  a  frefh  tapfier  i\  This  is  not  impro- 
bably a  parody  on  the  old  proverb—'*  A  broken  apothecary,  anew 
doctor."     See  Ray's  Proverbs,  3d  edit.  p.  2.     Steevens. 

2  0  bafe  Gongarian  ivigbt !  &c.]  This  is  a  parody  on  a  line  takea 
from  one  of  the  old  borobaft  plays,  beginning : 

<«  O  bafe  Gongarian,  wilt  thou  the  diftaff  wield  ?*' 
I  had  marked  the  pafl'age  down,  but  forgot  to  note  the  play.— 
The  folio  reads  Hungarian,  which  is  likcwife  a  cant  term.  In  the 
Merry  Devil  of  Edmonton,  1626,  the  merry  Hoft  fays,  *<  I  have  Knights 
and  Colonels  in  my  huufe,  and  muft  tend  the  Hungarians***  Steevens. 
The  word  is  Gongarian  in  the  iirft  edition^  and  ftiould  be  continued, 
thf  better  to  fix  the  Jlulion.    Far  m  e  e  • 
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Hym.  He  was  eotten  in  drink :  Is  not  the  hamonr  con- 
ceited ?  His  mind  is  not  heroick^  and  there's  the  hamov 
ofit'. 

FaL  I  am  glad,  I  am  fo  acquit  of  this  tinderbox  ;  his 
thefts  were  too  open :  his  hlching  was  like  an  unikilfiil 
finger,  he  kept  not  time. 

Nym.  The  good  humour  is,  to  ftf  al  at  a  minute's  reft^ 

Fift,  Convey,  the  wife  it  call:  Steal!  fi>K;  a  fico  far 
the  phrafe ! 

Fal.  Well,  firs,  I  am  almoU  out  at  heelai* 

Ftfi.  Why  then,  let  kibes  enfuc. 

FaL  There  is  no  remedy ;  I  mnft  coney-catchy  I  m«i 
ihift. 

Fifi*  Young  ravens  vk\A  have  food '. 

Fal.  Which  of  you  know  Ford  of  this  town  ? 

Fift.  I  ken  the  wight ;  he  is  of  iiibflance  good. 

FaL  My  honeft  lads,  I  will  tell  you  what  i  am  about. 

Fift,  IVo  yards,  and  more. 

FaL  No  quips  now,  Piftol ;  Indeed  I  am  in  the  waifl 
two  yards  about:  but  lam  now  about  no  wafle^;  I  am 
about  thrift.  Briefly,  I  do  mean  to  make  love  to  Ford's 
wife;  I  fpy  entertainment  in  her;  (he  difcourfes,    ihe 

3  —  humour  of  \t.'\  This  fpecch  is  partly  taken  from  the  coiiefled 
copy,  and  partty  from  the  Hight  /ketch  in  1602.  I  mention  it,  that 
thofc  who  ^0  nor  find  it  in  either  of  the  common  old  editions,  maj  not 
fttfpedt  it  to  be  fpurious.     Stke  ven«. 

4  li'ht  good  humour  ij,  to  fttal  at  a  minutc*8  refiA  'Tis  true,  (ftyi 
Kym)  Bardolph  did  not  keep  timej  did  not  Ileal  at  cne  critical  and  exa^ 
fe.<fon,  when  he  would  probably  be  leaft  obterved.  The  true  method 
js,  to  ileal  jufl  at  the  inibnt  when  warchfuinefs  is  ofF  its  guard,  and 
repofei  but  for  a  moment,-— '^Ar,  Langtun  would  read— -m/ir/m^x  reft,  which 
certainly  corrcfponds  more  exadly  with  the  preceding  fpecch;  btt 
Shakfpcarc  fcarcely  ever  purfues  his  metaphors  far.     Malokx. 

5  Young  rattens  mufi  have/ccd,]   An  adage.     See  Ray*8  Provtrh, 

Stxxvxns. 
^  -"about  no  ivafie'yl  I  find  the  fame  play  on  words  in  Heywood's 
JFfigromSf   1  562  : 

•*  Where  am  I  leaft,  hufband  ?  quoth  he,  in  the  ^aifii 
<•  Which  coracth  of  this,  thou  art  vengeance  ftraitlacM, 
«*  Where  nra  I  biggeft,  wife?   in  the  wafte,  quoth  (he, 
*'  Fur  all  is  walte  in  you,  as  far  as  1  fee.**     Stxevems. 

carves. 


t  fl 
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carves^,  (he  gives  the  leer  of  invitation :  I  can  conflrue 
the  adtion  of  her  familiar  ftyle ;  and  the  hardefl  voice  of 
her  behaviour,  to  be  Englifh'd  rightly,  is,  I  am  Sir  John 
Faifiaff's. 

Fifi.  He  hath  ftudyM  her  well,  apd  tranflated  her 
well*;  out  of  honefty  into  Engl ilh. 

Nym,  The  anchor  is  deep' :  Will  that  humour  pafs  ? 

Fal,  Now,  the  report  goes,  (he  has  all  the  fule  of 
her  hufhand's  purfe ;  ihe  hath  legions  of  angels. 

Pift,  As  many  devils  entertain* ;  and.  To  her,  toy, 

^*y  *  • 

Nym.  The  humour  rifes;  it  is  good:  humour  me  the 
ftngels. 

7  m^Jbe  czrreSf]  It  fiioold  be  remembered,  that  anciently  the  young 
6f  both  fexes  were  inilruAed  in  carving,  as  a  ncceflary  accompli fiiment. 
In  1508,  Wvnkyn  dc  Worde  publiflied  «  A  Bokc  of  KernriHgu^^  So 
in  Love's  Labour^ i  Loft,  Biron  fays  of  Bojetf  the  French  courtier,  *<  He 
can  r^rve  too,  and  lifp.**    Steetxns. 

8  He  hzti\  nudied  her  Well,  and  tranflated  ber  well;]  The  firft 
folio  has— «;i7/ in  both  places.     ff^eiJU  the  reading  of  the  early  quarto. 

Malonb. 
.    Tranflatlon  is  not  ufed  in  its  common  acceptation,  but  means  to  ejc- 
plaiitf   as  one  language  is  explained  by  another.     So,  in  Hamlit : 
'<  thefc  profound  heaves 

.  '<  Youmuft  tratifiate\  *tis /it  we  underftand  them.**  STXXTENtt 

9  7Bt  anchor  h  deep  A  Dr.  Jobnjon  very  acutely  proposes  <'  the 
author  is  deep.**  He  reads  with  the  firft  copy,  *<  he  hath  ftudy*d  her 
notlli**  and  from  this  equivocal  word,  Nym  catches  the  idea  of  d€ep» 
pefs.  But  it  is  almoft  impolBble  to  afcertaio  the  didion  of  thiswhimfi* 
csu  character ;  and  I  meet  with  a  pbrafe  in  Fenner's  Compior^s  Common" 
hftaJtbf  1617,  which  perhaps  may  fupport  the  old  reading:  «  M  after 
Decker*  s  Bel/man  of  London  hath  fet  forth  the  vices  of  the  time  fo  lively, 
(hat  it  is  impoflible  the  anchor  of  any  other  man*s  braine  CQiild  ibund 
the  (eaof  a  more  deepe  and  dreadful  mifcheefe.**    Fasmxr. 

Nym,  I  believe,  only  means  to  fay,  the  fcheme  for  debauching 
Ford*s  wife  is  deep ;— well  laid.     Malone. 

'<  The  anchor  is  deep,"^  may  mean  his  hopes  are  well  founded.  In 
the  year  1558,  a  ballad  intituled  '<  Hold  the  ^ nr^r fail,**  is  entered  OA 
the  books  of  the  Stationers*  Company.     Stexvens. 

I  As  many  dev\istTitttt.d\Ti\]  i.  e.  do  you  retain  in  your  /erviW  as 
many  devils  as  fhe  has  angels.  So,  in  the  Two  Cemtltmen  ofVtrona  t 
**  Sweet  lady,  entertaitthicafwyowrfervant.** 

This  is  the  reading  of  the  folio.     Malonb. 

The  old  quarto  reads,-- As  many  devils  attend  her.    Stisyins. 

Vol.  I.  P  Fal. 
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Fal,  I  have  writ  me  here  a  letter  to  her :  and  here  \ 
ther  to  Pa|:e's  wife ;  who  even  now  gave  me  good  eyes 
too>  examined  my  parts  with  moft  ludicious  eyliads*: 
fometimes  the  beam  of  her  view  gilded  my  fbot«  {bmetimes 
my  portly  belly  '. 

Pift.  Then  did  the  fun  on  dong-hill  ihine  ♦. 

Nym.  I  thank  thee  for  that  humour'. 

FaL  O,  (he  did  fo  courfe  o*er  my  exteriors  with  fuch  a 
greedy  intention  ^,  that  the  appetite  of  her  eye  did  feem 
to  fcorch  me  up  like  a  burning-glafs !  Here's  another 
letter  to  her :  (he  bears  the  purle  too ;  (he  is  a  region  in 
Guiana,  all  eold  and  bounty  ^.  I  will  be  cheater  to  them 
both,  and  they  ihall  be  exchequers  to  me ' ;  they  (hall 
be  my  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  and  I  will  trade  to  them 
both.     Go,  bear  thou  this  letter  to  miftre(3  Page ;  and 

*  •»  nli^ds  .*]  Thii  word  is  differently  (pelt  in  all  the  copies.  I  fup* 
pofe  we  Ihould  write oeUladeiy  French.     Stskvkns. 

I  m^ fometimes  the  beam  of  her  view  gilded  my  fo9t^  Jometmn  my 
ftrtfy  belly."]  So,  in  our  authour's  20th  Sonnet : 

«*  An  eye  more  bright  than  thelr*s,  lefs  falfe  in  rolling, 
«  Gilding  the  objeS  whereupon  it  gazeth."     Malome. 

4  Then  did  the  fun  on  dunghill  fitine,]  So,  in  LiUy*s  Empbues,  1581 J 
««  The  fun  Ihineth  upon  thi  dunghill."     T.  H.  W. 

5  m^tbat  bumour,]  What  diftiogurfhes  the  language  of  N]rm  from 
that  of  the  other  attendants  on  Falftaff,  is  the  conftant  repetitiooof 
this  phrafe.  In  the  time  of  Shakfpeare  fuch  an  affcAation  feems  Xo 
have  been  fufficient  to  mark  a  charadter.  In  Sir  Giles  Goefecap^  a  play 
of  which  I  have  no  earlier  edition  than  that  of  1606,  the  fame  peculi- 
arity is  mentioned  in  the  hero  of  the  piece :  «— his  only  reafon  for 
every  thing  is,  that  ^jve  are  all  mortal'^  then  hath  he  another  pretty 
phrafe  too,  and  that  is,  he  will  tickle  the  vanity  of  every  thing.** 

Stesvsns. 

^  -^intention,"]  i.  e.  eagemefs  of  defire.     Steevens. 

7  •^Jhe  it  a  region  in  Guiana,  all  gold  and  bounty»1  Afttt  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  s  return  from  Guiana  in  1596,  a  very  few  years  before  this 
play  was  written,  very  pompous  accounts  were  publiflied  of  the  wealth 
of  South  America,  and  extraordinary  hopes  entertained  about  its  pro- 
duce.    Malone. 

»  J  will  be  cheater  to  them  both,  and  they  fballbe  exchequers  ume ;] 
The  fame  joke  is  intended  here,  as  in  Ibe  Second  Part  of  Htary  the 
Fourth,  a^  II :  «  —I  will  bar  no  honeft  man  ray  houfe,  nor  no 
cheater/* — By  which  is  meant  Efcheatour,  an  officer  in  the  Exchequer* 
in  no  good  repute  with  the  common  people.     Was  bur  ton. 

thou 
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thou  this  to  miftrcfs  Ford:  we  will  thrive,  lads,  we  will 
thrivCi 

Pift.  Shall  I  fir  Pandarus  of  Troy  become. 
And  by  my  fide  wear  fteel  ?  then,  Lucifer  take  all ! 

Nym,  I  will  run  no  bafe  humour:  here,  take  the  hu- 
mour letter ;  I  will  keep  the  'haviour  of  reputation. 

FaL  Hold,    firrah,  [/o  Rob.]  bear  you  thefe  letters 
tightly  9; 
Sail  like  my  pinnace  '  to  thefe  golden  ihores.— 
Rogues,  hence,  avauntf  vanifh  like  hail- ftones,  go; 
Trudge,  plod,  away,  o' the  hoof ;  feekfhelter,  pack! 
FalfiafFwiU  learn  the  humour  of  this  age, 
French  thrift,  you  rogues;  myfelf,  and  fkirted  page. 

\Exeunt  Yk'lstkwy  and  Robin. 

Fift.  Let    vultures  gripe  thy  guts  * !  for  gourd,   and 
fullam  holds. 
And  high  and  low  beguile  the  rich  and  poor*: 
Teller  I'll  have  in  pouch,  when  thou  Ihalt  lack, 

9  —  tightly  ;]  i.  e.  cleverly,  adroitly.    So,  in  Antony  and  CUopdtra, 
Antony  putting  on  his  armour,  fays, 
<«  ■         my  queen's  a  fquire 
**  More  tight  at  this,  than  thou.^    Malone. 
I  —  iny  pinnace]  A  fmall  veflcl  with  afquare  rtern,  having  fails  and 
Oars,  and  carrying  three  mails)  chiefly  ufed  (fays  Rolr,  in  his  Diffiontry 
rf Commerce  9)  as  a  Jcout  for  intelligence,    and  for  landing  of  men.     It 
Ukewife  (ignifies  (as  Mr.  Steevens  has  obfenred)  a  man  of  war's  boat. 

Malons. 

ft  Let  vulturet  gripe  thy  guts  /]  This  hemiftich  is  a  burlefque  on  a 

paflage  in  Tamhur/aine,  or  The  Scythian  Shepherd,  1591,    of  which 

flay  a  more  particular  account  is  given  in  one  of  the  notes  to  Henry  IF* 
\  II.  Aa  II.  fc.  iv.     Stievxns. 
I  fuppofe  the  following  is  the  pafTage  intended  to  be  ridiculed  : 
«  -.—and  now  doth  ghaftly  death 
<<  With  greedy  tallents  [talons]  gripi  my  bleeding  heart, 
«<  And  like  a  harper  [harpy]  tycrs  on  my  life/' 
Again,  ibid : 

< <  Griping  ovr  bowels  with  retorted  thoughts.**     Ma  l  0 n  b  . 
3  for  gourd,  and  {yxWzm  holds. 

And  high  and  low  beguile  the  neb  and  foor ;]  Cant  terms  for  falfe 
diet.— Cr0iir</i  were  probably  dice  in  which  a  fccret  cavity  had  been 
made;  fuUamsy  thofe  which  had  been  loaded  with  a  fmall  bit  of  lead* 
High  men  and  lovf  men,  which  were  Ijkewife  cant  terms,  explain  them- 
felves.  High  numbers  on  the  dice,  at  hazard,  are  from  five  to  twelve, 
jodufive:  low,  from  aces  to  four.     Malonx. 

P  2  Safe 


Bdi^  fbrrpaa  Tskl 

JT^JT.  By  wdkia,  aai  aer  ftzr  I 

A;*.  Wkk  faodi  tie  hnnn,  I: 

I  mil  <iiica:i  tae  naoar  «f  t&is  love  oo  Pmc'. 

/"./.  A«ai  to  Ford  flan  eke  aafeU, 

Hiov  FalftiiF^  varfec  Tfle, 

His  dovewiH  prove,  kk  gaUw31]HU, 

And  tts  ybtt  couch  qrtlf  ■ 

A>«.  Mj  kmnr  iludl  m  cni:  I  nfi  nccafe  P^ 

to  deal  witk  poifeo;  I  will  pofefi^  Vim  witk  jcfkinifi  ^ 

fiir  the  rendt  of  miea  '  is  r 


/^//?.  Thoe  srt  tke  Man  of  Bakcoateats  :  1  iecood 
thee ;  troop  oo.  ££jrcnr. 

SCENE    IV. 

A  Rocm  in  Dr.  Cains's  Hiwfr, 
Enter  Mrs.  Quickly,  Simple,  «a/ Ruobt. 

^ick.  What ;  John  Rugby ! — I  pray  thee,  go  to  the 
caTemcnt,  and  fee  if  yoa  can  fee  my  ma^,  mafter  Dodor 

4  —  in  my  beadA  Tbefe  words,  which  are  omitted  in  tke  folio,  woe 
recovered  by  Mr.  Pope  from  the  early  quarto.     Malon x. 

i  /  nvill  i'ljcuh  the  humour  of  tbU  love  to  Page,  j  The  Iblio  reads  to 
Tord\  and  in  tne  next  line—  and  I  to  Page,  &c.  Bat  the  reverfe  of 
thii  (ai  Mr.  Steevens  has  obferved)  happens  in  AGt.  11.  where  Nym 
makes  the  difcovery  to  Page,  and  Piftol  to  Ford.  I  have  therefore 
corrected  the  text  from  the  old  quarto,  where  Nyra  declares  he  will 
make  the  difcorery  to  Page;  and  Piftol  fays,  «  And  1  to  Ford  willUke- 
wife  tell— /*     Malonc. 

6  *^yeU»vfn«Jt^'\  YelUivneft  isjcaloufy.    Johkson. 

7  —  the  revolt  $f  mien~~'j  is  chan«  of  countemince  j  one  of  the 
effe^ls  he  has  been  jud  afcribing  to  iealoofy.     Stxkvxns. 

Nym  means,  I  think,  to  fay,  that  kind  of  ebangi  iu  tbecomfUxkUf 
which  is  caufed  by  jealoufy,  renders  the  ferfon pojfejjed  hy  fmch  s  pafaa 
dangerous  \  confequently  Ford  will  be  likely  to  revenge  faimfdf  on  Fai- 
/lan,  and  I  (hill  be  gratified.  I  believeour  authorwrote—f^«f  revolt  ftc 
though  I  have  not  diflarbed  the  text,  ye  and  y<  in  the  Mft.  of  hit  ttms 
wete  eafily  confounded^    Malons. 

Cains^ 
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Caias,  coming:  if  he  do,  i'faith,  and  find  any  body  in 
the  houfe,  here  will  be  an  old  abufing  of  God's  patience, 
and  the  king's  Englifh. 

Rug.  I'll  go  watch.  [Exit  Rugby. 

^tck,  Goj  and  we'll  have  apoffet  for't  foon  at  night, 
in  faith,  at  the  latter  end  of  a  fea-coal  fire*.  An  honeft, 
willing,  kind  fellow,  as  ever  fervant  (hall  come  in  houfe 
withal ;  and,  I  warrant  you,  no  tell-tale,  nor  no  breed- 
bate':  his  worft  fault  is,  that  he  is  given  to  prayer  ;  he 
is  fomething  peevifli  «  that  way :  but  nobody  but  has  his 
fault; — but  let  that  pafs.  Peter  Simple,  you  fay  your 
name  is  ? 

Sim.  Ay,  for  fault  of  a  better. 

^ici.  And  matter  Slender's  your  mailer  ? 

Sim.  Ay,  forfooth. 

^ick.  Docs  he  not  wear  a  great  round  beard,  like  a 
glover's  paring  knife*? 

Sim.  No,  forfooth :  he  hath  but  a  little  wee  face  *, 
with  a  little  yellow  beard;  a  Cain-colour'd  beard'. 

^ick.  A  foftly-fprighted  man,  is  he  not? 

9  .^irf  the  latter  end  of  a  feacoalfirt.']  That  is,  when  my  mafter  is 
in  bed.   Johnson. 

9  ..MO  ^rr«i/.bate:]  Bate  is  an  obfolete  word,  fignifying  ftrife,  con- 
tention.    Stkevens. 

1  .mm.peevijh—']   Peevi/b  Is  foolifh.     So  in  Cymbellnei  A&.  II : 
*«  —  he's  ftrange  and  peev'tfo.^     Stkxvens. 

I  believe,  this  is  one  of  dame  Quckly*s  blunders,  and  that  ihe  means 
prutfe.    Malone. 

^'^  a  great  round  beard,  &c.]  See  a  note  on  AT.  Henry  V.  A6i. 
JII.  fc.vi:  «  And  what  a  beard  of  the  general's  cut,  &c.**    Malone* 

a  ^m  a  little  yrtt  face,]  Wee^  in  the  northern  dialect,  fignifies  very 
little.     Collins. 

On  the  authority  of  the  quarto,  16 19,  we  might  be  led  to  read— 
V)hey  face  :  <<  *-fomewhat  of  a  weakly  man,  and  has  as  it  were  a  ^ubcf 
coloured  beard."  Macbeth  calls  one  of  the  meJTengers  w^^-face.  St  E  e  v. 

3  — ^tf  Q.\\Xi' colour  d  heard."}  Cain  and  Judas,  in  the  tapefhries  and  pic- 
tures of  old,  were  reprefented  with jr^i/ow  beards.     Theobald. 

In  an  age,  when  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  nation  could  read,  ideas  were 
frequently  borrowed  from  reprefentations  in  painting  or  tapeflry.  A 
(<iffe.colour'd  beard  however,  [the  reading  of  the  quarto,)  might  fignify 
a  beard  of  the  colour  of  cane,  i.  e.  a  fickly  yellowy  for  ^r<nt;-coloured 
beards  are  mentioned  in  the  Midfummer  Night* $  Drtmm,     Steeven^ 

The  words  of  the  quarto,  —a  w^f^-colourM  beard,  ftrongly  favour 
t)us  reading)  for  whey  and  cane  are  nearly  of  the  fame  colour.  M  alon  x* 

P  3  Sim, 
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Sim.  Ay,  forfooth :  but  he  is  as  tall  a  man  of  his  hands^, 
as  any  is  between  this  and  his  head  ;  he  hath  fboght  with 
a  warrener. 

^ick.  How  fay  you  ? — O,  I  (hould  remember  him ; 
Poes  he  not  hold  up  his  head,  as  it  were  ?  and  ftrat  in 
his  gait? 

Sim.  Yes,  indeed,  does  he. 

^ick.  Well,  heaven  fend  Anne  Page  no  worfe  fortune ! 
Tellmafter  paribn  Evans,  I  will  do  what  I  can  for  your 
mailer :  Anne  is  a  good  girl,  and  I  wiih — 

Re-enter  Rugby. 

Rttg.  Out,  alas!  here  comes  my  mailer. 

^ck.  We  ihallall  be  ihent  * :  Run  in  here,  good  yoan^ 
man ;  eo  into  this  clofet.  [Shuts  Simple  in  the  cU/et.] 
He  willnot  ilay  long.-— What,  John  Rugby  !  John,  what, 
John,  I  fay!  — Go,  John,  go  enquire  for  my  mailer;  I 
doubt,  he  be  not  well,  that  he  comes  no;  home: — an  J 
i^oivn,  douun,  ado^wn-a^,  &C.  [Sings^ 

Enter  DoSor  Caius^, 

Caius.  Vat  is  you  fmg  ?  I  do  not  like  defe  toys  ;   Pray 

you, 

4  —  tff  tall  a  man  cf  his  bandsy']  Perhaps  thii  is  an  allufion  to  the 
joclcy  meafure,  fo  many  bards  cigb,  ufed  by  grooms  when  fpeaking  of 
horfes.  Tail,  in  our  author's  time,  fignificd  not  only  height  of  ftature, 
but  ftoutnefs  of  body.     The  ambiguity  of  the  phrafe  feems  intended. 

Pk«ct, 

Whatever  may  be  the  origin  of  this  phrafe,  it  is  very  ancient,  being 
ufed  by  Gower.      De  ConfeHione  Amantis,  lib.  v.  fol.   Ii8.  b. 
•«  A  worthic  knight  was  of  bis  bonde^ 
*<  There  was  none  fuch  in  all  the  londe/*     Steevens. 

Dr.  Percy's  account  of  the  origin  of  this  phrafe  can  hardly  be  juft; 
for  **  z  proper  man  of  his  hands"  was  likewile  a  phrafeof  our  author^! 
uge;  and  that  cannot  allude  to  the  meafure  of  horfes.     Malone. 

s  —  we  /hall  all  hz  /bent  :j  i.  e.  fcolded,  roughly  treated.  St e evens. 

^  —  and  down,  doivn,  adoivn-a,  ^cc]  To  deceive  her  mailer,  flic 
fings  as  if  at  her  work.     Sir  J.  Hawkins. 

'i^his  appears  to  have  been  the  burden  of  feme  fong  then  well  known. 
Iti  Every  woman  in  her  Humour t  1609,  ^*K"*  ^-  '•  one  of  the  chatac- 
ten  fays,  *•  Hey,  good  boyesi'faithj  now  a  threcmans  fong,  or  the  old 
diivne  adotore  y  well,  things   mud   be    as  they  may;    Jlcc.*'     Reed. 

7  Enter  D^hor  Caius.J  Dr.  John  Caius  was  a  celebrated  phyfician 

ia 
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you,  go  and  vetch  me  in  my  clofet  un  dottier  'verd^  ;  a 
box,  a  green-a  box;  Do  intend  vat  I  fpeak?  a  green-a 
box. 

%/Vi.  Ay,  fprfooth,  Pll  fetch  it  you.  I  am  glad  he 
went  not  in  himfelf :  if  he  had  found  the  young  man,  ho 
would  have  been  horn-mad.  [Jfide. 

Cuius.  Fe,  fe,  fe,  fe!  mafoi,  il  fait  fort  cbaud.  Je 
m*en  vais  a  la  Cour, — la  grande  affaire, 

^ick^  Is  it  this.   Sir. 

Caius.  Ouy  ;  meite  ie  au  mon  po<;ket ;  Depecbe,  quick- 
ly : — Vere  is  dac  knave  Rugby  ? 

^ick.  What,  John  Rugby  !  John ! 

Rug,  Here,  Sir. 

Caius,  You  are  John  Rugby,  and  you  are  Jack  Rugby : 
Come,  take-a  your  rapier,  and  come  after  my  heel  to  de 
court. 

Rug,  'Tis  ready.  Sir,  here  in  the  porch. 

Caius,  By  my  tyot,  I  tarry  too  long:  — Od's  me  ! 
^u^aifoublie  ?  dcre  is  fome  fimples  in  my  clo(et,  dat  1 
vill  not  for  the  varld  I  (hall  leave  behind. 

^ick.  Ah  me  !  he'll  find  the  young  man  there,  and  be 
mad^ 

Gaius.  O  diahUt  diahU!  vat  is  in  my  clofet  ?— Villainy  ! 
larQH  I  [pulling  St'im^Xt  out ,"]  Rugby,  my  rapier. 

in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  founder  of  Caius  college,  ia 
Cambridge.  He  was  born  in  icio,  and  died  in  1567:  He  is  faid  to 
have  written  a  great  part  of  Grafton's  Chronicle.     Malonk. 

It  has  been  thought  ftran^e,  that  our  author  (hould  take  the  name 
of  Ca'iui  for  his  Frenchman  in  this  comedy }  but  Shakfpeare  was  little 
acquainted  with  literary  hiftory ;  and  without  doubt,  from  his  unufual 
name,  fuppofcd  him  to  have  bieen  a  foreign  quack.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  doOor  was  hande4  down  as  a  kind  of  Roficrucian :  Mr.  Ames  had 
inMf.   one  of  tht  **  fecret  H^ritings  cf  Dr.  Caiut,'*     Farmi*. 

This  character  of  Dr.  Caius  might  have  been  drawn  from  the  life  ; 
9Li\nJackiof  Dover's  Sljtefi  of  Enquirie,  i6o4»  (perhaps  a  republica- 
tion) a  ftory  called  the  Fw>U  ofWinJor  begins  thus :  "  Upon  a  time  there 
was  in  fVtnfer  a  certaine  Ample  outlandifbt  doffor  of  pbjifieke,  belonging 
tothedeane,    &c.**     Steevens. 

8  .^  IT  If  hoirifr  verd  j]  Bettier  in  French  fignifies  a  cafe  of  furgeoni 
inftruments.     Grey. 

I  believe  it  rather  means  a  box  of  falvt,  or  cafe  to  hold  frnplei^  for 
which  Calut  profeH'es  to  feck.    SrixvxNs. 

P  4  ^ick. 
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dV  J,.  '.  -rt?-.-^  iliil  I  iccanrjEx:-*? 

Cm%:.  V^'  f.-^'os  Kfifi  lEU  dB2K  zrrriafe?  doe 

i»  Wj  U3UB±  3^2.  I^  £^  Cab£  il:  JET  caoKS. 

',«.  A/,  iixMci,  ts  dare Lcr ix>— 

C^/^;.  ?^ic*-i  ;rjtr  cacg^e : — Spcak-i  yoor  talr. 

'Urn.  To  ixiizz  thii  bey- tit  gcriLcroaza,  jnoiir  aaid, 
t6  fpeak  a  good  k  crc  to  aiisreii  Axuie  Page  Hot  mj  maia 
IP  d»e  way  of  nurna^e. 

^uk.  Thn  l\  air,  indeed,  la;  be:  1*11  ne^crpot  mj 
in%cr  in  the  Bre,  aad  need  DOt. 

Ca/u; .  Sir  Hjg'u{*^r.i~z  yt>j  ? — Rcgby ,  haiUrz  me  fixne 
papf:  r  :  T a  rr/  >  ou  a  1  i : t: ?  -  a  w,  n:  1  c .  [  =u:r::a. 

2{utik.  I  :.m  glad  he  is  (b  quiet:  if  he  had  bcea  tao- 
tfAi'^tily  moved,  y-vj  fhr^Id  have  heard  him  (o  loud,  and 
(o  nj':Iancholy ; — But  not vtithitan ding,  nun,  I'll  do  your 
mailer  wh'^t  gryxi  I  can  :  and  the  very  yea  and  the  no  is, 
the  French  Doctor,  my  mailer,--!  may  call  him  my  maftcr, 
I^Kik  you,  for  1  keep  his  houfe;  and!  wafh,  wring,  brew, 
bake,  fcoar,  drefs  meat  and  drink  '^,  make  the  beds,  and 
do  all  myMf; — 

Stm.  *Ti«  a  great  charge,  to  come  under  one  body's 
hand. 

i^uick.  Are  you  avis'd  o'  that  ?  you  (hall  find  it  a  great 
charge:  and  to  be  up  early,  and  down  late; — but  not- 
wiihflanding,  (to  tell  you  in  your  ear;  I  would  have  no 
word*  of  it;)  my  mailer  himfclf  is  in  love  with  millrefs 
Anne  Paj^c:  but  notwithftanding  that,  — I  know  Anne's 
mind,— that's  neither  here  nor  there. 

Cttius.   You  jack'nape  ;  givc-a  dis  letter  to  Sir  Hugh  ; 

9  ..  dffft  meat  artJ  drink,]  Dr.  Warburton  thought  the  word  ilrhk 
oiij'hf  to  he  cxjiunxcd  ;  hut  by  (irink  Dame  Quickly  might  have  in- 
tf  mlril  |>ot4^<'  and  loup,  of  which  her  mailer  may  be  fuppufedto  have 
been  it  lunu  as  the  lell  of  htH  countrymen*     Malonz. 

4  ^y 
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by  gar,  it  is  a  fhallenge :  I  vill  cut  his  troat  in  de  park  s 
and  I  vill  teadi  a  fcurvy  jack-a<nape  prieft  to  meddle  Or 
make :— joa  may  be  gone ;  it  it  not  good  yon  tarry  k.^'e : 
by  gar»  I  vill  cut  all  his  two  ftonei ;  by  gar,  he  (hall  not 
have  a  done  to  trow  at  his  dog.  [Exit  Simple* 

^uick.  Alas,  he  fpeaks  but  for  his  friend* 

Casus.  It  is  no  matter^a  for  dat  :-^o  not  you  tell-a  me 
dat  I  fhall  have  Anne  Page  formyfclf? — by  gar,  I  vill 
kill  de  Jack  pricft* ;  and  I  have  appointed  mine  hoft  of  ^/ 
Jarttrrt  to  meafure  our  weapon  ;»^by  gar  I  vill  myfielf 
have  Anne  Page. 

^ick.  Sir,  die  maid  loves  you,  and  all  (hall  be  well : 
we  muH  give  folks  leave  to  prate :  What,  the  good-jer '  I 

Caius.  Rugby,  come  to  the  court  vit  me  ;*— By  gar, 
if  I  have  not  Anne  Page,  1  (hall  turn  your  head  out  of 
my  door  :^--Follow  my  heels,  Rugby. 

[Exfuut  Caivs  and KvG^Tm 

^ick.  You  (hall  have  Ann  fix>rs-head*of  your  own. 
No,  I  know  Anne's  mind  for  that :  never  a  woman  in 
Windfor  knows  more  of  Anne's  mind  than  I  do ;  nor  can 
do  more  than  I  do  with  her,  I  thank  heaven. 

Fitit,  ['within.']  Who's  within  there,  ho? 

Siuick.  Who's  there>  I  trow  ?  Come  near  the  houfe>  I 
pray  you. 

Enter  f^KTQV. 

Fen.  How  now>  good  woman ^  how  do(l  thou? 

*  —  </r  Jack  ptiefi ;]  Jack  in  our  author's  time  was  a  term  of  con* 
tempt:  So.  idLXxcyJack,  Uc.  Stc K. Henry I^.  P.I.  Ad.  III.  fc.iii. 
**  The  priQcejs  ^J^ck^  a  (deak-cup  »'*  %^  Much  Ado  about  Hathiag^ 
A^\.  fci.  <<•«  do  you  play  the  flouting  ^tfcAf**    Malonx. 

'  WbtLt^  tbt  good  jer  f]  Mrs.  Quicldy  Scarcely  ev«r  pronounces  a 
hard  word  rightly.  G^d-jer  and  Go$d'year  were  in  our  anthor*i  time 
comnnon  corruptions  of  goujerti  i.e.  morbut  GaUicus\  and  in  the 
books  of  th»t  age  the  word  is  as  often  wcitcea  one  way  as  the  other. 

MAL.ONC. 

&  You  (hall  have^fl  foolVhead— ]  Mrs.  Quickly,  I  believe,  intend  a 
a  quibble  between  «ffif,  founded  broad,  and  o/r«,  which  was  formerly 
<fomtim:s  pronounced  an,  or  with  nearly  the  fame  found.  In  the 
JScottiih  dialed  9ne  is  written,  and  I  fuppofe  pronounced,  uu^^-la 
1603,  was  publiibed  *<  Ane^ftrit  excellent  and  delegable  Trcatife,  in- 
titulit  Pi^i/orwji**  &Ci     Malokx* 

Vol.  I.  P  5  ^ti'ci. 


teen,   !rc  -^  f:' 

■Mr'  r-r  ::iiK ;  ja  se  lase  1x7  T^'cr  zt  aij  bdiaZf : 

T-jtt/  x'jr'^  5  vrxt.  c£  zzjt  inn,  rt«  zsn  rise  « 

/>?<;.  'A'r. ' ,  firewe^ ;  J  an  in  ^rcxi  ri^r  dov. 

1'.  r#,  f  ireme':  io  70CX  wcriip, — ^Tr=Iy,  aa 
j^f^r.  ^.T.a'. ;  D-it  A- ^e  Icrres  fila  no:  ;  for  I  kcow 
/r,tr.  :J  2 1 « til  ai  asct&er  docs : — Oat  upoa*:,  what 


re  kzTT 

[£*r>. 

iiooef 

A  one*! 

hare  I 

I  Ex  It. 


ACT     II.      SCENE    I. 

Be/ore  Page's  //c^/J. 

^/r//r  Mtftrejs  Pace,  w/Vit  «  i!r///r. 

A/m. /*/»^/.  What,  have  I  'fcaped  love-letters  in  the 

holy-iUv  time  of  my  beauty,  and  am  I  now  a  fubjed  for 

(Kctfl  i  Let  me  fee  :  [rtads^ 

Ajk  mt  MO  rtajon  *why  I  lo^vejou  ;  for  though  lo^e  uft  rem" 


1  <— ^«r/«ieteft,]  She  meani— I /ror^.    Malokx. 
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Jpnfor  bis  frectfiaftf  be  admits  bim  not  for  bis  couu/eUor^  : 
You  are  not  young,  no  more  am  I }  go  to  then,,  there^s  Jym^ 
pat  by  :  you  are  merry ,  fo  am  1 1  Ha  !  ba  !  tben  tbere*» 
more  fympatby  :  you  Io*ve  Jack,  and  fo  do  1  \  Would  you 
defer e  better  Jympatby  ?  Let  it  fuffice  tbee,  miftrefs  Page, 
(attbe  leafty  if  the  lo*ve  ofafofdier  canfuffice^)  that  I  lo*v$ 
thee.  I  nviii  not  fay,  pity  me,  *tis  not  a  foldier^like  pbrafei 
but  J  fay,  lo^eme,     Byrne, 

Thine  own  true  knigbt. 

By  day  or  night'''. 

Or  any  kind  of  light. 

With  all  his  might. 

For  thee  to  fight,  John  Falftaff. 

What  a  Herod  of  Jewry  is  this  ? — O  wicked,  wicked 
world !— one  that  is  well-nigh  worn  to  pieces  with  age,  to 
fhow  himfelf  a  young  gallant  \  What  an  unweigh'd  be«^ 
haviour  ^  hath  tiiis  Flemifh  drunkard  pick'd  (with  the 
devil's  name)  out  of  my  converfation,  that  he  dares  in 
this  manner  afiay  me  ?  Why,  he  hath  not  been  thrice  in 
my  company! — What  fhoddlfayto  him .^-^I  was  then 
frueal  of  my  mirth: — heaven  forgive  me  ! — ^Why  I'll  ex- 
hibit a  bill  in  the  parliament  for  the  putting  down  of  fat 

I  i.1^  though  hvt  ufi  reajon^-or  hit  precifian,  ht  admitt  htm  not  for  bis 
counfiUort"]  By  precifian,  is  meant  one  who  pretends  to  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  virtue  and  fanfiity.  On  which  account  they 
save  this  name  to  the  puritans  of  that  time.     Waebubton. 

Of  this  word  ]  do  not  fee  any  meaning  that  is  very  appofite  to  the 
prefent  intention.  Perhaps  Falftaft'  faid,  Though  love  ufe  reafon  for  bit 
phyficianj  he  admits  him  not  fttr  hit  counftllor.  This  will  be  plain  fenfe« 
Aik  not  the  reafon  of  my  love  j  the  bufinefs  of  reafon  is  not  to  affift  love, 
but  to  cure  it.  There  mav  however  be  this  meanmg  in  the  prefent  read- 
ing. Though  love,  when  he  would  fubmit  to  regulation,  may  ufe  reafon 
at  hit  precifian,  or  director  in  nice  cafes,  yet  when  he  is  only  eager  to 
attain  his  end,  he  takes  not  reafon  for  his eounfdlor,    Johnson. 

Dr.  Johnfon  wiOies  to  read  ptyfician\  and  this  conjedure  becomes 
almoft  a  certainty  from  a  line  in  ourauthor^s  147th  fonnet  t 

<*  My  reafon  tht  fhjfician  to  my  love.  Sec**    Fabmkb. 

*  Thine  ov/n  true  knigbt. 

By  day  or  night  ]  This  expreflion,  which  is  ludicroufly  employed  by 
Falftatf,  anciently  meant,  at  all  times.     Stxsvxns. 

)  ffl)at  an  untoeigh*d  behaviour—'']  It  has  been  fuggefted  to  me  that 
vre  (houid  read-i^ar.    Stievxns. 

men. 
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sex*.     Hov  fidJCl  K  rcvajefiOBimBf  ft 
«riXi  be,  u  iort  tf  ioft  gas  are  sade 

Jifrj«  /"ir/.  Maire^  Page!  trci  bic,  i  was  soiag  ai 

Uri.  FAg€.  Aatd,  tral  ar«  I  was  cobubs  to  foa.  Toi 
look  rcnrul. 

J/r;.  /c^^.  Nar,  IH  Dt*er  belkre  tkat ;  1  hare  » 

fccTA'  to  tlie  contranr. 

^''Z'  ^^<s<«  'Faitiiy  but  job  do,  in  mr  mimL 

Mrt,  F^d,  WcU,  I  do  then ;  jet,  I  ikj,  I  could  (hov 
jNM  to  L&e  coairuy :  0»  mifiras  Page  gire  one  lone 
conniel! 

Mn.  Page.  What's  the  matter,  troouui  ? 

Mrs.  F^rd.  O  vraman»  if  it  were  not  for  one  tiiiiBg 
fefpcAf  I  could  come  to  fach  hoooor ! 

Mrt,  Page,  Hang  the  trifle,  woman ;  take  the  honoar: 
What  if  it  r— difpcnfc  with  trifles  ; — what  is  it? 

Mrs.  Ford,  If  I  would  but  go  to  hell  for  an  eternal 
moment,  or  To,  I  could  be  knighted. 

4  ^•/«r  thi  putting  d<pwn  9/  fat  men.]  The  word  fat^  whkk 
fecnn  fo  have  ttcn  inadvertently  omitted  in  the  folio,  was  reftoied  by 
Mr.  Tlieoluld  from  the  auarto,  where  the  correfpooding  fpccch  rons 
ihui :  «<  Wetl,  I  /hall  truft/tf/  men  theworfe,  while  I  live,  for  his  fake. 
O  Gf>d  \  that  I  knew  how  to  be  revenged  of  him  !*'*— Dr.  Johnfoo, 
liowever,  thinks  that  the  infertJon  is  unneceiTary,  as  «  Mrs.  Page 
might  naturally  enough,  in  the  firft  heat  of  her  anger,  rail  at  the  fex  for 
the  Tattlt  of  one.'*  But  the  authority  of  the  original  fketch  in  quarto, 
■Jtd  Mrs.  I'agc'i  frequent  mention  of  the  ftze  o{  her  lover  in  the  play  as  it 
now  ilandi,  in  my  opinion  fully  warrant  the  correflion  that  has  been 
niadr.  Our  author  well  knew  that  bills  are  brought  into  parliament 
flit  (ontc  purpofe  that  at  leall  appears  praflicabU,  Mrs.  Page  therefore 
In  her  pa/Iiun  might  exhibit  a  bill  for  the  putting  down  or  deflroying 
tncn  of  a  particular  defcription ;  but  Shakfpeare  would  never  havemade 
lier  threaten  to  introduce  a  bill  to  eAc^  an  imfoJfibUity ;  viz.  the  exter* 
minaiicwi   of  the  whole  fpecies. 

'I'hrrt*.  is  no  error  more  frequent  at  the  prefs  than  the  omiHion  of  wrords. 
In  a  rtieet  of  this  work  now  before  me,  there  was  an  outy  (as  it  is  termed 
jn  the  piiating-houfey)  that  is,  a  paflage  omitted,  of  no  lefs  than  ten 
lint's.     Ill  every  flieet  fome  words  are  at  firft  omitted. 

The  exprellion,  pniting  dovfn,  it  a  common  phraie  of  our  municipal 
Uw.    Malons. 

Mri. 
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Mrs.  Page.  What?-thou  licft  !— Sir  Alice  Ford  I— 
Thefe  knights  will  hack ;  and  fo  thou  ihould'fl  not  alter 
the  article  of  thy  gentry  '. 

Mrs.  Ford.  We  burn  day-light  ^ : — ^here,  read,  read  ; 
-Hrperceive  how  I  might  be  knighted. — ^I  fhall  think  the 
worfe  of  fat  men,  as  long  as  I  have  an  eye  to  make  dif- 
ference of  men's  liking :  And  yet  he  would  not  fwear ; 
prais'd  women's  modelly:  and  gave  fuch  orderly  and 
well-behaved  reproof  to  all  uncomelinefs,  that  I  would 
have  fwom  his  difpofition  would  have  gone  to  the  truth  of 
his  words :  but  they  do  no  more  adhere,  and  keep  place 
together,  than  the  hundredth  pfalm  to  the  tune  of  Green 

5  fflat  T-^tbou  Uift  /  Sir  AFice  Ford  l-^Tbefe  knights^  tr;7/  hack  j 
mndfo  tbou  Jbculdfi  net  alter  the  article ef  tby  gentry.'^  It  it  not  irapofli- 
ble  that  Shakfpeare  meant  hy^^tbefe  knigbt  will  back-'-^tit  knights 
wiil  foon  become  backney'd  chara£len.«— So  many  knights  were  made 
about  the  time  this  play  was  amplified  f  for  the  pafTage  Is  neither  In  the 
copy  1602,  nor  1619,)  that  fuch  a  ftroke  of  fatire  might  not  have  been 
onjuftly  thrown  In.     Steevzns. 

Thcfe  knights  will  back,  (that  Is,  become  cheap  and  mlgar,)  and 
therefore  (he  advifes  her  friend  not  to  fully  her  gentry  by  becoming  one. 
The  whole  of  this  difcourfe  about  knighthood  Is  added  /ince  the  firft 
cdltwnof  this  play  [in  1601]  i  and  therefore  I  fufpcA  this  Is  an  ob» 
Uque  reflcdion  on  the  prodigality  of  James  !•  in  be/lowing  thefe  ho- 
nours*    Blackstonk. 

Sir  W.  Blackflone  fuppofes  that  the  order  of  Baronets  (created  In  161 1 ) 
%as  llkewife  alluded  to.  I  have  omitted  that  part  of  his  note,  becaufe 
it  appears  to  me  highly  probable  that  our  author  amplified  the  play  before 
ut  at  an  earlier  period.  See  j^a  Att:mft  to  afcertain  tbe  order  c/Sbak" 
Jfeare^i  plays,  ante.  Article,  Merry  ff^rves  of  fVtndfcr. 

Between  the  time  of  King  James's  arrival  at  Berwick  In  April  1603, 
and  die  zd  of  May,  he  made  two  hundred  and  thirty-feven  knights; 
and  in  the  July  following  between  three  and  four  hundred.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  play  before  us  was  enlarged  in  that  or  the  fubfequenC 
year,  when  this  ftroke  of  fatire  muft  have  been  highly  reltflied  by  the 
audience. 

By  "  thefe  knights  will  hack**  may  have  been  meant,— Thefe 
unworthy  knights  of  the  prefent  day  will  be  degraded  by  having  their 
fpurs  backed  otf'y  the  puniflinient  (as  Dr.  Johnfon  has  obfervcd)  of  a 
recreant  or  undcfer\ing  knight*.  Malon£. 

6  ff^e  burn  dayligbt ;]  i.  e.  we  are  wafting  time  in  idle  talk,  when 
we  ought  to  read  the  letter;  refembling  thofe,  who  wafte  candles  by 
burning  them  in  the  day-time.  So,  In  Romeo  and  Juliet  (the  quotation 
is  Mr.  Steevens's)  : 

**  We  wade  our  lights  lo  vain^  like  Umpt  by  dtj^    Ma lon e. 

Slee'ties. 
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Pijt.  With  liver  burning  hot :  Prevent^  or  go  thoa. 
Like  Sir  Adbeon  he,  with  Ring-wood  at  thy  heels  :— » 
O^  odioQs  is  the  name  ! 

fffTi/,  Whatname,  Sir? 

Frfi.  The  horn,  I  fay  :  Farewel. 
Take  heed  ;  have  open  eye ;  far  thieres  do  foot  by  night: 
Take  heed,  ere  fummer  comes,  or  cackoo-binis  dofiftg.— 
Awaty,  fir  corporal  Nym.— 
Believe  it.   Page;  he  fpeaks  fcnfe'.         lExit  Pistol. 

Fori/.  I  will  be  patient ;  I  will  find  oat  this. 

Nym.  And  this  is  trae ;  [ta  Page.]  I  like  mjt  the  hn- 
moor  of  lying.  He  hath  wrong'd  me  hi  fome  humours : 
I  fhould  have  borne  the  humour'd  letter  to  her ;  but  I  ha^e 
a  fword,  and  it  ihall  bite  upon  my  necefficy  *.  He  loves 
your  wife ;  there's  the  fhort  and  the  long.  My  pame  is 
corporal  Nym ;  I  fpeak,  and  I  avouch.  'Tis  true  >— 
my  name  is  Nym,  and  Falf!afF loves  your  wife. — Adiea ! 
I  love  not  the  humour  of  bread  and  chcefe  ;  and  there's 
the  humour  of  it.     Adiea.  [Exit  'Nym, 

than  the  other ;  and  therefore  I  have  followed  the  modem  editors  ii 
preferring  it.     Ma  lone. 

5  Fordfpfrpfrd.]  This  is  perhaps  a  ridicule  on  a  pallage  in  theoU 
comedy  o{  Cambyfii : 

"  My  fapient  words,  I  fay,  perpend*^* 

Again:   •'  My  queen,  perpend  whsit  1  pronounce.** 
ShaJcfpparc  has  put  the  fame  word  into  the  mouth  of  Polonius.  Steit. 

'  Beile've  it.  Page,  he  fpeakt  fenfc]  Dr.  Johnfon  thought  that 
the  preceding  word,  «<  Nym",  was  only  a  dcHgnatlon  of  the  fpeaker,  and 
that  thcfc  words  belonged  to  hira.  Mr.  Stce\ens*s  note  /hews  that  he 
was  millakcn.  Dr.  Farmer  would  read — r>elievc  it  Page,  he  fpeaks  j 
i.e.  Page,  believes  what  he  fays.     Malone. 

Ford  and  I'iftol,  Pcige  and  Nym,  enter  in  pairs,  each  pair  in  feparate 
convcrfatfon  ;  and  while  Piftol  is  informing  Ford  of  FalftafTs  defign  upon 
his  wife,  Nym  is,  during  that  time,  talkmg  afide  to  Page,  and  giving 
Information  of  the  like  plot  againft  ;&/»;.— When  Piflol  has  finiihrd,  he 
culls  out  to  Nym  to  come  a'zvcy  ;  but  feeing  that  he  and  Page  are  ftill 
\n  clyfe  debate,  he  goes  oft*  alone,  firft  afTuring  Page,  he  may  depend  on 
the  trutli  ot  Nym's  ftory.  Br'.'icve  it.  Page-  Nym  then  proceeda  tn 
tell  the  rcnininder  of  his  talc  out  aloud.     And  t kit  is  true  Sec.  Stkiv. 

^  I  h.ive  aftvordy  and  it  jhall  bite  upon  ny  nece(Jity.'\  Nym,  to  gain 
credit,  favs,  that  he  is  above  the  mean  office  of  carrying  love-Iettersf 
he  has  m>blcr  means  of  living;  he  hai  a  fivord,  and  upon  bis  necefity^ 
th«t  is,  xvkttt  his  pctd  dr'tvti  bim  to  unlaivful  exptditnts^  hisfword  jkall 
httn     JoMNtCN. 
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Page.  The  humour  o^it^t  quoth  'a!  hcre*s  a  fellovr 
frights  humour  out  of  his  wits. 

Ford.  I  will  feek  out  FalftafF. 

Page.  I  never  heard  fuch  a  (irawling^  affefting  rogue. 

Ford.  If  I  do  find  it,  well. 

Page.  I  will  not  believe  fuch  a  Cataian',  though  the 
prieft  o*  the  town  commended  him  for  a  true  man.* 

9  The  humour  of  it  A  The  following  epigram,  taken  from  an  old  col- 
lection without  date)  out  apparently  printed  before  the  year  1600,  will 
bed  account  for  Nym's  frequent  repetition  of  the  word  humour,  £pig«  ^'!* 

A(ke  HuMOBS  what  a  feather  he  doth  weare. 

It  is  his  humour  (by  the  Lord)  heMl  fweare  j 

Or  what  he  doth  with  fuch  a  horfe-taile  locke. 

Or  why  upon  a  whore  he  fpends  his  ftocke,— 

He  hath  a  humour  doth  determine  fo  : 

Why  in  the  ftop-throte  fafhion  he  doth  goc, 

With  fcarfe  about  his  necke,  hat  without  band,-^ 

It  is  his  humour.     Sweet  fir,  undcrftand, 

What  caufe  his  purfe  it  fo  extream^  diAred 

That  oftentimes  is  fcarcely  penny- bleftj 

Only  a  humour.    If  you  queftion,  why 

His  tongue  is  ne^er  unfumifhM  with  a  Iye,«- 

It  is  his  humour  too  he  doth  proteft  : 

Or  why  with  feijeants  he  is  fo  oppreft. 

That  like  to  ghofts  they  haunt  him  evVie  day  ; 

A  rafcal  humour  doth  not  love  to  pay. 

Object  why  bootes  and  fpurres  are  ftill  in  feafon^ 

His  humour  anfwers,  humour  is  his  reafon. 

If  you  perceive  his  wits  in  wetting  flirunke, 

It  Cometh  of  a  humour  to  be  drunke. 

When  you  behold  his  lookes  pale,  thin,  and  poore> 

The  occaAon  is,  his  humour  and  a  whoore : 

And  every  thing  that  he  doth  undertake, 

Itisaveine,  for  fencelefs  ^siRO0r*s  fake.  Stxxvzns. 
*  Ivf'til  not  believe  fuch  a  Catalan,]  A  Catalan  (from  Cataia  or 
Cathay f  the  ancient  name  of  China)  feeros  to  have  been  a  cant  term  of 
reproach  in  our  author*8  time,  denoting  a  Jharper.  Mr.  Theobald 
thinks  it  meant  a  boafler ;  Dr.Warburton  a  liar,  «  from  thofe  who  told 
incredible  wonders  of  this  new-difcovercd  empire  :''  Dr/Johnfon's  ex- 
planation iS)— «  This  fellow  hath  fuch  an  odd  appearance,  is  fo  unlike 
a  man  civilized  and  taught  the  duties  of  life,  that  I  cannot  credit  him 
on  any  tcHimony  of  his  veracity.— To  be  a  foreigner  (he  adds)  was  al- 
ways in  England,  and  I  fuppofe  every  where  elfe,  a  reafon  of  diflike.**-^ 
Mr.  Steevens,  with  more  probability,  fuppofes  it  to  mean  a  thief; 
<<  the  Chincfe,  (anciently  called  Catalans)  being  faid  to  be  the  moft 
dextrous  of  all  the  nimble -fingered  tribe.**    Malon  x. 

Vol.  I.  CL  ^^^'- 
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F^ri.  TwasagoodienfiblefeOcMr*:  WeU. 

Pagt,  How  DOW,  Meg  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  Whither  go  yoo,  George  ? — Hark  yoo. 

Mrs.  Ftrd.  How  now,  fweet  Frank  I  why  art  tmxi  ar- 
lancholy  ? 

Fcrd.  I  melancholy !  I  am  not  melancholy.— Get  yoa 
home,  go. 

Mrs.  Ftd.  'Faith,  thoa  haft  ibme  crotcheU  in  thy  head 
now. — ^WiD  yoa  go,  miftreis  Page  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  Have  with  yoa. — Yoo'll  come  to  dinner, 
George  ? — ^Look,  who  comes  yonder :  ihe  Ihall  be  oor 
meflenger  to  this  paltry  knight.         [^fi^  ^*  Mrs.  Ford. 
Enter  Miftrefs  Quickly. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Tntft  me,  I  thoaght  on  her :  flie'll  fit  it. 

Mrs.  Page.  Yoa  are  come  to  fee  my  daughter  Anne  ? 

^ick.  Ay,  foriboth ;  And,  I  pray^  how  does  good  mi- 
ftrcls  Anne  ? 

Mrs,  Page.  Go  in  with  us,  and  fee ;  we  have  an  hoar's 
talk  with  you. 

[Exeunt  Mrs.  ?^gc,Mrs.  Ford,  and  Mrs.  Qgickly. 

Page.  How  now,  mailer  Ford  ? 

Ford.  You  heard  what  this  knave  told  me  ;  did  yoa 
not? 

Page.  Yes  ;  And  you  heard  what  the  other  told  me  ? 

Ford.  Do  you  think  there  u  truth  in  them  ? 

Page.  Hang  'em,  flaves !  I  do  not  think  the  knight 
would  offer  it :  but  thefe  that  accufe  him  in  his  intent 
towards  our  wives,  area  yoke  of  his  difcarded  men ;  very 
rogues,  now  they  be  out  of  fervice '. 

Ford,  Were  they  his  men  ? 

Page.  Marry,  were  they. 

Ford.  I  like  it  never  the  better  for  that.  Does  he  lie 
at  the  Garter  ? 

*  *Ttoai  a  rood  fcnfihle  feUvw  ;]  This,  and  the  two  preceding  fpeeches 
of  Ford,  are  ipokrn  to  himfelf,  and  have  no  connexion  with  the  feati- 
ments  of  Page,  who  is  likewife  making  his  comment  on  what  had  pafled, 
without  atteatioa  to  Ford.     St e evens. 

3  yitry  rogues,  riotv  they  he  oyf  of  fervice,"]  A  rogue  is  a  wanderer  or 
vaiab^nd,  and,  inits  confeijuentiiil  fignification,  a^^e^r.    JoHKaoK. 

Page. 
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Page.  Ay 9  marry,  does  he.  If  he  (hould  intend  this 
▼oyage  toward  my  wife,  I  would  torn  her  loofe  to  him  ; 
and  what  he  gets  more  of  her  than  iharp  words,  let  it  lie 
on  my  head. 

Ford,  I  do  not  mifdoubt  my  wife ;  but  I  would  be  loth 
to  turn  them  together :  A  man  may  be  too  confident :  I 
would  have  nothing  lie  on  my  head  ^ :  I  cannot  be  thus 
fatisfied. 

Page.  Look,  where  my  ranting  hoft  of  ^he  Garter 
comes :  there  is  either  liquor  in  his  pate,  or  money  in 
his  purfe,  when  he  looks  fo  merrily.— 'How,  now,  ^ine 
hoft? 

Enter  Hoft,  and  Shall  o w. 

Hoft.  How,  now,  bully-rook?  thouVt  a;  gentleman: 
cavafero-juftice,  I  fa^. 

Sbal.  I  follow,  mine  hoft,  I  follow. — Good  even,  and 
twenty,  good  mafter  Page !  Mafter  Page,  will  you  go 
with  us  ?   we  have  (port  in  hand. 

Hoft.  Tell  him,  cavalero-juftice ;  tell  him,  bully-rook  I 

Sbal.  Sir,  there  is  a  fra^  to  be  fought,  between  Jir  Hugh 
the  Welch  prieft,  and  Caius  the  French  dodor. 

Ford.  Good  mine  hoft  o'  the  Garter,  a  word  with  you. 

Hoft.  What  fay'ft  thou,  bully-rook  ?         [They  go  afide. 

Sbal.  Will  vou  Uo  Page"]  go  with  us  to  behold  it  ?  My 
merry  hoft  hath  had  the  meafuring  of  their  weapons  ;  and, 
I  think,  hath  appointed  them  contrary  places :  for,  be- 
lieve me,  I  hear,  the  parfon  is  no  jefter.  Hark,  I  will 
tell  you  what  our  fport  mall  be. 

Hofi.  Haft  thou  no  fuit  againft  my  knight,  my  gueft« 
cavalier? 

Ford.  None,  I  proteft :  but  I'll  give  you  a  pottle  of 
burnt  fack  to  give  me  recourfe  to  him,  and  tell  iiim,  my 
name  is  Brook ' ;  only  for  a  jeft. 

Hoft.  My  hand,  bully :  thou  fhalt  have  egrefs  and  re- 

4  I  would  have  nothing  lie  on  my  head:!  Here  feemt  to  l>e  an  tUufioA 
to  Shakfpeare's  favourite  coplcic,  the  cuckold's  hornt.     Malonb. 

i  ...  and  tell  himf  my  name  is  Brook  i]  The  folio  readt— >^rMai.  TIm 
trueiuine  was  recorered  from  the  quarto  by  Mr«  Theobald*  Malowb. 

Q^a  grefs  t 
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^rti! ;  u:d  I  »eli :  aai  t^  szbc  ihzH  be  Bnnk :  It  u « 
mtT'y  £,T.':^hz. — Will  voc  fo  as-bcsn  •  ? 

ii^tf/.  HiTe  m-iti  too,  in:oc  kift. 

Page.  I  £are  hard,  tac  f  rcadu&an  badi  good  ftSl  ia 
hh  ripier\ 

5^iz/.  Tat,  £r,  I  codi  bare  to!d  too  more :  In  thde 
tsjim  700  EizA  on  diiasce.  yocr  poies,  tocndw,  and  I 
ItnoHT  HOC  what :  't?i  tcs  liean,  mafier  Page  ;  'tis  here, 
'tiv  here.     I  hare  feen  toe  txme^  isith  mj  loog  fvocd*,  I 

wooU 

*  H^tH  jcu  gi  aa-faen  ?]  There  caa  be  do  dcnbt  thit  thu  pad&feit 
comtpl,  rcrhm^  wt  ibatlA  rt*dt — WMyougasmd htr  msf  So^'m^ 
nat  FafC'— ^  1  had  rather  ^mt  tUm  feold  daa  %ht.**    if  alovi. 

The  isemr  Hoft  has  aJiudv  Cilutc4  tken  ftfacfttdj  bj  titles  of  £- 
iHiiAioa ;  he  therefore  probably  now  addicifa  them  coUednPclj  by  a 
(cneral  oae  ■  WU/  /««  gt  m^  heroes  ?  or»  as  peobably  WiUyvm  gt  n% 
>teartt  }  He  callt  Dr.  Cahu  Htfrf  e/  Elder  \  and  adds,  in  a  fab£e^ucBC 
iccAC  of  this  piay ,  Farmtlif  my  besrti.     Stekveks. 

7  ..  in  ^if  rafter, '\  In  the  old  quarto  here  fiallow  thele  words  : 

f  hat,  I  tcl2  )ou  wnaty  mafler  Page  j  1  believe  thedodor  is  no  jefier; 
fie'Il  i^y  it  one  [onj ;  for  though  we  be  joftices  and  do^n  and 
churchmen,  yet  we  are  the  ions  of  women*  mafter  Page* 

Page,  True,  mailer  Shallow. 

i'.bal.  It  will  be  found  lo^  mafterPage. 

Page*  Mailer  Shallow,  you  yourfelf  have  been  a  great  fighter, though 
now  a  man  of  peace. 

Part  of  this  dialogue  is  found  afterwards  in  the  third  fceneof  the  pre- 
Icfit  ^€t }  but  It  feemi  more  proper  here,  to  introduce  what  Shallow  iays 
of  the  prowefs  of  his  youfh.     Maloke. 

*  —  OTjr  UftgftuorJf'^  Before  the  introdu^on  of  rapiers,  the  fwords 
in  ufe  were  of  an  enormous  length,  and  fometimcs  raifed  with  both 
hands.  Shallow,  with  an  old  man's  vanity,  cenfures  the  innovation  by 
which  lighter  weapons  were  introduced,  tells  what  he  could  once  have 
done  with  his  /ongfword,  and  ridicules  the  terms  and  rules  of  the  ra- 
pier.    Johnson. 

Dr.  johnfon's  explanation  of  the  iorrg  /word  is  certainly  right;  for 
tlie  early  quarto  leads— my  two  -  hand  i^oid  i  fo  that  they  appear  to 
have  been  iynonymous. 

Carlcfon,  in  his  Thankful  R<memtratice  •/  God*t  Merely  i625,fpeak* 
ing  of  the  treachery  of  one  Rowland  York,  in  betraymg  the  town  of 
Dcventer  to  the  Spaniards  in  1 587,  lays  ;  ''  he  was  a  Londoner,  famous 
among  the  Cntttn  in  his  time,  for  bringing  in  a  new  kind  of  fight,— to 
run  the  point  of  a  ropier  into  a  man*s  body.  This  manner  of  light  bt 
brought  j^ry^  into  England^  with  great  admiration  of  his  audacioufnefs : 

when 
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?vould  have  made  you  four  tall  fellows  '  flcip  like 
rats. 

Hoft,  Here,  boys,  here,  here  !  (hall  we  wag  ? 

Page.  Have  with  you ; — I  had  rather  hear  them  fcold 
than  light.  \^Exeunt  Hoft,  Shallow,  and^KO^. 

Ford,  Though  Page  be  a  fecure  foolj  and  ftands  fo  firm- 
ly on  his  wife's  frailty  ',  yet  I  cannot  put  off  my  opinio^ 
ib  eafily  :  She  was  in  his  company  at  Page's  houfe ;  and, 
what  they  made  there*,  I  know  not.  .Well,  I  will  look 
further  into't :  and  I  have  a  difguife  to  found  FalftaiF:  If 
J  find  her  honeft,  I  lofe  not  n^y  labour  \  if  fhe  be  other- 
frilc,  'tis  labour  well  beftow'd.  \,^^^h 

SCENE    IL 

A  Room  in  the  Garter  Inn. 
EnUr  Falstaff  and  Pistol* 
FaL  I  will  not  lend  thee  a  penny. 
JPiJt.  Why,  then  the  world's  mine  oyftcr?,  which  I 

with 

when  In  England  before  that  time,  the  ule  was,  with  little  bucklers, 
and  with  broad  fwordit  to  lirike^  an4  not  tothru/t  j  and  it  was  account- 
ed unmanly  to  ftrike  under  the  girdle.'* 

The  Continuator  of  Stowe*s  Annals,  p.  1 0x49  edit.  1631,  fuppofet 
the  rapier  to  have  been  introduced  fomewhat  fooner,  vw.  about  the  aoth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  [1578]  at  which  time,  be  fays^ 
Sword  and  Bucklers  began  to  be  difufed.  Shakipeare  has  here  been  guilty 
of  a  great  anachronifm  in  making  Shallow  ridicule  the  terms  of  the  ra- 
pier in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  an  hundred  and  feventy  years  before  it 
was  ufed  in  England.    Malonx. 

9  — -tall/^/ZfrWi— >]  A  tall  fellow ,  in  die  time  of  our  author,  memnC 
a  ftout,  bold,  or  courageous  perfon.  The  elder  quarto  reads— /di/ 
fenctrs,     Stekvxns. 

«  —  and  fiandi  Jo  firmly  on  bis  nmfii  frailty^  i.  e.  has  fuch  pcrfed 
confidence  in  his  unchafte  wife.  H'n  xvife's  frailty  is  the  fame  as— his 
frail  wife.  So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra^  we  meet  with  dtatb  and 
honour,  fox  an  honourable  death,     Malonx. 

To  Jiandon  any  thing,  fignifies  to  infifi  on  it.  Ford  fuppofes  Page  to 
infift  on  that  virtue  as  fteady,  which  he  fuppofes  to  be  without  foun- 
dation.    Stekvxns. 

a  •«  ard  tvkar  theymidt  there,]  Anoblblete  phrafe  fignifying— what 
they  JiV  there.     Malonx. 

J  mm>  the  world's  mine  oyjier,  &c.]  Dr.  Giey  fuppofes  Shakfpeare  to 

0^3  aUudc 
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with  fword  will  open.— -I  will  retort  the  fam  in  equi- 
page*. 

Fal,  Not  a  penny.  I  have  been  content,  iir,  yon  (hoold 
lay  my  countenance  to  pawn:  I  have  grated  upon  my 
eood  Aiends  for  three  reprieves  for  you  and  your  coach- 
kIIow,  Nym ' ;  or  elfe  you  had  look'd  through  the  grate» 
like  a  geminy  of  baboons.  I  am  damn'd  in  hseu,  for 
fwearine  to  gentlemen  my  friends,  you  were  good  (bldiersy 
and  tali  fellows^:  and  when  miilrefs  Bridget  loft  the 
Iiandle  of  her  fan',  I  took'tupon  mine  honour,  thou  hadil 
it  not. 

Pift.  Didft  not  thou  (hare?  hadft  thou  not  fifteen 
pence? 

faL  Reafon,  you  rogue,  reafon :  Think'ft  thou,  I'll 

endanger 

allude  to  tnold  proverbi  **  The  mayor  of  Northampton  opens  tyjiert 
with  hisdaggerr**  i.  ••  to  keep  them  at  a  fufficient  diftance  from  his 
nofe,  that  town  being  fburfcore  miles  from  the  fea.     Stkivcns. 

4  -^  J  will  retort  the  f urn  in  efuipage,'^  This  is  added  from  the  old 
quarto  of  1619,  and  means,  I  will  pay  you  again  in  (lolen  goods.  Wa t  a. 

1  rather  believe  he  means,  that  he  will  pay  him  by  waiting  on  him 
for  nothing.     That  equipage  ever  meant  fioUn  goods,  I  am  yet  to  learn* 

Stekvens. 

Dr.  Warberton  may  be  right ;  for  1  find  equipage  was  one  of  the  cant 
worck  of  the  time.  Jn  Davies"  Papers  Complaint^  (a  poem  which  has 
crroneoufly  been  »fcribed  to  Dittne)  we  have  feveral  of  them  : 

^<  Embellifli,  blandifliment,  and  equipage,**  Which  words,  he  tells 
as  in  the  margin,  overmuch  favour  of  'witlejfe  affe&ation,     FAaMia. 

s  ^- jmrcoach-ficllow,  hfym  ;]  i*  e.  ht,  who  draios  .-(long  with  you; 
who  is  joined  vith  you  in  all  your  knavery.  So  be/bre.  Page,  fpeaking 
of  Nym  and  Piftol,  calls  them  a  "  yoke  of  FalftafPs  difcarded  men.** 
The  word  (as  Mr.  Steevens  has  obferved}  is  ufed  by  Chapman  in  hit 
Tranflation  of  the  Iliad.     Malone. 

^  —  aff</tall/r/^0wi  .*]  See  p.229,n.  9;  andp.  ai4,  n.4.  Malonk. 

7  — /o^  the  bandie  of  her  farif]  It  fliould  be  remembered,  that^aKi, 
in  our  author's  time,  were  more  coilly  than  they  are  at  prefent,  as  well 
as  of  a  diftierent  conflruAion.  They  confided  of  of^rich  feathers,  (or 
others  of  equal  length  and  flexibility,)  which  were  ftuck  into  handles. 
The  richer  lort  of  thefe  were  compoied  of  gold,  filver,  or  ivory  of  curious 
workmanship.  In  the  frontifpiece  to  a  play,  called  Engli&mem  fw  «■ 
Money,  or  A  plea  fant  Comedy  of  a  Woman  vjill  have  her  WiU^  16x6,  it 
a  portrait  of  a  lady  with  one  of  thefe  fans,  which,  after  all,  may  prove 
the  beft  commentary  on  the  paffage.  The  three  other  fpecimens  are 
taken  from  the  H^hiti  AntHhi  et  Moderni  di  tutto  H  Mondo,  publi&ed 

U 
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endanger  my  fool  gratis^  At  a  word,  hang  no  more 
about  me,  I  am  no  gibbet  for  you : — g;o. — A  (hort  knife 
and  a  throng'  ; — to  your  manor  of  Pickt-hatch  ^,  go. — 

You'll 

at  Venice,  1 59S,  from  the  drawings  of  Tit'iMti,  and  Ctfare  VeceUi,  hit 
brother.  This  faihion  was  perhaps  imported  from  Italy,  together  with 
manyothexsy  in  the  reiga  of  king  Henry  VIII,  if  not  in  that  of  king 
Ricjiard  II. 


Stxitsni^ 

^  It  appears  from  Marfo^t  Satires j  that  the  fum  of  40I.  was  fome- 
times  given  for  a  fan  in  the  time  of  queen  Elisabeth*    M  alom  x. 

In  the  Sidney  papers>  publiihed  by  CoUintf  a  fan  is  prefcnted  to  queen 
Elisabeth  for  a  new  yearns  gifCy  the  handle  of  which  was  ftudded  with 
diamonds.     T.  War  ton. 

*  A  fiort  knife  and  a  throng:]  So  Lear:  **  —when  cut-purfey 
come  not  to  tbrongu*^    Was  But  ton. 

Mr.  Dennis  reads— f^n^ ;  which  has  been  followed,  I  think,  un<r 
properly,  by  fome  of  the  modern  editors.    Malons. 
9  —  Pickt'batcb^^  Pi ff -batch  was  in  TurmbulUflreet. 
'*  —  Your  whore  doth  live 
•«  In  Pid-hatch,  Tumbull-ftreet." 

Amends  ftr  Ladieif  m  comedy  by  N.  Field,  x^39* 
Q-4  Th. 
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You'll  not  hciT  a  Icucr  for  me,  tob  ragae !— -^~oa  fi2ad 
ufKfTi  your  uoziOiiT  l-^WJiVy  thoo  imconiiiizble  baicneis, 
it  u  as  much  as  I  can  do,  to  keep  the  terms  of  mv  ho- 
nour prccife.  I,  1,  1  myfclf  fcmetimes,  leaving  the  rear 
of  heaven  o;i  the  left  hand,  and  hading  xnine  honour  in 
my  neceflity,  am  fain  to  iLaifie,  to  hedge,  and  to  larch ; 
amd  yet  you,  rogue,  will  enfconce  yoar  rags  ',  your  cat- 
a-mounuin  looks,  your  red-bttice  phrafes^  and  your 
bold. beating  aths,  under  the  fhelter  of  your  honour ! 
You  will  not  do  it,  you  ? 

y^/.  I  do  relent ;  What  would'il  thoa  more  of  man  ? 

Emter  RoBix. 
Rch.  Sir,  here's  a  woman  would  (peak  with  yon. 
fal.  Let  her  approach. 

The  derivation  of  the  word  may  perhaps  be  difccvercd  from  the  fi)«- 
lowing  pafl'age  in  Cufid's  H^iriigig :  <«  Set  fome  picles  upon  jonr 
batiLt  and  J   pray,  profefs  to  keep  a  b?wdy-hGufc."     Perhaps  the  un- 

<carr>naMe  ar:.i  obrtrcp-crous  irruptions  of  the  gallants  of  that  age  m'ighl 
tender  /uch  d  precaution  ncccfi4jy.     Si  e  l  v^s. 

This  was  a  cant  name  of  fome  fart  of  the  town  noted  for  bawdy, 
houfcs.  Sir  T.  Hanmer  fays,  that  this  was  **  a  noted  harbour  for 
thievcuand  iicIcpocket5,"  who  certainly  were  proper  companions  for  a 
man  of  INltol'i  orofeflion.  But  Falilati*  here  more  immediately  tntiriS 
to  ridlculi!  .mcjilicrof  his  friend*->  vices;  and  there  is  fome  humour  in 
calling  Piftol's  favourite  brothel,  his  manor  of  P'ukt-batrl^ 

T.  War  TON-. 

■  —  «ff/i'o«<'r  your  rags,  Arc]  A  frmce  U  a  petty  fortification.  To 
irf.or.tf,  thcrdoie,  is  to  protcd^  as  with  a  fort.  The  word  occurs  again 
in  K,  Henry  ly.V ATX.  I.     Steevkks. 

»  —  icd-iatticc/.i;rtf/i»t,]  Your  alc-houfc  convcrfation.     Johnson.. 

Hed  lattice  at  the  doors  and  windows  were  formerly  the  external  de- 
notement* of  an  alc-houfe.  Hence  the  prefcnt  r/^^ynrri.  Perhaps  the 
iradcr  will  exprcfs  fome  furprizc,  when  he  is  told  that  (hops,  with  the 
figa  of  the  cbequerti  were  common  among  the  Romans.  See  a  view  of 
the  left-hand  ftrect  of  Pompeii,  (No.  9)  prefcnted  by  Sir  William  Ha- 
milton (toifcthcr  with  fcveral  others,  equally  curious,)  to  the  Antiquary 
Society*     SriEvENs. 

The  following  palVagc  in  Bruithwaite's  Strapadof-jr  the  Diyeliy  1615, 
confirms  Mr.  Stccvcns's  obfervation. — *«  To  the  true  difco^crer  of 
fccicrs,  MonfiOir /?tf..A«i,— Maftcr-gunner  of  ihc  pottle-pot  ordnance, 
—  priir.e-fjunJf  r  of  f »'-/  Utucet  &c." 

In  King  llcry  V\  \\  II.  Falllaft's  page,  fpeaking  of  Bardolph,  fays, 
<<  he  callVd  me'c%.-n  n*»w,  my  Lord,  through  a  red  lattice^  and  I  could 
lio  no  put  of  his  face  frjm  the  window,'*     Malom. 

Enter 
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Enter  Mifirefs  Quickly. 

^Uk.  Give  your  worlhip  good- morrow.  » 

FaL  Good-morrow,  good  wife.    ' 

i^ick.  Not  fo,  an't  pleafe  yourworfhip. 

FaL  Good  maid,  then. 

^ick,  rU  be  fworn  ;  as  .my  mother  wasj  the  firH  hour  I 
was  born. 

FaL  I  do  believe  the  fwearer  :  What  with  mc  ? 

^a'ck.  Shall  I  vouchfafe  your  worfhip  a  word  or  two  ? 

Fe^L  Two  thoufand,  fair  woman ;  and  I'll  vouchfafe 
thee  the  hearing. 

^ick.  There  is  one  mifirefs  Ford,  fir  ;•— I  pray,  come 
a  little  nearer  this  ways  : — I  myfelf  dwell  with  mailer 
do^or  Caius. 

Fal,  Well,  on:  Miftrefs  F<>r4,  you  fay,— 

^ick.  Your  worlhip  fays  very  true :  1  pray  yourwor- 
fhip, come  a  little  nearer  this  ways. 

FaL  I  warrant  thee,  nobody  hears  ; — ^minc  own  people, 
mine  own  people. 

^iJck,  Are  they  fo  ?  Heaven  blefs  them,  and  make 
them  his  fervants ! 

FaL  Well  :  miilrefs  Ford  ; — ^what  of  her? 

^ick.  Why,  fir,  fhe*s  a  good  creature.  Lord,  lord  ! 
your  worfhip's  a  wanton  :  Well,  heaven  forgive  you,  and 
all  of  us,  I  pray  ! 

FaL  Mifirefs  Ford ; — come,  mifirefs  Ford,— 

^ick.  Marry,  this  is  the  fhort  and  the  long  of  it ;  you 
have  brought  her  into  fuch  a  canaries  *,  as  'tis  wonderful. 
The  befl  courtier  of  them  all,  when  the  court  lay  at 
Windfor*,  could  never  have  brought  her  to  fuch  a  canary* 
Yet  there  has  been  knights,  and  lords,  and  gentlemen, 
with  their  coaches ;  I  warrant  you,   coach  after  coach, 

3  m^  canariesfl  This  Is  the  name  of  a  bri/k  light  dance,  and  is  there* 
fore  properly  enough  ufcd  in  low  language  for  any  hurry  or  pertur- 
bation.   Johnson. 

It  is  highly  probable,  however,  that  canaries  it  only  a  miftake  of 
Mrs.  Quickly's  for  quandaries  i  and  yet  the  Clown,  in  jls  you  Hie  fV, 
fays,  «  we  that  are  true  lovers  run  into  ttrzage  capers.**    Stxxvins. 

4  •-  lay  at  fVUidf9rj']  u  c.  redded ihtn*    Max. ONE* 

letter 
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letter  alctr  letter,  gift  alter  Cut ;  tiwrilmg  lb  uvceil^y 
(all  midk,}  and  fo  ndUiBg,  I  warraat  yoe,  in  Ok  and 
cold  ;  and  in  Aick  alligant  terns  ;  and  in  ibdi  wine  and 
Mgarof  tlie  bell,  and  the  laireft,  that  iroold  haTe  ipob 
any  woinan's  heart ;  and,  I  warrant  fon,  they  oonld  never 
get  an  eye-wink  of  her. — ^I  had  aiyfelf  twenty  angeb 
mren  ate  thij  morning :  but  I  defy  all  angels,  (in  any 
nch  ibrt,  as  thetr  fay,)  but  in  the  way  of  honefty  >--«nd,  I 
warrant  yoo,  they  could  nerer  get  her  (6  moch  as  lip  on 
a  cnp  with  the  proodeft  of  them  all :  and  yet  there  has 
been  earls,  naj,  which  is  more,  penfioners  '  ;  but,  I  war- 
rant yon,  all  is  one  with  her. 

FsU,  Bot  what  fays  (he  to  me  ?  be  hnef»  ray  good  Ihe 
Mercury. 

^Vi.  Marry,  (he  hath  receirM  your  letter  ;  lor  dw 
which  ihe  thanks  yon  a  thooland  times :  and  ihe  gives 
TOO  to  notify,  that  her  hnfband  will  be  abfence  ftomhis 
noufe  between  ten  and  eleven. 

Fal,  Ten  and  eleven. 

^ick.  Ay,  forfooth  ;  and  then  you  may  come  and  fee 
thepidure,  (he  fays,  that  you  wot  of  •  ; — mafter  Ford, 
her  httfband,  will  be  from  home.     Alas  !  the  iweet  wo- 

5  —  edrby  nay^  vfbiebis  morif  pen/ionert;]  i.  e.  Gentlemen  oftke 

band  of  Penfioneii.^-^  In  the  month  of  December,"  [  1 539]  fayt  Scowe, 
Annals,  p«  973,  edit.  1605,  "  were  appointed  to  waitc  on  the  king*s  per- 
fon  fifty  Gentlemen,  called  Penfionerty  or  Speares^  like  as  they  were  m 
the  firft  yeare  of  the  king ;  unto  whom  was  afiigned  the  fomme  of  fifde 
pounds,  yereJy,  for  the  maintenance  of  themfelves,  and  everie  man  two 
horiet,  or  one  horfe  and  a  gelding  of  fervice.**  Their  drefs  was  remark* 
ably  fplendid,  and  therefore  likely  to  attrad  the  notice  of  Mrs.  Quickly. 
Hence,  in  j1  MiJfummer  Nigbt^s  Dresm,  our  author  has  fele£te3  from 
all  the  tribes  of  flowers  xht  golden- coated  cowflips  to  be  fenfvuere  to  tlie 
Fairy  Queen : 

«•  The  cowflips  tall  her  penfioners  be, 

**  In  xhtir  gdd  coats  fpots  you  fee  \  &c.**     Maloni. 

•— rir/f,  nay^  which  h  morct  penfionersjl  This  may  be  inuftrated 
by  a  palTage  in  Gervafe  Holies*s  Life  of  the  Firft  EarlofCUre.  Bhg» 
Brit.  Art.  Mollis.  **  I  have  heard  the  earl  of  Clare  fay,  that  when 
he  wiipenfioner  to  the  ^ueen,  he  did  not  know  a  worfe  man  of  the  whole 
band  than  himfelf  $  and  that  all  the  world  knew  he  had  then  an  inherit* 
ance  of  4000I.  a  year.'*     Tyrwhitt. 

t  ..  you  wot  of  i]  To  wot  is  to  know.    Obfolete*    Stbbtxns* 

man 


O  F     W  I  N  D  S  O  R.  235 

man  leads  an  ill  life  with  him ;  he's  a  very  jealonfy  man  ; 
ibe  leads  a  very  frampold  ^  life  with  him,  good:  heart. 

FaL  Tea  and  eleven  :  woman,  commend mc  to  her; 
I  will  not  fail  her. 

^ick.  Why  you  fay  well:  But  I  have  another  mefTenger 
to  your  worfhip  :  Millrefs  Page  hath  her  hearty  commen- 
dations to  you  too ; — and  let  me  tell  you  in  your  ear,  ftie*s 
as  fartuous  a  civil  modeft  wife,  and  one  (I  tell  you)  that 
will  not  mifs  you  morning  or  evening  prayer,  as  any  is  in 
Windfor,  whoe'er  be  the  other :  and  fhc  bade  mc  tell 
your  worftiip,  that  her  hufband  is  feldom  from  home; 
out,  (he  hopes,  there  will  come  a  time.  I  never  knew  a 
woman  fo  dote  upon  a  man ;  furely,  I  think  you  have 
charms,  la  ;  yes,  in  truth. 

fai.  Not  I,  I  affure  thee ;  fctting  the  attradion  of  my 
good  parts  afide,  I  have  no  other  charms. 

^ick.  Bleffing  on  your  heart  for't  I 
.    FaL  But,  I  pray  thee,  tell  me  this ;  has  Ford's  wife, 
and  Page's  wife,  acquainted  each  other  how  they  love  me  ? 

^ick.  That  were  a  jeft,  indeed ;— they  have  not  {o 
little  grace,  I  hope: — that  were  a  trick,  indeed  !  But  mif- 
trefs  Page  wouldfdefire  you  to  fend  her  your  little  page, 
of  all  loves';  her  hufband  has  a  marvellous  infection  to 
the  little  paee :  and,  truly,  mailer  Page  is  an  honeft  man. 
Never  a  wife  in  Windfor  leads  a  better  life  than  (he  does ; 
do  what  ihe  will,  fay  what  flie  will,  take  all,  pay  all,  eo 
to  bed  when  (he  lifl,  rife  when  ihe  lift,  all  is  as  ihe  will ; 
and,  truly,  ihe  deferves  it ;  for  if  there  be  a  kind  woman 
in  Windfor,  ihe  is  one.  You  muft  fend  her  your  page ; 
jio  remedy. 

7  m^  frampold-^"]  This  word  1  have  neter  Yeen  eUewhere,  except  in 
Dr.  Hacket's  Life  of  Arcbbif>op  fyt/Uams,  vrhere  a  framful  man  iig- 
nifies  a  peevifli  trouDlefome  fellow.    Jommiov. 

Ray,  among  his  Suutb  and  Eafi  country  words,  fayty  xhztframpalip 
or  frgwtpard^  fi^nifics  fretful,  petvijbj  erpfi*  froward*  A%  frwvard 
(he  adds) comes  from  from^  fo  imy  framfard,    SxtsTtNt. 

8  m^io  fend  ber  your  Jitt/epsgi,  of  all  lovcf  t]  Of  all  laves  f  it  an  ad* 
juration  only,  and  /ignifiet  no  more,  than  if  ihe  bad  faid^  defires  you 
to  fend  him  by  all  means.  It  it  ufed  in  Decker*a  Htiieft  ff^bort.  Part  I. 
J635  :— *<  conjuring  his  wife^  of  alilwetf  to  prepare  cheer  fitting,** 
Ice.    Agaiuj  in  Holinihed*t  Chronicle,  p«  1164.    STixvBiif* 

FaL 
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Fal.  Why,  I  mill. 

^ick.  Nay,  bot  do  (b  then:  and,  look  70a,  he  may 
come  and  go' between  too  both ;  and,  in  any  cafe,  have 
a  nay-word^,  that  yoa  may  kDOw  one  another's  mind, 
and  the  boy  never  need  to  ondeHbtrf  any  chine ;  for  'tis 
not  good  that  children  fliovld  know  any  wickednefs :  old 
Mks,  yoa  know,  have  difcretion,  as  they  fay,  and  knov 
the  world. 

Fal.  Fare  thee  well :  commend  me  to  them  both :  there's 
my  pnrfe ;  I  am  yet  thv  debtor. — Boy,  go  along  with  this 
woman. — ^This  news  diftrafb  me ! 

[Exeunt  Quickly  ^v^^Robis, 

Ptfi.  This  punk  is  one  of  Cupid's  carriers"  : — 
Clap  on  more  fails  ;  purfae,  up  with  your  fights* ; 
Give  fife ;  (he  is  my  prize,  or  ocean  whelm  them  all ! 

[£xf/  Pistol. 

FaL  Say 'ft  thou  fo,  old  Jack?  go  thy  ways  ;  I'll  make 
more  of  thy  old  body  than  I  have  done.  Will  they  yet 
h>ok  after  thee  ?  Wilt  thou,  after  the  expencc  of  fo  much 
monev,  be  now  a  gainer  ?  Good  body,  I  thank  thee : 
Let  tnem  fay,  'tis  grofsly  done  ;  fo  it  be  fairly  done,  no 
matter. 

EnUr  Bardolph. 

Sari/.  Sir  John,  there's  one  mafter  Brook  below  would 
fain  fpeak  with  you,  and  be  acquainted  with  you  ^  and 

9  .»  A  naj-vforJf']  i.  e.  a  wattb-worJ,  So,  in  a  fubfequent  fceoe : 
•«  Wc  have  a  nay- word  to  know  one  another,  &c.'*     Stzxvens. 

*  Tbis  punk  it  one  of  Ckpid*s  carriers ;]  Dr.  Warburton's  emen- 
dation, **  This  pink  &c."  is  plaufible.  A  pink  is  a  velTel  whofe  form 
may  befuppofed  to  bear  fome  refenablance  to  that  of  Mrs.  Quickly  j 
the  bends  and  ribs  compafling  fo  that  its  (Ides  bulge  out  rery 
much,  by  which  means  it  is  enabled  to  carry  greater  burdens. 
They  are  often  ufed  (according  to  Chambers)  as  fiore-Jhips,  But 
there  is  no  need  of  altera tJon.  It  is  always  dangerous  to  meddle 
with  PiftoPs  language.  The  allufion  to  the  marine  is  fufficiently  pre- 
fervcd  by  the  word  carrier,  which  is  technical.  Tbit  punk  is  tne  of 
tb^fe  vijfelt  nub'icb  Cupid  employ t  in  tbe  carrying  tradt»  Clap  on  more 
fails,  tec,     Malonx. 

^  ---up  witb  your  Aghts  jj  FigbtSf  are  eloaths  hung  round  the  fhip  to 
conceal  the  men  from  the  enemy  5  and  clofe-fgbts  are  bulk-beaJs,  or 
any  other  ihdter  that  the  fabrlck  of  a  (hip  affords.    John  9on. 

hath 
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hath  fcnt  your  worfliip  a  morning's  draught  of  fack  •• 

FaL  Brook,  is  his  name? 

Bard*  Ay,  fir. 

FaL  Call  him  in;  [£x// Bardolph.]  Such  Brook9 
are  welcome  to  me,  that  overflow  fuch  liquor.  Ah  I  ha  L 
miftrefs  Ford  andmiftrefs  Page,  have  I  encompafs'd  you  ? 
go  to ;  'via  '  / 

Rc'/nter  Bardolph,  wuith  Ford  di/gui/ed. 

Ford,  Blefs  you,'  fir. 

Fal,  And  you,  fir :  Would  you  fpcak  with  me  ? 

Ford,  I  make  bold,  to  prefs  with  fo  little  preparatioa 
upon  you. 

Fal,  You're  welcome  j  What's  your  will  ?  Give  us 
leave,  drawer.  [Exit   Bardolph. 

Ford,  Sir,  I  am  a  gentleman  that  have  fpent  much  ; 
my  name  is  Brook. 

FaL  Good  mailer  Brook,  I  defire  more  acquaintance 
of  you. 

Ford,  Good  fir  John,  I  fue  for  yours :  not  to  charge 
you4;  for  I  muft  let  you  underftand,  I  think  myfelf  in 

*  .^»one  mafter  Brock  below  would  fain  f peak  %o'ub  you ^  and  be  ac- 
quainted with  you,  and  batb  fent  your  worfliip  a  morning's  draught  of 
fack.J  It  Teems  to  have  been  a  common  cuftom  at  taverns,  in  our  au- 
thor's time,  to  fend  prcfcnts  of  wine  from  one  room  to  another,  either 
as  a  memorial  of  friendHiip,  or  (as  in  the  prefent  inftance)  by  way  of 
introduction  to  acquaintance.  Of  the  exigence  of  this  pra^ice  the 
following  anecdote  of  Ben  Jonfon  and  the  ingenious  Bimop  CorbeC 
furniHics  a  proof.  «  Ben  Jonfon  was  at  a  tavern,  and  in  comes  Bi- 
ihop  Corbet  (but  not  fo  then)  into  tlie  next  room.  Ben  Jonfon  call* 
for  a  quart  of  raw  wine,  and  gives  it  to  the  tapfter.  <  Sirrah,  fayshe, 
carry  this  to  the  gentleman  in  the  next  chamber,  and  tell  him,  I  facri- 
fice  my  fervice  to  him.'  The  fellow  did,  and  in  thofe  words.  Friendy 
fays  Dr.  Corbet,  I  thank  him  for  his  love ;  but  'pr'y thee  tell  him  from 
me  that  he  is  miftaken;  for  facrifices  Arc  zlwzys  burnt*'*  Merry  Paf- 
faget  and  JeaJiSi     Mfs.  Harl.  6395.     Malone. 

I  ^^go  to  y  via  !]  This  cant  phrafi;  of  exultation  is  common  in  the 
old  plays.     Ste£V£ns. 

Markham  u(es  this  word  as  one  of  the  vocal  helps  necefl*ary  for  re- 
Tiving  a  horfe's  fpirics  in  galloping  large  rings,  when  he  grows  Hothful* 
Hence  thisi  cant  phrafe  (perhaps  from  the  Italian,  'via)  may  be  ufed 
on  other  occafions  to  quicken  or  pluck  up  courage.     Tollet. 

4  — net  to  charge  you  \'\  That  is,  not  with  a  purpofe  of  putting 
you  to  cxpcnce,  or  being  burtbenfome,     Johnsom. 

better 
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better  plight  for  a  lender  than  you  are :  the  which  hatk 
ibmethine  embolden'd  me  to  this  anfeafon'd  intmfion; 
for  they  fay,  if  money  go  before,  all  ways  do  lie  open. 

FaL  Money  is  a  good  foldier,  fir,  and  will  on. 

Ford.  Troth,  and  I  have  a  bag  of  money  here  troubles 
me:  if  you  will  help  to  bear  it,  (ir  John,  take  all,  or 
half,  for  eafing  me  of  the  carriage. 

Fal,  Sir,  I  know  not  how  I  may  deferve  to  be  yonr 
porter. 

Ford.  I  will  tell  you,  fir,  if  you  will  give  me  the 
hearing. 

FaL  Speak,  good  mafler  Brook ;  I  fhall  be  glad  to 
be  your  fervant. 

Ford.  Sir,  I  hear  you  are  a  fcholar, — I  will  be  brief 
with  you ; — ^and  you  have  been  a  man  long  known  to  me, 
though  I  had  never  fo  good  means,  as  &fire,  to  make 
myfdf  acquainted  with  you.  I  fhall  difcover  a  thing  to 
you,  wherein  I  mull  very  much  lay  open  mine  own  im- 
perfedlion :  but,  good  fir  John,  as  you  have  one  eye  upon 
my  follies,  as  you  hear  them  unfolded,  turn  anotner  intq 
the  regifler  of  your  own ;  that  I  may  pafs  with  a  reproof 
the  eafier,  fith  5  you  yourfelf  know,  how  eafy  it  is  to  be 
fuch  an  offender. 

FaL  Very  well,  fir ;  proceed. 

Ford.  There  is  a  gentlewoman  in  this  town,  her  huf- 
band's  name  is  Ford. 

FaL  Well,  fir. 

Ford.  I  have  long  loved  her,  and,  I  protpfl  to  you,  be- 
flow'd  much  on  her ;  followed  her  with  a  doting  obfer- 
vance;  engrofsM  opportunities  to  meet  her;  fee'd  cvtr/ 
flight  occafion,  that  could  but  niggardly  give  me  fight  w 
her  ;  not  only  bought  many  prefents  to  give  her,  but  have 
given  largely  to  many,  to  know  what  fhe  would  have 
given :  briefly  I  have  purfued  her,  as  love  hath  purfued 
me  ;  which  hath  been,  on  the  wing  of  all  occafions.  But 
whatfocver  I  have  merited,  eithef  in  my  mind,  or  in  my 
means,  meed^,  I  am  fure,  I  have  received  none  ;  onleu 

^  — fith]  i.e.  Since.     Stiivins. 
6  ^m^  meedf'\  i.  c.  reward.     Stkxvkns. 

experience 
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experience  be  a  jewel :  that  I  have  purchafed  at  an  in6- 
nite  rate ;  and  that  hath  taught  me  to  fay  this : 

Lovi  like  a  flHutonu  files ^  fwben  fub fiance  lo^e  purfues  ; 
Purfuingtbat  that  fit  es^  and  flying  njubat  purfues, 

Fal.  Have  you  received  no  promife  of  fatisfa^ionat  her 
hands  ? 

Ford.  Never. 

Fal.  Have  you  importuned  her  to  fuch  a  purpofe  ? 

Ford.  Never. 

Fal.  Of  what  quality  was  your  love  then  ? 

Fofd.  Like  a  fair  houfe»   built  upon  another  man's  ^ 
ground ;  fo  that  I  have  loft  my  edifice,  by  miftaking  the 
place  where  I  eredied  it. 

Fal.  To  what  purpofe  have  you  unfolded  this  to  me  ? 

Ford.  When  I  have  told  you  that,  I  have  told  you  all. 
Some  fay,  tliat,  though  (he  appear  honeft  to  me,  yet,  in 
other  places,  (he  enlargeth  her  mirth  fofar,  that  there  is 
flirewd  conibudion  made  of  her.  Now,  fir  John,  here  is 
the  heart  of  my  purpofe  :  You  are  a  gentleman  of  excel- 
lent breeding,  admirable  difcourfe,  of  great  admittance  ^, 
authentick  in  your  place  and  perfon,  generally  allow'd  ' 
for  your  many  war-like,  court-like,  and  learned  prepa- 
rations. 

Fal.  O,  firl 

Ford.  Believe  it,  for  you  know  it :— There  is  money  ; 
fjpend  it,  fpend  it ;  fpend  more ;  fpcnd  all  I  have ;  only 
give  me  fo  much  of  your  time  in  exchange  of  it,  as  to  lay 
an  amiable  ^t^t  '  to  the  honefty  of  this  Ford's  wife :  uie 
your  art  of  woomg,  win  her  to  confent  to  you ;  if  any  man 
may,  you  may  as  foon  as  any. 

Fal.  Would  it  apply  well  to  the  vehemence  of  your  af- 

7  —  of  grtat  Mdmlttatice,'\  j.  e.  admitted  into  alJ,  or  the  freateft 
companies.     Stksvkns. 

»  —  gtntriWy  allowed — ]  Allowed  is  tpprrotd*     So,  in  K.  Lear  ; 
«*  _—  it*  your  fwect  fway 
"  w^//#w obedience,  &c.*'     Stsivens. 
f  to  lay  an  amiable  Jtege^^"]  i>  e.  a   fiege  of  love.     So,  in  Rome 
Mjid  Juliet : 

*  *  — —  the  Jiege  of  lovimg  terms**^    M  a  l  on  t  • 

feAion, 
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fedidn,  that  I  (hould  win  what  yoa  would  enjoy  ?  Methidlu^ 

you  prcfcribe  to  yourfclf  very  prcpoftcronfly. 

Ford,  O,  Tundcrfland  my  drift !  fhe  dwells  (b  fecnrely 
on  the  excellency  of  her  honour,  that  the  fbllyof  my  (bd 
dares  not  prefent  itfelf ;  (he  is  too  bright  to  be  look'd 
again  ft  *.  Now,  could  I  come  to  her  with  any  detection 
in  my  hand,  my  defires  had  inftance  and  argament  *  to 
commend  themfelves ;  I  could  drive  her  then  ftom  the  ward 
of  her  purity  ^,  her  reputation,  her  marnage  vow,  and  a 
thoufand  other  her  defences,  which  now  are*  too  ftrong- 
ly  embattled  againft  me :  What  fay  you  to't,  fir  John  f 

FaL  Mafter  Brook,  I  will  firft  make  bold  with  your 
money ;  next,  give  me  your  hand  ;  and  laft,  as  I  am  a 
gentleman,  you  (hall,  if  you  will,  enjoy  Ford's  wife. 

Ford,  O  good  fir! 

Fal,  Mafter  Brook,  I  fay  you  (hall. 

Ford,  Want  no  money,  (ir  John,  you  (hall  want  none. 

Fal,  Want  no  miftrefs  Ford,  mafter  Brook^  you  (hall 
want  none.  I  (hall  be  with  her  (I  may  tell  you)  by  her 
own  appointment ;  even  as  you  came  in  to  me,  her  affift- 
ant,  or  go-between,  parted  from  me  :  I  fay,  I  (ball  be  with 
her  between  ten  and  eleven  ;  for  at  that  time  the  jealous 
rafcally  knave,  her  huft)and,  will  be  forth.  Come  yoa 
to  mc  at  night ;  you  ftiall  know  how  I  fpeed. 

Fcrd.  I  am  bleft  in  your  acquaintance.  Do  you  know 
Ford,  fir? 

FaL  Hang  him,  poor  cuckoldly  knave !  I  know  him 
not: — yet  I  wrong  him,  to  call  him  poor;  they  fay,  the 
jealous  wittoly  knave  hath  ma(rcs  of  money ;  for  the  which 
his  wife  feems  to  mc  vvelUfavour'd.  Twill  ufeher  as  the 
key  of  the  cuckoldly  rogue's  coffer;  and  there's  my  har- 
veft-home.  * 

Ford,  I  would  you  knew  Ford,  fir  ;  that  you  might 
avoid  him,  if  you  fawhim. 

FaL  Hang  him,  mechanical  falt-butter  rogue !  I  will 
ftarc  him  out  of  his  wits ;  I  will  awe  him  with  my  cudgel ; 

'   — y.ve  ;;  too  Ij't^hf   to  he  looked  a^aii:fi,'\ 

Nimlum   lubricus   urpici.     Hor.     Ma  lone. 
J  ~^\i\\\ji\\Qt  and argyn-.ert — ]   Injlanct  \s  example,     Johnson. 
-i   the  it'i/'^  of  her  purity, — ]   i.e.  the  defence  of  it,     St££vii«s. 
4  it 
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It  (hall  hang  like  a  meteor  o'er  the  cuckold's  horhs : 
mafter  Brook,  thoa  (halt  know,  I  will  predominate  over 
the  peafant,  and  thou  (halt  lie  with  his  wife.— Come  to 
me  loon  at  night :-— Ford's  a  knave,  and  I  will  aggravate 
his  (tile  ^ ;  thou,  mafter  Brook,  (halt  know  him  for  a 
kn^ve  and  cuckold :— come  to  me  foon  at  night.  [Exit. 
Ford.  What  a  damn'd  Epicorean  rafcal  is  this !— -My 
heart  i&ready  to  crack  with  impatience.— -Who  fays,  thia 
is  improvident  jealonfy?  My  wife  hath  fent  to  him,  the 
iiour  is  fix*d,  the  match  is  made :  Would  any  man  have 
thought  this?  See  the  hell  of  having  a  falfe  woman !  my 
bed  ftiall  be  abufed,  my  coffers  ranfack'd,  my  reputation 
/gnawn  at;  and  I  fhall  not  only  receive  this  villainoua 
wrong,  but  (land  under  the  adoption  of  abominable  terms, 
and  by  him  that  does  me  this  wrong.  Terms !  names  I 
Amaimon  founds  well ;  Lucifer,  well ;  Barbafon  '  well ; 
yet  they  are  devils'  additions,  the  names  of  fiends:  but 
cuckold!  wittol-cuckold *  !  the  devil  himfelf  hath  not 
fuch  a  name.  Page  is  an  afs,  a  fecure  afs ;  he  will  truft 
his  wife,  he  will  not  be  jealous :  I  will  rather  truft  a 
Fleming  with  my  butter,  parfon  Hugh  the  Welchmaa 
with  my  cheefe,  an  Irifhman  with  my  aqua-vitae  bottle  *, 
or  a  tmef  to  walk  my  ambling  gelding,  than  my  wife 

4  —  snd  I  will  arrravmte  bis  ftih :]  StUt  is  a  phrafe  from-  the  he- 
rald*! office.  Falftaffmeans,  that  be  will  add  more  titles  to  tbofe  be  al*. 
ready  enjns.        Stiivens. 

5  ^^matMot^^^Barhafon^^']  The  reader  who  if  coriooi  to  know 
any  particulars  concerning  thefe  demons,  may  find  them  in  Reginald 
Scott*s  jHveHtarie  of  the  Namesy  Shades,  Powers,  Covernmentf  and 
EffeSt.  of  Devils  and  Spirits,  &c.  p.  377,  &c.  From  hence  it  appears 
that  Amaimon  was  king  of  tbe  Eafi,  and  Barhatos  a  great  cwa^ 
or  earle,     Stsivxns. 

•  ^m  yfhtoi'Cnckold  /]  One  who  knows  his  wifc*s  falfehood,  and  It 
contented  with  it ;— ^rom  wittan.  Sax.  to  know.     Malon x; 

6  -.«  an   Iri&man  with  my  afna-vitit   bottle,]   Heywood^    in  hit ' 
Cballeniefor  Beanty,  1636,  mentions  theloveof  4fatf-vir«  i^charac* 
teriftick  of  the  Iri£  :  • 

<<  The  Briton  he  metheglin  quaffs, 
«  The  Irijb  a^ua-xrit^ty* 
The  Irifli  aqua-vititf  I  believe,  was  not  brandy,  but  afynebanghp 
lor  which  Ireland  has  been  long  celebrated.     Malonb. 

Derickc,  in  Tbe  Image  of  Irelande,  1581,  Sign.  F  a,  mentions  C^** 
beagbif  and  in  a  note  explains  it  to  mean  aawa  xitet*    Rbid* 

Vol.  I.  R  with 


llcjLigAacjpcaaiciMraiTJafaBgr!  E^ewca  o^ciock  '  tit 
koer;  I  «il  ^nntJK.  all,  icacc  xr  wiie,  be  icwc^el 
ssFaidbdi;  ja^Iaof^  s  ?«{<:  ImSl  afaoac  k;  better 
nm  ttxn  s»  »a,  tku  m  memsot  ho  bcc  Fie.  ir, 
ie!  cadEflU!  CKkoid!  cackaUJ  £!«. 

SCENE  m. 

iTa^fr  FMri. 
Ewfer  Caius  «ii^  Rugbt. 
Caigs.  JadLRcgbjr! 
^«/.  Sir. 

Ciu«/.  Vat  u  de  dock,  Jid^? 
i{«/.  Tis  pit  the  hour,  fir,  that  fir  Ha^  pmdfcd  « 


Ctf/«/.  67  ^ar,  he  hxi  fare  hii  foo!,  dat  he  is  no  come  ; 
he  ha^  pray  hii  pible  rcU,  dat  he  is  no  come  :  bj  gar. 
Jack  Raeby,  he  is  dead  already ,  if  he  be  come. 
.    Ru^.  He  is  wife,  fir  ;  he  kneWy  joor  H-orfhip  would 
kill  him,  if  he  came. 

Caiuj.  By  gar,  de  herring  is  no  dead,  (b  as  I  Till  kill 
him.  Take  your  rapier.  Jack ;  I  viU  tell  yoa  haw  I  Till 
kill  him. 

Rug,  Alas,  fir,  I  cannot  fence. 

Cuius,  Villainy,  take  your  rapier. 

Rug,  Forbear;  here's  company. 

Enter  Hofl,  Shallow,  Slinder,  madViLOtn 
Hoft.  *Blefs  thee,  bully  dodor. 
^bal,  'Save  you,  mailer  dodor  Gains. 
Fage,  Now,  good  mafter  dodor  ! 

7  E/evin  o'clock'^]  Ford  ihoald  rather  have  faid  ttn  o\Uck  :  tfaft 
time  wat  between  ten  and  eleven;  and  his  ifflpatient  fulpicjoa  was  not 
likely  to  ftay  beyond  the  time.     Johnsok. 

It  is  neced'ary  for  the  buAnefs  of  the  piece  tii»t  FalftafT  (hoold  be  at 
Ford*s  houfe  before  his  return.  Hence  our  author  makes  him  namt  tbe 
later  hour.  See  p.  251  :— <<  The  clock  gives  me  my  cue  ;•— >there  1/bsU 
find  FalflaffC^  When  he  fays  above,  *<  I  (hall  prevent  th'n^  he  meansy 
jiot  thcmeeUflgf  but  bit  wif(;*t  t fft^ng  her  purpofe.    MAioKa* 


O  F    W  I  N  D  S  O  R,  H3 

1/flf.  Give  von  good-moriDWf  fir.  ^ 

Cains.  Vat  be  all  you»  one,  two»  tree,  four,  come  for  ? 

Hoft.  To  fee  thee  fight,  to  fee  thee  fbin  •,  to  fee  thee 
traverfe,  to  fee  thee  hete,  to  fee  thee  there  ;  to  fee  thee 
pafs  thy  punto,  thy  ftock*,  thy  revcrfe,  thy  diiUnce, 
thy  montant.  Is  he  dead,  my  Ethiopian  ?  Is  he  dead» 
my  Francifco  •  ?  ha,  bully  !  What  fays  my  .^culapius  f 
my  Galen  ?  my  heart  of  elder  i  ?  ha  1  is  he  dead,  bully 
Stale  *  ?  is  he  dead  ? 

Caius,  By  gar,  he  is  de  coward  Jack  prieft  of  the  vorld ; 
he  is  not  (hew  his  face. 

Hoft.  Thou  art  a  Caftilian>  king.  Urinal!  Heftor  of 
Greece,  my  boy  I 

Caius.  I  pray  you,  bear  vitncfs  that  me  have  (lay  fix  op 
feven,  two,  tree  hours  for  him,  and  he  is  no  come. 

Shal,  He  is  the  wifer  man,  mailer  dodlor  :  he  is  a  curer 
of  fouls  i  and  you  a  curer  of  bodies  ;  if  you  (hould  fight, 
you  go  againft  the  hair  ♦  of  your  profeffions :  is  it  not  true, 
mailer  Page  ? 

•  —  to  fee  tbte  foin,]  To  foirtt  I  believe,  was  the  ancient  term  for 
nakiog  a  thruft  in  fencing,  or  tilting.     Steevens. 

9  •—  thy  ftock,]  Stock  is  a  corruption  of  JlocMfa,  Ital.  from  which 
language  the  technical  terms  that  follow  are  liicewife  adopted.  Stie  v. 
.  *  —  avy  Frjincifco  ?]  He  means,  my  Frenchman.  The  quarto  reads 
mmtny  Francf-yit,      Malonx. 

*  .mmmyhtart  of  tldirf]  It  (hould  be  remembcr*dy  to  make  this 
joke  reU(h,  that  toe  efdcr  tree  has  no  heart.  I  fuppofe  this  expreflion 
.was  made  ufe  of  in  oppodtion  to  the  common  one,  heart  of  oak.  St  x  e  v. 

«  —  bully  Stali  f\  The  reaibn  why  Caitis  is  called  bully  Stafe,  and 
afterwards  Urinsif  muft  be  fufficiently  obvioas  to  every  reader.  Stxxv. 

3  —  CaftUiaa^^l  Cafiilian  and  Ethiopian^  like  Cataian,  appear  in 
•ur  author's  time  to  have  been  cant  terms.  I  have  met  with  them  in 
more  than  one  of  the  old  comedies.  I  fuppofe  C$fiilian  was  the  cant 
teim  for  ^^^i niard i n  general .     Stkevxns. 

I  believe  this  was  a  popular  flur  upon  the  Spaniards,  who  were  held 
in  great  contempt  after  the  buAnefs  of  the  Armada,  Thus  we  have  a 
J^reatift  Pareewotictlf  wherein  it  Jhewed  the  right  way  to  rejift  the  Cafti« 
'  lian  king :  and  a  fonnet,  prefixed  to  Lea's  AnfKoer  to  tit  Untruths 
fublijbod  in  Sfainy  in  glorie  of  their  fuppojed  ViSory  atchicued  againti 
•»r  Englijh  NaviCf  begms :  **  Thou  fond  Cajiilian  king  /"—and  fo  m 
othfcr  places.     F a  r  m  x  a  • 

♦  —  againft  the  hair  &c.]  This  phrafe  is  proverbial,  and  is  taken 
from  ftrolung  the  i&tfir  of  animals  a  contrary  way  to  that  in  which  \t 
giows^— We  ntw  fay  aeainil  the  grain.     S  t  x  f  v iu«  s • 

R  z  Fagt. 
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Fait.  Maicr  SkalloK^  fps  kaveyoKiUf  becaagrtit 
ftghter^  tbough  now  a  maa  cf  ptice. 

^^«/.  Bodjkiiis,  ma£cr  Page,  dioagk  I  now  be  old, 
aad  of  the  peace,  if  I  fee  afword  Dot,  bt  i^er  itdies  tp 
fluke  one :  thoo^  we  are  jnitices,  and  dofian,  aai 
dwrchmen,  mafier  Page,  we  hare  iamst  (alt  of  oar  joodi 
io  OS  ;  we  are  the  fimi  of  woaeii,  maficr  Page. 

Page.  'Til  true,  mafter  Shallow. 

Shal.  It  will  be  foond  fo,  mailer  P^e.  Matter  dofior 
Caiiu,  I  am  come  to  fetch  yoa  home.  I  am  fwom  of  the 
peace :  yoo  have  Ihew'd  yourfelf  a  wiie  phjrficiaa,  and 
Sir  HngJi  hath  (hewn  himfelf  a  wife  and  patient  chorch- 
man  :  yoa  moft  go  with  me,  mate-  doSor. 

H9fi.  Pardon,  gneft  jaftice  : — A  word,  MoufieorMocb' 
water '. 

Caius»  Mock-vater  !  vat  is  dat  ? 

H§Ji»  Mock-water,  in  our  Engliih  toneoe^  isTakHri 
bully. 

Caius.  By  gar,  then  I  have  as  much  mock-vater  as  dc 

5  jtword^  Af'iiy/fvr  Mock-water.1  The  fecond  ofthcfe  words  vai 
recovered  from  the  early  quarto  by  Mr.  Theobald.  Some  years  ago  I 
iufpcAcd  that  mock-water f  which  appears  to  me  to  afibrd  no  meaning, 
was  corrupt,  and  that  the  author  w rote <»Alii«- water.  I  have  finct 
obferved  that  the  words  mock  and  make  are  often  confounded  in  the  old 
copies,  fSee  Vol.  II.  pp.  2I)  83.I  and  have  therefore  now  more  confi- 
dence in  my  conje^lure.  It  is  obiervable  that  the  hoft,  svailing  himiclf 
of  the  Do£^or's  ignorance  of  English,  annexes  to  the  terms  that  he  nies 
a  fenfe  direAly  uppofite  to  their  real  import.  Thus,  the  poor  Frcncb> 
man  is  made  to  believe,  that  «  he  will  clapptr-cloHo  thee  ti^djy** 
fignifies,  *<  he  will  make  thee  amends,''*  Again,  when  he  propofes  to 
br  hiv  frttndy  he  tells  him,  "  for  this  I  will  be  thy  advtrfary  toward 
Anni:  rage.**  So  alfo,  inflead  of  «  heart  of  cakf*  he  calls  him  **  heaK 
ot  eider/*  In  the  fame  way,  he  informs  him  that  Make-vfater  meant 
**  t/^i/uirr.**—- In  the  old  play  called  the  Life  and  Death  ofLorJCromweiit 
160S1  a  female  of  this  name  is  mentioned. 

l>r.  Farmer,  however,  obfervesto  me,  that  JlfwcA- water  maybe  the 
true  leading,  that  term  being  ufed  in  fome  counties  3  Signifying  the 
oozing  of  a  muck  or  dung>hill.     Ma  lone. 

The  hoil  means,  I  believe,  to  reflect  on  the  infpeQion  of  urine,  which 
made  a  conftderable  part  of  pradical  phyfick  in  that  time  ;  yet  J  do  noC 
well  fee  the  meaning  of  mock-water.     Johnsom. 

'id  mi'tk,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra^  undoubtedly  figniiies  to  ^mj  wtim 
Shakipcare  may  therefore  chufe  to  reprtfcnt  Caius  as  one  to  whom  a 
Mri/irf/ wasaplay-thing.    &TXXvii<s« 

Engliihman: 
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Engliflunan :— Scurvy  jack-dog-prieft !  by  gar,  me  nil 
CQtiiis  ears.  . 
.  £fiy?.  He  will  clapper-claw  thee  tightly,  bully. 

Caius.  Clapj)er-de-claw  !  vat  is  dat  ? 

Hoft,  That  IS,  he  will  make  thee  amends. 

Caius.  By  gar,  me  do  look,  he  (hall  dapper-de-claw 
me  ;  for,  by  gar,  me  vill  have  it. 

Hoft.  And  I  will  provoke  him  to't,  or  let  him  wag. 

Caius.  Me  tank  you  for  dat, 

Hoft,  And  moreover,  bully,— But  firft,  mafter  goeft, 
and  mailer  Page,  and  eke  cavalero  Slender,  go  yoo 
through  the  town  to  Frogmore.  [^AJiJt  to  tbim. 

Page.  Sir  Hueh  is  there,  is  he  ? 

H^.  He  is  there :  fee  what  humour  he  is  in ;  and  I 
will  bring  the  dodor  about  by  the  fields  :  will  it  do  well  ? 

ShaL  We  will  do  it. 

Fa^e,  ShaL  and  Slen.  Adieu,  good  mafter  doctor. 

{^Exeunt  '? KG z.  Shallow,  aW  Slender* 

Caius.  By  gar,  me  vill  kill  de  prieft  ;  for  he  fpeak  for 
a  jack-an-ape  to  Anne  Page. 

Hoft.  Let  him  die :  but,  firft  *,  iheath  thy  impatience ; 

throw  cold  water  on  thy  choler  :  eo  about  the  nelds  with 

\  me  through  Frogmore  ;  I  will  bring  thee  where  miftrefj 

Anne  Page  is,  at  a  farm-houfe  a  foafting  ;  and  thou  ihalt 

woo  her  :  cry 'd  game  *,  faid  I  well  ? 

Caius.  By  gar,  me  tank  you  for  dat:  by  gar,  I  love 
you  ;  and  I  (hall  procure-a  you  de  good  guen,  de  earl, 
de  knight,  de  lords,  de  gentlemen,  my  patients. 

Hoft.  For  the  lyhich,  J  will  bp  thy  advcrfary  toward 
^nne  Page  ;  faid  I  well  ? 

*  -r-  hut^firjli[  Thefe  wordi  were  recorered  from  the  old  quarto  by 
lidiw  Theobald.     Maloni. 

^  —  cry^d  gamtfl  We  yet  fay,  in  colloquial  Ungpase,  tbatfueh  a 
one  is — ;iimr» — or  gamt  to  tb*  back.  Cfy*dgame^  might  mean,  in  thofc 
days, — a  froftjCd  bucky  one  who  wa9  as  wdl  known  by  the  report  of  hit 
gallantry,  as  he  could  have  been  by  proclsmmtUn*  ThuSf  in  Troilui 
gnd  Crijpda  : 

*<  On  whofe  bright  creft,  fame,  with  l^er  loud*ft  O-yes^ 
<<  Crirj,  this  is  he.** 
Again  t  <«  Thou  art  proclaimed  a  foo},  I  think.**  . 
Againy  in  King  Lear  i  "  '^  A  proclaimed  prifc.**  .STKBrsitt. 

R  3  Cains. 
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CafMs.  By  gar»  'tis  good ;  veil  fsdd. 

Ho^.  Let  us  wag  then. 

Cat  us.  Come  at  my  heels.  Jack  Rugby. 


[BxeBMt. 


ACT    III.     SCENE    I. 

J  fitU  near  Frogmore. 
Enter  Sir  Hugh  Evans  and  Simple. 

Events,  I  pray  you  now,  good  mafter  Slender's  ferving* 
man,  and  friend  Simple  by  your  name,  which  way  have 
you  looked  for  mafter  Caius,  that  calls  himfelf />«Ar  #/* 
Phj/ckf    ' 

SimpU,  Marry,  fir,  the  clty-wardS  the  park-ward« 
every  way ;  old  Windfor  way,  and  every  way  bat  the 
town  way. 

Evans,  I  moft  fehemently  defire  yoQ>  you  will  alfo  look 
that  way. 

Simple,  I  will,  fir. 

Evans,  'Plefs  my  foul !  how  full  of  cholers  I  am,  and 
trempling  of  mind  !— I  (hall  be  glad,  if  he  have  deceived 
me  : — ^how  melancholies  I  am  ! — I  will  kno^  his  arinals 
about  his  knave's  coftard,  when  I  have  good  opportuni- 
ties for  the  'ork  :— 'plefs  my  ibul ! 

To  Jhdllonjo  rivers  ^^  to  nuhofe  fallt  LA'/'» 

Melodions  birds  Jing  madrigals  ; 
There  vuill  tve  make  onr  feds  ofro/es. 
And  a  tbou/and  fragrant  fofas. 
To  Jhallov>-^ 

'Mercy  on  me !  I  have  a  great  difpofitions  to  cry. 

Melodious 

1  —  tht  c1ty-f0tfn/,]  i.  e.  towardf  Loodon.  So,  in  JT.  Htmry  VI,  P.  I. 
<•  ■  you  may  perceive, 

««  Their  powen  are  inarching  unto  Paris-totfr*/." 
The  firft  fbiio  hat<-^yAy-^'ard,  which  in  the  lecond  folio  was  corrupt- 
ed into«*pitty-w^ry<     1  he  emendation  was  fuggcfted  by  Mr.  Steevent, 
who  likewife  propofei  ftttj-st^,     Mal on z. 

*  Topallow  riven,  Ice]  Thefe  lines  arc  part  of  an  old  fong  written 
byChriitopher  Mailowe,  which  was  Arft  published  imperfefHy  in  1599, 
and  afterwards  entire  in  a  CoUe6ion  of  Vcrfes  entitled  Engimnd**  BtH^ 

e9M, 
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Melodious  birds  fing  madrigals  \-^ 
When  as  I  fat  in  Pahylon  %— 
And  a  thou/and  vagrant  pofies. 
To  /hallow — 
Simple.  Yonder  he  is*  coming,  this  way,  fir  Hugh, 
Evans,  He's  welcome  : — 

To  JhallotM  rivers  f  to  tuho/e  falls"^ 
Heaven  profper  the  right  I— What  weapons  is  he  ? 

Simple,  No  weapons,  fir :    There  comes  my  mailer^ 
mafter  Shallow,  and  another  gentleman  from  Frogmorc,  ^ 
over  the  ftilc,  this  way. 

Evans.  Pray  yop,  give  me  my  gown ;  or  elfe  keep  it 
in  your  arms,. 

Enter  Tage,  Shallow,  and  Slender. 
^  Sl?aL  How  now,  mailer  parfon  ?    Good-itiOriow,  good 
fir  Hugh.     Keep  a  gamefter  ^m  the  dice,  and  a  good 
Audent  from  his  book,  and  it  is  wonderful. 

to9t  printed  in  1600;  begiaBing  thus:  «  Come  live  ^ti  mtf  and  he 
my  love,  &c.**  Evans  ia  his  panick  mif-racitei.  the  liocS|  which  ia  ti^ 
original  run  thus : 

«<  There  will  we  fit  upon  the  rockt, 

<«  And  fee  the  flkepherdt  feed  their  floekf^  ' 

^<  ^y  ihallow  rivers,  to  whofe  fails 
«  Melodious  birdi  fing  madrigslt  1  . 
«  There  will  /  make  ibee  beds  of  rofef 
"  ffltb  a  thoufand  fragrant  pofies  8cc.^ 
In  the  modern  editions  the  veries  fung  by  Sit  Hdgh  have  beeA  corral- 
td,  I  think,  improperly.    His  mif-recitals  were  ceftaliUy  intended.-* 
He  ^ngs  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  (hew  that  he  is  not  afraid,    io 
Bottom,  in  A  Mldfummtr  Nigbt^t  Dream  :  **  I  will  Walk  dp  And  dowa 
here,  and  I  mii  Jing,  that  they  ihall  hear,  I  am  not  afraid.''*  Malonx. 
Z  iVben  at  J  fat  in  Pabyhity-^Jl  TUl  line  it  from  tbe  old  verfioa  of 
the  X37th  Pfalm  : 

«  ff^ben  toe  did  ft  in  Babylon^ 

**  The  r'voert  round  about, 
<<  Then,  in  remembrance  of  Sion, 
«<  The  tears  for  grief  burft  out.'* 
The  word  rivui  i.i  the  fecond  line  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  beaii 
brought  to  Sir  Hugh*t  thoughts  by  the  line  of  Marlowe*8  madrigal  that' 
he  has  juft  repeated  \  and  in  his  fright  he  blenda  the  facred  and  prophase 
long  together.  The  old  quarto  ha>-^<  There  lived  a  man  m  Babylon'^* 
^ which  was  the  firft  line  of  an  old  fong  mentioned  Ib  Twefftk  Nigbi  >m 
but  (he  other  line  it  more  ia  charad^er.    Malokx* 

R  4.  Skn. 
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Sle».  Ah  fweet  Anne  Page  I 

Fagi.  Save  yoa«  good  fir  Hogh  ! 

E'uans,  'Plels  you  Stom  his  mercy  fake,  all  of  yoo ! 

SbaL  What  I  the  fword  and  the  word  1  do  yoo  fludy 
them  both,  mailer  paribii  ? 

Pagi.  And  youthful  ftill^  in  your  doublet  and  hofi^ 
this  raw  rheumatick  day  ? 

Enfams.  There  is  reafons  and  canfes  for  it. 

Pagg»  We  are  come  to  you,  to  do  a  good  office*  mafier 
fMirfon. 

E'uans.  Fervwell:  What  is  it? 

Page.  Yonder  is  a  moft  reverend  gentleman,  who  be- 
fike,  having  received  wrong  by  ibme  peribn,  is  at  moi 
odds  with  his  own  grayity  and  patience,  that  ever  you 
iaw. 

Sbal.  I  have  lived  bmfgM^  X^^^^.  ^^^  upward ;  I 
never  heard  a  man  of  his  place,  grayity,  ana  learning, 
fo  wide  of  his  own  refped. 

Evans,  What  is  he  ? 

Page.  I  think  you  know  him ;  mafter  dodor  Caios,  the 
renowned  French  phyfician. 

EvaHs.  Got's  will,  and  his  pafiion  of  my  heart  !  I  had 
as  lief  yo>u  would  tell  me  of  a  mefs  of  porridge. 

Page.  Why? 

Evans.  He  has  no  more  knowledge  in  Hibocrates  and 
Galen, — and  he  is  a  knave  beiides  ;  a  cowardly  knave, 
as  you  would  defires  td  be  acquainted  withal. 

Page.  I  warrant  you,  he's  the  man  fhould  fight  with 
him. 

S/en.  O,  fiveet  Anne  Page  ! 

Enter  Hof^,  Caius,  and  Kvcby. 

Sbal.  It  appears  fo,  by  his  weapons :— -Keep  them 
afiinder ;— here  comes  dodor  Caius. 

Page.  Nav,  good  mafter  parfon,  keep  in  your  weapon* 

Sbal.  So  do  you,  good  mailer  dodor. 

Hoft.  Difarm  them,  and  let  them  queftion ;  let  them 
keep  their  limbs  whole,  and  hack  our  finglilh. 

Caius.  I  pray  you,  let-a  me  fpeak  a  wc^  vit  your  ear. 
Verefbre  viO  you  not  meet-a  mc  ? 

E'vans. 
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Mvani.  Pray  you;  nfe  vour  patience :  In  eood  time. 

Caiuj,  By  gar,  you  are  de  coward^  de  Jack  aog»  John  ape. 

Evans.  Pray  you,  let  as  not  be  laughing-l^gs  to  ocner 
men's  humours ;  I  deiire  you  in  friendfliip,  and  I  will  one 
way  or  other  make  you  amends : — I  will  knog  your  urinalt 
about  your  knave's  cogs-comb,  for  miffing  your  meetr 
ings  and  appointments^. 

Caius.  D table  ! — Jack  Rugbv^ — ^mine  H»ft  de  Jartirrt^ 
liave  I  not  day  for  him,  to  kill  him  ?  have  I  not,  at'de 
place  I  did  appoint  ? 

E'vans,  As  I  am  a  chriftians  (bul,  now,  look  you,  this 
is  the  place  appointed  %  I'll  be  judgment  by  mine  hoft  of 
the  Garter. 

Hoft.  Peace,  I  fay,  Guallia  and  Gaul ',  French  and 
Welch  ;  foul-curer  and  body-curer. 

Caius.  Ay,  dat  is  very  good !  excellent ! 

Hoft.  Peace,  I  fav;  hear  mine  hoft  of  the  Garter.  Am 
I  politick  ?  am  I  fubtle  ?  am  I  a  Machiavel  ?  Shall  I  lofe 
my  dodor  ?  no  ;  he  gives  me  the  potions,  and  the  mo- 
tions. Shall  I  lofe  my  parfon  ?  my  prieft  ?  my  fir  Hugh  ? 
no ;  he  gives  me  the  pro-verbs  and  the  no-verbs.— -Give 
me  thy  hand,  terreftial ;  fo: — Give  me  thy  hand,  celeftial ; 
fo.-^Boys  of  art,  I  have  deceived  you  both  ;  I  have  di« 
reded  you  to  wrong  places  :  your  hearts  are  mighty, 
your  ikina  are  whole,  and  let  burnt  fack  be  the  iflue.— 
Come,  lav  their  fwords  to  pawn: — Follow  me,  lad  of 
peace;  follow,  follow,  follow. 

ShaLTruft  me,  a  mad  hoft : — Follow,  gentlemen,  follow. 

Slen,  O,  fweet  Anne  Page  ! 

[Exeunt  Shallow,  Slender,  Page,  ii«^Hof(. 

Caius.  Ha !  do  I  perceive  dat  ?  have  you  make-a  de 
fot  of  us^?  ha,  ha! 

4  — /er  mij/ing  ^our  meetings  *nd  app^iutmentu']  Thefe  words,  which 
•re  not  in  the  foho,  were  recovered  from  the  quarto  by  Mr.  Pope* 

Malonx. 

5  Guallia  and  Caul,']  The  folio  readi — Gallia  aoj  Oaul ;  but  the 
leading  of  the  old  quarto  [Gawle  and  Gawlia]  juftifiet  the  emenda- 
tion now  made,  which  wai  fuggefted  by  Dr.  Farmer,  GmalRa  is  fVai* 
Ha*     Malone. 

Thus,  in  IT.  Henn  VI,  P.  II.  Gualtwriw  Walter.    Stxxvbvs. 

6  mekt-a  de  fot  of  in  /]  Sot  ia  French  iigaifies  a  JfM,    M  a  l ow  x. 

^  Evans. 
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Evans.  This  is  well ;  he  has  made  as  his  yloafin;* 
4og.— I  dcfire  you,  that  we  may  be  friends  ;^  and  let  nt 
knog  our  prains  together,  to  be  revenge  on  this  fame  fcall» 
icurvy  ^,  cogging  companion,  the  hoft  of  the  Garter. 

Caius,  By  gar,  vit  all  my  heart;  he  promife  to  bring 
itkt  vere  is  Anne  Page  :  by  gar,  he  deceive  me  too. 

Evans.  Well,  I  will  fmitc  his  noddles  ;—^ Pray  yo» 
follow.  [ExiMMt. 

SCENE    IL 

ne  Street^  in  Windfor. 

Enter  Miftrefi  Page  and  Robin. 

Mrs.  Page.  Nay,  keep  your  way,  little  gallant ;  yon 
Were  wont  to  be  a  follower,  but  now  you  are  a  leader : 
Whetlicrhad  you  rather,  lead  mine  eyes,  or  eye  your 
mailer's  heels  ? 

R^h.  I  had  rather,  forfooth,  go  before  you  like  a  man, 
than  foIlo\<^  him  like  a  dwarf. 

Mii,  Page,  O,  you  area  flattering  boy ;  now,  I  fee, 
you'll  be  a  courtier. 

Enter  Ford. 

Fcrd.  Well  met,  miltrefs  Page  :  Whither  go  you  ? 

Mn,  Page,  Truly,  fir,  to  fee  your  wife ;  Is  (he  at  home  ? 

Ford.  Ay  ;  and  as  idle  as  fhe  may  hang  togetlicr,  for 
want  of  company  :  1  think,  if  your  halbands  were  dead, 
you  two  would  marry. 

Mrs.  Page.  Be  fure  of  that,— two  other  hufbands. 

Ford.  Where  had  you  this  pretty  weather-cock  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  I  cannot  tell  what  the  dickens  his  name  it 
my  hufband  had  him  of:  What  do  you  call  your  knight's 
name,  firrah  ? 

Rob.  Sir  John  FamafF. 

Ford.  Sir  John  FalflaiF  ! 

Mrs.  Page.  He,  he ;  I  can  never  hit  on's  name.— 
There  is  fuch  a  league  between  my  good  man  and  he  I— 
Is  your  wife  at  home,  indeed  ? 

▼  —  fcall,  fcurvyy]  Sen!!  wzi  an  old  word  of  reproach,  as  fcaB  wai 
afterwards.     Chaucer  imprecates  on  his  jcnv'tner  : 

*•  Under  tliy  longe  lockes  maycft  tliou  have  the  fcalle.*^  Johnson. 
Sec  Lcfiticu5,i3ih  Ch.^v.  30,  31,  and  fcq^.    Wmalliy. 

Ferd. 
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ttrd.  Indeed,  (he  it. 

Mrs^  Page,  By  yoar  leave,  fir ;— I  am  fick,  till  I  fe«. 
her.  [Exeunt  Mrs*  Page  and  Ro  b  i  >r  • 

Ford,  Has  Page  any  brains  ?  hath  he  any  eyes  ?  hath 
he  any  thinking  ?  Sure  they  fleep ;  he  hath  no  ufe  of  them. 
Why,  this  boy  will  carry  a  letter  twenty  miles,  as  caly- 
as  a  cannon  will  ihoot  point-blank  twelve  fcore.  He 
pieces-out  his  wife's  inclination  ;  he  gives  her  folly  mo- 
tion, and  advantage  :  and  now  (he's  going  to  my  wife, 
and  FalftafF's  boy  with  her.  A  man  may  hear  this  ihower 
fing  in  the  wind  '.—and  Falftaff's  boy  with  her !— Good 
plots ! — they  are  laid  ;  and  our  revolted  wives  (hare  dam* 
nation  together.  Well ;  I  will  take  him,  then  torture 
my  wife,  pluck  the  borrow'd  veil  of  modefty  from  the  fo 
feeming  millrefs  Page',  divulge  Page  himfelf  for  afecure 
and  wilful  Aclscon  ;  and  to  thefe  violent  proceedings  all 
my  neighbours  (hall  cry  aim*.  [Clock  ftr ikes, ^  The  clock 
gives  me  my  cue,  and  my  auiirance  bids  me  fearch| 
tiiere  I  (hall  find  Falila(F '.  I  (hall  be  rather  praifed  for 
this,  than  mock'd ;  for  ^it  is  as  po(itive  as  the  earth  it 
firm  •,  that  FalflafF  is  there  :  I  will  go. 

Enter  Page,    Shallow,    Slender.    Hoft,  Sir  Hugh 
Evans,  Caius,  and  Rugby. 

Shal,  Page,  &c.  Well  met,  mailer  Ford. 
Ford,  Truft  me,  a  good  knot :   I  have  good  cheer  at 
home  ;  and,  I  pray  yon,  all  go  with  me. 
Shal,  I  muft  excufe  myfelf,  mailer  Ford. 

•  —  fo  feeming  miftrefs  Page,]  /timing  Ufpeciouu     So,  in  K,  Lear  s 
"  If  aught  within  that  litde  feeming  fubftancc— ."     Stzxvxni. 

9  — (hall  cty  aim.']  i.  e.  (hall  encourage.  So,  in  Fcnton's  Tragical 
Difcourfes,  1567  :— «<  (landing  rather  in  his  window  to— rr^r  aime,  than 
helping  any  waycto  part  the  frayc." 

The  phrafe  is  taken  from  archery.  It  feems  to  have  been  the  office 
of  the  aim-crier,  to  give  notice  to  the  Archer  when  he  was  within  t 
proper  diftance  of  his  mark,  or  In  a  direA  line  with  it ;  and  to  point 
out  why  he  failed  to  ftrilceit.  So,  in  the  Spanifb  Cipft,  a  com.  1653  t 
»-«  great  bobbers  have  (hot  at  me ;— but  I  myfelt  gave  aim  thus  >-• 
wide  four  bows ;  fliort  three  and  a  half,  &c.*'     Stssvzks. 

•  ^^  as  the  eartb  is  firm,']  So,  in  Macbeth  : 

••  ——.Thou  fure  and/r«-fet  tsrtb^^^^    Maloni, 

Slen. 
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SUm*  And  fo  muft  I,  fir ;  we  h&re  appointed  to  dine 
with  mifb-efs  Ar.oe»  and  I  wtmld  not  breik  with  her  fer 
DOre  money  than  Til  ipeak  of. 

Skai.  We  haie  linger 'd  '  aboat  a  match  between 
Anne  Page  and  my  couiin  Slender,  and  tiiis  day  we  (hall 
have  our  anfwer. 

SUm,  I  hope,  I  have  yoor  good  «illt  father  Page. 

Pnge.  You  have,  mafter  Slender  ;  I  dand  whollv  fir 
yon  : — but  my  wife,  mailer  doctor,  b  for  you  altogetner. 

Caiui,  Ay,  by  gar ;  and  de  maid  is  lore-a  me  ;  my 
Borih-a  Quickly  tell  me  fo  mufli. 

hs/.  What  fay  you  to  young  mailer  Fenton  ?  he 
capers,  he  dances,  be  has  eyes  of  youth,  he  writes  veriei, 
lie  fpeaks  holy  day  \  he  fmells  April  and  May  '  :  he  will 

'  XKr  L0ve  liitie^'d^-']  They  hzvenot  linger*d  rery  long.  Themauh 
was  propcfci  b)  air  Hugh  but  rhe  day  before.     Joknsosc. 

Staliivt  Te:7i{tr.Zixhc  ^ffikT  at  having  been  />ie^  iw  haeJy  thache 
nay  bfrt'fr  nccufe  hlmMf  mi  ^lendfr  from  acccpt<ng  Ferd'%  invitadoa 
en  t.^!?  -liv  when  it  wjs  zo  beconcl-jici.     St  el  v  ens. 

VtiiXdy*  we  (houid  read— <';/;£;4rrV,  or  lanffttr'd^  which  may  hare  bees 
•  provincial  word  for  tdUtJ,  from  lingua,  La%  or  iJ'.guty  Yt'**'  Let  thy 
tongue  lar.vfr  with  arguments  of  ftatc."  occurs  in  T'u.ilfth  S"igbt  \  bt: 
itnriUtV  :.r  "wr.cd,  there  is  rcafon  to  fufpect  that  it  is  an  error  nf  the 
prefi. — Vrhr^uard  in  French  is  a  praticr;  and  hnguajtr  figniiies  to 
tailc.  L'r.ou-.fi  ind  Hr.^uac:obs  are  both  Engliili  ternu,  and  In  Blount's 
Cl:Jpi%ratly  wc  nr.cet  with  the  fubflantive  iir.guer,     M alone, 

-  —  ^»  •a/ri.'ri  vtrfcif  he  //.cjks  holyday,]  i.  e.  in  an  high-flowni 
fufiian  fl>!e.  It  was  called  a  b-Jy-day  jiyle^  from  the  old  cuftom  of 
a^tir^  their  forces  oi  x.ht  mxjl tries  and  morM/ities,  which  were  turgid  and 
bomla'.f,  on  holy-days.  §o,  in  Much  Ade  ah'iut  Nothing  :"  1  cannot 
woo  \nfip..i<al  Urns,**  And  again,  in  The  Merchant  r.JVtnicc  : 

*'  'J  hou  fj^end'll  fuch  hi^b-day  luit  in  praiilng  him."     Warbv*. 

I  fuf.cdt  that  Dr.  Warb.uion's  luppofition  that  this  phrafc  is  derived 
from  tiir  fc jf'in  of  adding  the  old  myfleries,  is  but  an  holyday  hypothefis  ; 
^nd  h.ivc  prckrvcd  hi:*  note  only  for  the  fake  of  the  pallages  he  quotei. 
Fcnton  !:*  not  reprcfentej  as  a  talker  of  bombaft. 

He  ff^cjki  holyday^  I  believe,  means  only,  his  l3ng\:age  is  more  curi^ 
#01  and  a^cciedly  ch^jen  than  that  ufcd  by  ordinary  men.     Malqne,. 

.^  he  Ipcakb  'holyday^]     So,  in  AT.  Henry  I^,  V.  I. 

"  With  m.iny  hJiday  and  lady  terms."     Ste evens. 

?  ^~~le  jmrlli  April  and  May  ;]  This  was  the  phraleology  of  the  time ; 
not  **  he  finclls  of  April"  &c.  So,  in  Meajure  for  Mcajur t  :^-^*^^  he 
would  mourh  wlih  .i  br^gar  of  hfly,  though  ihc  Jmelt  bn-Jon  bread  and 
garliilC"     Malom. 

carry 't,. 
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carry'tj  he  will  cariy't ;  'tis  in  his  buttons  ^ ;  he  wiU 
cany't. 

Page.  Not  by  my  confent,  I  promife  you.  ^  The  gen- 
tleman is  of  no  having  ^ :  he  kept  company  with  the  wild 
prince  and  Poins ;  he  is  of  too  high  a  region,  he  knows 
too  much.  No,  he  ihall  not  knit  a  knot  in  his  fortunes 
with  the  finger  of  my  fubftance :  if  he  take  her,  let  him 
take  her  iunply ;  the  wealth  I  have  waits  on  my  confent^ 
and  my  confent  goes  not  that  way. 

Fork.  1  befeech  you,  heartily,  (bme  of  you  go  home 
with  me  to  dinner  :  beiides  your  cheer,  you  ihall  have 
{port ;  I  will  fhew  you  a  monfler.—-M after  dodor^  you 
ihall  go  ; — fo  ihall  you,  matter  Page ; — and  you  Sir 
Hueh. 

ShaL  Well,  fare  you  well ;— w^  ihall  have  the  freer 
wooing  at  matter  Page's.       [Exeunt  S  H  a  l.  an  J  Sl  B  n  D« 

Casus.  Go  home,  John   Rugby ;    I  come  anon. 

[Exit  RuQBY. 

Hofi.  Farewell,  my  hearts  :  I  will  to  my  honett  knight 
Falftatt*,  and  drink  canary  with  him.  [Exit  Hott. 

For^.  [Afide.  ]  I  think,  I  (hall  drink  in  pipe-wine  firft 
with  him  ;  I'll  make  him  dance  *.    Will  you  go,  gentles  ? 

All.  Have  with  you,  to  fee  this  montter.  [Exeunt. 

4  —  *rf>  in  bis  buttons ;]  Alluding  to  an  ancient  cuftom  among  the 
tountry  fellows,  of  trying  whether  they  fhould  fucceed  with  their  mi* 
ftreffes,  by  carrying  the  batcbeior^s  buttons  (a  plant  of  the  Lycbnit  kind, 
whofe  flowers  refemble  a  coat  butcon  in  form)  in  their  pockets.  An4 
they  judged  of  their  good  or  bad  fuccefs,  by  their  growing,  or  their  not 
growing  there.     Smith. 

5  m^  of  no  having :]  Having  is  the  fame  at  eftati  w  fortune.  JoRNt* 
So,  in  Macbeth  : 

«  Of  noble  ^tfvjff^,  and  of  royal  hope.**     Ste  evens. 

^  IJhall  drink  in  pipe  wine  firji  with  him ;  T//  make  him  dance.^  Pipe 
is  known  to  be  a  veHel  of  wine,  now  containing  two  hogflieads.  Pipe 
wine  is  therefore  wine,  not  from  the  bottle,  but  the  pipe  ;  and  the  jeft 
coniifts  in  the  ambiguity  of  the  word,  which  fignifies  both  a  caik  of 
wine,  and  a  mulical  inftrument.     Johnson. 

Canary,  as  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  has  obierved,  in  the  name  of  a  dance  as  well 
as  of  a  wine.  The  phrafe^— «  to  drink  in  pipe  wine**  always  feemed  to  me 
a  very  ftrange  one,  till  I  met  with  the  following  paflagr  in  King  James*a 
firft  fpeech  to  his  parliament,  in  1604;  by  which  it  appears  that  **  to 
drink  in"  was  the  phrafeolog)-  of  the  time  :  **  —  who  either,  being  old, 
have  retained  their  Arfk  drunken  in  liquor,**  &c«    M  a  l  0  n  i . 

SCENE. 
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y/  Room  in  Ford's  Hcufe, 
Ertfr^  Mrs.  Ford,  ami  Mrs.   pAcr. 
F:-.:.  What,  John  !  what,  Robert  ! 
^'\s'-  Quickly,  quickly:  Js  the  buck-bi/kei— 
/",•■-'.  1  warrant : — What,  Robin,  1  fay, 

E::cr  S:'''^'fi:if/  iv'nb  a  Lajkcf, 
P  •::.  Come,  come,  come. 
Z'   •;.   H.rc.  for  it  uown. 
;'.  ^..  Ijivc  voj-  men  the  char;;c  ;  we   mufk  be 


K- 


i  low 


s  r  told  you  before,  John,  and 
Ti'  h.::d-by  in  the  brew-hoafc  ;  and 
.11  vvu.  come  forth,  and  (without 
i  \C.)  tnke  this  bafkcc  on  your  iLoul- 
:J.^^o  with  it  in  all  ha  lie,  and  carry 
>  in  D.'.rrhet  mead,  and  there  empt)' 
'•1,  i:\oic  by  the  Thames'  fiJc. 
ill  do  it  ? 

r  tv^ld  ihcm  over  and  oi'cr  ;  they  lack 
ic,  and  come  when  you  arc  c:iird. 

[£AtXi/  Serviints. 
Cv'^mcs  little  Robin. 

E'.ftr  Robin, 
now,  my  cyas-mufkct  -  r  what  new* 


N        "*  *'  •.•i.-..;cr  fir  John  is  come  in  at  your  back-door, 
M   =    -  •  :  ,'  ^-  ;   .;:ui  rctjuelh  your  company. 

"...   \  ou    liiilc  Jack-a-lent*,  have   you  been 

%  »      "»   .  I'.I  be  fworn  :  My  mailer  knows  not  of  your 

•%    •  ..    -1  '••;]  Fyat  IS  a  voung  unflcJg'd  fcawk  ;   I  frp-.^ofc 

•fku  !*•;-»■  •'•  i  V„.    ,  vvhlcli  ori,'',»n2Uy  figmned  p.ny  youn?  bird  rak -n 

ft  a  'iv  *^><  *  i'i-::^^'^,  atitrrward::  a  yi>ung    hawk.     f.Ijjlv:  flgnities  a 

^  ««  .v<«k<«  s'e  t.^i:  Inullcll  fpec'ies  of  hawks.     V/arrurton. 

»«ft<.jtok«.    8-  ;'> •  lAaic  as  infant  Litiiputlatm     S  T e  r  v k  v $ . 

^  *•••-«-  f«4«]  A  Jjiik  0*  l4jtt  was  a  puppet  thruvvn  at  in  Lcnc^ 

bcin; 
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bein^  here ;  and  hath  threaten'd  to  pat  me  into  everlaft* 
ing  liberty,  if  I  tell  you  of  it ;  'for,  he  fwears,  he'll  tnra 
me  away. 

Mrs.  Page.  Thou*rt  a  good  boy ;  this  fecrccy  of  thine 
ihall  be  a  tailor  to  thee^  and  fhall  make  thee  a  new 
doublet  and  hofe. — 1*11  go  hide  me, 

Mrs.  Ford.  Do  fo  : — Go  tell  thy  mafter,  I  am  aIone« 
Miftrefs  Page,  remember  you  your  cue.        J!^**'^  Robin. 

Mrs.  Page.  I  warrant  thee ;  if  I  do  not  aa  it,  hifs  me. 

{Exit  Mrs.  Pagi. 

Mrs.  Ford,  Go  to  then ;  we'll  ufe  this  unwholefome 
humidity,  this  grofs  watry  pumpion;  we'll  teach  him 
to  know  turtles  from  jays  •. 

Enter  Falstaff. 

FaL  Ha*ve  I  caught  thee,  my  heavenly  jewel*  ?  Why, 
now  let  me  die,  for  I  have  lived  long  enough*  ;  this  ig 
the  period  of  my  ambition  :  O  this  blefled  hour  ! 

Mrs.  Ford.  O  fweet  fir  John  ! 

Fal.  Miftrcfs  Ford,  I  cannot  cog,  I  cannot  prate* 
miftrefs  Ford.  Now  (hall  I  fm  in  my  wiih :  I  would  thy 
hufband  were  dead  ;  I'll  fpeak  it  before  the  beft  lord,  I 
would  make  thee  my  lady. 

Mrs.  Ford.  I  your  lady,  lir  John  !  alas,  I  (hould  be.  ft 
pitiful  lady. 

Fal.  Let  the  court  of  France  fhew  me  fuch  another  ;  \ 
fee  how  thine  eye  would  emulate  the  diamond  :  Thoa  haft 
the  right  arched  bent  ^  of  the  brow,  that  becomes  the 

9  .—  from  jays.']  So,  in  Cymhline  t 
it  — ^.«.-»,  foiuc  jay  of  Italy, 

"  Whofc  mother  was  her  painting,  fcc."     SrttTtKt* 
1  Have  I  caught  my  heavenly  jetoe!  f]  Is  the  firft  line  of  tht  feconi 
fong  in  Sidney's  Aftrophel  and  Stella,     Tol l it. 

»  IVbyy  noiv  let  me  die  \  Jor  I  have  lived  long  enough  j]  This  fent{« 
meat,  which  isof  facred  origin,  is  here  indecently  introduced.  It  ap- 
pears again,  with  fomewhat  iefs  of  profanenefs,  in  the  ff^tHier*s  TaUp 
A&IV.  znd  in  9ebellot  AA  II.     Ste evens. 

3  —  arched  bent—]  Thus  the  quartos  1602,  and  1619.  The  fblio 
feads— arched  beauty.     Steevins. 

The  reading  of  the  quarto  is  fupported  by  a  paflage  in  Antony  tni 
€Iiopatra : 

**  Eternity  was  in  our  lips  and  eyes, 
**  Blifs  in  our  browi^h^u^*    Maloks* 

4  ihip. 
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Ihip-tire^,  the  tire-valianc  ^,  or  any  tire  of  Venetian  wl- 
mittance^. 

Mrs.  Ford.  A  plain  kerchief,  fir  John  :  my  brows  be- 
come nothing  elfe  ;  n6r  that  well  neither. 

Fal.  Thou  art  a  traitor^  to  fay  fo :  thou  would'ftmake 
an  abfolutc  courtier;  and  the  firm  fixture  of  thy  foot 
would  give  an  excellent  motion  to  thy  gait,  in  a  femi- 
cirdedTarthingale.  I  fee  what  thou  wert,  if  fortune  thy 
foe  were  not ' ;  nature  is  thy  friend  '  :  Come,  thou  cani 
not  hide  it. 

4  —  that  becomti  tbtjhip^tirti]  The  Jhi^tirt  wai  an  open  head-dRfsi 
yfxxh  a  kind  of  fcarf  depending  from  behind.  Iti  name  of  pip-tirt  waiy 
1  prefumey  from  its  giving  the  wearer  fome  refemblance  of  a  Jbit  (ai 
Snakfpeare  fays)  in  «//  ber  trim:  with  all  her  pennants  out,  and  flags 
and  (hcamers  flying.     Wak burton. 

In  the  fifth  A€t  Fenton  mentions  that  his  miftrefs  it  to  meet  hiffl, 

<<  With  ribbons ^jrdWfff  flaring  *bont  ber  head.** 
This  probably  was  what  is  here  called  the  Jbtp'tire*    Maloki. 

5  —  tbf  tire  valiant,]  I  would  read  tire  volant.  Stubbs,  who  de* 
fcribes  moft  minutely  every  article  of  female  drefs,  bas  mentioned  none 
of  thefe  terms,  but  fpeaks  of  vails  depending  from  the  top  of  the  heady 
and  flying  behind  in  loofe  folds.  The  word  volant  was  in  uTe  before 
theage  of  Shakfpeare.— Tire  velletf  which  it  the  reading  of  the  old 
quarto,  may  be  printed,  as  Mr.  Toilet  obfenres,  ^y  miftake^  for  tire- 
n/elvet*  We  know  that  velvet  bonU  were  worn  in  the  age  of  Shak- 
fpeare.   Stkevens. 

Among  the  prefents  fent  by  the  Queen  of  Spain  to  the  Qaeen  of 
England,  in  April  i6o6,  was  a  velvet  cap  with  gold  buttons.  Catharine's 
cap  in  the  Taming  of  the  Sbrnv  is  likewife  of  velvet.     Malonk. 

^  '•^  of  Venetian  admittanee,'\  i.  e.  of  a  fathion  received  from  Venice* 
So,  in  }Vefiv)ard  Hoe,  i6o6,  by  Decker  and  Webfter :  ••  now 

ihe*s  in  that  Italian  bead^tire  you  fent  her.**  Dr.  Farmer  propoiet  t» 
read— of  Venetian  remittance*     Stkkvxms. 

7  — a  rraffor— ]  i.  e.  to  thy  own  merit.    Stkivkns. 

The  folio  reads— thou  art  a  tyrant  &c.  but  the  reading  of  the  quart* 
appears  to  me  far  better.     Malons. 

*  —  fortune  tby  foe>^  "  was  the  beginning  of  an  old  ballad,  in 
which  were  enumerated  all  the  misfortunes  that  fall  upon  mankind^ 
through  the  caprice  of  fortune.**  See  note  on  tbe  Cuftom  of  the  C««t- 
liy,  A€tl.  fc.  i.   by  Mr.  Theobald.     Reed. 

In  the  GentUmans  Magazine  for  Augufl  1780,  p.  371,  it  is  obferved, 
that  *<  the  tune  was  the  fame  as  Deatb  and  tbe  Lady  ;  and  that  the 
lamentations  of  criminals  have  been  generally  fung  to  this  tune  for 
two  hundred  years  pafl.'*     Maloni. 

9  ...  nature  is  tby  friend  :1  Is,  which  Is  not  in  the  old  copy,  wat 
Introduced  by  Mr.  Pope.     Maloni. 

il/r/. 
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Mrs.  Ford.  Believe  me,  there's  no  fach  thing  in  me. 

Fal.  What  made  me  Idve  thee  ?  let  that  perfuade  thee^ 
there's  fomething  extraordinary  in  thee.  Come,  I  can* 
not  cog,  and  fay,  thou  art  this  and  that,  like  a  many  of 
tiiefe  hfping  haw-thorn  buds,  that  come  like  women  in 
men's  apparel,  and  fmell  like  Bucklers-bury '  in  Ample- 
time ;  I  cannot :  but  I  love  thee ;  none  but  thee  ;  and 
thou  deferveil  it. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Do  not  betray  me,  fir ;  I  fear,  you  love 
miftrefs  Page. 

Fal.  Thou  might'ft  as  well  fay,  I  love  to  walk  by  the 
Counter-gate ;  which  is  as  hateful  to  me  as  the  reek  of  a 
lime-kiln* 

Mrs.  Ford.  Well,  heaven  knows ^  how  I  love  you ;  and 
you  (hall  one  day  find  it. 

Fal.  Keep  in  that  mind ;  I'll  deferve  it- 

Mrs.  Ford.  Nay,  I  muft  tell  you,  fo  you  do ;  or  elfe  I 
could  not  be  in  that  mind. 

Rob.  ['within.^  Miftrefs  Ford,  miftrefs  Ford!  here's 
iniftjrefs  Page  at  the  door,  fweating,  and  blowing,  and 
looking  wildly,  and  would  needs  fpeak  with  you  pre- 
fently. 

Fal.  She  fhall  not  fee  me  )  I  will  enfconce  me  behind 
the  arras. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Pray  you,  do  fo ;  Ihe's  a  very  tattling 
woman.-—  [Falstaff  bides  b'mjelf. 

Enttr  Miftrefs  Pag£>  and  Robin. 
What's  the  matter  ?  how  now  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  O  miftrefs  Ford,  what  have  you  done  ? 
You're  (hamed,  you  are  overthrown,  you  are  undone  for 
ever. 

Mrs.  Ford.  What's  the  matter,  good  miftrefs  Page  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  O  well-a-day,  miftrefs  Ford !  having  tm 
honeft  man  to  your  huft)and,  to  give  him  fuch  cauie  of 
fufpicion  ! 

Mrs.  Ford 4  What  caufc  of  fufpicion  ? 

'  —  like  BuckUrt-bury  &c.]  Buckler t-bury^  iH  the  ^ftti  of  Shak-* 
fpeare,  was  chiefly  inhahiud  by  druggifts,  who  fold  all  kbd  of  herbi; 
green  as  well  at  dry.    Stsxysms. 

Vot^I.  S  Mrs, 
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Mrs.  Pag9.  What  caafc  of  fufpicum  ?  Out  upon  jm  ! 

how.am  1  miftook  in  700  ? 

Mrs.  Fcrd.  ^^Iiv,  alas !  what's  the  matter  ? 

Mrs,  Pmgi.  Your  hafband's  coming  hither,  womaa, 
with  all  the  officers  in  Windfor,  to  fearch  for  a  gentle- 
man, that,  he  fays,  is  here  now  in  the  honie,  bv  fov 
confent,  to  take  an  ill  advanuge  of  kis  abience :  Yon  are 
undone. 

Mrt.  Fcrd.  Speak  loader*.  [^jUe.'} — Tis  not  lb,  I 
hope. 

Mrs.  Page.  Przy  heaven  it  be  not  lb,  that  70a  hare 
fach  a  man  here ;  but  'tis  moft  certain  your  hnfband*s 
coming  with  half  Windibr  at  his  heels,  to  feardi  for  fodi 
a  one.  I  come  before  to  tell  yon  :  If  yon  know  yonrfetf 
dear,  why  I  am  elad  of  it :  but  if  yon  have  a  friend  here, 
convey,  convey  him  out.  Be  not  amazed  ;  call  all  yoor 
fenfes  to  you ;  defend  your  reputation,  or  bid  farewell  to 
your  good  life  for  ever. 

Mrs.  Ford.  What  (hall  I  do  ? — ^There  is  a  gentleman* 
my  dear  friend ;  and  I  fear  not  mine  own  fhame,  h 
much  as  his  peril :  I  had  rather  than  a  thoufiind  pound, 
he  were  out  of  the  houfe. 

Mrs.  Page.  For  (hame,  never  tt2.ndy§u  bad  rafbgr,  and 
jou  had  ratler;  your  hulband's  here  at  hand,  bethink 
vou  of  fome  conveyance  :  in  the  houfe  you  cannot  hide 
him.— O,  how  have  you  deceived  me  ! — Look,  here  is  a 
bafket ;  if  he  be  of  any  reafonable  ftature,  he  may  creep 
in  here  ;  and  throw  foul  linen  upon  him,  as  if  it  were 
going  to  bucking :  Or,  it  is  whiting-time,  fend  him  by 
your  two  men  to  Datchet  mead. 

Mrs.'^ord.  He's  too  big  to  go  in  there:  What  (hall 
I  do? 

Ri-enter  Falstafp. 

Fa/.  Let  me  fce't,  let  me  fee't !  O  let  me  fee^t  !  I'll 
in,  I'll  in  ; — follow  your  friend's  counfel ; — I'll  in. 

Mrs.  Page.  What  I  fir  John  Falftaff!  Are  thefe  your 
letters,  knight? 

*  S^ak  Under,]  i.e.  that  Falftaff  who  is  letired  may  hear.  This 
p;iflagc  i s  only  found  iu  the  ( wo  elder  guvtot*    S T  t  c  v  &  n  t. 

Fal. 
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fal.  I  bve  thee,  and  none  but  thee'  \  help  me  away  : 
1ft  me  creep  in  here  ;  I'll  neveiw. 

i  He  goes  into  the  hafiet ;  they  cover  him  with  foul  linen. 
irs.  Page.  Help  tp  cover  your  mafber^  boy :  Call  youi: 
men,  miilrefs  Ford : — You  cUfTembling  knight ! 

Mrs.  Ford.  What,  John,  Robert,  John  !  {Exit  Robin. 
Re-enter  Servants.]  Go  take  up  thefe  clothes  here, 
quickly;  Where's  thecowl-ftaff?  look,  how  you  drum- 
ble  ^ :  carry  them  to  the  laundrefs  in  Datchet  mead '  ; 
quickly,  come. 

EnurFoKD,  Page,  Caius,  ^ff^  ^/V  Hugh  Evans, 

Ford.  Pray  you,  come  near:  if  I  fufped  without  canfe, 
why  then  make  fport  at  me,  then  let  me  be  your  jeft  ;  I 
deferve  it. — How  now  ?  whither  bear  you  this  ? 

Serv.  To  the  laundrefs,  forfooth. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Why,  what  have  you  to  do  whither  they 
bear  it  ?  You  were  beft  meddle  with  buck-waihing. 

Ford.  Buck  ?  I  would  I  could  waih  myfelf  of  the  buck ! 
Buck,  buck,  buck  ?  Ay,  buck ;  I  warrant  you,  buck, 
and  of  the  feafon  too ;  it  (hall  appear  *.  [Exeunt  Servants, 

3  «i»  and  H9n€  but  the*  jl  Thefe  wordi,  which  are  chara^riftick, 
mnd  fpoken  to  Mrt.  Pa|^  ande,  I  hare  reftored  from  the  early  quarto* 
Ht  had  ufed  the  fiune  words  before  to  Mrs*  Ford.    Malokx. 

4  m^h^foyou  drumble  s]  The  reverend  Mr.  Lambe,  the  editor  of 


the  ancient  metrical  hiftory  of  the  Battle  of  FUddm^  obiervet,  that— 
hokj  bow  you  drumhttf  mean»-^^ow  confmjtdm  ari\  zi      ' 
North,  drumhltd  ale  is  muddy  difturhed  uU,    St  1 1  v  x n  t. 


A  drumble-dront  in  the  weftem  dialed  fignifiet  a  drvne,  or  dmmble- 
bee.  Mrs.  Page  therefore  niay  mean— iJiow  laxy  and  ftupid  you  are  I 
be  more  alert*    Ma  lone. 

To  drumblt,  in  Devonflure,  fignifiea  to  matter  in  a  fiiUeo  ar )  uiarti« 
Cttlate  voice.     H  m  l  s  Y . 

5  ^-  carry  tbm  to  the  laundrefi  in  Datebet  mead }]  Mr.  Dennii  ob« 
juBUf  with  lome  degree  of  reafon,  to  the  probability  of  the  circumftance 
of  Falftafi^s  being  carried  to  Datchet  mead,  and  thrown  into  the  Thames. 
**  It  is  not  liltely  (he  obferves)  that  Falilaff  wooid  fnfier  himiel^  to  be 
carried  in  the  ba&et  as  far  as  Datchet  mead,  which  is  half  a  mile  from 
Windfor,  and  it  is  plain  that  they  could  not  carry  lum,  if  he  made 
anv  refiilance.**    Malons. 

6  ..  it  /bail  appoar.^  Ford  feems  to  allude  to  the  cuclthold*8  horofl* 
^o  afterwards  i  *<  —  and  fo  buffets  himfelf  on  the  forehead,  crying* 
pior  out,  pter  out***    Of  thojeajon  is  a  phrafe  of  the  fomft*  M  A  t  on  a  • 

S  a  mntk 
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nvhb  tbi  iitJStet.]  Gentlemen,  I  have  dream'd  to-niglit ; 
I'll  tell  you  my  dream.  Here,  here,  here  be  my  keyi: 
afcend  my  chambers,  fearch,  feek,  find  out :  I'll  war- 
rant, we*ll  unkennel  the  fox:  Let  me  ftop  this  way  firft: 
So,  now  uncape  ^. 

Page.  Gooa  mailer  Ford^  be  contented :  yoa  wrong 
yonrfelf  too  much. 

Forii.  True,  mafter  Page.  Up,  gentlemen;  yoa  (hall 
fee  fport  anon  :  follow  me,  gentlemen.  [Exit. 

E^ans.  This  is  fery  fantafUcal  humours^  and  jea- 
loufies. 

Caius.  By  gar,  'tis  no  de  faihion  of  France  :  it  is  not 
jealous  in  France. 

^  Page.  Nay,  follow  him,  gentlemen ;  fee  the  ifTue  of 
his  fearch.  [Exeunt  "Svkhs^  Pack,  amdCAivs. 

Mrs.  Page.  Is  there  not  a  double  excellency  in  this  ? 

Mrs.  Ford.  I  know  not  which  pleafes  me  better,  that 
my  hufband  is  deceived,  or  Sir  John. 

Mrs,  Page,  What  a  taking  was  he  in,  when  your 
hufband  afk'd  who  was  in  the  baiket ! 

Mrs.  Ford.  I  am  half  afraid,  he  will  have  need  of 
wafhing ;  fo  throwing  him  into  the  water  will  do  him  a 
benefit. 

Mrs.  Page.  Hang  him,  difhonefl  rafcal !  I  would>  all 
of  the  fame  ilrain  were  in  the  fame  diftrefs. 

Mrs.  Ford.  I  think,  my  hufband  hath  fome  fpecial 
fufpicion  of  FalftafPs  being  here  \  for  I  never  faw  him  fo 
grofs  in  his  jealoufy  till  now. 

Mrs.  Page.  I  will  lay  a  plot  to  try  that :  And  we  will 
yet  have  more  tricks  with  FalllafF:  his  diffolute  difeafc 
will  fcarce  obey  this  medicine. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Shall  we  fend  that  foolifh  carrion*,  mi- 
drefs  Quickly,  to  him,  and  excufe  his  throwing  into  the 
water ;  and  give  him  another  hope,  to  betray  him  to  an- 
other punifhment  ? 

7  ^0,  U0V9  uncapt.yi\i%  alUfion  it  to  the  ftopping  every  hole  at  which 
a  fox  could  enter,  before  they  uncapt  or  turn  him  out  of  the  bag  in 
which  he  was  brought.    1  fuppofe  every  one  has  heard  of  a  lag-fix^ 

Stxevxns. 
s  —  r^4rfoolifiirarrf«iv,]  The  old  copy  has— ^M/jr/fitfoii  Ourrion.     Ths 
c#rrc^onwas  made  by  tht  tditor  of  the  fMond  /olio*  MaLome. 

Mrs. 
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Mn.  Page.  We'll  do  it ;  let  him  be  fent  for  to-mor-^ 
row  eight  o'clock,  to  have  amends. 

Re-enter  Ford,  Page,  Caius,  and  5/> Hugh  Evans. 

Ford.  I  cannot  find  him  :  may  be  the  knave  bragg'd  of 
that  he  could  not  compafs. 

Mrs.  Page.  Heard  you  that  ? 

Mrs.  Ford.  Ay,  ay,  peace  »  : — You  ufe  me  well,  matter 
Ford,  do  you  ? 

Ford.  Ay,  I  do  fo. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Heaven  make  you  better  than  your  thoughts ! 

Ford.  Amen. 

Mrs.  Page.  You  do  yourfelf  mighty  wrong,  mafter  Ford. 

Ford.  Ay,  ay  ;  I  muft  bear  it, 

E'vans.  If  there  be  any  pody  in  the  houfe,  and  in  the 
chambers,  and  in  the  coffers,  and  in  the  prefTes,  heaven 
forgive  my  fins  at  the  day  of  judgment ! 

Caius.  By  gar,  nor  I  too ;  dere  is  no  bodies. 

Page.  Fye,  fye,  mafler  Ford  !  are  you  not  afhamed  ? 
What  fpirit,  what  devil  fuggefls  this  imagination  ?  I 
would  not  have  your  diflemper  in  this  kind,  for  the  wealth 
ofWindforCaflle. 

Ford.  *Tis  my  fault,  mafter  Page :  I  fufFer  for  it. 

Evans.  You  fufFer  for  a  pad  confcience :  your  wife  is 
as  honeft  a  'omans,  as  I  will  defires  among  five  thoufand^ 
and  five  hundred  too. 

Caius.  By  gar,  I  fee  'tis  an  honeft  woman. 

Ford,  Well ; — I  promifed  you  a  dinner :  Come,  come^ 
walk  in  the  park  :  I  pray  you,  pardon  me ;  I  will  here- 
after make  known  to  you,  why  I  have  done  this. — Come, 
wife ; — come,  miftrels  Page ;  I  pray  you  pardon  me  ; 
pray  heartily,  pardon  me. 

Page.  Let's  gp  in,  gentlemen ;  but,  truft  me,  we'll 
mock  him.  I  do  invite  you  to-morrow  morning  to  my 
bonfe  to  breakfaft ;  after,  we'll  a  birding  together  i  I 
have  a  fine  hawk  for  the  bufh  :  Shall  it  be  fo  ? 

9  yf^,  ay,  feae$ ;]  Thefe  words  were  recoverc4  from  the  tarty  ouarto 
by  Mr.  Theobald.  But  in  hit  and  the  other  modem  editions,  /,  tne  oU 
rpelling  of  the  afllrmative  parciclei  has  ijiadvertendy  been  reuined* 

Malons. 

S  3  Fcrde 
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Fori.  Any  thing.^ 

E'vatu.  U  there  is  one^  I  Audi  make  two   in   tht 
company. 

CaiMs.  If  there  be  one  or  two,  I  fhall  n&ake-a  de  lord. 
MvoMj,  In  your  teeth ' :  for  (hame. 
Fer^,  Pray  yoa  go,  maftcr  Page. 
E*vans,  I  pray  yoa  now,  remembrance  to-morro«r  oa 
the  lonfy  knave,  mine  hoft. 

Cairns,  Dat  is  good ;   by  gar,  vit  all  my  heart. 

EzoMj.  A  louly  knave ;   to  have  his  gibes,   and  his 

mockeries.  {ExtMEt, 

S  C  E  N  E    IV. 

J  Room  im  Page's  Houft, 

Enter  Fevtoh  and  Mifirefs  Anns  Page, 

Fent.  I  fee,  I  cannot  get  thy  father's  love ; 
Therefore,  no  more  tarn  me  to  him,  fweet  Nan. 

AfiHi,  Alas  !  hour  then  ? 

Fcttt.  Why,  thou  muft  be  thyfelf. 
He  doth  objed,  I  am  too  great  of  birth  ; 
And  that,  my  ftate  being  gall'd  with  my  expence^ 
J  feek  to  heal  it  only  by  his  wealth  : 
BeAdes  thefe,  other  bars  he  lays  before  me,?-^ 
My  riots  pad,  my  wild  focietics  ; 
And  tells  me,  tis  a  thing  impoffible 
I  fhould  love  thee,  bnt  as  a  property. 

Anne,  May  be,  he  tells  you  true. 

Fent.  No,  heaven  fo  fpeed  me  in  my  time  to  come ! 
Albeit,  I  will  confefs,  thy  father's  wealth  ^ 


1* 


'  In  your  teeth  {\  This  dirty  reftoration  was  made  by  Mr.  Theobald* 
£Tans*s  application  oi  the  dodor^s  words  is  not  in  the  folio.    St  est. 

^  •—  father* t  ^taltb^  Some  light  may  be  given  to  thofe  who  fliall 
endeavour  to  calculate  the  increafe  of  Englifii  wealth,  by  obferving, 
that  Latymer,  in  the  time  of  Edward  VI.  mentions  it  as  a  proof  of  his 
father^s  profperity,  T^hat  though  hut  a  yeoman^  he  gave  his  daughters 
five  pounds  each  for  her  portion.  At  the  latter  end  of  Elizabeth,  fevea 
Aundred  pounds  were  fuch  a  temptation  to  courtOiip,  as  made  all  other 
motives  fufpe^cd.  Congreve  makes  twelve  thoufand  pounds  more 
^han  a  counterbalance  to  the  afte£tation  of  Belinda.  No  poet  would 
now  fly  hit  favourite  chara^er  at  Icfs  than  fifty  thoufand,    Johnson. 

Wai 
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Was  the  firfi  motive  that  I  ivoo'd  thee^  Anne : 
Vet,  wooing  thee,  I  found  thee  of  more.valae 
Than  ftamps  in  gold,  or  fums  in  fealed  bags  ; 
And  *tis  the  very  riches  of  thyfelf 
That  now  I  aim  at. 

Annt.  Gentle  mafter  Kenton, 
Yet  feek  my  father's  love  ;   ftill  feek  it,  fir  : 
If  opportunity  and  humbled  fuit 
Cannot  attain  it,  why  then,— -Hark  you  hither. 

\Thej  coHverfe afart^ 

£rtter  Shallow,  Slender,  and  Mrs  ^  Quickly. 

Shal.  Break  their  talk,  nufbefs  Quickly  ;  my  kiniinan 
fliall  fpeak  for  himfelf. 

Slen.^  I'll  make  a  fhaft  or  a  bolt  on't  ^ :  'Aid,  'tis  but 
venturing. 

ShaL  Se  not  difmay'd. 

SUm.  No,  (he  ihall  not  difinay  me :  I  care  not  for  that,— 
but  that  I  am  afeard. 

J^ick.  Hark  ye  ;  maftef  Slender  would  fpeak  a  word 
with  you. 

Anne.  \  come  to  him.— This  is  my  father's  choice. 
O,  what  a  world  of  vile  ill-favour'a  faults 
Looks  handfome  in  three  hundred  pounds  a  year  !  [AJsdi, 

^ick.  And  how  docs  good  mafter  Fenton  ?  Pray  you, 
%  word  with  you. 

Shal,  She's  coming ;  to  her,  coz.  O  boy,  thou  hadft 
a.  father ! 

Slen.  I  had  a  father,  miftrefs  Anne ; — my  uncle  can 
tell  you  good  j efts  of  him  i^-i-Pray  you,  uncle,  tell  miftrefs 
Anne  the  jefl,  how  my  father  dole  two  geefe  out  of  a  pen, 
good  uncle. 

ShaL  Miftrefs  Anne,  my  coufin  loves  you. 

Slen.  Av,  that  I  do ;  as  well  as  I  love  any  woman  in 
Glocefterfhire. 

3  ni  mskt  a  fhaft  or  a.  holt  oiCt :]  This  it  enumerated  by  Raf» 
amongft  others,  in  his  CoUedtion  of  proverbial  phrifes.    Jl  z  e  d. 

Thtjhaft  was  fuch  an  arrow  at  ikilful  archers  employed.  The  htk 
in  chit  proverb  meant,  I  think,  thtfoors  boll.    Malome. 

S  4  Shalf 
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-<^^w.  Orji'-L  ninrr  ci^Jts-.  ir:  r^ai  irao  tbr  hixisHr. 
^T5.   Mirr^.-,  I  liidt  t-c  :rr  ::  ;  I  T'rir'g  yoa  fbrdut 
gv^i  cc=r.f:r!.     cr.*  cilji  roc,  o-t  :  I'll  le&ve  yoa. 
yf'r-^.  Nc-,  Eiiifr  SIn-ier. 
^.<*r.  N'-zi^,  ^w>i  r:::irrji  A*rr. 

i^f.  Mv  •-.  '.\:  od's  heartlk^,  diii'f  a  prercy  i«fr, 
i-.-i^cd  :  I  :.t  tr  nadc  my  ui:i  ye:,  I  thank  heaven;  I 
ani  "iCt  fjch  a  i':c!-::y  crctrurc,  I  give  heir  en  praiie. 

^^^Tf.  1  i:;tin«  jr.zi'xr  Slender,  what  wonld  yoa  with 
jnc  r 

<9/*ff.  Trjiy,  Tot  mine  ou-n  part,  I  wocid  little  or  no- 
thi'-:^  with  you  :  Vour  father,  ard  my  uncle,  have  msdc 
m<'/»iori»»  :  if  ii  be  my  luck,  fo  ;  if  not,  happy  man  be  his 
do!r  '  I  They  can  tell  you  how  thing?  go,  better  than  I 
can  :    You  may  aflc  your  father  ;   here  he  comes. 

Enter  Pace,  and  Mijrrc/s  Pace. 

Pu;(e.    No;v,   mailer  Slender: — Love    him,    daughter 
Anne.— 
Why,  how  now !   what  does  mafler  Fenton  here  I 

4  — rnme  cut  and  long  tail,-*]  i.  e.  let  who  will  come  as  a  fuicor, 
ef  whatever  dtgree  he  muy  be,  under  rhe  degree  of  a  fquire.  The 
phrafe  of  cut  and  long  tail  had  its  origin  from  the  pra^^ice  of  fometirocs 
curling  the  tails  of  dogs  and  horfcs,  and  leaving  others  in  their  natural 
ilatc  J  fu  th;:t  (as  Mr.  Heed  has  obferved)  under  the  dcfcription  of  cut 
mnd  kng  tail  the  whole  fpecics  of  thofe  animals  is  included.  Cirr,  in 
confrqurncc  of  this  practice,  was  in  our  author's  time  a  common  name 
ef  a  liDrfi-,  as  both  tut  and  cftrtail  were  defignations  of  a  dog,  of  whofe 
tail  a  part  had  bcrn  cut  olF.     Malone. 

Si),  in  VZ-r  YlrftVart  of  tke  Eighth  liberal  Science,  &c.  hy  UlfUM 
Fulwel,  1576:— ♦«  yea,  even  their  ytt^  dogs^  Rug.  R'gi  and  Rilbie, 
yea,  m/   and  Inng-taile,  tliey /hall  be  welcome.''    Steevxns. 

«  m^  hafifiy  man  he  lit  dele!]  A  proverbial  expreflion*  See  Ray*s 
Collcdtioiii  (>.  11^. edit.  1737.    St£ev£m. 

You 
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You  wrong  me,  fir,  thas  (HU  to  haunt  my  houfe; 
I  told  you,  fir,  my  daughter  is  difpos'd  of. 

Feftt.  Nay,  mailer  Page,  be  not  impatient. 

Mrs,  Page,  Good  matter  Fenton,  come  not  to  my  child. 

Fagg.  She  is  no  match  for  you. 

Fenf,  Sir,  will  you  hear  me  ? 

Page,  No,  good  matter  Fenton. 
Come,  matter  Shallow ;   come,  fon  Slender ;  in  :— 
Knowing  my  mind,  you  wrong  me,  matter  Fenton. 

[Exeunt  Page,  Shallow,  aW  Slender. 

^ick.  Speak  to  miftrefs  Page. 

Fent,  Good  miftrefs  Page,  for  that  I  love  yourdaughttr 
In  fuch  a  righteous  faihion  as  I  do. 
Perforce,  againtt  all  checks,  rebukes,  and  manners, 
I  mutt  advance  the  colours  of  my  love. 
And  not  retire  :  Let  me  have  your  good  will. 

jintie.  Good  mother,  do  not  marry  me  to  ypnd*  fool. 

Mrs.  Page,  I  mean  it  not ;  I  feek  you  a  better  huf- 
band. 

^tick.  That's  my  matter,  matter  doftor. 

Anne,  Alas,  1  had  rather  be  fet  quick  i*  the  earth. 
And  bowl'd  to  death  with  turnips  *. 

Mrs,  Page,  Come,  trouble  not  yourfelf :  Good  matter 
Fenton, 
I  will  not  be  your  friend,  nor  enemy  : 
My  daughter  will  I  quettion  how  ttie  loves  you. 
And  as  I  find  her,  fo  am  I  affefted ; 
Till  then,  farewell,  fir : — She  mutt  needs  go  in  ; 
Her  father  will  be  angry. 

Fent.  Farewell,  gentle  mittrcfs  ;   farewell.  Nan  ^. 

[Exeunt  Mrs.  Page  aW  Anne. 

Sluick.  This  is  my  doing  now ; — Nay,  faid  I,  will  you 

^  Anne,  Alast  J  bad  rather  be  fet  fuick  V  the  earth  f 

And  hoivPd  to  death  with  turnij>s.']  This  is  a  common  pro- 
verb in  the  fouthern  countiet.  I  find  almoft  the  fame  cxprefTion  in  Ben 
Jonfon's  Baribolomev)  Fair  :  **  Would  I  had  been  fet  in  the  ground,  all 
Due  the  head  of  me,  and  had  my  brains  bQvttdat,"^    Collins. 

7  Fareweli,  gentle  miftfeli  ,  farrwtll,  I^an.l  Miftrefs  is  her*  ufed  U 
a  triTyllable.     Maloki. 

caft 
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caft  iway  Toordiild  on  afiidl*  and  a  phjrficiasi  *  ?  Look 
oii«  Matter  Fenton :— thu  is  my  doing. 

Ftnt,  I  thank  thcc  ;  and  Ipniy  tSee,  once  to-niglit* 
Give  m  jfwcet  Nan  this  ring :  Inere's  for  thy  pains.  [Exit. 

Slmiik.  Now  heaven  fimd  thee  good  fortune  !  A  kind 
heart  he  hath :  a  woman  woold  ran  thnmgh  £re  and  water 
for  fuch  a  kind  heart,  fiat  yet,  I  woold  my  mafier  had 
miftreTt  Anne  ;  or  I  woold  matter  Slender  had  her  ;  or, 
in  iboth,  I  would  matter  Fenton  had  her :  I  will  do  what 
I  can  for  them  all  three ;  for  ib  I  have  promifed*  and  PU 
be  as  good  as  my  word  ;  but  fpectouily  *  for  matter  Fen- 
ton. Well,  I  matt  of  another  errand  to  Sir  John  Falttaff 
fiom  my  two  mittrefles  ;  What  a  beatt  am  1  to  flack  it? 

{Exit. 
S  C  E  N  E    V. 

J  R$§m  in  the  Garter  Inn. 
Enter  Falstaff  and  fiAaDOLPH. 
Fal,  Bardolph,  I  fay, — 
BsrJ,  Here,  fir. 

FaL  Go  fetch  me  a  quart  of  fack ;  put  a  toaft  in't. 
[Exit  Bard.]  Have  I  lived  to  be  ^rried  in  a  baiket>  like 

•  •^fooU  find  a  pbyjician  ?'\  I  fliould  rt^^  fool  or  zptyjtcimn,  mein- 
jjsg  Slender  and  Caius.     Johnson. 

Sir  Tho.  Hanmer  readi  according  to  Dr.  Johnfon^s  conjedure.  This 
nay  be  right.— i^r  my  dame  Quickly  may  allude  to  the  proverb,  a  raaa 
of  forty  is  either  zfopt  or  a  pbyjician  \  but  fht  aiTerts  her  mailer  to  be 
W>th.     Fakmir. 

I  teliere  the  old  copy  is  right,  and  that  Mn.  Quickly  means  to  inii- 
Buate  that  (he  had  addrelTed  «r  the  fame  time  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Page 
on  the  fubjedl  of  their  daughter's  marriage,  one  of  whom  favoured  Slen- 
der, and  the  other  Caiut.  «  —on  a  fool  or  a  phyfician,**  would  be  more 
accurate,  but  £nd  is  fufficiently  fuitable  to  dame  QH'*^^y»  referenda 
fingnla  fngu  /ii,     M  a  l  o  k  e  . 

Mr.  Dennis,  of  irafcible  memory,  who  altered  this  play,  and  brought 
It  on  the  ilage,  in  the  year  1702,  under  the  title  of  TheOmiceil  Gal/ant, 
(when,  thanks  to  the  altercr,  it  was  fairly  damned,)  has  introduced  the 
proverb  at  which  Mrs.  Quickly's  allufton  appears  to  be  pointed.  Stkbv. 

9  —.  Off r^  to  night— ]  i.  e, /oM^fiwf  to-night.  So,  in  a  letter  from 
the  fixth  earl  of  Northumberland  j  (quoted  in  the  notes  on  the  Houfe- 
hold  book  of  the  fifth  earl  of  that  nanie:)  <*  — notwithftanding  1  truft 
to  be  able  ons  to  fet  up  a  chapell  off  myne  owne.**     S  t  e  f.  v  k  k  s. 

t  mm>fpeeioyJlj-^]  Sht  xount  to  fty  fpecialij*    St *x yens. 

a  barrow 
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a  barrow  of  batcher's  ofFal ;  and  to  be  thrown  into  the 
Thames  ?  Well ;  if  I  be  ferved  fuch  another  trick,  1*11 
have  my  brains  ta'en  out»  and  butter'd,  and  give  them 
to  a  dog  for  a  new  year's  gift.  The  rogues  flighted  me 
into  the  river  with  as  little  remorfe  as  the^  would  have 
drown'd  a  bitch's  blind  pujppies  *,  fifteen  1'  the  litter : 
and  you  may  know  by  my  nze,  that  I  have  a  kind  of 
alacrity  in  finking ;  it  the  bottom  were  as  deep  as  hell,  I 
ihould  down.  I  had  been  drown'd,  but  that  the  ihore 
was  fhclvy  and  (hallow ;  a  death  that  I  abhor ;  for  the 
water  fwells  a  man ;  and  what  a  thing  fhould  I  have  been, 
when  I  had  been  fwell'd !  I  fhould  have  been  a  mountaia. 
of  mummy. 

Re-enter  Bardolph,  nnitb  tie  mjine. 
Bar,  Here's  Miftrefs  Quickly,  Sir,  to  fpeak  with  you,.' 
Fal,  Come,  let  me  pour  in  fome  fack  to  the  Thame  • 
water ;  for  my  belly's  as  cold,  as  if  I  had  fwallow'cl 
fnow-balls  for  pills  to  cool  the  reins.     Call  her  in. 
BarJ.  Come  in,  woman. 

Enter  Mrs.  Quickly. 

^ick.  By  your  leave  ;  I  cry  you  mercy  :  Give  yorrr 
worlhip  good  morrow. 

FaL  '1  ake  away  thefe  chalices  :  Go  brew  me  a  pott'ie 
of  fack  finely. 

Bard.  With  eggs,  fir  ? 

Fal.  Simple  of  itfelf ;  I'll  no  pullet-fperm  in  my  bre\  r- 
age.  [Exit  Bard.]  How  now  ? 

^ick.  Marry,  iu,  I  come  to  your  worfliip  from  miftn  sfs 
Ford. 

Fal.  Miflrefs  Ford !  I  have  had  ford  enough :  I  w«8 
thrown  into  the  ford  ;  I  have  my  belly  full  of  lord. 

^ick.  Alas  the  day !  good  heart,  that  was  not  1  ler 
fault :  ihe^  does  fo  take  on  with  her  men ;  they  miftcok 
their  eredlion. 

2^4  bitcb\  blind  pttpptn,]  The  old  copy  reads— <«  hrmd  htt,tbU 
puppies.     The  emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Theobald.    Maloni  • 

The  tranfpontion  may  be  juftiiied  from  the  following  paflage  in  thm 
Two  GentUmen  of  Verona  :  «  — 4oe  that  I  faved  from  drowoingi  wlften 
thrf  or  foor  of  his  biind  brothers  and  fiften  went  to  it.**    Stikvi  h §• 

Fal. 

\ 


i6S  MERRY     WIVES 

FmI.  So  did  I  mine»  to  bnild  upon  a  fboliih  womiB*s 
promife. 

^ick.  WelU  flic  laments,  fir,  for  it,  that  it  would 
Tern  yoar  heart  to  fee  it.  Her  hufband  goes  this  morn- 
ing a  birding;  (he  defires  yoa  once  more  to  come  to  her 
between  eight  an^  nine  :  I  mud  carry  her  word  qoickly: 
(he'll  make  you  amends,  I  warrant  yon. 

Fal.  Well,  I  will  vifit  her  :  Tell  her  fo  ;  and  bid  her 
think,  what  a  man  is :  let  her  coniider  his  frailty,  and 
then  judge  of  my  merit. 

^ick,  I  will  tell  her. 

Fal.   Do  fo.     Between  nine  and  ten,  fay*ft  thoa  ? 

^ick.  Eight  and  nine,  fir. 

Fal,  Well,  be  gone  :  I  will  not  mifs  her. 

^ick.  Peace  be  with  you,  fir !  [Exit. 

Fal,  I  marvel,  I  hear  not  of  mafler  Brook  ;  he  fent  me 
word  to  flay  within :  I  like  his  money  well.  O,  here  he 
comes. 

E*t^cr  Ford. 

Fcrd,  Blefs  you,  fir! 

Fal.  Now,  mafter  Brook  ?  yoa  come  to  know  what  hath 
psrs*d  between  me  and  Ford's  wife  ? 

Fci\:.  That,  Muieed,  fir  John,  is  my  bufinefs. 

Fill.  Mafter  J^rot>k,  1  will  not  lie  to  you  ;  I  was  at  her 
houfe  the  hour  fhe  appointed  me. 

For^,  And  how  fped  you,  fir  *  ? 

FaL  Very  ill-favour'dly,  mafter  Brook. 

FcrJ,  How,  fir  ?  Did  Ihc  change  her  determination  ? 

Fal,  No,  mailer  Brook ;  but  the  peaking  cornuto  her 
hnlband,  mafter  Brook,  dwelling  in  a  continual  'larum  of 
jealoufy,  comes  me  in  the  inftant  of  our  encounter,  after 
we  had  embraced,  kifs'd,  protefted,  and,  as  it  were, 
fpokc  the  prologue  of  our  comedy  ;  and  at  his  heels  a 
rabble  of  his  companions,  thither  provoked  and  inftigated 
by  hi.^  diftcmpcr,  and  forfooth,  to  fearch  his  houfe  for  his 
wife's  love. 

Frrii,  Whnt,  while  you  ^^-ere  there  ? 

Ffli\  \Vhilr  I  Wiis  there. 
■*   ♦  —  \\<s\v  iffA  yfii%  Sit  f]  The  word  l>cw  I  have  rcrtorcd  from  the 

Fort/. 
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Ford.  And  did  he  fearch  for  you»  and  could  not  find  you  ? 

Fal.  You  (hall  hear.  As  ^ood  luck  would  have  it, 
comes  in  one  miilrefs  Page  ;  gives  intelligence  of  Ford's 
approach  ;  and,  by  her  invention,  and  Ford's  wife's  di- 
ilra£tion,  they  convey 'd  me  into  a  buck-baflcet. 

Ford,  A  buck-bafkct ! 

Fal.  By  the  Lord,  a  buck-baiket :  ramm'd  me  in  with 
foul  fhirts  and  fmocks,  focks,  foul  flockings,  greafy  nap- 
kins ;  that,  mailer  Brook,  there  wa»  the  ranked  compound 
•f  villainous  fmell,  that  ever  offended  noilril. 

Ford.  And  how  long  lay  you  there  ? 

Fal.  Nay,  you  fliall  hear,  mafter  Brook,  what  I  have 
fuffer'd  to  bring  this  woman  to  evil  for  your  good.  Being 
thus  cramm'd  in  the  bafket,  a  couple  of  Ford's  knaves, 
his  hinds,  wert  call'd  forth  by  their  miftrefs,  to  carry  me 
in  the  name  of  foul  cloaths  to  Datchet-lane :  they  tooK  me 
on  their  (houlders  ;  met  the  jealous  knave  their  mailer  in 
the  door ;  who  aik'd  them  once  or  twice,  what  they  had  in 
their  baflcet  • :  I  quaked  for  fear,  leail  the  lunatick  knave 
would  have  fearch'd  it ;  but  fate,  ordaining  he  ihould  be 
a  cuckold,  held  his  hand.  Well ;  on  went  he  for  a  fearch, 
and  away  went  I  for  foul  cloaths.  But  mark  the  fequel, 
mafter  Brook :  I  fuffer'd  the  pangs  of  three  feveral  deaths ': 
firft,  an  intolerable  fright,  to  be  dete6led  with  ^  a  jealous 
rotten  bell-weather :  next,  to  be  compafs'd,  like  a  good 
bilbo  5,  in  the  circumference  of  a  peckf ,  hilt  to  point, 

heel 

•  .^  nvbat  they  bad  in  tkelr  bajket :"]  So,  in  p.  260  s  "  What  a 
taking  was  he  in,  when  your  hufljano  aflc'd  who  was  in  the  baiket  !** 
But  Ford  had  afked  no  fuch  qoeition.  See  p.  259.  Our  author  reemt 
leldom  to  have  revifed  his  plays.     Malonk. 

i  —  feveral  deaths  .*]  Thus  the  folio  and  the  moft  zontCt  of  the 
quartos.     The  firft  quarto  rezd^-^greFtcus  deaths.     Stkevins. 

4  •—  deteSfed  with<^]  Thus  the  old  copies.  H^ith  was  fometimei 
Mfed  for  «/•     So,  a  little  after : 

«  I  rather  will  fufped  the  fun  witb  cold.** 
Deteded  «/ a  jealous  &c.  would  have  been  the  common  grammar  of 
the  times.     The  modern  editors  read  by.     Stkitins. 

5  -^  bilbcfl  A  bilbo  is  a  Spani/h  blade,  of  which  the  excellence  it 
iexiblenefs  and  elaiiicity.     Johnson. 

--^biibo,  from  Bilboa,  a  city  of  Bifcay,  where  the  beft  blades  are 
made*     Steevens. 

+  — o/tf  peck,]  Thus  the  folio.  The  old  quarto  reads— of  a /«(!  j 
and  perhaps  rightly.    Fedlar*s  packs  are  fometirocs  of  foch  a  fixe  as  to 

admit 
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hod  ID  head  :  aai  :An,  to  be  fiopp'd  ia,  like 
ciiil222aoB,  widi  fiakirg  doois  tkst  fretzed  in 
cwv  {ir2K:uusucof  ittt, — a  aaa  of  ar  kittner  V 
of  tu:  ;  tkax  am  as  cx=;ea  id  aea:,  as  liBncr  ;  a  man  of 
cooriraal  difir/lanoa  aad  tjmr  ;  h  was  a  mncle,  to 'kape 
feJbc&uoo.  And  in  Uie  bdgiit  of  this  batk,  m-ken  I  was 
nore  t^ao  half  iicw'd  ia  greaie,  like  a  Dntck  dzih»  m  be 
tbrowD  iaio  the  Thames,  aad  oxd'd,  gkmin^  hot,  in  that 
forge,  like  a  iioHe-fhoe  ;  thiiik  of  dm, — hifing  hoc^— 
think  of  that,  maflerBroc^. 

Fir  J.  In  good  fadnefs,  iir,  I  am  fivry  that  lor  my  iake 
70a  have  fcffcr'd  all  this.  Mj  fait  then  is  detfperace; 
yoa'li  andertake  her  no  more  ? 

Fal.  Mafter  Brook,  I  will  be  thrown  into  .£tna,  af  I 
have  been  into  Thames,  ere  I  will  leare  her  thus.  Her 
huiband  is  this  morning  gone  a  birding :  I  have  received 
from  her  another  embaUy  of  meeting  ;  'twixt  eight  and 
nine  is  the  honr,  mailer  Brook. 

ford.  'Ti$  paft  ci^ht  already,  fir. 

Fal.  Is  it  ?  I  will  then  addrefs  me  '  to  my  appoint- 
ment. Come  to  me  at  your  convenient  leifure,  and  you 
ihall  know  how  I  fpeed ;  and  the  conclufion  ihall  be 
crown' d  with  your  enjoying  her :  Adieu.  You  fhall  have 
her,  mailer  Brook;  mafter  Brook,  yon  fhall  cuckold 
Ford.  [Exit. 

Ford,  Humph !  ha !  is  this  a  vifion  ?  is  this  a 
dream  ?  do  I  ilcep?  Mailer  Ford,  awake  ;  awake,  mailer 
Ford ;  there's  a  hole  made  in  your  beil  coat,  mailer  Ford. 
This  'tis  to  be  married !  thia  'tis  to  have  linen,  and 
buck-baikets  '.-—Well,  I  will  proclaim  myfelf  what  I  am : 
I  will  now  take  the  lecher  ;  he  is  at  my  houfe :  he  cannot 
Ycape  me ;  'tis  impoffible  he  fhould ;  he  cannot  creep 
into  a  half-penny  purfe,  nor  into  a  pepper-box :  but,  left 
the  devil  tliat  guides  him  ihould  aid  him,  I  will  fearch 

tdmit  of  FalftafTs  defcription ;  but  who  but  a  Lilliputian  could  be 
••  compalFcd  in  a  ft(k  V*    Malonk. 

6  —  k%dnty\'\  Kidney  in  this  phrafe  now  fignifies  kind  or  quedltiti^ 
but  FalHaHf  means,  a  man  wbofe  kidnies  are  as  fat  as  mine,     Joh  nson. 

7  «•  addrej't  «i<— ]  1.  e.  make  myfelf  ready.     So,  in  K»  Henry  V  g 

**  IVmorrow  Sot  our  march  we  arc  addref***    Steevkns. 
4  iaipoffible 
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impolfible  places,  Thoogh  what  I  am  I  cannot  avoid, 
yet  to  be  what  I  would  not,  ihall  not  make  me  tame :  if 
I  have  horns  to  make  one  mad,  let  the  proverb  go  with 
me,  I'll  be  hom-mad  •.  [Exit. 

A  C  T    IV.      S  C  E  N  E    I«. 

The  Street. 

Enter  Mrs.  Page,  Mrs.  Quickly,  tfa^WiLLiAif. 

•  Mrs.  Page.  Is  he  at  maftfr  Ford's  already,  ^think'ft 
thou  ? 

^ick.  Sure,  he  is  by  this  ;  or  will  be  prefently  :  but 
truly,  he  is  very  courageous  mad,  about  his  throwing 
into  the  water.  Miilreis  Ford  deAres  you  to  come  fud- 
denly. 

Mrs.  Page.  I'll  be  with  her  by  and  by ;  I'll  but  bring 
my  young  man  here  to  fchool :  Look,  where  his  mailer 
comes ;  'tis  a  playing-day,  I  fee. 

Enter  Sir  Hugh  Evans. 
How  now»  fir  Hugh  ?  no  fchool  to-day  ? 

E<vans.  No  ;  mailer  Slender  is  let  the  boys  leave  toplajT, 

^ick.  Bleffing  of  his  heart! 

Mrs.  Page.  Sir  Hugh,  my  hufband  fays,  my  fon  profita 
nothing  in  the  world  at  his  book ;  I  pray  you,  ai%  hia 
fome  queilions  in  his  accidence. 

*  '^  r/l he  bora^mad.']  There  If  no  Image  which  onr  author  «ppean 
lb  fond  off  as  that  of  cuckolds*  homt.  Scarcely  a  light  chanider  it  ia« 
troduced  that  does  not  endeavour  to  produce  merriroent  by  fome  allofioa 
to  horned  hufbands.  As  he  wrote  hit  playt  for  the  ftage  rather  than 
the  prcfs,  he  perhaps  reviewed  them  feldom,  and  did  not  obferve  this 
repetition ;  or  finding  the  jeft,  howerer  frequent*  ftill  (occefsfoly  did  not 
think  correction  neccflary.     Johnson. 

■  This  is  a  very  trifling  fcene,  of  no  ale  to  theplot»  andliboold  think 
•f  no  great  delight  to  the  audience  3  but  Shakfpeare  bcft  knew  what 
would  pleafe.    Johnson. 

We  may  fuppofe  this  fceneto  have  been  a  very  entertaining  one  to  the 
audience  for  which  it  was  written.  Many  of  the  old  plays  eshibit 
pedants  inibu^og  their  fcholars.    Stiiyims« 

Eva/iu 
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Evans.  Come  hither » William;  hold  up  your  head  ;  ( 
Mrs.  Page.  Come  on,  firrah  ;  hold  up  your  head  ;  an- 
fwer  your  mafter,  be  not  afraid. 

Evans.  William,  how  many  numbers  is  in  nouns  ? 

H^iiL  Two. 

^ici.  Truly  I  thought  there  had  been  one  number 
more  ;  becaufe  they  fay ,  od's  nouns. 

Evans.  Peace  your  tatlings.     Whatis/if/r,  William? 

^III.  Pulcber. 

^ick.  Poulcats  !  there  are  ^rer  things  than  poolcatSy 
fure. 

Evans.  You  are  a  very  fimplicity  'oman  ;  I  pray  yoo, 
peace.     What  is  Lapis,  William  ? 

JVilL  A  ftone. 

Evans.  And  what  is  a  ftone,  William  ? 

Will.  Apcbblc.^ 

Evans.  No,  it  is  Lapis ;    I  pray  yon,  remember  ia 
your  prain. 

//7//.  Lapis. 

Evans.  That  is  a  good  William.    What  is  lie,  William, 
that  does  lend  articles  ? 

//7//.  Articles  are  borrowed  of  the  pronoun ;  and  be 
thus  declined,  Singulariar,  nominative,  hie,  b^c,  b^c. 

Evans.  Ncminativo,  big,  hag,  bog  ;— pray  you,  mark  : 
genitive,  hujus  :  Well,  what  is  your  accujaiive  caft  f 

Will.  AccufativOy  bine. 

Evans.  I  pray  you,  have  your  remembrance,  child ; 
Aecuj'ativo,  bing,  bang,  bog. 

Sluiek.  Hang  hog  is  Latin  for  bacon,  I  warrant  yon. 

Evans.   Leave  your  prabbles,  'oman.      What   is  the 
focative  cafe,  William  ? 

/^7//.  O — voeativo,  O. 

Evans.  Remember,  William  ;  focative  is,  caret* 

^iek.  And  that's  a  good  root. 

Evans.  'Oman,  forbear. 

Mrs.  Page,   Peace. 

Evans.  V*' hdit  is  your  genitive  ca/e  plural,  William? 

Will.  Genitive  caje  f 

Evans*  Ay. 

Will. 
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IFHL  Genitive,— ^tfr«ii»,  barum^  hdrum^. 

Sluick.  'Vengeance  of  Jennfs  cafe  ?  iit  on  her  ! — ne- 
ver name  her,  child,  if  (he  be  a  whore. 

E'vans.  Forfhame,  'oman. 

^icA,  You  do  ill  to  teach  the  child  fuch  words :  he 
teaches  him  to  hick  and  to  hack  ^,  which  they^'ll  do  fail 
enough  of  themfelves;  and  to  call,  horum:— fie  upon 
you! 

Evans.  *Oman,  art  thou  lunaticks  ?  hail  thou  no  under- 
ftandings  for  thv  cafes,  and  the  numbers  of  the  genders  ? 
Thou  art  a  fooliih  chriftian  creatures,  as  I  would  de* 
fires. 

Mrs,  Page.  Pr*ythee,  hold  thy  peace. 

E'vans.  Shew  me  now,  William,  fome  dedenfions  of 
your  pronouns. 

Wni.  Forfooth,  I  have  forgot. 

E*vans.  It  is  hi,  k^^  cod  i  if  you  forget  your  hies,  your 
hies  ♦,  and  your  cods,  you  muil  be  preeches  ^.  Go  your 
ways,  and  play,  go. 

Mrs.  Page.  He  is  a  better  fcholar,  than  I  thought  he 
was. 

Evans.  He  is  a  good  fprag  ^  memory.  Farewell,  mU 
ttieCa  Page, 

Mrs,  Page,  Adieu,  good  fir  Hugh.  Get  you  home, 
boy.-^Come,  we  ftay  too  long.  [Exeunt. 

*  '^h^rum,  b*rum,  borum*']  Taylor,  the  watfr-poet,  hai  borrowed 
thii  jeft,  fuch  as  it  is,  in  his  charader  of  a  ftrumpet : 
'<  And  come  to  horupif  barmm^  wborum,  then 
"  She  proves  a  great  proficient  among  men.'*    STBxrxNt* 
1  —  /«  hick  and  to  hack,]  Sir  William  Blackftone  thoijght  that 
'this,  «  in  Dame  Quickly's  language,  /ignifies  to  fiammer  or  befittte,  at 
boys  do  in  fayii^  their  Icflbns  )**  but  Mr.  Ste«vcns,  with  more  proba- 
bility, fuppo(es  it  fignifics,  in  her  language,— <o  do  mifcbief.   Ma  L  on  a. 

4  -—j^o»r  kles,  j^ovrkzs&c]  All  this  ribaldry  is  likewife  found  la 
Taylor,  the  water-poet.    See  fol.  edit.  p.  io6.    Stxkvxks. 

5  —vou  mufi  be  preeches.l  Sir  Hugh  means  to  fay-^ou  muft  be 
hreecFd:  i.  e  f!ogg*d.  To  Ireecb  is  tojlog.  So,  in  the  Tamng  of  ikt 
Sbrew  : 

'<  I  am  no  bretebing  fcholar  in  the  fchools.**    StxIvsks. 

^  —  fprag — ]  I  am  told  that  this  word  is  ftill  u<ed  by  the  common 
people  in  the  oeighboorhood.  of  Bath,  where  it  (ignifies  rntdyt  aUrtp 
fprigbtlyf  and  is  pronounced  as  if  it  was  yrthttn^f>rM€k.    Stee  vxH^, 

A/prackt  lad  or  wench,  fays  Kay,  is  apt  to  Itarn,  ingen'icut.  Reed. 

Vol.  I.  T  SCENE 
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•    SCENE    11. 
A  Rmm  im  Ford's  lUmfi. 
Enter  Falstaff,  mmd  Mrs,  FoftD. 
fW.  Miftrefs  Ford,  your  (bcTOw  hath  eaten  op  my  fii^ 
feruce:  I  fee,  yoo  are  oUeqnioiu  in  your  knne,  and  I 
profefs  reauital  to  a  hair's  breadth ;  not  only,  miftrds 
ford,  in  the  Ample  office  of  love,  but  in  all  thr  accoutre- 
ment, complement,  and  ceremony  of  it.     Bot  are  yoo 
fiire  of  your  ha(band  now  ? 

Mrs.  Ford.  Hc*s  a  birdhig,  fweet  fir  John. 
Mr/.  Page,  [luitiim.]  What hoa,  goffip  Ford!  what 
hoal 

Mrs.  Ford.  Step  into  the  chamber,  fir  John. 

\Exn  FaLST KTT. 

Enter  Mifirefs  Face. 

Mrt.  Page,  How  now,  fweetheart  ?  ^o*s  at  home  bf- 
fidcs  yourlelf  ? 

Mrs.  Ford.  Why,  none  but  mine  own  people. 

Mrs.  Page.  Incleed  ? 

Mrs,  Ford.  No,  certainly  :— Speak  louder.         [Jfide, 

Mrs.  Page.  Truly,  I  am  fo  glad  you  have  nobody  here. 

Mrs.  Ford,  Why  ? 

Mrs,  Page.  Why,  woman,  your  hu(band  is  in  his  old 
Junes  7  again :  he  lb  takes  on  ^  yonder  with  my  huiband  ; 
fo  rails  againft  all  married  mankind  ;  fo  curfes  all  Eve's 
daughters,  of  what  complexion  focver;  and  fo  buffets 
hiralclf  on  the  forehead,   crying,   Pser-out,  peer-out  •  / 

that 

7  —  Junes'^']  i,  e.  lunacy,  frenzy.  Sec  a  note  on  the  1Vinter*iTdUt 
A6t  Il.rc.  ii.  The  folio  reads /mri,  inftead  of /»»»•  The  elder  quartos 
— hlf  old  'vatne  again.     Steevkns. 

The  correction  was  made  by  Mr.  Theobald.     Malons. 

*  ..mm  be  Jo  takes  on—]  To  take  on^  which  is  now  ofpd  for  tcgrievtt 
icems  to  be  ufed  by  our  author  for  to  rage.     Johnson. 

Jt  is  ufed  by  Nafli  in  Pierce  Fenntlth  bis  Sufpiication  to  tbt  Devit, 
1 592,  in  the  fame  fenfe  t  «  Some  mil  take  on  like  a  madman,  if  they 
fee  a  pig  come  to  table."     Ma  lone. 

9  -^/r#r-0M/,]  That  if,  afftar  btrns,  Shakfpeare  is  at  his  old 
luaes.    JoMNioN. 

Shakfpeare 
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tihtt  an^  madnefs,  lever  yet  beheld,  feem'd  bat  tame- 
nefs,  civility,  and  patience,  to  this  his  diflemper  he  is 
in  now :  I  am  glad  tne  fat  knight  is  not  here. 
•   Mrs.  Ford,  Why,  does  he  talk  of  him  ? 

Mrs,  Page,  Of  none  but  him  ;  and  fwears,  he  was 
carried  out,  the  lafl  time  he  fearch'd  for  him,  in  a  bafket : 
brotefls  to  my  hufband,  he  is  now  here ;  and  hath  drawn 
Aim  and  the  reft  of  their  company  from  their  fport,  to 
make  another  experiment  of  his  fufpicion  :  but  I  am  glad 
the  knight  is  not  here  ;  now  he  (hall  fee  his  own  foolery. 

Mrs,  Ford,  How  near  is  he,  miftrefs  Page. 

Mrs,  Page,  Hard  by ;  at  ftreet  end ;  he  will  be  here  anon. 

Mrs,  Ford,  I  am  undone  ! — the  knight  is  hefe. 

Mrs,  Page,  Why,  then  you  are  utterly  fhamed,  and 
he*8  but  a  dead  man.  What  a  woman  are  you  ? — Away 
with  him,  away  with  him  ;  better  (hame  than  murther. 

Mrs,  Ford,  Which  way  Ihould  he  go  ?  how  fhould  I 
beftow  him  ?  Shall  I  put  him  into  the  baiket  again  ? 

EifUr  Falstapf. 

FaL  No,  I'll  come  no  more  i'  the  balket :  May  I  not 
|;o  out|  ere  he  come  ? 

Mrsi  P^ge.  Alai,  three  of  mafter  Ford's  brothers 
watch  the  door  with  piftols,  that  none  (hall  ilTue  out ; 
othcrwife  yon  might  flip  away  ere  he  came.  But  what 
make  you  here  ■  ? 

Fal,  What  (hall  I  do  ?— I'll  creep  up  into  the  chimney » 

Mrs.  Ford.  There  they  always  ufe  to  difcharge  their 
birding-pieces :  Creep  into  the  kiln-hole  *4 

Fal.  Where  is  it? 

Mrs.  Ford,  He  will  feek  there  on  my  word.  Neither 
prefsj  coffer,  cheft^  trunk,  well,  vault,  but  he  hath  an 

Shikfpeare  here  rtfers  to  the  praCtice  of  childrto,  vhtfn  they  call  oa  a 
fnail  Co  puih  forth  his  horns  : 

Peer  out,  peer  out,  peer  out  of  youf  bole, 
Or  elfe  I*U  beat  you  black  as  a  coal.     HiN Lf  y. 
1  Silt  what  make  y^u  btref]  t.  e.  What  do  you  here  ?   MAtojrc* 
*  Cref^  imo  the  kih-hohJ]  I   ftffpe^,  thefe  words  belong  to  Mrs. 
Page.     See  Mrs.  Ford's  next  fpeech.    That,  however,  may  be  a  fe- 
eond  thought ;  a  corre^ion  of  her  former  propofal :  but  the  other  ftlp« 
poQcion  Is  more  probable*    Ma  low  «• 

T  z  abftraft 
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abftrad ^ for  the  remembrance  of  fach  places,  audioes 

to  them  by  his  note :  There  is  no  hiding  you  in  the  himik* 

fal.  I'll  go  out  then. 

Mrs,  Page,  If  vou  go  *  out  in  yoar  own  femblance,  yoa 
die,  fir  Jcuin.     Unlels  you  go  out  difguis'd, — 

Mrs.  Fcrd.  How  might  we  difguile  nim  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  Alas  the  day,  I  know  not.  There  is  bo 
woman's  eown  big  enough  for  him ;  otherwife,  he  might 
put  on  a  Hat,  a  muffler,  and  a  kerchief,  and  fo  efcape. 

Fal.  Gcxxi  hearts,  devife  fomething:  any  extremityi 
rather  than  a  mifchief. 

Mrs.  Ford.  My  maid's  aunt,  the  fat  woman  of  Brent- 
ford,  has  a  gown  above. 

Mrs.  Page.  On  my  word,  it  will  fcnrc  him;  ihe'sas 
big  as  he  is :  and  there's  her  thrum'd  hat,  and  her  mnfler 
too  ' :  Run  up,  fir  John. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Go,  go,  fweet  fir  John :  miflrefs  Page, 
and  I,  will  look  fomc  linen  for  your  head. 

Mrs.  Page.  Quick,  quick ;  we'll  come  drefs  you 
flraight :  put  on  the  gown  the  while,     [^a*// Fal  staff. 

Mrs.  Ford.  I  would,  my  hufband  would  meet  him  in 
this  ihape :  he  cannot  abide  the  old  woman  of  Brentford  4 
he  fwears,  (he's  a  witch ;  forbade  her  my  houfe,  and  hath 
threacen'd  to  beat  her. 

Mrs.  Page.  Heaven  guide  him  to  thy  hufband's  cudgel ; 
and  the  devil  guide  his  cudgel  afterwards  I 

Mrs.  Ford.  But  is  my  hulband  coming  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  Ay,  in  good  fadnefs,  is  he ;  and  talks  of 
the  bafket  too,  howfoever  he  hath  had  intelligence. 

Mrs.  Ford.  We'll  try  that ;  for  I'll  appoint  my  men  to 

carry 

*  —  tf/f  abftra£l]  i.  e.  a  (hort  note  or  defcription.  So,  in  HawiUt  :-• 
«  the  abftraB  and  brief  chronicle  of  the  times."     Malonk. 

•  Mn.  Page.  If  you  go  &c.]  In  the  firft  folio,  by  the  miftakc  of  the 
compofitor,  the  name  of  Mrs.  hard  is  prefixed  to  this  fpeech  and  the  next. 
For  the  corrcftion  now  made  the  prefent  editor  is  anfwerable.  The 
editor  of  thefccond  folio  put  the  two  fpeeches  together,  and  gave  them 
both  to  Mrs.  Ford.  The  threat  of  danger  from  wltbmtt  afcertaint  the 
firft  to  belong  to  Mrs.  Page.  See  her  ijueech  on  her  entrance.  Malomk. 

}  —  her  thrum*d  batt  and  bit  mufiier  too ;]  The  tbrmM  is  the  end  of 
.«  weaver's  warp^  tnd  we  may  fuppofe,  was  ufed  for  the  purpole  of  mak* 
a  ng  coarfe  hatst     A  mujier  wit  fome  put  of  drcfs  that  coveted  the  face. 

STBZVIKt. 

A  tbrmm'i 
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carry  the  bafket  again,  to  meet  him  at  the  door  with  it, 
as  they  did  laft  time. 

Mrs.  Pa^e.  Nay,  but  he'll  be  here  prefently :  let's  gd 
drefshim  like  the  witch  of  Brentford. 

Mrs.  Ford.  I'll  firft  dircd  my  men,  what  they  (hall  do* 
with  the  baflcet.     Go  up,  I'll  bring  linen  for  him  ftraight. 

[Exit.   . 

Mrs.  Page,  Hang  him,  difhoncft  varlct !  we  cannot 
mifufe  him  enough*. 

We'll  leave  a  proof,  by  that  which  we  will  do. 
Wives  may  be  merry,  and  yet  honeH  too : 
We  do  not  adl,  that  often  jeft  and  laugh  ; 
'Tis  old  but  true.  Still fwing  eat  all  the  draugb  *.    \Exit. 

Re-enter  Mrs,  Ford,  nuitb  tnvo  Ser<vants. 
Mrs.  Ford.  Go,  firs,  take  the  baflcet   again  on  your 
Ihoulders  ;  your  mailer  is  hard  at  door  ;  if  he  bid  you  fet 
it  down,,  obey  him  :  quickly,  difpatch.  [Exit. 

1.  Ser^v.  Come,  come,  take  it  up. 

2.  Ser^.  Pray  heaven,  it  be  not  full  of  knight  *  again. 
I .  Ser<v.  I  hope  not ;  I  had  as  lief  bear  fo  much  lead. 

Enter  Ford,  Face,  Shallow,  Caius,  oxr^ ^/VHugh 
Evans. 
Ford.  Ay,  but  if  it  prove  true,  mafter  Page,  have  you 
any  way  then  to  unfool  me  again  ? — Set  down  the  bafkct, 
villain  : — Somebody  call  my  wife : — You  youth  in  a 
baiket,  come  out  here  ^ !— O,  you  panderly  rafcals  I  there's 
a  knot,  a  gang  ',  a  pack,  a  confpiracy,  againll  me  :  Now 

A  tbrutiCd  hat  was  made  of  very  coarfe  woollen  cloth.  See  Minflieu*ii 
DiCT.  1617,  in  V.     Tbrum'd  Unformed  of  tkrums.     Malonx. 

4  —  m'tfufe  him  enou9b.\  Him  which  was  accidentally  omitted  in  the 
flrft  folio,  was  inferted  by  the  editor  of  the  fecond.     M  a  l on  x . 

5  Stiil  fiolne  6cz.'\  This  is  a  proverbial  fentence.  Sec  Ray's  C0I-' 
legion.     Malons. 

6  —  of  iififr/,/]  Thus  the  only  authentick  copy,  the  firft  folio.  The. 
editor  of  the  fecond  reads— of /ibe  knight;  I  think,  unnecefTarily.  We 
have  iuft  had— «  hard  «r  <W.*'     Malons. 

7  YoMjoutb  in  m  bajket  cofneout  here !]  This  reading  I  have  adopt- ^ 
ed  from  the  early  quarto.  The  folio  has  only— «*  Youth  in  a  baiket  !'*' 

Malonz. 
*  -^  «  gang,]  Old  Copywf f>.  Corr^d  by  Mr.  Rovre.    M a  l  0  k  e  . 
T  3  ihall 
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Qiall  the  deHl  be  (hamed.    What !  wife.  I  Ay  I 

come  forth ;  behdd  what  honeft  cloches  yoa  (end  forth  m 

bleaching. 

Page.  Why,  this  palles* !  Mafler  Ford,  70a  aif  aot 
to  go  looTe  any  longer ;  you  moft  be  piniovi'd- 

£va/ts.WhyM  this  is  lanatics  !  this  is  mad  as  a  mad'dog! 

^W.  Indeed,  msfter  Ford,  this  is  not  well  ;  indeed. 
Eater  Airs.  Ford, 

Fori/.  So  fay  I  too,  fir. — Come  hither,  nuHtxefs  Fori  ; 
miitrefs  Ford,  the  honeft  woman,  the  modeft  wife,  the 
virtuous  creature,  that  hath  the  jealoos  fool  to  her  hnf- 
band ! — I  fufped  withoat  caufe,  miftrefs,  do  I  ? 

Mrs.  Ford.  Heaven  be  my  witnefs,  you  do,  if  yoa 
fufped  me  in  any  difhonefty. 

Ford.  Well  laid,  brazen-foe^ ;  hold  it  cat.— Come 
fi>rth,  firrah.  \Pulls  tbf  chtbes  out  9/ the  bmjket^ 

Page.  This  paflcs. 

Mrs,  Ford.  Arc  you  not  afhamed  ?  let  the  clothes  alone. 

Ford.  1  (hall  find  you  anon. 

Ei'ans ,  *Tis  unrcafonable  !  Will  you  take  up  your 
wife's  clothes  ?  Come  away. 

Ford.  Empty  the  bafkct,  I  fay. 

Mrs.  Ford,  Why,  man,  why,— 

Ford.  Mailer  Page,  ^s  I  am  a  man,  there  was  one  con- 
vey'd  out  of  my  houfe  yeftcrday  in  this  baiket ;  Why  may 
pot  he  be  there  again  ?  In  my  houfe  I  am  fure  he  is  :  my 
intelligence  is  tru^ ;  my  jealoufy  is  reafonable :  Plucc 
me  out  all  the  linen. 

Mrs.  Ford.  If  you  find  a  man  there,  he  lb  all  die  a 
flea's  death. 

Page.  Here's  no  man. 

Sbal.  By  my  fidelity,  th|s  is  not  well,  mailer  Ford ; 
this  wrongs  you  ". 

£a/^i«j.  Mailer  Ford,  you  mud  pray,  and  not  follow  the 
ipiaginations  of  your  own  heart :  this  is  jealouiies. 

9  — .  this  paflcs !]  Sec  p.  205,  note  4.    Ma  lone. 

'  -^  tbit  vfroags  you.  ]  This  is  below  your  charafler,  unworthy  of 
your  underO'anding,  injurious  to  your  honour.  3o,  in  The  7amiag  of 
ibe  SbrnVf  Bianca,  being  ill  treated  by  her  rugged  fifter,  fays, 

u  Yo^  wrong  me  muchj  ix)decd  youwrMr  yoiiifeLf,**    JoaittoN* 
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Ford.  Well,  he's  not  here  I  fcek  for. 

Pagt,  No,  nor  no  where  elfe  but  in  your  brain. 

Ford.  Help  to  fearch  my  houfc  this  one  time:  if  I  find 
not  what  I  feek,  fhew  no  colour  for  my  extremity,  let  me 
for  ever  be  your  table-fport ;  let  them  fay  of  me.  As  jea- 
lous as  Ford,  that  fcarch'd  a  hollow  walnut  for  his  wiffe*«: 
leman  *.  Satisfy  me  once  more ;  once  more  fearch  with  me. 

Mr/./'tfr^'.Whathoa, miftrefs  Page!  come  you,  and  tha 
old  woman  down;  my  hufbandwill  come  into  thechamber» 

Ford,  Old  woman  !  What  old  woman's  that  ? 

Mrs.  Ford.  Why,  it  is  my  maid's  aunt  of  Brentford. 

Ford.  A  witch,  a  quean,  an  old  cozenin|[  quean  \  Have 
I  not  forbid  her  my  houfe  ?  She  comes  of  errands,  does 
fhe  ?  We  are  Ample  men ;  we  do  not  know  what's  brought 
to  pafs  under  the  profeflion  of  fortune- telling.  She  works 
by  charms  ^,  by  Ipclls,  by  the  figure,  and  fuch  daubery  ♦ 
as  this  is  j  beyond  our  element :  we  know  nothing.—^ 
Come  down,  you  witch,  you  hag  you ;  come  down,  I  fay. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Nay,  good,  fweet  hufband; — good  gen- 
tlemen, let  him  not  ftrike  the  old  woman  5.  -! 

Enter  Fj^stafv  in  women*/ clothes,  led  by  Mrs.VhCZ^ 
Mrs.  Page.  Come,  mother  Prat,  come,  give  me  your 
hand. 

X  .^  his  wife^s  lemarn]  JLemMn^  i.  e.  lovtTy  if  derived  from  leefy  Dutch* 
itU^idj  tnd man.     Stibvims. 

}  She  toerki  by  cbarms,  tec."]  Concerning  fome  old  woman  of  Brent" 
ford,  there  are  fcveral  ballads.  Julian  of  Brtntford*s  Ufi  ff^tU  and 
Tfftanunt  was  entered  on  the  Stationers*  books  in  March,   1599. 

Stzzvzns. 

This  without  doubt  was  the  perTon  here  alluded  to  ;  for  in  the  early 
quarto  Mrs.  Ford  fays— *<  my  maid's  aunt,  Gillian  of  Bnntfordf  hatn 
a  gown  above.'*  So  alfo,  in  H^ejiward  Hoe^  a  com.  1(07  :  **  I  doubt 
that  old  hag,  Gillian  of  Braintfordf  has  bewitched  me.'*     Maloms. 

4  •««  fuch  daubery^.^']  Dauber ist  are  difguifes.  So,  in  X»  l^ear^ 
Edgar  fays,  "  J  tannot  i£tfii^  it  further.'*     Stzkvkns. 

Perhaps  rather— fuch  £ro/ir  fai/bood^  and  impofiion.  In  our  author*! 
time  a  dauber  and  n  plajlerer  were  fynonymous.  See  Miniheu's  Dict« 
In  V.  '<  To  lay  it  on  with  a  trowet*  was  a  phrafe  of  that  time,  applied 
to  one  who  uttered  a  grofs  lie.     Malonz. 

5  —  let  bim  not  Jinke  tbe  oid  woman, ^  Not,  which  was  inadvertently 
•micted  in  the  fiift  folio,  was  fupplied  by  the  fecond.    Malonz. 

T  4  Ford. 
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Fori,  I'll  prat  her :— Out  of  my  door,  yoa  wite^f 
\beat5  him.'\  you  rag*,  you  baggage,  you  poolcat,  yoa 
ronyon  ^ !  ouc !  out !  I'll  conjure  you,  I'll  fbrtane-tell  yoa. 

\Exit  Fal«taff. 

Mrs.  Page.  Are  you  not  afhamed  ?  I  think,  you  have 
Idll'd  the  poor  woman. 

Mrs.  Ftrd.  Nay,  he  will  do  it ;— *Tis  a  goodly  credit 
fcr  you. 
.  Fi>rd.  Hang  her,  witch ! 

Evans.  By  yea  and  no,  I  think,  the  'oman  is  a  witch 
indeed  :  I  like  not  when  a  'oman  has  a  great  peard  ;  I 
(ipy  a  great  peard  under  his  mufHer  ' . 

F9ni.  Will  yoB  follow,  gentlemen  ?  I  beieech  yoa  fol- 
low ;  fee  but  the  iiflie  of  my  jealoufy  :  if  I  cry  out  thus 
upon  no  trail  ^,  never  tn)ft  me  when  I  open  again. 

Page.  Let's  obey  his  humour  a  little  further  :  Come, 
gentlemen.    [Exeunt  Page,  Ford,  Shal.  iivd/ Evans. 

Mrs.  Page.  Truft  me,  he  beat  him  moll  pitifully. 

Mrs.  Fcrti.  Nay,  by  the  mafs  that  he  did  not ;  he  beat 
him  moil  unpitifully,  methought. 

Mrs.  Page.  Pll  have  the  cudgel  hallow'd,  and  hung 
o'er  the  altar;  it  hath  done  meritorious  fer\'ice. 

6  ..^ycy  rag,]  This  opprobrious  term  is  again  ufcd  in  Timcn  cf  ^tbtms  : 
** — thy  fatlier,  that  poor  rj^—.**  Mr.  Rowc  unnecefFarUy  difmiilei 
diis  word,  and  introduced  bag  in  its  place.     M alone. 

7  —  rcn)*e/i/]  Ronyon^  applied  to  a  woman,  means,  as  far  as  can 
be  traced,  much  the  fame  w'lxh  frail  or  fcab  fpokenof  a  man.  Johnson. 

From  RogMcuXf  T  r.     So,  in  Macbeth  : 

"  Aroint  thee,  witch,  the  rump-fed  rottyort  cries.'*    Stexvens. 
*  /  ffiy  ^  grijt  peard  under  his  muffler. "^  One  of  the  marks  of  a  lup- 
pofed  witch  was  a/^rj/i/.     Set  Macbeth.     Stefvens. 
Should  we  not  read — u-.ier  her  muffler  ?     Malone. 
As  the  fecond  ftratagem,  by  which  Falftaff  cfcapcs,    is  much  the 
grofler  of  the  two,  I  with  it  had  been  pra£iifed  firft.     It  is  very  unlikely 
that  Ford,  having  been  fo  deceived  before,  and  knowing  that  he  had  beco 
deceived,  would  fuffcr  him  to  cfcape  in  fo  flight  a  difguife.     John  son. 
9  — .  cry  out  tbui  uf>cn  no  trait,]  The  expreflion  is   taken    from  the 
hunters.     Trail  is  the  fccnt  left  by  thepaflagc  of  the  game.     To  cry  euf^ 
U  to  ope/I  or  bark,     Johnson. 
$0,  in  Hamlet : 

•«  How  chearfully  on  the  falfe  trail  they  cry  • 
M  Oh  !  this  is  counter,  ycfalfc  DaniOi  degt  /"     STr«vEKt; 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Fordk  What  think  you?  May  wc,  witb  the.  wtr* 
rant  of  woman-hood,  and  the  witnefs  6f  agood  confcienpe* 
purfue  him  with  any  further  revenge  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  The  fpirit  of  wantonnefs  is,  fure,  (cared 
out  of  him;  if  the  devil  have  him  not  in  fee-fimple,  with 
fine  and  recovery,  he  will  neyer,  I  think,  in  tic  way  of 
wafte,  attempt  us  again". 

Mrs.  Ford.  Shall  we  tell  our  holbands  how  we  hav« 
ferved  him  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  Yes,  by  all  means ;  if  it  be  but  to  fcrap/ 
the  figures  out  of  your  hu(band*s  brains.  If  they  ^n 
find  in  their  ifiearts,  the  poor  unvirtuous  fat  knight  fliaU. 
be  any  further  afiiided,  we  two  will  ^Ibe  the  miniflefs. 

Mrs.  Ford.  I'll  warrant,  they'll  have  him  publickly 
fhamed :  and,  methinks,  there  would  be  nQ  period  *  to  the' 
jell,  fhoold  he  not  be  publickly  fhamed. 

Mrs.  Page,  Come,  to  the  forge  with  it  then,  ^ihap« 
it :  I  would  not  have  things  cool.  [Exeuniw 

SCENE     III. 
Jl  Room  in   the  Garter  Inn^ 

Enter  Hofl  and  Bardolph. 

Bard,  Sir,  the  Germans  defire  to  have  three  of  yoor 
horfes  :  the  duke  himfelf  will  be  to-morrow  at  courts  and 
they  are  going  to  meet  him. 

HoJi.Whzt  duke  ihould  that  be,  comes  fo  fecretly  ?  I 
hear  not  of  him  in  the  court :  Let  me  fpeak  with  the  gentle- 
men ;  they  fpeak  Englifh  ? 

Bard.  Ay,  fir ;  I'll  call  them  to  you  '. 

1  —  in  the  vfey  •f  Wffit^  atNmptms  agditi.']  i.  c*  he  wjU  not  mftke 
further  attempts  to  ruin  ut»  by  corrupting  our  virtue,  «nd  deftrojrifl^ 
our  reputation.     Stssvins. 

a  —  no  period--^]  Shakfpeare  feeas  by  Mfiriod^  to  mean,  wf  roper 
eatafirofbt.     Stxivzics. 

Our  author  often  ufet  ptriodf  for  end  or  eonciufitn.  So,  in  Kinr 
Richard  in  t 

**  O,  let  me  make  the  period  to  my  curfe.     Malonz. 

1  —  r//  call  them  to  ym.'\  Ok  Copywni  call  bim.  Con«aed  in 
the  third  folio.     Malowi* 

Hoji, 
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HtJLyy^f  ton  ka?€  BT  bodes ;  bat  111  nuke  den 
■KcthcB:  tbejluTe  kftdrnjlwoles  a  week  st 
:  I  luTe  tnniM  wtnj  my  other  goefts:  they 
(of^;  IHfincechem:  Come.  [^jBnrsr. 

SCENE    IV. 

A  Rmm  im  Ford's  Hsmji. 

£murTAG%,  FoED»  Mir/.  Page,  Mri.  Fo&Dj  mui Sir 
Hog^  Etascs. 

Evmu.  Tu  one  of  the  bell  difcretioiu  of  m  'oman  u 
Ciei  I  did  kxik  vpon* 

P^fc  And  did  he  fend  yoa  both  thefe  letters  mt  an  in- 
fant? 

Mrs,  Pmge.  Within  a  qoarter  of  an  hour. 

Fn-if.  Pardon  me,  frife:  Henceforth  do  what tboa  wilt; 
T  rather  will  fnfped  the  fan  with  cold  ', 
Than  thee  with  wantonDefs :  now  doth  thy  honour  ftand. 
In  him  that  was  of  late  an  heretick. 
As  £rm  as  faith. 

Page,  'Tis  well,  'tis  well ;  no  more. 
Be  not  as  extreme  in  fabmifiion. 
As  in  offence ; 

But  let  oar  plot  go  forward :  let  our  wives 
Yet  once  again,  to  make  os  publick  fport. 
Appoint  a  mcetine  with  this  old  fat  fellow. 
Where  we  may  t^Ke  him,  and  difgrace  him  for  it. 

Ford,  There  is  no  better  way  than  that  they  {poke  of. 

Page.  How !  tp  fend  him  word  they'll  meet  him  in  the 
park  at  midnight !  Fie,  fie ;  he'll  never  come. 

4  —  tbct  mufi  come  off;]  To  C9mt  tfft  is,  f  pay.  In  this  fenfe  it  is 
•led  hj  ueckery  Heywood,  Middleton,  Mailinger,  and  other  comick 
Irricers.     Steevens. 

In  John  Heywood's  play  of  tbt  Four  P*tf  the  pedlar  fayt, 
**  —  if  you  be  willing  to  buy, 
«  Lay  down  money ;  €omeef<{mck\y.**    FxaMKa* 
The  phrafe  is  ufed  by  Chauceri  Friar's  Taie,  3j8,  edit.  Uny, 

TrawiTT. 
ff  — wrV^cold,]  The  old  copy  reads— j^o/i.    The   emendation  it 
Mr.  Rowe*s.    Malone. 

EviltiSm 
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E'vofU. Yovi  fay,  he  has  been  thrown  in  the  riven ;  and 
has  been  erievoafly  peaten,  as  an  old  'oman :  methinks,'^ 
there  (hould  be  terrors  in  him,  that  he  ihould  not  come ; 
methinks,  his  flefh  is  punifh'd,  helhall  have  no  defires. 

Page,  So  think  I  too. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Devife  but  how  you*ll  ofe  him  when  he 
comes. 
And  let  us  two  devife  to  bring  him  thither. 

Mrs.  Page..  There  is  an  old  tale  goes,  that  Heme  the 
hunter. 
Sometime  a  keeper  here  in  Windfor  fbreft. 
Doth  all  the  winter  time,  at  (iill  midnight. 
Walk  round  about  an  oak,  with  great  raggM  horns ; 
And  there  he  blafls  the  tree,  andtakes  the  cattle  ^  ; 
And  makes  milch-kine  yield  blood,  and  (hakes  a  chain 
In  a  moil  hideous  and  dreadful  manner : 
You  have  heardoffucha  fjpirit;  and  well  yoa  know. 
The  fuperfHtious  idle-headed  eld^ 
Received,  and  did  deliver  to  our  age,  • 
This  tale  of  Heme  the  hunter  for  a  truth. 

Page.  Why,  yet  there  want  not  many,  that  do  fear 
In  deep  of  night  to  walk  by  this  Heme's  oak: 
But  what  of  3iis  ? 

Mrs.  Ford.  Marry,  this  is  our  device  ; 
That  FalftaflFat  that  oak  ihould  meet  with  us, 
Difguis'd  like  Heme,  with  huge  horns  on  his  head  '. 

«  ...tffri^taJcet  tbi  tatth  \\  To  Ml#,  in  Shakfpeare,  fignifies  to  feite 
or  ftrike  with  a  difeafe,  to  blaft.     So,  in  Lesr  : 
«<  —  StrHce  her  young  bones, 
**  Ye  taking  airs,  with  lamenefs.**    Johnson. 
7  —  idle-headed  eU]  Eld  feems  to  be  ufednere,  for  what  onr  poet 
calls  in  Mactetb^^tht  olden  time.     It  is  employed  in  Measure  ftfr  Mea^ 
Jure,  to  exprefs  age  and  decrhitude  : 

**  doth  beg  the  alms 

«  Of  palfied  r/J.**     Stesvxns. 

I  rather  imagine  it  is  nfed  here  foroldperfont.     Malonk. 

*  Difguii'd  like  Heme,   with  huge  bonts  on  bis  bead."]  This  line^ 

which  IS  not  in  the  folio,  was  propeny  reftored  from  the  old  quarto  hy* 

Mr.  Theobald.     H:  at  the  fame   time  introduced  another,— <•  We'll 

fend  him  word  to  meet  us  in  the  field,*'— which  is  dearly  uHneceiTary, 
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Pafi.  WelU  let  it  not  be  doubted  but  he'll  oDme, 
And  in  this  Aupe  :  When  yoo  have  brought  kim  thither. 
What  (hall  be  done  with  him  ?  what  is  vour  plot  ? 
Mrs.  Pa^e.  That  likewife  have  we  tnottght  apon«  and 
thus : 
Nan  Page  my  daughter,  and  my  little  fim,   . 
And  three  or  four  more  of  their  growth,  we'll  drefs 
Like  urchins,  ouphes^,  and  fairiitfs,  green  and  white. 
With  rounds  of  waxen  tapers  on  their  heads. 
And  rattles  in  their  hands ;  upon  a  fudden. 
As  FalftafT,  (he.  and  I,  ard  flewly  met. 
Let  them  from  rorth  a  faw-^it  rufh  at  once 
With  fome  difFiifed  fong ' ;  upon  their  fight* 
We  two  in  great  amaaednefs  will  fly : 
Then  let  them  all  encircle  him  about. 
And,  fairy-like,  to-pinch  the  unclean  knight  *| 
And  afk  him,  why,  that  hour  of  fairy  revel. 
In  their  fo  facred  paths  he  dares  to  tread 
In  fhape  prophane. 

and  indeed  improper;  for  the  vford Jield  reUees  eo  two  preceding  iines 
cf  the  quarto,  which  have  not  been  introduced  : 

«  Now,  for  that  Falftaff  has  been  fo  deceiTM, 
«*  As  that  he  dares  not  venture  to  the  boujcf 
«  WeUl  fend  him  word  to  meet  us  in  the /?«/</.**     Malohx. 
9  .—  mrcbifis,  ov^j&m>— ]  The  primitive  fignification   of  mrcbin  is  a 
bedge-*hog.     Hence  it  comes   to  Signify  any  thing  little  and  dwarAilu 
Ouph  \9  the  Teutonic  word  for a/^/ry  or  goblin .     Stzevens. 
>  ff^itb  f<me    diffufed  fong  jl  i,    e.    wild,    irregular,     difcordant. 
That  this  was  the  meaning  of  tne  word,  1  have  (hewn  in  a  note  on 
another  play  by  a  paflage  from  one  of  Greene's  pamphlets,  in  which  he 
calls  a  drefs  of  which  the  different  parts  wer«  made  after  the  fafhsona 
of  different  countries,  "  a  J/^fjj/ia/ attire."     Malonx. 

*  Andy  fairy'likef  to^pincb  toe  uneiesn  knight ;]  This  ufe  of  to  in 
compofition  with  verbs,  is  very  common  in  Gower  and  Chaucer,   but 
muft  have  been  rather  antiquated  in  the   time  of  Shakfpexre.     Se# 
Gower,  De  Cenfejione  Amanth,  B.  iv.  foi.  7» 
«<  All  to-tore  is  myn  araie." 
And  Chaucer,  Reeve* x  Tale,  1169  : 

«<  mauth  and  nofc  t^r9ke,^    Tyxwhitt. 

This  ufe  of  the  prepofition  to  was  not  entireljr  antiquated  in  our 
author^s  time.    See  Spenfer,  B.  IV.  c.  7.  B,  V.  c.  S.     Stbxtxns, 
So  Milton,  in  his  Mafque  t 

*<  Were  all  r^^uffledy  aitd  fometinet  impair'd.    Maloh x  • 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Fcrd.  And  till  he  tell  the  truth. 
Let  the  fappofed  fairies  pinch  him  found  ', 
And  burn  mm  with  their  tapers. 

Mrs.  Page.  The  truth  being  knoltmj 
We'll  all  prefent  ourfelves ;  dif-horn  the  fpirit^ 
And  mock  him  home  to  Windfor. 

Fori/.  The  children  muft 
Be  pra<ais'd  well  to  this,  or  they'll  ne'er  do't. 

£<vans.  I  will  teach  the  children  their  behaviours ;  and  I 
will  be  like  a  jack-an-ape:^  alfo,  to  burn  the  knight  with 
my  taber. 

Ford.  That  will  be  excellent,  I'll  go  buy  them  vi- 
zardjs. 

Mrs.  Fage.  My  Nan  (hall be  the  queenof  all  thefairies, 
finely  attired  in  a  robe  of  white. 

Page.  That  filk  will  I  go  buy ; — and  in  that  time  ♦ 
Shall  mafter  Slender  fteal  my  Nan  away,  \Afidi. 

And  marry  her  at  Eton. — Go,  fend  to  Falftaff  ftraight, 
*  Ford.  Nay,  I'll  to  him  again  in  name  of  Brook : 
He'll  tell  me  all  his  purpofe  :  Sure  he'll  come. 

Mrs.  Page.  Fear  not  you  that :  Go  get  us  properties  ' 
And  tricking  for  our  fairies  •• 

Evans.  Let  us  about  it :  It  is  admirable  pleafures,  and 
fery  honefl  knaveries. 

[Exeunt  Paoe,  Ford,  and  Evans. 

Mr/.  Page.  Go,  miftrefs  Ford, 
Send  Quickly  to  Sir  John,  to  know  his  mind. 

i Exit  Mrs.  Ford. 

And  none  but  he,  to  marry  with  Nan  Page. 
That  Slender,  though  well  landed,  is  an  ideot ; 
And  he  my  huiband  beil  of  all  affeds  : 
The  dodoris  well  money 'd,  and  his  friends 

3  — *  phicb  him  found,}  i.  e.  foundlj.  The  adje^ve  uied  as  an 
adverb.     Stxetzns.  • 

4  —  and,  in  that  time]  That  tim*  relatea  to  the  time  of  the  mafic 
with  which  Falftaffwai  to  be  cnttrtained.    WAaauaToN. 

i  -^  prcpertiit^^']  Prtptrtiti   are  little  incidental  neceflariet  to  a 
theatre,  exdufive  of  icenesand  dreilb.    Stketxmi* 
^  —  tricking /«r  mr  faries.'^  To  iriikt  U  to  drcia  »«{•   Stixtxii t* 

Potest 
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Potent  at  court;  he/  none  bathe,  fliall  have  her',  • 
Though  twenty  thoufand  worthier  come  to  crave  her* 

8  C  E  N  E    V. 

jf  Room  in  tit  Garter  Imm 

Enter  Ho^  anJ  SiuTLE* 

_  Hofl.  What  wottid'ft  thou  have,  boor?  what,  thict- 
0tinW  fpeak,  bredthe,  difcufs;  brief,  fliort,  quick,  fnap.. 

Simjf.  MzTTV,  fir,  I  come  to  fpeak  with  fir  John  Fal- 
ftafF  from  Mailer  Slender. 

'  Hofi.  There's  his  chamber,  his  houfe;  his  ^aftle,  his 
ftancung-bedy  and  truckle-bed' ;  'tis  painted  about 'with 
the  dory  of  the  prodigal,  frefh  and  new  :  Go,  kncyck  and 
call;  he'll  fpealc  like  zn  Antbropopbaginian  ^  juito  thee: 
Knock,  I  fay. 

Simp,  There's  an  old  woman,  a  fat  woman  gone  up  into 
his  chamber ;  I'll  be  fo  bold  as  flay,  fir,  till  Ihe  come 
down :  I  come  ro  fpeak  with  her,  indeed. 

Hoft.  Ha !  a  fat  woman  !  the  knight  may  be  robb'd : 
I'll  call  .—Bully  knight !  Bully  fir  John  !  fpeak  from  thy 
Jungs  military  :  Art  thou  there  ?  it  is  thine  hoft,  thine 
Epnefian*,  calls. 

Fal,  [alcve.]  How  now,  mine  hoft  ? 

Hofi.  Here's  a  Bohemian-Tartar  *  tarries  the  coming 

down 

7  «—  what,  tbick-Alnf]  I  meet  with  this  term  of  abufe  in  Warner's 
"Albions  England f  1 602,   book  vi.  chap.  30  : 

«  That  hefo  foul  a  tbick-Jkin  fliould  fo  fair  a  lady  catch.**  Stxiv. 
»  ^^fianding  bedi  and  tmckU-htd'^']  The  ufual  furniture  of  cham- 
bers in  that  time  was  a  ftanding-bed,  under  which  was  a  trocbelj  trucile, 
or  running-bed.    In  the  ftanding-bed  lay  the  mailer,  and  in  the  truckle- 
bed  the  fcr\'ant.     So,  in  HalPs  Account  ofaftrwU  tutor  : 
"  He  licth  in  the  truckU-bedy 
.  *<  While  his  young  maftcr  lieth  o'er  his  head."     Johkson. 
9—  Antbropopbaginian'^^  i.e.  a  cannibal.'  See  Otbells,  Ad  I.  Cc»  iii. 
It  is  here  ufed  as  a  founding  word  to  a(loni(h  Simple,     Stxev£NS. 

♦  —  fi);«^Ephefian,]  This  was  a  cant  tenn  of  the  time.  So,  in  K* 
Henry  IF.  P.  II.  Ad  II.  fc.  ii.  «'  P.  Henry,  What  company  ?  Page. 
^pbejiansy  my  lord,  of  the  old  church.**  See  the  note  there.  Malonx* 
I  ,~^  Bobemian-Tartar — ]  The  French  call  2i  Bobtmian  what  we  cafl 
a  Gjtfey  f  but  I  believe  the  Hoft  meant  nothing  more  than,  by  a  wild 
app«Uation,  to  Infinuate  that  Simple  makes  a  ilrange  appearance*  J  o  x  k s . 

in 


OF     WINDSOR)  z$f 

down  of  thy  fat  woman:  Let  her  defcend^  buU^^  Let  her 

defcend ;  my  chambers  are  honourable :  Fie !  pnvacy  ?  tie! 

Enter  Falstafp. 

Fal.  There  was,  mine  hoft,  an  old  fat  woman  even  now 
with  me;  but  fhc*s  gone. 

Simp.  Pray  you,  fir,  was't  not  the  wife  woman  of  Brent- 
ford*? 

FaL  Ay,  marry  was  it,  muffel-fhelP  j  What  would 
you  with  her  ? 

5/M/.  Mymafter,  fir,  my  mafter  Slender,  font  to  her, 
feeing  her  go  thorough  the  ftreets,  to  know,  fir,  whether 
one  Nym,  fir,  that  beguiled  him  of  a  chain,  had  the 
chain,  or  no. 

Fal.  I  fpake  with  the  old  woman  about  it.- 

Simp,  And  what  fays  ihe,  I  pray,  fir  ? 

Fai.  Marrv,  ihe  fays,  that  the  very  fame  man,  that 
beguiled  inafter  Slender  of  his  chain,  cozen'd  him  of  it. 

Simp.  I  would,  I  could  have  fpoken  with  the  woman  her-* 
felf ;  I  had  other  things  to  have  fpoken  with  her  too,  from 
him. 

Fal.  What  are  they  ?  let  us  know. 

Hofl.  Ay,  come;  quick. 

Stmt.  I  may  not  conceal  them,  fir*. 

Hojt.  Conceal  them,  or  thou  dieft. 

Simp.  Why,  fir,  they  were  nothing  but  about  miilrefs 
Anne  Page ;  to  know,  if  it  were  my  mailer's  fortune  to 
have  her,  or  no. 

«  In  Germany,  there  were  feTeral  companies  of  vagabonds,  tec.  called 
Tartars  andZigens.  •«  Thefe  are  the  fame  in  my  opinion,*'  fayiMece- 
ray.  «<  as  thofe  the  French  call  Bohemlant^  and  cheEngliih  Oypfies.**  Bui- 
tecl's  Tranflation  of  Mextraft  Hift.  of  France,  id.  zn.  1417.  Toilet* 

*  —  ibe  wife  woman  ef  Brentford  f  ]  In  our  author^s  time  female 
dealers  in  palmi/by  and  fortune-telling  were  ufually  denominated  vfife 
'Ufomen.  So  the  perfon  from  whom  Hey  wood's  play  ofTbe  wife  woman 
of/IoifJouf  1638,  takes  its  title,  is  employed  in  anfwering  many  fucb 
queftions  as  are  the  objed  of  Simple's  enquiry.     R  e  x  d. 

3  --.  muj'el'ibeii ',]  He  calls  poor  Sinple  muJfeJ-fi>eli,  becaufe  heftandf 
with  his  mouth  open.    Johnson. 

**  Simp.  /  may  &c.]  In  the  old  copy  this  fpeech  Is  given  to  FalftafE. 
Correded  by  Mr.  Rowe.  I  mention  this  enor,  becaufe  it  joftifiea  other 
limilar  correiCUons  that  have  been  nadci  ^t^ff*  194, 176.    Maxoni^ 

. .  Fal. 
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FaL  'Tis,  'tis  his  fortane. 

Simp.  What,  fir? 

fal.  To  have  hcr^— or  no :  Go ;  (ay,  the  wonun  told 
aie  fo. 

Simp.  May  I  be  fo  bold  to  fay  fo,  fur  ? 

JFaL  Ay,  fir  Tike  ;  who  more  bold  ♦  ? 

Simp.  I  thank  yourworfhip:  I  ihall  make  my  mafler 
glad  with  thefe  tldiogs.  [Exi^  Simple. 

Ho/f.  Thou  art  clerkly  S  thou  art  clerkly^  fir  John: 
Was  there  9  wife  woman  with  thee  ? 

FaL  Ay>  that  there  was»  mine  hoil ;  one»  that  hath 
taught  me  more  wit  than  ever  I  leam'd  before  in  my 
life  :  and  I  paid  nothing  for  it  neither,  but  was  paid  ^fiir 
my  learning. 

Eftfer  Bardolph. 
Bard,  Oat,  alas,  fir!  cozenage!  meer cozenage ! 

Hojf,  Where  be  my  horfcs  ?  fpeak  well  of  them,  var- 
letto. 

Bar  J,  Run  away  with  the  cozeners :  for  fo  foon  as  I  cane 
beyond  Eton,  they  threw  me  off,  from  behind  one  of 
them,  in  a  flough  of  mire ;  and  fet  fours,  and  away,  like 
three  German  devils,  three  Dodlor  Fauftus*s  ^. 

Hofi.  They  are  gone  but  to  meet  the  duke,  Wllain  :  do 
not  fay,  they  be  fled ;  Germans  are  honcft  men. 
Enfcr   Sir  Hugh  Evans. 

Evans.  Where  is  mine  hoft  ? 

He/.  What  is  the  matter,  fir  ? 
.    Ei}ans.  Have  a  care  of  your  entertainments :  there  2$  t 

4  -/ff,  5/f  Tike  j  wA*  morehoU  f  ]  The  folio  reads — Ay,  Sir,  fikf  &c 
The  emendation,  which  is  fupported  by  the  old  quarto,  (where  wcfin4 
Ay,  I'ike^  Sec.)  was  fuggcft«d  by  Dr.  Ftrmer.     Malonz. 

5  .^ cUrklff--]  i.  e.  fchotar-Iike.     Steevens- 

•  /paid  nothing  fir  it  neither^  but  was  paid—]  He  alludes  to  ths 
^atiog  which  he  had  ju(l  received.  The  fame  play  on  words  occurt  ia 
Cymbeliney  A<ft  V.  "  — forry  you  have  paid  too  much,  and  forry  that 
you  Sift  paid  too  much."*     Sthvens. 

To  fay  in  our  author's  time  often  Signified  to  heat.  So,  In  JT.  Henry  7F., 
P.  I.  ««  —  fcven  of  the  eleven  I  paid.^*  See  Vol.  11.  p,  183.  Malonj. 

7  —  three  German  devils,  three  Dc&t>r  Faufius^.]  John  Fauft^  zook- 
mon\j C9\icd Doffw  FaMjth  yi^^Cerman*    Stietxms. 

4  friend 
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friend  of  mine  come  to  town,  tells  me,  there  is  thret 
coazin  germans,  that  has  cozen'd  all  the  hoib  of  Read- 
ings, of  Maideiihead,  of  Colebrook,  of  horfes  and  mo- 
ney. I  tell  you  for  good  will,  look  you :  you  are  wifej 
and  full  of  gioes  and  vlouting-ftogs  ;  and  'tis  not  conve- 
nient  you  ihould  be  cozen'd  :  Fare  you  well,  •  [Exit* 
inter  Caius. 

,   Cat  us »  Vere  h  mine  Hoji  di  Jarterref 
^  Hoft.  Here>  mafter  dodor,  in  perplexity,  and  doubtful 
dilemma. 

Cuius.  I  cannot  tell  vat  is  dat :  But  it  is  tell-a  me,  dat 
you  make  grand  prtoaration  for  a  duke  de  Jarmany  :  by 
my  trot,  dere  is  no  duke,  dat  the  court  is  know  to  come  i 
I  tell  you  for  good  vill  i  adieu.  [Exit. 

Hoft.  Hue  and  cry,  villain,  go :— ^affift  me,  knight ;  I 
am  undone :— -fly,  run,  hue  and  cry,  villain !  I  am  un^^^ 
done !  [Exeunt  Hofl,  and^\  R  D  o  L  p  H  • 

FaU  I  would,  all  the  world  might  be  cozen'd ;  for  I  have 
been  cozen'd,  and  beaten  too.  If  it  ihould  come  to  the 
car  of  the  court,  how  I  have  been  transform'd,  and  how 
my  transformation  hath  been  wafti'd  and  cudgel'd,  they 
would  melt  me  out  of  my  fat,  drop  by  drop,  and  liquor 
fifhermen's  boots  with  me ;  I  warrant,  thev  would  whip 
me  with  their  fine  wits,  till  I  were  as  creft-fall'n  as  a  dry'd 
pear.  I  never  profper'd  fince  I  forefwore  myfelf  at  Pri* 
ntero  ••  Well,  if  my  wind  were  but  long  enough  to  fay 
my  prayers',  I  would  repent.— ■ 

Eaiir 

'  «— tff  Primero.]  A  game  at  cards*    JoHVtoN. 

Frlmtro  wai  in  Shakfpeare's  time  the  fafhionable  game.  In  the 
(arl  of  KorthumberlasMl's  letteri  about  the  powder  plot,  Jofc.  Percy 
vat  playing  at  Primero  on  a  Sunday,  when  his  uncle  the  confpirator 
called  on  him  at  EiTex  Houfe.  TlUs  game  it  again  mentioned  in  ovr 
%xit\iOT\  Henry  VUL    Pirct. 

*^  Primero  and  Primavifta,  two  games  of  cardef  •  Prlmvm  it  frimum 
Hfifum,  that  is,  firft,  and  firft  feene,  becaofe  he  that  can  (hew  fuch  aa 
order  of  cardes,  wins  the  game.**  See  Minibeu^s  DicTi  1617.— In  the 
Sydney  Papertf  Vol.  II.  p.  83,  is  the  following  account  of  an  alter-^ 
cation  that  happened  between  our  poet*s  generous  patron,  and  one  WiU 
lottghby,  at  this  game  :  **  The  quarrel  of  my  Lord  Southampton  co 
Vox.  I.  U  AAhrofiB 
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Emter  Mifirtft  Quickly, 

Now !  whence  come  yoa  ? 

^mick.  From  the  two  parties^  fbrfooth. 

Fml.  The  devil  take  one  party,  and  his  ixm  theother, 
and  io  they  (hall  be  both  beflowM !  I  have  fiifier'd  more 
lor  their  fakes,  more,  than  the  villainoos  inconfiancy  of 
man's  difpofition  is  able  to  bear. 

^ick.  And  have  not  they  foffer'd  }  Yes,  I  warrant ; 
ipecioofiy  one  of  them;  miftrefs  Ford,  good  hean,  is 
beaten  black  and  blue,  that  you  cannot  fee  a  white  fpot 
about  her. 

Fal.  What  tell'ft  thoa  me  of  black  and  bine?  I  was 
beaten  myfelf  Into  all  the  coloors  of  the  rainbow  ;  and  I 
was  like  to  be  apprehended  for  the  witch  of  Brentford; 
bat  that  my  adnurable  dexterity  of  wit,  my  coonterfeidDg 
the  adion  of  an  old  woman ',  deliver'd  me,  the  knvn 
condable  had  fet  me  i'the  (locks,  i'the  common  ftocks, 
for  a  witch. 

•  Sljfick,  Sir,  let  me  fpeak  with  you  in  yoor  chamber: 
yoa  Ihall  hear  how  things  go ;  and  I  warrant,  to  yoar  coa- 

Axnbrofe  Willoughby  grew  apon  this :  That  he,  with  Sir  Walter  Raw- 
ley  and  Mr.  Parker,  being  at  Prhnero  in  the  prefeAce-chamber,  the 
^aeen  was  gone  to  bed  ;  and  he  being  there,  as  fquire  of  the  body,  de- 
fired  them  to  give  over.  Soon  after  he  fpoke  to  them  againe,  that  if 
they  would  not  leave,  he  would  call  in  the  guard  to  puU  down  the  bord ; 
which  Sir  Waiter  Rawley  feeing,  put  up  his  money,  and  went  lut 
wayes  ;  but  my  lotd  Southampton  took  exceptions  at  hyniy  and  told 
hym,  he  would  remember  yt :  and  fo  finding  hym  between  the  Tennis- 
Court  wall  and  the  garden,  ftrooke  him ;  and  Willoughby  pull*d  of  fome 
of  his  lockes/'  This  happened  in  the  beginning  of  1598.  M alone. 

9  —  to  fay  my  prayers,]  Thefe  words  were  reftored  ^m  the  early  quar- 
to by  Mr.  Hope.  They  were  probably  omitted  in  the  folio  on  accoaot 
of  the   Stat.  3.  Jac.  I.  ch.  21.     Malone. 

>  — -j<F?/0n  of  an  old  woman fl  Mr.  Theobald  reads  vr^i^.woinany 
i*  e.  frantick,  crazy ;  but  the  reading  of  the  old  copy  is  fully  fopportcdby 
what  Falftaff  fays  afterwards  to  Ford  :  <<  I  went  to  her,  Mafter  Brook, 
as  you  fee,  like  a  poor  old  man ;  but  I  came  from  her,  Mafter  Brook» 
like  a  poor  old  woman.'*     Malonb. 

Fal/laff  by  counterfeiting  foch  weaknefs  and  infirmity,  as  wooU 
naturally  be  pitied  in  an  old  woman,  averted  the  pnniihmenc  to  whidi 
he  would  otherwife  have  betn  fubje^d,  on  tht  fnppofition  that  he  was 
twitch*    Stektiiii* 

tent. 
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tcnti    Here  is  a  letter  will  fay  fomn^at.     Good  hearts, 
what  ado  here  is  to  brine  ypu  together !  Sure,  one  of  yo» 
does  notferve  heaven  well*,  that  you  arc  fo  crofs'd. 
FaL  Come  up  into  my  chamber.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE    VI. 

Another  Room  in  the  Garter  Inn, 

Enter  Fsnton  and  Hoft. 

Hofl,  Mailer  Fenton^  talk  not  to  me;  my  mind  is 
heavy,  I  will  give  over  all. 

Fent^  Yet  hear  me  fpeak :  Affift  me  in  my  purpofe. 
And,  as  I  am  a  gentleman,  I'll  give  thee 
A  hundred  pound  in  gold,  more  than  your  lofs. 

Hoft,  I  will  hear  you,  mafter  Fenton ;  and  I  will,  at 
the  leaft,  keep  your  counfel. 

Fent.  From  time  to  time  I  have  acquainted  you 
With  the  dear  love  I  bear  to  fair  Anne  Page  $ 
Who,  mutually,  hath  anfwered  my  afl^edion 
(So  far  forth  as  herfelf  might  be  her  choofer«) 
Even  to  my  wiih :  I  have  a  letter  from  her 
Of  fuch  contents  as  you  will  wonder  at; 
The  mirth  whereoPs  •  fo  larded  with  my  matter. 
That  neither,  fmgly,  can  be  manifefted,  «. 

WiAout  the  (hewot  both;— wherein  fat  Falftaff* 

*  Sure,  one  ofpu  does  notferve  heaven  well,  &c.]  The  great  fault  of 
this  play  ti  tht  frequency  oTexpreflions  fo  profane,  that  no  neceilitj  of 
preferring  charaOer  can  juftify  them.  There  arc  lawi  of  higher  au- 
thority than  thofe  of  criticifm.     Tomnson* 

•  Tbe  mirth  v)hereof"%^'\  Old  Copy  .  ■  whereof.  The  corredlon  ii 
Mr.  P6pe*f.  I  am  not  foie  that  it  it  neceflary.  fn>ereof  might  htTC 
been  ufed  as  we  fliouU  now  ufe  thereof*  <<  The  mirth  tfa«reof  heiug  fi» 
Urded,**  Sec    Maloni.   . 

S wherein /f/  Falftaff  tee. 

Hath  a  great  fcene  A  The  firft  folio  reads  ! 

Without  the  ihew  of  both  :  fat  ^alftaff  &c. 
I  have  fupplied  the  word  that  was  probably  omitted  at  theprefs,  from. 
the  early  quarto,  where,  in  the  correfponding  place,  we  fiodU* 

Wherein  fat  Faillaft'hath  a  mighty  fcare  Ifeeme], 
The  editor  of  the  fecond  folio,  to  fupply  the  metre,  arbritrarily  reads, 
Without  the  ihew  of  both  ;««fat  Sir  John  FaUUflU*.    Mai»oiib« 
U  2  Hath 
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Hatkagictt  kemci  die  image  of  the  jeft^ 

[SU'wiiig  tie  utttr* 
111  £bcw  yoB  here  at  large.     Hark,  good  mine  hoft  : 
To-nigiit  at  Herne^s  oik,  jnft  'twixt  twelreand  one* 
Moil  my  fwcet  Nan  prefent  the  fairjr  queen  ; 
The  porpofe  why,  is  here^ ;  in  which  di^ufe. 
While  other  jefti  are  ibmething  rank  on  rooc  ^, 
Her  father  hadi  cxwnmanded  ho-  to  flip 
Away  with  Slender,  and  widi  him  at  Eton 
Immediately  to  marry:  flie  hath  oonfented : 
Now,  Sir, 

Her  mother,  even  ftron^  againft  that  match  % 
An<l  firm  for  DodcM*  Cams,  hath  appmnted 
That  he  (hall  likewife  ihaffle  her  away^ 
While  other  fports  are  talking  of  their  minds  *, 
And  at  the  deanery,  where  a  prieft  attends. 
Straight  marry  her :  to  this  her  mother's  plot 
She,  fceminely  obedient,  likewife  hath 
Made  promile  to  the  doAor  : — Now,  thus  it  refts  z 
Her  father  means  ihe  (hall  be  all  in  white ; 
And  in  that  habit,  when  Slender  fees  his  time 
To  take  her  by  the  hand,  and  bid  her  go. 
She  (hall  go  with  him: — ^her  mother  hath  intended. 
The  better  to  denote  '  her  to  the  dodor, 

(For 

4  —  fif  image  oftbejeft']  ImagM  it  reprefenuiion*     So,  in  Km  Rick* 
€rd  III : 

*'  And  liv'd  by  looking  on  hit  imsgtu'**  Stkkvens. 
Thefe  words  allude  to  a  cuftomftill  in  ofe,  of  hanging  oat  punted  rt« 
prcfentations  of  ihows.     Hi  n  l  z  y  . 

5  — iihcrc;]  i.e.  in  the  Jctter.         SrEETiNf. 

*  While  other  J  efts  are  femetbing  rank  en  foot,]  u  e.  while  they  art 
hotly  purfuing  other  merriment  of  Uieir  own.     STxxTXNt* 

7  «_  even  Jirong  againft  that  match,!  Even  ftrong,  it  aijtrong^  wth 
afimilar  degree  of  ftre/igth.  So,  in  ifamlet^  **  even  chrifUaui**  itfelkm 
chri/lian*     Stzevxns. 

A  —>  talking  o/'/i&Wr  miW;,]  So,  in  another  play  of  our  author  s 
"  —fome  things  of  weight, 

«  That  tafi.  our  thought!  concerning  us  and  France***    St  est. 
9  -~  ro  denote— >1  In  the  Mis*  of  our  author*s  age  n  and  u  were  form- 
ed fo  Tery  much  alike,  that  they  are  fcarcety  dlftinguiihable.     Hence  it 
^u^  that  in  the  old  copies  of  thefe  plays  one  of  thcfe  letters  It  frequent. 
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(For  they  muft  all  be  mafk'd  and  vizarded,) 
That,  anaint  in  green  %  (he  Ihall  be  loofe  enrobed. 
With  riobands  pendant,  flaring  'bout  her  head  ; 
And  when  the  ao6h)rfpies  his  vantage  ripe. 
To  pinch  her  by  the  hand,  and,  on  that  token. 
The  maid  hath  given  confent  to  go  with  him. 

Hofi.  Which  means  Ihe  to  deceive  ?  father  or  mother  ? 

Fent.  Both,  mygoodhoft,  to  go  along  with  me : 
And  here  it  rcfts, — that  you'll  procure  the  vicar 
To  ftay  for  me  at  church,  'twixt  twelve  and  one. 
And,  in  the  lawful  name  of  marrying. 
To  give  our  hearts  united  ceremony. 

Hafi.  Well,  hufband  your  device;  Til  to  the  vicar : 
Bring  you  the  maid,  you  ihall  not  lack  a  prie^. 

fent.  So  (hall  I  evermore  be  bound  to  thee ; 
Befides,  I'll  make  a  prefent  recompence.  [Exeunt, 

ly  put  for  the  other.  From  the  caufe  affigned,  or  from  an  accidental 
inverfion  of  the  letter  n  -at  the  prefa,  the  firft  folio  in  the  prefent  inftaace 
reads— i/«U0/e,  u  being  conftanthf  employed  in  that  copy  inftead  of  v* 
The  fame  miftalcehas  happened  i|i  ftveral  other  places.  Thus,  In  Much 
mdo  about  Neibhgf  1623,  we  find,  **.lie  is  /vruVorthographer,**  inftead 
of  tttrn^d.  Again,  in  Othtllo  tr^^*  to  die  contemplation,  mark,  and  deuott* 
ment  of  her  parts,**  inftead  of  denotement.  Again,  in  King  John :  This 
expeditions  charge,  inftead  of  expedition***  Again,  ibid:  invdaerahU 
for  invulnerable.  Again,  in  Hamletf  1605,  ye  faeet  wjth  this  Yerj 
word  put  by  an  error  of  the  prefs  for  denote  t 

«  Together  with  all  forms,  modes^  ihapes  of  grief, 

**  That  can  denote  me  truly.*' 
The  prefent  emendation,  which  was  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Stecrtni,  la 
fiilly  fupported  by  a  fubfeqnent  pailage  quoted  by  him  t^in^'the  whltt 
will  decipher  her  well  enough.*'    Maloni. 

1  I.-,  quaint  iff  ^rM»,]  may  mean  fantaftically  dreft  In  ffteuf    Sof 
in  Milton*s  Mafyueat  Lndkvf  Cnfile  t 

<«  ^^  left  the  place, 

«  And  this  quaint  habit,  breed  aftoniAment.** 
In  the  T«p«  GtafikaiM  oj  Vironetf  A6t  Ill.fc.  h  fMisfj^jtufedfot 
tngenioujly  s 

*'  — *«>-  a  ladder  qumintlf  made  of  cords.**    Stzkvbms* 
In  DaniePs  Sonnets,  1594,  it  is  ufed  for /kurtf/^iVI : 

**  Prayeil  prcrail  not  with  a  fusimt  Jifdaiii.**    Maloni. 
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ACT    V.     SCENE    I. 

A  Room  in  the  Garter  Inn, 
Enter  Falstaff  and  Mrs.  Quickly. 

¥al.  Pr'ythcc,  no  more  prattling; — ^go.— I'll  hold: 
This  is  the  third  time ;  I  hope,  good  luck  lies  in  odd 
numbers.  Away,  go  ;  they  fay,  there  is  divinity  in  odd 
numbers,  cither  in  nativity,  chance,  or  death.— Away. 

i^ick,  rU  provide  you  a  chain  ;  and  1*11  do  what  I  can 
to  get  you  a  pair  of  horns. 

FaL  Away,  I  fay  \  time  wears  :  hold  up  your  head, 
and  mince " .  [Exit  Mrs.  Qu  i c k l y . 

Enter  Ford, 
How  now,  matter  Brook  ?  Mailer  Brook,  the  matter  will 
be  known  to-night,  or  never.     Be  you  in  the  Park  about 
midnight,  at  Heme's  oak,  and  you  ihall  fee  wonders. 

FcriL  Went  you  not  to  her  yellerday,  fir,  as  you  :o!d 
mc  you  had  appointed  ? 

Fal,  I  went  to  her,  mailer  Brook,  as  you  fee,  like  a 
poor  old  man  :  but  I  came  from  her,  mailer  Brook,  like  a 
poor  old  woman.  That  fame  knave.  Ford  her  hu/bar.d, 
hath  the  fineil  mad  devil  of  jealoufy  in  him,  mailer 
Brook,  that  ever  governed  frenzy.  I  will  tell  you. — He 
bt-at  me  grievouily,  in  the  fliapc  of  a  woman  ;  for  in  the 
ihape  of  man,  mailer  Brook,  1  fear  not  Goliah  with  a 
mraver's  beam  ;  becaufe  I  know  alfo,  life  is  a  fhuttle.  I 
ars  in  hailc  ;  go  along  with  mc  ;  Til  tell  you  all,  mailer 
Irook.  Since  I  pluck'd  geefc,  olay'd  truant^and  whippM 
1.-0,  I  knew  not  what  'twas  to  be  beaten,  till  lately,  i-cl- 
Inii  ne:  I'll  tell  you  llrange  things  of  thi^  knave  Ford; 
m  •^"Oi  to-night  I  will  be  revenged,  and  1  will  deliver 

-  **ltV  into  your  hand. — Follow  :    Strange    things  in 

uri  niiler  Brook !  follow.  Exeunt. 

^  r.ri»f  T.-v  hraJy  and  mince]  To  triace  is  to  walk  with  afted- 
j  I  >-*   *5s>,  in  the  Mcrcir.nt  cf  l^inict : 

•  _        turn  two  ir.ir.cing  ilcps 

•  tapr  A  manly  iUitie.*'     SiEEvrM. 

SCENE 


OFWINDSOR.  195 

SCENE    II. 

WinJfir  Park. 

Enter  7 AGE,  Shallow,  anJ  Slender. 

Page.  Come;  come  ;  we'll  couch  i*  the  cafUc-ditch,  till 
we  fee  the  light  of  our  fairies. — Remember,  fon  Slender* 
jny  daughter  \ 

Slen,  Ay,  forfobth  ;  I  have  fpoke  with  her,  and  we  have 
a  nay-word  ',  how  to  know  one  another.  I  come  to  her  in 
white,  and  cry,  mumi  fhe  cries,  budget  \  and  by  that 
we  know  one  another. 

Shal.  That's  good  too ;  But  what  needs  either  your 
mum,  or  her  budget  f  the  white  will  decipher  her  well 
enough.-— It  hath  flruck  ten  o'clock. 

Page.  The  night  is  dark  ;  light  and  fpirits  will  become 
it  well.  Heaven  profper  our  fport !  hfo  man  means  evil 
but  the  devil  ^,  and  we  (hall  know  him  by  his  horns. 
Let's  away;   follow  me.  {Exeunt. 

S  C  E  N  E    IH. 

fhe  Street  in  Wind/or. 

Enter  Mifirefs  Page,  Mrs.  Ford,  and  Dr.  Caiv'. 

Mrs.  Page.  Mailer  dodor,  my  daughter  is  in  green  : 
when  you  fee  your  time,  take  her  bjr  the  hand,  away  with 
her  to  the  deanery,  and  difpatch  it  quickly  :  Go  be&re 
into  the  park ;  we  two  miift  go  together. 

Caius.  I  know  vat  I  have  to  do  ;  Adieu. 

Mrs.  Page.  Fare  you  well,  fir.     [ExitChivs.']    My 

%  ~^mj  daughter.]  The  word  da&ibter  was  inadvertently  omitted  in 
tKe  ifft  rolio.    The  emendation  was  made  by  the  editor  of  the  fecond. 

Malonx. 

i  —  a  mrjr-vor Jy— 1  i.  e.  a  watch-word.  Mrs.  Qatckly  hat  already 
vfed  it  in  this  fenfe.     Sttxxtxns. 

4  No  man  meant  evU  but  tbf  devH,"]  Ii^  the  ancient  interiudct  nai 
moralities,  the  bangs  of  fupreme  power,  excellence,  or  depravity,  are 
oocafionally  ftyled  mtn.  So,  in  Mitch  Ad»  about  Notbhj,  Dogberry 
fays,  "  God*s  a  good  man.'**  Again,  in  yerotimu,  or  tbt  firfi  Part  of 
ebe  SfamHb  traredj,  1605  t 

^  Yoo*fe&cuLft  MM  I  thought  00,  faTc  the  ievU.'^  SrixTXirt. 

U  4  hulbani 


*  Mae  aa^m^  ttam  m  ^rot 
JUk:.  fmd.  Wjior  B  Xn  aov,  aad  ker  traop  of  fii. 

J^.  A^  "ner  sc  an  ooack'd  ia  m  pit  knd  hf 
H^ne'ioiJcS  visa obfencd ligan  ;  «lu^  at  tketerf 
Hffv  flf  Fu2af*s  aad  ov  aerdsg,  tibcj  will  at  oocc 
£jMj  »caeu{^ 

Jki;r..  /-«r/.  Taat  caaaocckoaiebat  aiuxe  liim. 

Mri .  Pd^f,  If  fte  be  ttx  aaozcd,  Ik  wOl  be  nnck'd  s  if 
be  be  aiaTrd,  be  will  ercnr  way  be  modc'd. 

ilr/.  /fr/.  Well  besmbiai  fiady. 

Hir;.  Pj/r.  Agaiaft  Ibcakwdfters*  ai|d  tbeir  lecbery, 
Tbofe  that  betrajr  thea  do  no  trea^err. 

Mrj.  fwrd,  Tbe  boor  draws  oa;  To  tbe  oak,  to  tke 
oik !  \Exew. 

S  C  E  N  E    IV. 

Windftr  Fork. 

Enter  Sir  Hagh  E  v  a  k  s ,  amJ  Fairies. 

Evans,  Trib,  trib,  fairies ;    come ;    and  remember 

yoar  fnrts :  be  pold,  I  pray  you  ;  fi>llow  me  into  the  pit ; 

and  when  I  give  the  watch-'ords^  do  as  I  pid  jaa  ;  Come^ 

come  ;  trib,  trib.  lExtnat. 

SCENE    V. 

Jlnotlnr  part  of  tbe  Park. 
Enter  Falstaff  difguis*d^  nuith  a  buck's  heeut tn. 
pal.  The  Windfor  bell  ^ath  ftni^  twelve ;  the  : 


5  —  and  the  Wdch  devil^  Hugh  ?]  SoafterwaKla  :  "  Well  faid^/dry 
Huib.'*  The  old  copy  read*— ^nd  the  Welch  devil  Heme,  Theobald 
^w  the  errofy  and  fubftituted  Evans,    Malone. 

I  fuppofe  only  the  letter  H»  was  fet  down  in  0ie  Mf  $  and  thtrtSont 
Instead  of  Hugh  (which  fecms  tQ  be  the  true  reading, }  the  editors  Aib- 
ftituted  llernt,    Steivins. 

*  —  IN  «  pit  hard  by  Hernc'i  oak,]  An  mI,  whkh  may  be  that  allude^ 
tp  by  Shakfpeare,  ii  ftill  Aanding  clofe  to  a  pit  in  Windfor  Foreft*  Ic 
i«  yet  Acwo  aa  the  mA  ofliernt*    Stxsvsni* 

drawl 
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draws  on  :  Now,  the  hot-blooded  gods  affift  me  ! — ^Re- 
member,  Jove,  thou  waft  a  bull  for  thy  Europa  ;  love  fet 
on  thy  horns. — O  powerful  love  1  that,  in  fdme  reipeds^ 
makes  a  beaft  a  man ;  in  fome  other,  a  man  a  beaft.rr- 
You  were  alfo,  Jupiter,  a  fwan,  for  the  love  of  Leda  ;-t 

0  omnipotent  love  !   how  near  the  god  drew  to  the  com- 

flexion  of  a  goofe  ? — A  fault  done  firft  in  the  form  of  a 
eaft  ;-— O  Jove,  a  beailhr  fault !  and  then  another  fault 
in  the  femblance  of  a  fowl ;  think  on't,  Jove ;  a  foul 
fa^lt.- — When  gods  have  hot  backs,  what  fhall  poor  men 
do^  ?  For  me,  I  am  here  a  Windfor  ftag ;  and  the  fatteft, 

1  think,  i*  the  foreft  :  Send  me  a  cool  rut-time,  Jove,  or 
who  can  blame  me  to  pifs  my  tallow  •  ?  Who  comes  here? 
my  doe  ? 

EnUr  Miftrefs  FoRp  and  Mtfirefs  Pagb. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Sir  John  ?  art  thou  there,  my  deer  ?  my 
male  deer  ? 

FaU  My  doc  with  the  black  fcut  P-r^Let  the  iky  rain 
potatoes ;  let  it  thunder  to  the  tune  of  Green  Sleeves  ; 
tiail  kiifing-comiits,  and  fnow  eringoes  ;  let  there  come  a 
tempeft  otprovocation ',  I  will  (helter  me  here. 

[embracing  her* 
Mrs. 

7  Hlfett  gods  have  tot  haektf  what  ftaU  poor  men  do  f  ]  Shakfpeare 
|iad  perhaps  in  his  thoughts  the  argomeot  which  Cherea  employed  in  a 
fimilar  fltuation.     Tza.  Emi.  A€t  III:  fc.  v  : 

«  ■  Quia  confimilem  luferat 

**  Jam  olim  ille  ludum,  impendio  magis  animus  gaudebat  mihl 

<<  Deum  fefe  in  hominem  convertifle,  atque  pet  alienas  tegulaa 

<<  VeniiTe  clanculum  per  impluvjum,  fucum  fadum  mulieri. 

*'  At  quem  deum  ?  qui  templa  cceli  fumma  foni^n  concudt. 

«  Ego  btmuncio  hoc  non  facerem  f  Ego  vero  iUud  ita  feci,  ac  Ijibens.** 

▲  tranfladon  of  Terence  was  publiflied  in  X598.    Malonx. 

^  Sind  me  a  cool  rut'time,  Jo^e  \  or  tvho  can  bUme  mt  to  pifs  mj 
tallow?]  This,  I  find,  is  technical.  In  Tnhtrniit**  Booke  of  Huut^ 
iKgi  1575  :  <*  During  the  dme  of  their  rut,  the  harts  live  with  fmall 
ruftenance.— The  red  mufhroome  helpeth  well  to  make  them  pyji  their 
greacop  they  are  then  in  To  vehement  heate,  &c.**     Fa  imkb. 

In  Ray*s  CoUe&ion  of  Proverbi^  the  phrafe  it  yet  further  explained  t 
<*  He  bat  fifi'd  bis  tallow.  This  is  fpoken  of  bucks  who  grow  leaa 
after  rutting- time,  and  may  be  applied  to  men.**    Stz  evens. 

9  Let  tbe/ky  rain  potatoes  \^^all  kifling  comfits,  aad  Jnuw  eringoa  } 
let  tbert  come  attmpojl  offrovoeaiiettt'^}  Fotatoeti  when  they  were  firft 

introduced 
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Mirs.  fwd.  Ifiircfi  P^  is  caw  wiik  ne,  Iwcei. 
kcan. 

^«/.  Dhide  Be  like  aliribe-lMckS  cadi  a  knack:  I 
win  keep  ar  fides  «>  ayfelf^  ■/  iboaUers  fer  the  USkm 
of  dbbwaJkS  aad  onr  konu  I  bcqoeath  y€«r  baibaadf. 
Aalawoodaua'?  ka!  Speak  I  like  Heme  d^kaaterf 
Wkjr,  Doar  u  Capid  a  ckild  ofcoofciencc ;  ke  aukes  re- 
flitKioB.   As  lamataK^irit^wdoMae!  \Kmft^Hkm* 

Mrs,  Fane.  Alas !  wkat  aoiie? 

Mr$.  F9rd.  Heafen  Ibr^TC  oar  fins ! 

jr^.  WhatfliaUtkisbe? 

l£^:£j^:     J  Away,  away.  [Tb^rMM^. 

Fal.  I  thiidc  tke  deril  wiD  not  kare  me  damn'd,  kft 
the  oil  tkat  b  in  aie  flioald  let  kril  on  fire  ;  ke  aroeld 
aerer  die  crais  aw  tkas« 

ifitrodoced  ioco  Eo^iaJy  were  fsfpofed  to  Ve  ftrong  prorocidvet.    Set 

Mr.  ColJun*t  note  oa  a  paiTage  in  Troths  and  Crefiim^  A6t.  V.  ic.  u. 
KtJJini-cinnptt  werefufar  plums,  perfumed  to  make  the  breath  fwect. 

Holinibed  informs  ut,  that  in  the  year  1583,  for  the  entertunment  of 
prince  Aiafco  was  performed  «  a  verie  ftatelie  tragedie  named  Diii^ 
wherein  the  queen's  banket  (with  iCneas*  narration  of  the  deftmAios 
of  Troie,)  was  livelie  defcribed  in  a  marchpaine  patteme,— -f^r  trnftf^ 
Vf herein  it  baiUd  fmalt  cciife3$t  rained  r»fe-^vatery  and  fmevt  am  mrtyind 
kimd  of fncmf  yzW  ftrange^marveUous^and  abundant.**  On  this  circumftaoce 
very  probably  Shakfpeare  was  thinking,  when  he  put  the  words  quoted 
above  into  the  mouth  of  Falfl-aff.     Steivens. 

I  -.  like  a  brib*d  buck,]  Thus  ail  the  old  copies,  miftakingly :  it 
muil  be  hrihe-hnek  ;  i.  e.  a  bock  fent  iot  •  bribe.  Theobald. 
^  %  »^fity  (boulders  to  the  fellow  of  this  walk,]  A  tvslk  is  that  difbid 
in  a  foreft,  to  which  the  jurifdifHon  of  a  particular  keeper  extends.  So, 
in  Lodge*s  i?9/tf^ff^r,  I59z:  <*  Tell  me^  forefter*  imder  whom  main- 
taincft  thou  thy  valkt  f"    Malone. 

To  the  keeper  the  jbouUert  and  bumblet  belong  as  a  perqnifite.  Grey* 

So  in  Holin/hed,  15S6,  Vol.1,  p.  20&:  **  The  keeper  by  a  coftom 
»-hath  the  (kin,  head,  umbleiy  chine,  tind /boulders.**     STEEVENt. 

3  j4m  J  a  woodman  ?]  A  woodman  in  its  original  fignification  meant 
Sn  archer;  but  in  our  author's  time  it  was  fometimes  ufed  in  a  wanton 
fenfe.  So  Lucio  fays  of  the  Duke,  in  Meafiirefor  Meajure^  **  He*s  • 
better  woodman  than  thou  takeft  him  for,**  It  feemi  in  the  paflkge 
before  us  to  have  both  feofes.    Malons* 

MMtgf 
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Enter  Sir  HughEv Aft s,  like  a/atyr;  Mrs. Quickly,  and 
Pistol;  AvKE?AGEy  as  the  Fairy  ^een,  attended  by 
her  brother  and  others^  dreffed  like  fairies ,  ijoitb  nvaxiii 
tapers  on  their  heads  ♦. 
^uick.  Fairies,  black,  grey,  green,  and  white. 

You  moon-lhine  revellers,  and  fhades  of  night. 

You  orphan -heirs  of  fixed  deftiny ', 

Attend  your  office,  and  your  quality  ••— 

Crier  Hobgoblin,  make  the  fairy  o-yes. 
Fiji.  Elves,  lift  your  names ;  filence,  you  airy  toys  •. 

Cricket, 

4  This  ftage-diredlon  I  have  formed  on  that  of  the  old  quarto,  cor- 
rcAed  by  fuch  circumftances  as  the  poet  introduced  when  he  new-mo- 
deled his  play.  In  the  folio  there  is  no  dire£Hon  whatfoever.  Mrf» 
Quickly  and  Piftol  feem  to  have  been  but  ill  fuited  to  the  delivery  of  the 
fpeechcs  here  attributed  to  them  ;  nor  are  either  of  thofe  perfonaget 
named  by  Ford  in  a  former  fcene,  where  the  intended  plot  againft 
FalftafF  is  mentioned.  It  is  highly  probable,  (as  a  modern  editor 
has  obferved,)  that  the  performer  who  had  reprefented  Piftol,  was  after* 
wards,  from  neceflity,  em'^Ioyed  among  the  fairies  ;  and  that  his  name 
thus  crept  into  the  copies.-  He  here  reprefents  Pucky  a  part  which  in 
the  old  qihrto  is  given  to  Sir  Hugh.  The  introdudionof  Mr8.Quickly» 
however,  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  the  fame  manner  \  for  in  tEe  Aril 
ficetch  in  quarto,  Ihe  is  particularly  defcribed  as  theSlueen  of  tbt  Fairies ; 
a  part  which  oar  author  afterwards  allotted  to  Anne  Page.    Malovz, 

5  Tou  orphan-A^ir*  of  fixed  defiifiyy"]  Dr.  Warburton  corrects  orphan 
to  oupben  j  and  not  without  plaufibillty,  as  the  word  oupbes  occurs  both 
before  and  afterwards*  But,  I  fancy,  in  acqulefcence  to  the  vulgar 
doctrine,  the  addrefs  in  this  line  is  to  a  part  ot  the  trocp,  as  mortals  by 
birth,  but  adopted  by  the  fairies  :  orphans  in  refpeCl  of  their  real  parents, 
and  now  only  dependent  on  deftiny  herfelf.  A  few  lines  from  Spenfer, 
B.  ill.  C.  3.  ft.  26.  edit.  1590,  will  fufficiently  illuftrate  this  palTage  : 

**  The  man  whom  heavens  have  or  day  nd  to  bee 

«  The  fpoufe  of  Britomart,  is  jirtbegall* 
•*  He  wonncth  in  the  land  of  Tayerety 

<*  Yet  is  no  ¥ary  borne,  ne  hb  at  all 
**  To  elfes,  but  fprong  of  feed  terreftriall, 

*•  And  whilome  by  falfc  Fairies  ftolen  away, 
•*  Whiles  yet  in  infant  cradle  he  did  crali,  &c."     Fakmer. 
Dr.Wai burton  objects  to  their  being  beirs  to  Deftiny,  who  was  ftill  In 
being.     But  Shakfpcare,  I  believe,  ufcs  heirs,  with  his  ufual  laxity,  for 
children.     So,  to  inherit  is  ufed  in  the  fenfc  of  to  pojftfs.     Ma  lone. 

•  '— and yovr  QWiWty ."]  See  p.  16,  n.  3.  and  p.  i6z,  n.6.    Malonz. 

*  Crier  Hobgoblin y  make  the  fairy  o-yes, 

Elvesy  lift  your  names ;  filtnceyyou  airy  feyi  J  Thefe  two  lines  were 
certainly  intended  to  rhime  together,  as  the  preceding  and  fubfequent 

coupleta 


500  MERRY    WIVES 

Criciit,  to  Windibr  chimneys  ihalt  thoa  leap  : 
Where  fires  thou  find'ft  unrzWd,  and  heartns  onlwepe. 
There  oinch  the  maids  as  blue  as  bilberry  7  : 
Our  radiant  queen  hates  iluts,  and  fluttery. 

Fal. They  are  £uries ;  he,  that  fpeaks  to  them,  (hall  die : 
1*11  wink  and  couch ;  No  man  their  works  muft  eve. 

[Liis  do*wn  upon  oit  faett 

£<9Ai/ .Where's  Pedtf  Go^ou,  and  where  you  findamiui^ 
That,  ere  Aie  fleep»  has  thrice  her  prayers  faid, 
Raife  up  the  organs  of  her  fantaiy. 
Sleep  me  as  found  as  carelefs  infancy  ; 
But  thofe,  as  fleep,  and  think  not  on  their  fins. 
Pinch  them,  arms, legs, backs, (boulders,  fides,  and  (bins** 

^icky  About,  about; 
Search  Windfor  caftle,  elves,  within  and  out : 
Strew  good  luck,  ouphes,  on  every  facred  room  *  ; 
That  it  may  ftand  till  the  perpetual  doom, 

couplets  do :  and  accordingly,  lo  the  old  editions,  the  final  words  of  eacll 
line  arr  printed,  eyes  and  tcyes.  This  therefore  is  a  ftriking  inftanceof 
the  inconvenience  which  has  arlfen  from  modernixing  the  orthographj 
ofShakfpcarc.     Tyrwhitt. 

7  — tfi  bilberry  :]  The  bilberry  is  the  'wbortleberrj.     Fairies  were 
alw:\ys  fuppofed  to  have  a  flrong  .iverlion  to  fluttery.     Thus,  in  the  oli 
fong  of  Robin  Coed  Fello-w.     See  Dr.  Percy's  Re/ifua,  Scc»  Vol.  Ill : 
«*  When  houfe  or  hearth  doth  Hutlifli  lye, 

"  I  pinch  the  maidens  bl.-ick  and  blue,  Scc^*     Stbetkhs* 
^  '^Goyouy  and  %L'bereyouJindamaidf 

Tlatf  ere  fie  fleep,  bath  thrice  her  prayers  faidy 
Raije  up  the  organs  of  te"  fantafy. 
Sleep  Jhe  as  found  as  carelefs  infancy  ; 
But  thofcy  as  Jlfepi  and  think  not  on  their  fins f 
Pinch  them,  arms,  legs,  backsffboulders,  fides,  andjbisss*'}    i.  e< 
Go  you,  and  wherever  you  find  a  maid  afleep,  that  hath  thrice  prayed 
to  the  deity,  though,  in  confequence,  of  her  innocence  Aie  fleep  as  foundly 
as  an  infant,  eltvatc  her  fancy,  and  amufe  her  tranquil  mind  wich  fome 
delightful  viHon  ;  but  thofe  whom  you  find  afleep,  without  having  pre- 
vioufly  thought  on  their  fins,  and   prayed  to  heaven  for  forgiTcneis, 
pinch  &c.  It  fliould  be  remembered,  that  thofe  perfons  who  fleep  very 
ibundly,  feldom  dream.     Hence  the  injun£lion  <*  to  raife  up  the  organs 
of  her  fantafy,"  «  Sleep  fhe  &c."  i.  e.  though  fhc  fleep  as  found  &c. 

Dr.  Warburton,  who  appears  to  me  to  have  totally  mifunderflood  this 
pafTage,  reads — Rein  up  &c.  in  which  he  has  been  followed,  in  my 
opinion  too  haftily,  by  the  fubfequent  editors.     Malonk. 

•  —  on  e^ery  facred  room ;]  See  Chaucer*8  Cant%  Tales,  ▼•  34S1, 
edit.  Tyrwhitt.  **  On  foure  halves  of  the  housaboute>**&c,  Maloni* 

In 
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In  ft^te  as  wholefome  ',  as  in  flate  'tis  fit ; 
Worthy  the  owner,  and  the  owner  it. 
The  fcveral  chairs  of  order  look  you  fcour 
With  juice  of  balm,  and  every  precious  flower* : 
Each  fair  inftalment  coat,  and  feverai  crefl. 
With  loyal  blazon,  evermore  be  bleft  !  * 
And  nightly,  meadow-fairies,  look,  ^ou  fing. 
Like  to  the  Garter's  compafs,  in  a  nng : 
The  expreflurc  that  it  bears,  green  let  it  be. 
More  fertile..fre(h  than  all  the  field  to  fee  ; 
And,  Honi  Soit  ^i  Mai  y  Penfe,  write. 
In  emerald  tufts,  flowers  purple,  blue,  and  white  ; 
Like  faphire,  pearl,  and  rich  embroidery,  1 

fiuckled  below  fair  knight-hood's  bending  knee  :      > 
Fairies  ufe  flowers  for  their  charadery  *•  j 

Away ;  difperfe  :  But,  till  'tis  one  o'clock. 
Our  dance  of  cuflom,  round  about  the  oak 
Of  Heme  the  hunter,  let  us  not  forget. 
£<vans.  Pray  you,  lock  hand  in  hand ;  yourfelves  in 
order  fct : 
And  twenty  glow-worms  (hall  our  lanthoms  be. 
To  guide  our  meafure  round  about  the  tree. 
But,  ihiy  ;  I  fmell  a  man  of  middle  earth  ^. 

9  —  tfi  wbolefomtf]  Wholejom  here  figiufies  inttger.    He  wi/hes  the 
caftle  may  ftand  in  its  prefent  ftate  of  peifeftion.     War  b  u b  ton . 
*  Tbejeviral  chairs  of  order  look  you  fcour 
H^itb  juice  of  hahuf  &c.]  It  was  an  article  of  cor  ancient  Inzury, 
to  rub  tablet,  &c.  with  aromatick  herbs.  Pliny  informs  us,  that  the  Ro- 
anans  did  the  fame,  to  drive  away  evil  fpirits.    Stbbvbns. 

1  .^  for  tbtir  charadery.]  For  the  matter  with  which  they  make 
letters.    Johnson. 

3  of  middle  earth. "X  Spirits  are  fuppofed  to  inhabit  the  ethereal  reg!-> 
ons,  and  fairies  to  dwell  under  ground ;  men  therefore  are  in  a  middle 
fiatjon.    Johnson. 

So,  in  the  ancient  metrical  romance  of  Syr  Guy  of  ff^graUkf  hi.  !• 
bo  date : 

<<  Thou  mayft  them  flea  with  dint  of  fwearde, 
«  And  win  the  fayreft  mayde  of  middle  erde.** 
Again,  in  Gower,  De  Coufejftone  Amantis^  foL  a6  x 
«  Adam,  for  pride,  loft  his  price 
**  iQmyddtlltrth***    Stkb villi. 

Fah 
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Ftl.  HezTcss  flcfeail  oe  from  &at Wddi  ftiiy!  let 
k  mii£f?ra  »e  to  m  piece  of  diecfe ! 
A;^f  .Vile  vormpmom  vat  o'cr-lookM erea  ib  dijbifth^ 
^ 'i.  Wiik  trial-ire  tocck  bc  ids  inger-cnd : 
IfikcbecJair,  t^  iaoK  «iU  backddcnd, 
Ax^  tan  V.m  to  tio  pais  ;  bat  if  he  Ibut, 
It  if  the  £efh  of  a  complied  heart, 
^r/.  A  trial,  come. 
E'smmM.  Coflie,  will  tlii  i»ood  take  fire  ? 

[Tlrf  A«r«  Anv  WfVi^  thtir  tMm. 
Tal.  Oh,  oh,  oh  ! 

^ick.  Cormpt,  cornzpt,  and  tainted  in  defire ! 
AfaoGt  him,  fairies ;  fin^  a  fbornfal  rhime  : 
Axui,  as  joo  trip,  ftiU  pinch  him  to  your  time. 
Sox  c  •      Fie  OK  Jhtfiil phAwiafy  ! 
Fii  •m  Imft  mnd  Imxurj  •  / 
Lufi  is  but  a  hhody  frt^y 
Kmdlid  nvitb  ur.chajte  defire^ 
Fed  in  heart ;  *vjho/e  flames  a/fire. 
As  thoughts  do  blo^  them,  higher  and  higher. 
Pinch  him,  fairies,  mutually  ; 
Pinch  him  for  his  villainy  ; 

4  Vile  wcrmt  tbnt  %vaj}  c'er-leeVd  even  in  tby  h'trtb.l  The  old  cop? 
reidf— «i/^.  That  K'ild,  which  To  often  occurs  in  thefe  plays,  was  boc 
an  error  of  the  prefs,  but  the  old  fpelJing  and  the  pronuodatioa  of 
the  time,  appears  from  thefe  lines  of  Heywoodyia  his  Pi^tf/tf«rDM&Ma 
and  Dramas,  1637: 

"  Earth.  What  goddefs,or  how/jr</f 

**  Ac«,  j4£e  am  I  calPd. 

«'  Earth.  Hence,  falfe  virago  v/W /'• 
However,  as  the  fpcIUng  of  the  original  copy  of  our  aothor*s  plays  has 
not  been  adhered  to  in  the  modern  editions,  there  is  no  reafon  why  this 
In  particular  fliould  bc  preferved.    In  a  paflage  in  the  Tempefl^  I  haic 
Inadvertently  retained  the  old  fpelling  of  this  word.     Malonk. 

5  —  and  luxury  !]  Luxury  is  here  ufcd  for  incontinence.  So,  m  K. 
Ltar:  "  To't/uxury,  pell-mell,  for  I  lack  foldicrs."     Stssvkks. 

0  Luft  is  hut  a  bloody  fin,]  A  6Uody  fre,  means  afre  in  sbehheL 
In  K.  Henry  IV.  P.  H.  Aft  IV.  the  faoie  expreflion  occurs  x 

«  Led  on  by  bloody  youth,"  &c, 
S.  e.  fanguine  youth.     Stzbvzns. 
So  alfo,  in  tb*  Ttmpeft  t 

««  —  the  ftrongeft  oaths  are  ftraw 
**  To  tbeJSrtrthebloHl.''    Masoni. 

Pi'nth 
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Finch  himf  and  bum  him,  and  turn  him  aiont. 
Till  candles,  and  ftar-Ugbt,  and  moon'/hine  be  out. 

During  this  fong,  the  fairies  pinch  FalftaiF^.  DoSor  Caius 
comes  oneway,  ana  fteals  aivay  a  fairy  in  green ;  Slender 
another  nvay,  and  takes  off  a  fairy  in  white  ;  tf«</Fenton 
comes,  and  fteals  a*way  Mrs.  Anne  Page.  J  noife  of 
hunting  is  made  lA/ithin,  All  the  fairies  run  away. 
FMzff  fulls  off  his  buck's  head,  and  rifes. 

Enter  Pace,  Ford^  Mrs.  Page,  and  Mrs.  Ford.  Thej 
lay  hold  on  him. 

Page.  Nay,  do  not  fly :  I  think,  we  have  watch'd  yom 
now; 
Will  none  but  Heme  the  hunter  fcrve  your  turn  ? 

Mrs.   Page.  I  pray  you,  come;  hold  up  the  jeft  no 
higher : — 
Now,  good  fir  John,  how  like  you  Windfor  wives  ? 
See  you  thefe,  hufband  ?  do  not  thefe  fair  yokes 
fiecome  the  forcft  better  than  the  town  •? 

Ford.  Now,  fir,  who's  a  cuckold  now  ?— Maftcr  Brook, 
FalftaiPs  a  knave,  a  cuckoldly  knave ;  here  are  his  horns, 
maHer  Brook :  And,  niafler  Brook,  he  hath  enjoyed  no- 
thing of  Ford's  but  his  buck-ba(ket,  his  cudgel,  and 
twenty  pounds  of  money ;  which  muft  be  paid  to  mailer 
Brook  ^  ;  his  horfes  arc  arretted  for  it,  matter  Brook. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Sir  John,  we  have  had  ill  luck ;  we  could 

7  .^  the  fairies  pinch  Falftaf,]  So,  in  Lilly^i  Endymm,  1591 : 
^  The  fairies  dance,  and  with  a  ibng  pinch  him.'*     Stisvbms. 

*  See  you  tbeje,  bujhaudf  do  not  thefe  fair  yokes 
Become  tbt  for efi  better  than  the  town  fl  Mrs.  Pagers  meaning  it 
thii.    Seeing  the  horns  (the  types  of  cuckholdom)  in  FalftafTs  hand, 
ihe  aiks  her  hufband,  whether  thofe  yokes  are  not  more  proper  in  the 
forefi  than  in  the  town  $  i.  e.  than  in  his  own  family.     Theobald* 

The  editor  of  the  fecond  folio  changed  yokes  to^^aks.    M  a  l  o n  b« 

9  —  ro  mafter  Brook  j]  We  ought  rather  to  read  with  the  old  quarto, 
•^«  which  mull  be  paid  to  mafter  Ford',**  for  as  Ford,  to  mortify  Fal- 
ftaff,  addrefles  him  throughout  this  fpeech  by  the  name  of  Brook,  the 
defcribing  himfelf  by  the  (ame  name  creates  a  confufion.  A  modern 
editor  plaufibly  enough  read»— «  which  mufl  be  paid  too,  Mafter  Brook  j** 
but  the  firft  /ketch  ftiews  that  to  is  riEht ;  for  the  fcntence,  at  it  ftands 
tn  the  quarto,  will  not  admit  to9»    Malonz* 

4  never 


504  MERRY    WIVS9 

sever  meet.    I  will  never  take  yoa  for  tdj  love  agaia» 
bat  I  will  always  count  yoa  my  deer. 

Fal.  I  do  begin  (o  perceive,  tbat  I  am  made  an  afi. 
Fordn  Aj,  and  an  ox  too ;  both  the  pnoh  are  extant. 
Fa/.  And  thefe  are  not  fidries  ?  I  was  three  or  four 
times  in  the  thought,  they  were  not  fairies:  and  yet 
the  gniltinefs  of  my  mind,  the  fndden  forprize  of  my 
powers,  drove  the  grofihels  of  the  foppery  into  a  re- 
ceiv'd  belief,  in  defpight  of  the  teeth  of  all  ihime  and 
reaibn,  that  they  were  fairies.  See  now,  how  wit  may  be 
made  a  Jack-a-lent ',  when  *tis  upon  ill  employment ! 

EvMMs.  Sir  John  FalftalF,  ferve  Got,  and  leave  yoer 
defires,  and  fairies  will  not  pinfe  yoa. 
FcrJ.  WeU  faid,  fairy  Hogh. 
£*vj/ij.  And  leave  your  jealoufies  too,  I  pray  yoa. 
fori/.  I  will  never  miftruft  my  wife  again,  till  thou  art 
able  to  woo  her  in  good  Engli/h. 

Fa/,  Have  I  ]ay*d  my  brain  in  the  fun,  and  dried  it, 
that  it  wants  matter  to  prevent  fo  grofs  o'er  •reaching 
as  this  ?  Am  I  :: Jdcn  with  a  Welch  goat  too  ?  Shall  I 
have  a  coxcomb  of  frize  *  ?  'tis  time  I  were  choak'd  vnxJk 
a  piece  of  toaded  cheefe. 

E*vans.  Seefe  is  not  good  to  gi\'e  putter ;  your  pelly 
is  all  putter. 

Fal,  Seefe  and  putter  I  Have  I  lived  to  ftand  at  the 

taunt  of  one  that  makes  fritters  of  Englifh  ?  This  is  enough 

to  be  the  decay  of  luil  and  late-walking,  through  the  realm. 

Mrs.  Page.  Why,  fir  John,  do  you  think,  though  we 

would  have  thruft  virtue  out  of  our  hearts  by  the  head 

and  ihoulders,  and  have  given  ourfelves  without  fcrupleto 

hell,  that  ever  the  devil  could  have  made  you  our  debght } 

FcrJ.  What,  a  hodge-pudding  ?  a  bag  of  flax? 

Mrs.  Fa^f'  A  puff'd  man  ? 

Fagf.  Old,  cold,  withered,  and  of  intolerable  entrails? 
Ford.  And  one  that  is  as  ilanderous  as  Satan  ? 
Page.  And  as  poor  as  Job  ? 

1  —  bno  toit  may  ht  madia  Jack-a-!ent,]  See  p.  254,  n.  8.  Ma  Loif  I. 
B  ..  4  c:xcomh  cffrizt  f^  1.  e.  a  fool's  cap  made  ouc  of  Welch  ma- 
tftiali.    Walu was  UaoM tor thU cloth.    Stsxyxki. 

FCTm* 
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t^fi.  And  as  wicked  as  his  wife  ? 

Eijans.  And  given  to  fornications,  and  to  taverns,  and 
facky  and  wine,  and  metheglins,  and  to  drinkings,  and 
fwearings,  and  ftarings,  pribbles  and  prabbles.? 

Fal.  Well,  I  am  your  theme ;  you  have  the  (but  of 
me  ;  I  am  dejeded  ;  I  am  not  able  to  anfwer  the  Welch 
flanneP  $  ignorance  itfelf  is  a  plummet  o'erme-^ :  ttfe  me 
as  you  will. 

Ford^  Marry,  fir,  we'll  bring  you  to  windfor,  to  one 
mailer  Brook,  that  you  have  cozen'd  of  money,  to  whom 
you  fhould  have  been  a  pandar :  over  and  above  that 
vou  have  fuffered,  I  think,  to  repay  that  money  will  be  a 
biting  afRiflion. 

Mrs.  For  J.  Nay,  htifband',  let  that  ^oto  make  amends: 
Forgive  that  fum,  and  fo  we'll  all  be  friends. 

Ford.  Well,  here's  my  hand ;  all's  forgiven  at  laft. 

Page.  Yet  be  cheerful,  knight :  thou  (halt  eat  a  poiTeC 
to-night  at  my  houfe  ;  where  I  will  deiire  thee  to  laugh 

\  .^the  H^dcb  flannel ;]  The  Tery  word  it  derived  from  a  JFelcb 
•ne,  fo  that  it  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  add  that  fiamnd  was  originally 
the  manufaifture  of  Wales.        Stekvems. 

It  probably  might  malse  part  of  Sir  Hugh's  drefs.    E»  wae ds. 

4  Ignorance  itfelf  ii  dfluwimet  o^er  me  .*]  The  meaning  maybe,  I  am 
§a  enfeebled,  that  tpiorauctitfelfwtlgjtks  fie  down  and  opprefTet  roe. 

JOHNSOir* 

Perhaps  FalftaflTs  meaning  may  be  this  t  *'  Ignorance  itfelf  is  a  plon». 
met  o'er  me  :  i.  e.  above  me  ;**  ignorance  itfelf  is  not  lb  low  as  I  am,  by 
the  length  of  a^/««ri««r-/i/ye.    Tyiwhitt. 

Dr.  Johnfon,  for  pinmrnet,  propofes  to  read  flame ;  Dr.  Farmer  fuggeftt 
•^/anet.  The  latter  conjeoore  (fays  Mr.  steerens)  derives  fomefup* 
port  from  a  paflage  in  K^  Henry  VI.  where  Queen  Margaret  (ays,  that 
Suffolk's  face 

<<   —  mrd  like  a  wandVing  pUmt  over  me*** 

I  am  fatisfied  with  the  old  reading.     M alone. 

5  Mrs.  Ford.  Mry,  bvfiand,  &c.]  This  and  the  following  little 
fpeech  I  have  inferted  from  the  old  quartos.  The  retrenchment,  I  pre- 
fume,  was  by  the  players.  Sir  John  Falftaft*  is  fu6kieDtly  puniibed,  ia 
being  difappointed  and  ezpofed.  The  ezpe^tion  of  his  being  profe- 
cuted  for  the  twenty  pounds,  gives  the  cooclufion  too  tragical  a  turn. 
Befides,  it  U foetieal  jnRice  that  Ford  fhould  foflain  this  lofs,  as  a  fine 
for  his  unreafonable  jeaioufy.    Theobald, 

Vol.  I.  X  at 
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mt  my  wife*,  that  now  laoghs  at  thee  :  Tell  lier»  fnaflfer 
Slender  hath  married  her  daaghter. 

Mrs.  Page.  Dodors  doubt  that;  if  Anne  Page  be  ray 
daaghter,  ihe  is,  by  this,  dodor  Caius  wife.         ,  [Afidt. 

Enter  ShEnutK. 

Slem.  Whoo,  ho  !  ho!  father  Page! 

Page.  Son !  how  now  ?  how  now,  ion  ?  have  yon  dif- 
patch'd  ? 

Sleu.  Difpatch'd !  I'll  make  the  heft  in  Oloacefterihire 
know  on't ;  would  I  were  hang'd,  la,  elfe. 

Page.  Of  what,  fon  ? 


have  fwinffcd  me.  If  I  did  not  think  it  had  been  Anne 
Page,  would  I  might  never  ftir,  and  'tis  a  poft-mafter's  boy. 

Page.  Upon  my  life  then  you  took  the  wrong. 

Slen.  What  need  you  tell  me  that  ?  I  think  fo,  when  I 
took  a  boy  for  a  girl :  If  I  had  been  married  to  him, 
for  all  he  was  in  woman's  apparel,  I  would  not  have  had 
him. 

Page.  ^Why,  this  is  your  own  folly;  Did  not  I  tcU 
you,  how  you  fhould  know  my  daughter  by  her  gar- 
ments ? 

Sien,  I  went  to  her  in  white  ^,  and  cry'd,  miom,  and 
file  cry'd  budget y  as  Anne  and  I  had  appointed  ;  and  yet 
it  was  not  Anne,  but  a  pod-mailer's  boy. 

E*vans.  Jefhu !  Mailer  Slender,  cannot  yoa  fee  bat 
marry  boys  •  ? 

6  —  taugb  at  my  tuj/ir.]  The  two  plots  arc  excellently  conneAed,  ml 
the  tranfition  very  art/ully  made  ia  this  fpeech.  Johnson. 

7  —  in  white,]  The  old  copy,  by  the  inadvertence  of  either  the  au- 
thor or  tranfcriber,  reads.— in  green  ^  and  in  the  two  fobfequent  fpeechet 
of  Mrs.  Page,  inftead  of  green  we  find  white.  The  corre£tiont,  which 
are  fully  juftified  by  what  has  preceded,  (fee  p.  191,)  were  made  by 
Mr.  Pope.     M ALONE. 

a  .»  marry  hoys  f]  This  and  the  neit  fpeech  are  likewife  reftontHMU 
Irom  the  old  quarto.    Stixysks. 

Piigt. 
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Page.  O,  I  am  vcx'd  at  heart :  What  ihall  I  do  ? 

Mrs,  Page.  Good  George,  be  not  angry :  I  knew  of 
your  purpole  ;  turn'd  my  daughter  into  green ;  and,  in* 
deed,  (he  is  now  with  the  dodi^r  at  the  deanery,  and  there 
married. 

Enter  Caius. 

Caitts.  Verc  is  miftrefs  Paee  ?  By  gar,  I  am  cozened ; 
I  ha'  married  mn  gar^ony  a  poy ;  un  pai/an,  by  gar,  % 
boy  ;  it  is  not  Anne  Page  :  by  gar,  I  am  cozened. 

Mrs,  Page,  Why^  did  you  take  her  in  green  ? 

Caius,  Ay,  be  gar,  and  'tis  a  boy :  be  gar,  I'll  raife 
all  Windfor.  [Exit  Cm  vs. 

Ford,  Tkis  is  ftrange :  Who  hath  got  the  right  Anne  ? 

Page.   My  heart  mifgives  me:   Here  comes  mafier 
Fenton, 
Enter  Feu roii,  and  Auk e  Pace. 

How  now,  mafljer  Fentoji  ? 

jfnne.  Pardon,  goo4  father !  good  my  mother,  pardon  ! 

Page,  Now,  miftrefs?  how  diance  you  went  not  with 
mailer  Slender  ? 

Mrs.  Page.  Why  went  you  not   with  mafter  dodor, 
riiaid? 

Pent.  You  do  amaze  her ;  Hear  the  truth  of  it. 
You  would  have  married  her  moft  ihamefiilly. 
Where  there  was  no  proportion  held  in  love. 
The  truth  is.  She  and  I,  long  fince  contra^d> 
Are  now  fo  fure,  that  nothing  can  diilbhre  us. 
The  offence  is  holy,  that  (he  hath  committed : 
And  this  deceit  loles  the  name  of  craft* 
Of  difobedience,  or  anduteous  title  ; 
Since  therein  (he  doth  evitate  and  (hun 
A  thoufand  irreligious  curfed  hours. 
Which  forced  marriage  would  have  brought  upOn  her* 

Ford.  Stand  not  amaz'd :  here  is  no  remedy  >-- 
In  love,  the  heavens  themfelves  do  euide  the  ftatc ; 
Monev  buys  lands,  and  wives  are  fold  by  fate. 

Fai.  I  am  glad»  though  you  have  ta'en  a  (pecial  ((and. 
to  (bike  at  me^  that  your  arrow  hath  gUnced. 

X  2  Pag4. 
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Jl^.  F^.  We£l,  I 

FW.  Let  it  be  fe: — Sir  Join, 
T^BjfcrBRMk  JIM  jct  ftal  ]»U 
FarkcaM«ht,lkanii( 


[  lac witkaiticfi  Ford'.   [&aif. 

r^CK.  KA;  mkm  «^/— ]  !■  tk  i 
dby  aft  Me.  iSipr  •Wena.a  an  ififtnv 
dbc  os!t  iBBeiBe&:  af  v&kii  I  ftapcc  dK  **"*^— ^  ocean  sc  tUi  cndol 
tioBr.     WWa  Fcscoa  ari^p  in  kU  «t£By  tbere  n  tUt  tfZaWoe. 
M.n.  Fori.  C4m€,mz^xFMie,  tmifUUd'nkj^ 

*Jttfiy  tt  f.^t  l99€  tkMS  U  /»  /r»r. 

Ut%  Pagt.  r  A&e^  Aiii-mih  thsi  I  b^m  mxs'd  m  wkj  imumtw 
Tm  img  giMd  wKj  k*pMt/'t  msuh  u  cr%fg^d» 
mmmHrre  fett'tn^  tmht  btr.^m, 

£«a^.  dmct  mM§€r  Fsft^  ym  mmf  mttii  mmu 

ford,  r  fdkh^  Jr^  rear,  j^mjetjmr  vi/r  u/^^ftfsV. 

Pag?.  /  emnm  ttU^  mad  jtt  aty  ittart  u  esi'di 
jiadj€i  u  dtth  mt  ptd  tht  dsBtr  maji^d. 
Ctme  biiktr,  Ftalm,  Mad  tsmt  hkhity  daaghter^     JoBi*soK« 

'  '•^sli  ftrtt  •/  dter  art  cbai'dJ^  Young  and  old,  docs  as  «eQ  n 
Wcki.     He  ^odes  to  Feiitoii*t  havug  juft  rma  dama  Anne  Page. 

Maloke. 

*  J  wU  dance  &c.]  Xliis  fpeech  was  lefbred  from  the  firft  qaartobf 
Mr.  Pope  ;  Imic  inferted  improperly  be£xc  that  of  FalftafT,  whkh  feeai 
to  have  been  intended  ty  rfaiiine  with  the  prece41ng  line.     Ma  low  a. 

3  Of  this  play  there  it  a  tradition  preferred  bv  Mr*  Rowe,  that  it  was 
written  at  the  command  oi  queen  Elizabeth,  who  wai  fo  delighted  with 
the  charader  of  Falfta/T,  that  (he  wiihed  it  to  be  diffnfed  through  moR 
plart ;  but  fnfpeding  that  it  might  pall  by  continued  uniformity,  di- 
reaed  the  poet  to  diverfify  his  manner,  by  (hewing  him  in  love.  No 
ta/k  is  harder  than  that  of  writing  to  the  ideas  of  another.  Shakfpeait 
luiew  what  the  queen,  if  the  ftory  be  true,  feems  not  to  have  known, 
that  by  any  real  paflioo  iof  tendernefs,  the  felfiih  craft,  the  carelefs  jol^ 
lityi  and  the  laay  luxory  of  Falftaif  muil  have  fufopd  to  moch  ahati* 
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ment,  that  little  of  his  former  caft  would  hive  remained.  FalftafT could 
not  loTe>  but  by  ceafing  to  be  Falftaft*.  He  coul4  qp)y  counterfeit  love* 
and  his  profeBions  could  be  prompted,  not  by  the  hope  of  pleafure,  but 
of  money.  Thus  the  poet  approached  as  near  as  he  coulcf  to  the  work 
enjoined  him ;  yet  having  ptrhaps  in  the  former  plays  completed  his 
own  idea,  items  not  to  'have  been  able  to  give  Falftaff  all  hit  former 
power  of  entertainment. 

This  comedy  is  remarkable  for  the  variety  and  number  of  the  perfon- 
ages,  who  exhibit  more  charad^ers  appropriated  and  difcriminatedy  than 
perhaps  can  be  found  in  any  other  play. 

Whether  Shakfpeare  was  the  firft  that  produced  upon  the  Engliili 
ftage  the  tBit€t  of  language  diftorted  and  depraved  by  provincial  or  foreign 
pronunciation,  I  cannot  certainly  decide  *.  This  mode  of  forming  ri« 
diculous  characters  can  confer  praife  only  on  him,  who  originally  dif- 
covered  it,  for  it  requires  npt  much  of  either  wit  or  judgment  s  its  fuc» 
ccfs  muft  be  derived  almoft  wholly  from  the  player,  but  its  power  in  a 
ikilful  mouth,  even  he  that  defpifes  it,  is  unable  to  refift. 

The  condu^  of  this  drama  is  deficient ;  the  aftion  begini  and  ends 
often  before  the  conclulion,  and  the  different  parU  might  change  places 
without  inconvenience ;  but  its  general  power,  that  power  by  which  all 
works  of  genius  (hall  finally  be  tried,  is  fuch,  that  perhaps  it  never  yet  had 
reader  or  fpedator,  who  did  not  think  it  too  foon  at  an  end.     John lOir* 

The  ftory  of  The  two  Loven  of  Pif^y  from  which  (as  Dr.  Farmer 
has  obferved)  Fal<fafi*s  adventures  in  this  play  feem  to  have  been  taken^ 
is  thus  related  in  TarUton^s  Nnvet  out  of  PurgmtorU^  bL  let,  no  date* 
[Entered  in  the  Stationers^  Books,  June  16,  i|90.] 

«  In  Pifa,  a  famous  cittie  of  lulye,  there  bued  a  gentleman  of  good 
linage  and  iandes,  feared  as  well  for  his  wealth,  as  honoured  for  hit  ver- 
tue ;  but  indeed  weU  thought  on  for  both  :  yet  the  better  for  his  riches. 
This  gentleman  had  one  onelye  daughter  caJied  Margaret^  who  for  her 
beauty  was  liked  of  all,  and  defired  of  many  :  but  neither  might  their 
futes,  nor  her  owne  preuailc  about  her  fathers  refolution,  who  was  deter- 
myned  not  to  marrye  her,  but  to  fuch  a  man  as  ihould  be  able  in  aban« 
dance  to  maintain  the  excellency  of  her  beauty.  Diuers  young  gentlemen 
profiered  large  feoffments,  but  in  vaine  :  a  maide  ihee  muft  bee  ftill  t  till 
at  laft  an  oide  do^r  in  the  towne,  that  profeiTed  phificke,  became  a 
futor  to  her  \  who  was  a  welcome  man  to  her  father,  in  that  he  wu 
one  of  the  welthieft  men  in  all  Pifa.  A  tall  ftrippling  he  was,  and  a 
proper  youth,  his  age  about  fourefcore ;  his  head  as  white  as  milke, 
wherein  for  oflence  lake  there  was  left  neuer  a  tooth  :  but  it  is  no  mat- 

•  In  tue  7bret  Ladm  of  Landm^  i$S4,  is  tlie  charader  of  an  ttaliM  nerchant^ 
very  ftrongly  narked  by  foreign  proouAciaeion.  Dr.  Dod^PoO^  in  the  comedy 
which  bears  bis  name.  Is,  like  Caka^  a  French  phyfician.  Thia  piece  appeared  at 
lean  a  year  before  the  Mtrry  H^rva  ofWtndJ^,  The  hero  of  it  fpeska  fuch  another 
Jargon  as  the  antagonill  of  Sir  Hogli,  and  like  him  la  cheated  of  hla  miHrefa.  la 
feveral  other  pieces,  more  ancient  than  the  eailic^of  Shakfpeart%  pcovincJal  cha- 
naeraveinuoduccd.  STxtrxiis. 

teri 
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ttr  i  vhat  he  ivanted  In  pafon  he  had  in  the  pviie  $  which  die  potfiv 
gcndcwonuui  little  regarded,  wi&ing  rather  t«  tie  her  felf  to  one  that 
might  lit  her  content,  though  tfae^r  liued  mcanely,  then  to  him  with  all 
the  wealth  in  lulye.  Bat  ihee  was  yong  and  forcft  to  follow  her  fatbcrt 
dbedion,  who  vpon  large  couenanti  was  oontent  his  daughter  Aenld 
marry  with  the  dodor,  and  whether  ihe  like  him  or  no,  the  match  was 
nade  Tp,  and  in  (horttime  ihe  was  married.  The  poore  wench  was 
boond  to  the  ftake,  and  had  not  onely  an  old  impotent  man*  bvt  one 
that  was  lb  jealous,  as  none  might  enter  into  hishoule  widioutfufpicion, 
Bor  Ihe  doo  any  thing  without  blame :  the  Icaft  glance,  the  fmalkft 
co«ntenance,any  fmile,  was  a  manifeft  inftance  to  him,  that  Ihee  thought 
of  others  better  than  himfelfe;  thrs  he  himfelfe  liued  in  a  hell,  and  tor- 
mented his  wife  In  as  ill  perplezitie.  At  laft  it  chaunced,  that  a  young 
ftntlcman  of  the  citie  comming  by  her  houfe,  and  feeing  her  looke  Mt 
at  her  window,  noting  her  rare  and  excellent  proportion,  lell  in  lone  with 
her,  and  that  fo  extreamelye,  as  his  paffions  had  no  meant  till  her  ftuoar 
might  mittigate  his  heartficke  difcontent.  The  young  man  that  was 
%;norant  in  amorous  matters,  and  had  neoer  beene  wfei  to  courte  aaye 
gentlewoman,  thought  to  reueale  his  paffions  to  feme  one  frecnd,  that 
might  giue  him  counfaile  for  the  winning  of  her  lone  ;  and  thinking 
eatperience  was  the  fureft  maifier,  on  a  daye  feeing  the  olde  do^or  walk- 
ing in  the  churchc,  (that  was  Margarets  hufband,)  little  knowing  who 
he  was,  he  thought  this  the  fitted  man  to  whom  he  might  difcouer  hit 
paffions,  for  that  hee  was  olde  and  knewe  much,  and  was  a  phifidon  that 
with  his  dnigges  might  helpe  him  forward  in  his  purpofcs  :  fo  that  fee- 
ing the  old  man  walke  folitary,  he  ioindc  vnto  him,  and  af^er  a  curteoos 
fiilute,  tolde  him  he  was  to  impart  a  matter  of  great  import  vnto  him ; 
wherein  if  hee  would  not  onely  be  fecrete,  but  indeuour  to  pleafure  him, 
his  pains  fliould  bee  euery  way  to  the  fullconnUered.  You  mud  imagine, 
gentleman,  quoth  Mutio,  for  fo  was  the  dolors  name,  that  men  of  our 
profeffion  arc  no  blabs,  but  hold  their  fecrets  in  their  heart«^  bottomc  { 
and  therefore  reueale  what  you  pleafe,  it  (hall  not  onely  be  concealed, 
hut  cured  ;  if  either  my  art  or  counfaile  may  do  it.  Upon  this  Lionello, 
(fowas  the  young  gentleman  called)  told  and  difcourftvnto  him  from 
point  to  point  how  he  was  falne  in  loue  with  a  gentlewoman  that  was 
maried  to  one  of  his  profeffion;  difcouered  her  dwelling  »ndthe  houfe; 
and  for  that  he  was  vnacquainted  with  the  woman,  and  a  man  little  ex* 
perienced  in  loue  matters,  he  required  his  fauour  to  further  him  with  his 
aduife.  Mutio  at  this  motion  was  ihing  to  the  hart,  knowing  it  was 
his  wife  hee  was  fallen  in  loue  withal :  yet  to  conceale  the  matter,  and 
to  experience  his  wiue's  chafticy,  and  that  if  (he  plaidc  falfe,  he  might 
bereuengdeon  them  both,  hediflembled  the  matter,  and  anfwercd,  that 
he  knewe  the  woman  very  well,  and  commended  her  highly  ;  but  iaide, 
Ihe  had  a  churle  to  her  hulband,  and  therefore  he  thought  ihee  would  bee 
the  more  traA«b]e  :  trie  her  man,  quoth  hee ;  fainte  hart  neuer  woonne 
fair  lady  ;  and  if  (hee  will  iA>t  be  brought  to  the  bent  of  your  bowe,  I 
will  provide  fuch  a  potion  as  ihall  difpatch  all  to  your  owne  content  j  and 

to 
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to  giae  you  further  mftruftions  for  opportunities  knowe  that  herhuiband 
is  ^rth  euery  afternoone  from  three  till  iixe.  Thus  farre  I  have  ad- 
uifed  you,  becaufe  Ipitty  your  paifions  as  my  felfe  being  once  a  louec  : 
but  now  I  cbarge  thee,  reueale  it  to  none  whomfoeuer,  leaft  it  doo  dif- 
parage  my  credit,  to  meddle  in  amorous  matters.  The  young  gentle- 
man not  onely  proaifed  all  carefull  fecrccy,  but  gaue  hin)  harty  thanks 
for  his  good  counfell,  promiHng  to  meete  him  there  the  next  day,  and 
tell  him  what  newes.  Then  hee  left  the  old  man,  who  was  almoftmad 
for  feare  kis  wife  any  way  fliould  play  falfe.  He  faw  by  experience^ 
braue  men  came  to  befiege  the  caiUe,  and  feeing  it  was  in  a  womans 
cuftodie,  and  had  fo  weake  a  gouernor  as  himfelfe,  he  doubted  it  would 
in  time  be  deliuered  up  :  which  feare  made  him  almoil  franticke,  yet  he 
driude  of  the  time  in  great  torment,  till  he  might  heare  from  his  riual* 
Lioneilo,  he  haftes  him  home,  and  futes  him  in  his  brauerye,  and  goes 
downe  towards  the  houfc  of  Mutjo,  where  he  fees  her  at  her  windowe^ 
whom  he  courted  with  a  pafTionate  looke,  with  fuch  an  humble  falute, 
as  (hee  might  perceiue  how  the  gentleman  was  afte^ionate.  Margaretta 
looking  earnefUye  upon  him,  and  noting  the  perfection  of  his  proportion^ 
accounted  him  in  her  eye  the  flower  of  all  Pifa ;  thinkte  her  felfe  for- 
tunate if  (he  might  haue  him  for  her  freend,  to  fupply  thofe  defaultes  that 
{he  found  in  Mutio*  Sundry  times  that  afternoone  he  paft  by  her  win-- 
dow,  and  he  caft  not  vp  more  louing  lookes,  then  he  receiued  gradouft 
fauours  :  which  did  fo  incourage  him,  that  the  next  daye  betweene  three 
and  fixe  hee  went  to  her  houfe,  and  knocking  at  the  doore,  defired  to 
fpeake  with  the  miftris  of  the  houfe,  who  hearing  by  her  maids  defcrip* 
tion  what  he  was,  commaunded  him  to  come  in,  where  ihe  interteined 
him  with  all  curtefie. 

**  The  youth  that  neuer  before  had  giuen  the  attempt  to  couet  a  la- 
dye,  began  his  exordium  with  a  bluihe  ;  and  yet  went  forward  fo  well, 
that  hee  difcourft  vnto  her  howe  hee  loued  her,  and  that  if  it  might 
pleafe  her  fo  to  accept  of  his  feruice,  as  of  a  frtende  euer  vowde  in  all 
duetye  to  bee  at  her  commaunde,  the  care  of  her  honour  Aould  bee 
deerer  to  him  then  his  life,  and  hee  would  bee  ready  to  prife  her  difcon- 
tent  with  his  bloud  at  all  timet. 

**  The  gentlewoman  was  a  little  coye,  but  before  they  part  they  con- 
cluded that  the  next  day  at  foure  of  the  clock  hee  ihould  come  thither 
and  eate  a  pound  of  cherries,  which  was  refolued  on  with  a  fuccado  des 
tabres  j  and  fo  with  a  loath  to  depart  they  tooke  their  leaues.  Lioneilo, 
as  ioyfull  a  man  as  might  be,  hyed  him  to  the  church  to  meete  his  cjde 
dodor,  where  hee  found  him  in  his  olde  walke.  What  newes,  fyr, 
quoth  Mutio  ?  How  haue  you  fped  ?  Even  as  I  can  wiihe,  quoth  Lio* 
nelio }  for  I  haue  been  with  my  miftrefle,  and  haue  found  her  fo  trad- 
able, that  I  hope  to  make  the  olde  peafant  her  huiband  looke  broad- 
headded  by  a  paire  of  brow-antlers.  How  deepe  this  ftrookc  into  Mu- 
tios  hart,  let  them  imagine  that  can  conjecture  what  ielouiie  is  j  info- 
much  that  the  olde  do^or  aHcte,  when  fhould  be  the  time  t  marry, 
quoth  Lioneilo,  to  morrow  at  foure  of  the  docke  in  the  afternoone  $ 

and 
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ickCt  ^k|revLxs;  aai  Acs  Lwoodto 

ni  MaagtahaiiiBJ,  uim^m^  all  im  fo- 

cttf  n&  occBccic.    He  paft  the  B^^  as  ptficBi 

lA  tiv  aee  lixv  jne   rfiifr  avayc  bee  wenSp 

r  of  dfee  docks.  Atdie  bswe  raftijcaae  L}«- 
ttaei  vit&aflorsefie:  b«:  fcaife  had  dkey  kii^ 
:  cried  evtta  her  sBfaefie  that  her  naifter  wet  at  the 
he  haAed,  ksowisf  tha:  a  hone  was  b«t  a  lide  wfaik  ii 
gyiftiag*  Marptet  az  ccis  alanm  wai  iMaied,  aad  yet  fv  a  ftifo 
choeC  LfMKDo  isto  a  frcac  dricfiwr  fall  of  featbcn,  aad  lac  her  dowac 
doK  CO  bcr  voorfee  :  bj  that  came  Mstw  in  blovi^f  ;  aad  as  tho«||i 
hcecaaie  tDlookefiHBrvhatie  hafte,  called  fbr  the  keyes  of  his  chaa- 
Wn»  aad  looked  ia  cacryc  place,  leaKhias  ia  aamn^vc  ia^coojc 
wotma  of  the  houfe,  that  he  left  aoc  the  aexy  priuic  vafeaicht.  Seda| 
hecoold  Bot  fiade  hiaiv  hee  faide  aodiiagt  bat  fayaiaf  himleire  aot  «dl 
at  caie,  ftayde  at  home,  fo  that  poore  Lioaello  was  laiae  to  ftaye  ia  the 
drifacte  till  the  ol^  charic  was  in  bed  with  hii  wife  :  and  then  the 
asaide  let  him  out  at  a  backe  doore,  who  went  home  with  a  flea  ia 
his  eare  to  his  lodging. 

«  Welly  the  -"xt  dave  he  went  a^aineto  meete  his  do&or,  whonx 
hce  foood  in  hii  woonted  walke.  What  news,  qooth  Mutio  ?  How 
haoe  700  fped  *  >  A  poze  of  the  olde  flaoe,  quoth  Lionello,  I  was  no 
Iboner  in,  and  had  giuen  my  miftrefle  one  kiilcy  but  the  iealous  afle  was 
at  the  door;  the  maidefpied  him,  and^  cryed,  berwisi/ker:  fo  that  the 
poore  gentlewoman  for  rerye  fliifte,  was  faiae  to  pot  me  in  a  driefatie 
of  feathers  that  ftoode  in  an  olde  chamber,  and  there  I  was  fainc  to  tar* 
ffie  while  he  was  in  bed  and  afleepe,  and  then  the  maide  let  me  out,  and 
I  departed. 

«  But  it  is  no  matter ;  *twas  bat  a  channce  ;  and  I  hope  to  crye 
quittance  with  him  ere  it  be  long.  As  how,  quoth  Mutio  ?  Many 
thus,  quoth  Lionello :  (he  fent  me  woord  by  her  maide  this  daye,  that 
apon  Thurfday  next  the  old  churle  fuppeth  with  a  patient  of  his  a  mile 
ODt  of  Pifa,  and  then  I  feare  not  but  to  qoitte  him  for  all.  It  is  wcI!, 
quoth  Mutio  'y  fortune  bee  your  freende.  I  thank  you,  quoth  Lionello  j 
and  fo  after  a  litde  more  prattle  they  departed. 

**  To  be  (horte,  Thurfday  came  ;  and  about  fixe  of  the  docke  Iborth 
goes  Mutio,  no  further  than  a  freendes  hoofe  of  his,  from  whence  hee 
might  defcrye  who  went  into  his  hoofe.  Stra^^t  hee  fawe  Lionelb 
enter  in  j  and  after  goes  hee,  infomuche  that  hee  was  fcarfelye  fitten 
downe,  before  the  mayde  cryed  out  againe,  wy  maifier  comes.  The  good 
wife  that  before  had  provideid  for  afterclaps,  nad  found  out  apriuieplace 
between  two  feelings  of  a  plauncher,  and  there  (he  thruft  Lionello  ;  and 
her  huiband  came  fweting.    What  news,  quoth  ihee,  driuei  you  I 

•  See  tbtMtrry  mvn9fmn4fir^  p.  sM. 
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Agaifte  fo  foone  hufband  ?  Marrye,  fweete  wife,  (quoth  be)  a  fearfull 
dreame  that  I  lad  this  night,  which  came  to  my  remembrance  5  ic  that' 
was  thii :  Methought  there  was  a  villeine  that  came  fecretly  into  my 
houfc  with  a  naked  poinard  in  his  hand,  and  hid  himfelfe  $  but  I  could 
not  finde  the  place :  with  that  mine  nofe  bled,  and  1  came  backc  ^  and 
by  the  grace  of  God  I  will  feeke  eury  corner  in  the  houfe  for  the  quiet 
of  my  roinde*  Marry  I  pray  you  doo,  huiband,  qunth  (he^  Wiih  that 
he  lockt  in  all  the  doors,  and  began  to  fearch  euery  chamber,  euery 
hole,  euery  cbeft,  euery  tub,  the  very  well ;  he  ftabd  euery  fetherbed 
through,  and  made  hauocke,  like  a  mad  man,  which  made  him  thinks 
all  was  in  vaine,  and  hee  began  to  blame  his  eies  that  thought  they  faw 
that  which  they  did  not.  Upon  this  he  refte  halfe  lunaticke,  and  all 
night  he  was  very  wakefull ;  that  towards  the  morning  he  fell  into  a 
dead  fleepe,  and  then  was  Lionello  conaeighed  away. 

<<  In  the  morning  when  -Mutio  wakened,  hee  thought  hoir  by  no 
aieanes  hee  ihould  be  able  to  take  Lyonelio  tardy :  yet  he  laid  in  his 
head  a  moft  dangerous  plot,  and  that  was  this.  Wife,  quoth  he,  I  muft 
the  next  Monday  ride  to  Vycenfa  to  viftt  an  olde  patient  of  mine ;  till 
my  retume,  which  will  be  fome  ten  dayeS|  I  will  haue  thee  ftay  at  our 
little  graunge  houfe  in  the  countrey.  Marry  very  well  content,  hulband^ 
quoth  (he :  with  that  he  kift  her,  and  was  verye  pleafant,  as  though  he 
had  fufpe^d  nothing,  and  away  hee  fllnges  to  the  church,  where  hee 
meetes  Lionello.  What  fir,  quoth  he,  what  newes  ?  Is  your  miftrefle 
yours  in  poffisffion  ?  No,  a  plague  of  the  old  flaue,  quoth  he :  I  think 
he  IS  either  a  witch,  or  els  woorkes  by  magick  :  for  I  can  no  fooner 
enter  in  the  doors,  but  he  is  at  my  backe,  and  fo  he  was  againe  yefter- 
night ;  for  I  was  not  warm  in  my  feat  before  the  maide  cried,  my  mat" 
fter  iomis  )  and  then  was  the  poore  foule  faine  to  conuiegh  me  betwerd 
two  feelings  of  a  chamber  in  a  fit  place  for  the  purpofe :  wher  I  laugh c 
hartely  to  myfelf,  to  fee  how  he  fought  euery  corner,  ranfackt  euery 
tub,  and  ftabd  euery  featherbed,«*but  in  vaine  $  I  was  fafe  enough  till 
the  morning,  and  then  when  he  was  faA  aflcepcf  I  lept  out.  Fortune 
frowns  on  you,  quoth  Mutio  :  Ay,  but  I  hope,  quoth  Lionello,  this  ii 
the  lad  time,  and  now  (hee  will  begin  to  fmile  j  for  on  Monday  next  he 
rides  to  Vicenfa>  and  his  wife  lyes  at  a  grange  houfe  a  little  of  the 
towne,and  there  in  his  abfence  I  will  reuenge  all  forepafied  misfortunes. 
Cod  fend  it  be  fo,  quoth  Mutio  $  and  took  his  leaue.  Tbefe  two  loueri 
longed  for  Monday,  and  at  laft  it  caoie*  Early  in  the  morning  Mutio 
hord  himfelfe,  and  his  wife,  his  maide,  and  a  man^  and  no  more,  and 
away  he  rides  to  his  grange  houfe  $  where  after  he  had  brok  his  faft  he 
took  his  leaue,  and  away  towards  Vicenfa.  He  rode  not  far  ere  by  a 
falfe  way  he  returned  into  a  thicket,  and  there  with  a  company  of  cun> 
try  peafants  lay  in  an  amb'ufcade  to  take  the  young  gentleman.  Jn  the 
afternoon  comes  Lionello  gallopplng ;  and  atVoon  as  he  came  within 
fight  of  the  houfe,  he  fent  back  his  horfe  by  his  boy,  &  went  eafily  afoot^ 
&  there  at  the  very  entry  was  entertained  by  Margaret,  who  led  him 
vp  ye  ftaires,  and  conuaid  him  into  her  bedchamber,  faying  he  was  wel* 
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Wt 
arc  >-  '*^  LiT'-A  l.jzzii^  aoL  i  xa  MS  a  cs»£ msm*  Fen  aeCy  » 
Ae-  Ki^  »L5^  ac  $  X2e  in^K  tfat  mjjcj.  sJa «0«ae us»  alcvtMr- 

ifc^  jjjs  t&'rjssn,  Si^  w-.tk  %^  ^uen  aac  csmcsccs,  aas  ««■:  ap  the 
CC£  li  sec  z£r  t.igii-i:  Wjs;  ifizjer  J£^ra^  w&ic  aeiBft  chift  hariy 
kur.j,  ;xc^^  ^  ?  T^  ic  iuae^ciB  fc^sfc:  m  bma  avt^  thov  Ut 
kzinr  s^  j,z^  ST,  nii:h  ^«.  Wbcrc  a  :2i  JMC  ?  Ail  ipe  kaae  wjsdic 
ICs,  *£  £*s^  hJsa  tr.cer  I^  :  asv  ^s^tii  ic.  uJ  "ri'hrr  tkf  cob  oi  Ka- 
C££::  ::.^r  cl:i  fecz;  ilcr^e  ,  fcr  perl&  M  £luJ  vish  fre,  or  els  fail  am 
B;  .viz^.  Tw^  rz.j  «ir^,  iea^owi  fKJe,  c^xs  ^i  i  ukckecso 
fi^t ;.:.  \r^-ii  •.'zk-'.:L  k  :^  h=  sec:  r-^-e  Lkis  nasi,  aad  thca  let 
fi.-e  '..':  it.  Gh  It.  s iu:  a  per;  ezlile  vu  pocre  UcBetio,  t&it  «ai  ^t 
i&  a  c£*.:,  a<3i:i:*  £rs  ab-i-^t  h  J  cam ?  Afis  bcw  vu  Maipitt  pmAout^ 
cha:  ^.?'  i:«r  i;  jct  :3  i  -  J:  ^ar.  j-r  *  Vei  J;e  sue  <:^x  ot  die  massa^ 
asc  aj  vr^Is  a  r.fc  calied  hci  saic  to  her  aci  £u2 :  Cameea,  vccchj 
Crsir/  :hr  tea  :t<7  =:ac  «i:h  Icic:.fie  hads  lex  ibe  hcafe  aad  al  my  lioiof 
«:«  r.::,  I  »  1.  -i  ri-=.-£-a  f::i  hl:=  ;  he.?  sii  teer  to  lift  thii  oli 
chcr  ^i:.^:?  a.,  h.  i  -rlL-.^i  a^i  jeeii  arc;  iciiharb::^::  &tt;  aaiagjoa 
ai  I  .'ct  th^:  cr.  r.iz.  1  .^:.'I  wa^k  ;owa:ca  my  irztzkitz  tor  tbe  old  fooic 
w^  ::  :tZ;  r:,  a-:  i  -- 1:  r::'::e  r.Ia:.  Mui^o  irir  Ic.-rw  al  kia  ocilza- 
ti:.-:  i-:  .:.■.."  a>  :>.=.-Ct  7-li  h;r  back,  xr.z  ^i  two  of  his  mea 
tar-;  :;.t  :;.■:  .-•-  rr.e  rsc.:,  *r.i  fee  it  wrr;  ;a:e;  hlmielf  ibL&^in^  fcy 
jr:  ::e  r.^;,!.  i.>-;'e  b-rr-»i  cownr,  ftick^  ar.c  Ajr.e.  Then  quKtei  :a 
h.3  n'.-.;-:  h-  •-.•-:  home  -A-ii  hii  wi;e,  aci  began  to  natter  her,  thick- 
ir.^  k/-.-iI)  > ■  he  hid  bjrr.d  her  pararr.aur;  cauii::^  hii  chcA  to  be 
ca'r'.t:  ir.  a  ca*:  to  his  Houfe  a:  Pifa.  Mar^are:  impat'cit  -.vent  to  r.er 
ir.'.:h:r!,  iv.i  ccr-.pla;r.£d  to  her  and  to  her  brethren  cf  the  ieajouiie  cf 
h:.'  h...~.ir.d  j  -a ho  nn a' ruined  her  it  be  true,  ard  d^tiree  but  a  dales  re- 
fjpitc  to  crOi.c  i:.  Wei,  hee  was  bidden  tc  lurf<r  the  neat  eight  at  tju 
mother  1,  lie  ih:r.k'irg  to  make  her  daughter  and  him  frecnds  againe. 
In  :he  nr.j  ine  tixe  h=  to  his  woonted  walk  in  the  church,  &  there  pr^ttr 
tjtp<n::::'cm  he  found  Lionello  walking,  Wondring  at  this,  he 
Itrai^ht  cnQLirf:,  what  news?  Wh^t  newes,  maiiler  do£h>r,  quoth  he, 
•r.d  f.e  fell  m  a  ^rsAt  laughing:  in  faith  >eitcrday  I  fcapt  a  fcowring; 
for,  fyrrah,  I  wen:  ;o  the  grange  houfe,  where  1  was  appointed  to  come, 
anJ  I  W42  pAj  io  .ner  gotten  vp  the  chamber,  but  the  maglcaiJ  villeine  her 
hu.lind  bclVt  tltc  hr)bfe  with  bils&  llaucs,  and  that  he  might  be  fure  no 
feeling  nor  corner  ij.ould  fhrowde  me,  h:  fet  the  houfe  on  fire,  and 
fo  burnt  it  tu  the  ground.  Why,  quoth  Mutio,  and  how  did  you 
cfcap*  ^  Alas,  cucth  he,  wel  fare  a  womans  wit!  She  conueighed  me 
into  an  old  ciirfl  ful  of  writings,  which  ihe  knew  her  hulband  durft 
cot  burne  ;  «nd  lo  was  I  faued  and  brought  to  Pifa,  and  yefternight  bj 
her  n)aide  let  home  to  my  lodging.  This,  quoth  hr,  it  the  pleafante^ 
ieft  tliat  cuer  I  heard  ;  and  vpoa  this  I  haue  a  fute  to  you,  I  am  this 
4  nigh: 
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m'tght  bidden  foorth  to  fupper  j  you  fhall  bt  my  gueft  |  onelye  I  wili 
craue  fo  much  favour,  as  after  fupper  for  a  pleafant  fporte  to  make  re« 
larion  what  fuccefle  you  have  had  in  your  louei.  For  that  |  will  not 
iUcke,  quoth  he  ;  and  fo  he  carried  Lionello  to  hit  mother-iii-lawti 
houfe  with  him,  and  difcoured  to  his  wiues  brethren  who  he  wai,  and 
how  at  fupper  he  would  difdofe  the  whole  matter  :  for  quoth  he,  hm 
fcnowes  not  that  I  am  Margarets  hu(band»  At  this  all  the  brethren  bad 
him  welcome,  Sc  fo  did  the  mother  too  ;  and  Margaret  (he  was  kept  out 
of  fight.  Supper-time  being  come,  they  fell  to  their  vidals,  Se  JLionello 
was  carrow/l  vnto  by  Mutio,  who  was  very  pleafant^  to  draw  him  to  % 
merry  humor,  that  he  might  to  the  ful  difcourfe  the  tffe€t  tc  fortunes  of 
his  loue.  Supper  being  ended,  Mutio  requefted  him  to  tel  to  the  gen- 
tlemen what  had  hapned  between  him  tc  his  miftrefle.  Lionello  with 
a  fmiling  countenance  began  to  defcribe  his  miftrefle,  the  houfe  and 
ftreet  where  <he  dwelt,  how  he  fell  in  loue  with  her,  and  how  he  vfed  the 
counfell  of  this  do^or,  who  in  al  his  affaires  was  his  iecretarye.  Mar- 
garet heard  all  this  with  a  great  feare;  &  when  he  came  at  the  laft 
point  ihe  caufed  a  cup  of  wine  to  be  given  him  by  one  of  her  Mert 
wherein  was  a  ring  that  he  had  giuen  Margaret.  As  he  bad  told  how 
he  efcapt  burning,  and  was  ready  to  confirm  all  for  a  troth,  the  gentle- 
woman drunke  to  him$  who  taking  the  cup,  and  feting  the  ring,  hau- 
ing  a  quick  wit  and  a  reaching  head,  fpide  the  fetch,  and  perceiued  that 
all  this  while  this  was  his  louers  hufband,  to  whome  hee  had  reuealed 
thefe  efcapes.  At  this  drinking  ye  wine,  and  fwallowing  the  ring  into 
his  mouth,  he  went  forward :  Gentlemen,  quoth  he,  how  like  you  of 
my  loues  and  my  fortunes  }  Wei,  quoth  the  gentlemen ;  I  pray  you  it 
it  true  }  As  true,  quoth  he,  as  if^  I  would  be  fo  fimple  as  to  reueal 
what  I  did  to  Margarets  hulband :  for  know  you,  gentlemen,  that  I 
knew  this  Mutio  to  be  her  hufband  whom  I  notified  to  be  my  lover { 
and  for  y^  he  was  generally  known  through  Pifa  to  be  a  iealous  fool» 
therefore  with  thefe  tales  I  brought  him  into  this  paradice,  which  in- 
deed are  follies  of  mine  ownc  braine  :  for  truft  me,  by  the  faith  of  a 
gentleman,  I  neuer  fpake  to  the  woman,  was  neuer  in  her  companye^ 
neither  doo  I  know  her  if  I  fee  her.  At  this  they  all  fell  in  a  laughing 
at  Mutio,  who  was  afhamdc  that  Lionello  had  fo  fcoft  him  :  but  all  was 
Mrell,-— they  were  made  friends  j  but  the  icfl  went  fo  to  his  hart,  that 
he  fhortly  after  died,  and  Lionello  enioyed  the  ladye  :  and  for  that 
they  two  were  the  death  of  the  old  man,  now  are  they  plagued  in  pur- 
gatory, and  he  whips  them  with  nettles.'* 

It  is  obfervable  that  in  the  foregoing  novel  (which,  I  believe,  Shak- 
fpeare  had  read,)  there  is  no  trace  of  the  buck-bafket.— In  the  firfl 
tale  of  Tbe  Fortunate^  the  Dtcelvid,  mnd  Unfortunati  Lovers^  (of 
which  I  have  an  edition  printed  in  1684,  but  the  novels  it  contains 
had  probably  appeared  in  Englifh  in  our  author's  u'me,)  a  young  Au- 
dent  of  Bologna  is  taught  by  an  old  doctor  how  to  make  love  \  and  his 
firfl  efl'ay  is  pra^ifed  on  his  inflrudor*s  wife.  The  Jealous  hufband 
having  tracked  his  pupil  to  his  houfe^  enters  uaexpeAedly,  fully  per- 

fuaded 


'*tj 


|i#  IfBKRT    WIVBS,    ftc. 

liteikftOTU  dnea the U^ Ml  berJoffcrtQiecheri   Vsttbe 

f  ktif^drmdi  lai  lAjuajiJi  iaftiSi  ban,  (aoc  knowing  that  hit 
CaiarvM  Lkrvik  cus  aiflfcftt  haAsBd,)  what  a  luckjcfcape  he  had. 
It  :•  Tfca««Bffc,  It!iisk,  Yoffdj  fnikaUt  dkaC  Shakfpcafc  had  read  Wtii 


IKE  END  OF'THl  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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